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ROBCO - The members 
of the Robertson County 
Child Protective Services 
Board were glad to return 
to the County Courthouse 
grounds for their annual 
Blue Ribbon event. Last 
year’s event was cancelled 
due to COVID-19, so this 
year’s ceremony was ex-
tra-special to those who 
were in attendance. April 
is Child Abuse Prevention 

Month and the CPS Board 
gathered on the lawn of the 
County Courthouse to tie 
blue ribbons to remember 
those who are survivors. 
Child abuse is suffered in 
silence by millions of chil-
dren worldwide and many 
experts have expressed 
concerns that COVID-19 
has only exacerbated the 
causes of child abuse and 
neglect. The loss of a job, 
the stress of the unexpected 
death of a loved one, social 
isolation and lack of con-
nection to family members 

have caused stressors in all 
people’s lives this last year. 
These are many factors that 
can lead to substance abuse 
and violent behavior.

County Clerk, Steph-
anie Sanders, explained 
in a phone interview, that 
the Robertson County CPS 
Board does a lot for chil-
dren who are separated 
from families due to ne-
glect or abuse that the com-
munity might not be aware 
of. Every year the board 
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Pub. Note: Having spent 
the past day or so going over 
the notes and scraps of paper 
I collected during that fateful 
April 13, 2019, EF-3 Tornado 
that touchdown in Franklin 
brought back a lot of memo-
ries, both good and bad.

What I remember most 

is an entire community, knee-
deep is water, mud, and de-
struction pulling together as 
one and helping to recover 
the town we all know and 
love. I remember the weeks 
and months that followed, 
the teamwork, the pride of 
FRANKLIN STRONG.

I debated doing this ar-
ticle for the last month, but I 

have to remember that histo-
ry is important, just remem-
ber when reading this article 
we are all Franklin and we 
are stronger today.

As reported in the 
Franklin Advocate, April 18, 
2019:

EF3 Tornado devastates 

Franklin
DENNIS PHILLIPS

BY CHELSEA KATZ

the eagle

This is part of a se-
ries of stories highlight-
ing high school students 
from the Brazos Valley 
who are active in 4-H or 
FFA. The series, which 
is sponsored by Capital 
Farm Credit, will culmi-
nate with one of the fea-
tured students receiving 
a $3,000 scholarship.

Franklin High School 
senior Makenna Chrane 
credits the FFA program 
for helping her learn 
about herself and what 
she can accomplish.

“Over the years, 
I’ve learned that, if 
there’s something that 
I’m wanting to pursue 
or if there’s a goal that 
I have, there is no room 
for doubting myself,” 
she said. “And there’s 
no room to question my 
abilities, question my 
qualifications.”

Chrane has partic-
ipated in multiple ex-
tracurricular activities 
while at Franklin High 
School, including cheer-
leading, but said she 

never felt anything was 
her “thing” until taking 
agriculture classes.

“It was something I 
was not only passionate 
about, but I was good 
at it, and I enjoyed it, so 
that kind of motivated 
me to keep going and 
keep pursuing those 
goals through ag,” she 
said.

With her agriculture 
classes in a separate 
building, Chrane said, 
the FFA program became 
a getaway from the rest 
of the school.

Through the pro-
gram, she said, she also 
learned more about re-
sponsibility, time man-
agement, and how to 
juggle all her activities.

“I used to be the 
worst procrastinator, 
and sometimes I still 
am, but I’ve learned how 
much easier things go 
when I just kind of get 
it done, and then not 
push it to the last minute 
to get things done,” she 
said.

Taylor, Hope and 

Sydney Pattison — A&M 
juniors from Austin — 
were among the 6,400 
people to receive their 
Aggie Rings this April. 
The three were accom-
panied by their parents, 
Melissa and Glen Patti-
son, and Sydney’s boy-
friend, Jonathan Hebel, 
when they picked up 
their rings at the Clayton 
W. Williams Jr. Alumni 
Center on April 9.

Her ag teacher, Bran-
di Liere, said Chrane en-
tered the program quiet 
and shy. Chrane was 
looking for her place in 
high school when she 
started getting very in-
volved with FFA and 
participating in career 
and leadership develop-
ment events, Liere said.

Chrane’s advisers 
even gave her the nick-
name “Miss FFA” be-
cause of her willingness 
to volunteer for every 
opportunity, Liere said.

“She’s really flour-
ished into a wonderful 
young lady,” she said.

During her four 
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 3 Month 6 Month 1 Year
In County $14 $24 $44.95
Out of Co. $16 $26 $48.95
Out Of State $18 $29 $49.95

• Terry Robason of 
Franklin was arrested and 
charged for possession of 
marijuana <2OZ, posses-
sion CS PG 3<28G, and pos-
session CS PG 1 >=4G<200G 
by RCSO. 

• Rodrick Dairy of 
Hearne was arrested and 
charged for possession CS 
PG 2-A<=2OZ by HPD. 

• Christopher Cazey of 
Hearne was arrested and 
charged for assault causing 

bodily injury, escape while 
arrested/confined (felony), 
evading arrest/detention, 
possession of marijuana 
<2OZ, and criminal tres-
passing by HPD. 

• Randall Harris of 
Hearne was arrested and 
charged for criminal tres-
passing by HPD. 

• Courtney Creeks of 
Calvert was arrested and 
charged for criminal tres-
passing by RCSO. 

The

Chatter

Box
Community calendar events can be emailed to news@

robconews.com. Please state 

“Community Calendar” in the subject line. 
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The Classifieds
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  1  Lone ____ State

  5  Jacksonville FM

  6  TX Tanya’s “Texas

      When _  ___”

  7  jeans creator

      Strauss (init.)

  8  TXism: “sling it on

      the wall and ___

      if it sticks” (try)

  9  TX George W. 

      gave 189 of these

16  this TX Garrison

      was a former top 5

      pro tennis player

17  Killeen High

      School mascot

19  TXism: “he’s

      wound tighter

      than __  _____-

      day clock”

21  George W.’s wife

22  this tea is thought

      to be medicinal

27  “One ____, one

      Ranger”

28  LBJ near quote:

      “If nominated, ___

      ___ run.”

29  historic “______

      Farm & Ranch” in

      South Texas

30  “______  _ Ranch”

      near Bandera is 

      a destination for

      hunters

32  Texas is about 251

      times bigger than

      this state (abbr.)

33  rock shooter

36  self-images

37  TXism: “he’s ___ 

      to a rattler” (mean)

38  reflecting item
      (2 wds.)

39  warm by the fire
      (2 wds.)

41  dir. from Plainview

      to Quanah

  1  Texans do it on

      lakes and snow

  2  TX Cassidy who

      was Lurch on “The

      Addams Family”

  3  Taylor County seat

  4  former “_____  ___

      _____ Base” in

      Lubbock

  8  what TX Willie

      does

  9  TXism: “turn over

      all the cow ______ 

      __  _____” (search

      everywhere)

10  TXism: “frisky as __

      unsaddled horse”

42  TXism: “warming _

      _____” (sitting)

45  a hunted animal

46  ___bean production is

      high in the Panhandle

47  TXism: “bring home

      the bacon” 

      (____ a living)

48  this Myers designed

      the Texas capitol (init.)

49  “____  ___ crafts”

52  TXism: “he shoots

      _____’ eye bullets”

53  wood chopper

54  cleaning cloth

55  dir. from Canyon

      to Tulia

11  Baylor star QB in

      2011: “__3” 

12  Sam Snead won

      this Texas event

      in 1945 (2 wds.)

13  spoken, not written

14  person, place, or 

      thing

15  Greek organization

      for women at UT

16  author of 1915

      book “The Lone

      Star Ranger”

      (2 wds.)

17  Laredo FM

18  smooth, shiny

20  cover thinly with

      gold leaf

22  a TX Lois Chiles’

      co-star in 1987

      “Creepshow 2,”

      Kennedy (init.)

23  this agcy. is now

      USCIS, ICE, and

      CBP

24  acronym for New

      Orleans, Louisiana

25  repulsive sludges

26  Pacific climate
      changes (2 wds.)

28  jazz standard:

      “_  ___ Rhythm”

31  this Haing was in

      1990 film “Vietnam,
      Texas”

34  member of a h.s.

      graduating class

35  fee-collecting

      subdivision org.

37  apt Seminole FM

40  TXism: “mad as 

      _  ___-eyed cow”

43  this Lukas was in

      1992 TX-filmed
      “Leap of Faith”

      with TX-born 

      Steve Martin

44  behind in paying

50  Santa Anna held

      ______ to the

      Alamo for 13 days

      in 1836

51  TXism: “bat __

      eyelash” (blink)
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April   

 15 • Bremond • Bremond City 

Council Meeting. 6:30 p.m. at 

201 South Dallas Street. cityof-

bremond.com

 16 • Livestock • Calvert Live-

stock, Inc. Livestock auction sale 

at 12:30 p.m. - Hwy. 6 South in 

Calvert, Texas

 19 • Calvert • Calvert ISD Board 

Meeting at 6:00 p.m. in the High 

School Auditorium

 19 • Hearne • The Hearne Lions 

Club meets at 7:00 pm  809 W. 

Davis Street in Hearne

 19 • Bremond • Bremond ISD 

regular board meeting is at 6:30 

in the School Teaching Forum.

 19 • Franklin • Franklin City 

Council  Regular Meeting at 6:00 

p.m. Franklin City Hall. 319 Bre-

mond Street

 20 • Livestock • The Brazos Val-

ley Livestock Commission sale 

12:00 noon  6097 E. St. Hwy. 21, 

Bryan, Texas

 20 • County • Robertson Coun-

ty Commissioner’s Court at 2:00 

p.m., 3rd floor historic courthouse 
in the courtroom.

 20 • Hearne • The Hearne City 

Council  6:00 p.m. at Hearne City 

Hall. Regular Council Meeting. 

cityofhearne.net

 21 • Livestock • Caldwell Live-

stock Commission reg. Sale at 

12:30 p.m Hwy. 36 South. 270 

County Road 107, Caldwell

 23 • Livestock • Calvert Live-

stock, Inc. Livestock auction sale 

at 12:30 p.m. - Hwy. 6 South in 

Calvert, Texas

 27 • Livestock • The Brazos Val-

ley Livestock Commission sale 

12:00 noon  6097 E. St. Hwy. 21, 

Bryan, Texas

 27 • Franklin • The Franklin Li-

ons Club meets at 6:30 am at the 

Pridegeon Center. 351 Cooks 

Lane in Franklin

 28 • Livestock • Caldwell Live-

stock Commission reg. Sale at 

12:30 p.m Hwy. 36 South. 270 

County Road 107, Caldwell

 30 • Livestock • Calvert Live-

stock, Inc. Livestock auction sale 

at 12:30 p.m. - Hwy. 6 South in 

Calvert, Texas

 30 • Hearne • Hearne Chamber 

of Commerce Ambassador’s 

Meeting 12:30 p.m. At the Hearne 

Chamber office on Hwy. 6
   

May   

 1 • New Baden • The New Baden 

Jamboree starting at 5 p.m. to 10 

p.m. at the New Baden Commu-

nity Center. 

 4 • Livestock • The Brazos Val-

ley Livestock Commission sale 

12:00 noon  6097 E. St. Hwy. 21, 

Bryan, Texas

 4 • County • Robertson County 

Commissioner’s Court at 2:00 

p.m., 3rd floor historic courthouse 
in the courtroom.

 4 • Hearne • The Hearne City 

Council  6:00 p.m. at Hearne City 

Hall. Regular Council Meeting. 

cityofhearne.net

 5 • Livestock • Caldwell Livestock 

Commission reg. Sale at 12:30 

p.m Hwy. 36 South. 270 County 

Road 107, Caldwell

 7 • Livestock • Calvert Livestock, 

Inc. Livestock auction sale at 

12:30 p.m. - Hwy. 6 South in 

Calvert, Texas

 10 • Hearne • Hearne ISD Reg-

ular Meeting  6:30p.m. via zoom 

at hearneisd.zoom.us/ - Agen-

das and video at hearneisd.com/

school-board-82b123a2

 10 • Franklin • Franklin Chamber 

of Commerce regular meeting at 

12:00 p.m. At the Pridgeon Cen-

ter in Franklin.

 10 • County Robertson • County 

Emergency Service District Meet-

ing at EMS Conference Room, 

Franklin station at 6:30 p.m.

 10 • Calvert • Calvert City Council 

Meeting  5:00 p.m. at the Com-

munity Center during COVID-19 

subject to change after pandem-

ic.

 11 • Livestock • The Brazos Val-

ley Livestock Commission sale 

12:00 noon  6097 E. St. Hwy. 21, 

Bryan, Texas

 11 • Franklin • The Franklin Li-

ons Club meets at 6:30 am at the 

Pridegeon Center. 351 Cooks 

Lane in Franklin

 12 • Livestock • Caldwell Live-

stock Commission reg. Sale at 

12:30 p.m Hwy. 36 South. 270 

County Road 107, Caldwell

 12 • Franklin • Franklin ISD reg-

ular school board meeting at the 

Franklin Administration building. 

6:00 p.m..

 12 • Mumford • Mumford ISD 

School Board Meeting  6p.m. 

or 7p.m., call to confirm (979) 
279-3678 in the Mustang Room 

during COVID

 12 • Hearne • Hearne Chamber 

of Commerce regular meeting, 

12:00 noon at the Hearne Cham-

ber building on Hwy. 6

 13 • County • Brazos Valley 

Ground Water Conservation Dis-

trict Meeting, 2:00 p.m. ZOOM 

Meeting more information at bra-

zosvalleygcd.org

The following defen-
dants have pled in the 
82nd Judicial Court: 

Darius Lott – Unau-
thorized Use of a Motor 
Vehicle – 12 months state 
jail facility

Edward Warren Re-
ese – Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance – Less 
Than One Gram – 2 years 
state jail facility/2 years 
probation 

Cody Nelson Tepera 
– Murder – 22 years TD-
CJ-ID

Mark Louis Fachorn – 
Injury to Child/Elderly/
Disabled Individual – 3 
years TDCJ-ID

Pedro Angel Tristan – 
Deadly Conduct – Firearm 
– Habitation/Building/
Vehicle

Deadly Conduct – 
Firearm – Individual/In-
dividuals

Justin Contreras – 
Firearm Smuggling – 3 
years Deferred Adjudica-
tion

Embry Elton Humber 
– Aggravated Assault – 
Deadly Weapon – 10 years 
TDCJ-ID/3 years proba-
tion

Aggravated Assault – 
Deadly Weapon – 10 years 
TDCJ-ID/3 years proba-
tion

www.franklin-advocate.com
www.hearneisd.zoom.us
www.franklin-advocate.com
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Was it by sheer co-
incidence or Divine ap-
pointment that Simon of 
Cyrene carried the cross 
of Christ? 

Simon and his two 
sons, Alexander and Ru-
fus, were simply making 
their way into the holy 
city of Jerusalem to cel-
ebrate Passover. They 
were a long way from 
home. Unbelievably, the 
three pilgrims were about 

to collide with an official 
procession of Roman sol-
diers accompanied by 
what appeared to be a 
volatile mob. Did Simon’s 
heart rate increase and 
drops of perspiration cov-
er his brow as fear flood-
ed his thoughts? How 
could this be happening? 

Simon probably had 
been on high alert since 
first hearing the angry 
sounds coming from in-
side the city. This was 
certainly not what he en-
visioned as part of the 
spiritual pilgrimage he 
had planned to share with 
his sons. He had dreamed 
of this day for years. Af-
ter all, they lived in a time 
when travel was treach-
erous, and the 800 miles 
they would trek – one 
way – would take more 
than a month. Yet, what 

father wouldn’t want to 
escort his sons into the 
epicenter of Jewish reli-
gious worship? 

Jerusalem had been 
the capitol of Israel since 
King David moved it 
from Hebron. Though it 
had been David’s intent 
to build the temple, the 
privilege and responsibil-
ity came to fruition under 
Solomon, David’s son by 
Bathsheba. Reportedly, 
the prophet Nathan com-
municated to David that 
he could not build the 
temple because he was 
a warrior and had shed 
blood.

Under Solomon’s 
leadership, the temple 
was constructed over sev-
en years with a workforce 
of 30,000 men. It was 
an extraordinary show-
place of craftmanship 

and beauty, and Simon of 
Cyrene had eagerly antic-
ipated the day when he 
and his sons would par-
ticipate in the Passover 
celebration there.

What he didn’t antici-
pate was the impact of the 
cross.

In describing Jesus’ 
crucifixion procession 
from the Court of Pilate 
to Golgotha, Mark writes: 
“A certain man from 
Cyrene, Simon, the father 
of Alexander and Rufus, 
was passing by on his 
way in from the country, 
they forced him to carry 
the cross.” (Luke 15:21 
NIV)

Under the providence 
of God, Simon’s life and 
that of his sons would 
never be the same. By 
the time Simon was com-
pelled to carry the cross, 
it had been drenched by 
the blood of Christ, who 
had been beaten merci-

lessly as he had struggled 
to bear the weight of the 
cross. Having touched 
blood, Simon would have 
been deemed ceremo-
niously unclean, and he 
would have been banned 
from the temple for a pe-
riod of time. 

Simon became an 
eyewitness to the cruci-
fixion of Christ. He heard 
the words, “Father for-
give them for they know 
not what they do.” He ob-
served the interactions of 
the two men crucified on 
either side of Christ: “One 
of the criminals who were 
hanged railed at him, 
saying, ‘Are you not the 
Christ? Save yourself and 
us!’ But the other rebuked 
him, saying, ‘Do you not 
fear God, since you are 
under the same sentence 
of condemnation? And 
we indeed justly, for we 
are receiving the due re-
ward of our deeds; but 

this man has done noth-
ing wrong.’ And he said, 
‘Jesus, remember me 
when you come into your 
kingdom.’ And He said to 
him, ‘Truly, I say to you, 
today you will be with 
me in paradise.’ ” (Luke 
23:39-43)

Perhaps Simon was 
still present when this 
scene unfolded: “When 
the centurion and those 
who were with him, 
keeping watch over Je-
sus, saw the earthquake 
and what took place, they 
were filled with awe and 
said, “Truly this was the 
Son of God.” (Matthew 
27:54)

The cross of Christ 
had a forever impact on 
Simon’s life. He and his 
sons became believers, 
and tradition has it that 
Alexander and Rufus 
even became missionar-
ies for Christ.

All My Best.

PerspectivesPerspectives

Inspirational
Perspective

By Donald Forrester

The Cross

Last summer Teresa 
and I purchased two pigs, 
Bacon and Ham were soon 
the names given these two 
as their destiny was my 
freezer. I had never raised 
hogs before, other farm 
animals sure, but never 
hogs and I must say it was 
a learning experience.

First and foremost, 
when hogs are little, they 
tend to cause less trou-
ble. The fence I had built 
was for a garden, not very 
adequate for two grow-
ing hogs that would soon 
exploit that light, shaky 
fence finding the many 
weak spots to escape.

I would feed them, 
twice daily with fresh wa-
ter and to my amazement, 
I never got attached to 
these two, calling them a 
specific meat cut for names 
may have helped but the 
truth be told, I always saw 
them as freezer meat even 
when I had to chase them 
around the yard during 
the great piggy escape at-
tempts of 2020, which was 

three attempts total.
I learned many valu-

able farming lessons rais-
ing these two succulent 
little piggies, but this sto-
ry is about the locker plant 
that processed the animals 
for Teresa and me.

As some of you know, 
not too many years ago 
Teresa stepped in to run 
the Marlin Democrat, the 
local newspaper for Mar-
lin, TX for about a year. 
It was a temporary duty 
for the company we then 
worked for, but in that 
time, we both became fa-
miliar with Marlin and the 
people that lived there as 
well as the businesses.

There is, or I should 
say was a butcher shop 
named Big Creek Butch-
er Shop, and while at 
the newspaper we had 
dealt with the previous 
owner. However, when I 
went looking for a butch-
er shop and remembered 
Big Creek, the Google Re-
views were less than de-
sirable. In fact, they were 
downright horrible with 
an average of 3.4 stars.

I called anyway as I’m 
not one to rely on the in-
ternet to tell me where to 
do business. That is when 
I learned that there was 
a new owner who was 
fighting these bad reviews 
at every turn.

Ricky and Melissa 
Fulton had purchased the 
former Big Creek and re-
named the business Ful-
ton’s Custom Processing. 
Ricky Fulton had worked 
as a butcher for the pre-
vious owner and fulfilled 
the dream of owning his 
own business, but this 
battle comes with a ma-
jor uphill incline... the in-
ternet. So I took a chance 
and brought both pigs to 
Ricky and his staff for pro-
cessing.

Nothing short of 
amazing can be said about 
the way the staff handled 
our order.

First and foremost, we 
were scared to death be-
cause we hear horror sto-
ries about meat processors 
switching meat, deliver-
ing short of weight, etc. It 
is hard to trust someone 
with 8 months of feed bills 
and dedication, so I was 
beside myself for days 
with worry. There was 
nothing to worry about, 
I just didn’t know that at 
the time.

The cost of the pro-
cessing was exactly what 
we were quoted. The cuts 
of meat we precise and 
what we ordered. The sea-
soned items like the pep-
per bacon, perfect. The 
weight we got back ex-
ceeded my estimates and 

it took 4 freezers to get it 
all in the house. The de-
livery date was two days 
sooner than expected.

I could not be happier 
with the results from Ful-
ton Processing and neither 
can my wife who loves the 
summer sausage, and she 
never liked summer sau-
sage before.

Now I want to make 
mention here that Ricky 
and his wife had no idea 
who I or Teresa was, at 
the newspaper in Marlin 
we had never met Ricky 
or Melissa Fulton. Often 
I find we get special treat-
ment because of what Te-
resa and I do for a living, 
and I hate that, but it does 
happen.

My point to that state-
ment is that this is just 
the regular outstanding 
service that is now of-
fered at Fulton Processing 
and y’all should be made 
aware that there is a great 
meat processing plant that 
is open without a huge 
wait time. Other plants 
had a wait time of about 
6 months, I wanted these 
two little boogers in the 
freezer way before Sep-
tember 2021.

It is hard to start a 
business, it is hard to take 
over and buy an existing 
business but it is even 
harder to buy an existing 

business with a bad in-
ternet reputation, it is not 
easy to fix a bad reputa-
tion, it takes one customer 
at a time that is willing to 
write a review.

The Fulton’s have 
no idea I’m writing this, 
I never told them. They 
do not know that I will 
see it published in 5 lo-
cal newspapers around 
their business, I nev-
er told them. I did not 
interview Ricky when 
I met him for the first 
time, picking up my or-
der, but I did ask about 
the old business name 

on the outside of the 
building.

He directed my at-
tention to the new sig-
nage that was leaning on 
the wall and there it was 
Fulton Meat Processing, 
needing to get hung up.

Ricky, go hang up 
the sign, people are go-
ing to need to find you.

Here is their contact 
information:

Fulton’s Custom 
Processing

606 N. Business 6, 
Marlin

Shop: 254-883-3131 
or Cell: 254-744-6870

Gov. Greg Abbott is-
sued an executive order 
last week banning state 
agencies, cities or counties 
from creating a “vaccine 
passport” requirement.

In addition, organiza-
tions that receive public 
funds are prohibited from 
requiring consumers to 
prove they have received 
the COVID-19 vaccine. 
That includes businesses 
that receive money from 
the state in return for pro-
viding goods and services.

However, nursing 

homes and other long-
term care facilities can still 
require that their residents 
are vaccinated under his 
order.

“Every day, Texans are 
returning to normal life as 
more people get the safe 
and effective COVID-19 
vaccine. But, as I’ve said all 
along, these vaccines are 
always voluntary and nev-
er forced,” Abbott said.

Vaccines continue 
steady rise across state

As of Sunday, just 
more than 9 million Texans 
have received at least one 
dose of a  COVID-19 vac-
cine, and 5.46 million are 
fully vaccinated, according 
to the Texas Department 
of State Health Services. 
DSHS urges those who 
have not been vaccinated 
to go to the state’s Tex-
as Public Health Vaccine 
Scheduler, which can be 
found at getthevaccine.
dshs.texas.gov.

Meanwhile, the 
state’s weekly shipment 

of COVID-19 vaccines 
dropped this week after a 
manufacturing error in a 
Baltimore plant ruined a 
15-million batch of the sin-
gle-dose Johnson & John-
son vaccine.

Last week, the state 
received 2.5 million dos-
es from the three manu-
facturers, an amount that 
dropped to 1.9 million this 
week, as J&J plays catchup. 
The company has pledged 
to deliver 100 million doses 
nationwide by the end of 
May, according to an NPR 
report. J&J reduced its Tex-
as allocation this week by 
about 350,000.

COVID-19 cases rise, 
but deaths drop

The number of new 
COVID-19 cases in Texas 
rose to 24,333 last week, up 
more than 2,500 from the 
previous week, according 
to the Johns Hopkins Coro-
navirus Resource Center.

The number of deaths 
decreased to 512, down 
nearly 20 percent from the 

previous week.
At its peak in January, 

the state recorded more 
than four-fold the number 
of deaths with 2,311 record-
ed in a single week. At this 
point, nearly 50,000 Texans 
have died from COVID-19.

The number of lab-con-
firmed COVID-19 patients 
hospitalized stayed steady 
at 2,804, according to 
DSHS.

Contempt order 
against salon owner tossed 
out

The Texas State Su-
preme Court on Friday 
threw out a contempt order 
against a Dallas salon own-
er who refused to close last 
year when all non-essential 
businesses were ordered.

Shelley Luther tore up 
a cease-and-desist order 
from Dallas County and 
was fined $7,000 and sen-
tenced to a week in jail. The 
high court ruled unani-
mously that the restraining 
order was too vague, and 
that the contempt of court 

decree issued by a district 
judge should be voided as 
well.

Luther’s defiance 
sparked national coverage, 
prompting Abbott to re-
verse part of his order that 
called for jail time for busi-
ness owners who did not 
shut down last year after 
the pandemic outbreak.

Luther ran as a Repub-
lican for state Senate last 
year, losing in a December 
runoff to Drew Springer, 
R-Muenster.

Then again, 
I could be wrong.

By Dennis Phillips

Abbott: No government mandated 
vaccine passports in Texas

What an overall pleasant experience

Capitol Highlights

By Gary Borders
Texas Press Association

www.franklin-advocate.com
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Smiles!Smiles!

Willie Ormsbee is working hard over at Mudd 

Creek, but thankfully we were able to convince 

him to stop long enough for a photo.

Chloe Narro-Alvers, from Mudd Creek, is also 

working hard today and helping do some restock-

ing and cleaning.

Rhonda Pawley, at the Franklin Supermarket en-

joys helping and assisting her customers.

Laura Rowan at the Franklin Supermarket is all 

smiles and ready to help you with your grocery 

needs.

Tommy Glover in the produce section at the 

Franklin Supermarket keeping the produce look-

ing fresh.

Sylvester Jaramillo, meat cutter at Franklin Su-

permarket is packing meat, getting ready for the 

customers.

 Derick from Lion’s Den was working so hard, I’m 

pretty sure he didn’t even notice me taking a pho-

to with my camera.

Quentin Horne from CEFCO is swamped with 

lines of customers, but that doesn’t keep him 

from smiling!

Nathan Brysch is also working hard at the other 

CEFCO, restocking items and making sure every-

thing looks nice and proper. 

Hello from Kayla Bielmaowicz at the Palmos Russ 

Law Firm.

Cierra Amador just smiling for the camera while 

at Palmos Russ Law Firm.

Karen Smitherman at Country Flowers saying 

hello to all and welcomes you to shop.

www.franklin-advocate.com
www.camphearne.com
www.fsbctx.bank
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Attention Veterans, 
male & female.  The veter-
an service organizations in 
this area are in need of new 
members.  Please come out 
and get involved.  Enjoy the 
camaraderie of spending 

time with fellow veterans. 
Support the organizations 
that fight for your benefits.

American Legion Post 
#266 meets the first Mon-
day, beginning with a light 
luncheon at 6 pm, at the 
Franklin Legion post in the 
old city park.

American Legion Post 
#454 meets every other 
month at the VFW Hall in 
Hearne.  Their next meet-
ing will be April 26th at 6:30 
pm

VFW Post #10358 
meets at their hall in 
Hearne on the 2nd Monday 

at 6 pm.
Disabled American 

Veterans (DAV) Chapter 
#200 meets on the 4th Tues-
day at 7 pm, at the Elks 
Lodge in Bryan.

Marine Corps League 
meets the 2nd Monday at 
Cooper’s BBQ in College 
Station. Plan on dinner off 
the menu.

Spouses are welcome 
at all meetings.

If you need further in-
formation, you can call or 
text the Robertson County 
Veterans Office at 979-571-
1363.

CommunityCommunity

James Martin at Subic Bay

OPEN YEAR AROUND

Injury Attorneys
Timothy R. Cappolino, P

Tough - T

INJURY ATTORNEYS

Board Certified Personal Injury Trial Law 
Cappolino Dodd Krebs LLP  

RespectForYou.com Cameron

a name you know   a name that gets

Timothy R. Cappolino, P.C.

Robertson County 
Veteran’s News

By Paul Baker

Attention Veteran’s

Bremond Public Library 
and Visitor Center

115 South Main St. Bremond, TX 76629

254-746-7752 Fax: 254-746-7065

bremondpubliclibrary@yahoo.com

www.bremond.ploud.net

David Johnston has 
been promoted to staff 
sergeant by the Air 
Force. Sgt.

Johnston is a jet en-
gine mechanic at Castle 
Air Force Base Merced, 
California.

He is a 1965 graduate 
of Franklin High School 
and the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Henry E. Johnston 
of Ridge. The sergeant 
with Jacqueline is the 
daughter of Mrs. Lesley 
Walther of Chowchilla, 
California.

Willard Curry was 
a visitor with his sister, 
Miss Elizabeth Curry, 
during the past week.

Charge conference 
for the United Methodist 
Church for Franklin and 
Wheelock was held at 
Franklin Church on Sun-
day evening at 6:pm. The 
evening message was 

brought by the district 
superintendent, the Rev. 
N.A. Brawner of Bryan. 
Those attending from 
Wheelock were Mrs. and 
Mrs. Roy Moss, Mrs. 
Jesses Miller, and Mrs. 
J.E. Jackson. We enjoyed 
coffee and apple pie at 
the parsonage later.

Don’t forget the an-
nual bingo party at the 
community center on 
Saturday evening April 
19, 1971 at seven o’clock 
for the benefit of repairs 
to the building. Sand-
wiches, pies, coffee and 
drinks will be for sale 
also.

CHRANE
From page 1

years in the program, 
Chrane has participated 
in chapter conducting, 
creed speaking and the 
Robertson County com-
mercial heifer program. 
She has held an officer 
position every year.

Her freshman year, 
Chrane served as the 
Greenhand secretary, 
then was elected the Bra-
zos Valley FFA district 
president and chapter 
reporter her sophomore 
year, which she called a 
big learning year for her. 
She focused on her FFA 
chapter her junior year, 
serving as the Franklin 
FFA vice president. As a 
senior, she’s the chapter 
president.

As an officer, Chrane 
said, she has learned 
how to delegate tasks 
and found all person-
alities can make good 
leaders. Leadership, she 

said, is not reserved for 
those who have an au-
thoritative, demanding 
personality.

“You’re not a com-
mander; you’re a lead-
er,” she said. “What that 
means is that you lead so 
other people can follow 
in your footsteps.”

Another aspect of 
Chrane’s personality 
that Liere highlighted is 
her desire to learn, apply 
that knowledge and then 
pass it on to others.

It is that desire to 
learn more and expand 
her knowledge that led 
Chrane to take part in 
the commercial heifer 
program, Liere said.

Chrane has goals 
of becoming a doctor 
— looking at obstetrics 
now — and plans to 
study biological sciences 
at Texas A&M.

It is because of her 

time in the FFA program 
and the confidence she 
gained that she is pursu-
ing her dream, she said.

“Even though I’m 
going to be a doctor and 
that’s really not an ag-
ricultural career; even 
though I’m going to ma-
jor in biological science 
and nothing agricul-
ture-related, that plat-
form I built for myself 
in agriculture is always 
going to benefit me,” she 
said.

Liere said Chrane 
has stepped up as an ad-
vocate for the program, 
promoting the chapter’s 
activities and has used 
the confidence she found 
in FFA to turn failures 
into successes.

“She’s just an awe-
some young lady, very 
expressive, very caring, 
compassionate,” she 
said. “And wherever she 

ends up in life, I know 
that she’s going to make 
an impact on the ag com-
munity, whether it’s di-
rectly or indirectly, and 
it’s been a pleasure to 
watch her grow and ma-
ture into the young lady 
that she’s become.”

Pub. Note: The 
Franklin Advocate part-
ners with The Eagle to 
boost the readership of 
these outstanding arti-
cles written about the 
students of Robertson 
County.

Cutline: Franklin 
High School senior Mak-
enna Chrane has goals of 
becoming a doctor and 
plans to study biological 
sciences at Texas A&M.

www.advocate.com
www.respectforyou.com
www.bremond.ploud.net
www.concreteattractions.com
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New User? Register at Checkout

Apply Coupon Code: HELLO19

Receive Email Confirmation

Sit. Stay. Save.
Shop Local Using Our Online Pet Pharmacy

drreece.com • 979.846.6515 • Bryan, TX
We do not currently accept Medicaid.

DR. RYAN JOUETT, DDS, LVIF 
OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT IN PROSTHODONTICS 

Southwest Prosthodontic Society

BEST PREPARATIONS • LVI Core 3

LVI FELLOW ‘18
GRADUATED WITH HONORS  

University of Texas  

Health Science Center Dental School ‘04
GRADUATED WITH HONORS  

Texas A&M University ‘00

DR. MICHAEL K. REECE, DDS, LVIM

BEST DENTIST • The Eagle Readers’ Choice Award • 11 years

MASTER DENTIST & Chief Clinical Instructor - LVI

TOP DENTIST • H-Texas Magazine • 4 years
INSTRUCTOR OF THE YEAR • LVI ‘17

ALUMNUS OF THE YEAR • LVI ‘13 

Super Dentist • Texas Monthly • 14 years

 

ALL-ON-4 
A MORE SECURE ALTERNATIVE TO DENTURES

®

GET YOUR FULLY IMPLANT SUPPORTED TEETH IN A DAY,  

EAT WITH THEM THAT NIGHT!

Help Families Build Strength, Stability and Self Reliance 

Through Shelter.

351 Cooks Lane

Franklin, TX 77856

979-828-4096

ARREST
Continued » Page 2

Robco Grand 
Jury Report

Indictments handed down by the 

Robertson County Grand Jury

The following in-
dictments were handed 
down by the Grand Jury 
on Tuesday, April 13, 
2021:

Michael Wayne 
Washington – Assault on 
Police Officer

Retaliation or Ob-
struction

Dexter Elaine Brown 
– Aggravated Assault 
with a Deadly Weapon

Assault Causing 

Bodily Injury – Impeding 
Breath or Circulation – 
Family Violence

Ronald Kenneth West 
– Prohibited Substance in 
Correction Facility

Dustin Lee Miller – 
Injury to a Child, Elderly 
Individual or a Disabled 
Individual

Continuous Violence 
Against the Family

Indecency With a 
Child – Sexual Contact

Gregorio Torres – At-

tempt to Take Firearm 
From Peace Officer

Zitterrion Deon 
Stewart – Unauthorized 
Use of a Motor Vehicle

Jacqueline Hyson - 
Criminal Mischief – Less 
Than $2,500.00 – Fence 
Used to Contain Horses

Michael Rochelle 
Bradley – Driving While 
Intoxicated – 3rd or More 
Offense

Jeffery Allen Seymore 
– Possession of a Con-
trolled substance – PG 1 
– Less Than 1 Gram

Vanessa Lynn Wil-
liams – Possession of a 
Controlled substance – 
PG 1 – Less Than 1 Gram

• Jaylynn Owens of 
Hearne was arrested and 
charged for affidavit of 
surety violation protection 
order, and violation of bond 
protect order release of sure-

ty by RCSO. 
• Callie Maxwell of 

Franklin was arrested and 
charged for criminal tres-
passing by RCSO. 

• Billy Williams of 
Calvert was arrested and 
charged for driving while 
intoxicated and possession 

of marijuana <2OZ by CPD. 
• Terayshia Drake of 

Gause was arrested and 
charged for assault causing 
bodily injury by FPD. 

• Debra Williamson of 
New Baden was arrested 
and charged for possession 
CS PG 1G<4G by FPD. 

CPS
From page 1

provides school supplies 
and school clothes to start 
their year off and the com-
munity provides all the 
kids with their Christmas 
wishes. They also try to 
be there for the kids in an 
emergency. From clothes 
and food to help with the 
host family’s bills, the CPS 
Board tries to step in so 
that children in their care 
have everything they need.

COVID-19 didn’t just 
impact the Board’s annu-
al event, it has also made 
fundraising very difficult. 
The amount of children in 
the care of the CPS Board 

has also risen dramatical-
ly in the last year. In years 
past, the CPS Board would 
have upwards of 20 chil-
dren in their care. Cur-
rently, Robertson County 
has over 50 children being 
helped by the CPS board 
and their incoming funds 
have not kept up with the 
increase of children in their 
care. COVID-19, among 
other factors, have put a 
lot of families into stress 
and that puts children 
and families in danger of 
abuse. The board is strug-
gling to keep up with all of 
the needs of the children in 

their care.
Melissa Freeman, 

Board Member, hopes that 
they can participate in 
their annual Tips for Tots 
fundraiser this year. “Tips 
for Tots is our biggest in 
person fundraiser every 
year, and last year we were 
unable to do it,” explained 
Freeman. If you would 
like to donate some time 
or money, you can donate 
securely online through 
the Robertson County CPS 
Board Facebook page or 
send funds to Robertson 
County CPS Board, P.O. 
Box 2, Franklin, TX 77856.

DENNIS PHILLIPS
Publisher

Franklin advocate

As of 4/13/2021: 
3:02 p.m.

The  Texas Depart-
ment of Health and 
Human Services is 
reporting 1,660 con-

firmed cases, 21 active 
COVID-19 cases with 
2002 recovered cases. 
Of that 412 have been 
deemed as “probable”.

40 total deaths 
have been attributed to 
COVID-19 according to 
the Texas Department of 
Health and Human Ser-

vices.
In Texas, 2,423,630 

total confirmed cas-
es are reported with 
395,899 reported as 
probable. Texas is cur-
rently reporting 61,835 
total active cases with 
48,219 fatalities attribut-
ed to COVID-19.

Robertson County: COVID-19 Update

www.brinleevet.vetsfirstchoice.com
www.drreece.com
www.twinoakshhw.com
www.booksandablanket.com
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REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE PUZZLES PUZZLES

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

Last Puzzle

 Solution

S-1529

       S T A R

       K E B E

       I D I E

         L S

        S E E   P A R D O N S  

       Z I N A  K A N G A R O O S

       A N E I G H T   L A U R A 

  G I N S E N G  R I O T  I L L N O T

  K N O L L E   F L Y I N G A   R I 

   S L I N G S H O T  E G O S  K I N

    A M I R R O R   S O T O A S T Y

     E N E  A C H A I R  P R E Y 

     S O Y   E A R N   E E M

           A R T S A N D

           S E E I N

            A X E

            R A G

            S S E       

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

RANCH PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

New Braunfels Area Car Club

SWAP MEET 
& Sunday Car Show

April 30 - May 2, 2021
Comal County Fairgrounds

801 E. Common Street • New Braunfels
www.newbraunfelsareacarclub.com 

Face Masks Required!

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

4001 East 29th Street, Suite 90

Bryan, TX 77802

979-846-3560 ext. 123

Fax: 979-846-3213

Email: ahuggins@bvcasa.org

Brazos Valley Council on Alcohol and Substance Abuse

www.franklin-advocate.com
www.healthpoint-tx.com
www.solidrockranch.com
www.newbraunfelsareacarclub.com
www.solidrockranch.com
www.cunninghamrealestate.com
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TORNADO
From page 1

Publisher

Franklin advocate

At 10:55 AM on Satur-
day, April 13, 2019, a catego-
rized EF3 tornado touched 
down within the City of 
Franklin, Texas.

First responders arrived 
on the scene minutes after 
to find destruction through-
out the south side of the city 
that has been estimated at 
$4,000,000.00 at the time of 
this report, however that 
number is likely to increase.

Search and rescue teams 
search the seven city blocks 
affected by the tornado, ex-
ecuting rescues of 10 indi-
viduals. Seven minor inju-
ries were reported with one 
person transported for multi 
fractures.

Police agencies from 
around Robertson County as 
well as EMS and several Fire 
Departments all worked the 
initial rescue effort, at times 
placing themselves at risk 
with two officers from the 
Franklin Police Department 

sustaining minor injuries 
that were treated after res-
cuers completed the initial 
structure searches.

The community has 
come together with the help 
of Emergency Operation 
Center director Bill Huggins 
who has coordinated relief 
efforts as well as aftermath 
cleanup of the area.

The City of Franklin is 
involved in securing roofs of 
exposed homes as storms are 
expected to impact the area 
as early as Wednesday, April 
17, mid-day. “We want to get 
these homes covered, insur-
ance will not pay for further 
damage,” said Franklin Fire 
Department Chief Travis 
Aaron who held a special 
meeting on Monday to fo-
cus efforts on the immediate 
concern of the upcoming 
weather threat.

The American Red 
Cross has set up a tempo-
rary shelter at the Franklin 
First Baptist Church for the 
displaced person from the 
storm. 

SouthStar Bank has 

opened an account dedi-
cated to relief efforts for the 
Franklin tornado. Many of 
the bank’s team members 
reside in Franklin and have 
seen firsthand the tragedy 
of the situation. “It’s sad to 
see the destruction, but I’m 
more proud every day to 
live in Franklin. Everyone is 
coming out to help where 
they can,” says Franklin 
Branch Executive Justen 
Salcido. The bank made an 
opening deposit of $2,500 to 
kick off the fundraiser and 
the account is open for pub-
lic contribution.

Funds will remain with-
in the local community to 
best serve those affected. If 
you wish to make a donation 
by check, it should be made 
out to Franklin Tornado Vic-
tims Relief. Donations will 
be accepted at all SouthStar 
Bank branches through the 
end of April. Locations with-
in Robertson County include 
Bremond, Calvert, Franklin, 
and Hearne. For more infor-
mation, contact the Franklin 
Branch at 979.828.4168

www.robcomarket.com
www.s.navy
www.patriotroad.net

