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Service members make numerous sacrifices in defense of their countries. While the debts to
service members may never be the kind that can be repaid in full, paying tribute to veterans,
on Veterans Day and throughout the year, can be a great way to show them just how much
their efforts are appreciated.

Veterans Day begins with Armistice Day

Veterans Day is a byproduct of the end of World
War I, when Germany and the Allied Nations signed
the Treaty of Versailles, formally ceasing fighting and
establishing terms of peace. On Nov. 11, 1919, the
first anniversary of the signing of the treaty, the first
Armistice Day events were held. Armistice Day was
initially a legal holiday to honor the end of World War
I only, states History.conj. The United States Congress
passed a resolution in 1926 for an annual observance,
and Nov. 11 became a national holiday starting in
1938. However, in 1954, after the country had been
embroiled in both World War II and the Korean War,
Congress amended the Act of 1938 by renaming the
commemoration “Veterans Day” to honor veterans of
all wars.

Veterans Day in October?

According to Military.con, for a short time,
thanks to the Uniform Holiday Bill, which in 1968

established three-day weekends for federal employees
by celebrating national holidays on Mondays, Veterans
Day was moved to the fourth Monday of October —
the first being Oct. 25, 1971. However, many people
did not agree with this decision, continuing to honor
the holiday on the original date. In 1975, President

Gerald Ford signed a new law that returned Veterans
Day to Nov. 11 beginning in 1978. Since then,
parades, memorial events, volunteer efforts, and other
celebrations revolving around veterans have been held
on Nov. 11.

Veterans around the world

Many countries, including the United States,
celebrate veterans on or near Nov. 11. America’s
closest neighbor to the north, Canada, commemorates
veterans on Remembrance Day (also Nov.11), as does
the United Kingdom. Britain also has Remembrance
Sunday, which is the second Sunday of November.
Remembrance Day also is called Poppy Day, when
people of the Commonwealth member states wear a red
poppy flower in honor of military members who have
died in the line of duty.

Paying tribute

Veterans Day and its sister holidays mark the
honoring of veterans of all wars, with a particular focus
on living veterans. It is a day to celebrate the dedication
and selflessness of hardworking military men and
women.

Article and photo courtesy of
Metro Creative Graphics
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Photo courtesy of Meri Rees
Airman Anna Rose Gornto Bishop Christensen serves in the U.S. Air Force as a radio operator in the early 1950s at Pope Air
Force Base in North Carolina.
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By Sarah Cavacini
Palatka Daily News

enlisted in the U.S. Air Force on the heels of a federal
act that permanently gave women a place in the
military.

It’s been 72 years since one Florahome woman

Veteran Anna Rose Gornto Bishop Christensen,
90, was born in Grandin and grew up in Palatka. She
graduated from Palatka High School in 1949 and enlisted
in the Air Force one year later.

“All of my family - men - had been military people,”
Christensen said. “And I always wanted to be one, too.

MAKING HER OWN PATH

While she said the rest of her family before her had
been Navy men, she chose a different branch of service.

Christensen enlisted shortly after President Harry
Truman signed the Women's Armed Services Integration
Act of 1948 during the Korean War.

“Before the Korean War, women serving in the U.S.
armed forces did vital wartime work, but then went back
to domestic life in peacetime,” according to the National
Museum of the United States Air Force.

“Based on the value of women's World War II
contributions, the Army asked in 1946 that women be
made a permanent part of the military”

Initially, women were allowed to comprise only 2% of
the total Air Force, the museum states.

Christensen became one of just a few women to serve
in a key position for the branch, said her daughter, Meri
Rees.

See ANNA ROSE page 8
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Marlyn Albritton - Army

Melanie Bland
Mother - Army

Husband - Marines

Brenda Bridges
Father - Navy
Father-in-law - Navy

Tammy Chaney
Father-in-law - Army
Brother-in-law - Army

Robert Cooper

Father - Coast Guard
National Guard

Nephew - Marines

Tammy Crabtree
Husband - Coast Guard

Lisa Fells
Sons - Army
Nephews - Navy

Trish Foster
Father - Army

Nephew - Air Force

James Gardner
Navy - National Guard
Father - Army

Mechelle Head
Grandfather - Navy

Lori Heard
Grandfather - Army

Eunice Hendley
Son - Marines
Son - Army

Barbara Hinkle
Son - Air Force

Eva Hottinger
Grandson - Army
Grandson - Marines
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- You*]TaggCt"ll ector; Teamr.... Pm”"dly‘ eyingtitia

INVEHO©SE

Linda Myers

Father - Air Force
Sister - Air Force

Kim Preu
Brother - Air Force
Father-in-law - Navy
Darrin Rembert - Army
Grandfather - Army
Father - Air Force

Elio Rodriquez
Uncle - Army

Rose Wilkinson
Son - Marines
Richard Vinson - Army
Grandfather - Army
Brother - Army

Wendy Williams
Grandfather - Army

Victoria Yingst
Father - Air Force
Father-in-Law - Marines
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Photo courtesy of Meri Rees
Putnam County woman Meri Rees (left) stands with her mother and Air Force Veteran Senior Airman Anna Rose Gornto

Bishop Christensen in June at the Northeast Women Veterans Recognition Gala.

“At that time it was the Korean War, and I just felt like I She said the Pope colonel requested an honors

needed to contribute because the rest of my family had and  student from the Kessler base and, at about 19 years old,
I wanted to also,” Christensen said. Christensen got the spot.

The Air Force veteran worked as a radio operator with When asked if she was intimidated to be one of a few
Morse Code and radiotelephone. Christensen said she women serving at the Pope base, she said, “no.”
graduated with honors from Kessler Air Force Base in

Mississippi and was later stationed at Pope Army Airfield, “Nothing intimidated me,” Christensen added with a
or the Pope Air Force base in North Carolina. laugh.

See ANNA ROSE page 10
F¢ SALUTE ¢ 8 Noverb
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AN NA HUSE continued from page 8

She enjoyed working as a radio operator, specifically
working in radio security because Christensen said she
sent and received messages at the Pope base.

“I really wasn't aware of what a lot of the messages were
because it was all top secret, but I felt like I was doing my
part,” she said.

The veteran was discharged from the Air Force after
becoming pregnant with

said as she started to get choked up. “These were just
people caught up in a war, right?”

Rees also saw German residents with numbers tattooed
on their wrists, permanent reminders of the Holocaust.

“It leaves an impression on you and to think that our
country liberated them ...I guess, to me, it was just (a)
sense of pride that I was an American,” Rees said.

Rees, who was born in
1953. Christensen said at
that time women who were
pregnant could not serve in
the military.

Still, she stayed connected
to the military because her
first husband, Rees’ father,
served, as did her second
husband, son and stepson.

A CHILDHOOD OF
HISTORY

Rees grew up in Germany
for part of her childhood,
because her father was
stationed there, but
bounced around to multiple
bases and schools. She said
she attended three different
schools just in the first
grade.

Rees called all the
traveling “an adventure”
Even though she did not
make the childhood friends
that other children made
because her family moved
so often, she had a different experience.

Christensen’s daughter remembers living in Germany
and seeing the history that other children only read about
in books. Rees recalled her parents making friends with
an older German couple and the man was a German
soldier when he was younger.

“I remember them talking about his experiences and
he's (saying), you know, “‘We had to do what we were
ordered to do’ (with) tears streaming down his face,” Rees

EVERLASTING PRIDE

Germany was still
rebuilding, she said, when
her family lived there.
American pride was
strong on the base, Rees
added. Every day at 5 p.m.
the whole base stopped
as people lowered the
American flag. People in
uniform saluted, cars came
to a stop and children
stopped playing to honor
the flag.

Even when Rees went
to see a movie on the
base, the national anthem
played before each movie
and moviegoers stood for
the song.

Rees said she’s proud to
come from a family who
served in the U.S. military.
It gives her a sense of
patriotism and pride for
being an American.

Photo courtesy of Meri Rees
Airman Anna Rose Gornto (pictured here) served in the
U.S. Air Force in the early 1950s.

Rees, who also lives in
Putnam County, is the regent for the William Bartram
Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution and
the director of the Putnam County Genealogical Society.

Not only is she a proud American citizen, but Rees also
feels proud to live in Putnam because of how veterans are
honored in the community.

“I think it makes me feel good that our county
recognizes the gift that (veterans) have sacrificed, given
for us,” Rees said.
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To our country's past, present, and future veterans,

Thank You!

“There Is a certain enthusiasm in liberty, that makes human nature
rise above itself, in acts of bravery and heroism.”

-Alexander Hamilton

Happy Veterans Day!

COOPERATIVE, I NC.

5 Seminole Electric
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Daniel Egitto/Palatka Daily News
Boyd Paquin stands beside a collage of photos and news clips commemorating his service in World War |l.

By Daniel Egitto
Palatka Daily News

ore than 80 years later, Boyd Paquin still recalled. “You like an airplane that’s built to take damage.”
remembers one of his toughest missions during Paquin, a Pomona Park man who recently celebrated
World War II. his 100th birthday; is full of both light and dark memories

of the three years that he served in the second World War.
The former lead bombardier’s squadron had flown

several hours to an oil field in Czechoslovakia only to Drafted into the Army three days after his birthday in
discover that enemy forces had set up their best anti- 1942, Paquin said he never intended on becoming a lead
aircraft gunners there. Paquin said the gunners inflicted bombardier responsible for dropping the first bomb on a
serious damage on his plane, but it could have been target during his squadron’s missions.

worse.

“I was interested in becoming an officer,” he said.
“Over a couple hundred holes, and nobody got hurt,” he ~ “That’s all I intended to be”

See BOYD page 14
He SALUTE % 12 November 10, 2022



THANKYOU.

GOMMITMENT

YOUR

GOURAGE.

AND YOUR

GONTRIBUTION.

On Veterans Day, Georgia-Pacific is proud to honor the men
and women who have served in the U.S. Armed Forces.

We honor you today, and we pledge to remember
your commitment forever.
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BI]YI] continued from page 12

Photos courtesy of the Paquin family

Boyd Paquin, of Pomona Park, recently celebrated his 100th birthday. He was drafted in to the Army at 20 years old in 1942,
eventually becoming lead bombardier for a squadron of 12 aircraft.

Paquin said he passed a test to become an aviation
cadet after being drafted and trained at bases in several
states.

Even in the United States, Paquin said service always
had its hazards. He recalled one instance where another
pilot mistook a sheep pen for a target and accidentally
killed an entire flock of the animals.

“We had to eat mutton for a month,” the bombardier
recalled.

Paquin said he went to a base in England after several

months of training. There, he was promoted to become
the lead bombardier for a squadron of 12 aircraft holding
over 100 troops in total.

He said some of the most “harrowing” moments were
when his pilot had to fly through fog, which made it
impossible to see out of the plane’s windows.

“They would fly solely on instruments,” Paquin said.

Another time, Paquin said he almost lost his life when
his plane’s autopilot malfunctioned while flying over the
ocean.

See BOYD page 16
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Bl]YIl continued from page 14
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Photos courtesy of the Paquin family

Clockwise from top right: Boyd Paquin stands in uniform during World War Il; Paquin and his late wife, Edith, smile for the camera;
newspaper clippings are seen within a collage of Paquin's family made for his 10-0th birthday.

“You were going along and all of the sudden the

daring friend getting into a scuffle with another man over
airplane would go into a dive,” he said.

a woman.

The airman said his plane would have crashed if the

pilot hadn’t been wearing a seatbelt, which prevented him
from being thrown into the air.

“He got beat up so bad, they had to (carry) him home,
he recalled. “He laughed the whole time.”

Paquin’s son, Boyd Paquin Jr., takes care of the veteran
now at their South Putnam home. He said he met several

members of his father’s squadron when they used to meet
every year to reminisce.

Paquin also said he flew out three times on D-Day, but
was unable to drop any bombs because smoke from the
fighting made it impossible to tell friend from foe.

Paquin spoke most fondly of the other troops in his

“They all stayed in touch because they went through
squadron. He laughed as he remembered one particularly

hell together;” Boyd Paquin Jr. said.

S SALUTE % 16 November 10,202
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Quincy Masters, owner of the Masters Funeral Homes and son of WWII veterans, and Ted Rodda, Jr., manager of Palatka Memorial Gardens and past commander
and current Judge Advocate of American Legion Post #45 in Palatka, stand beside the plaque the Masters family erected in the Palatka Memorial Gardens to
honor veterans.

Masters Funeral Home, LLC

* Family owned and operated by the Masters family for 69 years
* Knowledgeable and most experienced family in obtaining Military Honors and VA benefits
* Caring and helpful staff

* For 44 years, we have honored veterans at the annual Memorial Day services we instituted
in Palatka Memorial Gardens

Your most uniquely qualified funeral home to serve veterans and their families

Palatka Chapel Palatka Memorial Gardens Interlachen Chapel
3015 Crill Avenue 4070 Silver Lake Dr., Palatka 1207 Hwy. 20

386-325-4564 386-325-3870 386-684-4177
On-site Crematory Perpetual Care Cemetery Since 1973

Veteran
Specialist
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emorial Day and
Veterans Day  each
honor the military, though
the two holidays are not the
same. Memorial Day, which is
celebrated annually on the last
Monday in May, honors the
brave men and women who
lost their lives while serving in
the American military. Many
communities host memorial
ceremonies honoring their
fallen soldiers on Memorial
Day, ensuring such soldiers’
bravery and sacrifices are
never forgotten. While many
people now view Memorial
Day weekend as the unofficial
start of summer, the weekend
should not be celebrated
without also pausing to reflect
on and recognize the military
personnel who lost their lives
in defense of freedom and the
American way of life.
Veterans Day is celebrated

annually on Nov. 11 and
recognizes all men and women
who have served in the military.
Veterans Day  coincides
with  Remembrance Day,
which is a celebrated by the
Commonwealth of Nations, an
association of 53 member states
with connections to the British
Empire. Though Veterans Day
and Remembrance Day are
each celebrated on Nov. 11, the
latter recognizes armed forces
members who died in the line
of duty, making it more similar
to Memorial Day than Veterans
Day. It's not uncommon for
people to recognize fallen
soldiers on Veterans Day,
but many use the holiday to
express their appreciation to
existing veterans.

Article and photo courtesy of
Metro Creative Graphics

i

ervice members and their families make

many sacrifices to protect the lives and
freedoms of their fellow citizens. The following
are three unique ways to give back to these
selfless men and women, who often benefit
greatly from even the simplest of gestures.

1. Serve as a driver for veterans.
Unfortunately, many service members return
from overseas missions with disabilities,
some of which prevent them from driving.
Adults who want to help service members can
serve as drivers for veterans who can’t drive
themselves.

2. Donate your airline miles.

By donating airline miles to military families,
ordinary adults can ensure injured servicemen
and -women can still see their families during
difficult times in their lives.

3. Sponsor a service dog.

A significant percentage of veterans return
home with post-traumatic stress disorder,

or PTSD. PTSD has been linked to a host of
conditions, including depression and anxiety.
However, programs such as Companions for
Heroes, an organization that places service
dogs with veterans, has helped many veterans
successfully cope with PTSD.

Y SALUTE ¢ 1S November 10, 2022
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celebrate * honor * remember

On Veterans Day, we pay tribute to those who fought and
made the ultimate sacrifice for our country. Their courage and
‘ﬁ service will never be forgotten, and we owe them and their
loved ones;a debt of gratitude that can never be repaid. Let us
ps always remember their dedication, heroism and legacy.
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Lead ¢ Insulated Copper ¢ Litho ¢ Steel & Cast Iron ¢ E-Scrap

108 Seaboard Dr, Palatka  386-3206-60061

(Hwy 17N on I'ight, 1 mile NOI’th Of Hwy 19) Open Monday - Friday 8am - 4:15pm ¢ Closed Saturday & Sunday
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Photo submitted by Edw-ord Houk
Army Tst Sgt. Edward Houck stands in front of where his battalion set up camp in Irag during the Gulf War.

Devoting his life to the military
Army soldier earned Bronze Star for Gulf War service

By Brandon D. Oliver
Palatka Daily News

n 1971, Palatka resident Edward Houck was living service and even more time working in the private sector
I the life he wanted. He'd recently gotten engaged. at a military base, originally had no intention of joining
He'd dropped out of college and begun working in the military at all.
construction to fund his life with his soon-to-be bride.
Everything was great, he thought. Prematurely leaving college, however, put him on the

military’s radar. At the time, Houck said, colleges were
Then, with the Vietnam War in full swing, he received =~ required to report to the federal government the names
a letter informing him hed been drafted into the Army. of men who dropped out. After he received his draft
letter, he managed to enlist via the Delayed Enlistment
Houck, who would eventually spend 21 years in the Program.

See EDWARD page 24
H¢ SALUTE ¢ 22 November 10, 2022



a Hoimes &
OUNG, JBAS

ttorneys [\
at Law | °
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The attorneys, office and staff of Holmes & Young,
P.A. recognize, salute and thank our Veterans for
their service and sacrifices for their nation .
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EDWAHD continued from page 22

“I had no desire (to join),” Houck said. “I hadn’t even
thought about it. ... (The Delayed Enlistment Program)
gave me three or four months to get my affairs in order
before I reported (for duty)”

So, toward the end of 1971, Houck left his Kirby Street
apartment for basic training in Fort Knox, Kentucky,
where he excelled.

“(My superior) said, ‘Everyone in your class is going
to Germany,” Houck said. “He told the other class
commander his group was going to Hawaii and stateside.
(My classmates) were very happy. They were like me. I
could not wait to call my wife and tell her”

Houck avoided getting shipped to Vietnam, but he
found himself in the throes of the Cold War. He was
stationed at Bayreuth

Houck said his father
demanded order, discipline
and accountability, which
gave him a leg up when
drill sergeants barked
orders and demanded his
best. As for the physical
aspect of boot camp, his
prior profession was a great
learning tool.

“To me, basic training
was no big deal,” he said. “I
was working construction
work before I was drafted,
so basic training was no
big deal”

After basic training,
he went to Advanced
Individual Training at
Fort Eustis in Newport
News, Virginia, to train
to become a helicopter
mechanic. Throughout
basic and individual
training, Houck said, the
threat of being deployed
loomed over everyone’s
heads.

At one point, his concerns almost became a reality.
Houck and the other class commander at his individual
training were called to their superior’s office and told
they would soon be shipping out to Vietnam. Houck’s
wife was beside herself, he said, but he was going to
bravely face his future.

But to the delight of HoucK’s class — and his family
and friends — their orders were changed some days later.

Airfield in Western
Germany, about a
45-minute flight from the
northeast border with
Eastern Germany.

Despite his proximity
to communist Germany,
Houck said, he enjoyed his
time in Europe. He and his
wife traveled often when
he wasn’t working. When
he was working, which
involved flying along the
border to look out for
suspicious activities, there
was rarely any cause for
alarm.

However, Bayreuth was
put on high alert after five
soldiers conducting an
on-foot reconnaissance
patrol along the border
accidentally found
themselves in Eastern
Germany.

Photo submitted by Edward Houck
Army 1st Sgt. Edward Houck, who was in the military from
1971 to 1992, stands in his army uniform.

"The soldier in charge
got lost," Houck said. "He
was having trouble reading
a map, and he crossed into Communist Germany."

Because Houck's Apache helicopter had no stars or
other markings on it, he was ordered to fly across the
border to retrieve the lost soldiers. Houck carried out the
mission without incident, he said, and he never felt he
was in danger during his time at the base.

But Houck didn’t avoid conflict during his military
career. From 1989 until he retired from the Army in

See EDWARD page 26
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We take this moment to honor those
who served our nation and are now
serving with us to protect our com-
munity, as well as all of our residents
who answered the call to protect our
freedoms both home and abroad.
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HONORING THOSE WHO SERVED B |
IN TIMES OF WAR & PEACE IN

ORDER TO PRESERVE THOSE

FREEDOMS WE HOLD SO DEAR.

“Trusted Friends in Time Of Need”

Johnson-Overturf

FUNERAL HOMES & CREMATORY

www.JohnsonOverturfFunerals.com

307 South Palm Avenue Like 1230 Hwy 20 West
Palatka, FL 32177 Us On ‘f Interlachen, FL 32148
(386) 325-4521 ) (386) 684-3360

402 Cypress Avenue, Crescent City, FL 32112
(386) 698-1621
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www.johnsonoverturffunerals.com

EDWABD continued from page 24

1991, Houck was part of the 4th Battalion 299th Flying
Tigers Regiment. The regiment was deployed to Kuwait for
about a month before crossing into Iraq during the Gulf
War.

"We knew the possibilities," he said. "We were an Apache
battalion. We knew it was coming, but we didn't know if
we'd be a part of that. It's just part of being in the military."

For four months, Houck and his battalion advanced
about 100 miles into Iraq

family across the world, Houck confessed. It was time to
put down roots, watch his family flourish and consider the
career options available to him in the private sector.

"I think it was time to get out, and I can't be in the
Army my whole life," Houck said. "The older I am, the less
attractive I am to the civilian workforce."

After being honorably discharged, Houck spent four
years working at US Helicopter flight school in Ozark,
Alabama. He then returned to Fort Rucker to work as a
civilian at the flight school,

conducting road security. By
this time, he had advanced to
the rank of 1st sergeant and
was responsible for making
sure his subordinates carried
out their duties efficiently and
making sure his superiors had
everything they needed to get
their jobs done.

His time there was not without
danger, and his heroics and cool
head under pressure earned him
a Bronze Star.

When on patrol in Iraq, the
battalion spotted a white Toyota
pickup truck circling them.
Most people might not find that
particular vehicle to be out of
the ordinary, but U.S. soldiers
in Iraq knew the enemy put
explosives in those trucks to ram
into American vehicles.

which trains not only
American soldiers, but

also soldiers from Saudi
Arabia, the Netherlands and
numerous South American
countries, among others.

It was a job he loved, and
he continued working there
until his retirement on June
30 of this year. He still lives
in Fort Rucker today.

Houck, 72, looks back
fondly on his time in the
military, crediting it with
providing a life for him
and his family, which has
expanded to include five
granddaughters, one great-
granddaughter and a great-
grandson.

The Army also gave him a

"We had a couple instances
when those Toyota pickup trucks
would circle us,” Houck said. "He
got a little too close, and we shot
at him. I had no idea whatsoever
that I was going to receive a
Bronze Star. I didn't feel like I did anything to deserve that.
I really didn't."

a combat zone.

After his tour in Iraq was finished, Houck went back
to Germany. And in 1991 - when his older daughter was
graduating from high school and looking for colleges and
his younger daughter got engaged — Houck decided it was
time to say goodbye to active service.

Twenty-one years had been a long time to move his

The Bronze Star Medal, sen here, is a United States Armed Forces
decoration awarded to members for either heroic achievement,
heroic service, meritorious achievement, or meritorious service in

chance to see the world and
form a camaraderie with the
Flying Tigers that remains
just as strong today. He
recently attended a reunion
with the group in The
Villages, and earlier this year,
some of them went on a fishing trip in Canada.

File photo

While getting drafted into the military was not ideal,
Houck said, he is fortunate for it and the blessings he has
received because of it.

"I would have been a lot less financial working in
construction,” Houck said. "I think I was very lucky to be
drafted and get into the military doing something I really
enjoyed doing."
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DID YOU KNOW?

Veterans Day in the United States
and Remembrance Day in Canada are
celebrated annually in November to
honor the many individuals who have
served in each country’s military. That
figure is a sizable one in the United
States, as data from the Department of
Veterans Affairs indicates there were
around 19 million U.S. military veterans
in 2021.
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B Food Truck and Live Music
Fridays and Saturdays

E®A

Wed & Thurs 3 pm-10 pm

Just 7 blocks West of the riverfront!
120 South 7th St Palatka Florida Fii 3pm A1 pm.sanpm A1 pm

COMMERCIAL
CLEANING SERVICE FREE ESTIMATES

7 &mm RESIDENTIAL AND

386-328-3017 [www.azaleacitybrewing.com  Sun{pm-7 pm-Closed Mon & Tues

Matt R

Putnam County Clerk of Circuit Court & Compfro” r
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Patrick Semansky/Associated Press
National Guard members take a staircase toward the U.S. Capitol building before a rehearsal for President-elect Joe Biden's Presidential Inauguration
in Washington, Jan. 18, 2021.

By Lolita C. Baldor
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Soldiers are leaving the Army
National Guard at a faster rate than they are enlisting,
fueling concerns that in the coming years units around
the country may not meet military requirements for
overseas and other deployments.

For individual states, which rely on their Guard
members for a wide range of missions, it means some
are falling short of their troop totals this year, while
others may fare better. But the losses comes as many are
facing an active hurricane season, fires in the West and
continued demand for units overseas, including combat
tours in Syria and training missions in Europe for
nations worried about threats from Russia.

According to officials, the number of soldiers retiring
or leaving the Guard each month in the past year
has exceeded those coming in, for a total annual loss
of about 7,500 service members. The problem is a
combination of recruiting shortfalls and an increase in
the number of soldiers who are opting not to reenlist
when their tour is up.

The losses reflect a broader personnel predicament

across the U.S. military, as all the armed services
struggled this year to meet recruiting goals. And they
underscore the need for sweeping reforms in how the
military recruits and retains citizen soldiers and airmen
who must juggle their regular full-time jobs with their
military duties.

Maj. Gen. Rich Baldwin, chief of staft of the Army
National Guard, said the current staffing challenges
are the worst he's seen in the last 20 years, but so
far the impact on Guard readiness is “minimal and
manageable”

“However, if we don’t solve the recruiting and
retention challenges we're currently facing, we will see
readiness issues related to strength begin to emerge
within our units within the next year or two," he said.

According to Gen. Daniel Hokanson, head of the
National Guard Bureau, both the Army and Air Guards
failed to meet their goals for the total number of service
members in the fiscal year that ended Sept. 30. The Army
Guard's authorized total is 336,000, and the Air Guard is
108,300.

See NATIONAL GUARD page 30
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SALUTING OUR SOLDIERS ON VETERANS DAY!

Hagan Ace Hardware celebrates Putnam County veterans, including
Ricky Bybee (left), no stranger to East Palatka manager Paul Mack
and the rest of the Hagan Ace family.

Green [oosmcwan
E Nutrena

Mutrition for a Mfetmme’

Tha mel:unh'ulm

' ® RO

OUTFITTERAS

Hagan .ACE Hardware

141 Highway 17 S, East Palatka ¢ Phone: 386-328-2698
Hours: Monday-Friday 7:30am-7pm; Saturday 8am-6pm; Sunday 9am-5pm

Onr GREATEST GENERATION DESERVES
the pest care,

Veteran Assistance Available

Selecting a community for yourself or a
loved one is never an easy task. It can be
challenging to know what to look for, what
to ask and what to consider. We can assist
you in making the right decision and pro-
cessing the necessary paperwork.
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203 S. Moody Rd.,
Palatka, FL 32177

386-222-1504

|www.vintagecareliving.corr‘
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Happy
Veterans Day!
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Today I am reminded
of the brave men and
women whose service
and sacrifices have
protected our freedom
for generations.

Veterans like
my father,
Col. W. H. Payne.
Landed
D-Day Campaign,

and fought in the

Col. W. H. Payne Battle of the Bulge, WWII.

Thanks to all of our Veterans!

Paid electioneering communication paid for by Conservatives for Rural Florida
Post Office Box 11192, Tallahassee, FL 32302
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Tires - 0il Change - Repair - Every Service For Cars & Trucks
e - ‘i-'i‘s;."\‘:-?\.'_., -

T?@.ﬁf"_\u-w.r:n(xn'.l'sx..v.mv' Zmpcestone Firestone B Goodribh
2 GREAT LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!

St. Johns St. Johns
Super Service Super
Center Lube

608 Reid Street 322 Rei Street

386.328.9231 - 306.385 303

Apper
gz,

!! 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri.; 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. Sat.

stjohnsservice.com
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NAT“]NA'. G“ABD continued from page 28

Baldwin said the Army Guard started the year with
a bit more than its target total, but ends the fiscal year
about 2% below the goal. Fueling that decline was a 10%
shortfall in the number of current soldiers who opted to
reenlist. Hokanson said the Air Guard missed its total
goal by nearly 3%.

The reasons are many. But Guard officials suggest
that young people may not be hearing the strong call to
service that they did when
the U.S. was at war in Iraq
and Afghanistan, in the
wake of the Sept. 11, 2001,
attacks.

Baldwin said that as
operations in Iraq and
Afghanistan began to
decline several years
ago, states started to see
higher than expected
losses in personnel. In
exit interviews, he said,
troops cited a number
of reasons why they
weren't reenlisting.

“But, unexpectedly, they
found that one reason
common to many of
their soldiers was based
on the perception that
the war was over,” said
Baldwin, adding that they
had joined to serve their
country, not make the
Army Guard their career.

The same may be true
now, he said. In 2020 and
2021, Guard members
were heavily involved in
a range of domestic emergencies, from natural disasters
and civil unrest to the pandemic, including medical care,
COVID-19 testing and vaccines.

“Today, we have a much lower overseas deployment
tempo than we've been used to and almost all of the
COVID support missions have been ramped down,”
Baldwin said. "We join to make a difference by serving
others and by being part of something bigger than
ourselves. ... There may be a perception among both our
soldiers and the civilians we are trying to recruit that
we are on the backside of all of that and it’s time to take
advantage of the hot job market we have right now.”

While the shortfalls for 2022 may be small percentages,
the Guard is facing increasing losses over the next year

due to the U.S. military's requirement that all troops get
the COVID-19 vaccine. Currently about 9,000 Guard
members are refusing to get the shot, and another
5,000 have sought religious, medical or administrative
exemptions.

So far, no Guard members have been discharged
for refusing the vaccine order. The National Guard
is awaiting final instructions from the Army on how
to proceed. Officials
have said it's not clear
when they will get that
guidance.

With more losses likely
on the horizon, Guard
leaders are looking for
ways to entice service
members to join or
reenlist. Hokanson said
a critical change would
be to provide Guard
members with healthcare
coverage. Currently,
he said, about 60,000
Guardsmen don't have
health insurance. And
those who have insurance
through their civilian
employer have to go
through a difficult process
to move to the military's
TRICARE program when
they are on active-duty
status.

The cost of providing
health care coverage to
those who don't have
it would be about $719
million a year, he said.

Other changes that could help, he said, would include
expanding educational benefits and giving Guard
members a financial bonus when they bring in new
recruits. Such bonuses were used during the peak of
the Iraq and Afghanistan wars, but there were some
problems that Hokanson and others said could be
avoided now.

“We need to make adjustments based on the current
environment because for the long term, our nation needs
a National Guard the size that we are, or maybe even
larger to meet all the requirements that we have,” said
Hokanson. “It’s up to us to make sure that we fill our
formations so that they’re ready when our nation needs
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Matt Slocum/Associated Press file
A National Guard soldier walks past a barricade as security is ramped
ahead of President-elect Joe Biden's inauguration ceremony Jan. 18,
2021, in Washington.
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Susan G. Helwig Ins Agcy Inc

Susan Helwig, CLU® ChFC® Agent

836 S Moody Rd., Next to Walmart

Palatka, FL 32177

Bus: 386-312-1002 Toll Free: 866-312-1002
susan@susanhelwig.com
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And the star-spangled banner
forever shall wave

O’er the land of the free and
the home of the brave!”

Francis Scoftt Key

As we celebrate Veterans Day, we are once again
reminded that freedom is not free. Just as America
fought for independence in 1776, American troops
continue to defend freedom around the world
today. Veterans Day is a day to honor the men and
women who have sacrificed so much to protect our
liberty. It’s a day to proudly celebrate our great
country and the ideals it represents.

INTERLACHEN

“Between the Lakes”

311 Atlantic Ave.
Interlachen, FL 32148

386-684-3811

We Proudly Salute Our Veterans
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SALUTING
AND SUPPORTING
OUR VETERANS

For their service and their sacrifice, we salute America’s
brave veterans. Thank you for your dedication to this
great country and our values as a nation. Your courage
and conviction make us proud to be Americans.

Terry Turner
DISTRICT 3

Bill Pickens
DISTRICT 1

Jeff Rawls
DISTRICT 2

Paul Adamczyk

Larry Harvey DISTRICT 5

DISTRICT 4

Government/Complex: s 2509 Crill'Avenue, Palatka
www.putnam-tl.com
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Matt Dunham/Associated Press
British Chelsea Pensioners who are veterans of the World War Il Battle of Normandy, codenamed Operation Overlord, and D-Day pose for a group
photograph during a D-Day 75th anniversary photocall at the Royal Hospital Chelsea in London, Monday, May 13, 2019. Pictured are from left: Roy
Cadman, James George, Bill Fitzgerald, Ernie Boyden, Frank Mouque, George Skipper, Arthur Ellis. D-Day saw some 156,000 U.S., British and Canadian
forces landing on five beaches along a 50 mile stretch of France's coast, supported by thousands of ships, landing vessels, planes and gliders, and
with inland help from French resistance fighters.

By Danica Kirka
Associated Press

LONDON — The long goodbye for Queen killed 384,000 service personnel and 70,000 British
Elizabeth II is a reminder of a broader truth playing ~ civilians.

out with little fanfare across Britain: The nation is But like the queen, even the youngest veterans

bidding farewell to the men and women who fought  of the war are now nearing their 100th birthdays,
the country’s battles during World War II. and a steady stream of obituaries tells the story of a
disappearing generation.

The queen, who served as a mechanic and truck s . .
It’s extraordinary how that sense of the passing of

time is felt very keenly at the moment, said Charles
link to the sailors, soldiers, airmen, marines and Byrne, director general of the Royal British Legion,

others who signed up to do their bit in a war that the nation’s largest armed services charity.

See QUEEN page 34

driver in the last months of the war, was a tangible
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We would like to express gratitude to all
Veterans who have served and are
currently serving our nation.

There are countless employees of the Putnam County
School District that not only serve the youth of Putnam
County but have served our natien as members of the
armed forces. It is our honor to recognize those who
have committed their life for our nation as well as for

the students of our school district. Our students will
fotever benefit from learning the values that have made

%{.natinn qgreat,

A PUTNAM COUNTY
AA ) sCHOOL DISTRICT
& SHAPING THE FUTURE

Dear Veterans, M ay ’]jh e ir

In celebration of Veteran’s Day, I would like to extend

my most heartfelt thanks to our veterans, their 5 ﬁ
families and their loved ones. Our veterans know S a C r 1 C e S Neve r
A
L »Be Forgotten

h sacrifice and dedication to duty. They sacrifice for
; their country and for freedom of people they may

never meet. They serve faithfully in allegiance to our [ »

country. .. Y f -
Tim Parker . - \
Putnam County  Qur duty as citizens is to protect the honor of those | L

Prope}“ty heroes who sacrifice for our freedom and safekeeping b
Appraiser during their service, after their service, and in their
passing, so that they may continue to live in dignity
here and in our memory.

On behalf of my office, I would like to wish you and
your family a happy and safe Veteran’s Day.

Sincerely,
Tim Parker
Putnam County Property Appraiser

VETERANS EXEMPTIONS
If you are or anyone you know is eligible for a Veteran-related exemption,
please call our office at 386-329-0286 for more information.

Veteran Age 65 or Older with a Combat-Related Disability Discount
Deployed Military Exemption
Service-Connected Disabled Veteran Exemption
Service-Connected Total and Permanent Disability Exemption

pa.putnam-fi.com
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QUEEN continued from page 32

But the number of survivors is dwindling.

“The queen was a personification of that generation

... and with her passing, it just drives home the sense
that time is moving relentlessly, as it does.”

That loss is, perhaps, felt more widely in the United

Kingdom than a country
like the United States,
because the U.Ks very
existence was threatened
during the war. Bombs
fell on cities from
London to Belfast,
women were conscripted
into war work and
wartime rationing didn’t
end until 1954.

Elizabeth, who
famously saved ration
coupons to make her
wedding dress in 1947,
led a ceremony of
remembrance for all the
nation’s fallen service
personnel each year on
the anniversary of the
end of World War I.

“She is the epitome
of that sense of service
and stoic contribution,
Byrne said. “And that
is treasured more than
ever”

Among those who died this year were Henriette

Hanotte, who ferried downed Allied pilots across the
French border as they made their way home. And

Associated Press

Harry Billinge, who was just 18 when he joined the

first wave of troops to
land on Gold Beach in
Normandy on D-Day, as
well as Douglas Newham,
who survived 60
bombing raids as a Royal
Air Force navigator, but
was haunted by those
who didn’t return.

It was a time of
shared sacrifice. Then-
Princess Elizabeth, like
many teenagers, had to
persuade her father to
let her join the army in
1945.

When Elizabeth
turned 18, King George
VI exempted her from
mandatory military
service because he
said her training as
the heir to the throne
took precedence over
the wartime need for
manpower.

But the princess, who
began her war work at
14 with a broadcast to
displaced children and
later tended a vegetable
garden as part of the
government’s “Dig for Victory” program, got her way.

Britain's Princess Elizabeth, a Junior Commander in the Auxiliary Territorial
Service, receives a clock presented to her by her old associates at the

camp where she received her early training, during a ceremony at the
No. 1 M.T. Training Center, in Camberley, England, Aug. 3, 1945.

British authorities
don’t know exactly how
many World War II
veterans are left because
the nation’s census takers
didn’t track military service until last year. Those
figures are due to be released next month.

She enlisted in the Auxiliary Territorial Service in
February 1945 and trained to become a military truck
driver and mechanic. The ATS was the largest of the
auxiliary services deploying women to non-combat
rolls such as clerks, drivers and dispatch riders to free
up men for front line duties.

The Royal Air Force says it knows of only one
surviving Battle of Britain pilot, the men Winston
Churchill immortalized as “the few” who helped turn
the tide of the war. Group Captain John Hemingway
celebrated his 103rd birthday in July.

See QUEEN page 36
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Freedom We Have In Americal

Thank You Y | Thank You, Veterans,

for your service to our country, keeping us free.
Veterqns' Thank you to the families of veterans, for your
Because Of You We Enjoy The sacrifice and love and support of your loved ones.

—ENIRY LIGHTFOOT

/
TERMITE AND PEST CONTROL, INC. FIRE EXTINGUISHER SERVICE, INC.
’ . Providing quality pest control in Putnam County for over 30 years. ’
| hed . | ST. LIC.# FED16-000004 Suellen Lightfoot
431 Atlantic Avenue ° Interlachen Ritter
328-BUGS (2847) 684-BUGS (2847) 1-800-940-BUGS (2847)
¢/ | 506 Madison St.  Palatka (386) 325-1734

[[ SALUTE /o Service. R B84
< SCS Roll-0ff Containers

We Take Care of the Demolition Process from Start to Finish.
Commercial and Residential
We haul a wide range of debris, including the following:

*Residential and Commercial
Construction Debris

Call Us Today (386) 328-9898 R

check your energy use and more with

*Land Clearing and Tree Debris the MyClayElectric app!
*Demolition Debris b -
Demolition License #:SBDE-015 : . Palatka District Office: (386) 328-1432

Touchstone Energy’ Cooperative

Report an outage, pay your bill,

ClayfElectric.co
y\ | C K Jyeie

Veterans:
We Salute Your

Licensed Funeral Director 0
FL Lict F076141 www.flaggserenitychapel.com|

“Serving Loving Families & Preserving Living Memories”

:_W&

Rev. Karl N. Flagg
Licensed Funeral Diector in Charge 2400 Madison Street, Palatka, FL 32177 In Loving Memory of
e John Henry
Karla N. Flagg-Wright 386-312-0444 « Fax 386-312-0099 Flagg, Sr.

Honorable Service

U.S. Marine Corps
Jan. 7, 1926 ~ July 22, 1988
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Associated Press

Princess Elizabeth of England talks to Private Rupert John Worth during a visit to Bedford, England on Feb. 14, 1946.

The first female member of the royal family to
serve in the armed forces, Elizabeth was promoted
to honorary junior commander, the equivalent of
an army captain, after completing five months of
training. But the war ended before she could be
assigned to active duty.

On May 8, 1945, Princess Elizabeth appeared
in uniform on the balcony of Buckingham Palace
as the royal family greeted the crowds celebrating
Germany’s surrender. That night, she and her sister,
Princess Margaret, slipped out of the palace to take
part in the festivities.

“We cheered the king and queen on the balcony
and then walked miles through the streets,” she
later recalled. “I remember lines of unknown people
linking arms and walking down Whitehall, all of us
just swept along on a tide of happiness and relief”

Many of those who took part in that joy are now
gone.

Among them is Frank Baugh, a Royal Marine
who helped guide a landing craft to Sword Beach
during the June 6, 1944, D-Day landings. He
later campaigned for a memorial to be built to
commemorate the 22,442 men and women who
died under British command during the Battle of
Normandy.

A few months before his death in June at 98, Baugh
toured the British Normandy Memorial, which
overlooks the beach where he fought.

“I would like to see children coming all of the time,
he said. “Because they’re the people we need to tell
what’s happened, and those lads that didn’t get back -
to remember them.”
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Veterans Day is a great time for
anyone to learn more ahout the
various branches of the U.S. military.

* Family Owned and
Operated

*Full Service Auto
Mechanic Shop

*We Handle All
Maintenance and
Repairs

*New Tires

Ell!lﬂllﬂ & Sons
Tire & Auto

todaysmilitary.com 4102 Crill Ave, Palatka

Learn more at

386-328-93017

VETERANS DAY

IEEEEETEEEE] B I Bm

HONORING ALL WHO SERVED

31 JOHNS

POWERSPORTS —

ph: (386) 328-3388 2120 Reid St.
fax: (386) 328-3066 Palatka, FL 32177

$ suzukl [www.StJohnsPowersports.com POLARIS
sSeEna00. 2YAMAHA  ®©cFmoTo  Lain-am
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Veterans Resources

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
SOCIETY OF ST. JOHNS
CONFERENCE
111 N. Francis St. in Interlachen
684-2797

FOOD PANTRIES
OR MEALS

SHARING PUTNAM'S

BOUNTY About 15 miles from Palatka
521 S. 13th St. in Palatka Offers assistance in clothing,
972-0875 financial assistance with utility

bills, referrals, furniture and food.
Store hours: Tuesday, Thursday,

Hours: Tuesdays and Fridays,
9a.m.-1p.m.
Call for eligibility requirements.
[sharingputnamsbounty.ord

« Offering financial assistance,
clothing and furniture.
Hours: Tuesday and Friday,
10 a.m.-3 p.m.

+ Offering food assistance
Tuesday and Thursday,

10 a.m.-3 p.m.

* Financial assistance only
available on Fridays
10 a.m. -4 p.m.

» Second Friday, 9 - 11 a.m. is
farmers market food drop.

ST. MONICA CATHOLIC
CHURCH FOOD PANTRY
114 S. Fourth St. in Palatka

325-9777
Provides assistance where
veterans can receive food
every Thursday.
9am.-12p.m.
or until food runs out.

SOUTH PUTNAM CHRISTIAN
SERVICE CENTER

S. Park Street, Bldg 4
(George C. Miller Middle School)

Crescent City
698-1944
17.05 miles from Palatka
Provides a food pantry. Serves
South Putnam County from
Dunns Creek Bridge south
to the county line.
Food available every 30 days.
Hours: Tuesdays
10 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

Check social media for hours
changed.

BREAD OF LIFE
320 N. Fifth St. in Palatka
328-0213
Serves lunch daily to homeless
or those in need. Accepts no
governmental assistance. Relies
solely on community and church
contributions of money and
supplies. In operation for more
than 30 years.
Hours: Monday through Friday,
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

INTERLACHEN SOUP KITCHEN
155 N. County Road 315 in
Interlachen
972-1045
Hours: 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
Monday through Friday
Ministry founded in 2011 by

HOUSING / BILL PAYING
ASSISTANCE

HEART OF PUTNAM
521 S. 13th St. in Palatka

David and Linda Yonts and 972-0875
Hours: Tuesdays and Fridays,
averages more than 100 meals 9am.-1p.m.

per day. Call for eligibility requirements.

7:*? SALUTE 7:*\'47 3)8 November 10, 2022

Friday & Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

PUTNAM HABITAT FOR
HUMANITY INC.
2506 Crill Ave. in Palatka
325-5862 / fax 325-3939
Home repairs, critical and
emergency to homeowners.
Sign up to volunteer to help build
Veterans Village of Palatka @
Iwww.putnamhabitat.org
Monday through Friday
9a.m.-3p.m.

SOUTH PUTNAM CHRISTIAN
SERVICE CENTER
S. Park Street, Bldg 4
(George C. Miller Middle School)
Crescent City
698-1944
Provides emergency utility &
propane services.

AMERICAN LEGION,
BERT HODGE POST 45
(veterans only)

316 Osceola St. in Palatka
328-6976

VOLUNTEERS OF AMERICA,
CYPRESS GLEN GAINESVILLE
2130 NW 31st Ave.
Building G-6, Gainesville
352-642-8313 or
gainesvillessvfinfo@voa-fla.org
Offers transitional housing to
homeless veterans. Currently
accepting referrals for immediate
occupancy. Services offered
for housing, counseling, case
management & other health-
related services, as well as
training education & employment
services. We encourage
homeless veterans to regain self-
sufficiency while living in a safe
and supportive environment.


www.sharingputnamsbounty.org
www.putnamhabitat.org

FIONORING
JOUR NATION'S

P EROES

h It is on this day, November 11, that
* we remember the contributions of

% the men and women who fought for

freedom in our armed forces.

To those who are still with us, we

offer our deep thanks. For those who

are gone, their spirits live on in the

hearts of those for whom they fought.

LAIRA DALLY NEW)



all those who have served and
are currently serving our country

in the U.5. Armed Forces
-

=

Q Wellness A to Z

Now Offering Telehealth Visits

for your convenience!

Palatka Medical Interlachen Hastings Crescent City Welaka
1302 River St 1213 State Rd 20 201 W. Lattin St 306 Union Ave 405 Elm St
386-328-8371 386-684-4914  904-692-1508  386-698-1232 386-467-3171

Discounted Pricing for Eligible Patients | Most Insurance Accepted, Including Medicaid & Medicare

Medical * Dental ® Mental Health ® Pharmacy

Dental appointments available, too! Palatka - 2503 President Street - (386) 328-7638



