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I
t is springtime in Florida (well, as close to spring as Florida’s weather wackiness allows) 
and that means it is a great time of year to get out and enjoy some sunshine and 
waterway fun.

Some of the best places to do that are within these pages. Our reporters have sought out 
the details for several great Putnam County locations that feature our beautiful waterways. 
From the stunning St. Johns River to Welaka State Forest’s Mud Springs, each of the articles 
within these pages give readers a taste of how to enjoy the natural beauty of our tributaries, 
creeks and lakes.

You’ll get a peek at the wealth of places to launch a boat, cast a line or find out how to 
book a luxury cruise that explores the majestic St. Johns River in Palatka as well as other 
North Florida waterways. Wander the 152 acres of Ravine Gardens State Park and explore 
a spring-fed stream that empties into the mighty river. Catch a glimpse of otters playing in 
the Rodman Reservoir from the shore or rent a boat from a local fish camp or marina and 
get a closer look.

There’s no better way to enjoy Putnam County’s wealth of nature than from its waterways. 
Take a dip into these pages and find some fun, outdoor-friendly places to go.

Casmira Harrison

Editor
Palatka Daily News

Letter from the Editor

Watery fun in Putnam County
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WHAT DO YOU LOVE ABOUT PUTNAM?

Show off the natural beauty of Putnam County. E-mail your photo and brief description to 

positivelyputnamfl @palatkadailynews.com or call Mary Kaye Wells at 312-5210.

All photos must have been taken in Putnam County. Include your name, where photo was taken.

Honoring Interlachen’s Hero

Board OKs elementary 

school name change
By Nick BlaNk

Palatka Daily News

nblank@palatkadailynews.com

A Vietnam War Medal of Honor recipient’s name 

is heading to an elementary school in his hometown 

of Interlachen.

The School Renaming Committee proposed 

changing Interlachen Elementary School’s name to 

Robert H. Jenkins Elementary School, which 

Putnam County School District board members 

unanimously greenlit at their Tuesday meeting.

Jenkins, an Interlachen native and Marine, died in 

See NAME, Page 5A

Submitted photo

Interlachen Elementary School will next school year be renamed after Robert H. Jenkins, a Medal of Honor recipient from the town.

Principals ready to adapt to new normal

SARAH CAVACINI/Palatka Daily News

Phil Leary, who has been appointed the 

interim Crescent City manager, addresses 

city commissioners in March.

Former city, federal 

official accepts 

interim position
By Sarah cavaciNi

Palatka Daily News

scavacini@palatkadailynews.com

CRESCENT CITY – A former Palatka city 

commissioner is poised to take over as new 

interim city manager.

Putnam County native Phil Leary accepted 

the Crescent City manager position and said 

his contract and background check wer

finalized Monday. 

He was the city commission’s top choic

out of four interviewees during the March 2

meeting. The last step before Leary cou

start was a completed background check. 

“Honestly, I had no idea where I wou

stand with the other applicants but though

INTERIM
, Page 5A

MASKS are required in all three offices.

        SATURDAY, 
        SATURDAY, MARCH 13, 2021  

MARCH 13, 2021                         PAGE 1B   

                       PAGE 1B   
CURRENTS CURRENTS 

BY MIKE ADAMSSpecial to the Palatka Daily News

A
s the daylight hours are increasing with later sun-sets, the seasonal clocks of many plants and 

trees, shrubs and native flowers are 
beginning to bud. Redbud, Chickasaw 
plum, Cherokee rose 

Common indicators of the season in Putnam County

Photo courtesy of Jim Bailey

1

Medical Directory 2022-23
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Medi
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Your guide to finding medical 

professionals in our area.
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By Greg Walker
Special to the Palatka Daily News

P
utnam County citizens are fortunate to live just 

footsteps from the St. Johns River and all its 

tributaries. The river’s shores are dotted with marinas, 

public and private ramps to enhance quality time on the 

water. 

There are approximately 29 boat ramps across the entire 

county, which include clear, sand bottom lakes as well. 

The facilities are for all water sports, including fishing, 

swimming, boating, canoeing and kayaking. 

Private marinas offer off-ramps, mooring docks, boat 

rentals, motel rooms, cabins and bait and tackle shops, as 

well as RV hook-ups and concession areas. 

Public ramp facilities available are simply for launching 

and pulling out boats and other watercraft from our local 

water bodies. Parking space varies according to the site and 

some ramp areas also have ample dock space for fishing. 

Palatka’s Riverfront Park is able to accommodate major 

fishing events with its large ramps, docks and parking 

lot. Recent events include Wolfson Children’s Hospital’s 

Annual Bass Tournament, in which more than 400 boats 

have taken part. This year’s event is slated for May 18-20, 

according to the tournament’s website. More information 

about the tournament and how to register can be found at 

https://giving.baptistjax.com/event/wolfson-childrens-bass-

tournament-2023/e410375.

Waterway access points abundant 

across Putnam

Photo by Greg Walker/Palatka Daily News

The public boat ramp is seen at Brown’s Landing in Palatka recently. The ramp is one of many points of entry for boaters to the St. 
Johns River.

https://giving.baptistjax.com/event/wolfson-childrens-bass


 

Your Tax Collector Team... Your Tax Collector Team... 
Proudly Serving Putnam County!Proudly Serving Putnam County!

PalatkaPalatka
312 Oak Street312 Oak Street

Crescent CityCrescent City
115 North Summit St.115 North Summit St.

InterlachenInterlachen
1114 SR 201114 SR 20

386-329-0282 • Mon - Fri • 8:30am - 5pm386-329-0282 • Mon - Fri • 8:30am - 5pm

•  Florida Driver licenses, ID cards and Commercial DLs

• Vehicle and vessel Titles

• Annual license Tag renewals

• Hunting and fishing licenses

•  Birth Certificates - Crescent City and Interlachen

•  Concealed Weapons permits –  Crescent City and 

Palatka

We are your local office for many State services:

Michelle
Crescent City Office

Kathy
Palatka Office

Robert
Interlachen Office

The Palatka riverfront has also been host to the 

Bassmaster Elite Series kick-off for four-years running. 

In 2022, the AFTCO Bassmaster Elite at St. Johns River 

drew at least 100 boats. While this past February’s kick-off 

was held in Lake Okeechobee, local anglers have said they 

anticipate the series’ eventual return to Putnam County.

The Palatka City Dock also serves as home to other, 

locally organized bass tournaments and remains a 

destination point for American Cruise Lines’ eastern U.S. 

river cruise ships.

Just north of Palatka off Hwy. 17, Crystal Cove Marina 

also hosts bass tournaments. The marina’s wide ramps and 

long docks make for easy usage. The marina also offers 

boat rentals, moorings, boat storage, RV hook-ups, a 

tackle & bait shop, motel rooms and a bar and grill. 

Heading south on Hwy. 17, Georgia Boys Fish Camp 

can be found along Dunns Creek. The spot is one of 

Putnam County’s oldest and well-known fish camps. It 

offers a good ramp, fishing and pontoon boat rentals, 

cottages, a bait and tackle shop, snacks, cold drinks and 

ice. 

Photo by Greg Walker/Palatka Daily News

Boaters launch into Dunns Creek at Georgia Boy’s Fish Camp 
in Satsuma recently.
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Renegades on the River 

St. Johns River

1171 County Road 309

Crescent City.

Bass World 

209 Brown’s Fish Camp Road

St. Johns River

Off County Rd. 309.

 

Crescent City Public Ramp

St. Johns River

1 Central Avenue.

Crescent City

 

Lake Stella Public Ramp

519 Central Ave.

Crescent City 

Shell Harbor Public Ramp

St. Johns River

162 Harbor Way

Satsuma, Fl.

 

Welaka Public Ramp

St. Johns River

Elm Street 

Welaka, Fl.

Elgin Grove Public Ramp

St. Johns River

138 Magnolia Ave.

East Palatka 

Pico Road Public Ramp

St. Johns River

135 Pico Road

East Palatka 

Palmetto Bluff Public Ramp

126 Boat Ramp Road

Bostwick, Fl

Brown’s Landing Public Ramp

St. John’s River

4065 Brown’s Landing Road.

Palatka

Lake Ida Public Ramp

127 Ida Blvd.

Interlachen

Lake Grandin Public Ramp

137 Walker Drive

Interlachen

Boll Green Public Ramp

150 Pridgeon Street

Interlachen

Jewell Lake Public Ramp

139 Kitty Avenue

Interlachen

Violet Lake Public Ramp

220 Kitty Avenue

Interlachen

 

Church Lake Public Ramp

221 Kitty Avenue

Interlachen

Photo by Greg Walker/Palatka Daily News

Crystal Cove Marina’s wide ramps and large boat docks, seen here in February, provide another easy access point to the St. Johns 
River.
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Tim Parker

Putnam County 

Property 

Appraiser

The Office of Property Appraiser is part of your 
local county government, serving all of Putnam 
County, both the unincorporated areas and the 
cities of Crescent City, Interlachen, Palatka, 
Pomona Park and Welaka.

The primary responsibility of this office is to set 
a value for every piece of property in Putnam 
County, no matter how big or how small, on the 

appraisal date, which is January 1 of each year.

312 Oak Street, Palatka

386-329-0286

pa.putnam-fl.com

• Property Search  • GIS Mapping

• Exemptions  • Tax Estimator

• Tangible Personal Property

Left: Wolfson Children’s Hospital’s Annual Bass 
Tournament anglers wait at Palatka’s city docks 
to launch into the St. Johns River waterway.

Below: Boaters head toward Memorial Bridge in 
Palatka on a recent sunny day on the St. Johns 
River.

Photo by Greg Walker/Palatka Daily News

Casmira Harrison/Palatka Daily NewsCasmira Harrison/Palatka Daily News

www.pa.putnam-fl.com
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Palatka Daily News Staff

L
ocated southwest of Palatka and near the Ocala 

National Forest, the Rodman Reservoir has evolved 

into a rich ecosystem and popular fishing location for local 

residents and visitors. The site is a sought-after spot for bass 

tournaments, offering trophy bass for pros and amateurs 

alike.

On Feb. 27, 1964, President Lyndon B. Johnson set off 

the explosion marking the beginning of the Cross Florida 

Barge Canal.  President Richard Nixon halted the project in 

1971 and it was officially decommissioned in 1990. Still, the 

remnants of the project still stand today. It’s a place some 

people, like Putnam County Commissioner Larry Harvey, 

have visited since they were young. 

Harvey said he’s been fishing and boating there for 50 

years and hopes other people will take advantage of the 

reservoir. 

“It’s such an environmental treasure we have out there,” 

Harvey said. 

When visiting, try to catch a glimpse of the otters that 

frolic in the waterbody or watch the cormorants hunt for 

their breakfast as a new day dawns over Putnam County.  

The Rodman Reservoir is more formally known as the 

Kirkpatrick Dam. The dam was renamed in 2003 to honor 

the late Sen. George Kirkpatrick, a longtime ally of the 

Rodman Reservoir.

The area attracts more than anglers, with hikers, families 

and school groups using the facilities. The Rodman 

recreation area is free and open to the public. There is a boat 

ramp to the Ocklawaha River, fishing piers, picnic areas and 

restrooms.

There is also Rodman Campground, located near the 

reservoir with more than 60 camping sites that include 

primitive tent sites or 38 sites with power and water 

hookups, according to floridastateparks.org. A two-lane 

boat ramp is located in the campground for campers to use. 

To make reservations, contact the campground at 386-326-

2846 or visit reserve.floridastateparks.org/Web/#!park/57. 

Rodman Reservoir: Nearly 60 years of 

fishing and recreation

File photo/Palatka Daily News

People spend a day in the sun fishing at the Rodman Reservoir. 

www.floridastateparks.org
www.reserve.floridastateparks.org/web/#!park/57


 

The right real estate professional can make a tremendous difference. 

Our sales associates know our market and our area and our 

relationship with our clients is our TOP PRIORITY! That is why 

we are the #1 Real Estate Company in Putnam County. We are 

determined to make you happy with our Real Estate Services so that 

you would be proud to refer our services to your friends and family.

386-328-6716
3400 Crill Avenue, Ste 1 • Palatka, FL

386-698-2313
330 N. Summit St. • Crescent City 

We never stop moving®.

BENBATES.COM

BUYING, SELLING, RENTING OR RELOCATING?
WE ARE YOUR ONE STOP REAL ESTATE SHOP!
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For more information about the Rodman campgrounds, 

visit floridastateparks.org/parks-and-trails/rodman-

campground.

For more information about the Rodman Recreation 

Area, visit floridastateparks.org/parks-and-trails/rodman-

recreation-area.

File photos/Palatka Daily News

Fishing, boating and sightseeing - there’s plenty of relaxing ways to enjoy the Rodman Recreation Area and the waterbodies that surround it.

www.floridastateparks.org/parks-and-trails/rodman
www.floridastateparks.org/parks-and-trails/rodman
www.benbates.com
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The St. Johns River offers 310 miles of recreational 
opportunities and there’s no shortage of fun in Putnam 
County. 

Dock in Palatka to stop by Ravine Gardens State Park, or 
hike your way through the Welaka State Forest in the south 
end of the county. 

These two stops sit along the St. Johns River but people 
don’t even need to get out of the river to make memories. 

There are plenty of boat ramps and marinas to start 
kayaking, canoeing or boating along the St. Johns River. 

These locations include:
 Anderson’s Lodge, 10 Boston St. in Welaka.

 3 Bananas, 11 S. Lake St. in Crescent City.
 Welaka Lodge & Resort, 1001 Front St. in Welaka. 
  Renegade’s on the River, 1171 County Road 309 in 

Crescent City. 
  Bass World Lodge & Marina, 209 Browns Fish Camp 

Road in Crescent City. 
  Crystal Cove Riverfront Resort, 133 Crystal Cove Dr. 

in Palatka. 

Jessica Finch, community engagement coordinator for 
the St. Johns Riverkeeper, said the St. Johns River is Putnam 
County’s largest economic drive. The St. Johns Riverkeeper 
is a privately-funded organization chartered in 1999 to be a 
watchdog and advocate for the river. 

The St. Johns River
A place to play and a place to preserve

File photo/Palatka Daily News

Sunrise on the St. Johns River in Palatka. 

Sarah Cavacini

Palatka Daily News
scavacini@palatkadailynews.com
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REGÍSTRATE AHORA

Inscribir para Votar oInscribir para Votar o
Actualice su InformaciActualice su Informacióón n 

para Votantespara Votantes

para más información 386-329-0224

en línea: www.RegisterToVoteFlorida.gov

en persona: 2509 Crill Ave., Ste 900, Palatka

Register to Vote orRegister to Vote or
Update Your Update Your 

Voter RegistrationVoter Registration

For more information 386-329-0224

Online: www.RegisterToVoteFlorida.gov

In Person: 2509 Crill Ave., Ste 900, Palatka
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File photo/Palatka Daily News

Fog rests on the St. Johns River early one morning in Palatka. 

Finch, a Welaka Town Council member, formerly 
owned the Welaka Lodge & Resort and works to keep the 
community engaged. 

“And with what we have in Putnam, the natural beauty and 
the recreational opportunities, I think we have a chance to 
define our future with the river as our centerpiece,” she said. 

The river flows north starting at Blue Cypress Lake in 
Indian County and it empties into the Atlantic Ocean east 
of Jacksonville, according to the Riverkeeper’s website. The 
massive waterway touches 12 counties and covers an area 
about 9,000 square miles, the agency states. 

If the weather permits, there isn’t a day in Putnam County 
where someone isn’t kayaking, fishing or boating along the 
river. The river is populated with bluegill, catfish, largemouth 
bass and striped bass, which is why south Putnam’s Crescent 
City is known as the “Bass Capital of the World.”

While Finch said it’s great that people take advantage 
of the river’s recreational opportunities, people can also 
help keep the river clean. She encouraged people to visit 
stjohnsriverkeeper.com to learn more about the river and 
become an advocate for its health. 

www.stjohnsriverkeeper.com
www.florida.gov
www.florida.gov
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“It’s a whole ecosystem that you’re putting yourself in the 
middle of, which is great,” Finch said. “I mean, I want people to 
enjoy the river – it’s absolutely the best thing we have here – but 
to be mindful of the environment and the surroundings that 
we’re in.”

People don’t even have to live near the river to help keep it 
clean, she said, because runoff that comes from yards finds its 
way back into Florida’s aquifers. Putnam County residents can 
create a river-friendly yard by planting native plants. 

Finch also recommended people report blue-green algae 
outbreaks or instances of illegal dumping and try to cut back on 
water usage. 

“(It) sounds kind of simple,” she said, “but it actually would be 
an impactful thing for the river.”

To learn more about preserving the St. Johns River visit 
stjohnsriverkeeper.org.

Courtesy of Skydive Palatka
Skydive Palatka gives a new skydiver a few of the St. Johns River 
from above in 2021.

File photo/Palatka Daily News

Boaters relax on the St. Johns River for a day of fishing.

www.stjohnsriverkeeper.org
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The North Georgia Mountains have been known for 

generations as a place to escape and enjoy the simple 
pleasures of life. Long known as the Apple Capital of 
Georgia, the mountain town of Ellijay is gaining notoriety 
as the Southeast’s fastest-growing destination for wine 
aficionados. 

With 17 area tasting rooms and more on the way in 
2023, Ellijay is a wine-lovers dream. The tasting rooms 
here are unpretentious, welcoming and offer a wide 
variety of experiences. Whether you are looking to simply 
sip wine and enjoy the view, experience a barrel room 
tasting, or sample a flight of wines served in decadent 
chocolate cups, Ellijay offers an experience for every 
palate and every party.

When you’re ready to turn in for the night, retreat to a 
luxurious cabin for the perfect night’s rest. Whether you 
want a lake or mountain view, a hot tub, or a fireplace, the 
1,500+ area cabins ensure you will have plenty to choose 
from. Ellijay is also home to almost a dozen private tour 
companies that will pick you up right at your cabin.

Start planning your Ellijay Wine Country getaway 
today by visiting pickellijay.compickellijay.com for trip itineraries, 
cabin recommendations, and everything you need for 
the perfect mountain getaway. Follow us on Facebook, 
Instagram, and TikTok at @PickEllijay for even more trip 
inspiration.

➤ Ellijay’s Mountain Wine Country, continued next 2 pages

WELCOME TO ELLIJAY, GEORGIA’SWELCOME TO ELLIJAY, GEORGIA’S

Mountain Wine CountryMountain Wine Country

1862 Orchard Lane  |  Talking Rock
706.502.1608  |  chateaumeichtry.com

6

Canoe Vineyard 
& Winery

Family Farm

119 Inland Drive  |  Talking Rock 
706-253-WINE  |  www.canoevineyard.com 

4

708 Henry Evans Road  |  Ellijay
706.972.2080  |  buckleyvineyards.com

2 299 Happy Trails Way  |  Jasper
770.893.1111  |  www.cairnviewwinery.com 

32281 Tennis Court Road  |  Blue Ridge
706.223.3750  |  bearclawvineyards.com

1

5704 Clear Creek Road  |  Ellijay
706.698.9463  |  cartecayvineyards.com

5

Cartecay
Vineyards

Wine lovers rejoice! The wineries surrounding 
Ellijay have something for you!

www.pickellijay.com
www.bearclawvineyards.com
www.canoevineyard.com
www.buckleyvineyards.com
www.cartecayvineyards.com
www.cairviewwinery.com
www.chateaumeichtry.com
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201 Vineyard Way  |  Jasper  |  706.692.9463
faintinggoatvineyardsandwinery.com

9

WELCOME TO ELLIJAY, GEORGIA’SWELCOME TO ELLIJAY, GEORGIA’S

Mountain Wine CountryMountain Wine Country

111 River Birch Lane  |  Ellijay
770.315.9121  |  ellijayrivervineyards.com

7 127 Lakeview Road  |  Ellijay
706.635.9463  |  engelheim.com

8

230 Henry Evans Road  |  Ellijay
706.273.1891  |  ottfarmsandvineyard.com

13

COMING IN 2023

1493 Old Flat Branch Road  |  Ellijay 159110 Highway 52 East  |  Ellijay
706.635.2775  |  reecescidercompany.com 

14

www.ellijayrivervineyards.com
www.ottfarmsandvineyard.com
www.engelheim.com
www.reecescidercompany.com
www.faintinggoatvineyardsandwinery.com
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110 Rathgeb Trail  |  Jasper
770.735.1210  |  sharpmountainvineyards.com

17

8660 Blue Ridge Drive  |  Blue Ridge
706.632.3411  |  www.mercier-orchards.com 

MERCIER 
ORCHARDS
FARM WINERY

122317 Highway 382 West  |  Ellijay
678.492.9861  |  grapesandladders.com

11

450 Tipton Trail  |  Morganton
706.623.8463  |  serenberry.com

SERENBERRY 

VINEYARDS

16

WINERY SHUTTLES AVAILABLE  
AE Chariot Services 

706-972-4556 

Ellijay  
Excursions, LLC 
706-972-7401

Full Circle Shuttle  
770-364-3211

Libation 
Transportation  
404-915-9249

SCAN HERE 

Explore our 
beautiful area 

at

PICKELLIJAY.COM 

ELLIJAY

JASPER

BLUE
RIDGE

HW
Y. 5 H

W
Y. 60

HWY. 52HWY. 382

HWY. 136

HWY. 53

H
W

Y.
 5

1
5

9

13

14

15 7

8

12
16

11

17

2

3

5

6

4

1

10

 1. Bear Claw Vineyards

 2.  Buckley Vineyards

 3.  Cairn View Winery

 4. Canoe Vineyard

 5. Cartecay Vineyards

 6.  Chateau Meichtry Family 

Vineyard and Winery

 7.  Ellijay River Vineyards

 8.  Engelheim Vineyards

 9.  Fainting Goat Vineyards  
and Winery

 10. First Mountain Tasting Room

 11. Grapes & Ladders Vineyards 
and Winery

 12. Mercier Orchards Farm 

Winery

 13. Ott Farms & Vineyard

 14. Reece’s Cider Co.

 15. Roo Mountain Vineyards

 16.  Serenberry Vineyards

 17. Sharp Mountain Vineyards

69 N. Main Street  |  Jasper  |  706.301.3929
www.firstmountaintasting.com 10

First Mountain 
Tasting Room

Hoppin Around 
706-889-9650

Murphy’s  
Winery Transport  

404-520-3452

Atlanta

Tennessee North Carolina

Distance to Ellijay from:

Chattanooga, TN - 67 miles 
Atlanta, GA - 78 miles 
Athens, GA - 96 miles
Asheville, NC - 151 miles
Charlotte, NC - 266 miles
Murphy, NC - 41 miles

Searcy Bend Tours 
706-889-0655

North Georgia  
Wine Trips 

706-889-2068

for information 
about our 

wineries & 
vineyards, dining 

choices and 
accommodations!

www.firstmountaintasting.com
www.serenberry.com
www.grapesandladders.com
www.sharpmountainvineyards.com
www.mercier-orchards.com
www.pickellijay.com
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Meander Putnam’s 
main waterway in style

Major domestic cruise line includes stop in Palatka

F
olks strolling Palatka’s riverfront may occasionally notice a rather large vessel 
moored near Riverfront Park and wonder to themselves, “What is this big ship and 

what’s it doing in Palatka?”

American Cruise Lines, which bills itself as the largest domestic cruise line in the U.S., has a fleet 

of 17 riverboats and small cruise ships. Several of the vessels are small enough to navigate Florida’s 

Casmira Harrison

Palatka Daily News
charrison@palatkadailynews.com
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inland waterways, yet large enough to support 

anywhere between 90 and 180 passengers, according to 

the company’s website.

One of the tours available to American Cruise Line 

customers is called the Great Rivers of Florida tour. 

The 8-day/7-night tour features eight Florida stops, 

including Palatka. It begins in Jacksonville and travels 

along the St. Johns River south to Green Cove Springs 

and Palatka, back north to Amelia Island and then 

south along the Tolomato River to St. Augustine. It 

then returns to Jacksonville.

Two of the line’s Southeastern U.S. vessels are listed 

on the company’s website for booking a local luxury 

cruise: The American Star, a Independence Class 

ship which can accommodate up to 90 passengers, 

originally set sail in 2007 and has often been the one 

visitors see moored in the river here. And new to 

the fleet, the American Eagle is expected to host St. 

Johns River tours next year, according to booking 

information on the company’s website. The Coastal Cat 

Class ship can hold up to 100 passengers, the website 

states, and was built with the intention of being nimble 

and stable enough for the sometimes shallow inland 

Florida waterways. 

Alexa Paolella, public relations manager for the 

domestic line, said the company aims to launch two 

Coastal Cats able to navigate Southeast U.S. waterways 

later this year.

“American Eagle & American Glory… begin sailing 

in August and October 2023,” Paolella said in an email. 

“These new Coastal Cats will also begin sailing many 

of our cruises to/from Florida, including the Great 

Rivers of Florida itinerary.”

The American Eagle design boasts 56 “luxury 

staterooms,” 85% of which include private balconies, is 

241-feet long and 56-feet wide. American Cruise Lines 

states that all ships have elevators to each floor and are 

handicap accessible.

Fine dining and casual dining is offered, and the line 

states they often use locally sourced foods in its vessels.

www.ordersonnys.com
www.sonnysbbq.com
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“Our team of master chefs prepares a traditional 

American menu with a regional flair that features 

the freshest local ingredients,” the website states. 

“Fresh foods are brought aboard daily, some from 

the farms and vineyards that we visit along the 

way.”

While the company says prices are subject to 

change, fares, as of March 8 on the website, started 

at $4,125 per person for a standard stateroom on 

the American Star, to $10,295 per person for a 

Grand Suite with private balcony on the American 

Eagle.

For more information, or to book a trip or 

learn more about specific excursions, visit 

AmericanCruiseLines.com or call 800-460-4518.

 Photos Courtesy of American Cruise Lines
ABOVE: The upper decks of the American Eagle Cruise ship 
are expected to feature a walking trail. The line expects this 
ship to launch later this year. RIGHT: Stops on the Great 
Rivers of Florida Cruise.

www.americancruiselines.com
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2120 Reid Street, Palatka • 386-328-3388 

 www.StJohnsPowersports.com

We are your one stop shop for all 
Watersport, Powersport, RV Sales, Service, 

Parts and Accessories.

 Photos Courtesy of American Cruise Lines
The American Eagle Cruise ship, expected to launch later this year, features relaxing blue interior design.

www.stjohnspowersports.com
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Day 1 — Jacksonville

 Be greeted during an onboard Welcome Reception, 

followed by a relaxing afternoon of cruising. 

Day 2 — Green Cove Springs

 Take a narrated journey through this enchanting 

town, known for its warm mineral springs reputed 

to have medicinal qualities and healing powers. 

Day 3 — Palatka

 Sail on a private charter along the St. Johns River. 

Learn about the numerous bird species, alligators, 

and other wildlife that live there. 

Day 4 — Amelia Island

 Discover the unspoiled beauty of Amelia Island. 

Relax on a kayak exploration along waters known 

for their highly reflective properties.

Day 5  — Cruising the Tolomato River

 As you travel to St. Augustine, gaze upon the most 

impressive stretches of inland waterways from the 

sun deck or your private balcony. 

Day 6  — St. Augustine

 With “Henry Flagler” as your guide, experience a 

time in St. Augustine when it was a resort for the 

rich and famous and guests came for the season to 

the “Newport of the South.” Later, explore on the 

Old Town Trolley.

CRUISE HIGHLIGHTS: 

Great Rivers of Florida Cruise

 Photos Courtesy of American Cruise Lines



 

Splash 2023 | 23

Day 7  — Jacksonville

 Aboard an electric 

Tuk Tuk, driven by a 

knowledgeable guide, 

view famous landmarks, 

architectural treasures, 

and hidden gems locals 

may not even know 

about. 

Day 8 — Jacksonville

 Reflect upon your 

amazing journey as you 

enjoy breakfast on board, 

before departing the 

ship. 

SOURCE: AmericanCruiseLines.com

 Photo Courtesy of American Cruise Lines
The design of the American Eagle and American Glory, two of American Cruise Lines’ newest 
cruise ships, is seen here. The ships are expected to launch later this year and may soon 
after be seen on the St. Johns River.

www.cruiselines.com
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Visit Welaka State Forest and 
Ravine Gardens State Park

Relax and unwind with Relax and unwind with 
blossoming flowers and blossoming flowers and 
a slice of natural landsa slice of natural lands
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W
hether people want to step back into Old Florida or experience the beauty of 

majestic gardens, Putnam County’s got just the places. 

Welaka State Forest

Head down to South Putnam in Welaka, 17 miles south of Palatka, to the Welaka 

State Forest. Here, people can swim, bike, camp, go horseback riding, hike and fish 

along the east bank of the historic St. Johns River. 

Sarah Cavacini

Palatka Daily News
scavacini@palatkadailynews.com
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The State Forest “is one of the 

best-preserved natural sections of 

the St. Johns River,” according to the 

Florida Department of Agriculture 

and Consumer Services. The forest is 

home to river swamps, pine flatwoods, 

sandhills and flatwoods lakes, the 

department states. Take a dip into Mud 

Springs, which reportedly “empties 

13,750 gallons per hour of clear spring 

water into a half-mile spring run that 

flows into the St. John’s River.”

In 1935, the federal government 

began the Welaka Forestry and 

Wildlife Conservation Project on a 

State of Florida fish hatchery site. It 

was later transferred, according to 

the state agency, to the University of 

Florida as the “University of Florida 

Conservation Reserve, Welaka” for 

researchers to study forestry and 

wildlife.

In 1992, the state department states, 

the property lease was transferred 

from the University of Florida to the 

Florida Forest Service to manage as a 

state forest.

File photos/Palatka Daily News

On pages 24-25: Welaka State Forest’s Mud Springs is seen in 2022. TOP: A 
narrow walkway leading from a lake to Mud Springs in the Welaka State Forest. 
ABOVE: Courtesy of the Florida Forest Service. A map of the Welaka State Forest.



 

Corky Bell’s Seafood @ Gator Landing
185 South Highway 17 • East Palatka, FL 32131

386-325-1094 / 386-329-9300
Sunday-Thursday 11am-9pm; Friday-Saturday 11am-10pm

Come by boat or come by car, our great food is never too far!

TAKE OUT AVAILABLE

Perfectly located at Gator Landing on the St. John’s River. Come by 

and enjoy a drink on the patio along with a perfectly delectable

dish of fried, broiled, blackened or grilled fish and shellfish.

Check out Thursday afternoon Bass Tourneys April - July
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“Keeping The FirsT CoasT Clean sinCe 1983”

BEST
PRESSURE WASHING

•pressure Washing •WindoW Cleaning 

•soFT Wash rooF Cleaning

•guTTer Clean ouT •ChurCh sTeeples

www.palatkapressurewashing.com

Sunshine Sunshine 
      CLEANING SERVICE      CLEANING SERVICE

386-328-3017386-328-3017

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

FREE ESTIMATES

The forest is open from sunrise to sunset and a 

day pass can be bought for $2. An annual pass for 

all Florida state parks can be purchased for $45. 

All passes can be purchased at fdacs.gov/Forest-

Wildfire/Our-Forests/State-Forests/State-Forest-

Recreation/Passes-and-Reservations. 

“Welaka State Forest is part of the Bartram 

Trail in Putnam County, which follows the route 

of William Bartram’s travels via waterway, hiking, 

biking and driving routes,” the state department 

said online. 

Welaka State Forest offers hiking trails up to 4.5 

miles, a 6-mile equestrian route named Sandhill 

Horse Trail and a path to observe the scenery 

from inside a vehicle called Indian Pond Road. 

People hoping to be a little more adventurous 

can take part in the state forest’s primitive 

camping options. Make camping reservations at 

floridastateforests.reserveamerica.com. 

File photos/Palatka Daily News

The Welaka State Forest Education Trail map welcomes visitors.

www.fdacs.gov/forest
www.floridastateforests.reserveamerica.com
www.palatkapressurewashing.com
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Ravine Gardens State Park 

Opened July 4, 1933, the Palatka state park is most 

known for its blossoming azalea plants. 

The park is located at 1600 Twigg St. and offers 152 

acres of sloping ravines, a spring-fed stream that flows 

into the St. Johns River and plenty of picnic spots. 

While peak azalea season is from January to March, 

according to the state park’s website, there’s plenty to see 

all year. The park is open 365 days, including holidays, 

8 a.m. to sundown and the Ravine Loop Drive is open 

to vehicles from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily, according to the 

park’s website. 

People can bicycle on the gardens’ 1.8-mile loop, which 

is closed to vehicles one hour before sunset but remains 

open for pedestrians, bicycles and wheelchairs. Take 

a hike on trails like the Springs Trail, which is labeled 

“moderate,” and includes narrow paths and stone stairs, 

or hike the “strenuous” Azalea Trail which includes 

numerous stone stair, slope changes and suspension 

bridges but features an “unbeatable view of the ravines,” 

the state park’s website explains.  

Admission is $5 per vehicle, exact change only, or $4 

for a single-occupant vehicle. Pedestrian prices are $2 per 

person. 

Ravine Gardens used to be city-maintained and was 

home to the Miss Azalea Queen beauty pageant that 

coincided with Palatka’s Azalea Festival.

“In January 1970, the gardens were deeded to the 

Florida Internal Improvement Trust Fund and Ravine 

Gardens officially became a Florida State Park,” the state 

park’s website shows. “Ravine Gardens State Park is one 

of the nine New Deal-era state parks in Florida”

File photos/Palatka Daily News

This promenade in Ravine Gardens State Park is a place fit for wedding and event photos.
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3902 Crill Ave., Suite 3, Palatka, FL 32177

420 N. Palm Ave., Palatka 

386-328-8881Like 

us on www.beckfordlinc.com

Flexible, fun, 

capable - this 

pickup is breaking 

all the stereotypes. 

With endless 

customizations 

opportunities, a 

roomy interior & 

the technology 

you need, the Ford 

Maverick® is made 

for people who 

never knew they 

needed a truck.Make it with Maverick™

You can’t take it with  

you...so leave it with us

Discount Mini Storage
St Johns

790 State Road 207

E Palatka, FL 32131

P 904-692-2250

F 904-692-1243

dmsstjohns@prormi.com 

www.dmsstjohns.com

Ken Henley, Agent

119 North 4th Street

Palatka, FL  32177

Bus: 386-328-1523

ken.henley.ieu1@statefarm.com

Just ask our 40 million State Farm® customers.

With State Farm behind you, you can look forward 
to what’s ahead.
Like 97% customer satisfaction with claims — 
plus discounts up to 40%.*

GET TO A BETTER STATE.™  CALL ME TODAY.

 1103158.1     *Discounts may vary state to state. Based on a 2008 internal State Farm claims department national study. State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Who’s got  your back - Who’s got  your back - 
and your back pocket!and your back pocket!

File photos/Palatka Daily News

Overhead view of fountain in Ravine Gardens State Park.

www.dmsstjohns.com
www.beckfordlinc.com
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Palatka Memorial Palatka Memorial 
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4070 Silver Lake Drive4070 Silver Lake Drive
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386-325-3870386-325-3870

InterlachenInterlachen
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When life’s journey comes to an end... When life’s journey comes to an end... We all need a helping hand.We all need a helping hand.
“Our Family Serving Yours for the Past 70 Years.”“Our Family Serving Yours for the Past 70 Years.”

420 N. Palm Avenue

Palatka, FL 

 386-385-5533
http://www.quicklane.com/store.html?dealer=QL860

* See Quick Lane Manager for details.  Quick Lane is registered trademark of Ford Motor Company. 

We service all makes and models!

$$59599595
•    Synthetic Blend Oil Change •    Synthetic Blend Oil Change 

Up to 5 Quarts Up to 5 Quarts 
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• Brake Inspection • Brake Inspection 
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• Fluid Top-Off• Fluid Top-Off
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218 St. Johns Avenue, Downtown Palatka • 386-530-2115
Visit us on our website www.gemcitycottage.com

Gem Gem City CottageCity Cottage

Local art. Local authors.
Comics • Collectibles • Jewelry • T-Shirts • Wreaths
Framing • Alterations • Classes • Unique Gift Shop

Celebrating 9 Years!

506 Madison St. • Palatka, FL 32177 • (386) 325-1734
ST. LIC.# FED16-000004

For Boat, Auto, Home, Airplane or Business...

Even after becoming a state-maintained park, the 

park system still hosted the beauty pageant at the park’s 

amphitheater until its final year at the park in 1979. 

It’s not likely visitors will see a beauty pageant going 

on today at Ravine Gardens, but there’s still plenty of 

beauty to see with the blooming flowers and intricate 

landscapes. 

For more information about the park and upcoming 

events, visit  floridastateparks.org/parks-and-trails/

ravine-gardens-state-park or call (386) 329-3721. 

Check out the state park’s Facebook page for the latest 

happenings at facebook.com/ravinegardens. 

File photos/Palatka Daily News

Left: Azaleas bloom along a walking path. Right: A suspension bridge in Ravine Gardens State Park is seen here in 2020. 

www.gemcitycottage.com
www.floridastateparks.org/parks-and-trails
www.facebook.com/ravinegardens
www.themastersfuneralhomes.com
http://www.quicklane.com/store.html?dealer-q1860
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Archives/ Palatka Daily News
Left to Right: Attendees watch a Miss Azalea Queen beauty pageant from the 1970s, which was held at Ravine Gardens State Park’s 
amphitheater. A Miss Azalea Queen beauty pageant winner smiles for a photo in the 1970s. A Miss Azalea Queen beauty pageant 
winner talks to a younger contestant after the contest is over.
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