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YOUR FORECAST
Sunshine and a heat advisory for today

High today in the mid to upper 90s.
Low tonight in the mid to upper 70s.

Heat index expected to be over 110.
Sunny on Saturday with a high of 94.
Storms on Sunday with a high of 88.

SPORTSINSIDE

ELECTION

Richard Durrett

Fo r m e r  L i n c o l n 

Parish Police Jury Ad-

ministrator/Engineer 

Richard Durrett has 

announced his bid for 

reelection as the jury’s 

District 3 member. The 

primary is Oct. 14. 

“My experience as 

a Police Jury member, 

jury president, and Po-

lice Jury administrator/

engineer uniquely qual-

ify me to provide pro-

fessional, parishwide 

assistance addressing 

problems arising from 

roads, bridges, and solid 

waste,” Durrett said.  

See DURRETT, page 5

Durrett

announces

reelection

bid for LPPJ

By Caleb Daniel
caleb@rustonleader.com

Lincoln Parish Schools 

Superintendent Ricky Dur-

rett is reviving a dormant 

Diversity Committee for the 

school district under a new 

structure.

When he interviewed for 

the superintendent’s post 

in the fall of  2020, Durrett 

pledged to board members 

that he would create a Diver-

sity Commitee and charge 

them with examining ways 

to increase minority repre-

sentation in the district’s 

teaching staff.

That committee was 

formed the following school 

year, 2021-22, and met 

throughout the year, but 

Durrett said little headway 

was made on the topic. He did 

not extend the group into the 

current school term.

Over the past several 

monthly meetings, District 1 

and 2 board members Dani-

elle Williams and David Fer-

guson, who are both Black, 

have repeatedly asked about 

the defunct committee and 

sought to have it reinstated. 

Ferguson chaired the orig-

inal panel.

At Tuesday’s board meet-

ing, Durrett, who is white, 

announced he will bring back 

the committee for the upcom-

ing school year.

This time it won’t be 

charged specifically with 

increasing minority staff. 

How the committee tackles 

“diversity” will be up to its 

members.

“I may tell them some 

things we think are weak-

nesses, but it’s up to them 

what they look into,” Durrett 

said after the meeting.

This time, he said, no 

board members or central of-

fice staff  will be on the panel. 

He’s appointed art teacher 

Reggie McLeroy as chair-

man, adding Glen View El-

ementary Principal Phaedra 

Blake and Ruston Elemen-

tary Principal Mandy Brown 

as members.

See DIVERSITY, page 5

School district brings back Diversity Committee
Durrett tweaks panel structure, leaves mission open-ended

By Cathi Cox-Boniol
community@rustonleader.com

When Krystal Guillory 

headed to Houston for the 

National Federation of  the 

Blind conference, she had 

one thing on her mind — ace 

her presentation. So, when 

her name was called as the 

recipient of  the annual Dis-

tinguished Educator of  Blind 

Students Award, she was 

caught completely off  guard.

“I was in shock to say the 

least,” Guillory said. “Never 

in my wildest dreams did I 

think I would win a national 

award for teaching. I pour 

into my students daily, but 

I think as teachers we are 

always thinking what’s next, 

and there’s so much more 

to do.”

A teacher of  blind students 

for over 20 years, Guillory 

credits her involvement in 

the National Federation of  

the Blind with dramatically 

increasing her effectiveness 

in inspiring and motivating 

her students. She also serves 

as coordinator for NFB BELL 

academies in the state of  Lou-

isiana and is a board member 

of  the Louisiana division of  

the National Organization of  

Parents of  Blind Children.

“Krystal Guillory has an 

outstanding track record of  

raising expectations for blind 

students and their families in 

Louisiana, both those whom 

she instructs directly and 

others throughout the state,” 

said Mark Riccobono, Presi-

dent of  the National Federa-

tion of  the Blind. “She is an 

advocate for Braille literacy, 

early cane travel, and other 

critical blindness skills. She 

was instrumental in help-

ing to create NFB BELL 

Academy In-Home Edition 

to serve blind students across 

the nation during the pan-

demic, and she enhances that 

program and other Braille 

literacy efforts across Loui-

siana and the United States. 

These qualities make her an 

outstanding recipient of  our 

Distinguished Educator of  

Blind Students award.”

See NATIONAL AWARD, page 5

Courtesy Photo

Krystal Guillory (left) accepts the award for National Fed-
eration of the Blind 2023 Distinguished Educator of Blind 
Students as Carla McQuillian, Chairperson of the Awards 
Committee and President of NFB of Oregon, joins her.

Guillory presented national educator of blind award

Leader photos by Nancy Bergeron

Ruston Fire Department Capt. Pat 
Taylor (above) rappels off the depart-
ment’s new six-story training tower 
Thursday during the first drills using 
the structure, while Firefighter Chance 
Hankins (right) hangs supine in a har-
ness during another rappel drill. The 
tower, located behind Central Station 
on East Georgia Avenue, was completed 
Wednesday afternoon. It will allow 
firefighters to train day or night on 
ladder drills, hose drills, and rescue in 
multi-story structures. The tower was 
mostly funded through an anonymous 
$50,000 bequest to RFD made by a 
now deceased Ruston resident.

Firefighters train on new tower

By Matt Belinson
newsroom@rustonleader.com

 

Lincoln Parish Park will be the 

top destination for archers in north 

Louisiana this weekend, with Ruston 

hosting the 2023 Louisiana Field Ar-

chery Association (LFAA) State Out-

door Championship Friday through 

Sunday.

A simultaneous start will begin at 

4 p.m. today, while an opening cer-

emony for the championship begins 

at 8 a.m. Saturday.

Why Ruston? Well, officials can 

thank mother nature for that one.

With only a few days before the 

event was set to take place in central 

Louisiana, a sow bear and two cubs 

were spotted near the course. In turn, 

the event was postponed and in need 

of  a lifeline.

Ruston was the first call.

And after two successful qualifying 

events held in Lincoln Parish Park in 

February and June, Louisiana ASA 

(Archery Shooters Association) Di-

rector Spanky Briggs and his north 

Louisiana representative Dan Lord 

reached out to see if  Lincoln Parish 

could come through in a pinch.

With just two weeks’ notice, the 

park had a second shooting range 

built and other accommodations 

made to make the event possible.

“The park is quite beautiful and 

could have everything we’d need to 

See ARCHERY, page 5

On the Mark

Ruston set 
to host state 
outdoor archery 
championship
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Windows in a home 

are easy to take for 

granted. Unless win-

dows are showing signs 

of  wear and tear or so 

dirty that it’s hard to 

see through them, it’s 

easy for them to go 

unnoticed. However, 

replacement windows 

can add value to a home 

and even save home-

owners a substantial 

amount of  money.

Much of  the savings 

that can be attributed 

to new windows is 

related to energy ef-

ficiency. The Office of  

Energy Efficiency and 

Renewable Energy es-

timates that as much 

as 30 percent of  heat-

ing and cooling energy 

can be lost through 

heat gain or heat loss, 

and aging, inefficient 

windows contribute to 

such losses. Replacing 

those windows can save 

homeowners substan-

tial amounts of  money, 

with one expert at Angi 

estimating that instal-

lation of  energy effi-

cient windows can help 

trim energy bills by as 

much as 12 percent.

Cost savings are of-

ten noted when firms 

promote replacement 

windows, but home-

owners should know 

that replacement win-

dows also provide nu-

merous additional ben-

efits. In fact, the follow-

ing are three great rea-

sons for homeowners 

to consider upgrading 

their windows today.

1. New windows 

help reduce carbon 

footprint. The U.S. 

Environmental Protec-

tion Agency reports 

that replacing single-

pane windows with EN-

ERGY STAR® certified 

windows can help to 

reduce CO2 emissions 

by a significant margin. 

The EPA reports that 

such windows can save 

the equivalent of  as 

much as 6,200 pounds of  

CO2 emissions thanks 

to reduced energy con-

sumption associated 

with the new windows.

2. New windows 

can brighten a home. 

Natural light bright-

ens a room and can 

make it appear larger. 

Homeowners who have 

grown accustomed to 

old windows may not 

realize how little light 

such windows let into 

their homes. Aging 

windows can become 

foggy over time and 

prevent natural light 

from getting into a 

home. That can create 

a gloomy feel and force 

homeowners to turn up 

the thermostat on cold 

days. New windows 

brighten the home and 

the natural light that 

pours in on a cold day 

can help heat the home 

at the same time.

3. New windows 

cut down on noise. 

Window manufactur-

ers are always on the 

lookout for ways to 

produce windows that 

make homes more 

comfortable. Noise re-

duction is one way to 

accomplish that goal, 

and Consumer Reports 

notes that triple-glazed 

windows can help to 

dramatically reduce 

outside noise. Home-

owners who currently 

have single-pane win-

dows may be aston-

ished by the difference 

in outside noise levels 

when upgrading to 

triple-glazed windows, 

which contain a third 

layer of  glass. That 

third layer of  glass 

significantly reduces 

noise levels, making 

triple-glaze windows 

ideal for homes on busy 

streets or those in ur-

ban areas with lots of  

foot traffic.

Replacement win-

dows pay numerous 

dividends. Homeown-

ers can reap these re-

wards and others by re-

placing aging windows.
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PET OF THE WEEK

WINSTON
Winston is 4 years, a pug lab mix and weighs 

about 45 pounds. This canine is heartworm 

negative and is dog, kid, and cat friendly. He 

plays endlessly with toys and gets a workout 

with fetch. He will love his human fiercely and 
snuggle every opportunity he gets.

SIMPLY SOUTHERN RESCUE

This week’s pet brought to you by:

♥ adopt ♥ adopt ♥ adopt

318-376-7194
www.supermovers.net

Facebook: supermoversla

RUSTON, LA

www.simplysouthernrescue.com I Text us at 318-614-0285  I Hours: 7:30 am - 3 pm

Come out to meet him 
today!

BIRTHDAYS

July 18

 LaShuanta Kimble

 LaQuanta Kimble

July 20

 Anthony Hill

July 21

 Jayden Oillman

July 22

 Craig Dunn

July 24

 Dannette W. Brown

 Alton “Shorty” Spencer, 

71 yrs.

July 28

 Shawn Brantley

July 30

 Chardrigus J. Gant

ANNIVERSARY

July 22

 Anthony & Shamika Hill,

♥ 17 years

To have a celebration pub-

lished call 255-4353 at least 

three days prior. Celebra-

tions run as space allows.

CELEBRATIONS

Dear Doctors: I turned 46 years old last 

winter, and all of  a sudden I started getting 

skin tags. I worried it might be a sign of  skin 

cancer, but my sister insists they’re harm-

less. Is that true? There are a few on my neck 

that keep getting irritated by my clothes and 

jewelry. Is there any way to get rid of  them? 

Dear Reader: We’ll begin by reassuring 

you that your sister is correct. Skin tags, 

which are also known as acrochordons, are 

not a sign of  cancer. Other than looking a 

bit odd, and potentially getting in the way 

of  clothing or jewelry, they are typically 

harmless. 

For those who aren’t familiar, skin tags 

look like fleshy tubes or bumps that sit on the 

surface of  the skin. They’re often around 2 

millimeters long, which is about the size of  a 

grain of  rice, but they can grow a bit larger. 

Skin tags are malleable, with a springy 

texture. They move around quite easily, 

and touching them doesn’t cause pain or 

discomfort. They are often the same color 

as the surrounding skin, but in certain 

cases can appear slightly darker. Older skin 

tags may begin to take on a brown or russet 

hue. Some can be lumpy and uneven, with 

a rough, warty texture. In those cases, it’s a 

good idea to have a doctor take a look. You 

want to be sure that it’s a skin tag and not a 

precancerous growth.

Up to two-thirds of  all adults will develop 

skin tags. The condition affects women and 

men equally, and it becomes more common 

with age. The cause of  these fleshy protru-

sions remains unknown, but genetics is be-

lieved to play a role. When you have family 

members with the condition, you have an 

increased likelihood of  developing it as well. 

Skin tags are seen more often in individu-

als who are overweight or obese. They often 

arise in areas where there is rubbing or 

chafing, such as the creases of  the armpits, 

beneath the breasts, on the eyelids, along the 

neck and around the groin. 

Recent research suggests a possible link 

between skin tags and metabolic syndrome, 

high blood pressure and insulin resistance. 

The connections to those health problems 

mean it’s worth talking with a doctor about 

a sudden or marked increase in the number 

of  skin tags. 

Because they are neither harmful nor 

dangerous, it is not necessary to have skin 

tags removed. However, some people choose 

to do so. This may be for cosmetic reasons, 

or because, as in your case, their location 

makes them a nuisance. It’s never a good 

idea to try to remove them yourself. Skin tags 

are vascular, which means they have a blood 

source. They sometimes also have nerves. 

Cutting them off  with scissors is not only 

painful, but it can also lead to uncontrolled 

bleeding. There is also a risk the area can 

become infected. 

A doctor or dermatologist can safely and 

easily remove skin tags with minimal pain 

and scarring. This is done by snipping them 

off  with a sharp, sterile blade, freezing with 

liquid nitrogen or burning them off  with 

cautery.

Elizabeth Ko, M.D., is an internist and as-

sistant professor of  medicine at UCLA Health. 

Eve Glazier, M.D., MBA, is an internist and 

associate professor of  medicine at UCLA 

Health. Send your questions to askthedoc-

tors@mednet.ucla.edu.

ASK 

THE

DOCTORS

Elizabeth Ko

MD

&

Eve Glazier

MD, MBA

Skin tags, while usually 

harmless, should not be 

removed at home

Editor’s Note: The Ruston Daily Leader’s new feature 

on our Friday Community page shares recipes from ‘The 

Collection,” a cookbook developed by the Lincoln Parish 

Museum and Historial Society.

1 1/2 cups chicken, cooked 
and chopped

1 1/2 cups broccoli flowerets
1/2 cup sliced carrots
1 red pepper, cut into strips
3 ounces cream cheese, room 

temperature
1 14.5-ounce can broccoli 

soup, undiluted
3/4 cup milk
1/2 cup grated Parmesan 

cheese
2 T Dijon mustard
1/4 teaspoon Tabasco sauce
1/8 teaspoon pepper
2 1/2 cups uncooked rotini 

pasta
1. Cook pasta according to 

directions on package; steam 
vegetables until they are limp 
but not mushy.

2. In a large pan, gradually add 
soup and milk to softened cream 
cheese, stirring well; add mus-
tard, Parmesan cheese, Tabasco 
sauce and pepper.

3. Toss vegetables, chicken 
and cooked pasta into cream 
cheese mixture and cook until 
heated through; more milk may 
be added for the right consis-
tency.   Serve hot.

Chicken and Vegetable Pasta 
– Leu Wilder, wife of Ruston’s Billy Wilder

Shrimp Fettuccine – Angie Biscomb

Spinach Sauce w/Ricotta & 
Ham – Faye Hollingsworth

— Compiled by Cathi Cox-Boniol

2 pounds fresh spinach 
or 2 10-ounce pack-
age frozen leaf spinach, 
thawed

1/4 pound butter
2 ounces unsmoked 

boiled ham, chopped (can 
use just a “tad” more)

Salt
1/8 teaspoon whole 

grated nutmeg
1/2 cup fresh ricotta
1/2 cup freshly grated 

Parmesan cheese
12-16 ounces pasta 

(Penne or Rigatoni)

1. Gently squeeze 
moisture from cooked 
fresh spinach (cook about 

5 minutes) or thaw frozen 
spinach (without cook-
ing); chop it fine and set 
aside.

2. Put half the butter 
in pan and when butter 
foam subsides, add ham, 
turning it two or three 
times; add spinach and 
salt to taste then sauté 
over lively heat, turning 
frequently for about 2 
minutes.

3. Remove from heat 
and add nutmeg; toss the 
cooked and drained pasta 
with contents of the pan, 
ricotta, remaining butter 
and 1/2 cup grated Par-
mesan. Serve at once.

1/2 pound fresh, shelled shrimp
1 cup butter
1 clove garlic
1 T dried parsley
1 T fresh parsley
1/2 pint heavy cream
1/2 cup freshly grated Parmesan 

cheese (or Romano)
Fettuccine, cooked

1. In sauce pan, sauté garlic in but-
ter; add shrimp and stir fry until done, 
about 3 minutes.

2. Add parsley and whipping cream, 
stirring constantly; reduce to low and 
cook 10 minutes on low heat.

3. Stir in Parmesan and cook 5 
minutes more; pour mixture over fet-
tuccine and serve.

It’s National Mac and Cheese Day and that means dig-

ging into some serious comfort food with pasta dishes full 

of cheese.

National Mac and Cheese Day

3 reasons to replace aging windows

OMMUNITYOMMUNITYCC Ruston Daily Leader

www.simplysouthernrescue.com
www.supermovers.net
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OBITUARY (Paid Announcement)

Ruston Daily Leader

Mary Lillian Allen Belton

Mary Lillian Allen 

Belton passed away July 

10,  2023, at the age of  

90 in Oklahoma City, 

Oklahoma. 

She was born June 

12, 1933, to Mary Lillian 

Lewis and John Wesley 

Allen. Mary Lil gradu-

ated from Ruston High 

School in 1951 as vale-

dictorian. She played 

the flute in the RHS band 

and prided herself  on 

attending every class 

reunion through #70.

Mary Lil married 

Don Belton after church 

one Sunday night in 

1952. They had 62 years 

together until his death 

in 2014.

Also preceding Mary 

Lil in death are her par-

ents and brothers, James 

Allen and Bruce Allen. 

She is survived by the 

“5 Ks”: Kim and husband 

Bill Phillips of  Spring-

dale, Arkansas, Keith 

and wife Maria Longa of  

Valrico, Forida, Keri and 

husband Alan Grafton 

of  Moore, Oklahoma, 

Kevin of  Shreveport, 

and Kirk and wife Jamie 

of  Kingwood, Texas. 

Mary Lil was “Mema” 

to grandchildren, Lee 

Anne and Ron McDon-

ald of  Olive Branch, 

Mississippi, Robbie and 

Carissa Phillips of  Char-

lottesville, Virginia, Jon 

and Pamela Grafton of  

Tulsa, Oklahoma, Jared 

and Tiffany Grafton 

of  Moore, Oklahoma, 

Kelly and Nick Ducote 

of  LaGrange, Oregon, 

Zach Belton of  New York 

City, Nate Longa-Belton 

of  Valrico, Florida, Kim 

Hernandez and Maddy 

of  Kingwood, Texas, 

Cassy Walden of  King-

wood Texas and Preston 

and Amber Johnston of  

Springdale, Arkansas; 

great-grandchildren, 

Annabelle Grafton, 

Owen Ducote, Alex-

is Johnston, Ayden 

Johnston and Averie 

Johnston; sister-in-law, 

Martha Hendrix; and 

many cousins, nieces 

and nephews. 

Mary Lil loved to 

garden in her yard in 

the Antioch Community 

of  Simsboro. She was 

driving a tractor on the 

property the day before 

moving to assisted living 

at the age of  83. Mary Lil 

loved people and was of-

ten accused of  “working 

the room” at any event. 

She never met a 

stranger and invited ev-

eryone she met to come 

over for a visit over cof-

fee and cake. Mary Lil 

enjoyed keeping detailed 

journals noting every-

thing  from the people 

she met to the groceries 

she bought. 

Mary Lil worked in 

several departments 

at Louisiana Tech, in-

cluding Engineering, 

Nuclear Engineering 

and Math before even-

tually retiring from the 

Prescott Memorial Li-

brary. She made a point 

of  inviting Tech students 

to church suppers and 

into our home for home 

cooked meals.

During retirement, 

she and Don wrote sev-

eral new chapters … 

RVing all over the U.S. 

with the Good Sams 

Club, enjoying music 

festivals wherever Don 

and his bands would 

play, square dancing and 

raising the 5 Ks furry 

siblings who were quite 

often her favorites.

Mary Lil served on 

multiple committees at 

her churches. She was 

a trained CNA and Ste-

phen Minister.

Mary Lil decided to 

move to Rogers, Arkan-

sas, and entered assisted 

living where she lived 

for six and a half  years 

before relocating to a 

memory care facility in 

Oklahoma City this past 

May.

In lieu of  flowers, do-

nations may be made 

to:  4 Paws Rescue, In 

Memory of Mary Belton, 

290 Rodeo Rd., Ruston, 

LA 71270 or to Antioch 

Community Church, 

P.O. Box 143, Simsboro, 

LA 71275. 

Funeral services for 

Mary Lil will be held at 

2 p.m., Saturday, July 15, 

2023, at Owens Memorial 

Chapel in Ruston with 

Steve Fowler officiating. 

Burial will follow in 

the Antioch Cemetery 

in Simsboro, under the 

direction of  Owens Me-

morial Chapel Funeral 

Home of  Ruston. Visita-

tion will be held from 

noon until 2 p.m., Satur-

day, July 15, 2023, at the 

funeral home.

LSU AgCenter photo by David Boldt

Team Louisiana captures national championship
Team Louisiana, including Paxton Mounts of Ruston, took home the 2023 National 4-H Shooting Sports 

Championship. The team has placed first in three out of the past four national competitions, including 

2019 and 2021, with a second-place finish last year and the 2020 event being canceled due to COVID 

restrictions. This year’s event, held June 25-30 in Grand Island, Nebraska, involved 718 4-H youth be-

tween the ages of 14 and 18. Contestants came from 42 states, and Louisiana sent 35 participants 

and nine coaches to the competition. Mounts is the national champion in the small-bore rifle category.

WASHINGTON (AP) — Federal 

regulators on Thursday approved 

the nation’s first over-the-counter 

birth control pill in a landmark 

decision that will soon allow 

American women and girls to 

obtain contraceptive medication 

as easily as they buy aspirin and 

eyedrops.

The Food and Drug Adminis-

tration cleared once-a-day Opill 

to be sold without a prescription, 

making it the first such medica-

tion to be moved out from behind 

the pharmacy counter. The manu-

facturer, Ireland-based Perrigo, 

won’t start shipping the pill until 

early next year, and there will be 

no age restrictions on sales.

Hormone-based pills have long 

been the most common form of  

birth control in the U.S., used by 

tens of  millions of  women since 

the 1960s. Until now, all of  them 

required a prescription.

Medical societies and women’s 

health groups have pushed for 

wider access for decades, noting 

that an estimated 45% of  the 6 

million annual pregnancies in the 

U.S. are unintended. Teens and 

girls, women of  color and those 

with low incomes report greater 

hurdles in getting prescriptions 

and picking them up.

The challenges can include 

paying for a doctor’s visit, getting 

time off  from work and finding 

child care.

“This is really a transformation 

in access to contraceptive care,” 

said Kelly Blanchard, president 

of  Ibis Reproductive Health, a 

nonprofit group that supported 

the approval. 

First over-the-counter birth control pill gets FDA approval

Leader photos by Nancy Bergeron

Ruston fire training tower completed
Ruston Firefighter Chance Hankins, left, and fire department Capt. Dillon Lockwood, right, 

tighten ropes on the rappelling gear that hoist a rescuer back to the department’s new training 

platform. The approximately 60-foot-tall platform was completed Wednesday and the first train-

ing done Thursday. The tower, built by Affordable Drill Towers of Austin, Texas, is located behind 

Central Station on East Georgia Avenue.



 

PINIONSPINIONSOO

As I’ve attended hundreds 
of  local government meetings 
over the last five and a half  
years or so, I’ve often enjoyed 
observing the status of  what 
I’ll call “the bubble” for the 
purpose of  this column.

The bubble surrounds the 
members of  whatever board or 
council is holding the meeting.

It separates the board from 
everyone else in the room. 
They make the decisions — 
the rest of  us do not. They are 
active, we are passive.

At many meetings, this 
bubble goes entirely unchal-
lenged. Either there’s nobody 
in the crowd, or those of  the 
public who are in attendance 
simply observe what’s going 
on inside the bubble.

Then there’s public com-
ment. 

Boards are required by law 
to open up that bubble and let 
the public chip in. The law 
also allows them the 
power, with some 
limitations, to con-
trol how and when 
access to the bubble 
is granted.

Oftentimes that’s 
a simple process 
with no hiccups. You 
have your public 
comment period, 
someone steps into 
the bubble, they say their 
piece, they exit the bubble, and 
business continues.

Sometimes there’s tension 
along the surface of  the bub-
ble. Attendees feel strongly 
about something and chime 
in out of  turn. They’re poking 
at the bubble, and it’s always 
amusing to watch the officials 
on the inside struggle with 
how they want to approach re-
gaining control — whether to 
stick to the rules or let it slide.

With the right crowd and 
the right topics at hand, it’s all 
too easy for the bubble to pop 
entirely. There’s no longer any 
dividing line between board 
members and public. What 
was once a methodical system 
is now a free-for-all. No one is 
in control. It might as well be a 
back-porch discussion instead 
of  an official meeting.

Boards have a right to 
conduct the business they 
were elected to conduct. And 
they have a right to do so in a 
systematic way.

But sometimes it can be 
easy to forget that the real 
power lies with the people. 
We’re the ones who built the 
bubble and put elected officials 
in it. What happens inside the 
bubble is our business.

Balancing those two truths, 
especially when the public is 
deeply involved in an issue, 
can be difficult.

I believe that’s what the 
Lincoln Parish School Board 
is realizing after experiencing 
a massive upswing in atten-
dance and participation in 

their meetings over the past 
several months.

After proposing what bal-
lots showed was a largely 
unpopular reconfiguration of  
schools, the board drew the at-
tention of  a group of  citizens 
that clearly do not trust them 
an inch.

Like the vast majority of  the 
public at large, much of  this 
group either doesn’t know or 
doesn’t care about the bubble. 
They don’t wait for the kosher 
times that the bubble is sup-
posed to open. They’re poking 
at the edges ceaselessly.

Meanwhile, the board 
hasn’t been very aggressive 
with enforcing the bubble’s 
perimeter.  This perfect storm 
has allowed several meetings 
to come knocking on the door 
of  free-for-all status lately.

So it seems school board 
officials took a step back and 
asked, how can we get back 

on track?
The solution: 

a proposed policy 
change that would 
transition school 
board meetings to 
a comment-card 
system.

Instead of  asking 
for public input be-
fore every vote, now 
the board would 

require attendees to fill out a 
card before the meeting starts, 
indicating what agenda items 
they’d like to talk about.

Officials see this as a way to 
streamline the process, make 
sure everyone has a turn, and 
get the meeting moving along.

Some in the crowd at Tues-
day’s meeting saw it as an at-
tempt to restrict their ability 
to make their voices heard.

I feel strongly about pub-
lic engagement in the civic 
process, and I feel like I have 
enough experience at this 
point to weigh in on the merits 
and potential drawbacks of  
this proposal.

It seems I don’t have space 
to do that right now, though, 
so I’ll save it for next week.

I spent a lot of  time talking 
about the bubble because I 
think that concept is impor-
tant to establish.

We need the bubble. Boards 
have to get stuff  done. There 
has to be a system in place.

But the public still has a 
right to not only contribute 
their opinions, but also to be 
given the chance to properly 
inform themselves before they 
do so.

I’ll puzzle through how that 
might best be accomplished, 
next time.

Caleb Daniel is the Ruston 
Daily Leader’s Digital News 
Editor. Caleb is a Louisiana 
Tech University graduate 
who covers the Lincoln Parish 
Police Jury and schools for the 
Ruston Leader.
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THE GRAIN OF SALT

By  
Caleb Daniel

About 20 years ago, the 

belief  that commercial-

ly-significant quantities 

of  fuel blends containing 

organic materials would 

soon be available led to the 

passage of  alternative fuel 

requirements. Yet, because 

science failed to deliver on 

its promise, America ended 

up becoming more depen-

dent on ethanol.

That growing depen-

dence affects the price of  

fuel and feedstocks ad-

versely, making each trip 

to the grocery store more 

costly than the 

last. The bureau-

crats responsible 

for the idea, flush 

with taxpayer dol-

lars as the result 

of  congressional 

green-energy lar-

gess, made a bad 

bet.

It’s going to 

happen again. 

Just look at the 

billions Ford Motor Com-

pany just announced its 

shift to an all-electric fleet 

has cost it. Bad news for 

corporate management, 

bad news for stockholders, 

and bad news for The Ford 

Foundation, which ironi-

cally enough has been us-

ing its holdings to promote 

the global green energy 

transition.

There’s nothing inher-

ently wrong about wanting 

to use clean, renewable en-

ergy to power the economy. 

In the abstract, it’s a grand 

idea that, when fully imple-

mented, should lead to a 

global reduction in prices 

that would be a boon to 

consumers. 

The problem isn’t “green 

energy.” It’s that the gov-

ernment bureaucrats who 

make policies we all have 

to follow are operating off  

a timetable that’s divorced 

from technological reali-

ties.

Earlier this year the U.S. 

Environmental Protection 

Agency released two rules 

proposing to regulate the 

tailpipe emissions of  light-, 

medium- and heavy-duty 

vehicles as part of  its pro-

motion of  President Joe 

Biden’s anti-climate change 

agenda.

The proposal is pretty 

strict, on purpose. The only 

way vehicle manufacturers 

can meet the targets set by 

the agency is to move most 

or all of  their fleet off  the 

internal-combustion plat-

form onto an electric one. 

That’s the objective, and 

the Biden administration is 

being fairly ruthless in its 

attempt to get us all there.

If  this were a 

small thing, the 

U.S. might with-

stand it but it’s 

not. America is 

a mobile nation. 

Cars and trucks 

are essential to 

the nation’s econ-

omy and, for the 

moment, absent 

something bet-

ter, gasoline is its 

lifeblood. 

Never mind that carbon 

emissions coming from mo-

tor vehicles are down from 

what they were when our 

moms drove station wagons 

the size of  battle tanks, the 

policymakers driving this 

agenda won’t be happy until 

they reach zero.

If  all new vehicles sold 

must be powered by elec-

tricity, a change the EPA’s 

proposed rule will force on 

everyone, the options avail-

able to working families will 

be significantly limited. At 

around $64,000 a pop for an 

EV, most of  them will see 

themselves priced out of  

the new car market.

This isn’t hard to predict. 

A poll conducted by The 

Associated Press-NORC 

Center for Public Affairs 

Research and the Energy 

Policy Institute at the Uni-

versity of  Chicago makes 

it obvious. Only 19% of  

U.S. adults said it’s “very” 

or “extremely” likely they 

would purchase an electric 

vehicle the next time they 

buy a car.

That means more people 

shopping in the used car 

market, leaving older cars 

on the road longer, produc-

ing the same emissions they 

did when they were new.

The market handles this 

by redesigning vehicles and 

power trains and produc-

ing greater fuel economy 

and fewer emissions – yes, 

all because of  government 

mandates – but because 

the transition is gradual, 

vehicles remain affordable. 

That means older cars with 

outmoded technologies are 

swapped for newer ones that 

produce fewer emissions.

This shouldn’t be hard to 

understand, but the bureau-

crats who wrote these new 

rules for the EPA can’t see 

that. They can’t see what 

they’ve put on the table runs 

counter to the achievement 

of  their ultimate goal.

No car company is going 

to stay in business manufac-

turing cars no one wants. 

The American auto indus-

try learned that in the 1970s 

when the Japanese and 

the Germans moved into 

the U.S. market with more 

fuel-efficient, affordable 

vehicles that were cheaper 

to operate and maintain 

and lasted longer than what 

Detroit was still putting out.

It took us a long time to 

learn the lessons of  that 

experience. Yet those mis-

takes are about to be re-

peated in the government-

driven rush to make every 

car sold in America an EV 

by the beginning of  the next 

decade.

It’s a bad idea, commer-

cially, technologically, and 

financially. Someone needs 

to put the brakes on it before 

the American auto market 

crashes and takes the rest 

of  the economy with it.

Peter Roff  is former U.S. 

News and World Report 

contributing editor and 

UPI senior political writer 

now affiliated with several 

DC-based public policy or-

ganizations. You can reach 

him at RoffColumns@

gmail.com.

Don’t crash U.S. auto market 
by forcing us to buy EVs

By 
Peter Roff

TODAY AT A GLANCE
Today is the 195th day of 2023 and the 

24th day of summer.

TODAY’S HISTORY: In 1789, the French 

Revolution began with the storming of the 

Bastille in Paris.

In 1881, infamous outlaw Billy the Kid 

was shot to death by Sheriff Pat Garrett 

near Fort Sumner in New Mexico.

In 1965, NASA’s Mariner 4 began its 

flyby of Mars, taking the first close-up 
photos of the planet.

In 2016, a truck was driven into a crowd 
celebrating Bastille Day in Nice, France, 

killing 86 people.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAYS: Gustav Klimt 

(1862-1918), painter; Woody Guthrie 
(1912-1967), singer-songwriter/musi-
cian; Gerald Ford (1913-2006), 38th U.S. 
president; Ingmar Bergman (1918-2007), 
screenwriter/director; Harry Dean Stanton 
(1926-2017), actor; Rosey Grier (1932- ), 
football player/actor; Jane Lynch (1960- ), 

actress; Matthew Fox (1966- ), actor; Brian 
Selznick (1966- ), writer/illustrator; Dar-
relle Revis (1985- ), football player.

TODAY’S FACT: NASA’s New Horizons 

probe is currently nearly 5 billion miles 
from Earth, traveling at 32,000 mph through 
the Kuiper Belt.

TODAY’S SPORTS: In 1999, the Western 
Conference defeated the Eastern Confer-
ence 79-61 to win the first WNBA All-Star 
Game.

TODAY’S QUOTE: “It’s a folk singer’s job 
to comfort disturbed people and to disturb 
comfortable people.” — Woody Guthrie

TODAY’S NUMBER: $192.7 million — 
total price fetched for four paintings by 
Gustav Klimt at a Christie’s auction in 2006.

TODAY’S MOON: Between last quarter 

moon (July 9) and new moon (July 17).

Popping the 
bubble of public 

comment

www.rustonleader.com
www.politicalcartoons.com
www.gmail.com
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NATIONAL AWARD continued from page 1

McLeroy and Blake are Black. 

Brown is white.

The rest of  the 15-member group 

will be appointed by the board, one 

by each member within his or her 

district.

“They’ll meet quarterly, dis-

cuss whatever they would like to, 

and then report back to the board 

when they feel necessary with any 

recommendations,” Durrett said.

District 11 member George 

Mack, Jr., who is Black, questioned 

the panel’s status as a superinten-

dent’s committee, rather than a 

board committee, and asked why no 

board members would serve on it.

As an advisory committee of  the 

superintendent, the group won’t 

be subject to the Open Meetings 

Law, and they’ll have no direct 

power over school district policy 

or personnel.

Board committees must come 

with all the trappings of  open meet-

ings, and only board members can 

vote in them.

The board’s legal counsel ex-

plained those differences to board 

members at Tuesday’s meeting.

The original committee was 

also a superintendent’s committee, 

despite a handful of  board mem-

bers making up a minority of  its 

membership.

But Durrett said this time he 

wanted a citizens’ committee with 

no direct influence from the board 

or central office.

“It gets a little confusing when 

you’ve got board members in 

there,” he told the Leader after the 

meeting. “I think it’s just cleaner if  

we’re out of  it, and it allows more 

community people to be on the com-

mittee, along with two principals 

and a teacher.”

The move comes on the heels of  

the school district’s failed proposal 

to absorb two elementary schools 

on the south side of  Ruston into 

two elementary schools on the 

north side, which was defeated at 

the polls in late April.

That effort spurred a group of  

mostly Black residents to turn out 

at board meetings in force, saying 

the consolidation would adversely 

affect Black and low-income com-

munities. 

And it was amidst these meet-

ings that Williams began asking for 

the Diversity Committee to return.

The Distinguished Ed-

ucator of  Blind Students 

award carries with it a 

$1,000 cash prize and an 

opportunity to address 

hundreds of  parents of  

blind students and net-

work with other blind 

individuals and teachers 

of  blind students. Pam 

Allen, Executive Director 

for the Louisiana Center 

for the Blind, said the 

recognition was well de-

served. 

“Krystal serves as the 

treasurer for the NFB of  

Louisiana, is a loving and 

devoted wife, mother, and 

leader in church,” Allen 

said. “She always goes the 

extra mile and has incred-

ibly high expectations. 

Because of  her creativity, 

commitment, leadership 

and dedicated service, the 

lives of  blind children and 

their families have been 

truly transformed.”

In addition to Allen’s 

submission, Guillory was 

nominated by several 

individuals including par-

ents of  students she has 

served, students, and 

colleagues. Because she 

wasn’t involved in the 

nomination process, the 

honor came as a complete 

surprise.

“My colleagues and 

husband were all in ca-

hoots on the nomination 

and I did not know about 

it until I was at the con-

ference and prepared 

to speak about a braille 

book fair that I help to 

coordinate,” Guillory 

said. “I think that I am 

the first teacher that they 

have ever surprised as 

normally the recipients 

prepare a speech.”

Guillory also gives 

credit where credit is due. 

Noting the support of  her 

husband Eric and the 

encouragement of  Ruby 

Ryles, who championed 

the push for braille for 

students regardless of  

their functional vision, 

she also offers gratitude 

for the immense support 

at the local level. 

Sharing that Lincoln 

Parish benefits from sup-

portive administrators, 

colleagues and paraedu-

cators that believe in 

blind children, she sees 

the award as a recognition 

for a superb team.

“Pam Allen has been a 

huge support for me, my 

students, and families 

throughout our state,” 

Guillory added. “She has 

never told me no about 

any need when it comes 

to our students. She has 

helped us secure teach-

ing materials and equip-

ment, supported families 

to come to conventions, 

provided a means for us 

to have weekend events, 

and other things. And 

while I am so blessed to 

have received the Dis-

tinguished Educator of  

Blind Students award, I 

have only been success-

ful because I work with 

phenomenal teams filled 

with hardworking teach-

ers and blind mentors.”

In reflecting on how the 

award might impact her 

ongoing commitment and 

work, Guillory is notably 

moved. 

“As teachers, there 

usually aren’t many acco-

lades received. We receive 

intangible gifts — a stu-

dent reading for the first 

time, a student graduat-

ing with honors — but 

this tangible plaque is 

something I can have in 

my classroom reminding 

me even in the long, hard 

days that I am making a 

difference and touching 

lives. This award has 

rejuvenated and inspired 

me to dream bigger for my 

students and the future.”

“I would like to utilize the experience gained in 
various capacities throughout my professional and 
business career to serve as an advocate and spokes-
person for each and every resident of  District 3.”  

“Lincoln Parish is thriving and a great place to 
live and work.  I wish to promote the parish’s many 
positive features.  I will always represent the residents 
of  District 3 with pride and dignity and will provide 
leadership and guidance as decisions are made af-
fecting our area,” he said. 

Durrett, who claims no political party affiliation, 
is from Simsboro. He is a graduate of  Simsboro High 
School and earned a Bachelor of  Science degree in 
civil engineering from Louisiana Tech University.  

He has been a registered professional engineer in 
Louisiana for over 55 years and for 17 years served 
as administrator/engineer for Lincoln Parish.  For 
the last two and one-half  years, he served as jury 
president.  

As a professional engineer, he was a member on 
the Louisiana Professional Engineering and Land 
Surveying Registration Board from 2000-2007, serving 
as its chair in 2006.  In 2005, Durrett was awarded the 
Lincoln Humanitarian Award by the Ruston Lincoln 
Chamber of  Commerce.  He presently serves on the 
Lincoln Parish Fire District No. 1 Board and has been 
an active member of  the Rotary Club for 33 years.

Durrett has been married to Nancy Harmon 
Durrett for 63 years. They are the parents of  three 
children, have six grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren. Durrett was born and educated in 
Lincoln Parish and now lives near his childhood 
home.  He is a deacon at First Baptist Church in 
Arcadia where he serves as a trustee and is chair of  
the finance committee. 

host this,” Briggs said. 
“I’ve shot there myself  
for ASA qualifiers before. 
I’ve enjoyed it there.”

Briggs said close to 
75% of  shooters in Louisi-
ana are within the central 
and northern region, 
making Ruston an easy 
choice to bring the highly 
competitive shooters 
together for the grand 
finale of  the season.

Officials expect well 
over 200 shooters total 
over the three-day cham-
pionship.

District 6 Lincoln Par-
ish Police Juror Glenn 
Scriber headed up the 

construction of  the new 
range and coordination 
for the championship.

After detailing the 
news to fellow jurors 
at Tuesday’s meeting, 
Scriber said he expects 
Ruston will make good 
on its promise and host 
an exciting weekend of  
archery.

“We got asked in an 
emergency situation to 
host this state tourna-
ment,” Scriber said Tues-
day. “We were on track for 
next year, and they were 
supposed to have it in the 
central part of  the state. 
But it’s going to look re-

ally good, and I think it’ll 
make a great impression 
on the state.”

The original range, 
completed in September 
of  2021, is located on 10 
acres of  land and is ASA 
certified with 20 life-sized 
animal targets such as 
deer, hogs, turkeys, and 
more.

Scriber and his team 
spent the two-week win-
dow building a new range 
nearby, working to make 
as close to a duplicate as 
possible.

The work will be worth 
it, according to Scriber.

Like any other attrac-

tion in the parish, Scriber 
is banking that it won’t 
just be the competitors 
who come to town.

“It’s going to have a 
big impact because of  the 
people come in and spend 
the night or stay all day,” 
Scriber said. “They go 
out to eat and leave with 
gas and visit local stores 
and things like that. Let’s 
say we have 100 shooters; 
they bring families with 
them and, heck, some 
whole families shoot 
together. It’s going to be 
a big impact.”

Lincoln Parish Park 
Director James Ramsaur 

DIVERSITY continued from page 1

DURRETT continued from page 1

thanked Scriber and his 
team for taking on the 
bulk of  the work required 
to put the event on, given 
the short notice.

 Ramsaur, who’s spent 
28 years working at the 
park, is always welcom-
ing to major events to 
the parish for the stage it 
presents for Ruston and 
the parish at large.

“It honestly has re-
quired very little from 
our staff. Glenn has done 
pretty much everything 

with that. We mowed and 
trimmed and did all that, 
but he set things up,” 
Ramsaur said. “I’m not 
an archer, but from what 
I gather, feedback has 
been that’s always been 
a really good course, and 
it’s very important and 
we can have the facilities 
like this in the parish.”

For any patrons look-
ing to watch the cham-
pionship this weekend, 
admission is $3 to enter 
the park. 

ARCHERY continued from page 1

NEW YORK (AP) — Wall Street’s 

winning streak barreled into a fourth 

day following the latest signal that 

inflation is easing its chokehold on 

the economy. The S&P 500 rose 0.8% 

Thursday for its highest close since 

April 2020. 

The Dow Jones Industrial Average 

rose 0.1%, and the Nasdaq composite 

rallied 1.6% as Big Tech stocks led the 

way. Treasury yields tumbled further 

in the bond market after a report 

showed inflation at the wholesale level 

cooled by more in June than expected. 

That has traders increasingly bet-

ting the Federal Reserve may end its 

blistering run of  hikes to interest rates 

very soon.

High inflation has been the main 

reason investors have been fearing 

a possible recession, because of  how 

high the Federal Reserve has cranked 

interest rates to get prices under con-

trol. High rates undercut inflation by 

bluntly slowing the entire economy 

and hurting prices for investments. 

They also can cause unanticipated 

parts of  the economy to break.

Traders remain nearly convinced 

the Fed will raise the federal funds 

rate at its next meeting in two weeks 

to its highest level since 2001. But this 

week’s inflation data has also pushed 

traders to build bets for that to be the 

final rate increase of  this cycle.

A report on Wednesday showed that 

prices consumers paid in June were 

3% higher than a year earlier, down 

from inflation of  more than 9% last 

summer. It’s been a “cool summer 

breeze,” as Deutsche Bank economists 

describe it.

Treasury yields fell further in the 

bond market as traders pared bets for 

Fed rate hikes later this year.

The 10-year Treasury yield fell to 

3.75% from 3.86% late Wednesday and 

from 3.98% late Tuesday. 

Wall Street on the rise again as inflation declines

www.argentadvisors.com
www.fcc.gov/affordable-connectivity-program-consumer-faq
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Louisiana Tech Sports

 

The Louisiana Tech Softball 

team strengthened its roster on 

Wednesday with the addition of  

third baseman Claire Raley, who 

transferred from Utah State. 

A native of  Clovis, California, 

Raley arrives in Ruston after 

spending her freshman and 

sophomore seasons at Utah 

State, where she ranked in the 

Aggie Softball record books in 

career stolen bases (29, 7th) 

and single-season stolen bases 

(18, 10th). 

“We are excited to welcome 

Claire to the LA Tech Soft-

ball family,” Head Coach Josh 

Taylor said. “She is a tremen-

dous competitor, who brings 

a combination of  speed, gap 

to gap power and is a dynamic 

infielder. Claire is an exciting 

addition that will contribute im-

mediately to bringing another 

CUSA championship back to 

Ruston.” 

As a sophomore in 2023, Raley 

started all 41 games and posted 

a team-best .328 batting aver-

age with 44 hits, six walks, and 

20 RBIs in 134 at bats. She also 

led the team with three triples 

while adding six doubles and 

four home runs. 

During the season, she logged 

a career-high three hits on three 

occasions. Defensively, she 

recorded 33 putouts and 77 as-

sists while posting a .948 fielding 

percentage. Raley made an im-

mediate impact as a freshman, 

appearing in 33 games while 

making 26 starts. 

She tallied 13 hits, nine walks, 

seven RBIs, 11 stolen bases and 

20 runs scored. Defensively, 

she recorded 34 putouts and 

32 assists with a .971 fielding 

percentage. In the classroom, 

she was a two-time Academic 

All-Mountain West honoree. 

“I chose Louisiana Tech be-

cause the community in Ruston 

is unmatched and I want to 

compete at a high level with 

this team and coaching staff.” 

Raley said. 

Raley prepped at Buchanan 

High School in Clovis, Calif., 

where she earned first-team all-

league honors as a sophomore 

and senior while being named 

Offensive Player of  the Year in 

2019. 

She still holds the Buchanan 

High School record for most 

stolen bases in a single game 

with five. 

For all the latest in Tech 

Softball, follow us on Twitter 

(@LATechSB), Instagram (@

LATechSB), and Facebook 

(LATechSoftball).

Photo courtesy of Utah State Athletics

Louisiana Tech softball picked 

up former Utah State third base-

man Claire Raley in the transfer 

portal Wednesday, giving the 

Techsters an on-base threat.

Techsters
add to roster
with addition
of Raley

By Matt Belinson
sports@rustonleader.com

 

Two of  the best Gram-

bling State defensive play-

ers in program history 

moved one step closer to 

reaching football immor-

tality Wednesday, with the 

Pro Football Hall of  Fame 

announcing 60 total semifi-

nalists for the Class of  2024.

Former GSU corner-

backs Everson Walls and 

Albert Lewis were included 

in the semifinalists among 

31 players, along with for-

mer coaches and contribu-

tors.

Each semifinalist played 

his last game in profes-

sional football no later than 

the 1998 season.

The duo will be moved 

on to the next round of  con-

sideration where 12 players 

and 12 coach/contributors 

move through to the next 

stage. The results of  the 

next round of  cuts will be 

announced July 27.

Everson Walls
Walls played at Gram-

bling from 1977 to 1980 and 

led the nation in inter-

ceptions (11) as a senior, 

eventually named to the 

Kodak 1-AA All American 

team and Black College 

All-American team.

The SWAC Hall of  Fame 

and 2011 Grambling Leg-

ends Hall of  Fame inductee 

signed with the Dallas Cow-

boys as an undrafted free 

agent in 1981 and played for 

America’s Team until 1989. 

Walls was a three-time 

first team All-Pro selection 

and four-time Pro Bowl 

GSU legends named semifinalists 
for Pro Football Hall of Fame

Photos by Getty Images

Former Grambling State football defensive stars Albert Willis (left) and Everson 

Walls (right) were named semifinalists for the Pro Football Hall of Fame Class of 2024 

on Wednesday.

selection while with the 

Cowboys. To this day, Walls 

ranks second in Cowboys 

history with 44 career in-

terceptions.

He led the NFL in inter-

ceptions for three seasons 

and finished with 57 in his 

career, tied for 13th most in 

NFL history — more than 

Deion Sanders and Ty Law.

After leaving the Cow-

boys, Walls went to division 

rival New York Giants from 

1990 to 1992 and won Super 

Bowl XXV over the Buffalo 

Bills.

Walls wrapped up his 

career with the Cleveland 

Browns from 1992-93.

Albert Lewis
Lewis played at Gram-

bling State from 1979 to 

1982, amassing 11 inter-

ceptions over his final 

two seasons and earning 

All-SWAC honors as well.

The former cornerback 

grew up in Mansfield and 

attended DeSoto High 

School, where he was 

named an All-District 

selection as a senior in 

1978 before joining Eddie 

Robinson and the G-Men.

Lewis was the 61st over-

all pick in the 1983 NFL 

Draft by the Kansas City 

Chiefs, where he played 

from 1983 to 1993. He went 

on to play in 150 games for 

the AFC West squad, ac-

cumulating 555 tackles (450 

solo), 38 interceptions, 11 

fumble recoveries and 4.5 

sacks. Lewis also blocked 

11 kicks in 11 seasons with 

the Chiefs.

Lewis was added to the 

Chiefs Hall of  Fame in 2007.

His career spanned 16 

seasons in which he re-

corded 42 interceptions, 

12.5 sacks, 13 forced fum-

bles, 13 fumble recoveries 

and 2 touchdowns from 

his time in Kansas City 

and Los Angeles/Oakland 

(1994-98).

Lewis retired from the 

NFL in 1998, but not before 

he was named a two-time 

first team All-Pro (1989, 

1990) and a four-time Pro 

Bowl selection (1987-1990).

Grambling State has had 

four players inducted into 

the Pro Football Hall of  

Fame: Willie Davis, (Class 

of  1981), Willie Brown 

(Class of  1984), Junious 

‘Buck’ Buchanan (Class of  

1990), and Charlie Joiner 

(Class of  1996).

By Jalon Grant
Special to the Leader

 

Football can be a sport 

that offers the opportunity 

to travel the world, and Rus-

ton’s Ethan Russell seized 

his. 

During the week of  June 

20-24, Russell participated in 

the annual USA vs. Mexico 

elite prospect games in Mon-

terrey, Mexico. Hard work 

does not go unnoticed, and 

when you put the work in, 

you reap the reward, which 

got Russell an invite to the 

games. 

“I received an invite 

through email to attend this 

year’s games,” said Russell. 

“From playing in All-Star 

tournament games and for 

the True Talent team, that 

put my skills on display and 

got me noticed by others, 

so that’s how I ended up in 

Mexico this year.” 

The only way to get bet-

ter is to go up against the 

best, and Russell felt like 

having players from all 50 

states helped raise his level 

of  competition.

“There were players from 

all states, which brought 

good competition,” said Rus-

sell. “The competition helped 

my game a lot; it is always 

someone better. You have to 

go out and work hard every 

day, and I feel like I played 

the way I wanted to and could 

play during the games. Also, 

we played a game every day, 

which also helped.” 

On the green turf  between 

the white lines, Team Mexico 

was the enemy, but when the 

games were over and the dust 

settled, Russell made great 

bonds with his opponents. 

Ruston freshman travels to Mexico 
for annual international games

Courtesy photo

Ruston High incoming freshman Ethan Russell put on 

the red, white and blue uniform in Mexico to participate 

in the international games.

“I made great connections 

with players and coaches 

from Mexico,” said Russell. 

“After the games, we talked 

and even took jersey swap 

pictures as they do in the 

National Football League. 

Overall, I had a good time.” 

Football was most defi-

nitely the focus during the 

week, but having downtime, 

viewing Monterrey, and 

seeing things you usually 

do not see in the U.S. was a 

highlight of  Russell’s. 

“Me and my mom had 

a chance to try different 

foods, and we also saw a lot 

of  mountains, that’s some-

thing you don’t see a lot of  

in Louisiana. It was just 

neat seeing a whole culture 

of  different things,” he said.

The grind never stops as 

Russell’s focus has shifted 

back with his teammates 

leaving Mexico, as they 

are going through summer 

workouts preparing for the 

fall season. 

Standing 5-9 and 240 

pounds, the incoming fresh-

man plans to be one of  the 

key pieces on this year’s 

Ruston Bearcats on the 

defensive line, playing de-

fensive tackle. 

“Workouts are tough 

right now; it’s way different 

than junior high football. I’ll 

get through it, though,” said 

Russell with a chuckle. 

Playing high school foot-

ball can elevate your game to 

the next level. Even though 

he’s a freshman, he and 

some classmates could be 

thrown into the fire early 

for one of  the best teams in 

Louisiana.

“We have a great fresh-

man class coming in. Eight 

of  us will play varsity this 

year, and I feel like we are 

going to play well,” Russell 

added.

While he plans to don the 

red and white for four years, 

he has lofty expectations 

for himself  in his freshman 

season. 

“My goal this year is to 

earn a few college offers, get 

better every day, and build 

my body to play on the high 

school level,” he said.

Last year, the Bearcats 

returned to the state cham-

pionship game for the first 

time in 24 years. Getting 

back there is now the stan-

dard, which adds fuel to the 

fire, with most of  the team 

back from last year and the 

new pieces in the mix. This 

is why Russell believes the 

Ruston community should 

come out and support the 

team this year. 

“I feel like we can make 

it back to the Dome and win 

it this time,” said Russell. 

“I’m not saying we have a 

better team than last year, 

but we have many new guys 

coming in, and we believe 

if  we all come together as 

a group, we can go back to 

the Superdome and win it 

this time.”

PORTSPORTSSS
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LINCOLN PARISH ARRESTSLINCOLN PARISH ARRESTSLINCOLN PARISH ARRESTS
Name: Vincent Cardell 
Elmore II
Age: 27
Address: 401 South 
Barnett Springs, Ruston
Arrested for:  Hit and run, 
license plate switched, 
expired MVI
Date of arrest: July 4
Time of arrest: 11:09 p.m.
Place of arrest: Eagle Drive 
at Celebrity Drive
Arresting agency: RPD
Bond amount: None listed

Name: Vincent Cardell 
Elmore II
Age: 27
Address: 401 South 
Barnett Springs, Ruston
Arrested for:  DWI 1st 
Date of arrest: July 4
Time of arrest: 11:09 p.m.
Place of arrest: Eagle Drive 
at Celebrity Drive
Arresting agency: LSP
Bond amount: None listed

Name: Matthew J. Bell
Age: 41
Address: 501 Mill Creek 
Dr., Farmerville
Arrested for:  Execution of 
sentence – possession 
of Schedule III and intro 
of contraband to jail; 
execution of sentence – 
possession of Schedule 
IV
Date of arrest: July 5
Time of arrest: 10:30 a.m.
Place of arrest: Lincoln 
Parish 3rd Judicial District 
Courthouse Annex
Arresting agency: LPSO
Bond amount: Hard labor 
DOC

Name: Ricktavious Reed
Age: 22
Address: 1900 Park Ridge 
Lane, Ruston
Arrested for:  Criminal 
trespass, disturbing the 
peace by fighting, simple 
criminal damage to 
property
Date of arrest: July 5
Time of arrest: 2:59 p.m.
Place of arrest: 1900 Park 
Ridge Lane
Arresting agency: RPD
Bond amount: ROR, ROR, 
ROR

Name: Heather N. Roton
Age: 32
Address: 186 Pecan St., 
Choudrant
Arrested for:  Bench 
warrant – 3rd Judicial – 
simple criminal damage 
to property over $1,000; 
bench warrant – 3rd 
Judicial – simple criminal 
damage to property under 
$1,000
Date of arrest: July 5
Time of arrest: 4 p.m.

Place of arrest: 170 Road 
Camp Road
Arresting agency: LPSO
Bond amount: None listed

Name: Desiree Monique 
Thomas
Age: 19
Address: 300 BT Woodard 
Apt. 50, Grambling
Arrested for: FTA bench 
warrant – careless 
operation, FTA bench 
warrant – driver license – 
none issued 
Date of arrest: July 5
Time of arrest: 7:07 p.m.
Place of arrest: 818 at 
Tarbutton Road
Arresting agency: RPD
Bond amount: None listed

Name: Anthony Charles 
Evans
Age: 60
Address: 1307 Lewis St., 
Ruston
Arrested for:  Execution of 
sentence – possession of 
cocaine
Date of arrest: July 5
Time of arrest: 7:15 p.m.
Place of arrest: Lincoln 
Parish Courthouse Annex
Arresting agency: LPSO
Bond amount: None listed

Name: Tiara Brooks
Age: 27
Address: 570 College Ave., 
Grambling
Arrested for:  RPD warrant 
entering or remaining 
after being forbidden, 
RPD warrant resisting an 
officer by violence
Date of arrest: July 7
Time of arrest: 7:43 p.m.
Place of arrest: 600 block 
Bond Street
Arresting agency: RPD
Bond amount: None listed

Name: Jimmy Ray Turner
Age: 41
Address: 109 Turner St., 
Ruston
Arrested for:  Resisting an 
officer by flight, driver’s 
license suspended
Date of arrest: July 5
Time of arrest: 8:20 p.m.
Place of arrest: Shoppers 
Value
Arresting agency: RPD
Bond amount: None listed

Name: Jimmy Ray Turner
Age: 41
Address: 109 Turner St., 
Ruston
Arrested for:  Criminal 
arrest warrant – simple 
burglary – theft from a 
motor vehicle
Date of arrest: July 5
Time of arrest: 9:45 p.m.
Place of arrest: Lincoln 
Parish Detention Center

Arresting agency: RPD
Bond amount: None listed

Name: Brittany Evans
Age: 26
Address: 713 McDonald 
Ave., #K54, Ruston
Arrested for: 3rd Judicial 
warrant – second degree 
battery 
Date of arrest: July 6
Time of arrest: 4:29 a.m.
Place of arrest: Sports 
complex
Arresting agency: RPD
Bond amount: None listed

Name: Kendra Shuntal 
Ford
Age: 32
Address: 3023 Courtney 
Ave., Ruston
Arrested for:  City Court 
of Ruston bench warrant 
– theft less than $1,000, 
City Court of Ruston 
bench warrant – theft 
less than $300, illegal 
transmission of monetary 
funds
Date of arrest: July 6
Time of arrest: 9:41 a.m.
Place of arrest: 3023 
Courtney Ave.
Arresting agency: RPD
Bond amount: $10,00, 
$5,000, TBS

Name: Taylor Mason 
Williams
Age: 35
Address: 224 Ragan St., 
Ruston
Arrested for:  Violation of a 
protective order
Date of arrest: July 6
Time of arrest: 6:32 p.m.
Place of arrest: 3504 Janice 
Drive
Arresting agency: LPSO
Bond amount: None listed

Name: Lazerick Mardis
Age: 44
Address: 109 Turner St., 
Ruston
Arrested for:  Lincoln 
Parish bench warrants 
– ran red light and fail 
to register vehicle, 
possession of Schedule 
II CDS more than 2, 
possession of Schedule 
II, possession of a 
firearm by; possession of 
Schedule II (Ecstasy) with 
the intent to distribute, 
possession of Schedule 
II (crack cocaine), 
possession of Schedule I 
(synthetic marijuana)
Date of arrest: July 6
Time of arrest: 8:17 p.m.
Place of arrest: 502 Martin 
L. King Blvd.
Arresting agency: RPD
Bond amount: None listed

Name: Meagan Thompson

Age: 33
Address: 3537 Hwy. 167, 
Ruston
Arrested for:  Contempt of 
court
Date of arrest: July 5
Time of arrest: 12:33 p.m.
Place of arrest: 100 West 
Texas Ave.
Arresting agency: LPSO
Bond amount: 15-day 
sentence

Name: Shaquille D. 
Williams
Age: 29
Address: 1609 W. 
California Ave., Lot. 8, 
Ruston
Arrested for: Illegal 
window tint, driving under 
suspension, possession 
of Schedule I (marijuana) 
– 3rd offense, possession 
of Schedule I (Ecstasy), 
possession of drug 
paraphernalia, simple 
possession of marijuana, 
driver’s license – none 
issued
Date of arrest: July 7
Time of arrest: 12:03 a.m.
Place of arrest: US 167 ay 
Simmons
Arresting agency: LPSO
Bond amount: $10,000

Name: Devasquez Payton
Age: 34
Address: 407 Fountain Dr., 
Apt. 2, Ruston
Arrested for:  Ruston 
city arrest warrant 
– aggravated second-
degree battery, resisting 
an officer by flight
Date of arrest: July 7
Time of arrest: 2 a.m.
Place of arrest: Ruston 
public library
Arresting agency: RPD
Bond amount: None listed

Name: Donald Daniels
Age: 55
Address: 140 4th St., 
Ruston
Arrested for: RPD bench 
warrants – driver’s license 
suspension/revocation 
(2), RPD bench warrant – 
expired MVI, resisting by 
false information 
Date of arrest: July 7
Time of arrest: 9:59 p.m.
Place of arrest: Hwy. 146 at 
Hwy. 563
Arresting agency: LPSO
Bond amount: None liste

Name: Kaden Blaze 
Walker Tharpe
Age: 23
Address: 11463 Trails End 
Road, Oak Ridge
Arrested for: Ruston city 
warrant – possession of 
stolen things
Date of arrest: July 8

Time of arrest: 3:15 a.m.
Place of arrest: Union 
Parish Detention Center
Arresting agency: RPD
Bond amount: $1,500

Name: Dorissa Reynolds
Age: Not listed
Address: 104 Calvin St. 
(homeless)
Arrested for:  Entry and 
remaining when forbidden
Date of arrest: July 8
Time of arrest: 3:02 p.m.
Place of arrest: 105 Calvin 
St.
Arresting agency: RPD
Bond amount: ROR

Name: Kyle Armstrong, Jr.
Age: 21
Address: 5338 Cameron 
Blvd.
Arrested for:  Ruston city 
court warrants expired 
license plate, driver’s 
license-non issued
Date of arrest: July 8
Time of arrest: 10:46 p.m.
Place of arrest: South 
Trenton Street at Railroad 
Avenue
Arresting agency: RPD
Bond amount: None listed

Name: Sylvonnia Hornsby
Age: 20
Address: 612 Spice Dr., 
Ruston
Arrested for: Ruston City 
Court warrants – driver’s 
license – none issued; 
improper turn
Date of arrest: July 9
Time of arrest: 12:46 a.m.
Place of arrest: West 
Alabama at Western Ave.
Arresting agency: RPD
Bond amount: $4,000

Name: Malik Hornsby
Age: 24
Address: 309 Dan Reneau 
Drive, Ruston
Arrested for:  Home 
invasion, aggravated 
assault with a firearm (5 
counts), felon in presence 
of firearm
Date of arrest: July 9
Time of arrest: 12:33 p.m.
Place of arrest: 501 North 
Trenton St.
Arresting agency: RPD
Bond amount: None listed

Name: Courvoisie Hill
Age: 36
Address: 1701 W. 
California Ave., Ruston
Arrested for:  Aggravated 
battery
Date of arrest: July 10
Time of arrest: 9 a.m.
Place of arrest: Lincoln 
Parish Detention Center
Arresting agency: LPSO
Bond amount: No bond

Name: Darus Crawford
Age: 42
Address: 709 Hwy. 3074, 
Ruston
Arrested for:  Domestic 
abuse battery
Date of arrest: July 10
Time of arrest: 6:01 p.m.
Place of arrest: 611 S. 
Bonner St.
Arresting agency: RPD
Bond amount: TBS

Name: Dorrissa Reynolds
Age: 37
Address: 108 Calvin St., 
Ruston
Arrested for:  Public 
intimidation and 
retaliation, simple 
obstruction of a highway 
of commerce, criminal 
trespass, resisting an 
officer (2 counts), battery 
of a police officer, criminal 
mischief
Date of arrest: July 10
Time of arrest: 7 p.m.
Place of arrest: 1500 S. 
Vienna St.
Arresting agency: RPD
Bond amount: TBS, TBS, 
ROR, TBS, TBS, ROR

Name: Megan Hobson
Age: 31
Address: 1067 Hwy. 563, 
Dubach
Arrested for:  Ruston City 
bench warrant-disobey 
flashing red signal
Date of arrest: July 10
Time of arrest: 9:37 p.m.
Place of arrest: Farmerville 
Hwy. at Celebrity Drive
Arresting agency: RPD
Bond amount: $2,000

Name: Bayron Hernandez-
Rodriquez
Age: 19
Address: 1701 Goodwin 
Road #118, Ruston
Arrested for:  DWI 1st 
offense, hit and run, no 
driver’s license
Date of arrest: July 11
Time of arrest: 8:48 p.m.
Place of arrest: 1200 
Celebrity Drive
Arresting agency: RPD
Bond amount: $1,500, 
TBE, ROR

Name: Latasha Murphy
Age: 41
Address: 1331 Robinette, 
Ruston
Arrested for:  Ruston city 
warrant FTA-headlight-
driving without during 
dark hours
Date of arrest: July 11
Time of arrest: 10:57 p.m.
Place of arrest: 925 Tech 
Drive
Arresting agency: RPD
Bond amount: $2,000

AP file photo by Manuel Balce Ceneta
The White House is seen, July 30, 2022, in Washington. No fingerprints or DNA turned up on the bag-

gie of cocaine found in the West Wing lobby last week despite a sophisticated FBI crime lab analysis, 

and surveillance footage of the area didn’t identify a suspect, according to a summary of the Secret 

Service investigation obtained by The Associated Press. There are no leads on who brought the drugs 

into the White House.

WASHINGTON (AP) 

— No fingerprints or 

DNA turned up on the 

baggie of  cocaine found 

in a lobby at the White 

House last week de-

spite a sophisticated FBI 

crime lab analysis, and 

surveillance footage of  

the area didn’t identify 

a suspect, according to 

a summary of  the Secret 

Service investigation 

obtained by The Associ-

ated Press. There are no 

leads on who brought the 

drugs into the building.

U.S. Secret Service 

agents found the white 

powder during a routine 

White House sweep on 

July 2, in a heavily traf-

ficked West Wing lobby 

where staff  go in and out, 

and tour groups gather 

to drop their phones and 

other belongings.

“Without physical ev-

idence, the investigation 

will not be able to single 

out a person of  interest 

from the hundreds of  

individuals who passed 

through the vestibule 

where the cocaine was 

discovered,” Secret Ser-

vice officials said in the 

summary.

It’s most likely the bag 

was left behind by one of  

the hundreds of  visitors 

who traveled in and out 

of  the building over the 

weekend, according to a 

person familiar with the 

investigation who was 

not authorized to talk 

about an ongoing probe 

and spoke to The Associ-

ated Press on condition 

of  anonymity.

The presence of  co-

caine at the White House 

prompted a flurry of  

criticism and questions 

from Republicans, who 

received a closed brief-

ing Thursday on the 

results of  the investiga-

tion.

“There is no equal 

justice,” House Speaker 

Kevin McCarthy said 

Thursday. “Anything re-

volving around ‘Biden, 

Inc.’ gets treated dif-

ferent than any other 

American and that’s got 

to stop.”

White House press 

secretary Karine Jean-

Pierre said President 

Joe Biden believed it was 

“incredibly important” 

for the Secret Service 

to get to the bottom of  

No fingerprints, leads from cocaine at the White House, Secret Service claims

how the drugs ended 

up in the White House. 

The Secret Service is 

responsible for securing 

the White House and led 

the investigation.

Biden wasn’t there at 

the time of  the discovery. 

He was at Camp David 

with members of  his 

family for the holiday 

weekend.

The complex was 

briefly evacuated as a 

precaution when the 

white powder was found. 

The fire department 

was called in to test the 

substance on the spot 

to determine whether it 

was hazardous, and the 

initial test came back 

negative for a biohazard 

but positive for cocaine.

The bag was sent for 

a secondary, more sensi-

tive lab analysis. Home-

land Security’s National 

Biodefense Analysis and 

Countermeasures Cen-

ter analyzed the item 

for any biothreats. Tests 

conducted at the facility 

came back negative.

The cocaine and pack-

aging underwent fur-

ther forensics testing, 

including advanced fin-

gerprint and DNA work 

at the FBI’s crime labo-

ratory, according to the 

summary. The FBI also 

did chemical testing.

Meanwhile, Secret 

Service investigators 

put together a list of  

several hundred indi-

viduals who may have 

accessed the area where 

the drugs were found. 

Anyone who comes 

through the White 

House must give iden-

tifying information and 

pass through security 

before entering.
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SATURDAY, 

JULY 15, 2023

Do what you can to help 

others this year, but not at 

the expense of  falling behind 

or giving up on your dreams. 

Changing how you do things 

will improve how others treat 

you. Building a solid reputa-

tion will stop those trying to 

take advantage of  you. Pay 

attention to details, and put 

your energy where it counts. 

CANCER (June 21-July 

22) -- Stretch your imagi-

nation and see what you 

discover. Take advantage of  

your resources and call on 

those who never disappoint 

you. An offer that sounds 

too good to be true will have 

hidden costs. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 

-- Stick to the facts. Giving 

others a truthful picture of  

what's happening in your life 

will be the way to go. Criticiz-

ing others will cause friction. 

Romance is favored. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 

22) -- Stop talking and start 

getting things done. It's hard 

to please everyone, but first 

and foremost, you must 

satisfy yourself. Follow your 

heart and be a trailblazer. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 

23) -- You'll get back what 

you dish out. Make strategic 

moves that complement your 

plans and bring you closer 

to that picture-perfect life in 

your dreams. Draw on your 

intelligence. Good deeds will 

pay off. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 

22) -- Keep moving forward. 

Overthinking a situation will 

lead to uncertainty. Pay at-

tention to where your money 

goes, and you'll devise a plan 

that encourages you to save 

money and spend less. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-

Dec. 21) -- Make decisions 

before someone makes them 

for you. Hiding from the truth 

won't solve problems. Disci-

pline will be necessary if  you 

want to make your life better. 

Choose peace over discord. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-

Jan. 19) -- Breathe deeply, 

count your blessings and be 

grateful for what you have. 

Investments look promising, 

and building equity is fa-

vored. Make a positive change 

to your living arrangements. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 

19) -- Sit tight and wait for 

things to settle down. If  you 

act in haste, something will 

backfire, leaving you vulner-

able. Focus on yourself, your 

responsibilities and getting 

along with the people you 

love. 

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 

20) -- Focus on what you want 

to achieve, and you'll meet 

your objective with time to 

relax and enjoy the company 

of  a loved one. Hosting an 

event or starting a creative 

endeavor will lead to new 

opportunities.

ARIES (March 21-April 

19) -- Look for alternatives if  

you are facing property, fam-

ily or legal issues. Act on your 

own behalf  instead of  trust-

ing someone else to do your 

work. Change begins with 

you, so start the ball rolling. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 

20) -- Be realistic when mak-

ing decisions. Research and 

practicality will guide you to 

victory. Stay on course and 

refuse to let someone with 

pie-in-the-sky ideas dictate 

what you do next. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 

20) -- Stop dreaming and start 

acting. What you do will affect 

how you feel about yourself  

and how others treat you. 

Live within your means and 

honor your promises. Home 

improvements will set the 

mood for romance. 
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PUBLIC NOTICES
PublicNoticeAds.com

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The following application will be considered at a meeting of the Planning and 
Zoning Commission of the City of Ruston, Monday, July 17th, 2023, at 5:30 
P.M. in the Court Room, City Hall, and 401 North Trenton Street.
Case No. 1579:Public Hearing to Consider Changes to the Zoning Code
Any person interested in these matters may attend these public hearings and 
voice that interest.  Accommodations will be made for the hearing impaired and 
non-English speaking individuals provided that notice is received by the City 
no later than noon on Wednesday, July 12th, 2023.  Requests for accommoda-
tions should be made to Angie Robinson, Ruston, Louisiana (318-251-8654).
Emily Allement
Planning & Zoning
Published in the Ruston Daily Leader, Ruston, LA, on June 30,2023, July 
7&14,2023

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The following application will be considered at a special meeting of the Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission of the City of Ruston, Monday, July 17th, 2023, 
at 5:30 P.M. in the Court Room, City Hall, and 401 North Trenton Street.
Case No. 1580: Application for Zoning Amendment from R-10, One-
Family Residential to PUD, Planned Unit Development
Application for Preliminary Plat of Planned Unit Development (Greenwood 
Crossing Subdivision) 
Owner/Applicant: City of Ruston/Ruston Housing Authority     
Location:   Property located west of Clay Street, north of Cornell Avenue, and 
south of Martin Luther King Drive; Lincoln Parish Assessor’s Parcel Numbers 
30182034479 and a portion of Parcel 30182146146 located on the south side 
of Martin Luther King Drive/Highway 146.
Any person interested in these matters may attend these public hearings and 
voice that interest.  Accommodations will be made for the hearing impaired 
and non-English speaking individuals. Requests for accommodations should 
be made to Angie Robinson, Ruston, Louisiana (318-251-8654).
Emily Allement
Planning & Zoning
Published in the Ruston Daily Leader, Ruston, LA, on June 30,2023, July 
7&14,2023

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The following application will be considered at a meeting of the Planning and 
Zoning Commission of the City of Ruston, Monday, July 17, 2023, at 5:30 P.M. 
in the Court Room, City Hall, and 401 North Trenton Street.
Case No. 1585: Application for Conditional Use - Townhouses
Owner/Applicant: Grayson Properties, L.L.C.   
Location:   Adjoining parcels along James Street, Spencer Street, and 
Cooktown Road; Lincoln Parish Assessor’s Parcel Numbers 23183000131, 
23183000008, 23183000007 
Any person interested in these matters may attend these public hearings and 
voice that interest.  Accommodations will be made for the hearing impaired and 
non-English speaking individuals provided that notice is received by the City 
no later than noon on Wednesday, July 12, 2023.  Requests for accommoda-
tions should be made to Angie Robinson, Ruston, Louisiana (318-251-8654).
Emily Allement
Planning & Zoning
Published in the Ruston Daily Leader, Ruston, LA, on June 30,2023, July 7&14

LINCOLN TOTAL COMMUNITY ACTION, INC.
BID NOTICE
Lincoln Total Community Action, Inc. will receive bids on food items
listed on or before July 21, 2023 - 3:00 PM.
Food items include: Milk and Milk Products
Bids will be opened and read on Tuesday, July 25, 2023 – 1:00 PM
at the Lincoln Head Start Center, 421 West Vaughn Street, Ruston, LA
71270.
The Agency reserves the right to accept or reject any and all bids and
to waive any informalities.
“THE AGENCY IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER”
s/Clotill Smith
Executive Director
Published in the Ruston Daily Leader, Ruston, LA, on July 12,14&19 2023

MINUTES. CITY OF GRAMBLING, GRAMBLING, LOUISIANA.
Monthly Meeting
June 1, 2023
Mayor Alvin Bradley, Sr. opened the regular session of the Grambling City 
Council on Thursday, June 6, 2023, at 6:00 pm. at Grambling City Hall. Mayor 
Alvin Bradley offered the invocation and led the council and others into the 
Pledge of Allegiance. Present were the following Council Members: John 
Brown, Jr., Cathy H. Giles, Jerry Lewis, DeVaria H. Ponton, and Delores W. 
Smith. Absent: None. A quorum was present. Attorney Ronald F. Lattier was 
present. It was moved by Council member Delores W. Smith and seconded 
by Council Member Cathy H. Giles to adopt the agenda dated June 1, 2023.
Roll call or yea/nay was as follows:
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Cathy H. Giles to adopt the minutes of the Monthly MeeGng for May 4, 2023. 
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Part II. 

Public Comments – The City will announce any public comments received prior to the meeGng 
and will allow five minutes for anyone to call in to make public comments. 

Ms. Theresa WyaP announced her intenGons to run for Police Jury. 

Dr. Danielle Williams and Mr. David Ferguson (Lincoln Parish School Board) spoke about their 
intenGons for transparency and test scores of all students. The administraGon suggested closing 
some schools to open an alternaGve school. The idea was put to a vote amongst the voters of 
Lincoln parish and was voted down seventy percent to thirty percent, with 70 percent not in 
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Member Cathy H. Giles to adopt the minutes of the Monthly Meeting for May 
4, 2023.
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Part II.
Public Comments - The City will announce any public comments received 
prior to the meeting and will allow five minutes for anyone to call in to make 
public comments.
Ms. Theresa Wyatt announced her intentions to run for Police Jury.
Dr. Danielle Williams and Mr. David Ferguson (Lincoln Parish School Board) 
spoke about their intentions for transparency and test scores of all students. 
The administration suggested closing some schools to open an alternative 
school. The idea was put to a vote amongst the voters of Lincoln parish and 
was voted down seventy percent to thirty percent, with 70 percent not in favor 
of the closing of schools. Mr. Ferguson also spoke about a coalition that has 
been formed to help students and parents with resources to succeed in school. 
Sign-up for the coalition will immediately follow the meeting.
PART III Old Business
PART IV New Business
o It was moved by Council member Cathy H. Giles and seconded by Council 
member Jerry Lewis to adopt 2023/2024 budget for the Lincoln Parish Sales 
and Use Tax Commission.
Roll call or yea/nay was as follows:
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o It was moved by Council member Jerry Lewis and seconded by Council 
members Delores W. Smith and John Brown, Jr. to adopt the following resolution: 
RESOLUTION TO SELL SURPLUS PROPERTY
 The City of Grambling has in its possession the following:   a 1993 GMC/
Dump Truck: Vin #1GDJ6h1PJ500662, 1998 Dodge PU: VIN #1B7FL26P-
3WS564417, 2000 Chey PU:  VIN #1GCEK14T3YZ102300, 2008 Ford C-Vic: 
VIN #2FAFP74V98X123139, 2008 Dodge PU: Vin#3D7KS28D78G161934, 
& 2009 Dodge Charger:  Vin#2B3KA43VX9H642272, which the Mayor and 
the Board of Alderman have determined is no longer needed by the City of 
Grambling and is hereby deemed surplus property.
Roll call or yea/nay was as follows:
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Mayor Bradley introduced a resolution to introduce amendment to the ordinance 
for simple possession of marijuana. The current ordinance does not coincide 
with what the state of Louisiana defines as simple possession of marijuana. 
Attorney Lattier stated that in 2021 the legislature amended Title 4066 to 
implement a fine of $100 if the person was found in possession of less than 
14 grams of marijuana. The ordinance that is currently in effect fines a person 
$1000, the ordinance needs to be consistent with state law. Doesn’t matter 
how many times they are caught with less than 14 grams they’re still going 
to be subject to a fine and/or community service. Arrest is no longer a viable 
option if it’s less than 14 grams a summons will be issued to come to court 
and pay a fine. The amendment to the ordinance will put us in compliance 
with Louisiana law.
oIt was moved by Council member DeVaria H. Ponton and seconded by 
Council member Cathy Giles to introduce an ordinance to amend the simple 
possession of marijuana ordinance.   
ORDINANCE NO. 0703023-1
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE NO. 13-03-01013-2, CITY OF 
GRAMBLING CRIMINAL CODE, TO IMPLEMENT A REDUCED MUNICIPAL 
PENALTY FOR MISDEMEANOR POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA, TETRA-
HYDROCANNABINOL, OR CHEMICAL DERIVATIVES THEREOF, AND TO 

OTHERWISE PROVIDE WITH RESPECT THERETO, CONSISTENT WITH 
2021 La. HB 652 (amending La. R.S. 40:966)
The Grambling City Council will hold a Public Hearing, Thursday, July 6, 2023, 
at 5:45 p.m. at Grambling City Hall & Community Center, 127 King Street, 
Grambling, Louisiana for the purpose of amending the Ordinance #0703023-1.
Roll call or yea/nay was as follows:
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Dr. Danielle Williams and Mr. David Ferguson (Lincoln Parish School Board) spoke about their 
intenGons for transparency and test scores of all students. The administraGon suggested closing 
some schools to open an alternaGve school. The idea was put to a vote amongst the voters of 
Lincoln parish and was voted down seventy percent to thirty percent, with 70 percent not in 

o Mrs. Christina Anderson for Amtrak gave an update on the plans for I-20 
corridor. The plan for the I-20 corridor is to connect the Dallas/Ft. Worth area 
with Atlanta through northern Louisiana. The plan is to connect the railway 
between Marshall, Tx and Meridan, MS totaling 345 miles. This will allow for 
an East-West connection between Dallas/Ft. Worth and Atlanta. The plan is 
now in the last phase of implementing this railway.
o Councilmember John Brown, Jr. announced that he is currently working 
on implementing a mass communication system called Civic Ready. This 
system will ensure the capacity to communicate with citizens of Grambling. 
It will be used to quickly and effectively alert citizens of emergencies and 
routine information that applies to their area. There are multiple ways for all 
citizens to sign-up i.e., website, text-to-join, or mobile app. They can opt in 
to receive notifications from specific groups. Residents can select preferred 
delivery method of messages.
 Council member Devaria Ponton gave an update on the Community Garden. 
Mr. Samuel Spearman is local farmer here that has been helping with the 
garden. Plants have gone into the ground. The water system was fixed from 
the previous garden. There are about twenty-eight rows in the garden that 
are about seventy feet long. There were over one hundred and twenty- five 
crops planted. May see some growth in about forty days.
Deidre Dunbar gave an update on the activities for Juneteenth. The event 
dates are June 9th- June 19th. There are several events throughout the week 
starting with a Gospel concert on Sunday, June 11th. Greater Grambling 
Commerce will host an “Under the Tent” with Mrs. Thelma S. Williams. The 
“Then and Now” of Grambling will be discussed. There will also be a “Most 
Beautiful Yard” contest. Free t-shirts for the winner.
Announcements:
o Mayor Bradley announced giving back the auditorium to the citizens of 
Grambling. It will be used by the elderly of the community.
o Celebration of life for Mrs. Victoria Pruitt, mother of Dr. Rhonda Pruitt, will 
be at the Memorial Funeral Home. Viewing will be Saturday, June 3rd 2023 
1-5 pm. The celebration of life will be at Mr. Calm Baptist Church Sunday, 
June 4th 2023 @ 2pm.
o New Rocky Valley Baptist will host Vacation Bible School for one week 
starting Monday, June 5th 2023 @ 5pm.
It was moved by Council member Jerry Lewis and seconded by Council 
member Delores W. Smith to adjourn this meeting @ 7:20pm. 
 Alvin Bradley, Sr., Mayor    
Angela Harper,  Asst. Clerk
“This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer”
 Published in the Ruston Daily Leader, Ruston, LA, on July 14, 2023

City Liquor Permit
LEGAL NOTICE
I, Family Dollar Stores of Louisiana, LLC d/b/a Family Dollar Store #28007, 
am applying to the City of Ruston for a permit to sell beverages of high and 
low alcoholic content at retail in the City of Ruston at the following address: 
_612 S Monroe St, Ruston, LA. 71270.
Family Dollar Stores of Louisiana, LLC, d/b/a Family Dollar Store #28007
s/ Peter Barnett (President), Roger Dean (VP and Treasurer), Harry Spencer 
(Assistant Secretary)_
Published in the Ruston Daily Leader, Ruston, LA, on July 14, 16, 2023

State Liquor Permit
Legal notice
I/We, Family Dollar Stores of Louisiana, LLC d/b/a Family Dollar Store #28007, 
are applying to the office of Alcohol and Tobacco Control of the State of 
Louisiana for the permit to sell beverages of high and low alcoholic content 
at retail in the Parish of Lincoln at the following address: 612 S Monroe St, 
Ruston, LA. 71270
Family Dollar Stores of Louisiana, LLC, d/b/a Family Dollar Store #28007
s/ Peter Barnett (President), Roger Dean (VP and Treasurer), Harry Spencer 
(Assistant Secretary)_
Published in the Ruston Daily Leader, Ruston, LA, on July 14 & 16, 2023

City Liquor Permit
LEGAL NOTICE
I, Family Dollar Stores of Louisiana, LLC d/b/a Family Dollar Store #31435, 
am applying to the City of Ruston for a permit to sell beverages of high and 
low alcoholic content at retail in the City of Ruston at the following address: 
_601 E Georgia Avenue, Ruston, LA. 71270.
Family Dollar Stores of Louisiana, LLC, d/b/a Family Dollar Store #31435
/s/ Peter Barnett (President), Roger Dean (VP and Treasurer), Harry Spencer 
(Assistant Secretary)__
Published in the Ruston Daily Leader, Ruston, LA, on July 14, 16, 2023

State Liquor Permit
Legal notice
I/We, Family Dollar Stores of Louisiana, LLC d/b/a Family Dollar Store #31435, 
are applying to the office of Alcohol and Tobacco Control of the State of 
Louisiana for the permit to sell beverages of high and low alcoholic content at 
retail in the Parish of Lincoln at the following address: 601 E Georgia Avenue 
Ruston, LA. 71270
Family Dollar Stores of Louisiana, LLC, d/b/a Family Dollar Store #31435
/s/ Peter Barnett (President), Roger Dean (VP and Treasurer), Harry Spencer 
(Assistant Secretary)_
Published in the Ruston Daily Leader, Ruston, LA, on July 14, 16, 2023

Greater Ward One Waterworks District Minutes
July 10, 2023
This Institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
The Board of Commissioners for the Greater Ward One Waterworks District 
held their meeting Monday, July 10, 2023 at the water office on Haddox Road. 
Those present were:  F.J, Armond, President; Commissioners:  Don Hogan, 
Paula Griswold, Patrick Ryan and Secretary Kathy Farris. Absent: Kyle Warner 
The meeting was opened with prayer.
The Secretary read the minutes from the May meeting.   Don Hogan made 
a motion to accept the minutes as printed and Patrick Ryan seconded the 
motion.  All in favor; none opposed.
Rate Study Report by LRWA:  David Ryals with Louisiana Rural Water As-
sociation was unable to attend. 
Collins Well Update:   F.J. Armond reported Engineer, Bob Myers has spoken 
with Continental Well Drilling. Continental is waiting on a screen which should 
arrive by next week. Work will resume once this is received. 
AT&T Fiber Optic Update:  F.J. Armond reported all hardware has been installed 
and final activation is scheduled for Monday, July 24, 2023. 
Lead and Copper Test Schedule:  Selected customer testing is scheduled for 
July 2024. This fall, Engineer, Bob Myers will address the Lead Service Line 
Inventory regulation.
The board reviewed the latest Financial Reports which included Balance Sheet, 
YTD Profit & Loss, and YTD Profit & Loss Budget vs Actual. 
Commissioners Paula Griswold and Patrick Ryan reviewed and approved 
invoices. 
Our next regular meeting will be announced.
There was no further business.  Paula Griswold made a motion to adjourn and 
Don Hogan seconded the motion.  All in favor; none opposed. 
Published in the Ruston Daily Leader, Ruston, LA, on July 14, 2023

LINCOLN TOTAL COMMUNITY ACTION, INC.
~JOB OPENING~
Lincoln Total Community Action, Inc. is accepting applications for
the position of Health/Mental Health Manager though Friday, JULY 28, 2023-
12:00 PM
Applicants - Degree in Social Work or related field, and clear a
criminal background check. The work week is 35 hours with fringe benefits
(Health, Dental, Life Insurance and 403b Retirement).
Applications may be picked up and returned at the Lincoln Head Start
Center, 421 W. Vaughn Ave. , Ruston, LA. Contact Pamela Harris or Clotill
Smith for additional information -
318-255-5401 or 255-2319.
The Agency is an Equal Opportunity Employer
Published in the Ruston Daily Leader, Ruston, LA, on July 14,16,19,21&23 2023

PUBLIC HEARING
The following application will be considered at a meeting of the Planning and 
Zoning Commission of the City of Grambling, August 21, 2023, at 5:00 P.M. 
in Grambling City Hall, 127 King Street.
 Application for Variance:    0.21 Acre - Gum Street
To build a small house on less than _ acre of land.
Parcel:  191830511911
Assessment #: 37714
COMM. AT A 1 IRON PIPE ON THE SWC OF LOT 10, BLK. J. OF CORNWELL, 
READ AND BECK SURVEY, RUN W. 40’, TO THE W. BDRY OF GUM ST., 
TH. N. 160’ ALONG ST. R/W FOR A ST. PT. FROM ST. PT. RUN N. 85’, W. 
110’, S. 85’, E. 110’ BACK TO POB. (FROM ROY B. MOSS, ET UX) (339-39) 
(20770200) (From Wyatt Carter, et ux) (1211-507) Sold for 2007 City Taxes 
to North LA Dev. Co. (1261-455) Redemption Certificate from North La. Dev. 
Co. (1303-630) (From Succn. of August P. Butler) (F177884)(Donation from 
Gloria Butler) (F179749) (From Stephen Butler) (204176)
Any person interested in these matters may attend these public hearings and 
voice their interest. Accommodations will be made for the hearing impaired and 
non-English speaking individuals provided that notice is received by the City 

no later than noon on Monday, August 16,  2023. Requests for accommoda-
tions should be made to, Mary Gipson, Grambling, Louisiana (318-247-6120 
or 318-243-8494.
Published in the Ruston Daily Leader, Ruston, LA, on July 14,19,26 2023

JACKSON PARISH

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Jackson Parish Police Jury is hiring for the following open position.  Please 
submit all applications to: Jackson Parish Police Jury Administrative Building, 
160 Industrial Drive, Jonesboro, LA  71251.  Applications will be received until 
4:30 pm on Wednesday, July 19, 2023.  To request a detailed job description, 
please contact our office at (318) 259-2361 or by email: egibbs@jppj.org. 
POSITION: Custodian
DEPARTMENT: Jackson Parish Maintenance Department
Description: 
Under close supervision, the Maintenance Department General Laborer - 
Custodian works to make sure that all types of buildings and offices are neat, 
clean, free from clutter, and safe.  This position requires no special training 
or experience, and performs related work as required by the Supervisor.  
Laborers in this position class may also be responsible for the operation of a 
variety of construction and maintenance equipment and for performing manual 
labor activities as needed and/or required by the Maintenance Department.  
Job class may oversee in the instruction of inmate trustees assigned to the 
Maintenance Department General Laborer - Custodian.
Minimum Qualifications:
o Must be 18 years of age.
o High school diploma, or equivalent, required.
o Class E Louisiana driver’s license required.
o Must be able to lift up to 100 pounds frequently.
o Ability to work safely in all weather conditions, including adverse conditions.
o Can understand and follow oral and written instructions.
o Able to work in elevated areas, confined spaces, and on and off ladders.
o Must be able to sit and stand for extended periods of time.
Basic Responsibilities:
o The General Laborer - Custodian is responsible for housekeeping and 
maintenance services at the assigned facilities; i.e., Courthouse, Community 
Center, Blake Building, Fain Building, Health Unit, Annex Buildings, etc. fol-
lowing the instructions from their Supervisor.
o Uses cleaning supplies and equipment to keep the interior of the office 
buildings looking clean and professional.
o Washes walls and equipment; using ladders when required.
o Cleans and sanitizes restrooms/bathrooms using established practices 
and procedure.
o Cleans, dusts, and wipes furniture, wood work, windowsills, and stair rails; 
sweeps, mops, or vacuums floors; empties/cleans wastebaskets and trash 
containers; empties and cleans cigarette urns; replaces light bulbs; checks 
and cleans all air handling units and filters, replacing filters as needed; refills 
restroom dispensers, etc.
o Assists with the setup of facilities for meetings, conferences, events, etc.
o Mops, vacuums, strips, clean, buffs and applies floor sealer and floor finish 
to hard surface floors; vacuums and shampoos carpets.
o Uses and maintains assigned power equipment and hand tools; buffers, 
auto scrubbers, high pressure washers, high speed buffers and vacuums, 
brooms, mops, and squeegees for the cleaning and general maintenance of 
floors, walls, carpets, furniture, etc.
o Responds to repair or custodial requests quickly and with a professional 
manner.
o Follows instructions regarding the use of chemicals and supplies; uses 
as directed.
o Moves furniture, equipment, supplies, and tools on an incidental basis.
o Washes accessible interior and exterior windows, clean blinds, launders 
cleaning rags and dust mops.
o Attends to emergencies when necessary.
o Loads and unloads materials from trucks.
o Ready to learn from on-the-job training when necessary.
o Follows safety procedures and practices as required, as well as wearing 
required safety equipment.
o Performs other job-related duties as assigned.
Detailed Job Description available upon request.  
Published in the Ruston Daily Leader, Ruston, LA, on July 7,14,2023

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Jackson Parish Police Jury is hiring for the following open position.  Please 
submit all applications to: Jackson Parish Police Jury Administrative Building, 
160 Industrial Drive, Jonesboro, LA  71251.  Applications will be received until 
4:30 pm on Wednesday, July 19, 2023.  To request a detailed job description, 
please contact our office at (318) 259-2361 or by email: egibbs@jppj.org. 
POSITION: Mechanic I
DEPARTMENT: Jackson Parish Road Department
Description: 
Under close supervision, the Road Department Mechanic I is a skilled position 
responsible for performing minor and major repairs on automobiles, trucks, 
heavy trucks, tractors, heavy equipment, and related departmental equipment.  
Assignments are made orally or in the form of written work orders.
Minimum Qualifications:
o Must be 18 years of age.
o High school diploma, or equivalent, required.
o Class A Commercial Driver’s License preferred.
o ASE certified or two (2) years’ experience at the journey level, working with 
diesel engines, heavy trucks, and equipment or three (3) years’ experience 
as an auto mechanic.
o Must be able to lift up to 100 pounds frequently.
o Ability to work safely in all weather conditions, including adverse conditions.
o Can understand and follow oral and written instructions.
o Able to work in elevated areas, confined spaces, and on and off ladders.
o Must be able to sit and stand for extended periods of time.
Basic Responsibilities:
o The Mechanic is responsible for performing all types of routine maintenance 
and service duties on equipment, including repair work on engines, transmis-
sions, differentials, electrical systems, front ends and minor tune-ups.  Arc 
welding, Mig Welding, and Acetylene Cutting with torch and plasma cutting.
o Road tests vehicles and confirms complaints, checks malfunctions, and 
determines necessary repair needs using experience and the use of various 
testing equipment and tools.
o Changes oil and oil filters, air filters, hydraulic filters, etc. on gas and diesel 
equipment.
o Greases truck chassis, wheel bearings, end equipment moving parts.
o Performs repair work on small gasoline engines.  Able to operate chain 
saw and weed eater.
o Repairs and adjusts brakes and clutches; replaces brake linings and cylinders.
o Performs hydraulic systems repairs on trucks and equipment.
o Repairs flat tires and performs all related tasks incumbent to this endeavor.
o Uses manual and power equipment for breaking down and balancing of tires.
o Operates service/lube truck and performs maintenance duties on equipment.
o Performs routine maintenance work of vehicle air conditioning systems.
o Inspects and repairs suspension systems on automobiles and trucks.
o Tracks all warranty work available for equipment.
o Maintains all shop records, work orders, purchase orders, shop inventory, 
and shop work scheduling.
o Performs proper pre-start and daily maintenance and service of equipment 
including lubrication, changing tires, making minor adjustments and repairs, 
and cleaning.
o Requires a thorough knowledge of general maintenance requirements of 
various pieces of light to heavy motorized equipment.
o Services, changes tires and cutting blades, cleans machine including trucks, 
and makes minor adjustments.
o Recognizes and diagnoses equipment malfunctions or complicated services 
needs and reports to Supervisor.
o May be required to lift equipment, tools, or any combination in excess of 
100 pounds.
o Skilled in use of tools and the operation of machines and equipment used 
in automobile repair and maintenance.
o Adheres to all traffic laws, applicable Federal and State health and safety 
rules, local ordinances, and Jackson Parish Police Jury rules and regulations 
and policies and procedures.
o Ability to drive various pieces of equipment used by the Police Jury.
o Follows safety procedures and practices as required, as well as wearing 
required safety equipment.
o Performs other job-related duties, as assigned.
Detailed Job Description available upon request. 
Published in the Ruston Daily Leader, Ruston, LA, on July 7,14 2023

 

The Jackson Parish School Board met in regular session at 9:30 a.m. on July 11, 
2023 at Jackson Parish School Board, 315 Pershing Highway, Jonesboro, La.  
The following were present for roll call: Dennis Clary, Calvin Waggoner, Paulette 
Belton, Gerry Mims, Mary Saulters and Wade McBride
Absent: Rick Barlow
Dennis Clary gave the Invocation.
Wade McBride led in the Pledge of Allegiance.
The meeting was called to order by Calvin Waggoner.
Motion was made by Mary Saulters, seconded by Wade McBride and carried 
to approve the minutes as presented from the Regular Scheduled Meeting 
and the Special Called Meeting held on June 12, 2023.
Motion was made by Wade McBride, seconded by Dennis Clary and carried 
to approve the minutes as presented from the Special Called Meeting held 
on June 28, 2023.
 A motion was made by Dennis Clary, seconded by Paulette Belton and carried 
to approve the 2023-2024 Pupil Progression Plan.
A motion was made by Mary Saulters, seconded by Gerry Mims and carried 
to name Robertson Produce as the supplier of Produce and Eggs for the 
2023-2024 school year.
Dennis Clary reported to the Board on the meeting of the Executive Finance 
Committee held prior to the Board meeting.
A motion was made by Gerry Mims, seconded by Wade McBride and carried to 
approve for payment the following bills:  General Fund, Federal Program, School 
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ArgentFinancial.com/careers

We’re 
Hiring!

Start an exciting new career at Argent

• Executive Assistant / Facilities Management

• Accounts Payable Administrator

• Accountant

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

ROOFING

STORAGE

Store your stuff at

Conveniently located near Tech Campus

Serving Ruston over 30 years!

821 W. California • (318) 255-8750

Johnny’s
Stump Removal

Johnny McConnell
Clean Up and Top Soil Fill

Odd Jobs • Free Estimates

Cell: (318) 548-5577 

TREES

255-7016 • Ruston, LA

ceAsAR 
tRee seRvice

Licensed (bonded), insured,
over 20 years experience

All type of tree Work-call For Free 
estimates

ceasar Mcconnell Jr., Owner
cell: 278-4848

TERRY’S OUTLAW TREE SERVICE
Licensed, Insured, Workman’s 

Comp, & 24 Hour Service

#AR1259
Any Tree Removed,Stormwork,

Clean-up, & Haul

Serving Ruston, Farmerville,
& Surrounding Areas

Call Terry at 348-1501

CAREGIVING SERVICE

Lincoln Council 
On Aging

1000 Saratoga St. • Ruston, LA 71270

318-255-5070

SENIOR SERVICES

STUMP REMOVAL

FOR FREE ESTIMATES CALL

James Stewart

318-243-1009 318-768-2554

Tender Touch Svc. LLC
121 Sims St., Simsboro, LA 71275

tendertouchservicesllc.com

LaTonya C. Jackson
Owner/Manager   Insured/Bonded

318-737-6764

Michelle Hunter
Assistant Manager

318-436-9878

Elderly Care,

Meal Prep, Run Errands, 

Light Housekeeping, 

Companionship,

Honest & Dependable

Chris Love

Lakeen (BUCK) Tatum

P. O. Box 383, Quitman, LA 71268

Give us a call for all your roofing problems

Residential Services, LLC

Roofing,  Remodeling, 
Handyman

Licensed & Insured

WALDEN

318-751-2037

Septic Pumping & Vacuum Service

-Add Years to the Life

 of Your Septic Tank!-

Owners: Dylan & Macey Weaver

(318) 224-0330

4458 Hwy 33, Ruston

SEPTICCARPET SERVICES

DEEPSTEAM

CARPET CLEANING
Premier Carpet & Rug Care  •  Since 1966

Jack Holder  •  318.255.2364

616 S. Vienna St.  •  Ruston, LA

• Carpet, Rug & Upholstery Cleaning

• Residential & Commercial

• Water Damage Restoration

• Odor & Midew Control

• Carpet Cleaning Equipment Rental

FREE
ESTIMATES!

Dependable
Reliable
Insured

STUMP REMOVAL

Business & Services
To advertise in our Business and Services Directory call 318-255-4353

DIRECTORY

@rustondailyleader on Facebook

Keeping Our Community Up-to-Date

With Local, Reliable News.

LIKE &

 FOLLOW

 US ON 

FACEBOOK!

Food Service, Sales Tax, 
Special Education, Dis-
trict Maintenance bills.
A motion was made by 
Gerry Mims, seconded 
by Paulette Belton and 
carried to approve the 
agreement with New 
Directions Educational 
Solutions in the amount 
of $27,000.00 for four-
teen (14) days of Math 
Coaching and four (4) 
days of Professional 
Development at Jones-
boro Hodge Elementary 
School and Jonesboro 
Hodge Middle School, to 
be paid from Redesign 
funds. (Pending LDOE 
approval)
A motion was made by 
Wade McBride, sec-
onded by Dennis Clary 
and carried to approve 
the agreement with New 
Directions Educational 
Solutions in the amount 
of $21,000.00 for fourteen 
(14) days of ELA Coach-
ing (7 days per school) 
at Jonesboro Hodge 
Elementary School and 
Jonesboro Hodge Middle 
School, to be paid from 
Redesign funds. (Pend-
ing LDOE approval)
A motion was made by 
Mary Saulters, seconded 
by Wade McBride and 
carried accepting low 
quote of $13,819.27 from 
Quill to purchase supplies 
for Weston High School, 
to be paid from Title I 
School Based funds.
A motion was made by 
Paulette Belton, sec-
onded by Gerry Mims 
and carried approving 
payment to Amplify in the 
amount of $96,000.00 to 
provide Core Knowledge 
Language Arts coaching 
for teachers in Grades 
K-2 at Jonesboro Hodge 
Elementary School, to 
be paid out of ESSER III 
Incentive funds.
 A motion was made 
by Mary Saulters, sec-
onded by Wade McBride 
and carried approving 
the renewal contract 
with Career Compass of 
Louisiana in the amount 
of $16,750.00 for 12th 
grade students at Jones-
boro Hodge High School, 
Quitman High School and 
Weston High School, 
to be paid as follows: 
$15,000.00 from ES-
SER III Incentive funds, 
$1,750.00 from 2023-
2024 Career and Techni-
cal funds.
A motion was made by 
Dennis Clary, seconded 
by Paulette Belton and 
carried approving the 

PUBLIC NOTICES
PublicNoticeAds.com

subscription renewal 
with Renaissance in the 
amount of $29,117.21 
for Accelerated Reader 
and Star Reading at 
all schools, to be paid 
from 2023-2024 General 
Fund.
A motion was made by 
Wade McBride, second-
ed by Mary Saulters and 
carried to approving the 
payment of $25,201.00 
to The Charlie Edwards 
Company, LLC for the 
renewal of the MTM un-
limited data plan to sup-
port the communication 
devices for bus drivers, to 
be paid from Parish Wide 
District funds. 
A motion was made by 
Mary Saulters, seconded 
by Wade McBride and 
carried to approve ac-
cepting low quote of 
$13,956.00 from Contract 
Paper Group, Inc. to pur-
chase 400 cases of copy 
paper for all schools, to 
be paid from 2023-2024 
General Fund.
A motion was made by 
Dennis Clary, seconded 
by Mary Saulters and 
carried approving pay-
ment of $16,468.72 to 
La. Secretary of State for 
cost and expenses of Tax 
Renewal election, to be 
paid from General Fund.
Presentation of Monthly 
Financial Report by Kristi 
Bass, Business Man-
ager.
Trane Manufacturing 
presented information 
on Solar Panels.
A motion was made by 
Dennis Clary, seconded 
by Mary Saulters and 
carried to adjourn at 
11:00 a.m.
President  
Secretary
Published in the Ruston 
Daily Leader, Ruston, 
LA, on July 14, 2023

Sell it! Buy it! See it!

IN
 T

H
E

CLASSIFIEDS!
Call Us Today! 318-255-4353

HELP 

WANTED

030

Top pay offered
Now accepting Ap-
plication for PT/FT.
Apply in person..
Ask for Monica at
U-Pak-It, Tech Dr.
at 1006 Tech Drive,
Ruston

SLEEP INN &
Suites is now ac-
cepting applications
for Housekeepers
and Front-Desk. Of-
fering TOP PAY.
Apply in person.
Ask for Michael.
106 S Service Rd.
E, Ruston.

NOW HIRING:
General construc-
tion laborers/form
setters/concrete fin-
ishers. Please apply
in person at The
Mabry Company,
LLC; 4053 HWY 80,
Ruston, LA  71270

040 PETS

WANTED Small
breed chihuahua.
Call Nancy  318-
243- 6550.

138 RENTALS

2BR PARTLY fur-
nished remodeled
$350 mo. + $200
dep., 6 mi. past Wil-
mart, 957-2746.

SKIP RUSSELL
Rentals
3 / 4  b e d r o o m
houses available to-
day. Call Lani @
255-5050

Living Estate Sale 
this weekend (7/14-
16). Antiques, col-
lectibles, vintage 
clothing and shoes 
(women’s 8.5-9), fur-
niture, piano, antique 
farm tools, home 
decor, dishes, stem-
ware, serveware, 
kitchenware, craft 
and sewing sup-
plies, fabric, jewelry, 
books, and more. 
Friday & Saturday 
9am-5pm, Sunday 
1-5pm. 1502 Bitter-
sweet Ave, Ruston.

ESTSATE

SALE

032 STATEWIDES

FREE high speed internet for those that 
qualify. Government program for recipients 
of select programs incl. Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB 
internet service. Bonus offer: Android tablet 
FREE with one-time $20 copay. all Maxsip 
Telecom today! 1-844-849-6281 (
 

Don’t let the stairs limit your mobility! Discover 
the ideal solution for anyone who struggles on 
the stairs, is concerned about a fall or wants 
to regain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-855-4978
 

Become a Published Author. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920. Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution. Call for Your Free 
Author`s Guide 1-888-695-1294 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/lapress

Bringing ROUTE 66
vibes to Ruston 

Breakfast Served ALL Day      Friendly Faces      Fantastic Food

318-514-7870  • 101 N TRENTON STREET, RUSTON

www.noticeads.com
www.ranceinfo.com/lapress
www.ic.com
www.argentfinancial.com/careers
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