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FORECAST

Good chance of rain

Highs today reaching 88.
Lows tonight in the lower 60s.
Highs Friday in the lower 9os.

Perfect weather for Football Friday.

See Page 6
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City sets

carving, pet

costume

By Nancy Bergeron

nancy@rustonleader.com

Halloween ',
Happenings

8 LS

@

pumpkin

contests

Arearesidents have a chance to show
off their pumpkin carving skills and
their pet’s best Halloween attire during
Ruston’s Pumpkins in the Park and Pet
Costume Contest, set for 5 p.m. Oct. 16
in Railroad Park. Both contests are free

to enter.

See HALLOWEEN HAPPENINGS, page 5

Trick-or-treat

for seniors

Ruston Regional
| Hospital event
offering vaccinations

| By Nancy Bergeron

nancy@rustonleader.com

| Localseniors whothink their trick-or-
4 treating days are long gone might want

to the reconsider.

Ruston Regional Specialty Rehabili-
tation Hospital is hosting a senior expo
“trunk-or-treat” from 10 a.m. until noon
Oct. 15 in the south parking lot of the
facility located at 1401 Ezell Street.

Seniors will drive through — they
don’tevenhavetogetoutof theirvehicles
— and receive information, as well as
treats, from upwards of 25 health care-
related vendors, Kristi Dunn, Ruston Re-
gional’s assistant CNO, said Wednesday.

“It’s like trick-or-treating for senior
citizens,” Dunn said.

This is the hospital’s first foray into
the trunk-or-treat format. Vendors will
deck out the trunks of vehicles with
Halloween decorations and participants

See HOSPITAL EVENT, page 5

Staff Report

JONESBORO — Su-
perintendent David
Claxton informed the
Jackson Parish School
Board that the district
would not be changing
its position at this time
regarding close contact
guarantine guidelines
at the board’s monthly
meeting here Monday.

“The state Depart-
ment of Health and
the BESE board doesn’t
agree with this propos-
al,” said Claxton. “Asthis

isbeingheavily debated,
we are not going to put
our students at risk and
our school system in a
position of liability.”
This was in reply to
theannouncementmade
last week by state Super-
intendent of Education
Cade Brumley that pub-
licschool students could
be allowed to stay in
school even if they have
“close contact” with
someone who tests posi-
tive for the coronavirus.
The board has de-
clared several items as

' Board raises staff honus pay

By Caleb Daniel
caleb@rustonleader.com

Thanks to rising
sales tax collections,
public school employ-
ees in Lincoln Parish
will see an increase
in their November
supplement checks
this year.

At its regular meet-
ing Tuesday, the Lin-
coln Parish School
Board unanimously
approved the bonus
pay at $3,200 for cer-
tified teachers and
$1,600 for support staff

—increasesof $200and
$100 over last year’s
payouts.

In addition to base
pay, school district
employees tradition-
ally receive two bonus
paychecks each school
year thatarefunded by
sales taxes the school
board collects. One is
paid in November, the
other in May. They’re
informally known
as the 13th and 14th
checks.

The November
check is fully funded
by the half-cent sales

tax passed by voters
in 2000.

Those checks are
not guaranteed but
have been paid out
at varying levels for
many years based on
the level of sales tax
collections and health
care plan costs.

“If the salestax goes
down or insurance
costs go up, that may
have to be reduced
in the future,” Su-
perintendent Rickky
Durrett said. “But as
things gowell, we want
to pass that along to

teachers and support
personnel when that
happens.”

In the early days of
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, the school board cut
the May 2020 supple-
ment checks based
on concerns that the
stay-at-home order at
the time would reduce
spending in the area
and curb sales tax col-
lections significantly.

Collections dipped
for about two months
but quickly started

See BONUS PAY, page 5

Aiming High

Parish park celebrates archery range opemng

By Caleb Daniel
caleb@rustonleader.com

Sponsors, dignitaries,
policejurypersonneland
others gathered at Lin-
colnParish Park Tuesday
to cut the ribbon on the
park’s new 3D archery
range, which opened to
the public last month.

With a bevy of spon-
sorships and volunteer
labor; alargely unused 10-
acreportionof thepark’s
land was converted into
an archery range featur-
ing 20 true-to-life animal
targets made of high-
densityfoam,each placed
at its own minimally
cleared shooting station
that attempts to mimic
how the creature might
be found in the wild.

The Lincoln Parish
Archery Range was the
brainchild of District
6 Police Juror Glenn
Scriber, who said he’s
been a passionate bow
hunter since his early
teens.

“My motivation is
to keep young people
involved in it,” Scriber
said. “There is no more
wholesome sport than
archery.”

The fee to use the
range is $5 per shooter,
plus the existing $3 en-
try fee for the park as a
whole. Kids age 16 and
under shoot free with a
paying adult.

Visitors will walk the
roughly 450-yard straight

LINCOLN PARISH
ARCHERY RANGE

URY NEAT BANE
LisG CAREN
KRR AN AN LORD

path through the range,
stopping at each station
to shoot into the wooded
area where the targets
are set up. Benches are
available along the path.

From turkeys to pan-
thers, the targets are of-
ficial Archery Shooter’s
Association standard,
meaning Lincoln Parish
Park is now a viable site
for 3D archery competi-
tions. Scriber said at-
tracting such events to
bringrevenuetothepark
and the parish was part
of the inspiration for the
range.

The set of 20 targets
cost $8,000. That’s where
title sponsor Trailblazer
RC&Dandahostof other
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Leader photos by CALEB DANIEL

(TOP) District 6 Police Juror Glenn Scriber speaks
to the crowd gathered for the ribbon cutting of the
Lincoln Parish Park’s new 3D archery range.

(BOTTOM) The archery range features animal
targets made of high-density foam and approved
by the Archery Shooter’s Association.

See ARCHERY, page 5

JACKSON PARISH

School hoard stands pat on quarantine guidelines

surplus to be recycled,
sold or auctioned off as
well as including mul-
tiple disbursements of
ESSERIIIfundspending
Louisiana Department
of Education (LDOE)
approval, and payment
of monthly bills.

The Quitman High
School cheerleaders
were also approved to
travel to Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, to compete
in the UCA Magnolia
Cheerleading Champi-
onship.

In attendance were

board members Gerry
Mims, Wade McBride,
Ricky McBride, Gloria
Davis, Dennis Clary
and Calvin “Bart” Wag-
goner.

Elementary and Sec-
ondary School Emer-
gency Relief (ESSER)
funds received by the
JPSB, which waspartof
the nearly $190.5 billion
stimulus bills approved
by Congress, was autho-
rized to be used for:

1. Stipends and ben-
efits for staff to provide
after-school tutoring

in all Jackson Parish
Schools for up to eight
hours per week and to
provide Saturday tutor-
ing and ACT workshops
for up to 12 hours per
month.

Employees are to be
paid at a rate of $30 per
hour for certified staff
and $15 per hour for sup-
port staff. Additionally,
bus drivers will be paid
$70 for Saturdays and
$17.70 per hour for after
school tutoring. Tutor-
ingistobeprovidedupto
nine months per school

year. All components of
salary and benefits are
not to exceed $75,000 per
year for three years.

2. Payment to OWL
(Outdoor Wilderness
Learning) Equine
Center in the amount
of $47,250 to provide
SEL (Social Emotional
Learning) strategies to
designated students in
K-5 at Jonesboro Hodge
Elementary School,
Weston High School and
Quitman High School.

See QUARANTINE, page 5
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SENSE & SENSITIVITY

Job seeker
considers lying
in interviews

DEARHARRIETTE:I'vejustbeen fired
for the first time in my life. I was fired for
somethingtrivial, butI'd rather notexplain
that in upcoming interviews. Can I lie to
potential employers and tell them that I
was not fired? From my experience, new
employers almost never call the previous
job to check.

White Lie

DEAR WHITE LIE: You do not need to
volunteer that you were fired from your job,
but it is not smart to lie. Instead, talk about
what you learned from
the job and how you
benefited from working
there. If asked why you
left, you can say it was
time to go. Ultimately,
it wasn’t the right fit.
You are looking for
somethingdifferent for
your life and career.

Make sure that you
do not include anyone
from that job on your references. Instead,
choose individuals who will sing your prais-
es rather than someone who might reveal
a flaw in your performance or character.

Harriette Cole

DEAR HARRIETTE: My father was
showing signs of hearing loss for a few
months. After a lot of encouragement, we
finally got him to go to the doctor to get
checked out, and, lo and behold, it turns
out he has significant hearing loss.

Hewasgivenahearingaidlast week,and
itishelpinghim tremendouslyeven though
it takes a bit to get used to it. I think that
because this is the first major sign of aging
that I've seen from either of my parents,
I'm a little shaken up. I was not expecting
to feel so bothered by this. Do you have any
advice for those of us who havea hard time
watching our parents age?

Aging Parents

DEAR AGING PARENTS: I consider
it a blessing to have one or both of your
parents still alive as they grow older. With
that attitude, all the ups and downs that
are bound to come can be managed with a
bit more ease and grace.

Yes, they will face a bevy of challenges.
But the fact that they are present and able
tospend time with you and, hopefully, enjoy
a good quality of life is something for you
to cherish.

Itisalsotimeforyoutodoareality check.
What are your parents’ health concerns?
If you are not clear, consider going with
them to their primary doctor to get an as-
sessment of where they are and what they
need. Ask the doctor what you can antici-
pate, both in the near future and down the
line, based on their health today. Find out
what you can do to support them as they
age. Look into activities that can stimulate
theirminds and bodies. Invest in long-term
care insurance if you are able. This can
help tremendously if they end up needing
more support than you can offer.

For yourself, yes, it can be a challenge
watching your parents age. Take it one day
atatime. Celebrate thesmall victories. Talk
tothemregularly so that you know how they
areand what’shappeningin their lives. Pay
close attention. Also take care of yourself.
Caregivers often take on a lot of stress as
they attempt to support their loved ones.

CELEBRATIONS

BIRTHDAYS

October 28

Saturday Gary Smith, 62
Mary Jean.Jackson, 78
October 31
October 14 Carolyn Lewis
Derricko Mayfield Pritchett
Tony Tippett
October 17
Terrell Sheppard To have a celebration

Rev. Brandon Crew published call 255-4353
at least three days prior.
Celebrations run as

space allows.

October 27
Shawanda Gant

Send your community events
or photos to
Cathi Cox-Boniol,
community news editor,
community @rustonleader.com
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Can’t beat ‘em, feed ‘em

Family Features

Countless backyards are battlegrounds
between die-hard homeowners and squirrels
fighting over bird feed. Squirrels need not be an
inevitable element of bird feeding; even though
keepingsquirrels out of bird feedersisanage-old
problem, there are ways to thwart these thieves.

One common tactic is stocking feeders with
seed squirrels dislike, such as safflower, nyjer,
white proso millet and seed infused with capsa-
icin, a compound derived from hot peppers that
makes mammals’ tongues smart. One option
featuresnutritioussunflower meats infused with
fiery habanero chili peppers. They’'re a no waste,
no mess feed, birds enjoy but
squirrels’ dislike.

Some people find squirrels
adorable, fascinating to watch
and havenothingagainst them,
even allowing them to share
seed with birds. The real prob-
lembegins whensquirrelstake
their share and then some.

Tocombatthis, consider add-
ing a baffle to your bird feeder
on a pole about five feet high
so squirrels don’t jump over
it. Bird feeders on poles can be
setinopenspaces wherethere’s
notreesor structuressquirrels
can jump from onto feeders.

Trya“squirrel-proof™” feeder
that employs cages, or spring-loaded doors,
keeping squirrels at bay. You can then offer food
specifictosquirrels’ taste preferencesaway from
bird feeders.

Because squirrels are territorial, they're less
likely to go to other locations once they’re accus-
tomed to eating in a designated place. Establish-
ing a feeding space just for squirrels can satisfy
their appetites and keep them out of bird feeders.

Youcanuseanopen feeder orscatter feed on the
ground for easy access. Try 100% whole peanuts
or critter munchies, which includes ingredients
squirrels love. Another way to help squirrels
thrive is to provide access to fresh, clean water.

Squirrels are interesting creatures and worth
the watch. Consider these facts:

Tips
to feed
squirrels,
birds to create
harmony
in your
backyard

» Squirrels can find food buried beneath 1 foot
of snow,

» Squirrels’ front teeth never stop growing.

+ Squirrels run zigzag patterns to escape
predators.

« Squirrels “fake out” other squirrels and pre-
tend to bury nuts to throw off potential thieves
from their hiding places.

« When falling, squirrels use their tails both for
balance and as parachutes. Plus, they can jump
up to 20 feet and run 20 miles per hour.

« Squirrels can see behind them, but they're
blind at birth.

« When given a mixture of nuts, squirrels sort
them by type before burying
each variety in adifferent area.

« Squirrels can rotate their
hind feet 180 degrees when de-
scending trees and poles.

« Squirrels are one of the
most important animals for
helping spread oak trees. They
store acorns in the ground but
onlyrecover about70% of them,
allowing forgotten acorns to
grow into healthy trees.

As for the birds: In cold
weather, it’s important to pro-
vide high-quality choices that
offer the most fat, nutrients
and energy. Look for black oil
sunflower, which is rich in oil,
attracting birds and providing energy.

Birds also love suet, the solid fat ren-
dered from beef, venison or vegetables,
which provides concentrated energy, help-
ing them make it through freezing weath-
er.

Some suet cakes are formulated to attract the
largest variety and number of birds as well as
specific bird species. Birds are greatly attracted
to the taste of hot and spicy suet cakes, and some
even prefer them over non-spicy suet cakes.

By followingsquirrel proofingtips and offering
food birds and squirrels prefer in separate loca-
tions, you’ll see for yourself birds and squirrels
canliveharmoniously in your backyard while you
enjoy watchingboth species’entertainingantics.

In the market for a new or used car?
Keep these 4 tlps in mind

If you'reinthemarket
for a new or used car...
you're not in luck. Ac-
cordingtoCarGurus,the
average price of a used
car in mid-May of 2021
was over $25,000, nearly
$5,000morethanthepre-
vious year. The inflated
prices are largely due
to a global automotive
microchipshortagethat
affected the production
of new cars, in turn

at higher rates. Stay on
top of serviceand main-
tenance, address any is-
sues as soon as possible
and avoid unnecessary
modifications such as
window lettering.

3. Opt for used rath-
er than new. The aver-
age car will be worth
just 40% of its purchase
price after five years. By
choosing a five-year-old
vehicle rather than a

creatinghigher demand
for used vehicles. unlessyouhavetheright
In addition to paying coverage.

more for a car that is Given the current

iStock via Getty Images Plus

brand-new one, cus-

1. Buy a vehicle tomers can save signifi-

harder to find, your ve-
hicle will almost always
depreciate the minute
it’s driven off the lot.
Plus, should your car
be damaged in a crash,
you might not even re-
ceive enough money
from vyour insurance
company to replace it,

issues with pricing and
demand, it’s especially
important to take steps
to maintain as much
of your vehicle’s value
as possible and protect
yourself against the
inevitabledepreciation.
Here are four tips that
can help:

with a high resale cantly
value. A study from 4. Upgrade your
Fleet Financials found autoinsurance tocov-

that within the same
year, mid-size sedans
depreciated17.5% while
compactcrossoversonly
depreciated 12%.

2. Take care of your
car. Carsinbetter condi-
tion with fewer miles,
under 100,000, will re-sell

er what it would cost
to replace your car. In
theeventof anaccident,
standard insurancetypi-
cally covers the amount
yourvehicleiscurrently
worth, nottheamount it
would cost youtobuyan-
other one. (StatePoint)
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Happy Birthday, Erma

Friends reminisce about Hudson’s cuisine at 90th celebration

By Cathi Cox-Boniol
community@rustonleader.com

CHOUDRANT — As folks began
gathering in the Squire Creek Library
to celebrate Erma Hudson’s 90th birth-
day, mouths began watering. And not
because of any fancy spread enticing
their taste buds.

Instead, appetites where whetted as
conversation turned to the amazing
culinary creations Erma shared with
the community over more than seven
decadesinLincoln Parish. Asthe “unof
ficial” hostess of Ruston during those
years, she’s touched countless lives
with her generous and crave-worthy
spirit.

“She’s just a great Southern lady
with such a sweet spirit,” Jean Hall
shared. “Of course her cooking isn’t
bad either.”

As generations of guests flocked to
where the “part Southern Belle, part
Steel Magnolia” was seated, everyone
began recalling their favorite memo-
ries of the lady who could turn any
occasion into a first-class event.

“Erma became the hostess for Tem-
ple Baptist Church after her last child
wasborn,” Rosy Bromell remembered.
“She took care of everything for the
church andeverything was delicious.”

Daughter Lori Wyatt points out
that during that era, every shower the
church hosted was held at their home.

“Mom’sfavorite phrase is “if you're
gonna do it, you might as well do it
right,” Wyatt explained. “So when it
came time for those showers, the Fel-
lowshipHall in the old Temple building
justwasn’tvery pretty and there wasn’t
anything you could do to make it look

RCT production of ‘Clue’ §
set for October 14-17

Leader photo by CATHI COX-BONIOL

From left, Annie Baker Heard, Erma Hudson, Sarabeth Ringle, and Fran
Poe share a memory and a laugh during Hudson’s 90th birthday celebration

recently at Squire Creek Country Club.

nice for a shower. So mom had them at
our house and they were always first-
class affairs.”

Ask folks what their favorites from
Erma’s kitchen might be and you get
variousanswers. Dianne Davisonraved
about the famous ribbon cake.

“It had several layers and each
layer was a different color and flavor,”
Davison said. “You would have rasp-
berry, pistachio, and others. It was so
beautiful and you better believe it was
delicious.”

Henry Roane added he made mul-
tiple trips to Erma’s house to try and
learnhowtomakeherfamous pralines.
However, he never quite made the cut.

“Erma told me I just couldn’t get

them dropped fast enough,” Roane
laughed. “Now they tasted good but
looked awful. Erma’s never looked
bad, not once.”

In the mid-1980s, Erma opened a
restaurant bearing her name. Nestled
in the old Morgan and Lindsey store,
now home of The Children’s Shoppe
on North Trenton, Erma’s became the
go-to place for superb downtown din-
ing. Shirley Crump notes how women
weren’t the only ones to enjoy Erma’s
delicacies.

“Everything was just so good,”
Crump continued. “That spinach salad
was to die for. And my husband Kenny

See HAPPY BIRTHDAY ERMA, page 5

Staff Report

The lightning flashes
during a dark, October
night in Ruston. Strang-
ers are thrown together
inthemiddleof amystery.
Who did it? Where? With
what weapon?

You’ll have to find out
Oct. 14-17 at the Ruston
Community Theatre’s
production of the mys-
tery-comedy “Clue,” at
the Dixie Center for the
Arts.

Based on the popular
board game, the stage

production is scheduled
for 7 p.m. and is directed
by Mary Watkins. Stage
managerisMonikaLocke.
The cast includes Ste-
phen Vessel as Professor
Plum, Katie Petersas Mrs.
White, Emily Kelley as
Mrs. Peacock, Jenn Kil-
patrick as Miss Scarlet,
Micah Handley as Yvette
the maid, Britton Kilpat-
rick as Wadsworth the
butler and Joseph Isom
Brown as Col. Mustard.
For information or
tickets, visit rctruston.
org or call 318-595-0872.

Baton Rouge
man arrested
for DWI In Ruston

By Jessieca Carr
jessieca@rustonleader.com

A Louisiana State Police officer
arrestedadriver whofailed tostop
at ared light and nearly crashed
into his marked unit on Tuesday
at approximately 10 p.m.

The incident occurred on U.S.
Highway 167 northbound as the
state police officer was travelling
west on the N. Service Road in
Ruston. Cameron Ja’Kobi Davis,
19, was taken into custody and
charged with driving while in-
toxicated (1st offense), possession
of marijuana (approximately 20
grams), and failure to stop at red
signal.

During the traffic stop, Davis
admitted to the arresting officer
that he had a “blunt” inside the
vehicle and was smoking mari-
juana before he was pulled over.
He was questioned about having
any other substances inside his
vehicle to which he allegedly
replied no. The officer then per-
formed a probable cause search of
the vehicleand found a clear plas-
ticbagcontainingapproximately
20 grams of suspected marijuana.

Davis was transported to the
Lincoln Parish Detention Center
for a standardized field sobriety
test and chemical test. His bond
has been set at $1,500 for the driv-
ing while intoxicated charge. He
wasreleased under hisownrecog-
nizancefortheothertwo charges.

Submitted photo

The cast of the Ruston Community Theatre stage production of “Clue,” rehearses for the
Oct. 14-17 run of the popular mystery-comedy at the Dixie Center for the Arts.

¢ Depression ¢ Anxiety
e Stress ¢ 0DD
¢ Conduct Disorder
e Grief ¢ PTSD ¢ ADHD
¢ Mood Disorders

& Much More!

REFRAMING FOR LIFE, LLG

Dr. Danita Potter, PhD, APRN, PMHNP-BC

FREEDOM13 SAYSTHANK YOU

to the following business partners for

“MAKING IT THEIR BUSINESS”
to help end human trafficking in Northeast LA.

John McGee Trucking
Crawford Financial Group
Aeropres Corporation
Trenton Dental Center
Impact Healthcare Solutions
Cest La Vie' Boutique
McGehee Foundation
Concord Union Baptist Association
Origin Bank
Rocketfast! Car Wash
Hunter Energy Corporation
White Oak Venue

Jonesboro State Bank

Freedowl 5

Minidtries

1831 N Trenton St, Suite 3
Ruston, LA
318-242-1300
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TOM’S HUMOR
Rise and
fall of the
shopping mall

My buddies Ayres and Klinger and I
walked its crowded corridors for hours
on Friday nights, hoping to meet girls.

That’s what we did at our local mall in
thelate1970s, when we were teens and the
American mall was in its heyday.

Built in the mid-1960s, and the very
first indoor mall to be constructed in
Pittsburgh, “The Village” was a typical,
large two-level structure with “anchor”
department stores at each end, a Sears
Roebuck in the middle and a variety of
retail stores in between.

No mall visit was complete without
stopping into the pinball and games ar-
cade or Spencer Gifts, a novelty and gag
gift store that sold everything from lava
lamps to Farrah Fawcett’s famous poster.

The mall became the town square for
suburban kids. Our younger siblings
spentsomuch timetheretheir generation
would earn the name “mall rats.”

We were clueless teenagers. We had no
idea why or how the suburban mall had
evolved, but its birth — and its recent
rapid decline — is an interesting, though
complicated, Ameri-
can story.

According to a
2014 article in Smith-
sonian Magazine,
the explosion of
malls across Amer- .-
ica was fueled by
urban flight, sub-
urban growth and

economicprosperity By
after World War II. Tom Purcell
But that’s not the

full explanation, the magazine said. The
unintended good intentions of govern-
ment economic policy and federal tax
codes tell the rest of the story.

Smithsoniansaidthatin 1954 Congress
was eager to stimulate investment in
manufacturing. To that end, it acceler-
ated annual depreciation rates for new
construction.

Depreciation is a tax concept that
assumes that a piece of machinery or a
building has a finite lifespan — that upon
being built, it begins to lose value until it
eventually needs to be replaced.

TheSmithsonian’sarticleturnedtothe
New Yorker magazine’s great writer,
Malcolm Gladwell, to explain how mall
developers were allowed to “deduct much
larger sums, which would be counted,
technically, as depreciation loss — com-
pletely tax-free money.”

“Suddenly it was possible to make
much more money investing in things
likeshopping centersthanbuyingstocks,”
Gladwell wrote, “so money poured into
real-estate investment companies.”

Over1,200shoppingmallsshotupinthe
U.S. after the earliest examples were built
in the 1950s, according to World Market.

As millions of suburbanites switched
their shopping to the malls, many large
retailers in the downtown cores of ma-
jor cities and small stores on local main
streets were devastated and put out of
business. Malls had their golden age, but
they’ve been in decline for years. After
being crushed by a year and a half of
COVID lockdowns, they’re being shut-
tered in big numbers.

I wish all of them better luck than
Ayres, Klingler and I had 40-some years
ago. We spent hundreds of hours walking
up and down our mall’s crowded corri-
dors, but never once met any girls.

Tom Purcell is an author and humor
columnist. Email him at Tom@TomPur-

tellcoml]
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TUFF TALK

Towns, businesses, ports suffering
from various supply chain issues

America is working its way out
of aman-made economic shutdown
that was believed to be a necessity
due to a China-originated virus
that spread throughout the world.
It is unimaginable that anyone saw
the long-term effects of this shut-
down and the consequences of the
shutdown.

As Isaac Newton stated, “For
every action there is an equal and
opposite reaction.”

Several months ago, I fulfilled a
bucket list item. I took a cruise to
Alaska, America’slastfrontier. The
beauty and stark wilderness of our
49th state did not disap-

25 cruise ships land every week,
is now just seeing the first ships
in 16 months and the quantity is
much less than what they had once
experienced. Still with all of the
reductions in revenue, the spirit is
alive as Alaska claws itself out of
a dark place.

We walked through a town that
was accustomed to thousands walk-
ing the streets. When we reached
the restaurant, circa 1880s, we
discovered that several items were
not available.

The owner told us that the local
supply chain was having problems.

Eggs were sporadically

point. In the late 1950s - available as was butter.
I had a cousin move to k. Some fish could not be
Alaska with her husband provided and to make
andestablishabushflying \ matters worse, the one
business. :?-} Qf.': } waitress was leaving the
I often wonder at the J Q.‘-i next day.
pioneer spirit that must A This story was re-
have been with them to =t peating itself when we
pick up everything they b i reached Juneau and later
owned in Reno, Nevada at Ketchikan. Lack of la-
and move to a state where Tuff Bé'. d bor wasapparentand sup-
the capital has only 30,000 utly Fielas ply chain issues plagued

residents, bearsareacom-
mon companion and where cold
weather is truly cold. This spirit
of self-reliance hasremained a part
of the legacy that is in the DNA of
Alaskans and though many have
dismissed this spirit, it is still alive
in the lower 48.

We have been digging out of our
economic woes for 18 months. Some
felt that we needed to simply open
up the economy and let nature take
its course. America’s economy and
societyisbuiltonamarketeconomy
and is free in nature.

Unfortunately, in an effort to
ease the burden on Americans, the
Federal Government instituted eco-
nomic parachutes that were in fact
Socialistic in nature. We are now
seeing the effects of these actions.

Our cruise ship pulled into three
ports. The first, Skagway, was the
farthest north and was the jumping
off place for miners coming from
Seattle in search of gold in the late
1800s.

A small town that use to see

a needy economy. As bad
as the situation was, there was one
common thread: Americans come
from a unique stock and ultimately
thisDNA willkick inand ournation
will return to what we remember.

The way we perform our work,
communicate, heat and cool our
buildings and travel will change
over time but this has always been
the case. We discovered a genuine
appreciation for our visit to their
state. Residents at all stops were
quite vocal as they thanked us for
visiting Alaska.

Upon arrival in Seattle, reality
and the full magnitude of a bro-
ken supply chain were apparent.
We drove past the Port of Seattle.
Several ships were in port, but we
wouldn’t have known it.

Shippingcontainers werestacked
so high and so deep that the docked
ships could not be seen. Ships were
backed up, thousands of containers
wereneeded tobemoved,andneeded
material for adesperatenation were
sitting idle.

Then a second epiphany present-
ed itself. I saw no trucks entering or
leaving the port; very little material
was moving. What a massive bottle-
neck we witnessed.

Seattle is not the only traffic jam
for material entering the United
States. California ports in Los
Angeles and Long Beach are mired
in container ships. Some of these
ports are antiquated so additional
shipping is quite detrimental to the
ports’ ability to handle the cargo.

There is even more impairments
to the operations of our ports.
Ships are landing with more and
more shipping containers onboard.
Long Beach has experienced a 70%
increase in containersonshipsland-
ing at its dock.

The impact to the port is ex-
tremelynegative whilean American
economy thathasbuiltits industries
on a supply chain with key parts
comingfrom overseas while institut-
ing a “just in time” manufacturing
philosophy can only sit and wait for
vital inventory to be delivered from
the American ports.

Additionally, only 10 companies
around the world control 80% of
the ocean shipping. This is quite
a dangerous situation to be in
and discloses the vulnerability of
America’s soft belly.

Rest assured America will over-
come, but it will not be without
some pain. We will see changes and
amidst past calls to move American
manufacturing back to America,
we will see more and more of this
taking place.

This will especially be seen when
current products are produced out-
side North America. Last week Ford
Motor Co. announced that it will
build amanufacturingfacility north
of Nashville that will employee
11,000 workers, will be totally green,
will manufacture everything for
its total electrical trucks and cars.
Made in America.

God Bless America.

Tuffy Fields may be reached by
emailing thelouisianaexplorer@
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and personal columns do
the newspaper.

Emails to the Editor

The Ruston Daily Leaderwelcomes Emails to the Editor about
issues or concerns of interest to our community. Emails should
be timely and should be addressed to the editor. No writings by
others, copies of emails to other publications, political endorse-
ments, lists of event sponsors, creative prose or poetry will be

All emails submitted for consideration must have the writer’s
name, mailing address, phone number and email address. Only
the writer’s name and city of residence will be published. The
Daily Leader reserves the right to edit or refuse publication of
any email, however, all viewpoints on a topic will be considered.

The Daily Leader generally does not publish more than one
email from the same person within a 30-day period. Emails should
be clear, concise and no longer than 500 words.

Emails should be sent to editor@rustonleader.com.

Views expressed in letters to the editor, editorial cartoons

not necessarily reflect the opinion of
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Stocks edge higher as Wall Street shakes off volatility

The Associated Press

Stocks are closing slightly higher
on Wall Street Wednesday as investors
shook off a bout of volatility after
nearly a week of high volatility.

Major indexes recovered from
early losses after the market turned
around after Senator Mitch McCon-
nell offered Democrats a short-term
extensionof thedebtceiling, relieving
some of the uncertainty over a pos-
sible government shutdown.

The S&P 500 rose 0.4% and the
Dow JonesIndustrial Average gained
03% while the Nasdaq Composite
closed 0.5% higher. Energy prices are
retreating after a strong rally that
contributed torenewed inflation fears
among investors.

Technology stocks have swung be-

EdwardjJones®

tween gainsand losses as investorsre-
assess whether stockshave grown too
expensive, particularly high-priced
technology companies. Cisco Systems
fell 1.7%, while Microsoft rose 1.3%.

The market volatility comes as in-
vestors question the economy’s path
forward, amid rising inflation and
the ongoing impact from the virus
pandemic. Bondyieldshaveremained
relatively stable since a sharp jump
late last month that signaled concern
thathighinflation couldlingerlonger
than economists and investors had
initially anticipated.

The yield on the 10-year Treasury
held steady at 1.53%. It was as low as
1.32% a little more than two weeks
ago. The drop in bond yields weighed
on banks, which rely on higher yields
to charge more lucrative interest on

Louisiana

loans. Citigroup fell 0.6%.

Energypricesareretreatingaftera
strong rally that contributed to infla-
tion fears. U.S. crude oil fell 2% and
natural gas plunged 9.7%. The drop
weighed on energy companies. Exxon
Mobil fell 1.9%.

International markets also sold
off, with exchanges in Japan, South
Korea, Germany and France all drop-
ping more than 1%.

Investorsare grapplingwith along
list of uncertainties, and that could
mean a more durable pullback in
stocks than Wall Street has experi-
enced sofarthis year, said Sameer Sa-
mana, senior global market strategist
at Wells Fargo Investment Institute.
Inflationandthedebt ceilingtimeline
in Washington are both key concerns,
he said.

We're your Shield. We're your Shelter.

Wall Street is also still closely
watching the Federal Reserve for
any shift in timing for raising inter-
est rates. Analysts have said that the
central bank could act sooner than
expected if high inflation persists.

“The investment case for those
looking for further gains, at least
this year, was the expectation that
rates would stay at fairly low levels,”
Samana said.

Investors will get a closer look at
how companies fared in the third
quarter when companiesrelease their
quarterly financial results over the
coming weeks. Wall Street isexpecting
solid profit growth of 27% for S&P 500
companies, but will also be listening
for commentary on how supply chain
problemsand higher costs are crimp-
ing operations.

Making Sense of Investing

Andy Halbrook, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

318-513-2521

Andy.Halbrook@edwardjones.com
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Courtesy photo

From left, Jackson Parish School Board members Gerry Mims, Ricky McBride, Wade McBride, Gloria
Davis, Dennis Clary, Superintendent David Claxton and Calvin “Bart” Waggoner cover the board’s agenda
at its monthly meeting Monday in Jonesboro.

JACKSON PARISH continued from page 1

3. Pay stipends of $30 an hour
to certified staff to attend profes-
sional development activities
outside of regular school hours
(nottoexceed $50,000 stipend pay
and $17,000 benefits).

4. Purchase the eD2iTesting
Data Software Package at a cost
of $19,250 and the D2i profes-
sional development package at a
costof $9,980for atotal of $29,230.

5.Hire a student support coor-
dinator for three years. This will
be funded only for the duration
of the grant.

6. Hire 15 paraprofessionals
(five for Quitman High School,
fivefor Weston High School, three
for Jonesboro-Hodge Elementary
School, two for Jonesboro-Hodge
Middle School) to target K-2,
fourthand eighth gradeforthree
years. This will be funded only for
the duration of the grant.

7. Purchase Career Compass
for grades 6-12 at Quitman High
School, Weston High School,
Jonesboro-Hodge High School
and Jonesboro-Hodge Middle
School at a cost of $24,000.

8. Tuition reimbursement
for staff attending college or
enrolled in the ITeach program
for certification purposes not to
exceed $2,500 per semester per
person for a total of $7,500 per
year.

9. Payment of $306,349.62 to
Ross Bus & Equipment Sales for
three Blue Bird Vision, V-8 bus-
ses, two (2) 71 passenger and one
(1) 77 passenger bus.

Moreitemsapprovedtobepaid
by various funds are:

1.Paymentof generalfundbills.
($3,183,506.20) 2. Payment of fed-
eral program bills. ($234,590.19) 3.
Payment of food service bills.

($125,624.21) 4. Payment of sales
tax bills. ($847,495.84) 5. Payment
of special education fund bills.
($54,112.37) 6. Payment of district
maintenancebills. ($247,839.62) 7.
Payment of coaching stipends 8.
Payment to OWL (Outdoor
Wilderness Learning) Equine
Center in the amount of $16,500
for therapeutic riding sessions
for student with disabilities at a
cost of $8,250 for the fall session
and $8,250 for the spring session,
to be paid from IDEA funds.

Infinalactionbefore adjourn-
ment, out of state travel to UCA
Magnolia Cheerleading Cham-
pionship in Jackson on Dec. 5
for the Quitman High School
cheerleaders was approved.
It was further noted that the
parents would be responsible
for the expenses and provide
transportation.

HALLOWEEN HAPPENINGS

continued from page 1

“It’sallabouthaving
family fundowntown,”
Amy Stegall, Ruston’s
Main Street manager
and community coordi-
nator, said Wednesday.

Downtown Rus-
ton — that’s the city’s
merchant organiza-
tion — sponsored the
first pumpkin carving
contest last year as a
way to continue the
downtown Halloween
events but in a safer,
moresocially distanced

environment because
of COVID-19.

Thoughthelongstand-
ing downtown trick-
or-treat event has been
moved this year to the
Ruston Sports Complex,
pumpkin contest orga-
nizers wanted to keep
their contest downtown
and add a pet costume
contest.

Last year’s pumpkin
contest had more than
150entrants, Stegall said.

The pumpkin carv-

ARCHERY continued from page 1

ing contest is open to all
ages.Entrantswill bring
their already-carved
pumpkins to Railroad
Park beginning at 5 p.m.
the day of the event.
Pumpkins should have
a battery-operated light
inside.

The pumpkins will
be lighted as they arrive
at the park and placed
along the sidewalk.

Pumpkin-carvingcat-
egories are Most Cre-
ative Pumpkin, Spooki-

est Pumpkin and Best
Designed Pumpkin. Win-
nersof the pumpkin con-
test will be announced
after the pet costume
contest.

Thepetcontestbegins
at 6:30 p.m. on the Rail-
road Park stage. Pets
shouldbeonaleashorin
apetcarrier, Stegallsaid.

Contest categories
are Most Creative Pet
Costume, Spookiest Pet
Costume and Funniest
Pet Costume.

sponsorscameintofundtheseand
other startup expenses.

“(Scriber) didn’t come to us
and say, ‘Look, I got a vision, now
y’all go make it happen,’” Parish
Administrator Doug Postel told
theribbon cutting crowd. “Glenn
went out, got the sponsors, put in
the sweat equity, and turned this
into a reality.”

Parking to use the range will

be at the grey parking lot near
the park’s playground. Officials
said eventually the goal is to have
a new road running directly to
the range.

Each target has several dif-
ferent marked shooting points
at various distances for a range
of skill levels. There’s also a
warm-up area with traditional
2D targets.

Scriber said one of the goals
was to benefit the park through
extra revenue and awareness
without burdening taxpayers
with the initial costs. He thanked
all those in the community who
had a hand in meeting that goal.

“When you replace the pro-
noun ‘I’ and you insert the pro-
noun ‘we,’ that’s when things will
start to happen,” he said.

FINANCIAL NGROUP
Investments
Financial Planning
Retirement Planning

experience

working for you

Byron Moore, CFP® s S
318.251.5858 ArgentFinancial.com

BONUS PAY continued from page 1

gaining ground,
enough so that the
board kept the No-
vember 2020 payout
steady and then raised
the May 2021 checks to
make up some of the
previous cuts.
Collections for Sep-
tember 2021 were up

15% over the same
month last year, after
subbing out the newest
half-cent sales tax that
wasn’t levied until Oc-
tober 2020, accordingto
school board financial
documents. Collections
forthefiscal yearareup
more than 12%.

N HOSPITAL EVENT continued from page 1

ride by and are handed treats.

The Louisiana National Guard will also be on
handtoadministerthe Johnson &Johnson COVID-19
vaccine, as well as the Pfizer booster vaccine.

Trunk-or-treat organizers said the event is not
only designed to be safe, social distanced, outdoor
Halloween fun, but also double as a senior expo.

Information will beavailablefromlong-term care
facilities,home health agencies, areahospitals, hos-
pice agencies, the Health Hut mobile health clinic,
and a local housing assistance ministry.

“We need the community to realize what (health-
care) options we have locally that they can utilize
and we can provide as good a care here at home as in
the bigger cities,” April Easley, Ruston’s Regional’s

COQO, said.

ERMA'’S BIRTHDAY continued from page 3

didn’t care what any-
bodyelsesaid, hewasa
man eating quiche. He
loved Erma’s quiche.
We went down there
forlunchatleastoncea
week but usually more
often than that.”
Crump added that
Miss Erma is part of a
coffee club that’s been
meeting for more than
30 years. There the la-
dies offer support for
one another through
thick and thin, some-
thing the birthday girl
has been doing for oth-
ers her entire life.
“She’s just such a
sweet Christian lady,”
Jan Hall said. “And
then there are those
cinnamon rolls.”

of encouragement for
decades.

Whether you’re
celebrating a special
occasion, recovering
from surgery, or on the
mend after being ill, a
delivery of Erma’ssig-
nature cinnamon rolls
made everything right
inthe world. Memories
of such thoughtfulness
certainly brought the
crowd together to cel-
ebrate her milestone
birthday.

“In 1973, Erma
brought me a ceramic
Santa Claus cookie jar
she’d made,” Bromell
said. “It was full of
her homemade peanut
patties. It just meant
the world to me and I

Known farand wide still put it out on my
for both her cinnamon counter every Christ-
rolls and dinner rolls, mas. It’s such a sweet
Ermahassharedthose reminder of a sweet,
sweettreatsasameans sweetladyandfriend.”
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By Jessieca Carr
jessieca@rustonleader.com

Cedar Creek (2-2, 2-2
district) has been on a
bit of a rollercoaster
ride through the first
six weeks of the season.

From game cancella-
tionstonail-bitingwins
and losses, the Cougars
have been tested, and
this week they’ll be
hitting the road for dis-
trict play against Sicily
Island High School (1-4,
1-2 district).

The game has been
moved to tonight at 7
p.m.

“This is a district
game for us, so we will
be ready,” said head
coach Matt Middleton.
“We want to come out
fastand getahead early.”

The Cougars came
out on top of a blowout
win over River Oaks, 54-
7,last week. CCSlooksto
repeat that performance
by stickingtothebasics.

The Cougars are
building momentum as
the season wears on, as
witnessed by their near-
upset of No. 1 Ouachita

SPORTS
Looking for GConsistency

Cedar Creek battles Sicily Island tonight hoping for two straight victories

CEDAR CREEK (2-2)

!-l"_l
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Cedar Creek Ladd Thompson breaks away from a would-be tackler against
St. Frederick earlier this season. The Cougars hit the road tonight at Sicily

Island.

Christian two weeks
ago.

Againstthe Mustangs
last week, Cedar Creek’s

offenseracked up 12first
downs with 299 yards
of total offense. Caden
“Peanut” Middleton

steadied the offense
with solid play as he
threw for 113 yards and
2 touchdowns.
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Tonight at 7 p.m.
Sicily Island High

The Cougars even
controlled the time of
possession during the
contest and held on to
the ball for 36 minutes.
Sicily Island willhaveto
find a way to put a stop
to the backfield duo of
Lane Thomas and Jed
Worthey. In the outing
against River Oaks,
the pair combined for 8
rushesfor 155 yards and
3touchdowns. The Tiger
secondary may be busy
all night with Creek’s
receivers. Ladd Thomp-
son and Bryce Rushing
proved tobefavorite tar-
gets for Caden Middle-
tonasthey combined for
four catches for 80 yards
and 2 touchdowns.

“Lane and Jed will
share duties at running
back,” said Matt Middle-
ton. “We are looking to
getting chunk plays in
the run game and throw
it around a little more.

We only took afew snaps
last game, so we’ll be
looking for more.”

If the offense is cohe-
sive then Sicily Island’s
offense will have to
reckon with the electric
play of the Cougars’
defense. Last week, CCS
held the Mustangs to
just 18 passing yards
and limited their time
of possession to just 12
minutes for the contest.

Cedar Creek’s de-
fense was spearheaded
by Carson Riley as he
hooked the River Oaks
offense for 17 total tack-
les. Riley has backup in
the defense in the form
of Rushing and Lawson
Lillo who combined for
21 tackles.

“We want to play a
full game,” said Matt
Middleton. “We want to
take away the ball, but it
wouldbenicetogetsome
drives going.”

J-Hodge’s fast start put on the line with road tilt at Bunkie

By Josh Evans
josh@rustonleader.com

Not much was ex-
pectedof the Jonesboro-
Hodge Tigers heading
into the 2021 season,
but the team doesn’t
subscribe to others’
expectations.

The Tigers are hav-
ingabreakoutseason af-
ter consecutive subpar
campaigns, darting out
toa4-1mark andreceiv-
ing a vote in the latest
Class 2A top 10 poll.

The Tigers have
turned things around,
especially from the last
two years — seasons
that ended with win to-
talsof three. The Tigers
recently eclipsed that
win total against the
North Webster Knights
indramaticdouble over-
time fashion, winning
34-32.

“I think one thing
about this team is the
amount of fight they
have,” head coach Ter-

rance Blankenshipsaid.
“They have alot of fight
in them on both sides
of the ball. I have a lot
of playmakers too. An-
other thing is we have
some speed.

“Idon’t have to make
aperfect play call or the
defensive coach doesn’t
havetomakethe perfect
play call when you have
guys that can make
plays.”

For the offense, one
of those players is se-
nior receiver and de-
fensive back DeVontae
Mozee.

“Mozee, early in the
season he’s been our
guy,” Blankenship said.
“He has seven touch-
downs on offense and
two on defense. Teams
are starting to try to
find a way to slow down
Mozee.”

At this point, oppo-
nents’ efforts have been
futile. Mozee has 321
yards receiving so far
thisyear,accountingfor

7 of quarterback Tydre
Malone’s 9 touchdown
passes this season.

Malone is another
oneof thoseplaymakers
forthe Tiger offense. He
hasthrownfor813yards
thisseason with9touch-
downs, and has rushed
for 3 touchdowns on 79
yards on the ground.

Onthedefensiveside
of things, “Xavier At-
kins, he’s playinglights
out. He’s a sophomore
who leads the state in
tackles. He has a motor
on full all the time. I
don’t think he’s ever on
empty,” said Blanken-
ship.

The Tigers started
the season off with a
loss on the road to Win-
nfield.

At home the Tigers
defeated West Ouachita
41-20 and took care of
Logansport 47-26. They
were the beneficiary of
a forfeit win over Vida-
lia, who couldn’t play
due to COVID restric-

Full house: Fans flow, home-field

tions.

After the road game
at Bunkie, the Tigers
will travel to Ruston
next week for ameeting
with Cedar Creek.

JONESBORO-HODGE (4-1)
Vs

% BUNKIE (31)

47 Friday at 7 p.m.

Bunkie High School
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edge back for MLB playoffs

(AP) — Kevin Kiermaier and the
Tampa Bay Rays fought furiously in
2020 for their first division title in
over a decade, assuring themselves
home-field advantage throughout the
AL playoffs.

Inthe end, it meant little more than
last at-bats and a more comfortable
clubhouse in San Diego.

The reigning AL champions are
back astheleague’stop seed, anticipat-
ing a few more travel miles and a lot
more adrenaline. Plus, this time the
fan noise will be real.

“It’s going to be a lot different from
last year,” said Kiermaier, a defensive
whiz in the outfield. “And obviously
for the better.”

Baseball’s postseason is returning
to its pre-pandemic format a year
after COVID-19 confined most of last
October’s action to empty stadiums in
neutral sites. It’sa welcome change for
players whopushed throughlast year’s
playoffs supplyingtheir ownenergyon
a stage normally powered by the buzz
created by live audiences.

“It’s still the postseason, you're still
playing for something,” Yankees star
AaronJudgesaid. “Buthavingthefans
will turn it from a 10 to a 12.”

MLB expanded the postseason
field after the truncated 2020 regular
season for fairness and extra TV rev-
enue, inviting 16 teams to the playoff
tournament instead of the standard
10. Three-game Wild Card series were
held atthehomestadiumsof thehigher
seeds before the winners shipped off
for neutral site Division Series games
in Texas and California.

The World Series champion Los An-
geles Dodgers spent over three weeks
inabaseball bubble around Arlington,
Texas, forthe Division Series, Champi-
onship Series and World Series at the
Rangers’ Globe Life Field.

The Rays were only slightly more
traveled, playingtheir ALDSand ALCS
games at San Diego’s Petco Park —
where the biggest perk was use of the
home clubhouse — before joining the
Dodgers in Arlington.

Fansbeganreturning to games this
summer, starting with an opening day
sellout at Globe Life Field. Most parks
severely limited capacity in the early
daysof theseason, butascity and state
COVID-19regulationseased, those caps
lifted and more seats were filled.

Teams combined to draw 45,304,709
fans, led by the Dodgers’ 2,804,693.

Photo by Amy Vessel

Lily Garrett
Ruston High
Cross Country

Lily Garrett has been dominating
the competition so far this cross
country season, winning three
meets. Over the weekend, she
captured the prestigious St.
Joseph’s Academy Invitational
in Baton Rouge, winning by 15
seconds.
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Ruston High’s Garrett, Babineaux dominate
loaded field at Baton Rouge cross country meet

Teams finish
runner-up
on three
mile course

By Josh Evans
josh@rustonleader.com

The Ruston High
cross country teams
flourished and outpaced
33 teams at the presti-
gious St.Joseph’s Acad-
emy Cross Country Invi-
tational in Baton Rouge
over the weekend, with
the boys and girls teams
finishing second.

The St. Joseph’s
Cross Country Invita-
tional is a meet where
some of Louisiana’s
best high school long
distance runners come
to compete. With a mix
of public and private
schools in attendance,
the competitive bar is
set high with most of
thetopteamsinthestate
on hand.

Nonetheless, senior
Caleb Babineaux sped
past the competition,
finishing the contest in
first place with a time
of 15:56.17 in the 3-mile
course.

Junior Lily Garrett
followed suit in the girls
competition, finishing

Photo courtesy of Amy Vessel

Ruston High’s Caleb Babineaux sprints for the finish line at the St. Joseph’s
Academy Invitational in Baton Rouge.

in first with a time
of 18:33.42, 15 seconds
ahead of second place.

“You can almost call
it a pre-state. Everyone
who’sgoingtobeat state
is going to be there, and
for them to win is pretty
cool,” said head coach
Dustin Cochran.

The Bearcats came

in first with individual
times, but even more
astonishing than that
were their teammates
following their lead,
scoring high enough
for both teams to place
second.

Some reasons for the
level of Bearcat excel-
lence is the “prepara-

tion, competitive drive,
and commitment,” ac
cording to Cochran.

“If you're not a self-
driven person. If you
don’t care about your
teammates. If youdon’t
show up for them ear-
ly mornings and late
nights. You know, do the
extra stuff. Eat right.

Sleep right. Miss a foot-
ball game. Miss a party.
The kids put so much
work into it, they get
a taste of that success
and they keep wanting
it. If you’re a competi-
tor, you won’t fold,” said
Cochran.
The core of this 2021-
22 Bearcat Cross Coun-
try team is the system
that they bought in to.
“It’s an environment
of people who want to
do the right thing. It’s
a commitment like no
other,” Cochran said.
The early mornings,
late nights, and sacri-
fices tied in with the
competitive drive of
eachindividual and two
greatstudentleadersat-
tribute to this success.
Both Garrett and
Babineaux have un-
doubtedly been tearing
it up this year, and it’s
because they’ve bought
into the system.
Withtwoleadersbuy-
ing into the plan that
the coaches laid forth
in the offseason, it’s
not hard to see how the
competitiveness of the
underclassmen led to
relevant pointgathering
times at the cross coun-
try invitationals so far.
When talking about
some of the best com-
petitors on the boys
side, Cochransaid, “One
that really came out

of nowhere is Landon
Byrd. You of course
have Caleb, Bryar (Mad-
den), and another one
is Thomas Rodgers. He
(Byrd) came to me this
summer and said ‘what
doIhave todotorun15
somethinginthe3-mile.’
I said ‘hey that might
be a little far fetched,
maybe you aim for this.’
So he’s trying to prove
me wrong, and now he’s
starting to do it.”

In the last meet Byrd
placed 20th with a time
of 16:42.26, and even
then “he’s not happy
withwherehe’sat,” said
Cochran. How to get to
where Babineaux, Rodg-
ers,and Madden arenow
is what’s fueling him.

The motivation of
having someone who
runs a 15-minute 3-mile
on the regular in Babi-
neaux pushes the rest
of the team to become a
better version of them-
selves, and of coursetry
to catch them.

If that means buying
into a system and fully
committing to attain
the goal, the Ruston
Bearcats definitely have
the competitive drive to
keep getting better year
in and year out.

The next cross coun-
try meet for the team
will be Oct. 16 at the
Watson Invitational in
Clinton, Mississippi.

Tech golf finishes play at Trinity Forest Invitational in Dallas

Louisiana Tech Sports

DALLAS — The Louisiana Tech
men’s golf team finished 11th at
the SMU-hosted Trinity Forest
Invitational after finishing the
tournament with a combined +26
(290-291-297-878).

Fifth-year senior Sam Murphy
carded a team-best 10 birdies to lead
the Bulldogs with an even-par213(71-
68-74,16th). Senior James Swash had
his best outing of the season with a
+1 (69-72-73-214, tied-17th).

Three Tech golfers carded aneagle
at the invitational during Monday’s
rounds as Swash carded one on hole
seven in round one while fifth-year
senior Mac Murphy and junior
Hunter Battles carded an eagle on
holes seven and 14, respectively, in
round two.

“I’'m disappointed with what we
shot this week as a team. Sam and
James played pretty well for the
most part,” said head coach Matt
Terry. “We did some things better
this week as a team, but we are still
making sloppy mistakes. Our game
plans were a lot better, but they just

have to be executed better. That will
come with time and practice. This
team has some special golf ahead
of them. We just have to keep work-
ing and understand success doesn’t
happen overnight.”

Battles finished the tournament
with a +15 (76-74-78-228, tied-63rd).
M. Murphy +16 (80-77-72-229, tied-
67th) and sophomore Will Patrick
+19 (74-78-80-232, 71st) rounded out
the Tech scoring.

SMU won its tournament with a
combined -26 (279-273-274-826). UT
Arlington -8 (276-281-287-844), Little
Rock-4(285-284-279-848), Middle Ten-
nessee -4 (288-285-275-848) and North
Texas +1 (282-286-285-853) rounded
out the top five.

Tech golf will wrap up fall compe-
tition at the South Alabama-hosted
Steelwood Collegiate Invitational in
Loxley, Ala., on Oct. 30-31.

NOTABLES
» Tech had two golfers finish in
the top-20 individually in fifth-year
senior Sam Murphy with an even-par
213 (71-68-74, 16th) and senior James
Swash +1 (69-72-73-214, tied-17th).

Photo by George Walker
Louisiana Tech sophomore golfer Will Patrick competes at the SMU-hosted
Trinity Forest Invitational in Dallas.

«TheBulldogs carded three eagles
and 34 birdies during the tourna-
ment.

« Sam Murphy led Tech with 10
birdies, followed by Swash with
eight, sophomore Will Patrick with
seven, junior Hunter Battles with
five and fifth-year senior Mac Mur-

phy with four.

« Swash, Mac Murphy and Battles
eachregistered an eagle at the Trin-
ity Forest Invitational.

Tech golf will wrap up fall
competition at the South Alabama-
hosted Steelwood Collegiate Invita-
tional in Loxley, Ala., on Oct. 30-31.

The 5" Quarter

After the 4th quarter is over,
look for the 5th Quarter
Sunday mornings in your inbox.

Be the first to

read the scores,
highlights and action
of our local teams,
state and national
game day results.
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Blazing Fast
Internet!

ADDTO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

<5192

BRING EVERYTHING
YOU LOVE TOGETHER!

America’s Top 120 Package

190 CHANNELS

Including Local Channels!

2-YEARTV PRICE
GUARANTEE

ion, 24-month

*64::

on fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo.

“nore Upfvcm fees may apply based on credit qualification.
STREAMING

SMART
ON ALL

HD DVR
INCLUDED YOUR DEVICES

*Requires eAutopay discount and includes Hopper
Duo DVR ($5 discount for 24 months) or Wally/211

“All offers require credit

FREE

| VOICE
i REMOTE

The DISH Voice Remote with the Google Assstant requires
internet-connected Hopper, Joey, or Wally device.
Customer must press Voice Remote button to activate feature.

Switch to DISH and GET A FREE $100 GIFT CARD

JcALL TODAY! B

1-833-676-1847
dish &%

AuTHoRizep ReTaiter  ALTITUDE

Se Habla Espaiiol

Promo Code:
DISH100

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST

Offer for new and qualifying former customers only. Important Terms and Conditions:

Qualification: Advertised price requires credit qualification and 24-month commitment. Upfront activation and/or receiver upgrade fees may apply based on credit qualification. Offer ends 11/15/21.
2-Year Commitment: Early termination fee of $20/mo. remaining applies if you cancel early. Included in 2 year price guaranlee at $64.99 advertised price: America's Top 120 programming package,
local channels, HD service fees, and Hopper Duo Smart DVR for 1TV. Included in 2-year pi ing package upgrades ($74.99 for AT120+, $84.99 for AT200,
$94.99 for AT250), monthly fees for upgraded or additional receivers ($5-$7 per additional TV, receivers w1th addltlonal functlonallty may b be 510 $15). Regional Sports: RSN Surcharge up to $3/mo.
applies to AT120+ and higher packages and varies based on location. NOT included in 2-year pi rice ( ct to change): Taxes & surcharges, add-on programming

when bundled,
plus taxes &

Cut cable internet
and switch to AT&T
Internet. Call now!

Geographic and service restrictions apply to AT&T Internet services. Not all speeds available in all areas. Call to see if you quali

Carving jack-o’-lanterns is a
Halloween tradition that both
adults and children enjoy. It's hard
to resist an opportunity to carve a
funny or scary face into a pumpkin
that will soon make its way to the
front porch, but there’s another
irresistible element to carving
pumpkins as well.

Roasted pumpkin seeds make for a tasty, tempt-
ing treat. Seeds must be removed before carving
pumpkins, so turning them into a savory snack is
a great way to make use of them and cook up some
fuel for family carving sessions.

Roasting pumpkin seeds is a straightforward
process, though some people may have their own
techniques to make seeds more flavorful. The fol-
lowing recipe for “Pumpkin Seeds” from the Food
Networkreflects various waysto prepare thisbeloved
snack, ensuring that people with varying tastes can
no doubt find a way to incorporate their favorite
flavors into this Halloween staple.

Pumpkin Seeds

1. Seed the pumpkin: Preheat the oven to 300 de-
grees F. Using a spoon, scrape the pulp and seeds out
of your pumpkin into a bowl.

2. Clean the seeds: Separate the seeds from the
stringy pulp, rinse the seeds in a colander under cold
water, then shake dry. Don’t blot with paper towels;
the seeds will stick.

3. Dry them: Spread the seeds in a single layer on
an oiled baking sheet and roast 30 minutes to dry
them out.

4. Add spices: Toss the seeds with olive oil, salt and
your choice of spices (see below). Return to the oven
and bake until crisp and golden, about 20 more minutes.

5. Sweet Toss with cinnamon and sugar (do not use
salt in step 4).

6. Indian Toss with garam masala; mix with currants
after roasting.

7. Spanish Toss with smoked paprika; mix with
slivered almonds after roasting.

8. Italian Toss with grated parmesan and dried
oregano.

9. Barbecue Toss with brown sugar, chipotle chile
powder and ground cumin.

Your home is only as
smart as your Internet.

AT&T Internet

/Mo.

equip. fee.

12 mo agmt, other qualifying service (min $19/mo)

& combined bill reqd. $10/mo equip. fee applies.
Ind 1TB data/mo. $10 chrg for each add’l
50GB (up to $100/mo)."

e Plans up to 100 Mbps.*

« Free Smart Home Manager App'
with Parental Controls.?

« The bandwidth to power multiple
devices at once.
Number of devices depends on screen size/resolution.

» Get a seamless whole-home Wi-Fi
experience with AT&T Smart Wi-Fi.?

Limited availability. May not be available in your area.
Call to see if you qualify.

Iv Support Holdings LLC

888-508-0529

AT&T
Preferred
Dealer

=,
N

(including premium channels), DISH Protect, and transactional fees. Premium Channels: 3 Mos. Free: After 3 mas you will be billed $30/mo. for Showtime, Starz, and DISH Movie Pack unless you call or

$40 INTERNET OFFER: Price for Internet (768k - 100) for

ify.
Tsenice (DRECTY, U-verse TV AT&T TV or ATRT Pranearpospaid T ik ProratedTF (5180 appi | fintemets disconnected before

go online to cancel. Remote: The DISH Voice Remote with the Google Assistant requires internet-connected Hopper, Joey, or Wally device. Customer must press Voice Remote button to activate feature.
The Google Assistant Smart Home features require Google account and compatible devices. Google is a trademark of Google LLC. Other: All packages, programming, features, and functionality and all

end of 12 months. Must maintain all

Taxgss Cidudes codl $35 activation fee (self- n (full tech install)
¥ v

may apply. Credit restrictions apply. Pricing subject to change. Subj. to Internet Tes

anadd' $30/mo, or maintaina b\md\eoﬂv & \ntem?\una combined

prices and fees not included in price lock are subject to change without notice. After 6 mos, if selected, you will be billed $9.99/mo. for DISH Protect Silver unless you call to cancel. After 2 years, then-
current everyday prices for all services apply. For business customers, additional monthly fees may apply. Free standard professional installation only. * DISH Network received the highest score in the
Nation in the J. D. Power 2018-2019 U. S. Residential Provider Satisfaction Studies of customers satisfaction with their current television provider. Visit[dpower.com/awardsJAll new customers are

billand receive unlimited interet dataat o add'| charge. For more nf, gttt

information, go 0 att.com/speed 101 AT&TSmavtHom:Manager\sava\\ab\etoAT&T\ntemelserw(e(uxmmevswnha(umpanh\eﬂ&TW\ F Gatevey Featuts it tohomeWi-Fietwork “ParentalControsand Data Usage features avalzble with BGW210,

5268A[andNV6599W\ i Gteways"ATAT Smart Wi-Fi requies nstallaion fa BG210, 5268AC, or VG99 W-F Gateway, St wih Intrnet plansHZMmhqhs) Whole-home Wi-Ficonnectivity may require AT&T Smart Wi-i Extender() sold separately. Offers
I

Infernet speed peeds. Actual custo vmcu e not  and may vary based on seveal factors. For more

subject to a one-time processinglEeZGIICard terms and conditions apply, call for full details.

\ago and all other AT&T marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT affiliated companies.

ffers. ©2020 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, the AT&T
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in Full Sound

LOCALLY OWNED - Hometown Proud
Call (318) 251-1572 and begin your journey to

healthy hearing, today!
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AUDIOLOGY & HEARING AIDS, LLC
1503 Goodwin Rd., Suite 205, Ruston, LA 71270
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Horoscopes

FRIDAY,
OCTOBER 8, 2021

Finish what you start.
Leave nothing to chance.
Don’t labor over what you
should do; just do what you
must and keep moving for-
ward. Stabilize your home
base, andrid yourself of dead
weight. Seek the freedom to
follow your heart and tohead
inadirection thatbrings you
joy. Be true to yourself.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23) -- Establish what’s hap-
pened and what you want to
do, then get the ball rolling.
Makedecisionsthat willlead
to personal growth and new
beginnings. Work to quickly
resolve sensitive issues.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nowv.
22) - Follow through with
your plans. Let your imagi-
nation lead the way. Sign up
for something that brings
you joy. Make a decision that
will improve your lifestyle
and encourage you to follow
your heart.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-
Dec. 21)--Examine your cur-
rent situation, then consider
what you can do to improve
your day-to-day living condi-
tions. Rethink how you use
your skills and find a way
to boost your qualifications.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19) -- You are overdue
for a change, but first evalu-
ate the pros and cons. Refuse
to let anyone push you in a
direction that isn’t going to
havelong-termbenefits. Keep
your anger level down.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
19) -- Emotions will spin out
of control if youlet personal
matters escalate. Stand back
and be observant, and you’ll
come up with a solution that
will put you in an excellent
position.

PISCES (Feb. 20-March
20) -- Look for a unique
investment that will supply
financial stability. Stick to
a budget and be cautious of
any deal thatrequiresshared
expenses. Moderation will be
essential.

ARIES (March 21-April
19) -- Align yourself with
people who get what you are
trying to do and are willing
toassist youinreachingyour
goal. The information you
share will help youadaptand
head in a positive direction.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20) -- A change may not be
welcome, but it will be in your
best interest. Take a moment
tothink mattersthrough,and
you’ll come up with a plan
that will encourage you to
use your skills.

GEMINI (May 21-June
20) -- Plan to get out and have
some fun. Mix business with
pleasure by getting to know
some of the people in your
industry or neighborhood,
and you’ll receive some in-
teresting perspectives.

CANCER (June 21-July
22) -- Say less and do more.
Reach out to someone who
shares your sentiments and
interests, and you will avoid
getting involved in an argu-
ment. Make home improve-
ments.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
-- Don’t make promises you
can’tkeep. Problems athome
will mount if you are overly
generous with outsiders
whileneglectingdomesticis-
sues. Be prepared to do some-
thing special for a loved one.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22) -- Check in on someone
who may need help. A kind
gesture will make you feel
good and help you realize
how lucky you are. Time
spent with someone who
faces different hurdles will
be eye-opening.

Garfield

MEN'T
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LOST SET OF gold
keys w/ gold weddin
g band. Call
318-497-8535

028 STORAGE

Store Your Stuff

WESTSIDE
SELF STORAGE

580 units « Al sizes *
Some climate controlled *
Concrete block buildings

The Ruston Daily Leader’s
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Become a published
author! Publication
sold atallmajor secu-
lar & specialty Chris-
tian bookstores. Call
Christian Faith Pub-
lishing for your FREE
author submission
kit. 1-877-497-3255

COMPUTER & IT
TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ON-
LINE to get the skills
to become a Com-
puter & Help Desk

FREE MEDICARE
SUPPLEMENT
QUOTES! Top Pro-
viders. Excellent
Coverage. Call for
no obligation quote
1-877-326-0344

MobileHelp, Amer-
ica’s Premier Mo-
bile Medical Alert
System. Whether
you’re home or
away. For safety and
peace of mind. NO

Still paying too much
for your MEDICA-
TION? Save up to
90% on RX refill! Or-
dertoday andreceive
free shipping on 1st
order - prescription
required. Call 1-855-
978-2676

Stroke and Cardio-
vascular disease
are leading causes
of death, accord-
ing to the American
Heart Association.
Screenings can pro-
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g\f_hég%ﬁ-[lzposition APA RTM E NTs EdgeRoad. Aluminumboat, washer, —
open. Must be pro- dryer, firedisk cooker, luggage, photo -
ficient with Mac, props, scrapbooking supplies, household = )
Word, and In- 1 & 2 BEDROOM items. Lots of good stuff! 1< frazierRy 7 ff Hwy 821
Design. Applicants ST o g }
should be upbeat, f J —
fast learners, and ca“ 31 8-777-3641 Sat. October 9. 7a-10a. 154 E Wood- \ == &) g
able to work with haven. Clocks, door decor, craftsman 0 g —
the public. Send re- Office hours: 8 am -12 pm grass catcher, dogbeds, king-size quilt, Hwy 544 | e Ny '
;“emnte Ktopl:())epgg)—( s paint rollers, beach bag, kitchen accesso- Y = SRS, Y 3
520, Ruston, LA 120 Fairfield Avenue ries, house and garden flags, house decor, ' 2 o
71273. ' iron candle holders, metal decor, fleur de S k %e %
DlIbaCh, LA 71235 lis, dachshund cutting board, artwork, ' % _ . 4
Housekeeper wall mirrors, clothes, shoe, vinyl rollup |== . : - .
needed. Light dust- . i
neaded. %opping. 1DD: 1-800-423-0719 shade, decorative plants. -"'HW"‘"‘y 150 _ o
318-255-5934 | Alabamal | Hwy 80 -1
@ (5 Saturday, October9,2021. 8a-5p. 3943 \ E—
Hwy 80. Multifamily Craft and yard 5 ’.
036 WORK | “Tis insttution is an equal opportunity provider & employer” | salalt T.ots of items for sale! y 3 -
WANTED
Lee®K
YOU just saw
your ad didn’t
you? So do
13,000 other
people! Call A N D
255-4353 to
place your clas-
sified ad today!

I
068 MACHINERY/
FARM EQUIPMENT

FOR SALE: Wood
Splitter Call 318-
927-9877

I
082UNFURNISHED
APARTMENTS

2, 3 & 4br. apts., kit.
is fully equipped,
w/d, call 255-6784.

I
090UNFURNISHED
HOUSES

1-2-3 BR. Today's
Realty 255-8250.

904 EASTLAND
3bd/2b $575 mo.
call850-240-2844

922 EASTLAND
$575 mo. 3br/2ba,
call 850-240-2844.

136 AUTOS

FOR SALE

1999 Jeep Chero-
kee 75,000 mi.
$5,950 Call Skip
Russell 548-5050

SALE
95
Classified

line ad
special

5 lines
Jor 5 days
Jor $5

Personal
Non-Commercial.
Five consecutive
publication days.

255-4353

To advertise in our Business and Services Directory call 318-255-4353

» Careciving Service S > Home ivprovements Il D> Storace

‘\”‘f

* Elderly Care
* Housekeeping
* And Much More!

u\ i Helplng Hands

We Provide Loving, Top Quullty In
Home Care For Your Loved Ones.

Mature Sitters Needed

Licensed * Bonded 318-331-7332

Serving Ruston, LA and Surrounding Areas

J’s

Contact Jeanie

Tender Touch Svc. LLC

121 Sims Street, Simsboro, La. 71275

Live your life to the fullest, as we
take care of your loved one

Owner/Manager Insured/Bonded

318-737-6764

Michelle Hunter,
Assistant Manager
318-737-9277

PodyCo.

POWERWASHING
VINYL SIDING & FENCES

* Installation * Repair * Maintenance *
We wash Houses & Concrete! Fences & Decks stained too!

FREE ESTIMATES!

Stan Pody 243-6700

Residential Services, LLC

Roofing, Remodeling,
Electrical

Licensed ¢ Insured

318-201-8103

> Law FirM 1

I_WALDEN-l D> STUMP REMOVAL

Store your stuff at

WESTSIDE
SELF STORAGE

Serving Ruston over 30 years!

Conveniently located near Tech Campus
821 W. California * (318) 255-8750

SIUMP
REMOVAL

FOR FREE ESTIMATES CALL
James Stewart

318-243-1009 318-768-2554

Law Office of
DAWN D. FRASIER, L.L.C.

Real Estate
Estate Planning &
Probate
Family Law
Criminal Defense Law
Farmerville: 102 Railroad St., Farmerville, LA 71241

Ruston: 203 S Vienna St., Ruston, LA 71270
Phone: 318.368.7000 | Fax: 318.368.7015

ddf@dawnfrasierlaw.com

D> RoorinG

Give us a call for all your roofing problems
Chris Love

318-245-6956

Lakeen (BUCK) Tatum

318-480-9172

L EALES

Johnny’s
Stump Removal

Clean Up and Top Soil Fill
Johnny McConnell

Odd Jobs - Free Estimates

Cell: (318) 548-5577

RITCHIE TREE
SERVICE
23 yrs. experience
Insured & Licensed

* Free Estimates * References *
Melvin Ritchie

249-3113 or 282-3116

D TREES B |
TERRY'S OUTLAW TREE SERVICE

Licensed, Insured, Workman’s
Comp, & 24 Hour Service

#AR1259
Any Tree Removed,Stormwork,
Clean-up, & Haul

Serving Ruston, Farmerville,
& Surrounding Areas

Call Terry at 348-1501

CEASAR
TREE SERVICE

Licensed (bonded), Insured,
over 20 years Experience
All type of Tree Work-Calll For Free
Estimates
Ceasar McConnell Jr., Owner
Cell: 278-4848

255-7016 * Ruston, LA

A & S Tree Service
' ;Ed Stump Grinding L.L.GC.

¢ Tree Removal
* Brush Removal
o Stump Grinding
318-607-4117 Anthony
318-607-4112 Shannon
anthonydavis369@gmail.com
145 Lowery Road
Arcadia, La. 71001

m
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Crossword Puzzle Sudoku

ACROSS 36 ;iF:;:ry” TODAY’S ANSWERS DIFFICULTY RATING: fe sk ¥ivve

1 Volcano’s 37 Type of tire

output A
5 Musical sign 40 Used selder 6 4 7 3
9 Luau 41 Foul up 1
memento 42 Light metal g 7
12 Nonstop 43 Ruin 3
13 Very large 46 Capitol 1
14 W-2 collectors _ Worker 412 5 7
15 Courteous 50 :’f:;t;"glp
chap el o 3
; 51 Osiris’ sister
16 sﬁ:ﬁim 53 Relocate 1 5 6 9
17 Actress Issa gg E:‘émlatlg " v 1 2
18 Trying 56 Foretelling A 7 5 3 8 6
experiences g
20) Entertainer 57 Take wing
Della — 58 Strong, as O 2 5
22 Hosp. scan venison 9
23 Folks 59 Superman, 3
24 Peisonous incognito 7 8 2 9
27 Feudal tenant 6 Carries with 19 Partofa
30 lowa college DOWN difficulty circle
town 1 Toy block 7 The “I” 21 Printer's 4
g; Eefl %Ooﬂy " brand 8 — wheel measures
et shop cutie 2 Say decidedly 9 Trevi Fountain 23 Curly-leafed
34 Auric’s 3 Peddle coins, once veggy;e 3 4 5 7
creator 4 Goddess of 10 Bullpen stats 54 __op; . i —
35 Nﬂmqth or the hunt 11 Shrink’s reply 25 General 1097 o 2020 Dkl b Andreses Mebdeel $yzsicn aum Lur UL%S
i > Tt pepber (2 wes) — Bradley TODAY’S ANSWERS
2 3 5 |7 26 Lucy Lawless
role
27 Fat fiddle Liz|8]S|v 9]l €6
28 Does a takeoff £l |92} 6] 8|S
29 Grease job HOW TO PLAY:
31 Barely open Each rc:cw, coumn | & L [6]C 8 E]L 9 ¥
33 Walk quiet] and set of 3-by-3 box-
36 Goona Y s must contain the (812161612 L]9 V€
numbers 1 throug
EgT\rlzlzg)e without repetition. ¢ 9| v|e|€c g]6 L L
38 Nov. follower L|6|€|¥|9 L]G |8
39 Annoying
40 Shark feature 9|8|L]E|9 2% 6|1
42 Irascible
12 posel v|s|i1|o]6 8le 2]z
ancestor 6| £|2|L|L P]8 G |9
44 Travel option
43 45 See
46 Thailand,
50 once
] ) °
47 Big book
- 5 S Celebrity Cipher
%7 49 Find a tenant
52 Wave maker by Luis Campos
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