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Since arriving in Putnam County 
a little more than three years ago, 
William “Billy” Bartram was one of 
the first names I heard. I came in as an 
outsider – a girl who grew up in St. 
Augustine learning about the Castillo 
de San Marcos and the Fountain of 
Youth. 

As local municipalities continue 
to work to make Putnam County a 
hub for tourism, I’ve heard people say 
Palatka and Putnam County are not 
St. Augustine or that we don’t have 
the history people want to see. 

I’m here to say that’s simply not 
true. Putnam County is an outdoor 
adventurer’s haven and we can thank 
Billy Bartram and his father, John 
Bartram. 

The Palatka Daily News produced 
a Bartram’s Travels edition of Explore 
2014-2015. While it’s been done 
before, Bartram’s reach continues to 
expand and much has changed since 
then. 

I spent all of April learning more 
about Bartram. I saw the delight on 
local second graders’ faces as they 
learned from Billy Bartram, Job 
Wiggins and The Long Warrior at this 
year’s St. Johns River Bartram Frolic 
in Palatka. 

Did the children know the actors 
portraying the historical figures 
weren’t the real explorers? No. But 
that’s the great thing about a child’s 
mind. I think it allows them to be more 
immersed in what they’re learning. 
We should never stop learning, even 

if the veil of meeting a time-traveling, 
hundreds-year-old traveler slips off to 
reveal reality. 

When I started working on this 
year’s Explore magazine, I knew I 
wanted to find out more, as much as 
possible, about Bartram’s travels. 

I took a bus tour with many people 
who weren’t from Putnam County but 
had traveled here just to learn about 
the Bartram legacy. 

Billy Bartram and his father were 
explorers and their history invites 
everyone to be explorers, too. So, take 
a trip with us. Adventure through 
the pages and step back in time to the 
18th century. I hope this publication 
inspires you to seek out some of these 
sights in person. 

This magazine would not be possible 
without the help of Sam Carr, Richard 
Franz, Palmer Kinser, Paul Ackerman, 
Ken and Janice Mahaffey the Bartram 
Trail Society of Florida, Palatka Water 
Works volunteers, the Putnam County 
School District, former Daily News 
employee Allison Waters-Merritt who 
researched the Bartram legacy in 2014 
and compiled most of the original 
research here, the wonderful Daily 
News team who put this together and 
many more people who have helped 
Bartram’s history come alive and 
resonate in Putnam County. 

Sarah Cavacini is a reporter 
at the Palatka Daily News. 

She can be reached at 
scavacini@palatkadailynews.com.

PALATKA DAILY NEWS
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www.facebook.com/palatkadailynews

1825 St. Johns Avenue
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City of Palatka
 Incorporated Jan. 8, 1853

General Administration - City Hall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .329-0100

 Jonathan Griffith, Assistant City Manager

 Sunni Krantz, City Clerk

 Virginia Jones, Human Resources Generalist

 Lisa Walsh, Planning Director - Includes Business Tax  Receipts

 Peter Willott - Pubic Information Officer

Palatka Police Dept. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .329-0115

 In any emergency, dial 911

 Jason Shaw, Police Chief  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .329-0110

Palatka Housing Authority. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .329-0132

 Dr . Anthony E . Woods, President/CEO

Palatka Gas Authority. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .328-1591

 Includes Water, Sewer & Sanitation Billing Department

 Brett Dennis, General Manager 

Palatka Fire Dept Downtown Station. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .329-0120

 Chris Taylor, Fire Chief

 Chad Branford, Deputy Fire Chief

Palatka Fire Dept - Kay Larkin Station .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .329-0129 

 In any emergency Dial 911

Palatka Municipal Airport . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .329-0148

 Yul McNair, Airport Manager

 Fuel Sales, Hangar Rentals

Palatka Golf Club. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .329-0141

 Andy Heartz, Manager

          Call for Clubhouse reservations and prices

Community Affairs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .329-0100
Includes Recreation, Cultural Arts and Code Enforcement

 Eddie Cutwright, Director .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .983-1254 

 Courtney James, Facilities & Specials Events Coordinator 

 Call for tours, reservations and rentals  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .916-5916

Public Works Department . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .329-0107
Includes Cemetery Plot Sales

          Del McMillen, Public Works Director

 Joe Verrechio, Public Works Operations Manager

 Daniel Nicholson, Superintendent; Streets, Grounds, Parks

 Ed Chandler, Superintendent; Sanitation

 Terry Null, Facilities Maintenance

 Rhett McCamey, Superintendent, Water  

                                    & Sewer Distribution . . . . . . . . . . . . . .329-0109

Water Treatment Plant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .329-0144

 Kayla Wylie, Superintendent 

Waste Water Treatment Plant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .329-0146

 Brian McCann, Superintendent

 Steven Buck, Assistant Superintendent

City Commission ............2nd & 4th Thursday of Month ...6:00pm

Planning Board ...............1st Tuesday of Month ................4.00pm

Historic Preservation

Board ...............................1st Thursday of Month ............4:00pmp

Community Redevelopment

Agency.............................2nd Monday of bi-monthly- Feb., Apr., 

June,  Aug., Oct., Dec.,           .............................................5:00pm

Airport Advisory Board ....1st Wednesday of Month..... 12:00noon

Pension Boards .....................................................meets quarterly. 

For Agenda Deadlines, Please call 386- 329-0100 for date and time

Boards & Committees
Standing Meeting Dates

www.palatka-fl.gov

Regular City Commission 

meetings are held on the 2nd 

and 4th Thursdays of the month 

at 6:00 p.m. at City Hall.

Robbi Correa
Mayor/Commissioner 

Rufus Borom
Commissioner 

Tammie McCaskill 
Commissioner 

Justin Campbell
Commissioner 

Will Jones
Commissioner 

IT’S OUR NATURE.

 Sign up for notifications and alerts.

www.palatka-fl.gov
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By Sarah Cavacini
Palatka Daily News

scavacini@palatkadailynews.com

Bartram Trail Society of FloridaBartram Trail Society of Florida

Flipping through the archives 
of Palatka Daily News records of 
1978, two familiar names pop up 
– John and William Bartram. 

On Jan. 12, 1978, “Mrs. Wilkes 
gave a talk on the ‘Bartram Trail’ 
and what it would mean to have 
Palatka state headquarters for 
the project,” the Daily News 
reported. 

Bartram enthusiasts made an 
appearance again Jan. 20, 1978, 
this time on the front page of the 
Daily News. Our news editor 
at the time Butch Prevatt wrote 
about a group of nature lovers 
and outdoor enthusiasts who 
were “blazing the trail of history.”

The Bartram Trail Society was 
formed only earlier that month 
with the goal of retracing John 
and William Bartram’s steps as 
part of an inter-state project. 

“In all, eight states were 

involved in 
the project 
with the 
thrust of 
the Florida 
efforts 
centering 
in Palatka,” 
Prevatt 
reported in 
1978. 

Sam Carr, 
the current 
president of the 
current Bartram 
Trail Society of 
Florida, said 
he didn’t know 
a Bartram Trail 
Society had 
already been 
formed decades 
earlier when he 
and others re-

45 years of preserving 45 years of preserving 

Bartrams’ historyBartrams’ history

Excerpts from the 

Palatka Daily News. 

Top: Jan. 20, 1978 

edition.

To left: Jan. 12, 

1978 edition.

Palatka Daily News Archives

continued on page 8

45 years of preserving 45 years of preserving 

Bartrams’ historyBartrams’ history



 

Our firm has been providing caring service to families 
in Putnam and surrounding counties. 

We continue to be committed to earning the trust and respect of 
each family we serve with compassionate service.

Allow us to assist you in planning a service personalized to fit your 
desires and financial means.

“Trusted Friends in Time of Need”“Trusted Friends in Time of Need”

A family owned and operated full service funeral home and crematory
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established the society in 2019. 

Present-day members Ken and 
Janice Mahaffey, however, have 
been part of the society since its 
inception in the late 1970s. 

“It’s our history,” Ken Mahaffey 
said. “It was just meaningful to 
be able to … pass this knowledge 
onto the people coming in 
behind us because no one knew 
who William Bartram was.”

Ken Mahaffey said he had 
a business in 1978 where he 
would take people on tours and 
out camping, which is where he 
first connected with the group of 
people who wanted to preserve 
Bartram’s history. 

The Bartram Trail Society lost 
funding soon after 1978, but 
the Mahaffeys said they kept the 
Bartram fire burning. 

In 2013, the husband and wife 
traveled to London’s Natural 
History Museum, where they 
saw some of William Bartram’s 
drawings. Ken Mahaffey said the 
museum curator then traveled to 
Palatka and let him and Janice 
Mahaffey have copies of the 
prints. 

“That’s what regenerated the 
interest,” Ken Mahaffey said. “It 
was just an exciting time for us.”

Some of William Bartram’s 
prints are featured in this 
magazine and are on 
bartramtrailsociety.com. 

Since 2013, the society’s grown 

to include more areas of the St. 
Johns River and extends across 
numerous Florida counties. 

“Anytime you can keep the 
history of our area alive, it’s 
something interesting for our kids 
to read,” Ken Mahaffey said. 

The ball just keeps rolling, he 

noted, as the society’s work has 
extended into the local schools 
and more events. 

People who want to get 
involved with the Bartram 
Trail Society of Florida can 
visit bartramtrailsociety.com/
membership. 

Explore 20238

Dean Campbell 
drills a hole in 
a marker as Ken 
Mahaffey holds 
the sign steady 
prior to place-
ment at Satsuma 
Springs. 

- Archives/
Palatka Daily News

Ken Mahaffey, left, and 
Dean Campbell, right, 
discuss places to put a 
marker for Seven Sis-
ters Island as Sam Carr 
holds the sign.
- Archives/

Palatka Daily News

Bartram Trail 
Society of 

Florida Presi-
dent Sam Carr 
(left) explains 

to visitors about 
the Bartram 

Trail’s history in 
Welaka during a 

bus tour.

- Sarah Cavacini/

Palatka Daily News

Society continued from page 6

www.bartramtrailsociety.com
www.bartramtrailsociety.com
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Palatka, FL 32177 Crescent City, FL 32112 St. Augustine, FL 32084

(386) 328-5555 (386) 698-1883 (904) 481-8100

www.firstcoastecu.com


 

Explore 20231 0

By Allison Waters-Merritt
Special to the Palatka Daily News

In 1765 Pennsylvania Quaker 

John Bartram with his son William 

explored East Florida along the St. 

Johns River. East and West Florida 

had become British colonies two 

years prior and little was known 

about the area. King George III 

awarded John Bartram a stipend 

as a royal botanist to explore 

this uncharted wilderness so 

that potential investors would 

have evidence of the quality of 

water and soil in Britain’s newest 

acquisition. They began their 

exploration of the St. Johns River 

on Dec. 19, 1765 for eight weeks 

of dangerous and exhaustive travel, 

covering a distance of 500 miles. 

While John measured and judged 

the quality of soil and plants in his 

surroundings, William was free to 

sketch his observations of plant 

and animal life. On this trip, the 

pair stayed mainly to the river, not 

venturing into the western interior 

of Florida, as Bartram needed to 

make his reports back to England, 

the king and the litany of investors 

waiting to settle on this new 

colony.

In March of 1774, William 

Bartram returned to East Florida 

on his own expedition funded by 

Dr. John Fothergill in return for 

plant specimens and sketches of 

birds, fish, flowers and plants as 
well as his manuscript. “Travels in 

Georgia and Florida 1773-74: A 

Report to Dr. John Fothergill,” is 

still utilized to this day by scholars. 

Most of Bartram’s adventures on 

the St. Johns River documents 

sights still relatively untouched in 

Putnam County. The springs, lakes 

and animals well documented by 

Bartram still exist in their natural 

state today, placing Putnam in 

a unique situation to continue 

to preserve the beauty Bartram 

documented so well. Additionally, 

William added horseback travel 

to this trip, exploring into west 

Putnam and further into Alachua 

County, describing the Alachua 

savanna, or what is now known as 

Payne’s Prairie. Bartram traveled 

further north to the Suwannee 

River, calling it the little St. Johns 

River. When Bartram left Florida, 

he continued north with his 

explorations, not returning home 

in Pennsylvania until 1777. He 

transformed his journals into a 

narrative that was finally published 
in 1791 under the full title, “Travels 

Through North and South Carolina, 

Georgia, East and West Florida, the 

Cherokee Country, the Extensive 

Territories of the Muscogulgees, 

or Creek Confederacy, and the 

County of the Chactaws.” The book 

is still in print today.

Both father and son describe the 

possibilities of the St. Johns River 

and yet their writing styles were 

vastly different. John methodically 

describes the areas as a scientist, 

while William’s passages are more 

philosophical and romantic in 

nature in describing the beauty 

and fierceness of the territory. With 
his vivid imagery and descriptions, 

his contact with the Seminoles 

and traders in the area, most of the 

stories contained on the following 

pages are culled from William 

Bartram’s “Travels.”

Neither Bartram would return 

to Florida. In 1776, the upstart 

colonies would revolt against 

England, placing Bartram’s English 

benefactors as the enemy. John 

Bartram would die three years after 

William’s last visit to Florida in 

1777. Spain would regain control 

of Florida from the English as 

part of the Peace of Paris of 1783 

and in 1819, the Adams-Onis 

treaty would be signed between 

the United States of America and 

Spain, giving acquisition of Florida 

to the U.S.

With William Bartram’s book 

publishing in 1791, some scholars 

have suggested “Travels” was 

written for a different audience 

and that he offered the book as a 

means of shaping the new country. 

Painting of William Bartram by 
Charles Willson Peale  

- Courtesy of Independence National Historical Park.

Bartrams’ LegacyBartrams’ LegacyBartrams’ LegacyBartrams’ Legacy
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“In the month of March 1774, I sat “In the month of March 1774, I sat 
off from Savanna, for F lorida...,”off from Savanna, for F lorida...,”

 ~ Wil liam Bartram’s “ Travels” ~ Wil liam Bartram’s “ Travels”

Along the Along the 
St. Johns RivSt. Johns Riverer

Along the Along the 
St. Johns RivSt. Johns Riverer
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OOver 200 years ago as 

he sailed his small 

boat up the waters of the 

northward flowing St. Johns 
River. Bartram would make his 

way into Putnam County and 

his adventures would have a 

cataclysmic effect upon people 

in Europe who were eager to 

hear news of the “new” country.

William Bartram was not a 

stranger to the St. Johns River, 

having traversed its waterways 

9 years prior with his father 

at the age of 26. The pair had 

visited East Florida, especially 

St. Augustine and were on hand 

at Picolata when the provincial 

government was negotiating a 

treaty with the Seminoles.

Upon accepting the task set 

forth by Dr. John Forthengill, 

Bartram began making his way 

from Savannah to Frederica, a 

fort and settlement on St. Simons 

Island in March of 1774. Here 

he met with James Spalding, 

Esq., a gentleman with extensive 

trading and connections with 

various Native American 

tribes throughout East Florida. 

Spalding furnished Bartram with 

letters to his agents at his trading 

houses on the St. Johns River 

and invited him to use these 

outposts as his headquarters.

Further along his journey 

at approximately the site of 

Amelia Island and the present 

site of Fernandina, Bartram’s 

boat met with a trading 

schooner that delivered news 

of an Indian uprising around 

St. Augustine and along the St. 

Johns River. The trading post 

in the area was plundered and 

the traders barely escaped with 

their lives. Before the plunderers 

reached Spalding’s stores, a 

runner had warned them and 

the traders had moved much of 

the goods into the swamps and 

hidden them.

Reaching Amelia Island, 

Bartram spent time at a 

plantation owned by Lord 

Egmont who later gave him 

passage up the St. Johns River as 

far as Cow-Ford, now known as 

Jacksonville.

At Cow-Ford, Bartram 

purchased a little sailboat and 

set sail along up the river. The 

time was now mid-April and 

the breezes were fair and the 

weather was pleasant. Here he 

wrote of groves of live oaks and 

palms and laurel (magnolia). He 

mentioned orange trees in full 

bloom that filled the air with 
their fragrance.

A fierce storm forced Bartram 
to camp for the night, rigging 

his sail against the violent winds 

and torrential rains, near present 

day Orange Park.

Travels in East Florida (adapted from William De Brahm’s Map of the General 
Survey of East Florida... 1766-1770, in Harper, William Bartram’s Travels

-Harper, Travels of Bartram, p.630

By Allison Waters-Merritt
Special to the Palatka Daily News
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However, upon hearing the 

sound of musket fire, Bartram 
did leave the confines of his 
area to explore. There he came 

upon an Indian carrying a 

musket and dead turkey in his 

path surprised him. The Indian 

was a hunter for the owner of 

the plantation.  Mr. Marshall, 

the plantation owner sent slaves 

to retrieve Bartram’s boat 

and make repairs due to 

damage from the storm.

When the boat was 

fixed, Bartram stopped 
near the present site of 

Switzerland, in St. Johns 

County, the following 

evening and then the next 

morning covered the 12 

miles to the site of the 

old fort in Picolata where 

previously Bartram and 

his father had witnessed 

treaties between the 

Indians and the British. 

The old fort was 

dismantled and the walls 

made of coquina were 

carried away and used in 

other buildings.

Leaving Picolata, 

Bartram proceeded up 

the river and observed vast 

numbers of small flying insects 
emerging from the shallow 

water.

He recorded that many of 

these immediately took flight 
while myriads of others crept 

up the grass and herbage 

where they waited to either 

dry or gain strength before 

flying away. This phenomenon 
began early in the morning 

and ceased shortly after sunup. 

He reported that again in the 

evening they returned in clouds 

of millions to descend upon the 

water surface to lay their eggs, 

which sank to the bottom, then 

to be buried in the cozy mud.

Bartram concluded that the 

eggs would hatch again the 

following spring. He called 

them the genus Ephemera. They 

probably were what later would 

be known as “blind mosquitos,” 

a genus of the midge family 

and that one could imagine 

these creatures being

After pondering the plight of 

the Ephemera, Bartram slept 

and upon rising in the morning 

began his journey towards what 

is now Palatka.

Along the St. Johns River continued from page 13

Flowering Dogwood Cornus Florida 

- Courtesy American Philosophical Society, B.S. Dealfield Collection

Life Cycle of Aquatic Midges (Blind Mosqui-
toes) Clockwise from mid right: egg mass, 
larva, pupa, adults - male left, female right 

- Courtesy University of Florida IFAS Extension

“ The storm came up, with a furious 
wind and tremendous thunder and 
lightning, from the opposite N.W. 
coast, but luckily for me, little rain 
fel l, and I rested very wel l. But as 
the wind the next morning blew very 
fresh, right in upon the shore, there 
was no possibility of moving, with 
safety, from my present situation.”

“Solemnly and slowly move 
onward, to the river’s shore, the 
rustling clouds of the Ephemera. 
How awful the procession! 
Innumerable mil lions of winged 
beings, voluntarily verging on to 
destruction, to the brink of the 
grave, where they behold bands of 
their enemies with wide open jaws, 
ready to receive them.”

“created merely for the food of fish and 
other animals.”
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March 22-30, 2024March 22-30, 2024

Putnam County Putnam County 
FairgroundsFairgrounds

118 Fairgrounds Road118 Fairgrounds Road

East PalatkaEast Palatka

386-328-FAIR (3247)386-328-FAIR (3247)

Events@putnamfairandexpo.comEvents@putnamfairandexpo.com

Celebrating Community & Agriculture Since 1950Celebrating Community & Agriculture Since 1950

Follow 

us on

FACILITY RENTALS

Call or Email Today! • 386-328-FAIR (3247)Call or Email Today! • 386-328-FAIR (3247)

Expo Hall
5300 sqft banquet hall for up to 300. 
Includes a separate conference room & 
kitchen; tables and chairs included.

2 Pavilions
covered, open air, concrete 
floors; 75x75 or 75x135.

Covered Arena
sand/clay with grandstands 
and bleachers.
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SS
ailing across the west shore 

of the St. Johns River, in the 

little boat that had brought 

him from Cow-Ford (present day 

Jacksonville), he doubled around a 

point of land and suddenly came 

upon an Indian settlement in what is 

now Palatka.
Bartram also noted elderly people 

reclined on skins on the ground 

underneath the oaks and palm trees 

and a carefully pruned orange grove 

at the upper end of the village. Land 

was also cleared for farming with 

a variety of plants including corn, 

beans, squashes, melons and tobacco 

for the village.

Bartram would return a few months 

later,  just prior to leaving Florida, for 

a watermelon and orange festival.

Traveling on horseback, Bartram 
soon discovered the Indian village 

was familiar.

Bartram Arrives inBartram Arrives in  PutnamPutnam

Alligator, Alligator mississipiensis - Courtesy Natural History Museum, LondonBy Allison Waters-Merritt
Special to the Palatka Daily News

“Mr. M’Latche invited me with 
him on a visit to an Indian town, 
about twelve miles distance from the 
trading-house, to regale ourselves 
at a feast of Water Melons and 
Oranges, the Indians having brought 
a canoe load of them to the trading-
house the day preceding, which they 
disposed of to the traders.”

“It was a fine situation, the bank 
rising gradually from the water. 
There were eight or ten habitations, 
in a row; or street, fronting the 
water, and about fif ty yards distance 
from it. Some of the youth were 
naked, up to their hips in the water, 
fishing with rods and lines; whilst 
others, younger, were diverting 
themselves in shooting frogs with 

bows and arrows. On my near 
approach, the little children took to 
their heels, and ran to some women 
who were hoeing corn; but the 
stouter youth stood their ground, 
and, smiling cal led to me.”

“About noon we arrived at the 
town, the same little vil lage I 
passed by on my ascent of the river, 
on the banks of the little lake below 
Charlotia.”

continued on page 18
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We’re ready to help you!
•  Your brand of cooling or heating system fixed 

promptly by skilled, neat technicians.
•  Free 1-year repair guarantee on parts 
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•   Up front pricing - Know the price before we 
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NEW SYSTEMS
•   Free Energy Survey to show you how much 
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hassle free, top quality installations.
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INDOOR AIR QUALITY
•  Free Indoor Air Quality Survey Let us 

come check what’s in your air. Free!
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Perfectly located at Gator Landing on the St. John’s River. Come by and 
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Check out Thursday afternoon Bass Tourneys April - July
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CHARLOTIA
Upon passing the Indian village the 

first time as he made his way along the 
St. Johns River, Bartram headed toward 

what is now known as East Palatka and 

San Mateo.

Also known as Rollestown, Charlotia 

was located at the site of the Florida 

Power and Light power plant in East 

Palatka. As Bartram would explain, 

Rolle obtained 40,000 acres of land 

from the crown in any part of East 

Florida he chose. Rolle originally 

planned to locate elsewhere when he 

set out from England with 100 families. 

However, with unfavorable weather 

and wind, the party missed their 

destination and upon viewing the area 

with its rich soil and its vicinity to St. 

Augustine, the seat of government at 

the time, settled upon this location for 

his colony.

Despite the allure of potential 

prosperity for Charlotia, the colonists 

quickly fell upon hard times at the site.

While the buildings themselves were 

“mouldering to earth,” Bartram did 

find a mansion house of cypress wood 
being maintained by the overseer and 

his family and also a blacksmith shop 

with his family.

Rolle’s grant of land extended to 

what he called 

Dunn’s Lake and 

along a little river 

connecting it to 

the St. Johns. The 

present name of 

the lake is Crescent 

Lake but the little 

river is still referred 

to as Dunns Creek.

Opposite of 

Charlotia, on the 

Arrives in Putnam continued from page 16

“ The river gradually narrowing, 
I came in sight of Charlotia, where 
it not above half a mile wide, but 
deep; and as there was a considerable 
current against me, I came here to 
an anchor. This town was founded by 
Den. Rol le, esq. and is situated on a 
high bluff, on the east coast, fif teen 
or twenty feet perpendicular from the 
river, and is in length half a mile, or 
more, upon its banks.”

“ But it seems, from an il l concerted 
plan in its infant establishment, 
negligence, or extreme parsimony 
in sending proper recruits and other 
necessaries together with  a bad 
choice of citizens, the settlement by 
decrees grew weaker, and at length 
total ly fel l to the ground. Those 
of them who escape the contagious 
fevers, fled the dreaded place, 
betaking themselves for subsistence 
to the more fruitful and populous 
regions of Georgia and Carolina.”

Charlotia Charlotia 
(Rollestown)(Rollestown)

 

DDenys Rolle 

established 

Rollestown on a high bank 

east of the river in what is 

now part of East Palatka. The 

town was originally called 

Charlotia, after Queen 

Charlotte.  The settlement 

was intended as a utopian 

agricultural community 

for the poor in a land of 

peace and plenty. In 1765 

John Bartram and William 

Bartram visited the site and 

in 1774 William returned to 

the location.

Rolle owned 

approximately 78,000 acres 

at this location through 

purchases and grants 

from 1765 through 1784 

extending from Federal Point 

to Dunns Creek. The areas 

of East Palatka, Hastings, 

Spuds and San Mateo in 

addition to the farm lands 

surrounding these areas 

occupy only portions of the 

conglomerate owned by 

Denys Rolle.
continued on page 20



 west shore of the river, Bartram 

noted large swamps of excellent 

rice land and a previous Indian 

settlement.

Close to Spalding’s lower 

store, where Bartram had made 

arrangements for his items to be 

stored, he received directions to 

the location at present day Stokes 

Landing.

Upon arriving at 

Spalding’s lower 

store, Bartram took 

the opportunity for a 

few days of rest before 

sailing up the river in 

mid-May.
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Tell your Realtor, Banker, Credit 
Union, or Mortgage Lender that 
you insist on  closing with:

When dealing with REAL ESTATE you have the RIGHT TO DEMAND
that Gullett Title handles your Sale, Purchase or Refinance.

Palatka 386.328.5106 | Crescent City 386.698.0806 | gulletttitle.com
117 North Summit Street401 Saint Johns Avenue

For more information visit

If you’re buying a home, get owner’s title insurance 

and protect yourself from costly hidden problems.

This advertising is for informational purposes only. Actual coverages 

and your eligibility may vary by company and state.  For exact terms, 

conditions, exclusions, eligibility and limitations, please contact a title 

insurance company authorized to do business in your location.

THINK OF IT  

AS A PROPERTY RIGHTS 

FORCE FIELD

THINK OF TITLE INSURANCE
A S  A  P R O P E R T Y  R I G H T S 

FORCE FIELD

I N V E S T I G A T O R S ,  A N A L Y S T S

A N D  C O U N S E L O R S
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O F  P R O P E R T Y  R I G H T S.

WE INSPECT TITLES AND
ADVOCATE FOR HOMEBUYERS.
WE SEEK A HIGH STANDARD OF ACCURACY

WE PROVIDE
PEACE OF MIND

We are the...

“ Having obtained from the people 
here directions for discovering the 
little remote island where the traders 
and their goods were secreted, which 
was about seven miles higher up, 

“ The aborigines of America had 
a very great town in this place, as 
appears from the great tumuli, and 
conical mounts of earth and shel ls, 
and other traces of a settlement which 
yet remain.”

American Lotus Nelumbo lutea • 

Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias - 

Courtesy Natural History Museum, London

I sat sail again, with a 
fair wind, and in about 
one hour and an half 
arrived at the desired 
place, having fortunately 
taken the right channel 
of the river, amongst 
a mul titude of others, 
occasioned by a number 
of low swampy islands.”

www.gulletttitle.com
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Despite acquiring these 

vast tracts of land for a large 

settlement, most of the indentured 

people from England he sent 

to Rollestown absconded soon 

after reaching Charleston, St. 

Augustine and Savannah. Rolle’s 

settlers were indentured servants 

from the streets of London who 

were primarily vagrants, beggars, 

debtors and prostitutes, who 

knew nothing about farming. 

He persistently invested in his 

plantation, sending supplies 

and on three occasions bringing 

more than 200-white indentured 

laborers in crossings across the 

Atlantic.

During his time in 

East Florida, Rolle 

and his wife lived 

in St. Augustine 

and despite his 

misfortunes in 

Florida, his rental 

income in England 

kept him a wealthy 

man, enough for him 

to continue to try to 

populate Rollestown, 

which was turning 

into an entertaining 

spectacle for those 

living in St. Augustine.

In 1769, Governor 

John Grant noted a 

vessel carrying “eighty useless 

and expensive settlers” 

had arrived for the 

settlement. However, 

Rolle himself was not 

on board, having been 

left behind by the ship’s 

captain due to dispute.

Additionally, Rolle 

imported a herd of 

more than 1,000 head 

of cattle from Georgia, 

until, Rolle claimed, 

a dishonest overseer 

sold off the herd and 

pocketed the proceeds. 

However, another 

accounting states that 

the manager William 

Collins, sold the cattle, 

crop of corn and 

indigo, cattle, sheep 

and horses to clear 

Rolle’s debts accrued 

from running the estate. 

Rolle ordered a second 

shipment of cattle from Georgia, 

but misfortune would strike again 

and the animals were killed by 

vagrants and refugees before 

arriving.
Upon William Bartram’s second 

visit to Rollestown in 1774, the 
settlement was deserted again 
except for the overseer, his family, 
the blacksmith and his family.

Rolle would make another 
attempt in 1779 and returned 
with 150 African slaves and new 
overseers, finally recognizing 
his attempts with the indentured 
servants were doomed to failure. 
Rolle would purchase another 
50 slaves and yet only a tiny 
percentage of his property was 
developed.

Despite the setbacks, Rolle 
continued to purchase property 
until Florida changed hands 
back to the Spanish and in 1784, 
Rolle ordered the evacuation of 
his slaves to a 2,000 acre estate 
in Great Exuma in the Bahama 
Islands, eliminating his dreams of 
a vast settlement in East Florida.

Sarah Cavacini/Palatka Daily News

This marker in East Palatka reminds Bartram Trail 
visitors of the historical Rollestown, a colony of English 
philanthropist Denys Rolle that was founded in 1767. 

Rose Mallow - Hibiscus Coccineus
 - Courtesy Private Collection/ Ron White,photographer

CHARLOTIA continued from page 18
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386-328-0610
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The prayer at 
Mount Royal 

As seen in previous passages, 
William Bartram is a man of 
poetry. His intense passion for 
nature and all the beauty it 
beholds can be heard as he stands 
atop Mount Royal’s Indian burial 
mound. Here, he prays:

“YE vigilant and faithful servants 
of the Most High! ye who worship 
the Creator, morning, noon and 
eve, in the simplicity of heart; I 
haste to join the universal anthem. 
My heart and voice unite with 
yours, in sincere homage to 
the great Creator, the universal 
sovereign. 

O MAY I be permitted to 
approach the throne of mercy! 
may these my humble and 
penitent supplications, amidst 
the universal shouts of homage, 
from the creatures, meet with thy 
acceptance. 

AND although, I am sensible, 
that my service, cannot encrease, 

 Sacred Burial Ground at

Mount RoyalMount Royal

Bartram reminisced of the scene 
that he saw with his father less than 
a decade earlier, now completely 
erased by farming.

In these passages above, William 
Bartram is describing the area 
around Mount Royal, located 
in South Putnam. Just north of 
Fruitland on the St. Johns River, 
Mount Royal is significant for its 
early Indian history. However, 
years later upon his return to the 
area the forest had been replaced 
with crops that lay abandoned.

At about fif ty yards from the 
landing place, stands a magnificent 
Indian mound. About fif teen years 
ago I visited this place, at which time 
there were no settlements of white 
people, but al l appeared wild and 
savage; yet in that uncul tivated state 
it possessed an almost inexpressible 
air of grandeur, which is now 
entirely changed.

“ But that venerable grove is 
now no more. Al l has been cleared 
away and planted with indigo, 
corn and cotton, but since deserted: 
there was not scarcely five acres 
of ground under fence. It appeared 
like a desart to a great extent, and 

terminated, on 
the land site, 
but frightful 
thickets, and 
open pine 
forests.

It appears, 
however, 
that the late 
proprietor had 
some taste as he 
has preserved 

“ But what greatly contributed 
towards completing the 
magnificence of the scene, was 
a noble Indian highway, which 
led from the great mound, on a 
straight line, three quarters of a 
mile, first through a point or wing 

of the orange grove, and continuing 
thence through an awful forest of 
live oaks, it was terminated by palms 
and laurel magnolias, on the verge 
of an oblong artificial lake, which 
was on the edge of an extensive 
green level savanna.”

By Allison Waters-Merritt
Special to the Palatka Daily News

continued on page 26

William Bartram drawing of Mount Royal courtesy of bartram.putnam-fl.com

By Sarah Cavacini
Palatka Daily News

scavacini@palatkadailynews.com

Sarah Cavacini/Palatka Daily News

The replica of what some 
Bartram historians call the most 

significant artifact found at 
Mount Royal. This is a medallion 
of Spanish origin, historians 
confirmed.

www.bartram.putnam-fl.com
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2400 Madison Street, Palatka, FL 32177 • (386) 312-0444 
www.flaggserenitychapel.com • flaggserenity@gmail.com

Serving All FaithsServing All Faiths

“Serving Loving Families & Preserving Living Memories”“Serving Loving Families & Preserving Living Memories”

Karla N. Flagg-Wright
Licensed Funeral Director

FL. Lic# F076141

Rev. Karl N. Flagg
Licensed Funeral Director in Charge

FL. Lic# F044147

In the 1890’s archeologist and 
writer Clarence Bloomfield “C.B.” 
Moore excavated the site, finding 
human burials with hammered 
and embossed sheet copper 
ornaments, polished stone tools, 
and pearl and shell beads.  After 
removing about two-thirds of the 
structure, Moore rebuilt the site. 
While his methods are considered 
barbaric by today’s standards of 
archeology, ripping pieces from 
the ground with no grid mapping 
of the site or field drawings of 
the excavation, Moore’s findings 
were documented and preserved, 

rather than succumbing to 
looters and treasure seekers. 

The Indian burial mound 
at Mount Royal was again 
rediscovered in the 1940s 
when workmen were 
digging a foundation for 
some construction work. A 
number of skeletons were 
unearthed and the work 
was abandoned rather 
than disturb the burial 
site. Mount Royal is now 
registered in the National 
Archives as a national 
historical place. 

From the time Bartram 
saw the site until its registry 
on the National Archives, 
the mound was used for 
road building material 
and had been the victim of 
others after Moore who removed 
artifacts that are lost to private 

collections or destroyed.
The artificial lake described by 

Bartram is believed by some to be 

the mount and this little adjoining 
grove inviolate. The prospect from 
his station is so happily situated 
by nature, as to comprise at one 
view the whole of the sublime and 
pleasing.”

Sarah Cavacini/Palatka Daily News

Local Quaker Pete Ackerman reads William Bartram’s 
Prayer at Mount Royal on top of the Native American 
Burial Mound to a group of Bartram Trail tourists.

continued on page 26

www.flaggserenitychapel.com
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a pond in the Welaka State Forest 
area not far from the Indian mound 
and now has a sign with the name, 
“Indian Pond.”

With the morning sun, William 
Bartram set his craft toward Big 
Lake George, about a mile away 
from Drayton and Hog Islands.

Strong winds caused him to seek 
shelter on Drayton Island where 
he spent the day and night.  While 
he found no recent habitations at 
the site, he did find earthenware, 
animal bones and shells that were 
evidence the Indians had used the 
island extensively. After exploring, 
Bartram returned to the supply 
ship, where his companions in 
the supply boat were fishing.  The 
next morning the group arose and 
headed toward Spalding’s Upper 
Store, located approximately five 
miles up the St. Johns River where 
it empties into Big Lake George 
at the present site of Astor. After 
travelling into what is now Volusia 
County, Bartram would make his 
way back to Spalding’s Lower Store 
at Stokes Landing.

Now as we approach the capes, 
behold the little ocean of Lake 
George, the distant circular coast 
gradually rising to view, from his 
misty fringed horizon. I cannot 
entirely suppress my apprehensions of 
danger. My vessel at once diminished 
to a nut-shel l on the swel ling seas, 
and at the distance of a few miles, 
must appear to the surprised observer 
as some aquatic animal, at intervals 

or diminish thy glory, yet it is 
pleasing to thy servant, to be 
permitted to sound thy praise; for 
O sovereign Lord! we know that 
thou alone art perfect, and worthy 
to be worshiped. O universal 
Father! look down upon us we 
beseech thee, with an eye of pity 
and compassion, and grant that 
universal peace and love, may 
prevail in the earth, even that 
divine harmony, which fills the 
heavens, thy glorious habitation. 

AND O sovereign Lord! since 
it has pleased thee to endue man 
with power, and pre-eminence, 
here on earth, and establish his 
dominion over all creatures, 
may we look up to thee, that 
our understanding may be so 
illuminated with wisdom and our 
hearts warmed and animated, 
with a due sense of charity, that 
we may be enabled to do thy will, 
and perform our duty towards 
those submitted to our service, 
and protection, and be merciful to 
them even as we hope for mercy. 

THUS may we be worthy of 
the dignity, and superiority of the 
high, and distinguished station, in 
which thou hast placed us here 
on earth.”

The prayer was the inspiration 
for the 2020 documentary 

“Cultivating the Wild,” according 
to Bartram Trail Society of Florida 

President Sam Carr. The film, 
which can be watched on 

pbs.org/video/
cultivating-the-wild-arsdvf, 

details the legacy of William 
Bartram and features 

Jim Sawgrass, who plays The 
Long Warrior during 
local Bartram events. 

Mount Royal continued from page 23

emerging from its surface. This lake 
is a large and beautiful piece of 
water…”

Sarah Cavacini/Palatka Daily News

Visitors stand at the base of the Mount Royal Site to learn more about the Native American burial 
ground that William Bartram wrote about in his book, “Travels.”

www.pbs.org/video
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NEAR ST.  JOHNS STATE COLLEGE
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Providing quality pest control in Putnam County for over 30 years
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Don’t let the bugs take a BITE out of you! 
Call Us Today!
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us on

@ azaleacitybrewingco
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7th Street, 

Palatka, FL
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Custom Craft 
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West of the 

riverfront!

www.azaleacitybrewing.com

 624 Hwy. 17 S., San Mateo, FL • 386-328-1020
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Portable Buildings
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Base camp for his collectionsBase camp for his collections

Spalding’s Spalding’s 
Lower StoreLower Store

Spalding’s Lower Store - Courtesy bartram.putnam-fl.com

SS
palding’s Lower Store 

managed by Charles 

McClatchie is not only the 

most prominent site in Putnam 

County for William Bartram’s travels, 

it is probably the most important 

site on the St. Johns River. The 

location allowed Bartram to store his 

collections and operated as a base 

for him to return to as he ventured 

throughout East Florida.

However, when Bartram and his 

father John, first visited the area 
in 1765, Spalding’s Lower store, 

it appears that they spent little 

time surveying the area as little 

mention of soil characteristics 

or vegetation around the store is 

made on this visit. When William 

Bartram returned to the site almost 

a decade later, it would be a hub of 

commerce and travel for Europeans 

and Native Americans. It would 

also serve as a location for a few 

of Bartram’s more entertaining 

situations.

After travelling to present-day 

Volusia County, Bartram returned 

to Spalding’s Lower Store. There he 

rested and on horseback travelled 

through West Putnam and into 

Alachua County to see the Alachua 

savanna, now known as Paynes’ 

Prairie. After one of Bartram’s trips 

to Mount Royal to procure more 

specimens and seeds, he returned 

to find a large group of Indians at 
Spalding’s Lower Store.

Batram noted that not a drop had 

been touched on the journey, until 

the group came upon the young 

traders and pack-horse men at the 

store.

The group did 

eventually sober up. 

However, before leaving, 

Bartram was called upon 

to help in another matter 

between the Indians and 

a rattlesnake that had 

ventured into their camp. 

Here Bartram mentions the 

name by which the Indians 

call him – Puc Puggy, which 

translates to “flower hunter.”

Despite his wishes to not have 

anything to do with the snake, and 

an attempt to sneak out of sight by 

a back door, a party of three Indians 

Eastern Diamondback Rattlesnake 
Crotalus adamanteus - Courtesy Natural History Museum, London
Timber Rattlesnake Crotalus horridus 

- Courtesy Private Collection Ron White, photographer.

They had just arrived here from St. 
Augustine, where they had been with 
a large troop of horses for sale, and 
furnished themselves with a very liberal 
supply of spirituous liquors, about twenty 
kegs, each containing five gal lons.”

“…they were prevailed on to 
broach their beloved nectar; which 
in the end caused some disturbance, 
and the consumption of most of their 
liquor; for af ter they had once got 
a smack of it, they never were sober 
for ten days, and by that time there 
was but little lef t.”

“I stepped to the door opening to the 
piazza, where I met my friend the old 
interpreter, who informed me that there 
was a very large rattle snake in the Indian 
camp, which had taken possession of 
it, having driven the men, women and 
children out, and he heard them saying 
that they would send for Puc-Puggy (for 
that was the name which they had given 
me, signifying the F lower Hunter) to kil l 
him or take him out of their camp.”

By Allison Waters-Merritt
Special to the Palatka Daily News

www.bartram.putnam-fl.com


 
found Bartram and compelled him to dispatch the 

snake.

According to Bartram, the purpose of “scratching” 

him was to make him more tame and mild and that he 

was “too heroic and violent” and needed to lose some 

blood.

Coming to his rescue was an Indian prince who 

proclaimed Bartram a brave warrior and friend, to 
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I desired them to excuse me at this time; they pleaded and entreated 
me to go with them, in order to free them from a great rattle snake 
which had entered their camp; that none of them had freedom or 
courage to expel him; and understanding that it was my pleasure to 
col lect al l their animals and other natural productions of their land, 
desired that I would come with them and take him away, that I was 
welcome to him.”

Bartram managed to kil l the snake and before he could retire, 
another commotion outside got his attention.

“I had not been long retried to my apartment, before I was again 
roused from it by a tumul t in the yard; and hearing Puc-Puggy 
cal led on, I started up, when instantly the old interpreter met me 
again, and told me the Indians were approaching in order to scratch 
me. I asked him for what? He answered for kil ling the rattle snake 
within their camp.”



 

which the group then backed off, 

proclaiming Puc-Puggy as their 

friend.

However, this would not be the 

end of Bartram’s adventures at 

the trading post. Shortly after the 

watermelon and orange feast at 

the Indian village, Bartram again 

regaled readers of his daring deeds, 

this time involving a herd of horses. 

Travelling to Seven Sisters Island.

Bartram explains that the horses 

were not well trained and became 

impatient on the boat. Finally the 

horses broke free and jumped into 

the river to swim to land.

Upon returning to the 

trading house, Bartram would 

find the ship loaded and ready to 
depart, and with his possessions 

on board he would take leave of 

Charles McClatchie, Spalding’s 

lower store, Putnam County and 

Florida with a journal that would 

ignite the imaginations of those 

in Europe of Florida’s beauty and 

bounty.
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Spalding’s Lower Store continued from page 29

“…most of them plunged into the river 
and forced over board one of our people. I 
being a pretty good swimmer, in the midst 

“ Thus it seemed that the whole was a 
ludicrous farce to satisfy their people and 
appease the manes of the dead rattle snake.”

“…I crossed the river with a gang of our 
people, who were transporting a party of 
horses to range in the meadows and plains 
on the side opposite to the trading-house: we 
carried them over in a large flat or scow.”

Left: Mico Chlucco the Long Warrior, or King of the Siminoles; Top Right: Sunset  overlooking Seven 
Sisters Island; Above: Spanish map of Stokeslanding . 

of the bustle, and to avoid being beat 
over and perhaps wounded, leapt 
out and caught hold of the dock of 
one of the horses. We al l landed 
safe on one of the islands, about one 
hundred and fif ty yards distance, 
and the flat fol lowed us. Af ter a 
deal of trouble and loss of time, we 
got the horses again into the scow, 
where securing them by withs and 
vines, we again sat off, and soon 
landed safe on the main, at a high 
bluff or bank of the river, where, 
af ter turning the horses to pasture, 
and resting ourselves, we sat off on 
a visit to a plantation on the river, 
six or eight miles distance.”

Cowboy is depicted traveling on cracker horse through 
swamp in South Central states during a later era. 

Courtesy bartram.putnam-fl.com

Courtesy of the University of  South Florida
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Honoring Interlachen’s Hero

Board OKs elementary 

school name change
By Nick BlaNk

Palatka Daily News

nblank@palatkadailynews.com

A Vietnam War Medal of Honor recipient’s name 

is heading to an elementary school in his hometown 

of Interlachen.

The School Renaming Committee proposed 

changing Interlachen Elementary School’s name to 

Robert H. Jenkins Elementary School, which 

Putnam County School District board members 

unanimously greenlit at their Tuesday meeting.

Jenkins, an Interlachen native and Marine, died in 

See NAME, Page 5A

Submitted photo

Interlachen Elementary School will next school year be renamed after Robert H. Jenkins, a Medal of Honor recipient from the town.

Principals ready to adapt to new normal

SARAH CAVACINI/Palatka Daily News

Phil Leary, who has been appointed the 

interim Crescent City manager, addresses 

city commissioners in March.

Former city, federal 

official accepts 

interim position
By Sarah cavaciNi

Palatka Daily News

scavacini@palatkadailynews.com

CRESCENT CITY – A former Palatka city 

commissioner is poised to take over as new 

interim city manager.

Putnam County native Phil Leary accepted 

the Crescent City manager position and said 

his contract and background check wer

finalized Monday. 

He was the city commission’s top choic

out of four interviewees during the March 2

meeting. The last step before Leary cou

start was a completed background check. 

“Honestly, I had no idea where I wou

stand with the other applicants but though

INTERIM
, Page 5A

MASKS are required in all three offices.
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CURRENTS CURRENTS 

BY MIKE ADAMSSpecial to the Palatka Daily News

A
s the daylight hours are increasing with later sun-sets, the seasonal clocks of many plants and 

trees, shrubs and native flowers are 
beginning to bud. Redbud, Chickasaw 
plum, Cherokee rose 

Common indicators of the season in Putnam County

Photo courtesy of Jim Bailey
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Sites explored beyond the St. Johns RiverSites explored beyond the St. Johns River

Springs of South PutnamSprings of South Putnam

WW
hen John and 
William Bartram 
traveled the St. 

Johns River in 1765, John took 
particular notice of several 
springs in Putnam County that 
William either did not revisit on 
his journey almost a  decade 
later, or chose to re-write about 
these previous journal entries 
from his father. As previously 
mentioned, John’s meticulous 
details and practical observations 
were to give investors details 
in encouraging the settlement 
of East Florida. John Bartram’s 
details have helped scholars, 
researchers and history 
enthusiasts relocate some of 
the harder-to-find springs he 
mentioned in his travels including 

Satsuma Springs, Welaka Springs, 
Nashua Spring and Beecher 
Spring.

On December 27, 1765, 
the Bartrams left Spalding’s 
Lower Store area and traveled 
approximately five miles before 
landing at their first destination.

From there, the group found 
what is believed to be Satsuma 
Springs. One of the benefits of 
having John note the springs 
is that they are still relatively 
unchanged now as to when he 
saw them, making them good 
landmarks for reference when 
correctly identified from the 
various springs in the area.

Satsuma Springs is one spring 
that today still matches the 
description John Bartram wrote. 
The high sulfate concentration 

results in the strong 
odor described by John 
and the sulfate levels 
cause the growth of 

continued on page 33

“ Thermometer, 50, fine morning. 
Set out from the Store, and about 
5 miles above, landed on a high 
bluff, on the east-side of the river, 
at Johnson’s Spring, a run of clear 
and sweet water, then travel led on 
foot along thick woody, but loamy 
ground, looking rich on the surface 
by reason of the continual fal ling 
leaves, and by the constant evergreen 
shade rotting to soil, as the sun never 
shines on the ground strong enough 
to exhale their virtue before their 
dissolution, as under deciduous trees: 
We crossed several small rivulets 
of clear sweet water, and as many 
narrow moist swamps.”

“We came down a steep hil l 20 
foot high and about 4 or 500 yards 
from the river, under the foot of 
which issued out a large fountain (big 
enough to turn a mil l) of warm clear 
water of a very offensive taste, and 
smel t like bilge-water, or the washings 
of a gun-barrel; the sediment that 
adhered to the trees fal len therein 
looked of a pale white or bluish cast, 
like milk and water mixed…”

Warmouth (Great Yellow Bream) Chaenobryttus coronarius - Courtesy Natural History Museum, London

The Satsuma Springs are on private land in Welaka and were part of William Bartram’s travels through Putnam County. Despite the sulfur 
smell that lingers around Satsuma Springs, two curious poodles venture toward the springs looking for a drink of water. 

By Allison Waters-Merritt
Special to the Palatka Daily News

Sarah Cavacini/ Palatka Daily News Archives/ Palatka Daily News
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sulfur bacteria, which grow on the 
surface, causing the 

        “pale white or bluish cast.”
Today, Satsuma Springs is 

located on private property and 
the river can only access the 
shoreline leading to the spring. 
At the head, the spring is just as 
Bartram described, though it is 
now bordered on one side by a 
short sandbag wall that protects 
the spring from runoff from the 
steep bluff surrounding the spring.

After leaving Satsuma Spring, 
the party continued their journey 
south to Nashua Spring.

This site is also located on 
private property and the discharge 
from the spring is quite small so 
the run from the spring to the river 
is difficult to see.

The group then proceeded to 
Welaka Springs as noted in John’s 
Journal.

“We crossed the swamp, and ascended 
and descended two hil ls and narrow 
swamps more; at the foot of the last 
issued out another warm spring of clear 
water like the other, but not so large.”

“ Then travel ling al ternately over hil ls 
and swamps, in al l about 3 or 4 miles, 
came to a great cover, near a quarter of 

a mile from the river, out of the head of 
which arose a prodigious large fountain 
of clear water of loathsome taste, like the 
other two before mentioned, it directly 
formed a large deep creek 40 or 50 
yards wide to the river, and deep enough 
for a large boat to swim loaded to its 
head, which boils up near 8 foot deep 
from under shel ly rocks; ‘tis ful l of large 
fish, as cats, garr, mullets and several 
other kinds, and plenty of al ligators.”

Shell-Cracker Bream 

Lepomis microlophus

- Courtesy Natural History Museum, London

www.trailsendoutdoors.com
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Springs of South Putnam 
continued from page 33

Bartram’s Springs
Blue Springs
Salt Springs (Johnson & William 
Spring)

Silver Glenn Spring
Satsuma Springs
Saratoga Harbor (Johnson Spring)
Nashua Spring
Welaka Spring
Beecher Spring
(Note no mention of the Ocklawaha 
River in either publication)

The spring to this day does 
continue to boil from a depth of 
eight feet and a variety of fish, 
alligators and manatees can be 
see in the area. The river water 
often obscures the spring and can 
sometimes only be detected by 
the mild surface boil above the 
spring discharge.  The spring is 
only accessible from the water 
and is surrounded by private 
property.

The next day, on December 
28, 1765, the group continued 
up the St. Johns to Mount Hope, 
an Indian mound approximately 
2.85 miles from Welaka Springs 
and Mount Royal, another Indian 
mound that William would revisit 
in his later travels and still exists 
today.

John Bartram’s journal says very 
little about Beecher Springs.

The spring underwent massive 
changes with the creation of the 
Welaka National Fish Hatchery 
as part of a Federal Works Project 
during the Great Depression. 
And its upper reach has been 
drastically altered by the 
construction of the fish ponds. 
The flow from the spring is used 
to fill the ponds which then 
discharge back into the spring 
run which meanders through 
woodlands to the St. Johns River 
near the Mount Royal Airpark’s 
boat ramp. Beecher Spring is 

on land owned by the Welaka 
National Fish Hatchery and is not 
accessible to the public.

John and his son William would 
continue to explore Putnam 
County along the river for his 
journal before heading back to 
the family farm in Pennsylvania. 
John’s journal is important in 
providing investors valuable 
information to settle into East 
Florida. The springs are just a 
few of the sites that John Batram 
described in his journals, but 
they are in some regards the best 

landmarks for researchers to work 
with in that for the most part the 
topography has not changed in 
the last 200 years.

“Landed at Mount-Royal, where 
there are 50 acres of cleared old 
fields, fine oranges in the woods and 
a fine spring issuing out above a mile 
from the river, making a stream big 
enough to turn a mil l…”

Beecher Spring - Archives Palatka Daily News

Welaka Spring - Courtesy of St. Johns River Water Management
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Tucked on Whitewater Drive in 

Palatka, a hub of history awaits 

environmental explorers. 

William Bartram’s “Travels on the 

St. Johns River” – the book he and 

his father, John Bartram – doesn’t 

directly mention the site that’s 

now Water Works Environmental 

Education Center, but historians say 

the father-and-son duo could have 

visited the land during their trip in 

1765. 

Water Works is open for tours 

by request from 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 

p.m. each Wednesday and the first 
Sunday of every month, according 

to the Bartram Trail Society website. 

The 9-acre education center features 

a community garden, a historic 

building that dates back to the late 

1800s and plenty of resources to 

help people learn about Bartram 

and his travels. 

The Puc-Puggy Trail 

Walk along the Puc-Puggy Trail 

to get a little taste of old Florida’s 

trails. This path pays tribute to 

William Bartram, who received the 

name “Puc-Puggy” from the Native 

Americans he met in Palatka. 

“Puc-Puggy” means “flower 
hunter,” said Sam Carr, president of 

the Bartram Trail Society of Florida. 

When Bartram explored Paynes 

Prairie in Micanopy, the Native 

Americans liked Bartram and gave 

him the name, Carr said. 

“He wasn’t here for their women. 

He wasn’t here for their horses. He 

wasn’t here for their land. None of 

that,” the society president told a 

group of people during a bus tour 

in April. “He wanted to observe the 

way they live and to document it 

… for them to give him an Indian 

name, means they considered him 

part of the family.”

While some of the vegetation on 

the trail has been growing for only 

60 to 80 years because trees had 

been removed in past years, Water 

Works volunteer Palmer Kinser said 

a lot of the natural vegetation has 

returned. 

People who might not have time 

to travel down to Welaka to see 

the Mount Royal site can still learn 

about it on the Puc-Puggy Trail. The 

site, which was an Indian burial 

mound, is memorialized with a 

kiosk about Mount Royal along the 

trail. 

Benches along the Puc-Puggy trail 

invite travelers to stop and reflect on 
life in the peace and quiet of nature.  

Reflection is something William 
Bartram did while writing “Travels.” 

Take his time on Mount Royal for 

example. 

“At the reanimating appearance 

of the rising sun, nature again 

revives; and I obey the chearful (sic) 

summons of the gentle monitors 

of the meads and groves,” Bartram 

wrote. 

By Sarah Cavacini
Palatka Daily News

scavacini@palatkadailynews.com

TORTOISES AND TRAILSTORTOISES AND TRAILS
Water Works: Water Works: 

Preserving the past, while Preserving the past, while 
protecting the futureprotecting the future

Sarah Cavacini/Palatka Daily News

Visitors stand at the base of the Mount Royal Site to learn more about the Native American burial 
ground that William Bartram wrote about in his book, “Travels.”

TORTOISES AND TRAILSTORTOISES AND TRAILS
Water Works: 

Preserving the past, while 
protecting the future
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Gopher tortoises 

Stay on the Puc-Puggy path to 

learn about gopher tortoises, which 

William Bartram wrote about 

during his visit. Water Works houses 

four gopher tortoises on-site and 

volunteers have created a special 

sandhill environment to keep them 

protected.

William Bartram, according to 

the society, was the first naturalist 
to describe “the great land tortoise” 

during a trip to Florida in the spring 

of 1774. 

The gopher tortoise is listed as 

a threatened species in Florida, 

according to the state Fish and 

Wildlife Conservation Commission. 

The species’ numbers plummeted 

because people like to build on 

uplands, where sandhills are, and 

because of the misconceptions 

that cattle and horses on farmlands 

might fall into the tortoise 

burrows, Water Works 

volunteer Richard Franz said. 

“I’ve been (studying) gopher 

tortoises since 1973 and I’ve 

never had anybody show 

me where that is that kind of 

issue,” he said in April. 

Franz is also an emeritus 

scientist at the Florida 

Museum of Natural History 

and helped edit the 2017 

publication of John and 

William Bartram’s “Travels.”

William Bartram does not 

describe tortoises on his trip 

through Palatka, but he did when he 

passed through sandhills in what is 

now Alachua County, Franz said. 

Still, the education center 

protects these threatened animals, 

considered a keystone species 

because they can share their 

burrows with up to 150 species, 

Franz said. Their shelters protect 

animals from fires, extreme heat 
and humidity and predators. 

To learn more about gopher 

tortoises, visit myfwc.com.

Gopher Tortoise - Archives Palatka Daily News

www.myfwc.com
www.stjohnspowersports.com
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I
n 1997 the City of Palatka had a 

study performed on the decaying 

brick structure that housed the 

century old Palatka Water Works. 

The findings of that study would 
lead to the preservation of the 

building and the re-opening of 

the buildings and grounds as a 

historical and educational site.

The grounds of the Palatka Water 

Works (now known as the Water 

Works Environmental Education 

Center) have a rich history, 

starting as a site for year-round 

semi-nomadic groups. While the 

archeological study of the area 

was performed in 1997 suggested 

a settlement did not exist on the 

grounds, evidence did prove that 

Native Americans used the area. In 

1936 the Federal Writers Program 

wrote about the springs and the 

Water Works area:

“Where the pumping station is 

now, an Indian trail crossed the 

stream there. Before the stream 

was commercialized there was 

a very beautiful pool at that spot 

with silver white sand and water as 

clear as air. It was a famous place 

to go for a swim. The Indian name 

for this stream… meant ‘white 

water’.”

On his travels through Florida, 

and with the proximity of the 

Water Works property to Spalding’s 

Lower Store and the Indian 

settlement in Palatka, it is assumed 

that William Bartram would have 

made his way past this area, 

but there is no documentation 

of an actual visit. Despite this, 

neighboring Ravine Gardens State 

Park has a marker and is listed as 

a site on the Bartram Trail. The 

current nature trail at the Palatka 

Water Works is designated by 

Bartram’s Indian name, Puc-Puggy, 

or Flower Hunter.

The 1800’s saw a period of 

growth in Palatka. By 1850, the 

area had grown to a village of 

approximately 200 people.  In 

1853, the City of Palatka was 

chartered and in 1855, Hubbard L. 

Hart opened a stage line between 

Palatka and Tampa. Hart would 

become famous for his steamboats 

that would transport tourists up 

and down the St. Johns River.

The Civil War halted most growth 

in the town and Confederate 

Captain John J. Dickinson set up 

camp at White Water Branch, 

the source of water for the water 

works, called “Camp Call”. A 

sergeant in this troop described the 

area in a letter to his mother.

“It is pleasant a place as could 

be found outside of town. It is 

situated at the head of a branch 

that empties into the river nearby. 

The spring is in a hollow about 

50 feet below the surface of the 

earth with an almost perpendicular 

descent…This camp, called Palatka 

Heights, was located, I think about 

a mile and a half from the Palatka 

Wharves, S.W. The picket duty was 

on the river front in Palatka…”

The lumber industry would 

expand Palatka’s “Golden Age” 

of prosperity and growth in the 

1880’s. However, in 1884, a fire 
would decimate the town and 

businesses, destroying five blocks 
of the commercial district core. 

While the businesses would 

rebuild in brick, the memories of 

the fire and lack of dependable 

By Allison Waters-Merritt
Special to the Palatka Daily News

Water Works Water Works 

The History ofThe History of

PALATKA WATER WORKS
The History of
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water pressure to fight the fire 
would be influential in the 
development of the Water Works.

In 1885, the City of Palatka 

enacted an ordinance for 

construction and operation of 

a water works. Hart at the time 

controlled much of White Water 

Branch and was promoting the 

growth of Palatka Heights as a 

residential area. As an enterprising 

land owner, having the water works 

would help sell lots if the water 

works plan went through, which it 

did.

The original building was built, 

operated and maintained by a 

private company, Wheeler & Parks 

of Boston, Massachusetts. The 

specifications for the water works 
state:

“The water to be supplied by 

these works shall be furnished 

from White Water Branch, so 

called, by steam pumping, using 

a wrought iron or steel stand pipe 

reservoir to maintain the requisite 

state pressure of water in the pipe 

system of said works. The pumping 

station machinery shall be capable 

of delivering one million gallons in 

twenty-four hours…”

Needing a reliable pressurized 

source of water to fight potential 
fires in the future, the ordinance 
also specified:

“26,000 feet of pipe, stop valves, 

40 fire hydrants, the rates for 
various services and the contract 

would be for 25 years or until the 

city shall sooner purchase said 

works.”

The water works was constructed 

in 1886-87 and when completed 

consisted of a “storage canal 800 

feet in length and five feet deep, 

built from brick masonry and 

the bottom a clean bed of sand 

covered with hard pine flooring, a 
pump house made of brick about 

30 by 45 feet, one story high, 

adjoining an ornamental chimney 

stack about 65 feet in height. The 

boiler room of the pump house 

contained two large boilers and 

two Worthington duplex pumps.” 

Despite the description stating the 

pump house was one story, photos 

of the structure show a two-story 

building.

The water from the new facility 

was described as being of superior 

quality and with sufficient pressure 
in the hydrants so that water, “can 

be thrown over the highest building 

in the city.” The wood supply for 

the water works came from excess 

cypress from the local mills.

However, the city and the owners 

www.cfmotousa.com
www.powersports.com
www.atvsafety.org
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would soon be at odds over the water works and its 

capabilities to produce reliable service.

In 1903, the city sued Palatka Water Works to lower 

their rates due to problems. Several serious fires 
occurred in the city and the Water Works failed to 

supply sufficient water for the fire hydrants. In 1906, 
the City of Palatka passed an ordinance regulating the 

rates at an additional 37-percent reduction. The city did 

offer to buy the plant for $55,000, but was refused. In 

the meantime, the city issued $60,000 in bonds to build 

their own publicly-owned system. The Water Works 

company attempted but failed to get an injunction to 

stop well drilling. The city successfully hit water with 

the new wells while the Water Works continued to try 

to satisfy the city’s requirements, by agreeing to install a 

fire alarm at the pumping station and to have someone 
on duty 24 hours a day to maintain steam pressure and 

start the pumps when the alarm sounded. In 1908, the 

City of Palatka ceased paying for water after the new 

wells began providing 230,000 gallons per day at a 

pressure sufficient to serve the hydrants. In 1909, the 
Palatka Water Works sued the city for non-payment 

under the terms of the original contract and was initially 

successful in the lawsuit. The verdict was eventually 

overturned in 1917 by the Florida Supreme Court and 

the city was awarded damages of $8,000.

In 1922, the Palatka Water Works Company was sold 

to the City of Palatka. According to a newspaper article 

in the Palatka Daily News on March 9, 1922, the City 

of Palatka called a special meeting in which the Palatka 

Water Works transferred to the city its entire property 

holdings, including its pumping station, stand-pipe, 

mains and real estate for $85,000 and an additional sum 

agreed upon for fuel, oils and other stock on hand.

At the time of the purchases, the Water Works had 

undergone several changes including the addition of 

two more reservoirs and the removal of a woodshed 

since the boilers were changed to coal firing around 
1915.

The Water Works would continue to operate as the 

main system for the city of Palatka until 1986. At some 

point in time, the western section of the building was 

altered from a two-story structure to essentially a single 

story with varying floor levels. Use of the springs was 
phased out beginning in the 1950’s and completed in 

the 1960’s when all water came from well fields located 
on the hill to the north and in the golf course south of 

White Water Branch.

In 1986, the water system for Palatka was transferred 

to the R.C. Willis Water Treatment facility. At that time, 

the Water Works was abandoned and left essentially 

untouched. When the study was conducted in 1997, the 

building was found in disrepair.

“The pump house has damaged windows, missing 

doors and missing covers to the roof and floor access 
openings. The pumps are rusting and in some cases have 

been removed from their bases, they are presumably 

inoperable. The electrical system has been partially 

damaged and is probably unsafe.” Additionally, a small 

alligator had taken up residence in the clear well.

In 1999, a grant was acquired to repair the roof and 

repoint the outside brickwork. With additional money 

from local businesses and organizations, the first phase 
of restoration was completed in 2002 for the Water 

Works Environmental Education Center (WWEEC). 

Since that time, the interior of the building has been 

repointed, an amphitheater and restrooms constructed, 

Top left: Worthington Pumping Engine, 1876; Top Right: Palatka Water Works in 1895 

-Courtesy of Palatka Water Works Environmental Education Center
Above: Water Wall Exhibit -Archives Palatka Daily News
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Important Dates for 2023 Property Taxes
November 1, 2023 or before, tax bills are mailed
Pay entire current Tax bill in November - February and
          receive applicable discount
March 31, 2024, all taxes are due, no discount
April 1, 2024, Unpaid Taxes are Delinquent - subject to
          18% interest per year
May 2024, delinquent properties are advertised in advance of
          Tax Certificate Sale
June 1, 2024 or before, tax certificates will be sold on all
         real property with delinquent taxes

On Your Birthday:
Driver license/Florida ID expire on your birthday
Vehicle/vessel decal and registration expire on your birthday **
** Company owned vehicle registrations expire on June 30 
Heavy Vehicle (over 8000#) registrations expire on December 31
Mobile Home decal registrations expire on December 31

License-Free Fishing Days:
Freshwater - June 10-11, 2023
Saltwater – June 3 and 4, September 2, November 25, 2023

No Florida fishing license needed for Florida residents only. For more 
information go to myfwc.com/fishing

Trish Foster
Motor Services Manager

Rose Wilkinson
Tax Administration

Your Money is 
Serious Business.

Your Tax 
Collector 
Team... 

Proudly 

Serving

Putnam 

County!

Palatka
323 St. Johns

Avenue

Crescent
City

115 North
Summit St.

Interlachen
1114 SR 20

(Hitchcock

Shopping Center) 

Brenda Bridges
Deputy Tax Collector

Tim Parker

Putnam County 

Property 

Appraiser

The Office of Property Appraiser 

is part of your local county 

government, serving all of

Putnam County, both the 

unincorporated areas and the 

cities of Crescent City, Interlachen, 

Palatka, Pomona Park and 

Welaka.

The primary responsibility of this 

office is to set a value for every 

piece of property in Putnam 

County, no matter how big or how 

small, on the appraisal date, which 

is January 1 of each year.

pa.putnam-fl.com

• Property Search 

• GIS Mapping

• Exemptions 

• Tax Estimator

• Tangible Personal Property312 Oak Street

Palatka

386-329-0286

518 St. Johns Avenue
Palatka, FL

386.326.7600

https://putnamclerk.com

Putnam County Clerk 
of Circuit Court & Comptroller

Tax Deed and
Foreclosure

Sales 

Property Fraud Alerts

E-Filing/Pro Se/Self Help

Pay Child Support

Pay Traffic Citations

an on-site nature trail developed, a large “water wall” 

exhibit installed and a community organic garden 

and orchard have been established. There are also 

efforts to restore a degraded hardwood forest along 

the Puc-Puggy Trail, re-establish wetlands associated 

with White Water Branch, and create from scratch a 

sandhill environment with gopher tortoises above the 

amphitheater.

The Water Works committee and volunteers help 

maintain the building and grounds, lead tours and 

conduct educational events.

4909 St. Johns Ave., Palatka

Welcome! 
Mt. Tabor is a vibrant fellowship devoted to proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ!   

Since 1869, we have served families in our community by providing sound Biblical 

teaching and preaching, age-appropriate Christian Education and diverse opportunities 

for worship and ministry. Come join us,we have a place for you!

“Come Witness the Mt. Tabor Experience”
Rev. Karl N. Flagg, Senior Pastor

608 Randolph St., Crescent City

Mt. Tabor First Baptist Church
One Church - Two Locations

~~~

www.pa.putnam-fl.com
www.myfwc.com/fishing
https://putnamclerk.com
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Under a sunny April sky, Putnam 
County students sat with wide eyes 

and eager questions as they heard tales 
of Native American culture and the 
travels of an 18th-century explorer. 

William Bartram historians and 
environmental organization leaders 
spent April 17-21 on the Palatka 
riverfront helping history come alive 
for the Bartram Frolic on the St. Johns, 
which has been going on since 2017, 
according to Sam Carr, president of 
Bartram Trail Society of Florida. 

“Palatka’s history and heritage, really, 
it starts here,” Carr said while standing 
at the riverfront in April. “In 1774, 
(Bartram) was here and he made Palatka 
famous from there.”

The Frolic had to be canceled in 2020 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic but it 
returned the following year and every 
year since. 

Frolic organizers welcome different 

schools and classes 
Monday through Friday 
during the event and 
guide guests through a day 
packed with adventure. 

Second-graders from every school in 
Putnam traveled to the Frolic, where 
they spent a day taking a riverboat tour 
with the St. Johns Riverkeepers, learned 
the value of picking up litter with Keep 
Putnam Beautiful and found out more 
about Florida’s water systems from the 
St. Johns River Water Management 
District. 

The biggest highlight, however, came 
when the students met the man some 
call America’s first environmentalist, 
William Bartram; The Long Warrior, 
a member of the Seminole Native 
American tribe who met Bartram on his 
travels; and trader Job Wiggins. Well, 
they met them in a manner of speaking.

The men who portray these historical 
figures have been doing that for 
numerous Frolics, but the children who 
meet them every year don’t know that. 

They were trying to figure out how 

they could be hundreds of years old and 
still telling these tales, Robert H. Jenkins 
Jr. Elementary School teacher Elesha Cox 
told me. 

“This is something that these children 
in West Putnam will never see,” Cox 
said in April. 

A weekend of walking 
in Bartram’s footsteps 

Bartram’s legacy doesn’t end with 
the weeklong field trip; the public can 
spend their weekend at the Frolic, too. 

This year’s Frolic, also known as the 
St. Johns River Bartram Frolic when 
referencing the weekend festivities, was 
packed April 21-23 with activities. 

On Friday, people participated in 
a guided kayaking tour that stopped 
at four sites Bartram visited during 
this 18th-century visit to what is now 
Putnam County, take an equestrian trail 
ride on Dunns Creek State Park trails 

By Sarah Cavacini
Palatka Daily News

scavacini@palatkadailynews.com

FROLICKING THROUGH THE PASTFROLICKING THROUGH THE PAST
People of all ages learn more 

about famed explorer

FROLICKING THROUGH THE PAST

Sarah Cavacini/Palatka Daily News

Above: Historical figure William Bartram talk with children during the Frolic.  To 
Right: History enthusiasts visit information booths at the Frolic on the river front.
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Open

Monday

thru Thursday

11 am - 8:00 pm

Friday 11 am - 9:00 pm

Open

Saturday

11:30 am - 9:00 pm

Closed Sunday

Enjoy the freshest seafood expertly 
prepared to your taste, plus the finest 
steaks, chicken & chops... and, top off 
your meal with our delicious desserts. 

We feature a wide variety of beverages, 
beer, wine & cocktails!

2023 READER’S

CHOICE AWARDS
• BEST Shrimp

• Honorable Mention Seafood

The best has gotten even better!
- Check out our daily lunch specials -

Masters Funeral Home INC.

Two Convenient Locations 

Palatka’s Only Crematory

Monument Service 

Shipping Service

“Putnam County’s Most Trusted 

Family in Funeral Service”

3015 Crill Avenue, Palatka, FL 32177
(386) 325-4564

1207 Hwy. 20, Interlachen, FL 32148
(386) 684-4177

Affiliated with
Palatka Memorial Gardens

4070 Silver Lake Drive, Palatka, FL 32177
(386) 325-3870

www.themastersfuneralhome.com
BEST

Funeral Home & Funeral Home & CrematoryCrematory

2023

statefarm.com®

Susan G. Helwig Ins Agcy Inc

Susan Helwig, CLU® ChFC® Agent

836 S Moody Rd., Next to Walmart

Palatka, FL 32177

Bus: 386-312-1002  Toll Free: 866-312-1002

susan@susanhelwig.com

I’m here to help life go right™ - so you can enjoy it, while I help pro-

tect it. Let’s talk about your life insurance options.

CALL OR TEXT ME TODAY.

386-312-1002

We Protect it.

You live it.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI) State Farm Life and Accident 

Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI), Bloomington, IL                                        1601538

or cycle through downtown Palatka with Celebrate Trails 
Florahome. 

The next day, people flocked to the riverfront for the 
Frolic, which lasted six hours. The St. Johns River Center 
also hosted an educational adventure during the event 
called Passport to the Past, where people visited different 
information booths and received stamps in their “passports.” 
Most of these stamps were made by Palatka Daily News 
employees. 

Guided boat tours left from the Palatka dock throughout 
the day Saturday and attendees ended their night on the 
Bartram Sunset Wine Cruise hosted by historical reenactors. 

History enthusiasts finished out the weekend by traveling 
on a four-hour bus tour with members of the Bartram 
Trail Society of Florida to retrace some of Bartram’s steps. 
Stops included Rollestown, Mount Royal, the Water Works 
Environmental Education Center and Satsuma Springs.  

The day finished with a three-hour symposium at 
First Presbyterian Church of Palatka’s Westminster Hall. 
Bartram scholars and experts taught the group about the 
famed environmentalist, and the symposium featured an 
appearance by Thomas Hallock, the editor of “Travels on the 
St. Johns River,” the book William Bartram and his father, 
John Bartram, wrote about their experiences in the area. 

Keep an eye out for upcoming Bartram events at 
bartramtrailsociety.com.  The next Frolic will be April 20, 
2024 – which is actually William Bartram’s birthday, Carr 
said. 

www.bartramtrailsociety.com
www.themastersfuneralhome.com
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Photos courtesy of bartram.putnam-fl.com

Travel Along Putnam County’s Travel Along Putnam County’s 
Bartram TrailBartram Trail

Travel Along Putnam County’s Travel Along Putnam County’s 
Bartram TrailBartram Trail

www.bartram.putnam-fl.com
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TIRES • WHEELS • BRAKES

FRONT-END REPAIRS

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

Full line of

MICHELIN® and

BFGOODRICH®

tires available.

MV#51690

2604 Peters Street, Palatka • (386) 328-5490209 REID ST • 325-3927

Happy Happy 9191stst Birthday Birthday

Visit

   

   
  
  
  
  
  
  
   

   
Florida’s Oldest Diner

Try Our Old Fashioned BurgersTry Our Old Fashioned Burgers

Providing Energy to 1.9 Million Individuals 
and Businesses in 42 Florida Counties

visit seminole-electric.com for more information

Under Construction: The Seminole Combined-Cycle Facility in 
Putnam County, FL. Completion expected in 2022.

visit seminole-electric.com for more information

Providing Energy to 1.9 Million Individuals
and Businesses in 42 Florida Counties

Site 1  Palmetto Bluff
Site 2 Forrester Point
Site 3 Grays Creek / Rice Creek
Site 4 Palatka
Site 5 Ravine Gardens Bartram 
          Trail Marker
Site 6 Palatka Water Works-
          Puc Puggy Trail
Site 7 Rollestown/Charlottia
Site 8 Dunns Creek 
          (Dun’s Little River)
Site 9 Crescent Lake Camp
Site 10 Bear Island 
            (Small Island)
Site 11 Murphy Island
Site 12 Seven Sisters Islands
Site 13 Stokes Landing   
            (Spalding’s Lower Store)
Site 14 Saratoga Harbor 
            (Johnson’s Spring)
Site 15 Satsuma Spring
Site 16 Nashua Spring
Site 17 Welaka Spring
Site 18 Johnsons Bluff
Site 19 Beecher Point 
            (Mount Hope)
Site 20 Beecher Springs Welaka  
            Nat’l Fish Hatchery
Site 21 Mount Royal
Site 22 Beecher Springs Run
Site 23 Georgetown Camp
Site 24 Drayton Island – 
            1766 Camp

Site 25 Drayton Island – 
            1774 Camp
Site 26 Lake George Point
            (Orange Point)
Site 27 Rocky Point
Site 28 Salt Springs Run
Site 29 Salt Springs
Site 30 Cowpen Lake 
            (Halfway Pond)
Site 31 Deep Creek
Site 32 Beautiful Isle Camp

Visit bartramtrailsociety.com/
county-trails for resources on 
each of the 32 sites. 

Explore photos and print a map 
before planning your trip

www.bartramtrailsociety.com
www.seminole-electric.com
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Grab a copy of “Travels on 
the St. Johns River,” which 

was written by William and John 
Bartram during their journeys to 
Florida. 

A hardback cover of the book 
was published in 2017 and 
edited by Thomas Hallock and 
Richard Franz, who are part of 
the effort to preserve 
Bartrams’ history in 
Putnam County. 

The book features 
an introduction from 
Hallock, notes from 
Franz and, of course, 
excerpts from the 
Bartrams’ travels. 

Find a copy on 
Amazon.com. 

Excerpt from the back 
cover:

“In 1765 father and 
son naturalists John 
and William Bartram 
explored the St. Johns 
River Valley in Florida, 
a newly designated 
British territory and 
subtropical wonderland. 
They collected specimens 
and recorded extensive 
observations of the plants, 
animals, geography, 
ecology, and native 
cultures of an essentially 
uncharted region. The chronicle 
of their adventures provided 

the world with an intimate 
look at La Florida. ‘Travels on 
the St. Johns River’ includes 
writings from the Bartrams’ 
journey in a flat-bottomed boat 
from St. Augustine to the river’s 
swampy headwaters near Lake 
Loughman, just west of today’s 
Cape Canaveral. Vivid entries 

from John’s diary detail which 
tribes lived where and what 
vegetation overtook the river’s 

slow current. He describes the 
crisp, cold spring waters tasting 
like a gun barrel. Excerpts from 
William’s narrative, written a 
decade later when he tried to 
make a home in East Florida, 
contemplate the environment 
and the river that would come to 

be regarded as the liquid 
heart of his celebrated 
travels. A selection of 
personal letters reveal 
John’s misgivings about 
his son’s decision to 
become a planter in 
an inhospitable pine 
barren with little more 
than a hovel as shelter, 
but they also speak to 
William’s belated sense 
of accomplishment 
for traveling past his 
father’s footsteps. 

Editors Thomas 
Hallock and Richard 
Franz provide 
valuable commentary 
and a modern record 
of the flora and 
fauna the Bartrams 
encountered. 
Taken together, the 
firsthand accounts 
and editorial notes 
help us see the 
land through the 

explorers’ eyes and witness the 
many environmental changes the 
centuries have wrought.”

By Sarah Cavacini
Palatka Daily News

scavacini@palatkadailynews.com

Eager to learn more about 

BARTRAMS’BARTRAMS’  legacy? BARTRAMS’

www.amazon.com
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Cardiovascular

Medicine

ElectrophysiologyInterventional

Cardiology

Cardiac & 

Vascular Testing

Amputation 

Prevention

Vascular &

Endovascular

Medicine

Nuclear

Cardiology

The Heart of Your

Healthcare

 Outpatient

Catheterization Lab

Proudly Serving Putnam County
205 Zeagler Drive Palatka, FL 32177

www.firstcoastcardio | 386.325.2836



 

Aza Health has you covered from A to Z with quality primary and preventative healthcare services for the entire family!  

Our team of healthcare professionals will tailor your care to meet your needs! 

Medical  •  Dental  •  Mental Health  •  Pharmacy  

Discounted Pricing for Eligible Patients  | Most Insurance Accepted, Including Medicaid & Medicare
www.azahealth.org

Now Offering Telehealth Visits
for your convenience!

Same-day and Telehealth appointments available, 
or schedule your appointment in advance!

Call today for an appointment!

Palatka  (386) 328-8371
1302 River Street

Crescent City  (386) 698-1232
306 Union Avenue

Interlachen  (386) 684-4914
1213 State Road 20

Welaka  (386) 467-3171
405 Elm Street

Dental appointments available, too!  Palatka • 2503 President Street • (386) 328-7638 

www.azahealth.org

