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Inside

Deaths

COVID-19  

by the numbers
As of Tuesday, Ellsworth 
County had one active 
case of COVID-19. On a 
scale with blue as the 

lowest and red the 
highest, Ellsworth County 

is in the yellow zone, 
according to the local 
health department. 

WEDNESDAY 82/68
Partly cloudy; 

few storms

THURSDAY 90/64
Mostly sunny

FRIDAY 97/69
Partly cloudy; windy

SATURDAY 83/67
Chance for storms

SUNDAY 84/62
Partly cloudy

MONDAY 87/63
Partly cloudy

TUESDAY 92/67
Mostly sunny

Ross 
Janssen’s 
Weather

July 7 to
July 13

 

Patricia L. 
Bender
(1930-2021)

Rylan Alexander 
Gier

(2007-2021)

Rosa Lee (Hirt) 
Whitmer

(1938-2021)

Cleo Zvolanek
(1932-2021)

See Page A2

KID SCOOP Page A3
Have you ever drawn a 
kangaroo? Kid Scoop shows 
you how.

OPINION Page A4
History influences our 
thoughts and actions, often 
decades and even centuries 
later, and that was never 
more true than in the black 
community. 
See From Our Readers. 

SPORTS Page A5
The I-R continues its annual 
recognition of the boys and 
girls of summer with three 
teams from Ellsworth. 

FARM/CITY    Page A8
Congratulations to First 
Bank Kansas for its major 
recognition from Forbes.

HARKER Pages B1-B2
This year’s Fort Harker        
section includes a “Guess 
the Graduate” page. How 
many faces do you                 
remember?

JULY REMINDER 
Enjoy this weekend’s Fort 
Harker Days. You’ll find 
plenty of information in 
this week’s edition of the 
I-R. Later this month, Czech 
music will sound across 
Wilson as the town stages 
its After-Harvest Czech 
Festival. Meanwhile, the 
July 15 edition will feature 
a few of the “Homegrown” 
businesses in our county. 
You won’t want to miss this 
great month of stories.  

Parade Headliner
Kanopolis to recognize                 

Hi-Plains Sand at festival
By Jennifer McDaniel

For the Ellsworth I-R

K
ANOPOLIS — Todd 
Wacker was 12 years old 
when he began working 

for his father, Robert, otherwise 
known as Bob, and his uncle, 
Gary.

At the time, the brothers 
owned and operated Automated 
Farm Supply, a Kanopolis-based 
business specializing in feed 
yard and grain storage construc-
tion. 

While much of the heavy lift-
ing was left to Bob and Gary, as 
a tween, Todd had a vital job. 

“Can you imagine me helping 
build these grain bins?” he said. 
“But since I was young, I had 
more nimble fingers so I could 

help pick up and hand them the 
bolts and the washers, which 
was beneficial to them.”

Up until he graduated from 
high school, Todd spent his 
summers helping his father, who 
looked forward to having anoth-
er set of hands. 

“... Every year, my dad would 
swing by and pick me up on the 
last day of school and begrudg-
ingly drop me off on the first 
day,” he said.

And the same was true for 
Gary’s son and Todd’s younger 
cousin, Justin, who also spent 
his summer vacations helping 
support the family business. But 
by this time, the brothers had 
branched out into highway 
repair.

“I think either dad found 

plenty for their sons to do,” 
Todd said.

It wasn’t long after graduation 
that Todd began working for his 
dad and uncle full-time. Years 
later, Justin would join him.

Today, Todd and Justin are 
still working in the family busi-

ness, Hi-Plains Sand. Day after 
day, the co-owners aren’t just 
practicing what they learned 
from their fathers all those years 
ago, but are carrying on their 
legacy. 

ALAN RUSCH/Ellsworth County Independent-Reporter

Justin and Todd Wacker of Hi-Plains Sand are grand marshals 
of Saturday’s Fort Harker Days parade.

See LEGACY, Page A7

At left, Jake Gill performs Saturday night 
during Ellsworth’s annual July 4th celebration 
on the grounds of the Recreation Center.

Below is a sample of the fireworks that 
attracted local and out-of-town spectators.

Alice Robson, Allison Koch, and Kourtney Maisog work in the information booth Saturday at 
Ellsworth’s Independence Day celebration. 

Salute to the red, white, blue

Photos by Lori Farmer

By alan rusch

Ellsworth County I-R

K
ANOPOLIS — 
Sand volleyball, 
the hamburger 

feed, the run/walk, 
parade and turtle races — 
and much 
more — 
are all back 
for the 
fun-filled 
Fort 
Harker 
Days cele-
bration 
Friday and 
Saturday in Kanopolis.

“This year we’re really 
excited,” said Mayor 
Anthony Hopkins, who 
also is a member of the 
Fort Harker Days plan-
ning committee. “We’ve 
had a really good result 
from donations this year, 
which leads me to believe 
a lot of people are excited 
and anxious to get back 
to normalcy and we’re 
excited to see everybody 
and have the regular 
events that we usually 
have.”

The 2020 celebration 
was canceled because of 
the coronavirus pandem-
ic.

“Last year, it was a 
tough decision for the 
(Kanopolis City) council 
to decide not to do it,” 
Hopkins said.  “The feel-
ing on the committee was 
to do it. We just felt that 
(the council’s decision) 
wasn’t the right thing to 
do considering all of the 
other festivals had decid-
ed not to do it. Luckily, 
we made that decision 
early enough so a lot of 
effort wasn’t wasted. I’m 
just glad that’s not an 
issue this year.”

Hi-Plains Sand, Inc., is 
the grand marshal of 
Saturday’s Fort Harker 
Days parade.

“Hi-Plains has been 
around for a long time,” 
Hopkins said. “Its been a 
stable in the Kanopolis 
area. The Wacker family 
has been very generous to 
the community. We just 
felt like they would be a 
good pick. If I remember 
right, they were going to 

Harker 

is back!

Hopkins

See HARKER Page A4

Take a walk down memory lane and see

if you can identify the folks on our

Kanopolis Alumni page! See Page A9.

www.indyrepnews.com


 

A2 Ellsworth County Independent-Reporter • Thursday, July 8, 2021

(USPS 461-680)
Ellsworth County Independent-Reporter

Morris Newspaper Corporation

Linda Mowery-Denning
Editor/Publisher

DEPARTMENTS
Advertising – Alan Rusch, JoAnn Bohl, Orlita Dobkins

Business Manager – Juanita Kepka
Graphic Design – Bill Beckmeyer

Photographer – Lori Farmer

The official newspaper for Ellsworth County, USD 
327, USD 112 and the cities of Ellsworth, Holyrood, 

Kanopolis, Lorraine and Wilson

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
Single Copy – $1.25

Per Year in Ellsworth County – $44.25
(sales tax included)

Per Year Elsewhere in Kansas – $48.75
(sales tax included)

Out of state - $49.75

HOW TO REACH US
Phone – (785) 472-5085

Toll-Free - 1-877-809-3432
Mail – 304 N. Douglas, Ellsworth, KS 67439

E-mail – news@indyrepnews.com
 

   The Ellsworth County Independent-Reporter is published weekly at  
   304 N. Douglas Ave., Ellsworth, Kansas. Periodicals postage rate paid 
   at Ellsworth, KS 67439.
   POSTMASTER: Send all UAA to CFS. (See DMM 507.1.5.2); NON-
     POSTAL AND MILITARY FACILITIES: send address corrections to
     Ellsworth County Independent-Reporter, 304 N. Douglas Ave., Ellsworth,
     KS 67439. Reproduction or use of editorial or graphic content, in whole 
     or in part, without permission, is strictly prohibited.

-REPORTER

INDEPENDENT

Ellsworth County

Calendar -R-R
II Obituaries

THURSDAY, JULY 8
SUMMER TRADITION: Ellsworth’s Immanuel Lutheran 
Church conducts vacation Bible school from 6 to 8 p.m. 
through July 9 for children, ages 4 and entering 5th 
grade. Information: (785) 472-4045.
ELLSWORTH VFW MEETING: Members of the Ellsworth 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 6485 meet at 7 p.m. at 
the post home in Ellsworth. New members welcome.

 FRIDAY, JULY 9
FORT HARKER DAYS: The annual celebration kicks off 
with the Ellsworth County Historical Society’s annual ham-
burger feed from 5-7 p.m. at the Fort Harker 
Commanding Officer’s Quarters, followed at 6 p.m. with a 
sand volleyball tournament at Kanopolis City Park. 

SATURDAY, JULY 10
FORT HARKER DAYS: Day two of the annual event 
kicks off with registration for the For Harker Walk/Run 
from 6:30 to 7:30 a.m. at A and Kansas Streets, fol-
lowed co-ed softball at the Kanopolis Middle School 
ball field, and the line-up for the parade at 9 a.m. This 
year’s parade theme is “Helping to Rebuild America.” 
The grand marshal is Hi- Plains Sand, Inc. Turtle races, 
the Kanopolis all-school reunion, adult and kids cov-
ered chuck wagon races are also scheduled. At 8:45 
p.m., the Kanopolis Volunteer of the Year will be 
announced.

MONDAY, JULY 12
COUNTY BUSINESS: Ellsworth County commissioners 
meet at 9 a.m. in the courthouse meeting room. Info: 
(785) 472-4161.
CITY BUSINESS: The Ellsworth City Council meets at 
5:30 p.m. at city hall. 
SCHOOL BUSINESS: The Central Plains USD 112 board 
of education meets at 6 p.m. at Central Plains 
Elementary School in Holyrood.

TUESDAY, JULY 13
CITY BUSINESS: The Kanopolis City Council meets at 5:30 
p.m. at city hall.

THURSDAY, JULY 15
PLANNING OR THE FUTURE: Ellsworth County Strategic 
Vision and Marketing meets at 6 p.m. at the J.H. Robbins 
Memorial Library. This is second of three such meetings 
to discuss ripple effects mapping, asset mapping and stra-
tegic doing.
CITY BUSINESS: The Lorraine City Council meets at 6 
p.m. at city hall.

FRIDAY, JULY 16
SUMMER CELEBRATION: Holyrood kicks of its Holyrood 
Jubilee with a community meal from 6 to 8 p.m. Free will 
donation. There also be a beer garden and street dance 
from 8 p.m. to midnight with Wes Cossman Band. $10 
admission.

SATURDAY, JULY 17
SUMMER CELEBRATION: The Holyrood Jubilee contin-
ues with a parade at 10 a.m., an open house from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at Holyrood’s historic Santa Fe Depot Museum 
and a picnic in the park from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Free 
will donation. 
DAY OF ACTIVITY: The Kids Ninja Warrior Obstacle 
Course takes place in Preisker Park, 714 E. 2nd St. Pre-
register by noon Friday, July 16, at Oak Creek 
Chiropractic, 519 Prairie Lane. Information:
(785) 472-2625.

MONDAY, JULY 19
COUNTY BUSINESS: Ellsworth County commissioners 
meet at 9 a.m. in the courthouse meeting room. Info: 
(785) 472-4161.

Patricia L. Bender
(1930-2021)

Patricia L. Bender, 90, passed away Saturday, July 
3, 2021, in Abilene, Kan. She was born Sept. 12, 
1930 in Scandia, Kan. to Raymond and Grace 
(Sandborn) Cooper.

Patricia married Donald C. Bender Dec. 31, 1950. 
She was a longtime resident of 
Ellsworth, Kan. where she was the 
secretary for Ron Svaty at Aylward, 
Svaty, Sherman then Svaty, Sherman, 
Hoffman law offices. She was a mem-
ber of the Immanuel Lutheran 
Church of Ellsworth.

Patricia is survived by her son, 
Gregory Bender (Cynthia) of 
Ellsworth; daughters, Gail Mayfield of 

Andover, Kan., Geri Ranker (Dwayne) of Ellsworth, 
Gina Renz (Pat) of Ellsworth, and bonus daughter, 
Eeva Raitio ( Juha) of Finland; 15 grandchildren, 19 
great-grandchildren, and two great-great grandchil-
dren, as well as many nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; hus-
band, Donald; sisters, Barbara Anderson and Jackie 
Hammeke; and son-in-law, David A. Mayfield.

Visitation is 1-8 p.m. today (Thursday), July 8, 
with family present from 6-8 p.m. at Parsons Funeral 
Home, Ellsworth.

Funeral service is at 10 a.m. Friday, July 9, at 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Ellsworth, with burial 
following in Ellsworth Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be 
made to the Ellsworth County Historical Society, 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, or Village Manor of 
Abilene, in care of Parsons Funeral Home, PO Box 
45, Ellsworth, Kan. 67439. 

Condolences may be left at www.parsonsfh.com. 

Rylan Alexander Gier
(2007-2021)

Rylan Alexander Gier entered into the arms of his 
savior on Saturday, July 3, 2021, at Children’s Mercy 
Hospital in Kansas City, Mo. at the young age of 14. 
He was born to Ryan and Sara (Fisher) Gier June 22, 
2007 in Hays, Kan.

Rylan was an amazing and inspirational young man 
and lived his life to the fullest. He 
grew up in Sylvan Grove, Kan. and 
recently completed his eighth grade 
year at Sylvan Lucas Unified. Rylan 
loved to play sports with his favorites 
being football and basketball. He was 
a very busy kid and loved working on 
all sorts of things, especially his 
Legos. Even while he was sick, he 
could constantly be seen making all 

sorts of objects with Legos. It was one of his favorite 
hobbies and he was always excited to show off any 
project he had completed. His love for tinkering also 
benefitted him with his job at Frederking Seed which 
he obtained at the young age of 10. He worked on 
anything that was presented to him at work, and he 
really enjoyed his job.

Rylan could always be seen with a set of pliers and 
his monkey boots — which he eventually grew out 
of! He was a very social and ambitious person who 
was always fun to talk to. He loved his family, 
friends, and his two kitties, Oliver and Skunk.

Rylan’s life was a testament of faith, something 
that was very near and dear to him and which helped 
him through the most difficult parts of his life. He 
loved to go to church at Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
with his family. He was truly an inspiration through 
his faith, love, and the joy that he showed. 

Although our hearts are weighing heavy during 
this difficult time, we can find comfort in knowing 
that Rylan is at peace in Heaven with his Lord Jesus 
Christ. We all have so many memories, stories, and 
wonderful times full of fun and laughter with him. 
Those are the things that we will cherish forever. He 
will always be remembered in love. 

Rylan is survived by his parents, Ryan and Sara 
Gier of Sylvan Grove; siblings, Kaden and Allie Gier 
of Sylvan Grove; aunts and uncles, Tony (Krystal) 
Fisher of Plainville, Kan., Chris (Stephanie) Fisher of 
Hays, Amy (Todd) Dumler of Maize, Kan., Laura 
(Loren) Pahls of Tipton, Kan., Roger (Shanna) Gier 
of Ellsworth, Kan., and Lisa Gier of Beloit, Kan.; 
grandparents, Fred and Terry Fisher of Plainville, and 
Steve and Ruth Billinger of Wilson, Kan.; great-
grandmother, Phyllis Hart of Plainville; cousins, 
Sarah, Hailey, Andrew, Cody, Caitlyn, Maci, Adria, 
Ty, December, Emma, Clara, Montana, Reese, 
Remington, and Juno; his best buddy, Lane Nimz of 
Sylvan Grove; and countless other friends.

Rylan joins in heaven his grandparents, Papa Billy 
and Robert Gier; other great-grandparents; and an 
uncle, Tim Griffiths.

Visitation will be 2-8 p.m. today (Thursday) at the 
church. 

A funeral service will be at 2:30 p.m. Friday, July 9, 
at the Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Sylvan Grove.  

Memorials are suggested to Sylvan Lucas Booster 
Club, Bethlehem Lutheran Youth Group, or the Love 
Chloe Foundation and may be sent in care of 
Plumer-Overlease Funeral Home, 610 24th St., PO 
Box 533, Wilson Kan. 

Online condolences may be left for the family at 
www.plumeroverlease.com 

Rosa Lee (Hirt) Whitmer
(1938-2021)

Rosa Lee (Hirt) Whitmer passed away Saturday, 
July 3, 2021, at the Hospice House in Hutchinson, 
Kan. at the age of 82. She was born to Bethold 
Joseph and Evelyn Rosalyn (Bouska) Hirt Oct. 31, 
1938, in Ellsworth, Kan. 

Rosa Lee lived a life full of love, faith, and music. 
She grew up attending Dorrance 
High School and graduated in 1956. 
After high school, she moved to 
Wichita for a year and then moved to 
Hays where she met the love of her 
life, Richard. They were married in 
1958 in Stockton, Kan. and were 
blessed with five children: Michael, 
Mark, Richard Dean, Denise, and 
Dennis. While in Hays, she attended 
Fort Hays State University where she 
obtained her master’s degree in Education.

Rosa Lee loved kids and music and was able to 
spend an impressive 35 years as a kindergarten and 
music teacher. She taught at Studley for eight years, 
then she taught at her own home in Hoxie until she 
moved to Dorrance where she continued teaching, 
and later, Wilson. She was surrounded by nature her 
entire life as she grew up and continued to live on a 
farm throughout her life. She loved to help her hus-
band with farming and harvest by bringing out the 
most perfect sandwiches for the crew and occasional-
ly driving truck when needed.  

Rosa Lee loved to collect cookbooks and recipes 
from anywhere she could find them. She could be 
found in her kitchen window waving at those who 
were leaving her house, always with a beautiful smile. 
Rosa Lee was a family-oriented woman. She would 
always send birthday cards and a book with a 
thoughtful note to each of her grandchildren. She 
loved to study her family’s genealogy to learn more 
about her past and was eager to mark down the 
future of her family as well.

Rosa Lee was a very faith-centered woman. She 
sang, played the organ, and lead the choir at her 
home parish. She was a member of the St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church, St. Joseph’s Altar Society and 
Bunker Hill Lions Club.  She truly believed in the 
power of prayer and forgiveness which was shown by 
her love and compassion for others. She was kind, 
gentle, patient, and quick to forgive. A true teacher at 
heart, she not only taught children in school, but also 
loved to educate those around her about Christ and 
His love for each of us. Her legacy of love, care, and 
devotion will remain with us forever.

She is survived by her husband Richard Whitmer 
of Wilson; children, Michael (Shelly) Whitmer of 
Dorrance, Mark Whitmer of Dorrance, the late 
Richard Dean ( Jennifer) Whitmer of Hays, Denise 
(Ronald) Rounkles of Overland Park, Kan., and 
Dennis (Christa) Whitmer of Urbandale, Iowa; 
brother, the late Bethold “B.J.” (Doni) Hirt who lived 
at Lincoln, Neb.; 19 grandchildren, John ( Jennifer) 
Whitmer, Benjamin (Toni) Whitmer, Robert 
(Shana) Whitmer, Rachael Whitmer, Stephanie 
Whitmer, Brian (Krista) Whitmer, Ryan (Morgan) 
Rounkles, Rebecca (Scott) Summers, Nicholette 
(Caleb) Whitmer, Joshua ( Jordyn) Rounkles, 
Mikayla Whitmer, Samantha (Chase) Meitler, Kylan 
(Alexa) Whitmer, Joseph Whitmer, Kevin Rounkles, 
Kenny (Hailey) Rounkles, Cordel Whitmer, Alex 
(Sarah) Whitmer, and Richard Whitmer Jr; and 20 
great-grandchildren.

She is preceded in death by her parents, Bethold 
Joseph and Evelyn Rosalyn Hirt; her father and 
mother-in-law, Robert Lee and Cora Rachael 
Whitmer; her son Richard Dean Whitmer; and her 
brother Bethold “B.J.” Hirt.

Visitation will be from 2-8 p.m. today (Thursday) 
at the funeral home in Wilson with a Vigil Service 
and Rosary beginning at 7 p.m.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be at 10:30 a.m. 
Friday, July 9, at the St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in 
Dorrance. 

Memorials are suggested to St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church, Dorrance, Kan. or Wilson Senior Center, 
Wilson, Kan. and may be sent in care of Plumer-
Overlease Funeral Home, PO Box 533, Wilson, Kan. 
67490. 

Online condolences may be left for the family at 
www.plumeroverlease.com 

Cleo Zvolanek
(1932-2021)

Cleo Zvolanek, 89, of Ellsworth, Kan., passed away 
Thursday, July 1, 2021, in Ellsworth. She was born in 
Lincoln, Kan. Feb. 25, 1932, the daughter of 
Reinholdt and Minnie (Plinski) Peterman. Cleo mar-
ried Victor Zvolanek Aug. 1, 1951 in Ellsworth.

Cleo was preceded in death by her 
loving husband on Jan. 10, 1994 and 
two brothers, Orvin and Gilbert 
Peterman. 

She is survived by her sister, Letha 
( Jerome) Waggle of Berryton, Kan.; 
four daughters, Joyce (Ric) Smith of 
Wamego, Kan. and family, Vickie 
(Gary) Barnes of Alamogordo, N.M. 
and family, Debora (Kenneth) Castor 
of Ellsworth and family, and Sandy 
(Wayne) Koetkemeyer of Salina, Kan. and family; 
and many nieces and nephews and friends.

A private family graveside service will take place at 
Ellsworth Memorial Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be 
made to Immanuel Lutheran Church, in care of 
Parsons Funeral Home, PO Box 45, Ellsworth, Kan. 
67439.

Condolences may be left at www.parsonsfh.com. 

Mrs. 
Zvolanek

Mrs. 
Whitmer

Mrs. 
Bender

Mr. Gier

www.parsonsfh.com
www.plumeroverlease.com
www.plumeroverlease.com
www.parsonsfh.com
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In Australian 
aboriginal 

mythology, Byamee 
is the creator god and 

sky father. The first 
inhabitants of 

Australia have been 
there for more than 

50,000 years. 

Who is 
Byamee?

        ne day, Mama Kangaroo 
          was ___________ with her 
joey near a stream.

An old, blind wombat wandered 
close to them. He was ________ 
and muttering, “Old and useless, 
old and useless …”

Mama Kangaroo asked him, 
“What’s the trouble, friend 
Wombat?”

“I’m old and I’m blind and none 
of the other ____________ want 
me around. I’m very lonely.”

           ama Kangaroo had a kind 
    heart. “I’ll be your 
     friend,” she 
said. “My joey and 
I will ________ 
you find tasty 
grass and 
clean 
water.”

Wombat smiled. 
It made Mama 
Kangaroo happy 
to see him ____________ better.

     ust then, Mama Kangaroo 
      looked for her joey. He had 
      wandered off! She couldn’t 
_____ him.

Mama Kangaroo was ________. 
        She said to Wombat, “My 
     joey has wandered off! 
       He’s always hopping 
         away when I’m not 
          ___________!”

That afternoon, Mama Kangaroo 
found her joey ______________ 
under a tree. She was so relieved!

             ombat was not ________  
� ����������������������

              the god Byamee in 
disguise. He had come to the 
world to find out which 
creature had the kindest _______.

Byamee gave Mama Kangaroo 
a gift – a pouch where she 
could carry her joey! Now 
she could ________ him 
wherever she went and he 
could even sleep in the 
pouch when she did her chores.

Ever since then, kangaroo 
babies almost never get lost.

O

M

W
J

Standards Link: Reading 
Comprehension: Understand 
meaning from context clues.

Look though the 
newspaper for articles 

and photos that are 
examples of kindness. 

Cut them out and 
paste them on another 

sheet of paper to 
make a kindness 

poster to display in 
your home.

Looking for 
Kindness

Some of the words in the story got washed into the stream. 
Use them to fill in the blanks.

What is a wombat? A wombat looks 
like a small bear but is, in fact, a marsupial 
with a pouch to carry its young. They are 
found in Australia and the surrounding 
islands.

What’s the name for a group of kangaroos?

What do you call a kangaroo that weighs 
less than 45 lbs (25kg)?

Kangaroo Code Trivia

=

=

=

A

B

E

=

=

=

J

L

M

=

=

=

O

S

W

=

=

=

X

Y

Z

Can you help me 
find my joey? (Joey is 
what baby kangaroos 

are called.)

7

5

6

4

2

1

3

es

s.

r 

s 

Old folktales like How Kangaroo Got a Pouch were often 
created to teach a lesson. Unscramble each word below to 

figure out what this folktale teaches.

Standards Link: Language Arts: Identify action verbs.

Hop Through the News
Hop is a verb. It is an action word. Look 
through the newspaper for 10 or more action 
verbs such as swim, run, walk, etc. Can you 
act out each one?

If I Were an Animal

Which kind of animal are 
you most like? Why? If 

you were an animal, what 
kind would you be?

The verb relieved means to 
be free from a burden or stress.

RELIEVED

Try to use the word relieved 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

Emma was relieved when 
she found her keys.

This week’s word:

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

L

N

K

E

E

M

A

Y

B

ABORIGINAL

KANGAROO

RELIEVED

WOMBAT

BYAMEE

FATHER

SCARED

POUCH

BLIND

HEART

TEACH

JOEY

LOST

GIFT

MAMA

A

R

E

L

I

E

V

E

D

B

K

D

E

P

E

W

T

T

O

J

O

E

Y

O

E

R

S

R

G

O

S

M

A

U

S

R

I

I

R

B

C

B

T

C

E

G

F

A

H

L

A

R

A

H

I

T

G

I

O

A

A

R

T

N

I

N

T

S

M

E

E

A

A

D

A

H

T

A

H

D

F

r

.

Children are born curious.
From their earliest days, sensory exploration 
brings delight and wonder. New discoveries 
expand their minds.  When they unlock the 
joy of reading, their world widens further. 

Magic happens.

Kid Scoop opens the doors of discovery 
for elementary school children by providing 

interactive, engaging and relevant 
age-appropriate materials designed to 
awaken the magic of reading at school, 

at home, and throughout their lives.

For more information about our literacy 
non-profit, visit kidscoopnews.org

Proudly sponsored by:

and

GREEN GARDEN ANGUS
Ellsworth • 785-472-3752

For Your Spraying Needs

Wayne’s Ag Aviation
Ellsworth, KS • 785-472-4392

www.kidscoopnews.org
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From Our Readers

Let the work continue

Continued from Page A1

be it (grand marshal) last 
year, so it just carries 
over to this year. We’re 
excited to have them as 
the grand marshal and to 
recognize their contribu-
tion, and how important 
they are and appreciated 
to our community.”

Hopkins said those 
attending this year’s Fort 
Harker Days celebration 
will see something new 
this year — a Cornhole 
Tournament will be 
added to the Friday 
night washer board tour-
nament that has taken 
place the last two years.

“That’s been really suc-
cessful,” he said. “It 
seems like Cornhole is a 
little more mainstream 
— more people play it 
— so we’re really excited 
to see the turnout on 
that. We’ve got plenty of 
boards to facilitate a 
large turnout.”

Hopkins said there 
may be some new food 
and craft vendors attend 

this year’s celebration as 
well.

Perhaps one of the 
most important events 
during Fort Harker Days 
will take place at 8:45 
p.m. Saturday in 
Kanopolis City Park. — 
the recognition of 
Kanopolis Volunteer of 
the Year.

“In a small town, some 
of our resources are kind 
of limited, so it takes a 
lot of volunteers and ini-
tiative from people to 
keep the town looking 
nice and to bring new 
things into town,” 
Hopkins said. “We’ve 
had groups that helped 
bring in more stuff for 

the playground. The 
beautification committee 
has been a godsend on 
helping get the town 
cleaned up. Without 
those groups of people 
that are involved, 
Kanopolis wouldn’t be 
what it is.”

See Page B1 for a full 
schedule of events.

1871 dawned on new 
aspirations for settlement 
along the great Chisholm 
cattle trail. 

Wichita businessmen 
noted that Caldwell had 
been established just this 
side of the state line with 
an excellent potential for 
trade with the Texas drov-
ers as they marched their 
wild Longhorn cattle 
northward to Abilene. It 
only took four months for 
the first murder to occur.

Deputy U. S. Marshal 
Jack Bridges was tracking 
horse thieves across the 
Kansas frontier. 
Government troops beat 
him to Pony Donovan, but 
Bridges and others gunned 
down Jack Ledford in a 
wild Wichita outhouse 
shootout. 

At Hays City troops 
from Fort Hays were 
called out to quell a riot 
against the black popula-
tion of the town. Black 
residents fled to the safety 
of the fort before the riot 
subsided with dawning of 
the morning sun. 

Since 1867, Abilene had 
been the end-of -trail for 
Texas trail herds. Marshal 
Tom Smith had tamed the 
lawless town in 1870. 

Unfortunately, he was 
killed in November. Not 
just any man could fill the 
job. The city felt fortunate 
when Wild Bill Hickok 
agreed to fill Tom Smith’s 
boots. 

Sixty miles south of 
Abilene, the new town of 
Newton vied for the Texas 
cattle trade on the line of 
the Santa Fe railroad. 

Sixty miles west of 
Abilene, Ellsworth was 
also making a bid for the 
cattle. A new trail was laid 
out west of Wichita in an 
attempt to divert the trail 
herds away from the 
Chisholm Trail. 

It was wild and woolly 
all across the Kansas fron-
tier, and that was just the 
first six months of 1871.

By mid-summer the 
Abilene Chronicle had 
plenty of rough and ready 
news to report for the July 
13, 1871, issue. Trail herds 
usually established a cow 
camp on the prairie, fat-
tening cattle on grass 

before selling them. At a 
cow camp 40 miles south 
of Abilene the paper 
reported the, “COLD 
BLOODED MURDER” 
of Billy Cohan, a trail boss 
for a herd owned by O. W. 
Wheeler. On July 5 a 
Mexican herder later iden-
tified as Bideno shot the 
young trail boss in the 
back. 

Mounting “a fleet pony” 
Bideno rode for Texas 
pursued by cowboys who 
overtook him eating din-
ner 250 miles south of 
Abilene. In another paper 
the town was identified as 
Sumner City, south of 
Wichita.

The Chronicle reported, 
“As he had shown no 
mercy, so his was a death 
without mercy.” 

Famed killer John 
Wesley Hardin was the 
leader of the “posse”. Billy 
Cohan’s funeral was the 
largest funeral to take 
place up to that time in 
Abilene. Twenty-four car-
riages and 38 horsemen 
followed a new hearse to 
the cemetery.

Abilene’s “sporting” dis-
trict of brothels and dance 
houses was known as 
McCoy’s addition. Below 

the Billy Cohan story was 
the report of a drowning.

“On Saturday afternoon 
( July 8) some of the ‘char-
acters’ from McCoy’s addi-
tion, in company with 
some men, went to the 
Smoky Hill River for the 
purpose of bathing.” Some 
of the women drifted into 
a “deep wash” and several 
of the men followed to 
rescue them, “and in 
endeavoring to do so, a 
young man name Frank 
Drum, whose father 
resides in St. Louis, was 
drowned.” 

In another item the 
Buckeye Colony held a 
“Pic-Nic.” The pic-nic 
was attended by  about 
70 people. 

“A good time was 
enjoyed in social conver-
sation, at the dinner 
table, and in listening to 
short addresses.” It was 
decided to hold a 
reunion pic-nic at the 
same place next year. The 
editor concluded, “We 
hope that we may all live 
to be present.” 

On Tuesday, July 11, a 
visitor to Abilene was 
arrested for gambling, 

Linda Mowery-Denning            

Editor/Publisher

‘Cowboy’ 
Jim Gray
The Way 

West

Remember history before you 
judge reactions to police orders     

Mr. Don Siemsen made several points in last week’s 
Independent Reporter that I wanted to take issue 
with. I settled on one: “Where are the black leaders 
who should be encouraging black people to just follow 
the instructions of the law enforcement officer.”

Guessing that Mr. Siemsen and I are about the same 
age, 74, let’s assume for a moment that black people of 
our generation had carefully obeyed the law, the white 
man’s law. Where would black people be or not be 
today?  

Black children would be in segregated, rundown 
schools. Black families would be in isolated neighbor-
hoods, ghettos, and nigger towns, a reality that still 
exists in some communities today. If they wanted to 
attend a movie theater, they might have to sit in nigger 
heaven, a high balcony apart from white viewers. I 
know this in part because as a child I went to such a 
theater with such a balcony. They would not visit 
downtown after dark, because their life might be at 
risk if they did. They would not dare to use a white 
restroom. They would go thirsty rather than drink 
from a white water fountain. They would not sit at 
white-only counters in drug stores and diners. They 
would not eat at white-only restaurants. They would 
be denied lodging at white-only hotels and motels.   
They could not go swimming in white pools. Courts 
rejected them as jurors. They would be disenfran-
chised by various underhanded means. If they did not 
pay proper respect to a white man or white woman, 
they might end up hanging from a tree. Proper respect 
defined, of course, by white standards.  

The above is but a small sampling of where black 
Americans would be or not be today had they adhered 
assiduously to white men’s laws. Thanks to many peo-
ple, white and black, much racial discrimination has 
been eliminated today, BUT not all of it, not by any 
stretch.  

I do not apologize for using the word “nigger” above.  
It offers a much needed and stark reminder of the ugli-
ness of racist elements in our history, as much as we 
would like to deny it, hide it, excuse it, or project it on 
to others.  If people want to end the divisiveness in 
this country today, they must confront our historical 
realities, not always a pleasant task but a necessary 
one.  

One should also note that our laws brought numer-
ous degradations on Native Americans, Asians, and 
Hispanics. If people of color are slow to follow the 
instructions of law enforcement officers, one might 
take a moment to consider WHY? It might have some-
thing to do with the suffering they have endured under 
white men’s law.

Jerry Marsh
Ellsworth

Harker

See GRAY, Page A8

File Photo

DD Clown and Company entertain the crowd during the 2019 Fort Harker 
Days Parade. DD Clown makes a return appearance this year.

Briefs
Great Bend woman dies                            
in Ellsworth County crash

A 40-year-old Great Bend woman was killed 
and two others injured June 30 in a two-vehicle 
accident on Interstate 70 in Ellsworth County.

According to the Kansas Highway Patrol, at 
2:09 p.m., Danielle Dee Hoskins of Great Bend 
was driving west in the right lane on I-70 in a 
2019 Chrysler Pacifica. At the same time, Robert 
L. Mueller of Murfreesboro, Tenn., was driving 
west in the left lane in a 2014 Volvo semi-truck. 

At milemarker 223.1, one-quarter mile west of 
K-156 Highway, Hoskins went to cross the medi-
an at a crossover and the Mueller semi hit 
Hoskins on the driver’s side. Both vehicles came 
to  rest on the median.

Hoskins, who was wearing a seat belt, died in 
the accident. Her two passengers, Grace Dee 
Hoskins, 17, Great Bend, was thought to have 
minor injuries and was transported to Ellsworth 
County Medical Center in Ellsworth, where she 
treated and released.

A second passenger in the Hospkins vehicle, 
Shay Hoskins, 13, Great Bend, was thought to 
have serious injuries and was transported to 
Salina Regional Health Center. No information 
was available. She was wearing a seat belt.

Mueller was not injured in the accident. He was 
also wearing a seat belt.

Council approves insurance for this 
weekend’s Fort Harker Days

At a special June 29 meeting of the Kanopolis City 
Council, approval was given to commercial general 
liability insurance from West Bend Insurance 
Company for the Fort Harker Committee. The cost 
of the insurance is $615. It would provide liquor    
liability coverage. 
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Members of Ellsworth’s pitching machine team are: From left — Evan Hoffman, Henri Ranker, John Ranker, Landon Peschka, Daxson Rippen, Talon Timms, 
Warren Rathbun, Rayce Martin, Sawyer Martin, Blake Tripp. Coaches: Cliff Martin and Patrick Hoffman. Helper: Sam Martin.

Each summer, the Ellsworth County Independent-Reporter publishes photos of the summer              

recreation ball teams. This is the first of several pages featuring Ellsworth teams. Wilson players were 
featured in the July 1 edition.

Girls and Boys of Summer
Members of Ellsworth’s 

14 and younger 
recreation team are: 
back row, from left — 
Coach Marne Herlan, 
Reagan Hanson, Alexis 
Moore, Elizabeth 
Kempke, Josie Kueser, 
Johanna Lindsley, Kelli 
Rodriguez and Coach 
Justin Lindsley; and 
front row, from left—  
Coach Payton Frazier, 
Evelyn Sinnott, Ashlyn 
Rodriguez, Feliz DeLa 
Cruz, Inarie Rippert and 
Kaelyn Cates.

Courtesy Photo

Coaches of the 
Ellsworth Cobras are: 

Tyler Renard, left, Kaleb 
Stefek. Team members 

are: back row, from left 
— Willie Renard, Austin 

McQueary, Larkin 
Choitz, Piper Renard 

Granger Kruse and 
Kash Bunch; front row, 

from left — Cole 
Northcutt, Brody Tripp, 

Karson Herlan, Stevie 
Renard, Brynnlea Stefek 

and Hollin Choitz.

Courtesy Photo
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We Salute El lsworth County Farmers

We appreciate your hard work and dedication in providing for Kansas families.

203 N. Douglas • Ellsworth, KS • 785-472-3141

749 E. 15th • Ellsworth, KS • 785-472-3872

Ellsworth, Ks.
785-472-4392

W
ay

ne’
s Ag Aviation

976 Highway 156 • Ellsworth, KS 67439
(785) 472-5175

Bryon N. Wilson, D.V.M.

Laurel A. Davis, D.V.M.

Jessie N. Schulteis, D.V.M.

Ellsworth County Farm Bureau Association

County President:  Brent Goss

Coordinator:  Sarah Goss

Ellsworth, KS • 785-472-8914

ellsworthfb@kfb.org

KANSAS FARM BUREAU

� e Voice of Agriculture

910 West 12th • Ellsworth

785-472-3231

Homolka Grain
& Supply, Inc.

BIG

The Ellsworth Coop

Branches located in:

Ellsworth • Hitschmann • Fahrman

Kanopolis • Holyrood • Blackwolf

and AMPRIDE in Ellsworth

785-472-3261

Headquarters – Sterling, Kansas

Website – cpcoop.us

CHOI TZ BROTHERS

EQUI PM ENT CO., I NC.
13th & State Street • Ellsworth, KS.

785-472-3876

THORNTON

AUTO PARTS
913 EVANS STREET

ELLSWORTH, KS 67439

785-472-4483

www.firstbankkansas.com
1500 Aylward, Ellsworth  

785.472.5588 
MEMBER FDIC

.firstbankkansas.com

Farm Bureau Financial Services

Rick Connally Agency

120 W. 2nd • PO Box 309

Ellsworth, KS 67439

785-472-3082 • 800-522-8036

rick.connally@fbfs.com

www.kanequip.com
www.firstbankkansas.com
www.kswheat.com
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Lunches for people age 60 or older are a suggest-
ed donation of $3.50 and under 60 are $5.25. 
Reservations may be made by calling by 2 p.m. the 
day before the meal. Call Ellsworth at (785) 472-
5185. Beverage includes milk.

MONDAY — Roasted turkey/gravy, mashed 
potatoes, carrots, bread, fruit and beverage.

TUESDAY — Meatloaf, baked potato, broccoli, 
banana, roll and beverage.

WEDNESDAY — Poor Man's beef stroganoff, 
peas, fruit, squash, roll and beverage.

THURSDAY — Liver/onions (alt. beef patty), 
hashbrowns/gravy, mixed vegetables, fruit and bev-
erage.

FRIDAY — Smothered chicken, mashed pota-
toes, beets, cinnamon apples, roll and beverage.

WILSON and HOLYROOD

Lunches for people age 60 or older are a sug-
gested donation of $3.50 and under 60 are 
$5.25. Call the Wilson Senior Center at  (785) 
658-2388, or Holyrood at (785) 252-3640. 
Beverage includes milk.

MONDAY — Sloppy Joe/bun, potato wedges, 
carrots, applesauce, cookie and beverage.

TUESDAY — Breakfast casserole, sliced 
tomatoes, blueberry muffin, grapes and beverage.

WEDNESDAY — Meatloaf, baked potato, 
creamed peas, roll, fruit, cake and beverage.

THURSDAY — Hamburger/bun, lettuce/
tomato/onion, baked beans, potato salad, fruit 
gelatin and beverage.

FRIDAY — Roast beef, mashed potatoes/
gravy, peas, roll, plums, cream puff dessert and 
beverage.

SENIOR MENUS
July 12-16

ELLSWORTH

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

Continued from Page A1

True entrepreneurs, the brothers created a string of 
businesses spanning more than 50 years. And on 
Saturday, Todd and Justin and their families will be 
honored as Hi-Plains Sand was named grand marshals 
of this year’s Fort Harker Days parade.

There’s a 16-year age difference between Todd and 
Justin. 

While there weren’t so many years separating Bob 
and Gary — only about six — Todd says it’s another 
one of the common threads they share with their 
fathers. 

Bob and Gary launched the family’s first businesses 
more than five decades ago by creating Wacker Realty 
and Auction. By the 1970s, the brothers switched 
gears, forming Automated Farm Supply, building feed-
yards and grain storage facilities. The name was later 
changed to AFS Construction.  

The brothers also mined coal in Kentucky under the 
name Wacker Mining before eventually branching out 
into highway work in the early 1980s, supplying sand 
and gravel. Hoping to fill a niche, the brothers expand-
ed into aggregate chip and seal work. Soon, Hi-Plains 
Sand was formed with the intent of working for the 
State of Kansas. 

“You have to understand,” Todd said. “These men 
would not say no. They just had that much gusto. If 
they saw somebody trying to do something, they 
would try and figure out a way to do it. The list of all 
of their occupations is very diversified. They were car-
penters. They did pipeline work. What they were 
doing was a little more than just picking up a hammer.

The company, which still provides sand and gravel 
services, is the only ready-mix producer and supplier in 
Ellsworth County. Justin, who heads up Hi-Plains 
Sand’s ready-mix division, said the company not only 
serves Ellsworth County, but the surrounding counties.

In recent years, the company also started providing 
maintenance contract services for Northern Natural 
and OneOk Hydrocarbon. Some of the support servic-
es they provide include mowing, road maintenance, 
supplying aggregates and changing valves. The move 
not only widened the scope of services the company 
provided, but also expanded the size of its staff.

It’s been a nice shot in the arm for us,” Todd said. 
“And it’s allowed us to try and be true to our roots.”

For decades, Kanopolis has been home to the

Legacy

See LEGACY, Page A10

Courtesy Photo

Jaxson Cole, a 9-year old 3rd grader at Ellsworth Elementary School, 
has qualified to compete in the AAU Track and Field Junior Olympics 
in the 100, 200 and 400m dash. He currently is the number one 9- 
year-old in the nation with the fastest 400m time. Jaxson broke the 
record in the 400m dash for Region 16 which is comprised of 
athletes in Arkansas, Oklahoma, Missouri, and Kansas. The Track and 
Field events at the Junior Olympics will be Aug. 2-7 in Houston, 
Texas. He is the son of Katy and Brad Cole, Ellsworth.

RECORD BREAKER

This eight-week program for older 
adults is designed to boost health 
and quality of life in Ellsworth County

BY JESSICA KOOTZ

Midway Extension District

Eat healthy-check. Get aerobic exercise-check. Do 
strength training — not so much. 

The loss of muscle mass can slip up on us without 
warning. At some point we realize we can’t do the 
things we used to, but also don’t know how to coun-
ter the process. The Stay Strong, Stay Healthy pro-
gram is designed to help older adults regain strength 
and improve balance and flexibility and overall health 
in the process. 

Both men and women can begin to lose muscle 
mass as early as their thirties. After age 50, loss of 
muscle mass starts to accelerate. Strength training 
exercises can counter the effects of aging on our bod-
ies. Oftentimes, older adults are hesitant to go to a 
gym or exercise at home because they are unsure of 
proper strength training exercises.  

Participants in Stay Strong, Stay Healthy meet for 
one-hour sessions, twice a week for eight weeks. 
Activities include warm-up exercises, strengthening 
exercises with and without weights, and cool-down 
stretches. Class members are encouraged to do the 
exercises on their own once more per week.    

Post-menopausal women can lose 1 to 2 percent of 
their bone mass annually. Research has shown that 
strength training restores bone density and reduces 

the risk of fractures among women aged 50 to 70. 
Other potential benefits of strength training 

include a decrease in arthritis pain, weight mainte-
nance, and a reduction in the risk of diabetes, heart 
disease, and depression. Stress management and 
improvement in sleep quality and overall physical 
vitality are other potential benefits.

Benefits of strength training for older adults 
includes: 

• Gaining muscle mass and strength;
• Restoration of balance and flexibility and a reduc-

tion in falls;
• Arthritis relief;
• Sleep improvement;
• Cardiovascular health;
• Improved glucose control.

Stay Strong, Stay Healthy will meet Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 10-11 a.m. starting Aug. 3 through 
Sept. 23 at the J.H. Robbins Memorial Library. 
Attendance at all classes is highly encouraged to 
achieve the most benefit out of the class. A special 
thanks to the library for supplying the space and the 
weights for this program. To register, contact Jessica 
Kootz at Midway Extension District Ellsworth 
Office. 

Jessica Kootz is the Family and Consumer Sciences 
Agent in the Midway Extension District. For more 
information on this article or other Family and 
Consumer Sciences related questions, email Jessica at 
jessicak@ksu.edu or call a Midway Extension District 
office at (785) 472-4442 or (785) 483-3157.

Choose Seitz!

206 N. Douglas • Ellsworth, KS

785-472-3212

“You have a CHOICE!”
When you choose Seitz

• You choose great customer service
• You choose service after the sale

• You choose professionalism

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

Stay strong, stay healthy

The Ellsworth County 
Independent-Reporter will 
run stories and photo-
graphs from readers cele-
brating an anniversary of 
50 years or more, a wed-
ding, an engagement, a 
birth or a birthday of 80 
years or older. 

Others are welcome at a 
charge. Club News articles 
are printed as space allows. 
The I-R reserves the right 
to edit the information to 
fit space available and into 
news style.

The deadline to receive 
information is 5 p.m. the 
Thursday before publica-

tion. Information should 
be sent by mail, e-mail or 
fax.

If the I-R is given incor-
rect information, the 
newspaper will charge $25 
to have the information 
rerun.

If you have interesting 
story ideas, please contact 
us.

Our address is 304 N. 
Douglas Ave., Ellsworth, 
Kan. 67439. Our e-mail 
address is news@indy-
repnews.com. Our fax 
number is (785) 472-5087 
and our office phone num-
ber is (785) 472-5085.

Our Pol icy

news@indyrepnews.com
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IN BRIEF

ON THE FARM AND IN THE CITY

Wheat price down for the week
Prices paid for grain at the Ellsworth Co-op at the 

end of the business day, Friday, July 2, were:
Wheat, bu. — $5.88, down 7 cents from June 28.
Milo, bu. — $5.92, down 74 cents. 
Soybeans, bu. — $14.03, up 96 cents.
Corn, bu.  — $6.92, down 4 cents.
The co-op has locations in Ellsworth, Black Wolf,          

Farhman, Hitschmann, Holyrood and Kanopolis.

July 17, 2021
714 E. 2nd Street, Ellsworth, KS

Age Groups:
3-5 year olds - check in 9 am
6-9 year olds - check in 10 am

10-13 year olds - check in 11 am

Pre-registration is REQUIRED! Register at Oak Creek Chiropractic,
519 Prairie Lane, Ellsworth, KS.
Register by noon 7-16-2021!

NO LATE REGISTRATIONS!

Check Oak Creek Chiropractic FB page
for more information or call the offi ce at 785-472-2625

Brought to you by Oak Creek Chiropractic, LLC
Special thanks to all of our sponsors: TK & Company, Inc., Ellsworth Steak House, Spencer Cleaning, LLC,

Central KS Contractors, Home Lumber & Supply Co., Ellsworth, Ellsworth Kiwanis Club, American Family Insurance – Caleb Schultz, Agent, 
Ellsworth Packing, First Bank Kansas, Long & Associates Public Accountants, Inc., Finke’s Retail Liquor – Kris Finke, Kyler & Son

Construction, Rental & Self-Storage, Alliance Insurance Co., Martin’s Pro Auto Inc., State Farm – Anthony Hopkins, Ideal Real Estate,
Ellsworth Fire Department, Refi ne Design, Mark A. Herzog, DDS, Millwood Realty – Ellsworth Offi ce, Slechta Enterprises Inc.,

Kanopolis Drive-In, Ellsworth County EMS, Eagle Communications, Gene’s Heartland Foods, Ellsworth Golf Course, Sugar Shack,
Reliant Roofi ng, LLC, City Plumbing – Mitch Kempke, Parsons Funeral Home, Star Barks Pet Grooming & Small Dog Hotel,

Citizen’s State Bank & Trust Co., Hoffman Auto Sales, Inc., Berkeley Capital Management, Randy’s Body Shop,
G. Kyle Gwinner, Optometrist, Dollar General, Nemnich True Value, Midway District, K-State Research and Extension,

Gambino’s Pizza, Kirkham & Michael, Ellsworth Pizza Hut, Freeman’s Body Shop, Robson’s Card & Gift Shop,
Whitmer Insurance – John Whitmer, Classy Lady Boutique

Registration fee - $7
(includes participation and meal)

Kids Ninja Warrior Obstacle Course
Oak Creek Chiropractic presents:

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

Healthcare

Providers
Check the listings below for
quality healthcare services.

Call 785-472-5085 if you would like to 
be part of our Healthcare Providers.

Mark A. Herzog, D.D.S.
1508 Aylward • Ellsworth, Kansas

785-472-5420 • www.herzogdentistry.com

CONFIDENCE
Successful people tend to smile a lot.

People whose teeth are healthy and

attractive feel more confi dent and

aware of their own vitality.

Call Us & Let Us Show
You New Ways To

Improve Your Smile!

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

First Bank Kansas has been 
recognized on the Forbes 
list of America’s Best-In-

State Banks 2021, ranking num-
ber one in Kansas and the top-
scoring bank overall in America. 
Forbes presents this distinguished 
award based on data produced in 
collaboration with the market 
research firm Statista. 

Nationwide banks like Bank of 
America, Wells Fargo or Chase 
Bank, which have branches in at 
least 15 states, were excluded from 
the ranking. Out of the 4,978 
FDIC-insured banks remaining in 
America, only 2.7 percent of those 
met the eligibility criteria for the 
2021 “Best-In-State” Forbes list. 
Financial institutions were scored 
on overall recommendations and 
satisfaction, as well as five subdi-
mensions (trust, terms and condi-
tions, branch services, digital ser-
vices, and financial advice). 

“The team at First Bank Kansas 

and Advantage Trust Company is 
honored and humbled to be 
named the number one bank in 
Kansas and the top-scoring bank 
overall in America on the presti-
gious Forbes Best-In-State Bank 
list,” said Kent Buer, President and 
CEO of First Bank Kansas.

 “Our team members embrace 
our culture and understand what 
it means to be ideal team players 
… to continually strive to deliver 
exceptional experiences to our 
customers and to each other. We 
are heavily involved and invested 

in our communities and work to 
enhance the quality of life in this 
region. 

“We are extremely thankful for 
our loyal customers who appreci-
ate our personalized style of doing 
business and see us as friends and 
trusted advisors.”

Founded in 1961, First Bank 
Kansas is a community bank that 
strives to know their customers 
and deliver exceptional service. 
With assets of over $500 million, 
First Bank Kansas is small enough 
to continue to provide personal 
service and make local decisions, 
yet large enough to provide the 
services their customers want and 
need. 

Advantage Trust Company, a 
wholly owned subsidiary of First 
Bank Kansas, was founded in 
1997. Advantage Trust Company 
provides trust and investment ser-
vices and currently manages over 
$900 million in assets.   

ALAN RUSCH/Ellsworth County Independent-Reporter

Justin Lindsley cooks the hot dogs Friday at an open house conducted by Ellsworth’s First Bank 
Kansas.

First Bank Kansas named 2021 

Top-Scoring Bank by Forbes

BILL BECKMEYER/ECI-I

Guests enjoy lunch on First 
Bank.

Continued from Page A4

which seemed odd for Abilene. From appearances it 
seems that Policeman McDonald arrested him for his 
own good as he had lost over $1,000 to a professional 
gambler by the name of “Smith.” 

Under the subject “BLODDY AFFRAY,” citizens 
learned that Policeman James Gainsford, serving as 
deputy U. S. marshal, had just returned from Fort 
Dodge. He had been called there in late June by Capt. 
Wemple, a cattleman who lived west of Abilene. 
Wemple had tracked cattle stolen from his place to 
Fort Dodge to discover the villain was Curly Walker, a 
former scout turned horse and cattle thief. 

Before Gainsford could arrive, Walker appeared to 
be preparing to leave. Wemple confronted him from 
horseback, asking where he had obtained the cattle. 
When Walker replied that it was none of Wemple’s 
business, Wemple ordered the outlaw to “throw up his 
hands, that he wanted him.” Walker immediately went 
for his gun, firing five shots. Wemple responded. As 
his horse went down Wemple’s fifth shot passed 
through Walker’s heart. 

The editor noted, “His loss is our gain. Let the work 
continue ...” There would be more excitement in 1871 
and many more stories to tell on The Way West.  

Gray

www.herzogdentistry.com
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LOOK WHO’S TURNING

Subscribe to the El lsworth County

Independent Reporter!

*In County - $44.25

*Everywhere Else in Kansas - $48.75

*Out of State - $49.75

*On-l ine only - $39.00

Name:________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________

City:__________________________________________

State/Zip:_____________________________________

Phone:________________________________________

Email:_________________________________________

-REPORTER

INDEPENDENT

ELLSWORTH COUNTY

304 N. Douglas
Ellsworth, KS 67439

785-472-5085
www.indyrepnews.com

-REPORTER
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BY ALAN RUSCH
Ellsworth County I-R

A lthough Nicole Haase, the 2021-22 Ellsworth FFA Chapter presi-dent, has won several awards dur-ing her past five years in FFA, nothing can top her most recent award, the state star award in agricultural placement — the highest individual star award present-ed by the Kansas State FFA.Haase, the daughter of Arrin and Kristin Haase of Ellsworth, received the award during the recent virtual Kansas FFA state convention.
“I was in shock when I found out I’d won,” she said. “After all the hard work 

that went into applying for this and going through the interview process — I had great help along the way.”“I believe it’s the first star farmer for quite a few years,” said Karl Dawn Stover, Ellsworth FFA Chapter advisor and EJSHS vocational agriculture instructor. “I can’t actually find one in any of the plaques that we have on hand. So I think this is the first in a very long time for Ellsworth. She is very deserving, and it’s quite an honor.”
Stover described Haase as “extremely hard working.”
“When she’s not doing school stuff, 

-REPORTER

INDEPENDENT
ELLSWORTH COUNTY

$1.25

Volume 149, No. 47                                                 www.indyrepnews.com                                               Thursday, July 1, 2021  

Inside

Deaths

COVID-19  
by the numbers

As of Tuesday, Ellsworth 
County had two active 

cases of COVID-19. On a 
scale with blue as the 

lowest and red the 
highest, Ellsworth County 

is in the blue zone, 
according to the local 
health department. 

WEDNESDAY 81/67
Mostly cloudy; few 

showers

THURSDAY 85/68
Partly cloudy

FRIDAY 84/68
Partly cloudy

SATURDAY 84/67
Mostly sunny

SUNDAY 86/69
Mostly sunny

MONDAY 89/69
Mostly sunny

TUESDAY 90/71
Partly cloudy

Ross 
Janssen’s 
Weather

June 30 to
July 6

 

Thomas Virgil 
Phelan
(1951-2021)

Donald R. 
Urbanek
(1945-2021)

See Page A2

KID SCOOP Page A3Kid Scoop celebrates 
Independence Day.

OPINION Page A4An inmate discovers a new life at the Ellsworth 
Correctional Facility.

COMMUNITY Page A7City plans to start           condemnation proceedings against old hospital.

SPORTS Page B1The I-R starts its annual recognition of the boys and girls of summer. Wilson teams are featured this week.

PASSAGES    Page B4The Kanopolis High School baseball team of 1922-23 is featured in a photo from the Ellsworth County 
Historical Society. 

PASTOR’S PODIUM Page B5
Pastor Luke Brown intro-
duces Keran the Comfort Dog, who already has made many friends in her short time in Ellsworth. 

JULY REMINDER 
Celebrate the nation’s 
independence by attending Saturday’s grand Star 
Spangled Splash and Blast at the Recreation Center complex. The day’s extrava-ganza starts with run/walk in Preisker Park. Afternoon entertainment will move to the air-conditioned 

Performing Arts Center, where students will present Moana Jr. at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. There is no admission charge. The evening’s activ-ities begin at 5 p.m. 
Information: 
(785) 472-4071.  

ALAN RUSCH/Ellsworth County I-REllsworth FFA Chapter President Nicole Haase, sitting, with Karl Dawn Stover, Ellsworth FFA Chapter advisor.

LORI FARMER/Ellsworth County Independent-Reporter

This photo was taken this past week along the Ellsworth-Barton county line, before rain stopped the 2021 wheat harvest.

See HAASE, Page A5

We salute our 
hard working farmers!

See Page A8.

This year’s Ellsworth 
County wheat harvest

Halted
by Rain

Haase carries on family tradition
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Sidewalks

Ellsworth
Elementary

School

US
Post

Offi ce

Ellsworth
County

Courthouse

Ellsworth
Fire

Dept.

����������������
at city spray pad

BY ALAN RUSCH
Ellsworth County I-R

Ellsworth City administrator Rusty Varnado offered a brief update on the Splash Pad in Preisker Park Monday, during what turned out to be a short meeting of the Ellsworth City Council.Varnado said the city crew is having trouble getting water into the splash pad.“It’s really frustrating,” he said. “They are doing their best.”
Varnado said he hopes to have the Splash Pad open to the public on July 4.
In other business:

rates and volumes, at a cost not to exceed $15,000.
-

The graphic at left by I-R designer Bill Beckmeyer shows the sidewalks that will be replaced using an $83,000 grant Ellsworth was recently awarded from a state highway plan.  

BY LINDA MOWERY-DENNING
Ellsworth County I-R

F riday night offered the kind of sky photographers dream about — frequent streaks of lightning set against a deep blue background.
For farmers trying to harvest their 2021 wheat crop, the sky between Wilson and Ellsworth — with its threat of rain — was less welcome.

For many Ellsworth County pro-ducers, wheat harvest was suspend-ed a week ago, when anywhere from two to three inches of rain fell on ripe fields.
“We would be seeing the end of 

harvest if we could have had those last four days,” said Monte Hudson, manager of the Ellsworth Coop ele-vator at Kanopolis.
Instead, he suspects farmers in his area are less than half-way through the annual ritual. The forecast doesn’t look good for those anxious to finish.

Mary Knapp, state climatologist at Kansas State University in Manhattan, said temperatures are forecast to be cooler than normal, with a slight chance of above nor-mal precipitation through July 6 in the Ellsworth area. There is a slight chance of below normal precipita-

See HARVEST Page A7

See ELLSWORTH, Page A4

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

Through the years we have been

here for Ellsworth County.

News, sports, special events, we cover 

Ellsworth County 24-7.

We keep you and your family

informed.

We plan to keep you informed for

another 150 years, but we can’t do it

without your help!

www.indyrepnews.com


 

Enjoy th
sty treat from these sponsors...

TM

®
The Original Salina DQ

for the tastiest treats!

Celebrating 72 years of Service

Bring this ad and you can buy one 16oz.
Blizzard and get a second one FREE!

DAIRY QUEEN # 1
321 N. 9th St. • Salina, KS

785-823-6109

*expires December 2021

AMPRIDE
Hwy 156 Jct. • Ellsworth, KS • 785-472-4782

Have you
tried our

Biscuits and Gravy?
Large Size

50c off
* Offer good through end of July

Hallmark Ornament Premiere Event

Saturday, July 10 through 
Saturday, July 17

G O L D  C R O W N

Robson’s Card & Gift Shop
211 North Douglas • Ellsworth, KS • 785-472-3931

Hours: M-F – 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Saturday – 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Closed Sundays

Old-fashioned soda fountain, fresh squeezed
limeades, homemade ice cream,
grilled sandwiches, and gifts.

104 N. Washington, Marquette, KS

Tues. - Sat.: 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

785-546-2234

City Sundries

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

Let us create your one of a kind piece

jewelers
Est. 1884

123 N Santa Fe Ave

Salina, KS 67401

(785) 825-0531

Hours: Mon - Fri - 9 am - 5:30 pm

Sat - 9 am - 5 pm

Phone: 785-827-0351

-R
I NewsA10
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Legacy
Continued from Page A7

Wacker family and Hi-Plains 
Sand. 

Today, the company remains a 
part of the community, as does 
Todd, who serves on the 
Ellsworth County Historical 
Society board of directors, while 
Justin serves as president of the 
local Pheasants Forever chapter 
and is also a volunteer firefighter. 
They’ll also be manning the grills, 
cooking up burgers at Friday’s 
annual hamburger feed at the 
Fort Harker commanding officers’ 
quarters as part of the Fort 
Harker Days celebration.  

“They say it takes a village to 
raise a child,” Todd said. “Well, it 
takes a village to have an event 
like this in a small town.”

The company has a vested 
interest in its community, Todd 
said, and tries to help out wher-
ever it can whether it’s employing 

local residents or donating equip-
ment to assist with storm cleanup 
efforts. It’s all a part of giving 
back and serving their communi-
ty, just like their fathers did.

When Todd and Justin line up 
with their families for Saturday’s 
parade, they’ll be thinking of 
their fathers, who took their 
ideas and nurtured them into 
successful businesses. Bob passed 
away in February 2016. Gary died 
in November of the following 
year. 

“Obviously, we’re happy and 
surprised,” Todd said of Hi-Plains 
Sand being named grand. “And 
we’re very appreciative, but I wish 
it could’ve been them. I wish they 
could be there at the front of the 
parade. If I could have one wish, I 
would’ve wished it could’ve been 
them. They went through the 
tough years, and it wasn’t all wine 
and roses.” 

Just as their fathers spent much 

of their lives devoted to their 
businesses, Todd’s mom, Karen 
Wacker, and Justin’s mother, 
Vicki, were also there alongside 
their husbands, supporting their 
spouses and raising their growing 
families.

“I draw a lot of strength from 
them,” Todd said. “There are 
struggles in running a business, 
and I know my admiration and 
respect for my mother continues 
to grow. Looking back, there were 
times when the business was run-
ning on a shoestring. It couldn’t 
have been easy. It had to be 
stressful on a marriage. My admi-
ration and respect for her deep-
ens all the time for what she’s 
gone through.” 

“It’s true,” Justin said. “They’ve 
been that rock. They’ve been 
there through the difficult times 
— when life wasn’t that great.”

Just like their mothers, Todd 
and Justin also say their wives, 

Tracy and Season, have also been 
a wealth of support.

“We can’t mention without 
mentioning our wives, too,” Todd 
said.

Hoping to stay true to their 
roots, Todd and Justin admit they 
still follow the simple lessons 
their fathers imparted on them 
all those years ago.

“Both of us two boys grew up 
in the business, and so we try to 
follow what our dads taught us,” 
Todd said. “Like, never ask a man 
to do something you wouldn’t do 
yourself. Something I still try to 
practice is not thinking I’m too 
important ... that I’m not too big 
for my britches. I want to respect 
that. We’re working bosses, 
meaning, you’re not just going to 
find us in an office. We found it 
was not only necessary to multi-
task, but it was better for our 
bottom line. There’s a need for 
both of us to be working.”

“That’s how we were raised,” 
Justin said. “We learned from our 
dads, and have carried on what 
we know.”

At Hi-Plains Sand, there’s still 
a handful of the original 
employees remaining. Time and 
attrition have seen some 
employees go and new ones tak-
ing their place. For Todd and 
Justin, the company’s long-term 
success is the direct result of 
their employees.

“There’s no way we’d be where 
we are today without good 
employees,” Todd said. “There’s 
been a lot of good people over 
the years, and what we’ve been 
able to (accomplish) couldn’t 
have been done without them. 
And today, we have excellent 
employees and staff — from top 
to bottom — and a great com-
munity. The two of us wouldn’t 
be worth a hill of beans without 
them. That’s just reality.” 

www.flowernooksalina.com
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Fort Harker Days
Kanopolis, Kansas

July 9 and 10, 2021

Contact Us! 
 

(785)534-1601 o r (800)530-5572 
 

P.O. Bo x 339 | 3075B US Hwy 24 

Be lo it, Kansas 67420  
 

www.rollinghills.coop 

Come on out and enjoy yourself during  

FORT HARKER DAYS  
JULY 9 - 10 

Answering Your Call 24/7 

Pro udly se rving  rura l e le c tric  me mbe rs 

in fifte e n c o untie s, inc luding  the  c itie s 

o f Alto n, Kano po lis and Wilso n. 

 
SERVING THE KANOPOLIS 

AREA SINCE 1972! 

North Main and Kansas • Ellsworth, KS • 785-472-3261

THE ELLSWORTH COOP

www.ellsworthcoop.com

Let the good t imes rol l  at the
For t Harker Festival !

We look forward 
to serving you in 

the future.

TRUST YOUR CO-OP TO FIND SOLUTIONS
The Ellsworth Co-op’s Mission Statement is “To be a profi table, progressive cooperative business,
providing quality services and products to all customers.” After 107 years in the Ellsworth County area, 
these goals have manifested themselves into a thriving business that works well with its customers.

When folks have a problem, they often fi nd the best solution by working together. That’s what cooperatives 
are all about. A cooperative business belongs to the people who use it – people who have organized to 
provide themselves with the goods and services they need.

All across America, 120 million people are solving problems and enjoying a better life because of their 
co-ops. People have formed coops for farming, banking, housing, child care, health care, electric and 
telephone service, food retailing and other goods and services. They trust their co-ops to help them fi nd 
solutions.

***AII events will be held at the Kanopolis City Park unless otherwise noted

Friday, July 9

5 pm - Sand Volleyball Tournament at Kanopolis City Park

5-7 pm - Hamburger Feed/Commanding Offi cers’ Quarters,

               $6 donation per plate. Sponsored by Ellsworth Co. Historical Society

6 pm - Beer Garden and Food Vendors

6 pm - Co-ed Softball (Kanopolis Middle School Ball fi eld)

6:30 pm - Registration for Washer Board Tournament, next to beer garden

            at BB Court.

7 pm - Washer Board Tournament. $10 per team. 16 years and up. See Greg or Anthony.

8 pm - Midnight - Big Dawgs DJ Free Dance

Saturday, July 10

6:30-7:30 am - Fort Harker Walk/Run Registration at A & Kansas Streets

7 am - Co-ed Softball (Kanopolis Middle School ball fi eld)

7:30 am - Fort Harker 4 Mile Run/2 Mile Walk/Run at A & Kansas Streets

8 am - Sand Volleyball

9 am - Craft Vendors

9 am - Parade Lineup (Corner of 1st & Kansas)

10 am - Parade Theme “Helping to Rebuild America” - Grand Marshal -

              Hi Plains Sand, Inc.

11 am - DD Clown and Company

11:30 am - Turtle Races (Box turtles only, please)

12 - 4 pm - Bounce-A-Roos-Wet Water Slide and Obstacle Course - prepare to get wet!

12 noon - Beer Garden - open until you go home!

12 noon - Free Watermelon (in the park)

12 - 1 pm - Cornhole Tournament Registration and warm up. North of the library.

1 pm - Coloring contest winners announced at the library.

1 pm - Dodgeball Tournament (south of volleyball court)

1 pm - Cornhole Tournament Start

2 pm - Poker Tournament Koyote Den

3 pm - Kanopolis All School Reunion Social Hour at the Kanopolis Community Center

5 pm - Kanopolis All School Reunion Dinner

6 pm - Registration for ADULT (18 and Older) Covered Wagon Races and Registration  

            for KIDS Covered Wagon Races w/parent approval

7 pm - Covered Wagon Races (N. Kansas by Kanopolis City Park)

8 pm - Karaoke at Fort Harker Saloon II

8 pm - midnight - Big Dawgs DJ Free Dance

8:45 pm - Gun/Cash/Fire Pits Drawing

8:45 pm - Kanopolis Volunteer of the Year Award

Please Bring Your Lawn Chairs For Your Comfort!

OROZCO’S

PORTALES
Dine in or carry out
Open 6 days a week

117 N. Kansas
Kanopolis, KS
785-472-4226

July 9 and 10, 2021

FORT HARKER DAYS

The sponsors on these pages
welcome you to Fort Harker Days!

Respect and Reliability Since 1914

Rock, Sand, Fill Dirt,
Gravel Provider,

and Hauling

Vendors at Kanopolis City Park Friday and Saturday

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

1896 Ave M • Kanopolis, KS • 785-472-4880
*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

www.rollinghills.coop
www.ellsworthcoop.com
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KYLER & SON

Boom Lifts • Trenchers • Air Compressors • Welders

Scaffolding • Forklifts • Concrete Tools • Pumps

Backhoes • Scissor Lifts • Lawn Equipment

Skid Loaders • Tile Saws • Floor Sander • Power Tools

Self Storage Units Now Available

1724 Ave. L • Kanopolis, KS • 785-472-3203

See us for estimates and concrete work

CONSTRUCTION, RENTAL, & SELF STORAGE

HAMBURGER FEED
On the east lawn of the Commanding Offi cers Quarters in Kanopolis

Friday night, July 9  5 - 7 p.m.
$6 per meal

Fort Harker Complex
309 W. Ohio, Kanopolis, KS
Ph. 785-472-5733

Hodgden House Museum Complex
Box 144, Ellsworth, KS 67439
Ph. 785-472-3059  echs@eaglecom.net

Check out the new portraits of the Fort’s Commanding Offi cers 
and enjoy the new Urbanek/McCary Room.

Sponsored by Ellsworth County Historical Society

July 9 and 10, 2021

FORT HARKER DAYS

Parsons Funeral Home
Ryan and  Tiffany Parsons, Funeral Directors

307 N. Lincoln, Ellsworth, KS 785-472-3861

parsonsfh.com

Enjoy Fort Harker Days!

City of Kanopolis
100 S. Kansas • Kanopolis, KS • 785-472-4732

Enjoy the festivities

at Fort Harker Days!

P.O. Box 8, Kanopol is, KS

785-472-1079

White’s Construction Co., LLC

Welcome to Fort Harker!
*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R *Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

In recognition of the original owners, 
Floyd and Everett White,

in business since 1951.

804 N Kansas Ave, 
Kanopolis, KS 67454 
(785) 472-4786

Adults - $8.00

Children 5-12 - $5.00

Children under 5 - FREE

Enjoy a movie at an old fashioned drive-in!

Kanopolis

Drive-In Theatre

Your Full Service

Convenience Store

and Station!

*Daily Lunch Specials*Seating Area*

Grocery Basics • Snacks • Beer • Coffee • Cold Drinks

M - F - 7 am - 5:30 pm • Sat. - 8 am - Noon

KANOPOLIS CORNER STORE
203 N Kansas St, Kanopolis, KS • 785 472-2147

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

www.parsonsfh.com
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Re m e m be rin g the  go o d o ld  days  at...

KANOPOLIS H IGH  SCH OOL
Let ’s  t a k e  a  s p in  in  t he  o ld  t im e  m a chin e  a n d  s ee  if y o u  r eco g n iz e  

s o m e fa m ilia r  fa ces  t ha t  a t t en d ed  K a n o p o lis  H ig h  Scho o l.

Fil l  in the blanks provided above with your guesses. Submit 

your answers on this original form by bringing i t to the I/ R offi ce at 

304 N. Douglas. If you get them al l  right , you wi l l  be entered in a

drawing for a FREE subscription. Deadl ine to submit your guesses is 

7/ 16. The winner wi l l  be announced in the 7/ 22 edition of the I/ R!

NO COPIES!

1.___________________ 2.___________________ 3.___________________ 4.___________________

5.___________________ 6.___________________ 7.___________________ 8.___________________

9.___________________ 10.___________________ 11.___________________ 12.___________________

13.___________________ 14.___________________ 15.___________________ 16.___________________

17.___________________ 18.___________________ 19.___________________ 20.___________________

Nam e :_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Addre s s :_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _    Pho n e :_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

PLEASE REMEMBER TO INCLUDE YOUR NAME, ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER!

-REPORTER

INDEPENDENT

ELLSWORTH COUNTY



 

From the files of the 
September 19, 1985 edi-
tion of The Ellsworth 
Reporter.

136 YEARS AGO
September 17, 1885

The reservoir and 
tower for the new water-
works will be located in 
the north-western por-
tion of the city.

Fully three hundred 
men will be employed in 
the construction of the 
water works, in this city, 
during the remainder of 
the season.

The new depot is 
being erected opposite 
the court house.

The ticket office and 
the place for transacting 
railroad business has 
been removed to the 
Grand Central Hotel 
until the new depot is 
completed.

New sidewalks have 
been ordered down from 
the Grand Central 
Hotel, to the court 
house, and from Douglas 
avenue to the new school 
houses in the eastern 
and western portions of 
the city.

Work & Co. com-
menced buying wheat at 
their new steam elevator 
yesterday and will con-
tinue to buy — paying 
the highest market price.

Mr. Arnold opened his 
new clothing store last 
Saturday.

Dr. Deavor has his 
office with Dr. Lang over 
Seitz drug store.

Henry Kriser and wife 
have gone to Lincoln 
Center, where Mr. K. 
takes a place in the store 
of Mr. A. Larkin.     

...
111 YEARS AGO  

September 15, 1910
A dedication of the 

new Catholic church will 
take place about the 
middle of October. 
Bishop Cunningham of 
Concordia and a number 
of out-of-town priests 
will assist in the dedica-
tion.

Charles Cadwell, one 
of the professors in 
Cleveland, Ohio, was in 
the city last Saturday to 
visit his sister who is one 
of the teachers in our 
city schools. Sunday 
morning he went down 
the river to visit his par-
ents and other relatives 
and friends before 
returning to Cleveland.

A water pipe burst in 
the Ellsworth club 
rooms Wednesday after-
noon and flooded the 
back part of the book 
store and the front part 
of the post office, before 
the water was shut off.

...   
75 YEARS AGO  

September 19, 1935
Ellsworth's first 

Booster Day in many 
months will be given 
next Saturday by the 
local merchants in the 
form of a watermelon 
feast to all visitors to our 
city on that day. The 
watermelons will be 
served in the grade 
school yard as usual, and 
as several loads have 
been ordered there will 
be plenty. The fruit will 
be kept in the Kansas 
power company ice room 
at its plant on lower 
Lincoln avenue the night 
before the banquet and 
will be well chilled by 
the time of the feast.             

...   
61 YEARS AGO

September 22, 1960
Dennis Farney of 

Wilson has been selected 
for a National Merit 
Foundation scholarship 
at the University of 
Kansas, Lawrence. A 
sophomore, he was one 
of the eight students 
chosen for the awards.

Acme Brick & Tile 
donated the water tower 
site to the City of 
Kanopolis. Back when 
the city of Kanopolis 
installed their water sys-
tem and elevated tower, 
it was decided to put the 
tower in the west half of 
block 40 south of the 
Union Pacific right-of-
way. Although the salt 
company owned the 
property west of Kansas 
and north of “C” street, 
it must be assumed that 
the city's elevated tower 
was on an acquisition 
agreement with the salt 
company. The tower was 
erected and as usual, 
time marched on. Both 
the old Royal Salt com-
pany and the Crystal 
Salt company were 
acquired by the Morton 
Salt company and even-
tually all mining of salt 
ceased and plant opera-
tions were abandoned. 
In the early fifties, the 
Great Bend Brick and 
Tile company, in order to 
secure the twelve acre 
tract on which the pres-
ent brick plant is located, 
had to purchase all of 
the old Royal and 
Crystal property from 
the Morton Salt compa-
ny. When the Acme 
Brick company of Ft. 
Worth, Texas, purchased 
the Kanopolis plant from 
the Great Bend Brick 
and Tile Co., they 

acquired the same hold-
ing. It was verified the 
existing fact that the city 
elevated tower was on 
Acme Brick company 
property. A search of city 
and county records have 
given no hint of why the 
land had never been 
acquired. Last Tuesday 
night at the Kanopolis 
city council meeting, 
representatives of Acme 
Brick presented the City 
of Kanopolis with a deed 
for the west half of block 
40, City of Kanopolis.   

 ...   
46 YEARS AGO

September 18, 1975
Frank Hlaus, Wilson 

announces the engage-
ment of his daughter, 
Judy, to John Sherman, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. 
John Tompkins, 
Ellsworth. The bride-to-
be is a graduate of 
Wilson High School and 
hold a B.S. Degree in 
physical education from 
Fort Hays College. She 
is employed by the 
Employment Security 
Division of Labor, 
Topeka. Mr. Sherman is 
a graduate of Ellsworth 
High School and Fort 
Hays State College with 
a B.S. Degree in business 
administration. He is 
currently a senior at 
Washburn University 
School of Law, Topeka. 
A May wedding is 
planned at St. 
Wenceslaus Catholic 
Church in Wilson.        

...               
41 YEARS AGO

September 11, 1980
Jan Andrews, 

Kanopolis, was selected 
to the Ellsworth-
Kanopolis school board 
during a meeting 

September 2. Andrews 
fills the unexpired term 
of Charlie Roehrman, 
who resigned in July.

Helen Woodmansee 
was named postmaster 
of the Wilson Post 
Office last week. She 
replaces Dale Stinson, 
who retired in July.    

...   
36 YEARS AGO

September 19, 1985
The Kanopolis City 

Council Tuesday, Sept. 
10, learned its applica-
tion for a federal grant to 
improve the city's water 
system had been denied. 
The city is awaiting its 
evaluation sheet and 
plans to reapply, accord-
ing to Mayor Dolores 
Shively.

Ellsworth County 
Commissioners will 
inspect the new elevator 
in the courthouse for 
acceptance next Monday, 
September 23, at 9:30 
a.m., according to min-
utes of the September 
16 meeting. They will 
inspect the recently-
installed elevator as well 
as the remodeling of 
rooms done in connec-
tion with the installa-
tion.

The Ellsworth County 
Historical Society will 
have an open house at 
the recently renovated 
Second Baptist Church 
on the Ellsworth 
Museum grounds 
Sunday, September 22, 
beginning at 2:30 p.m. 
The other buildings will 
also be open to the pub-
lic.

Notice — I have pur-
chased Bud's Motor 
Service and will continue 
to give you Sales & 
Service as Bud did. We 

will have the same quali-
ty lines of mowers, chain 
saws & sno-blowers. 
Our automotive services 
also include: mufflers, 
tailpipes, brakes, tune-
ups, shocks and other 
minor repairs. — Gene 
Bourne, Gene's Four 
Seasons.

Behind the passing 
and running of quarter-
back Mitch Gebhardt, 
the Ellsworth junior var-
sity football team rolled 
Monday to a 22-12 win 
over Southeast of Saline. 
Gebhardt passed for one 
touchdown and an extra 
point and ran for anoth-
er extra point to lead the 
Bearcats to the season 
opening win.

The No. 1 doubles 
team of Sherry Truhler 
and Marisa Ericson 
paced the Ellsworth 
High girl's team Monday 
as it finished third at the 
Nickerson Quadrangular. 
Truhlar and Ericson lost 
a tough match to 
Chaparral, then 
rebounded to roll past 
Nickerson, 8-2, and 
Conway Springs, 8-0, to 
grab the silver medal.

A party honored 
retired Judge Clarence 
Kahler Tuesday evening, 
September 3, at the 
Coachmen Inn, Great 
Bend.

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry 
Florian, Wilson, are par-
ents of a baby boy born 
September 12, 1985, at 
7:21 p.m., at the 
Ellsworth hospital. He 
has been named Brian 
Allen.
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The historic items on 
this page appear as they 
did in the original publica-
tion. 

This 1938 Union Pacific Train was a special train promoting the movie “Union Pacific”. It made a stop in Ellsworth in 1938. Photo courtesy of the Ellsworth 
County Historical Society.

Preserve Your Memories!

The Ellsworth County Independent-Reporter will run stories and photographs from 
readers celebrating an anniversary of 50 years or more, a wedding, an engagement,

a birth or a birthday of 80 years or older.

The special events in your life go by so quickly,
why not preserve those memories by putting them in the I/R.

You can send them to 304 N. Douglas Ave., Ellsworth, KS, or email to indy@eaglecom.net

m 
t,
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Our little lighted cross

Church Services
In Ellsworth County

Brookville

United Methodist

Bill Gies, pastor
114 W. Anderson, (785) 225-
6875

St. Joseph’s Catholic
Msgr. James E. Hake
West Third

buShTon
holy name Catholic
Fr. Rick Kotrba
296 Third Rd., (620) 562-3427

United Methodist

Diana Webster, pastor
213 Third, (620) 562-3393

Salem united Methodist
Tom Reazin, pastor
517 Ave. E, (620) 562-3334 

CaRnEIRo
Carneiro Fellowship Center
Sunday worship: 9:30 a.m.
Bill Bristow, speaker

doRRanCE
First Lutheran – ELCa
Brenda Rodger PMA, 
417 Coleman
Sunday service: 8:30 a.m. Jan.-
June; 11 a.m. July-Dec.

St. Joseph’s Catholic
Fr. Tony Kulandaijesu

gEnESEo
Geneseo United Methodist

Guy Rendoff, pastor
407 8th, (620) 824-6498
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
UMW: 3rd Thursday - 7 p.m.

ELLSwoRTh
harvest bible Church
Marc Compton, pastor
907 Evans, (620) 562-0168.
Sunday service: 10:30 a.m. 

assembly of god
Exie Barber, pastor, 
106 W. Eighth, (785) 531-0067
Discipleship Develop.: 9:45-
10:30 a.m. 
Worship: 10:45 a.m.-12 p.m.
Evening: 6 p.m.
Wednesday Children/youth: 
7-8 p.m. 

holy apostles Episcopal
Father Harvey Hillin, pastor
104 W. Fourth
Sunday service: 10 a.m.

First Presbyterian
Amy Jo Hawley, pastor
405 N. Lincoln, (785) 472-5557. 
9-9:45 a.m. Sunday, First 
service.
9:50-10:20 Sunday School.
10:30-11:15 a.m. Sunday, 
Second Service including live 
on Facebook at Ellsworth First.

Immanuel Lutheran LC – MS
Luke Brown, pastor
905 Stanberry, Church: (785) 
472-4045
Bible Study: 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service: 10 a.m.
TV ministry: Sun. 4 p.m. and 
Thurs. 7 p.m. 

diVine hope nazarene
Hoeger Chapel, 
300 Bickerdyke Blvd.
(785) 472-1744
Sunday service: 10 a.m.

St. bernard’s Catholic
Fr. Joshua Werth
10th and Kansas, (785) 472-3136
Sunday Mass: 10 a.m.
Visitors welcome, must contact 
church by Friday to attend.

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 
LC – MS
Keith Emshoff, pastor
(713) 906-8003
Sunday school: 8:30 a.m.
Adult Bible Class: 8:30 a.m.
Church service: 9:30 a.m.

Smoky hill baptist
1007 Evans. Contact Gary Oller, 
(785) 252-3263.
9:45 a.m. Sunday school
10:45 a.m. Sunday Church 
service
6 p.m. Wednesday Bible study

First united Methodist
Dennis Carter, pastor
322 N. Douglas , (785) 472-3870
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Sunday service
TV ministry: 10:30 a.m. and 
12:45 p.m. Sunday

Refreshed and Redeemed 
Church
Mary Somrak, pastor
Church: 307 Webb St., (785) 472-
9300
Sunday service at 10:30 a.m. live 
@rarnaz on Facebook

LoRRaInE
First baptist Church
Zach Ullom, pastor
320 W. Wichita, (785) 472-5334
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Bible Club: 6 p.m.

holyrood

St. Paul united Church of 
Christ

Debby Rains, pastor
301 E. Nassau, (785) 252-3410

St. Peter Lutheran
Dan Harders, pastor
209 S. County Rd., (785) 252-
3275
Sunday Service: 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School follows.

St. Mary’s Catholic
Fr. Tony Kulandaijesu
Concord Street
Masses broadcast on Facebook 
Live under St. Wenceslaus 
Church — morning masses at 
7:30 a.m. Tuesday-Friday, 6 
p.m. Monday, 10 a.m. Sunday.

kanoPoLIS
United Methodist

Dennis Carter, pastor
103 S. Missouri, (785) 472-4984
9:15 a.m. Sunday service
10:30 a.m. Sunday school

St. Ignatius Catholic
Fr. Joshua Werth
127 N. Missouri, Rectory (785) 
472-4874
Saturday Mass: 5:30 p.m.
Guests welcome, must call 
(785) 472-3136 by Friday to 
attend.

wILSon
Excelsior Lutheran – ELCa
Angie Sundell, pastor
(785) 452-1959
Nine miles NE of Wilson at 888 
Ave. C
Sunday service: 8:30 a.m.

First baptist
Brett Denham, pastor
Old Highway 40,                            
(785) 658-2499
Sunday service: 10:30 a.m. at 
the church and on Facebook 
page. Wednesday evening: 7 
p.m. on Facebook Live.

First Presbyterian & 
United Methodist

Mike Trow, pastor
319 24th St. or 2424 Ave. F 
Church: (785) 658-2191
Facebook Live at 9 a.m. 
Sundays, Wilson 1st 
Presbyterian and United 
Methodist Churches.

Immanuel Lutheran – ELCa
Vicar Jacqueline Thornton, 
interim
2819 Ave. F
Church: (785) 658-2252
9 a.m. Sunday service
10:15 a.m. Sunday School

St. wenceslaus Catholic 
Church
Fr. Tony Kulandaijesu
2807 Ave. D, (785) 658-3361
Masses broadcast on Facebook 
Live under St. Wenceslaus 
Church — morning masses at 
7:30 a.m. Tuesday-Friday, 6 
p.m. Monday, 10 a.m. Sunday.

Ellsworth/472-5588

We Urge You To Thank These

Church Page Sponsers!
For Helping Support Our Local Church Information & Pastor’s Podium

Where the Furry Stars Shine

Susan Dittman
   Pet Groomer

Debby Garrett
    Pet Groomer

Phone: 785-472-4557

                       1005 16th Road

Ellsworth, KS 67439

Star Barks
Pet Grooming

910 West 12th Ellsworth,Ks 

785-472-3231

Homolka Grain

& Supply, Inc.
50 LB. BAGS SALT A SPECIALTY

SLEC HTA

ENTERPRISES INC .

Hig hwa y 40 & G ra nd

Ellswo rth, Ka nsa s

SO LID WA STE

REFUSE 

C O LLEC TIO N

472- 5179

Mark A. Herzog, D.D.S.
Ge ne ra l De ntistry

www.he rzo gde ntistry.c o m

Offi ce Hours: By Appointment

1508 Aylward Ellswo rth, KS

785-472-5420

218 North Douglas
Ellsworth, KS 67439
Tel 785-472-4322

Fax 785-472-4651

www.hrblock.com

911 Evans Street
Highway 156 | Ellsworth, KS |

785-472-5858

MARTIN’S

PRO AUTO

Full Service Grocery Store

WESTERN UNIO N 

MO NEY O RDERS

Groc e ry: 785-472-4111

745 O’Donnell Dr. • Ellsworth

Nature ’s Fine st Produc e

Best Selection Of Meats In Town

BIG

ALL THE BANK

YOU EVER NEED.
Bolte Electric
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Over 40 Years Experience

Licensed     Insured

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

This space could

be yours!

Only $6.95 a week!

Call for more details.

785-472-5085

1504 Aylward Ave

Ellsworth, KS 67439

785-309-1515

Mondays and Thursdays

8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Tax Preparation
and Accounting Services

www.long-pa.com

G
od’s Word says that we are 
saved by grace through faith 
in Christ Jesus and not by our 

own efforts or works (Ephesians 2:8-
9). 

Grace Alone ... Grace alone means 
that God loves, forgives, and saves us 
not because of who we are or what we 
do, but because of the work of Christ.

How does a very small country 
church that sits surrounded by wind 
turbines, farm and pasture land share 
the Grace of God with others? For 
our congregation we share God’s love 
and a mission to be a beacon of God’s 
love to others through our lighted 
cross.

If you travel down I-70 after dark 
about six miles west of Wilson, to the 
south, you will see Excelsior 
Lutheran’s cross. By its unique design 
it is visible as a cross from all direc-
tions. It is a tall pole, similar to other 
crosses, but at the top there is a large 
ring of lights. This unique cross was 
designed by Gerald Klema, grandson 
of Samual Weinhold, a founding 
member of our church. It was con-
structed by Winslow Janda of Wilson, 
Kan. and has 45 lighted bulbs, once 
incandescent, now LED bulbs. Since 
its 1976 lighting (also the 90th anni-
versary celebration of our church) it 
has been serviced by Rolling Hills 
Electric who replaces the burned out 

lights about three times a year.
We give thanks for the many gifts 

received and posts to our Facebook 
page from those who use the cross as 
a waypoint, as a way to know that 
they are, perhaps getting close to their 
destination, others, say a prayer, or 
just smile, knowing God’s love and 
the love of a small country church 
travels with them whatever their des-
tination.

We recently received a letter that 
was slipped under our door and I 
wanted to include a couple of 
excerpts. 

“I always found so much comfort 
seeing that cross for a couple of rea-
sons. One it meant I was halfway to 
my destination and another and the 
main reason was it reminded me that 
I was never alone. God was with me 
every step of the way and kept me 
safe in all my travels to and from. Not 
sure what your original intentions 
were when you put up the cross, but I 
can tell you what an impact it has 

made on so many lives in such a posi-
tive way. I talk to people all the time 
and they know exactly where I am 
talking about when I mention the 
church with the lit cross.”

I hope that our little cross out on 
the prairie means as much to you as it 
does to us. For our congregation it is 
part of our identity, but mostly it is 
our mission to awaken the spirit 
within us to the love that God has for 
us, here and now, not for what we do, 
or we leave undone, God just loves us, 
period.  

May the love of our God be with 
you and bless you as much as it has 
us.

Pastor 
angie Sundell

Pastor’s 

Podium

Pastor’s Podium

The Pastor’s Podium column 
is offered each week 
by a different pastor 

or lay person representing 
an Ellsworth County church.

The week’s columnist 
is angie Sundell, pastor 

at Excelsior Lutheran Church, 
rural wilson.

Blessed the man who makes the

LORD his trust; who turns not to 

idolatry or to those who stray after 

falsehood.

Sacrifi ce or oblation you wished not,

but ears open to obedience you gave me.

Burnt offerings or sin-offerings you 

sought not; then said I, “Behold I 

come.”

Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.
“In the written scroll it is prescribed 

for me. 

To do your will, O my God, is my 

delight, and your law is within my 

heart!”

I announced your justice in the vast 

assembly; I did not restrain my lips, 

as you, O LORD, know.

www.long-pa.com
www.hrblock.com
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Call us for details

about  the

Business Directory!

WENZ INTERIORS, INC.

of Holyrood

“Your Home and Business Decor Center”

Hwy K-156 • 785-252-3445 • FREE ESTIMATES

“Serving You For 43 Years!”

Commercial  & Residential

See us for “Quality Products”  with “ Expert Installation”  Available:

• Building and Remodeling Products

• Doors, Windows,  and Skylights

• Flooring of all types

• Wallcoverings, Countertops, and Backsplashes

• Kitchen and Bath Redos and New Construction

• Cabinetry of all types

• Showers, including handicapped assist type

• Window treatments,  and more…
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T
S

Phi l ’s
Kar ts

NEW & USED

EZ GO GOLF CARTS

EZ Go Club Car & Yamaha

253 N. Ohio, Salina, KS

785-825-8392

better water. pure and simple.®

Serving Barton • Ellsworth • Reno

Rice • Stafford Counties

(800) 894-2532
www.KansasCulligan.com

Call us today for the smartest way to
Fix hard water problems!
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Radon Inspections and Mi t igations

Alamo Special t ies LLC
Jim Bowie - Owner/Operator • Offi ce hours: 9 - 5 M - F

1516 20th Rd. • Kanopolis, KS 67454
785-531-1951

See licensed and insured 

master plumber Jim Bowie for 

all your plumbing needs

and repairs.

Alamo Specialties also

specializes in certifi ed radon 

testing, removal for residential 

housing, and home inspection.

• Printing - Business cards, envelopes,   
  stationery, and more.

304 N. Douglas • Ellsworth • 785-472-5085

• Copies - Black & white, Color.

• Direct Mail - Printing and mailing  
  your fl yers, etc. to any zip codes 
  you want.
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We Do More...

L
O
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A
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S

Just for you!

www.indyrepnews.com

Log on and
experience your
local news and 

sports like
never before!

304 N. Douglas
Ellsworth

785-472-5085

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

785-472-5085

Only $14.95 a week!

Courthouse Notes, Etc.
Traffic

(Note: Traffic cases resolved between 
June 21, 2021 to June 25, 2021. Fines 
include a $108 docket fee.)

JUDGMENT ON PLEA OF GUILTY 
— Daniel Coe Allen, speeding, $201.

Beatriz Adriana Avila Garcia, speed-
ing, $183.

Timothy J. Banninger, speeding, $165.
Christopher J. Barlow, speeding, $183.
Nathan Earl Brown, speeding, $165.
Joshua Alvin Brunson, speeding, $183.
Robert Lynn Burroughs, speeding, 

$153.
Cynthia M. Cesko, speeding, $171.
Robert S. Crouch, speeding, $195.
Patrick Lee Crowdis, speeding, $153.
Melissa Victoria Cunha, speeding, 

$153.
Anatoliy Derun, speeding, $153.
Maribel Diaz, speeding, $165; child 

passenger safety, restraining systems and 
seat belts, $60.

Robert Julius Drinkwater, speeding, 
$177.

John H. Eidmann, speeding, $213.
Austin Alexander Fuentes, speeding, 

$171.
Liam Cooper Gallagher, speeding, 

$231.
Eric Thomas Gamboni, speeding, 

$165.
Stephanie J. Gibson, speeding, $177.
Maikel N. Gonzalez Vento, speeding, 

$258.
Ryan Alexander Gooding, speeding, 

$258; unsafe turning or stopping, failure 
to give the proper signal, $75.

Andrew Duane Jay, parking, standing 
or stopping in a prohibited area, $222.

Patrick John Kelley, failure to yield to 
an emergency vehicle, $303.

Barbara Gay Langenberg, speeding, 
$171.

Jeffrey Jay Layne, speeding, $276.
Erin Anne McLaughlin, speeding, 

$240.
Brandon Alan Medina, speeding, $177.
Brock H. Merkel, speeding, $153.
Jamie Allen Meyer, speeding, $153.

Fabien Munoz, speeding, $159.
Nayely Alegria Nunez Medrano, 

speeding, $177.
Alan G. Parker, speeding, $183.
Brendan James Perry, speeding, $189.
Bobbi Jo Peters, speeding, $258.
Jorge Radilla Perez, speeding, $213.
Apoorva P. Rane, speeding, $183.
Anthony Deron Roberson, speeding, 

$153.
Misael Rodriquez, speeding, $159.
Jarreau Colton Russell, speeding, 

$153.
Joseph Paz Salinas Jr., speeding, $195.
Puneet Saroa, speeding, $177.
Larry Allen Schniepp, speeding, $159.
Danielle J. Shahin, speeding, $222.
Wah Wah Sher, speeding, $153.
Chad R. Sprankle, speeding, $183.
Luke Jacob Stevens, speeding, $153.
Holly Elizabeth Stoner, speeding, 

$153.
Timothy R. Vandergrift, speeding, 

$183.
Emily Suelyn Voeltz, failure to wear a 

seat belt, $30.
James E. Walder IV, speeding, $153.
Laura A. Williams, speeding, $165.
David Ryan Wilson, speeding, $201.
DEFERRED ADJUDICATION — 

Breanna Katheryn Coffer, speeding, 
$258.

Joe Lewis Kelley III, speeding, $258.
Jonathan Arthur Lehmann, speeding, 

$258.
DISPOSED DUE TO FAILURE TO 

APPEAR — Hector Lopez Chilel, oper-
ating a motor vehicle without a valid 
license.

Ellsworth Police

June 20-26 Response Log — The 
department responded to or initiated a 
total of 74 incidents, resulting in two 
cases, four citations and one citation. 

NON-INJURY ACCIDENTS —  At 
1:40 p.m. June 26, Jeffrey Hicks, 54, 
Ellsworth, was driving a 1999 Ford pick-
up at 1408 Foster Road when he backed 
into a pole in the parking lot.

VFW Post 6485,Ellsworth, would like to thank the
following for donations and help in making our

fi rst annual Golf Tournament a success.
THANK YOU:

Maico

Citizens State Bank 

First Kansas Bank

Fort Harker Saloon

Michael & Maxine Johnson    

Home Lumber Company

Ellsworth Service Center

Millwood Realty

Gene’s Heartland Foods

Nex-Tech Wireless

Orscheln’s

Fly Boys Restaurant

Ellsworth Correctional Facility

Nemnich’s True Value

Sherman Hoffman & Hoffman

Ellsworth Golf Course

Budweiser of Salina

Hole Sponsors
Ellsworth Kiwanis

Dr. Kyle Gwinner

American Legion Post 174

American Legion Riders

Tomasa Cisneros

Joyce Wheden

VFW Auxiliary Post 6485

Kendall Rathbun

City of Ellsworth

Special thanks to Colby 
and Pat at the Ellsworth 
Golf Course, Malinda 
Cunningham and 
Anthony Hopkins for 
advice, and to Green 
Garden Angus for the 
hamburger donation.

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

fi rst annual G

co

nt a success.

www.kansasculligan.com
www.indyrepnews.com
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Real Estate

For Rent

Plum Creek Apartments 
leasing now. See 
www.plumcreek156.com 
for more information. (785) 
252-3800.

2-tfc-c

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISE IN THE I-R CLASSIFIED AND GET

FREE
PLACEMENT ON OUR POPULAR WEBSITE!

* All ads placed free on www.indyrepnews.com and on the Ellsworth  
  County Economic Development website
* Classified display; $6.25 per column inch
* Classified word ads: $5 for 15 words, 25 cents for each extra word
* Deadline is noon Monday the week of publication

Let US HELP YOU
                                       

Call the I-R for your
                   

Classified advertising needs

(785) 472-5085 

or stop by our office

304 N. Douglas, Ellsworth

Ellsworth AA, 8 p.m. Sun-
day, Tuesday and Thursday, 
United Methodist Church of-
fice, 402 N. Douglas, use west 
entrance. (785) 531-0685 or 
531-1845. (Updated 1/20/21)

Notices

Movies

Livestock

Need Help?

Looking for help? 

DIAL 211
Ellsworth County Resources

#BecauseWeCare

Ellsworth Farmer’s Mar-
ket, open Saturdays Me-
morial Day through Labor 
Day. Hours 8 a.m. - 11 a.m. 
Across from the museum.

42-15c

Farmer’s 
Market

W h e r e  a r e  t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  fo r  s a l e ?  

The market changes every day! 

Mark 785-531-1784  

Anita 785-531-0160 

www.hoffhines.com  

Go to www.hoffhines.com OR 
www.millwoodrealty.com OR 

www.zillow.com  OR  www.realtor.com 
New listings are put on the local area market 
every week.  Plus our websites have lots of 

pictures so you can shop from your easy 
chair!    OR Give us a Call!  We like meeting 

in person as well!  Anita and Mark 

For rent: Two bedroom 
house, CH/A, attached ga-
rage. (785) 472-4682.

46-4p

Services

Call
785-658-3315

Czech
Apartments

Wilson, KS

• One Bedroom Units

• On-site Laundry

• Utilities Paid

• Carport Available

• Furnished Available

Located in Historic 
Remodeled

Grade School
420 24th Street

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

New Listing
1570 Ave JJ, Ellsworth

5 bed, 4 bath, 2 car garage with wrap around TREX 
decking overlooking pond. One owner/well

maintained. Listed on Zillow. $299,000.
Call 785-202-1968 to schedule an appointment

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

Apartments Available 
at Kirkendall Heights

Ellsworth, KS
• One Bedroom Apartments
• Appliances Furnished
• On-Site Laundry
• Rent Based On Income
• Partial Utilities Paid
• Maintenance Provided

• Reduced Cable Rate

785-472-3765

NEW MANAGER
For an application, call Melissa

TDD Users Call 800-766-3777

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

This institution is an equal opportunity 

provider and employer.

THE PINES

APARTMENTS
811 Elizabeth St., Ellsworth

Come see what we
have to offer!

Housing for seniors and disabled
Income-based rent

Handicap Accessible
Appliances furnished

Maintenance-free living
Free In-House Laundry

Pet Friendly
Covered Parking

Security Cameras and Storm Shelter
Reception area for resident use

Internet available
Smoke-free environment

And much more!

Contact Jan Bontrager at
thepines@eaglecom.net or 

call (785) 472-4922
Like us on Facebook!

Check out our website:
www.thepinesapts.org

Improvements are partially funded by the 
Dane G. Hansen Foundation and

the Smoky Hills Charitable Foundation

We Have Openings!

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

Call us for all your real estate needs!

Zillow.com

Realtor.com

Joni Glaser, Broker/Owner - 785-531-0929
Kayla Errebo, Realtor - 785-420-0304
Ryan Webber, Realtor - 785-531-0786

415 W. 8th, Ellsworth
2 bedroom, 1 bath with CH/A, roomy kitchen,

fenced yard, one car garage. $52,500

312 E. 9th, Ellsworth
2 bedroom brick home features CH/A, wood

burning stove, finished walkout basement $134,900

701 E. 1st, Ellsworth
3 bedroom, 1 1/2 bath home with 3 car garage

with shop and additional bath. $129,500

122 E. Lincoln Ave., Lincoln, KS ~ 785-524-4350 ~ www.finchtheatre.com

July 9-11

F9 The Fast Saga

Tickets: 2 & Under Free; Adults $5; 

Children 3-12/Seniors $4.00; 

Add $1.00 per ticket for 3D Movies

PG-13 (2 hrs 23 min) Fri 7 pm; Sat 7 pm; Sun 3 pm

Free Wednesday Matinees: 
July 7 - August 4; 2:00 p.m. 

Free popcorn and soda to the first 50.

Buying Snake Root. $7 per 
pound wet, $20 per pound 
dry. (620) 653-7668 or (620) 
786-4932.

48-4c

FARMERS & RANCHERS
LIVESTOCK COMMISSION CO.

Sal ina, KS

STEERS HEIFERS

BULLS BUTCHER COWS

300-400

400-500                  

500-600                 

600-700                  

700-800                   

800-900                 

900-1000

300-400           

400-500                 

500-600                 

600-700                  

700-800                  

800-900                 

900-1000

$147 - $157.00

$156  - $166 .50

   

$140 - $150.85

$124 - $134.50

$97 - $104.00 $73.00 - $77.50

$149  - $159 .00

$139  - $149 .00

$132 - $142.00

$134 - $144.00

$123 - $133.50

$112 - $122.00

For a complete list of cattle for all sales check out our website at: www.fandrlive.com

In stock today
• Heavy Duty Round Bale Feeders
• 42’ ROUND BALE DUMP TRAILERS
• Heavy Duty 5000# Grain Tote

Sale Manager - Mike Samples - 785-825-0211 Ofc. • 785-826-7884 Cell
Salina, Kansas

Listen to our markets on KSAL, Salina at 6:45 a.m. on Monday thru Friday.
For more information or to consign cattle call sale barn or:

Fieldman Representatives: Kenny Briscoe • Lincoln, KS • 785-524-4048
Lisa Long • Ellsworth, KS • 620-553-2351

Austin Rathbun • Ellsworth, KS • 785-531-0042
Cody Schafer • 620-381-1050

Our next Thursday sale will be July 8th, 2021. We will continue with our Monday 

sales as regular, we will sell all classes of cattle starting at noon.

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

Total for the Week - Cattle - 703  Hogs - 60

Note our new email!

Ellsworth

news@indyrepnews.com

Marquette

news@marquettetrib.com

-REPORTER
INDEPENDENT

ELLSWORTH COUNTY

-TRIBUNE
MARQUETTE

and the

304 N. Douglas • Ellsworth, KS • 785-472-5085
www.indyrepnews.com

Ads remain at eciads@yahoo.com

Both indy@eaglecom.net and

marquette@eaglecom.net will

be discontinued

Pick up your copy of the

Ellsworth vendors: Ampride, Casey’s, Gene’s, Kwik Shop, 

Dollar General. Racks: ECMC, Steakhouse, Paden’s, CSB, 

Coach & 4, IR offi ce.  Kanopolis: Orozco’s, Corner Mart. 

Wilson: Wilson Foods, Stop 2 Shop. Lorraine: Rack on Main 

Street. Holyrood: Rack by H&B. Bushton: T-Bird Center.

I/R
Only $1.25 at a location near you!

Like the I-R 
on 

Facebook

SPINAL CORD STIMULATORS
Our Physicians can evaluate your pain to determine if this

is an appropriate non-narcotic treatment option.

Contact your family
physician for a referral.

Denise Weiss, DO
Andrew White, MD

Anesthesia Associates of Central Kansas, P.A.

785-827-2238 ‚ 200 S. 5th St., Inside Salina Surgical Arts Center • www.aack.org

Sometimes 

you need to 

make sure 

everyone 

knows how 

you feel.  

Call the I-R today at (785) 472-5085 
to place your apprecation ad.

Newspapers are a valuable part of your community! 

� ey provide you with news, sports, and special events happening in your town. � ey 
do what television, radio and social media can’t — bring you stories that add that personal 

touch you don’t get anywhere else.  Newspapers cover the local government meetings 
to keep you up to date on what is happening within your community. 

With your advertising and subscription support,  the I-R gives back more than $10,000 a 
year to our Ellsworth County communities by supporting local festivals, After Proms, 

the fair, youth events, paying membership dues and much more! 

And if you’re a college student or someone who has moved away, 
you can take your community with you. 

Support your local newspaper today!

304 N. Douglas • Ellsworth, KS 67439

(785) 472-5085

 www.indyrepnews.com

www.indyrepnews.com
www.hoffhines.com
www.millwoodrealty.com
www.zillow.com
www.realtor.com
www.zillow.com
www.realtor.com
www.hoffhines.com
www.plumcreek156.com
www.thepinesapts.org
www.atre.com
www.fandrlive.com
www.aack.org
www.indyrepnews.com
www.indyrepnews.com
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Classified   

B8

Help Wanted

Optometric Assistant
Must have computer skills and 

like to serve others.
Send your resume to:

G. Kyle Gwinner
P.O. Box 339

Ellsworth, KS 67439

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

304 N. Douglas
Ellsworth, KS
785-472-5085

www.indyrepnews.com

Looking to add an employee
to our staff.

The successful candidate should be
interested in what’s going on in our
communities, enjoy writing and be

a self-starter. 

We offer paid time off, health, dental, vision 
and other insurances, 401K.
Salary based on experience.

Send resumes to ldenning@indyrepnews.com

No phone calls or visits.

Resumes accepted until position is fi lled. EOE

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

HELP

WANTED!

Kansas Judic ial  Branch

NOTICE OF EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

12th Judic ial  Distr ic t

Kansas Judicial Branch, Twelfth Judicial District is

accepting applications for the position of Trial Court 

Clerk II for Lincoln County District Court. Starting salary 

is Grade 16 at $14.92/hr, $15.29 with a six month

successful review and $16.43 with one year successful

review.   This is a permanent full-time position with the 

State of Kansas.  Health Insurance, KPERS benefi ts and 

leave available. This position involves court clerical work 

in the Lincoln County District Court. Duties will include 

performing a variety of major court clerical functions 

and other duties as required.  Good verbal and written 

communication skills, the ability to work independently 

and follow established procedures, work well with people 

and good computer skills are required. Confi dentiality, 

accuracy and attention to detail are critical.

Legal experience helpful, but not required.

Applicant must have graduated from high school or its 

equivalent and one year of experience in clerical work is 

required.  Thirty college semester hours or its equivalent 

may be substituted for the required experience. 

Applicant must submit a Judicial Branch application, 

available at: https://www.kscourts.org/KSCourts/media/

KsCourts/Public/Kansas-Judicial-Branch-Job-Application.

pdf and must be received by 5:00 p.m. Friday, July 9, 

2021. Submit application and resume to Ms. Lebien,

Clerk of the District Court, 216 E Lincoln Ave., Lincoln, KS  

67455 or taylorl@12jd.org. 

THE KANSAS JUDICIAL BRANCH IS AN EEO/AA EMPLOYER.

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

Cashco, Inc. is looking to fi ll the following position:

Executive Assistant - A successful candidate will possess the
skills to keep the executive team functioning at a high level.  
Must be able to prioritize communications and record
keeping by organizing daily tasks.  � is position requires one 
to be able to utilize current technologies to effi  ciently
communicate with customers, vendors, and company staff .  
We prefer an applicant with 2-5 years’ experience and/or a 
degree in a business fi eld. High school graduates with
appropriate experience will be considered.
Inside Sales Administrator – � e Inside Sales 
Administrator assists the outside sales personnel thru quote 
preparation, providing technical information, and processing 
orders through the ERP system.  Good written and verbal
communication skills are essential.  Applicant should have 
a mechanical or technical background to understand valve use.  
Above average computer skills are necessary to eff ectively utilize 
EPR system.

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

EMPLOYMENT

OPPORTUNITY

The City of Wilson, KS is accepting
applications for Police Chief.

For job description and qualifi cation
information contact the Wilson City Hall at 

2407 Ave E, PO Box J  Wilson, KS 67490, or call 
785-658-2272.

Applications will be accepted until the
position is fi lled. 

Resume with references will be required.
KLETC Certifi cation is preferred. 

Wage will be based on experience.
Successful candidate will be required to

reside in the City limits.

Information about the City of Wilson can be 
found at www.wilsonkansas.com

Equal Opportunity Employer

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

ATTENTION I-R SUBSCRIBERS!

Has your mailing address changed?

It can take up to a MONTH for us to receive an address change from the post offi ce. That means there 
are four weeks of papers you don’t receive. Please, as soon as you know your address is going to change, 

PLEASE let us know! You can email subscriber@indyrepnews.com or you may call (785) 472-5085. 
Thank you for subscribing and reading the I-R!

CALL US FOR YOUR

PRINT AND

DIGITAL NEEDS!

• Logo design
• Infographics

• Facebook Campaigns
• Website design

• Direct mail
• News releases

• Printing

AND DON’T FORGET

TO SUBSCRIBE!

In County $44.25
Elsewhere in KS $48.75

Out of State $49.75
 On-line only $39

-REPORTER

INDEPENDENT

ELLSWORTH COUNTY

304 N. Douglas • Ellsworth, KS
785-472-5085

www.indyrepnews.com

333004 N Dougl

Els

-REPORTER
I
NDEPENDENT

ELLSWORTH COUNTY

$1.25

Volume 149, No. 23                     
                     

       www.indyrepnews.com                      
                     

    Thursday, Jan. 14, 2021  

Hey, Kids Page A3      

Looking for a fun activity? 

Check out our Kid Scoop 

in each edition of the I-R.

OPINION Pages A4          

Former Congressional 

staffer Leroy Towns writes 

about “The day America 

cried.”

FARM/CITY   Page A6      

Ellsworth’s most recent 

housing project is 

unveiled to the public.

SPORTS Page B4         

Ellsworth wrestlers 

compete with a dozen 

other schools at local meet.

Inside

Deaths

Online

Check out our 

Facebook page. The 

I-R’s Matt Denning 

updates our readers on 

the week’s events each 

Wednesday. Or 

subscribe to our digital 

edition. 

www.indyrepnews.com

You can also track us   

on Twitter

COVID-19  

by the numbers

As of Monday, 

Ellsworth County had 

42 active community 

cases of COVID-19. See 

story elsewhere on this 

page. 

WEDNESDAY 63/26

Mostly sunny

THURSDAY 48/30

Partly cloudy; windy

FRIDAY 40/23

Partly cloudy; windy

SATURDAY 42/21

Mostly sunny

SUNDAY 41/20

Mostly sunny

MONDAY 43/23

Partly cloudy

TUESDAY 49/25

Mostly sunny

Ross 

Janssen’s 

Weather

Jan. 13 to

Jan. 19

 

Roy ‘Shorty’ Folk

(1926-2021)

Sharon J. 

Habiger

(1959-2021)

Bernadette     

Loretta Dlabal 

Heleniak

(1938-2021)

Edward Hlad

(1932-2021)

See Page A2

Mary Jane     

(Major) Steinle     

(1937-2021)

See Page A5

Prayers for Anita

Courtesy Photo

Ellsworth’s Anita Rodriguez has been in the hospital for more than 40 days fighting COVID-19. 
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Editor’s Note — This is the 

first in an occasional article on 

Ellsworth County residents who 

have tested positive for 

COVID-19 and their experienc-

es. The purpose of these stories 

is to put a face on the virus that 

has affected families across 

Ellsworth County.

BY JENNIFER MCDANIEL

Ellsworth County I-R

F
or Anita Rodriguez, it all 

started with a little cough.

Although she didn’t feel 

sick, Rodriguez just couldn’t 

seem to shake a nagging tickle 

in the back of her throat.

While she didn’t think there 

was any real cause for concern, 

the Ellsworth resident and para-

professional at the local elemen-

tary school, decided to share her 

symptoms with the school 

nurse, who recommended she 

see a doctor. It only took two 

hours before Anita received a 

phone call confirming she tested 

positive for COVID-19. 

At the time, she had no way 

of knowing the challenges she 

would be facing in only a matter 

of days. 

For Anita, it would be a fight 

for her life.  

Anita’s world was much small-

er, limited to the four walls of 

her home. The boundary 

between real life and the one 

she was now living in quaran-

tine was separated by her own 

front door. 

For the first few days, she felt 

fine. Full of energy, she kept 

busy by cleaning her home and 

putting up her Christmas tree. 

She remembers feeling encour-

aged, that maybe she’d be one of 

the lucky ones with only a mild 

case of COVID-19.

But then things began to 

change.

“I felt good during the day, 

but at night, I started getting 

really tired,” she said. “Then I 

began running a fever, and then 

I was using my breathing 

machine.” While more common 

virus symptoms include a dry 

cough, muscle aches and fatigue, 

in more severe cases, patients 

can experience shortness of 

breath. And for Anita, who’s had 

asthma since she was a child, 

breathing became much more 

difficult. 

Less than a week after she was 

diagnosed, the setback sent 

Anita to the doctor. 

“By that Tuesday, I was feeling 

pretty crummy,” she said. “I just 

couldn’t take it anymore.”

Initially, medical staff offered 

her the option of going home 

with a portable oxygen machine, 

but because she lived alone, 

Anita chose to be admitted to 

Ellsworth County Medical 

Center, where she could be 

monitored. 

But about a week later, she 

was faced with another decision. 

Because her condition wasn’t 

improving and physicians had 

exhausted their efforts there, 

Anita needed to be moved to 

another hospital. 

“When they told me there 

was nothing more they could do 

for me, and they needed to 

Courtesy Photo

These were some of the 

Christmas decorations in 

Anita Rodriguez’ hospital 

room.
See ANITA, Page A7

Ellsworth County 

has 42 active cases

Ordinance allows for $3 

charge on water bills 

See ELLSWORTH, Page A6

See COMMISSION, Page A4

BY ALAN RUSCH

Ellsworth County I-R

K
erianne Ehrlich, supervisor of 

the Ellsworth County Health 

Department, told county 

commissioners Monday there are 

now 42 active cases of COVID-19 in 

the county — including 10 new cases 

diagnosed over the weekend.

Ehrlich said Wilson Care and 

Rehabilitation in Wilson has been hit 

hard by the virus and the Ellsworth 

County Medical Center currently has 

four COVID-19 patients. 

“Their emergency room is what is 

being hit the hardest,” she said. “The 

majority of the visits they are seeing, 

especially in the evening times and 

weekends are COVID.”

Ehrlich said this past week ECMC 

did 57 swabs for COVID-19, while 

the county health department did 43.

“We’re looking at 100 swabs at just 

what we’re doing with the hospital,” 

she said. “That’s not the other areas 

testing out of county.

 Ehrlich urged commissioners to 

keep the countywide face mask man-

date.
“The main concern we still have to 

think about is our healthcare system,” 

Ehrlich said. “I think we can say that 

we saw a good effect with the mask 

mandate. At the end of October we 

had a positivity rate of 31.75 (per-

cent) and for the week before 

Christmas we were down to a posi-

tivity rate of 9.81 (percent). We’re up 

a little bit again, but I think we’re 

BY JUANITA KEPKA

Ellsworth County I-R

T
he Ellsworth City Council is one step closer to 

adding a $3 charge to residents’ water bills for 

stormwater projects and flooding mitigation.

At Monday’s regular meeting conducted via Zoom, offi-

cials approved a Charter Ordinance to provide for the 

creation of a Stormwater Management Program and add 

a charge to the water bills. The full Charter Ordinance 

No. 25 can be seen on page B2 of this week’s I-R.

A charter ordinance allows a city to exempt itself from 

Kansas legislation and provide substitute or additional 

provisions. In this case, the charter ordinance exempts 

the city from following the Kansas Water Pollution Act 

and create its own program for stormwater management. 

The ordinance takes effect 61 days from the final publi-

cation in the I-R, unless a petition is filed by residents. 

According to city attorney Patrick Hoffman, “Charter 

ordinances are simply procedurally different but not nec-

essarily more controversial than other ordinances.”

Passing this ordinance does not necessarily mean the 

council will enact the fee. It simply is a first step in allow-

Make sure your home 

�������������
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See Page B3.

Looking for that special employee?

Want to make sure your garage sale 

is a success?

Let the Ellsworth County I-R
help. Advertise in our

Classified section and get

Double the bang for your buck!!

All classifieds that appear in the I-R 
also are posted at no extra charge 

on our popular website
www.indyrepnews.com

For more information: (785) 472-5085.

Like other businesses, The Ellsworth County Independent-Reporter 

survives on revenue — in our case from subscriptions and advertising. 

Those two sources determine how many employees we have and the events 

we cover. Advertising determines how many pages are in the newspaper 

each week.

Have an event you think we should feature in the paper or take photos at?

Are you a subscriber? Do you advertise? We thank everyone who can 

answer yes to those questions. We appreciate your support.

For those who don’t subscribe or advertise, please consider doing so.

That’s the only way we can add to our staff and, therefore, increase 

our coverage of your events.

www.indyrepnews.com
https://www.kscourts.org/kscourts/media
www.wilsonkansas.com
www.indyrepnews.com
www.indyrepnews.com
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(First Published in the Ellsworth County Independent/
Reporter, June 24, 2021)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF ELLSWORTH COUNTY, KANSAS

In the Matter of the Estate 
of   Case No. 2021-PR-000019
Rodney Dean Buchholz, Deceased

NOTICE OF HEARING AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS

THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:
You are hereby notified that on June 9, 2021, a Petition 

was filed in this Court by Mary Buchholz, an heir, devisee 
and legatee, and Executor named in the "Last Will and Tes-
tament of Rodney Dean Buchholz," deceased, dated March 
31, 2003, requesting the instrument attached thereto be 
admitted to probate and record as the Last Will and Tes-
tament of the decedent; Letters Testamentary under the 
Kansas Simplified Estates Act be issued to the Executor to 
serve without bond. 

You are further advised under the provisions of the Kan-
sas Simplified Estates Act the Court need not supervise 
administration of the Estate, and no notice of any action 
of the Executor or other proceedings in the administra-
tion will be given, except for notice of final settlement of 
decedent's estate.

You are further advised if written objections to simpli-
fied administration are filed with the Court, the Court may 
order that supervised administration ensue.

You are required to file your written defenses to the Pe-
tition on or before July 16, 2021, at 9:00 A.M. in the District 
Court, in Ellsworth, in Ellsworth County, Kansas, at which 
time and place the cause will be heard.  Should you fail to 
file your written defenses, judgment and decree will be 
entered in due course upon the Petition.

All creditors of the decedent are notified to exhibit 
their demands against the Estate within the latter of four 
months from the date of first publication of notice under 
K.S.A. 59-2236 and amendments thereto, or if the identity 
of the creditor is known or reasonably ascertainable, 30 
days after actual notice was given as provided by law, and 
if their demands are not thus exhibited, they shall be for-
ever barred.

Mary Buchholz, 
Petitioner

Sherman, Hoffman & Hoffman, LC
126 N. Douglas Ave., P.O. Box 83
Ellsworth, KS  67439-0083
(785) 472-3186
Attorneys for Petitioner

3t 7/8

Rodney Buchholz Estate

(First Published in the Ellsworth County Independent/
Reporter, June 24, 2021)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF ELLSWORTH COUNTY, KANSAS

In the Matter of the Estate 
of  Case No. 2020-PR-000034 
Howard R. Vacek aka Rocky Vacek, Deceased

NOTICE OF HEARING

THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:

You are notified that on June 18, 2021,  a Petition was 
filed in this Court by Janet V. Stash, duly appointed, quali-
fied and acting Executor of the Estate of Howard R. Vacek 
aka Rocky Vacek, deceased, requesting that Petitioner’s 
acts be approved; account be settled and allowed; the 
heirs be determined; the Will be construed and the Estate 
be assigned to the persons entitled thereto; the Court find 
the allowances requested for attorneys' fees and expens-
es are reasonable and should be allowed; the costs be de-
termined and ordered paid; the administration of the Es-
tate be closed; upon the filing of receipts the Petitioner be 
finally discharged as the Executor of the Estate of Howard 
R. Vacek aka Rocky Vacek, deceased, and the Petitioner be 
released from further liability.

You are required to file your written defenses to the Pe-
tition on or before July 16, 2021, at 9:00 a.m. in the District 
Court, in Ellsworth, in Ellsworth County, Kansas, at which 
time and place the cause will be heard.  Should you fail to 
file your written defenses, judgment and decree will be 
entered in due course upon the Petition.

Janet V. Stash, 
Petitioner

Sherman Hoffman & Hoffman, LC
126 N. Douglas Ave., P. O. Box 83
Ellsworth, KS  67439-0083
(785) 472-3186
Attorneys for Executor

3t 7/8

Howard R. Vacek Estate

Virginia Lucile Davis Estate

(First Published in the Ellsworth County Independent/
Reporter, July 8, 2021)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF ELLSWORTH COUNTY, KANSAS

In the Matter of the Estate 
of  Case No. 2021-PR-000021
Virginia Lucile Davis, Deceased 

NOTICE OF HEARING

THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:
You are hereby notified that on June 28, 2021, a Petition 

was filed in this Court by Roger R. Eaton, Executor of the 
Estate of Virginia Lucile Davis, deceased, requesting that 
the foreign will of Virginia Lucile Davis, deceased, dated 
June 21, 1994, be admitted to probate and record in this 
Court; no administration of the Estate is necessary; the will 
be construed, and the following Kansas real estate owned 
by the decedent,  situated in Ellsworth County, Kansas:

 All interest in and to the South One Third 
 (1/3rd) of the North Half (N/2) of the 
 Northeast Quarter (NE/4) of Section One 
 (1), Township Fourteen (14) South, Range 
 Ten (10) West of the 6th P.M., less Right 
 of Way, Wilson Township, containing 80 
 acres, more or less,
be assigned in accordance with the terms of the Will.
You are required to file your written defenses to the Pe-

tition on or before August 10, 2021, at 10:00 A.M. in the 
District Court, in the city of Ellsworth, in Ellsworth County, 
Kansas, at which time and place the cause will be heard.  
Should you fail to file your written defenses, judgment 
and decree will be entered in due course upon the Peti-
tion.

Roger R. Eaton, Petitioner

Sherman, Hoffman & Hoffman, LC
126 N. Douglas Ave., P.O. Box 83
Ellsworth, KS 67439
(785) 472-3186
Attorneys for Petitioner

3t 7/22

The Northwest Kansas
Educational Service Center hiring:

(Competitive Salaries, Insurance, and 
Education Assistance Available)

1)    Early  Childhood Teacher/Early Childhood Special 
        Education Teachers
2)    School Psychologist
3)    Autism/Low Incidence Consultant
4)    Behavior Specialist/Counselors
5)    Special  Education Teachers
6)    Special Education Paraprofessional(Quinter-Hill City-
       Oberlin-Cheylin-Oakley, Hoxie, Sharon  Springs)
7)    Physical Therapist  Assistant (Licensed)
8)    Deaf and Hard of Hearing Interpreter or candidate willing 
        to be trained
9)    Speech Pathologist 
10)  Head Start Paraprofessional  (St. Francis-Oberlin-
        Wakeeney-Goodland-Oakley)
11)   Gifted Facilitator

If you currently have a Bachelor Degree we have options for you 
including education assistance support.  Please contact Lori Weinman 
at 785-672-3125, Ext 156.  Head  Start positions contact Shelby Hubert, 
Director of Head Start, Ext 160

Applications are available at https://nkesc.tedkl2.com/hire/index.aspx. 
Applications will be accepted until the position is filled. 

*NKESC is an EOE*

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Convoy Systems is hiring Class 

A drivers to run from Kansas City 
to the west coast. Home Weekly! 
Great Benefits! www.convoysys-
tems.com Call Tina ext. 301 or Lori 
ext. 303 1-800-926-6869.

Misc.
Never Pay For Covered Home 

Repairs Again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty COVERS ALL MA-
JOR SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 
30 DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2 
FREE Months! 844-237-1432

UPDATE YOUR HOME with 
Beautiful New Blinds & Shades.  
FREE in-home estimates make it 
convenient to shop from home. 
Professional installation.  Top qual-
ity - Made in the USA.  Call for free 
consultation:  844-740-0117.  Ask 
about our specials!

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES 

in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available.  Call: 844-980-
0025 

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR 
MORE ON YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, liens & audits, 
unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, 
& resolve tax debt FAST. Call 855-
462-2769

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY.  Receive maximum value of 
write off for your taxes.  Running 
or not!  All conditions accepted.  
Free pickup.  Call for details. 844-
268-9386

Lowest Prices on Health Insur-
ance. We have the best rates from 
top companies! Call Now! 855-
656-6792.

ATTENTION MEDICARE RECIPI-

ENTS!  Save your money on your 
Medicare supplement plan. FREE 
QUOTES from top providers. Excel-
lent coverage. Call for a no obliga-
tion quote to see how much you 
can save! 855-587-1299

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year 
Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 
190 channels and 3 months free 
premium movie channels! Free 
next day installation! Call 316-223-
4415

Get A-Rated Dental Insurance 
starting at around $1 PER DAY! 
Save 25% on Enrollment Now! No 
Waiting Periods. 200k+ Providers 
Nationwide. Everyone is Accepted! 
Call 785-329-9747 (M-F 9-5 ET)

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  
EASY, ONE DAY updates!  We spe-
cialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & seated showers.  
Call for a free in-home consulta-

tion:  855-382-1221
Medical Billing & Coding Train-

ing. New Students Only. Call & 
Press 1. 100% online courses. Fi-
nancial Aid Available for those 
who qualify.  Call 888-918-9985

Recently diagnosed with LUNG 
CANCER and 60+ years old? Call 
now! You and your family may be 
entitled to a SIGNIFICANT CASH 
AWARD. Call 866-327-2721 today. 
Free Consultation. No Risk.

NEW AUTHORS WANTED!  Page 
Publishing will help you self-pub-
lish your own book. FREE author 
submission kit!  Limited offer!  Why 
wait?  Call now: 855-939-2090

Wanted
FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for 

cylinders and cans. R12 R500 R11 
R113 R114. Convenient. Certified 
Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 
or visit RefrigerantFinders.com

(First Published in the Ellsworth County Independent/
Reporter, July 8, 2021)

CITY OF LORRAINE FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

OFFICIAL NOTICE

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN AND TO ALL INTERESTED 
PARTIES:

   Notice is hereby given that on Thursday, July 29, 2021 
at 6:00 p.m. in the City Hall, 238 Main Street, Lorraine, Kan-
sas, the City of Lorraine Floodplain Management and will 
hold a public meeting to consider:

 (1) Revisions to Floodplain Regulations 
 in Ordinance 238.
 For a more details or to see flood maps in advance of 

the meeting call City of Lorraine Floodplain Manager at 
(785) 472-5582.

IF YOU REQUIRE SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION (I.E. QUAL-
IFIED INTERPRETER, HEARING ASSISTANCE, ETC.)  IN OR-
DER TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS MEETING, PLEASE NOTIFY 
THE CITY OF LORRAINE CLERK (785) 472-5582 NO LATER 
THAN 48 HOURS PRIOR TO THE SCHEDULED COMMENCE-
MENT OF THE MEETING

  
Certified this 5th, July, 2021
Jessica Bowlby, City Clerk for the City of Lorraine
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Lorraine Floodplain Public Hearing

news@indyrepnews.com

www.indyrepnews.com

Your clutter is probably someone’s 

                      but how will you know 

if you don’t share it                                      

Don’t delay  — turn that clutter into money. 

Call the I-R today!

304 N. Douglas  •  Ellsworth, KS 67439  •  (785) 472-5085

www.indyrepnews.com

Ever try to display a computer screen 

on your refrigerator?

Subscribe to the Ellsworth County Independent-

Reporter and get sports news and memories that keep.

www.indyrepnews.com
www.refrigerantfinders.com
https://nkesc.tedkl2.com/hire/index.aspx
www.indyrepnews.com
www.mortonbuildings.com
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EMPLOYMENT SERVICES

Kansas Works
785-827-9383 • https://kansasworks.com/ada/r

Older Kansans Employment Program
785-827-4857

Good Samaritan Home Health
1161 Hoeger Ln, Ellsworth, Ks.

785-472-3338

Angel’s Care Home Health
785-658-5681

Domestic Violence Association of Central 
Kansas
785-827-5862

https://www.dvack.org

Salvation Army
785-823-2251

https://centralusa.salvationarmy.org/salinaMany services

including energy assistance

American Red Cross of Central and 
Western Kansas
785-827-3644

Kansas Legal Services
888-353-5337

Veridian Behavioral Health
785-452-4930

Consumer Credit Counseling Service, Inc. 
Salina, KS • 785-827-6731

National Suicide Prevention Hotline
800-794-8281

Lifeline Crisis Chat
www.contact-usa.org/chat.html

Kansas Rehabilitation Services: 
Vocational Rehabilitation – 785-368-7471

Salina Regional Health Center:
Infant/Child Development Center
785-792-1885

Family Crisis Center:
Child Advocacy Center
785-827-9383

ELLSWORTH COUNTY                        RESOURCE LIST

ELDERLY CARE & SUPPORT

OTHER SERVICES

UTILITIES AND RENT

FOOD, CLOTHING & HOME GOODS

HEALTH AND MEDICAL CARE

Ellsworth County Health Department
Hours: 8 a.m.- 5 p.m. Mon.-Fri.,
1603 Aylward, Ellsworth, Ks., 785-472-4488
• Accurate Covid-19 information
• Health services including injections, laboratory services, physical  
  exams, school physicals, develop mental screening, child hood and  
  seasonal immunizations, home health services, off-site health 
  screening clinics, women’s health, family planning services, the 
  maternal and infant program and the WIC special supplemental 
  nutritional program for women, infants and children, and more.  
• Many health services on a sliding scale
• Information on USDA Commodities Food Distribution (income
  limits set by USDA)

Central Kansas Mental Health Center
1602 Aylward, inside Ellsworth Medical Center
785-823-6322 or 800-794-8281
www.ckmhc.org
• Therapy for all ages, medication management, crisis services, 

  public education and more. Always accepting new patients!

USDA Commodities Food Distribution 
(income limits set by USDA)
• For information on Ellsworth County distribution
   contact Anita Hoffhines at 785-531-0160

Ellsworth County Food Bank
(no income limits)
Located at the Harvest Bible Church, 907 Evans, Ellsworth, Ks.
• Set up Food Bank appointments from 8 a.m. • 5 p.m. on Tues. & Fri.
• Call the Ellsworth County Health Department at 785-472-4488 for  
   more information or to schedule an appointment.  

Wilson Food Bank
Call Theresa Heinrich at 785-658-6252 for information

Holyrood Food Bank
Located at St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, 301 E. Nassau, Holyrood, 
Ks. Call 785-252-3410 for information

Catholic Charities Mobile Outreach Program
The Catholic Charities Mobile Outreach Program is available in Ellsworth 
on the first Wednesday of each month from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
The van will be located in the parking lot of St. Bernard Catholic Church, 
911 N. Kansas Ave. Services available include: seasonally appropriate 
clothing, food, diapers, hygiene items, emergency assistance applica-
tions, Kansas Loan Pool Project applications, and information on other 
services available through Catholic Charities. If you, or someone you 
know, needs assistance, stop by the mobile outreach van. If you need 
more information of immediate help, contact Catholic Charities at 785-
825-0208. A person or family does not have to be Catholic to utilize this 
program.

Ellsworth Ministerial Alliance
• Assistance with gaps in rent payments and utility bills. Call Exie  

  Barber at 785-472-3232.

Ellsworth Senior Center/Council on Aging 
115 E. North Main, Ellsworth, Ks. 785-472-3032

• Ellsworth Senior Center is dedicated to serving the seniors of 

   Ellsworth and the surrounding areas.

Wilson Senior Center
785-658-2388

Holyrood Senior Center
Temporary location is St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, 301 E. 

Nassau, Holyrood, Ks.

• Noon meals provided (pick-up only), call  

   785-252-3410 for information

TRANSPORTATION SERVICES

Ellsworth County Public Transportation
785-472-3032

Wilson City Bus
785-658-2272

CHILDREN & YOUTH SUPPORT

JH Robbins Memorial Library
219 N. Lincoln Ave., Ellsworth, Ks. 785-472-3969

Lang Memorial Library
2405 Avenue F, Wilson, Ks. 785-658-3648

Ellsworth County Economic Development
114 ½ N. Douglas Ave., Ellsworth, Ks. 785-472-9204

• Ellsworth County Ecomonic Development is dedicated to

   improving the lives of citizens of Ellsworth County through 

   recruitment, retention, and expansion of goods and services 

   offered in Ellsworth County.

Caring Families
785-531-2616
• Caring Families is a nonprofit organization created to assist families  
   in need in Ellsworth and surrounding areas. Donated items are 
   made available to anyone who can use them.
• Ewco.caringfamilies@gmail.com or message Caring Families on  
  Facebook or Messenger

Shiney Hineys
785-472-9300
• Free diapers, wipes, infant ointments & laundry soaps. Call 
Pastor Mary Somrak or Susan at 785-472-9300.

Ellsworth County Medical Center
1604 Aylward Ave, Ellsworth, KS • (785) 472-3111 • www.ewmed.com
• Rural Health Clinics in Wilson, Lucas, Ellsworth and Holyrood

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

1604 Aylward Ave, Ellsworth KS
Main # 785-472-3111    Clinic # 785-810-1177

www.ewmed.com

CDC recommends vaccination for everyone 12 years and older 

Have you talked with your child
about the COVID-19 vaccine?

According to a MyVoice survey* held
in late March 2021, 75% of

respondents, aged 14-24, are
willing to get the vaccine or have

already been vaccinated. 

COVID-19 Vaccinations are
available at the Ellsworth

County Health Dept.

Sports Physical Schedules by location

Ellsworth

7/15/21
8/03/21

Holyrood

7/13/21

Lucas

7/29/21

Wilson

7/14/21
8/04/21

Back to School Sports Physicals
provides the perfect opportunity to talk

with your child's Healthcare Provider
about vaccinating!

*https://www.jahonline.org/article/S1054-139X(21)00098-7/pdf

https://www.jahonline.org/article/s1054-139x(21)00098-7/pdf
www.cdc.gov
www.ewmed.com
https://kansasworks.com/ada/r
www.ckmhc.org
www.ewmed.com
https://www.dvack.org
www.salvationarmy.org/salinamany
www.contact-usa.org/chat.html

