
 

Eve 
of the 

Light, by 
Yolanda 

Burnette, 
is a young 

adult 
fantasy 

novel set in 
Burnette’s  
hometown 
of Crowley.
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From a dream to reality

CROWLEY - Culture 

and joie de vivre are not 

enough to sell Louisiana 

any more and the next 18 

months will determine 

if the state continues its 

trend of losing citizens 

and businesses, according 

to Stephen Waguespack, 

president and CEO of the 

Louisiana Association of 

Business and Industry.

Waguespack spoke to 

a full house in the Rice 

Palace Banquet Room 

Thursday morning for the 

annual Legislative Break-

fast hosted by the Acadia 

Parish Chamber of Com-

merce.

“People, businesses 

and wealth are moving 

and the South currently 

has a growth movement 

going on,” Waguespack 

said. “However, Louisi-

ana has the eighth-highest 

percentage of people leav-

ing the state in the country, 

second in the south only to 

Mississippi.”

Those two states, he 

said, are projected to see 

the largest loss of labor 

force in the country in the 

next 10 years.

Statistics show that 

Texas has the largest gain 

in population while New 

York had the largest exo-

dus of resident.

“We sell our culture 

and our joie de vivre and 

back in the day that sold. 

But that’s not going to cut 

it any more,” Waguespack 

said. “We have to add stuff 

to the boot.”

He compared the state 

to a cup half filled with the 
cultural amenities — festi-

vals, food, “good times,” 

etc.  — that Louisiana is 

known for.

“We have got to fill the 
cup,” he said.

Waguespack said citi-

zens should decide their 

priorities and tell their 

elected officials those pri-
orities.

“We have a tremendous 

amount of opportunity 

right now,” he said. “We’re 

going to have an open 

governor’s seat next year 

and with practically every 

LABI head urges, ‘Fill the cup’

BY STEVE BANDY

MANAGING EDITOR

Waguespack: State can no longer rely only on culture and joie de vivre

LABI President and CEO Stephen Waguespack talks 
politics at Thursday’s Legislative Breakfast. SEE LABI, PAGE 2

TYLER, Texas — A Crowley man 

was arrested in Texas on a warrant 

stemming from a shooting that hap-

pened in Rayne 

in September of 

2020.

N a t h a n i e l 

Thomas, 22, was 

arrested on a 

warrant for at-

tempted second-

degree murder.

On Septem-

ber 20, 2020, 

Rayne Police re-

sponded to a shooting incident in the 

1500 block of Edith Street.

As a result of the investigation, an 

arrest warrant was issued for Thomas.

On March 30, 2022, detectives 

with the Rayne Police Department 

took custody of Thomas after he 

was arrested in Tyler, Texas, on the 

attempted second-degree murder 

warrant.

Thomas was transported back to 

Acadia Parish where he was booked 

into the Acadia Parish Jail without 

incident.

Crowley man

arrested in

Texas for 2020

Rayne shooting

Nathaniel 
Thomas

Crowley native turns 

rêver into novel set

in Acadia Parish

Dreams — either forgotten 

as soon as the eyes open or so 

real, every detail recalled. 

For Crowley native Yolan-

da Burnette, one of her rêves 

(French for dream) was so 

evocative that she continued 

to build on it until it became 

reality in the form of a recently 

published novel. 

“I have always loved writ-

ing things, writing poetry, and I 

would write little stories, but I 

never showed them to anyone,” 

Burnette said. “This story start-

ed developing in my mind. It 

actually started as a dream, and 

the dream was so vivid, when 

I woke up, I was like ‘I should 

write that down.’

“I wrote down everything I 

could remember and then I just 

kept thinking about it. I would 

add more and add more, and I 

was like, ‘Well, I may as well 

try to write a whole book.’

“I always had really vivid 

dreams ever since I was a child. 

Usually I would end up scared 

and run to my parents room,” 

she said, laughing.

Born and raised in Crowley, 

Burnette’s family moved to 

Baton Rouge when she was 12 

when her father changed jobs, 

and she has spent the last 20 

years as an educator in Louisi-

ana’s capital city. 

Her novel, “Eve 

of the Light,” was 

recently published 

by international 

publishing house 

Austin Macau-

ley Publishers of 

London, Eng-

land.

The young 

adult fantasy 

novel, Bur-

nette’s first, is 
based in Aca-

dia Parish. 

A description 

from the publisher reads, “The 

novel, Eve of the Light, cel-

ebrates and highlights South 

Louisiana, particularly Crow-

ley culture, food, and places. 

Eve is as spicy as Louisiana 

crawfish, strong as the mighty 
live oak trees that sway in the 

South Louisiana wind, and 

magical as the heartbeat of Aca-

diana. Readers will come along 

for the journey of a girl who 

g r o w s 

into a mighty warrior 

queen, charged with safeguard-

ing the light of hope for both 

the magical and human realms.

“The audience will fall in 

love with the story of Eve, who 

finds her father, finds love and, 
through the guidance and coun-

sel of the women in her ances-

tral line, finds her inner warrior 
queen.”

“I just had this dream, and 

there was this sequence and 

… there were so many compo-

nents and that’s why I woke up, 

and wrote it down,” Burnette 

said. “It just kept coming to my 

mind, so I just kept kind of real-

BY CLAUDETTE OLIVIER

NEWS EDITOR

Yolanda Burnette

SEE DREAm, PAGE 8

CROWLEY - A special meeting 

of the mayor and city council will be 

held at 4 p.m. Wednesday, April 6, 

prior to the regular committee meet-

ings.

Agenda for the meeting includes:

Special council meeting 
set Wednesday at 4 p.m.

SEE COUNCIL, PAGE 2

www.fnb-la.com
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Obituaries

School Lunch Menus - Apr. 4-Apr. 8
Acadia Parish Public Schools and 5th Ward Schools:
Monday: Sausage & Tomato Gravy, (5th Ward Schools Meatball Stew), 
Steamed Rice, Cornbread Poppers, Green Beans, Steamed Corn, 
Mixed Fruit, HS Only Fruit Cup/Juice, Choice of Milk.
Tuesday: Cheesy Chicken Pasta, Sweet Peas, (5th Ward Schools 
Peas & Carrots), Side Salad w/Ranch, Orange Smiles,WG Garlic Knot, 
Marinara Dipping Cup, HS Only Fresh Fruit Cup/Juice, Choice of Milk.
Wednesday: Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes, Broccoli w/Cheese, Baby 
Carrots w/Ranch, Pineapple Tidbits, WG Roll, HS Only Fruit Cup/Juice, 
Choice of Milk.
Thursday: Easter Meal: Baked Ham, Rice Dressing, Sweet Potatoes, 
Apple Wedges, Cucumber Sticks w/Ranch, Cinnamon Roll, HS Only 
Fresh Fruit Cup/Juice, Choice of Milk.
Friday: No School: Closed for Easter Break.

Acadia Parish Catholic Schools:
Monday: Creole Sausage, Steamed Rice, Sweet Potato Crunch, 
Buttered Sweet Peas, Wheat Roll, Bagged Cranberries, HS Only Asst. 
Fresh Fruit, Choice of Milk.
Tuesday: Fajita Chicken on Hard Shell Taco, Salsa Cup, Bush’s 
Taco Fiesta Black Beans, Chopped Lettuce & Tomato Cup, Chilled 
Applesauce Cup, HS Only Asst. Fresh Fruit, Choice of Milk.
Wednesday: Meat Sauce & Spaghetti, Whole Kernel Corn, Green 
Bean Casserole, Garlic Wheat Roll, Chilled Diced Pears, HS Only Asst. 
Fresh Fruit, Choice of Milk.
Thursday: Easter Meal: Turkey Roast, Rice Dressing, Steamed 
Broccoli w/Cheese Sauce, Black-eyed Peas,Wheat Roll, Chilled Fruit 
Cup, HS Only Asst. Fresh Fruit, Choice of Milk.
Friday: Shrimp Fettucine, Vegetable Medley, Spring Salad, Wheat Roll, 
Chilled Sliced Peaches, HS Only Asst. Fresh Fruit, Choice of Milk.

MEMBER Crowley, Rayne, Iota and Mermentau

Since 1926... A company of Bankers Working for you     

SponSored by

Life insurance is more than

a policy, its a promise.

337-783-6212
lafb.com

Suzy B. Webb
LUTCF

Agency Manager

suwebb@sfbcic.com

Auto • Home • Life • Banking
Real Service. Real People.®

Louisiana Farm Bureau® Casualty Insurance Co.

Louisiana Farm Bureau® Mutual Insurance Co.

Southern Farm Bureau® Casualty Insurance Co.

Southern Farm Bureau® Life Insurance Co.

Crowley Office 
22130 Crowley-Eunice Hwy.

other state official running 
for governor, those seats 
will also be open.

“Tell the candidates 
what you want. Candidates 
are ready to be bold.”

LABI, the state’s Cham-
ber of  Commerce, this 
year is focusing on educa-
tion reform and workforce 
development, along with 
redistricting this year.  Wa-
guspack took aim at educa-
tion reform.

“Less than one-half of 
the children in Louisiana 
read at grade level in kin-
dergarten through third 
grade,” he said. “There’s 
been a 5% drop in scoring 
among state students in the 
last two years” on the stan-
dardized tests.

Waguespack touted 
the proposed Education 
Savings Account he said 
would give families more 
freedom in choosing an 
educational plan for their 
children.

If adopted, parents 
would be able to use the 
state portion of funding 

that would have been al-
located for the child’s edu-
cation at a public school 
and give them the ability 
to use it to enroll the child 
in a state-approved private 
school or to use the funds 
to purchase educational 
services through autho-
rized providers.

The ESA program 
should be budget neutral as 
state funds currently allo-
cated to school districts for 
the cost of funding a stu-
dent’s education through 
the Minimum Foundation 
Program would instead 
be placed into an ESA for 
each student, which would 
be around $5,500 per stu-
dent.

The public schools 
would continue to receive 
the same local and federal 
funding. 

“It prioritizes those 
people that don’t have the 
means to take their kids 
out of a public school they 
don’t like and put them into 
a private school setting,” 
Waguespack explained. “I 
think ESA will one day be 
the law of the land.”

In addition to educa-
tion reform, other issues 
Waguespack said citizens 
should press candidates on 

include infrastructure, the 
economy, tax reform, the 
legal system, equity con-
cerns, parks and recreation, 
crime and violence and 
healthcare.

“Which one or more 
of these fills your cup?” 
he asked. “The next year 
and a half will be the most 
important year and a half 
Louisiana has had in along, 
long time,” he said.

A centralized sales tax 
collection system and a 
constitutional convention 
“that would channel power 
back to the parishes instead 
of to Baton Rouge” were 
also cited as necessary for 
the state’s survival

“Everyone knows how 
Louisianans respond to 
hurricanes ... we pull to-
gether, we persevere. The 
problem is that when we’re 
not attacked by a storm 
we tend to let our guard 
down.”

He compared the coro-
navirus pandemic to a Cat-
egory 5 storm “that devas-
tated the state’s economy.”

“We all need to get out 
there and fill the cup!”

(To sign up for LABI 

session alerts, text LABI to 

66866).

FROM PAGE 1

LABI: Education reform touted

Thomas John
“TJ” Roy

IOTA - Graveside ser-
vices will be held at 11 
a.m. Wednesday, April 6, 

at St. Joseph Mausoleum 
in Iota for Thomas John 
“TJ” Roy, 57, who passed 
away Wednesday, March 
30, 2022, at his home in 
Iota.

Fr. Jude Thierry will 
be officiating for the ser-
vices.

Inurnment will be in 
St. Joseph Mausoleum.

He is survived by his 
wife, Brandy Dunnehoo 
Roy of Iota; three children, 
Rachael Nicole Fuselier 
and husband Alex of Lake 
Charles, Jessie Danae 
Roy of Reeves, and Ethan 
John Roy of Iota; his 

mother, Anita Miller Roy 
of Iota; two siblings, An-
drea Roy “Angie” Ewing 
and husband Kirk of Iota, 
and Scott Roy and wife 
Stephanie of Iota; and two 
grandchildren, Averie and 
Alivia Fuselier.

TJ is preceded in death 
by his father, Rodney 
Roy; and one brother, An-
thony “Tony” Roy.

Condolences may be 
sent to the family by www.
geesey-ferguson.com

Arrangements have 
been entrusted to Geesey-
Ferguson Funeral Home 
of Iota.

Blaise
Leonard Thevis

MOWATA - A Mass of 
Christian Burial will be 
held at 11 a.m., Monday, 
April 4, at St. Lawrence 
Catholic Church in Mowa-
ta for Blaise Leonard The-
vis, 53, who passed away 
March 30, 2022, surround-
ed by his loving family in 
Mowata.

Father Brent Smith, 
pastor of St. Joseph Catho-
lic Church in Rayne, will 
be officiating for the ser-
vices.

The family is request-
ing visiting hours to be 
held Sunday from 3 p.m. to 
9 p.m. and Monday from 
8 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. at 
Geesey-Ferguson Funeral 
Home in Crowley.  

Interment will be in St. 
Lawrence Cemetery in 
Mowata.

Blaise was born March 
13, 1969, in Crowley and 
resided in Iota. He was 
a graduate of Iota High 
School and worked for 
Zachry Construction as a 
crane supervisor for the 
past 20 years.

His favorite past times 
were joy riding in a Jeep, 
cooking, and spending time 
with family and friends.

Blaise’s most unique 
trait was going above and 
beyond for his daughter-
in-law, and his two special 
grandchildren.  He will be 
extremely missed by all 
who he touched.

He is survived by his 
daughter-in-law, Keren 

Thevis Hebert and hus-
band Bubba of Crowley; 
two grandchildren, Ha-
leigh and Wesley Thevis; 
one sister, Lynette Thevis 
LaCombe and husband 
Doug of Iota; six brothers, 
James Thevis Jr. and wife 
Ella of Mowata, Daniel 
Thevis of Rayne, Steven 
Thevis and wife Kathy of 
Iota, Wayne Thevis and 
wife Rosie of Iota, Kelly 
Thevis of Crowley, and 
Bruno Thevis of Roberts 
Cove; and several nieces 
and nephews who loved 
their Uncle Blaise

Blaise is preceded in 
death by his son, Joshua 
Paul Thevis; his par-
ents James and Norma 
Blanchard Thevis Sr.; and 
one brother, Gene Thevis.

Condolences may be 
sent to the family by www.
geesey-ferguson.com.

Arrangements have 
been entrusted to Geesey-
Ferguson Funeral Home of 
Crowley.BATON ROUGE – Civil rights groups 

and voting activists have filed lawsuits 
challenging Louisiana’s new congressio-
nal redistricting map hours after lawmak-
ers voted to override Gov. John Bel Ed-
wards’ veto of the maps.

The NAACP Legal Defense and Edu-
cational Fund, American Civil Liber-
ties Union, ACLU of Louisiana and the 
law firm Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton 
& Garrison LLP filed a lawsuit in U.S. 
District Court on behalf of the Louisiana 
NAACP, Power Coalition for Equity and 
Justice and individual voters, claiming 
the map violates Section 2 of the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965.

“The Congressional map passed by the 
Louisiana legislature in February rejected 
basic principles of fairness and equity,” 
NAACP Louisiana State Conference Pres-
ident Michael McClanahan said. “The leg-
islature knew that they could pass a map 
that complied with the Voting Rights Act 
and honored the will of community mem-
bers who stood up and spoke out for fair 
maps during the redistricting process.

“When they failed to, the governor 
rightfully vetoed their unlawful and unfair 
map. We are going to federal court to de-
mand a map that honors the rights and rep-
resentation of Black Louisianans. We will 
be tireless in this fight.”

The Louisiana House voted, 72-31, 
and the Senate voted, 27-11, to override 
Edwards’ veto of House Bill 1 and Sen-
ate Bill 5, identical measures that establish 
new congressional districts for the next 
decade.

The vote was the first time since 1993 
the Legislature successfully mustered the 
two-thirds majority in both chambers to 
overrule a gubernatorial veto.

Edwards vetoed the map March 9 “be-
cause it does not add a second majority 
minority district and runs afoul of federal 
law,” he wrote.

Democrats and voting rights activists 
argued throughout a special redistricting 
session in February the state’s growing 
Black population — now at about one-
third of the total population — deserves 
the opportunity to elect a representative of 
their choice in two of Louisiana’s six con-
gressional districts.

Republicans countered that diluting the 
existing minority majority district to create 
another could result in no opportunity and 
repeatedly cited competing priorities in the 
process, including state and federal laws 
and criteria set by the Legislature last year.

None of the redistricting maps ap-
proved by lawmakers — for the Legisla-
ture, Congress, state board of education or 
Civil Service Commission — expanded 
minority representation, despite growth 
in the Black population and a shrinking 
white population over the past decade.

“We are challenging these maps be-
cause they illegally undermine the politi-
cal strength of Black voters in Louisiana,” 
ACLU attorney Alora Thomas-Lundborg 
said. “These maps run contrary to the prin-
ciple of a representative democracy and 
clearly violate the Voting Rights Act.”

The NAACP-backed lawsuit came just 
hours before Baton Rouge attorney Darrel 
J. Papillion filed a separate U.S. District 
Court lawsuit, which also claims viola-
tions of the Voting Rights Act, The Tulane 
Hullabaloo reported.

Both lawsuits, filed against Louisiana 
Secretary of State Kyle Ardoin, ask the 
court to issue an injunction preventing the 
state from implementing the new congres-
sional map, and to order a new redistrict-
ing plan that includes two minority major-
ity districts.

As expected, lawsuits challenge 

redistricting maps after override
BY VICTOR SKINNER

THE CENTER SQUARE

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR PUBLIC HEARING

VILLAGE OF MERMENTAU, LOUISIANA

The Village of Mermentau will hold a public hearing at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, April 11, 

2022, at the Mermentau Village Hall.  The purpose of the meeting is to obtain views on 

the housing and community development needs of the Village and to discuss a Program 

Amendment under the Village’s State of Louisiana FY 2021 Community Development 
Block Grant (LCDBG) Program.  The following items will be discussed at the hearing:

A. The amount of funds available for the proposed community development 

 Water System Improvements project.

B. The range of activities available that may be undertaken, including the 

 estimated amount of funds proposed to be used for activities that will 

 benefit persons of low and moderate incomes;
C. The plans of the Village of Mermentau for minimizing displaced persons

 as a result of activities assisted with such funds and the benefits to be 
 provided by the Village of Mermentau to persons actually displaced as a

 result of such activities; and,
D. The Village’s past performance on LCDBG projects funded by the State of 
 Louisiana.

All residents, particularly low and moderate income persons, and residents of slum 

and blighted areas of the Village of Mermentau are encouraged to attend this meeting.

Accommodations will be made for persons with disabilities and non-English speaking 

individuals provided that a three day notice is received by the Village of Mermentau.

Those citizens unable to attend this hearing may submit their views and proposals until 

April 21, 2022 in writing to:

 Village of Mermentau

 Post Office Box 280

 Mermentau, Louisiana  70556

 Darla Istre

 Mayor

Published in The Crowley Post Signal on Sunday, April 3, 2022.

Public Notices

• consider approval of 
increasing the construction 
budget by $201,130;

• authorized a program 

amendment to be prepared, 
executed and submitted to 
the Office of Community 
Development (LCDBG) 
Public Facilities Program; 
and

• award the contract for 
the LCDBG-funded reha-
bilitation of the sewerage 
collection system, contin-
gent upon approval and 
concurrence by CDBG.

The meeting, as well as 
the subsequent committee 
meetings, will be open to 
the public and streamed 
live on the city’s YouTube 
page.

FROM PAGE 1

councIL: Sewerage collection

March 28
• James Beard, Dry 

Creek: Arrested by Iota 
Police Department  for fel-
ony alteration or removal 
of vehicle identification; 
misdemeanor possession 
of drug paraphernalia; 
felony possession of meth-
amphetamine - less than 
28 grams; misdemeanor 
possession of marijuana 
- first offense ($1,500 
bond).

• Ti’Jhae Byers, Rayne: 
Arrested by Rayne P.D. 
for possession with intent 
to distribute marijuana; 
misdemeanor posses-
sion of drug parapherna-
lia; felony possession of 
a firearm in the presence 
of a controlled dangerous 
substance (no bond).

March 29
• Alan Miller, Crowley: 

Arrested by Acadia Parish 

Sheriff’s Office for mis-
demeanor domestic abuse 
battery ($2,500 bond).

• Todd Tweedel, 
Church Point: Arrested by 
APSO of a fugitive war-
rant from St. Landry Par-
ish; two counts of simple 
burglary (no bond).

• Jaquantay Williams, 
Rayne: Arrested by Rayne 
P.D. on two counts of at-
tempted first-degree mur-
der (no bond).

APSO Daily Bookings: March 28 - 29

www.geesey-ferguson.com
www.geesey-ferguson.com
www.lafb.com


 

How about
some real
tax reform?

Editor:

On Tuesday, March 

22, House Speaker Clay 

Schexnayder, R-Gonza-

les, began his quest to 

push HB 681 through the 

House Ways and Means 

Committee. This would 

be the second time Speak-

er Schexnayder tries to 

pass what is being labeled 

and supported by LABI as 

tax reform.

As a fiscal conserva-

tive and chair of the Aca-

dia Parish Republican 

Executive Committee, I 

applaud the efforts and 

fully support what it is he 

is trying to do.

Businesses that are do-

miciled in one parish and 

conduct business in sever-

al other parishes through-

out the state now must file 

their sales tax returns in-

dependently for each par-

ish. HB 681 consolidates 

this method into one filing 
along with the filing of the 
state sales taxes.

This is a procedure that 

most other states already 

have in place, and frankly, 

as a person who is respon-

sible for doing this each 

quarter, this is a huge time 

savings and benefit to 
businesses.

In discussing taxes, so 

often we compare our-

selves to our neighbors 

to the west, in Texas, and 

understandably so.  Once 

one crosses the state line 

from Louisiana into Tex-

as, the transformation to 

many resembles that of 

Dorothy witnessing the 

Land of Oz for the first 
time.

Texas roads appear to 

be better-maintained, their 

visitor centers are clean 

and well-staffed, fantastic 

public schools with foot-

ball stadiums of which 

some Louisiana colleges 

are envious, the local mu-

nicipalities appear to have 

better services for those in 

the community, and then 

the attraction that Texas 

has to businesses seems 

to be obvious.

Is it simply a case of 

the grass is greener on 

the other side or are there 

reasons for such advance-

ments in Texas over Loui-

siana?
While I fully support 

HB 681 and it’s stream-

lining the sales tax pro-

cess, I hardly feel it even 

scratches the surface of 

what should be referred to 

as “tax reform.”

In comparing the tax 

burden on the taxpayer of 

each state, one will find 
that it is relatively even, 

hovering in the area of 

7.6%. The difference lies 

in where each state ap-

plies taxes to the average 

taxpaying citizen.

Louisiana relies on In-

come Tax, Sales Tax, and 

Property Tax. Texas, on 

the other hand, relies on 

Sales and Property tax 

and has zero Income Tax.

It is not necessarily 

a matter of the average 

citizen being taxed less 

with equal burdens; it 

comes down to how each 

is taxed, making the huge 

difference between the 

two states. 

This is not the only dif-

ference between Louisi-

ana and Texas in relation 

to taxes. The major dif-

ference between the two 

states is who and at what 

level of government these 

taxes are distributed.

Where Louisiana uses 

a costly, inefficient cen-

tralized system of collec-

tion and distribution of 

funds to various depart-

ments, parish and local 

municipalities, Texas’ 

system is quite efficient 
and is decentralized.

This is the reason lo-

cal governments in Texas 

appear to have more with 

which to work. Elimi-

nating a middle person 

should always result in 

less cost, and, therefore, 

more for the end-user. 

The end-user in this case 

are the Parish and Local 

Municipal Governments. 

Tax reform comes 

in many forms, and my 

overview is just a modest 

attempt to show how one 

significant change in our 
code would have a huge 

positive impact. And al-

though the passage of HB 

681 would be welcoming, 

I await the day a legisla-

tor — a true statesman 

— will stand before the 

House Ways and Means 

Committee and present 

a bill that attacks signifi-

cant problems with the 

tax code much like I have 

just presented.

We all know control 

means money and mon-

ey means control. It is 

time for Republican and 

Democrat, Conservative 

and Liberal alike in Baton 

Rouge to take the steps 

towards real tax reform 

and allow Parish and Mu-

nicipal Governments to 

keep local what they col-

lect. 

May God bless you all!

Jeff Cavell
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Do you have a photo of a trophy fish 
or your first fish? We want to publish 

them. Please email them to 
chris.quebedeaux@crowleytoday.com 

or drop them by 
602 N. Parkerson Avenue, Crowley.

We’re angling 
for your photos!

602 N. Parkerson Ave • Crowley
1-337-783-3450
Open Monday - Friday

www.AcadiaParishToday.com

Want all the local news –
Great News, Sports and Lifestyles Coverage 

and Shopping Specials.
Subscribe now to The Crowley Post-Signal.

Name: ___________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________

City/State/Zip: _____________________________________

Phone: __________________________________________

Enclosed is payment of $27.00
Mail to: 

The Crowley Post-Signal, 602 N. Parkerson Ave.. Crowley, LA 70526

Only $27.00 for 3 months - that’s 66 issues.
Enjoy!

602 N. Parkerson, Crowley, LA 70526 • PH. 337-783-3450

Pubic Forum

SUBmITTED PHOTO

Notre Dame High School of Acadia Parish students earning Composite All-Academic State honors (4.0) include, seated from 
left:  Brayden Broussard, baseball; Kelsey Broussard, track; Michael Goss, tennis; Hayden Miller, tennis; Landon Miller, ten-
nis; Lillian Miller, tennis; and Abigail Savoy, softball. Receiving Academic All-State honors (3.5-3.9), are, standing from left: 
Maci Bergeron, softball; Matt Bernard, baseball; Karson Broussard, baseball; Caleb Comeaux, baseball; Claire Cormier, ten-
nis; Thomas Gattle, golf; Joseph Landry, golf; Collin Miller, tennis; Madison Murrell, softball; Russ Nugier, tennis; and Molly 
Webb, tennis.

Composite Academic Honor students at Notre Dame

BATON ROUGE - Louisiana Medicaid has 

launched a phone campaign to encourage its 

members to update their contact information. Au-

tomated calls will go out to members between the 

hours of 3 p.m. and 8 p.m. Monday through Sat-

urday to remind members to update their phone 

number, mailing address and email address.

“When the federal COVID-19 public health 

emergency ends, we will be reaching out to our 

members through the mail to complete renewals 

and to verify eligibility. We don’t know when the 

public health emergency will end so we are pre-

paring now. It’s critical that we have accurate in-

formation to be sure that members receive impor-

tant notices related to their healthcare coverage,” 

said Patrick Gillies, Medicaid Executive Director.

“These are recorded messages only. There will 

not be a Medicaid representative on the phone 

and we will not be asking for any personal infor-

mation. The calls will be spread out over the next 

four to eight weeks.”

If you receive a call, the caller ID will show 

Louisiana Department of Health.

Members can update their contact informa-

tion anytime by visiting mymedicaid.la.gov or 

by emailing mymedicaid@la.gov.  It is very im-

portant for Medicaid beneficiaries to read and 
respond to all correspondence received from the 

Louisiana Department of Health during this criti-

cal time

La. Medicaid

launches phone

campaign

www.mymedicaid.la.gov
www.acadiaparishtoday.com
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Editorial

“With regard to food shortage, 
yes, we did talk about food 
shortages.  And — and it’s going 
to be real.  The price of these 
sanctions is not just imposed upon 
Russia, it’s imposed upon an awful 
lot of countries as well, including 
European countries and our country 
as well.  And — because both 
Russia and Ukraine have been the 
breadbasket of Europe in terms of 
wheat…”

That was President Joe Biden 
on March 24 at the NATO summit 
in Brussels, Belgium, noting that 
because of Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine, as Ukraine and Russia 
combined account for about one-
third of global wheat exports, 
disruptions to distributing that food 
would cause food shortages all over 
the world.

In 2021, global wheat production 
was about 772 million tons, 75 
million of that came from Russia 
and another 33 million tons came 
from Ukraine. Any disruption 
of agriculture on that level could 
impact millions of people.

According to Oleg Nivievskyi, 
vice president of economic 
education at Kyiv School 
of Economics, speaking to 
LancasterFarming.com, wheat 
and corn production in Ukraine 
to decrease by 35 million pounds 
this year in Ukraine, and exports 
of wheat in Ukraine and Russia 
combined will decrease by 60 
million pounds in 2022, adding, 
“low income countries in Africa that 
depend on the grain will be severely 
impacted.”

Making matters worse, a lot of 

the farms are in 
eastern Ukraine 
where some 
of the fighting 
has been the 
heaviest, while 
the situation at 
Ukraine’s Black 
Sea ports in 
the south could 
mean even if the 
crops are not 

damaged because of the war, getting 
the exports out to sea could be 
problematic.

So far, the winter wheat crop 
is okay, but that could change. 
According to LancasterFarming.
com: “The current crop looks good, 
Nivievskyi said, but that’s where the 
optimism ends. Right now, he said, 
is the time of year when farmers 
are usually in their fields applying 
fertilizer and getting the land ready 
to plant. It’s a crucial step for every 
spring crop — not just wheat — yet 
in much of the country it may not be 
possible.”

Besides the risk of mines and 
other dangers on the roads and the 
fields, there are also massive fuel 
shortages that could make operating 
the tractors necessary for the harvest 
impossible.

High fuel costs, particularly of 
diesel, could make ramping up 
production in the U.S. and elsewhere 
more difficult. According to a 
report by the Associated Press’ Aya 
Batrawy, Steve Karnowski, and Rob 
Gillies: “Any increased production 
is running up against surging costs 
for supplies. The price of fuel 
has skyrocketed, and the cost of 

fertilizer was already high because 
of a crunch in natural gas acutely 
felt in Europe.” 

But it gets worse. About half of 
the wheat the World Food Program 
(WFP) purchases to help feed about 
125 million people around the world 
comes from Ukraine, with WFP 
Executive Director David Beasely 
told the Associated Press: “It will 
impact millions and millions of 
people, particularly in the poorest 
countries of the world.”

Meaning, if inflation remains 
high and the war in Ukraine 
continues, global food production 
could take such a hit that millions 
of people end of starving. So, what 
to do?

One area that could help farmers 
speed up production would be 
to lower artificial fuel costs. For 
example, the federal diesel tax 
is $0.2440 per gallon and states 
charge on average $0.3266 per 
gallon, according to the U.S. Energy 
Information Administration. If those 
were temporarily suspended, it 
could speed along production.

It’s one of those things where 
time is essential. The winter wheat 
was planted last year. The spring 
wheat gets planted in March, 
April and May in the northern 
hemisphere. If not enough seeds are 
planted this year to offset the war 
in Ukraine then President Biden 
is right, there are going to be food 
shortages.

Robert Romano is the Vice 

President of Public Policy at 

Americans for Limited Government 

Foundation.

Ukraine war could cause food
shortages, but high fuel prices could 
make it difficult to increase production

States adopting 
transgender bills

The movement to ban transgender play-
ers from girls’ sports is growing, and the issue 
is going to surface for the second time at the 
current regular session of the Louisiana Leg-
islature. Democratic Gov. John Bel Edwards 
vetoed the first bill last year, and legislators 
were unable to get the 70 state House votes 
they needed to override the veto.

State Sen. Beth Mizell, R-Franklinton, is 
sponsor of both bills called the Fairness in 
Women’s Sports Act. They would require 
K-12 schools and higher education institutions 
to base members of male and female athletic 
teams on their biological sex.

The legislation last year passed the Senate 
29-6 and the House 78-19. The Senate at a veto 
session voted 26-12 to override Edwards’ veto, 
which met the two-thirds vote required. How-
ever, the 68-30 House vote was two votes short 
of the 70 required.

Edwards in his veto message said the bill 
unfairly targeted children, was not a real solu-
tion nor was there a real problem and passage 
would have had a major effect on the state’s 
economy because of convention cancellations.

Republican governors in Utah and Indiana 
vetoed similar bills in their states, but legisla-
tors in both states say they have whipped up the 
votes to override those vetoes. The governors 
say the bans address a problem that is virtually 
non-existent.

Four transgender student-athletes were play-
ing in Utah, and there were none in Indiana. 
However, lawmakers still argue that transgen-
der girls can have a physical advantage.

Utah Rep. Kera Birkeland, a Republican 
high school basketball coach who sponsored 
the original ban, said, “This is not about the 
number of children. This is not about a number 
at all. This is about a fundamental belief — that 
you either have or you don’t — that women’s 
sports need to be preserved for those who are 
biologically born as and identify as female.”

The Associated Press said many support-
ers of transgender bills point to transgender 
collegiate swimmer Lia Thomas, who won an 
individual title at an NCAA swimming and div-
ing championship. Florida’s Republican Gov. 
Ron DeSantis issued a proclamation declaring 
the runner-up was the “real winner.”

Mizell’s legislation this year is Senate Bill 
44. It says a males’, boys’, or men’s team or 
event is only for students who are biological 
males. A females’, girls’, or women’s team or 
event is only for students who are biological 
females. The legislation is pending in the Sen-
ate Education Committee.

Edwards in last year’s veto message said, 
“When presented to the legislative commit-
tees, there was universal agreement that this 
issue is not, nor has it ever been, experienced 
in Louisiana.” He said the Louisiana High 
School Athletic Association already has policies 
in place that prevent any unfair advantage in 
athletic competition.

The Legislature succeeded in overriding 
Edwards’ veto of a congressional redistricting 
bill this week. That has obviously increased 
speculation about whether Mizell’s transgender 
bill, which is expected to be approved, might 
enjoy the same fate.

American Press

Guest Editorial

The Crowley Post-Signal invites 

its readers to write letters to the 

editor to appear in our public fo-

rum editions.

If you have an opinion about an 

item of local interest, a response 

to any of our articles or a message 

to our readers, please write to us.

We will print letters that are to 

the point and which contain opin-

ions supported by sound judg-

ment and/or documentation.

Letters must be typed and 

should not be excessively long.

Defamatory or libelous material 

will not be published upon the de-

cision of the editor.

No political endorsements for 

candidates or election issues will 

be printed as letters to the edi-

tor prior to or during an election 

campaign. The Crowley Post-Sig-

nal does not print letters without 

names.

All letters printed will have to 

have a signature and the name 

will be printed along with the let-

ter.

All letters to the editor must also 

include address and telephone 

number for verification purposes. 

No anonymous letters will be pub-

lished under any circumstances.

Please send your letters to: 

Letters to the Editor, c/o Crow-

ley Post-Signal, P.O. Box 1589, 
Crowley, LA 70526 or e-mail us at  

editor@CrowleyToday.com

Letter Policy
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Robert

Romano

Senator John Kennedy’s (R-LA) 
recent op-ed “No More IMF Subsi-
dies for Dictators” shines the light 
on a very dark subject, the Inter-
national Monetary Funds “Special 
Drawing Rights” (SDR’s) that are 
backed by the U.S. Treasury—and 
with the help of the Biden Admin-
istration (who could have vetoed it) 
allowed Russia, China, and Iran to 
draw down $62 billion last August 
in a manner that by-passed Con-
gress. The Biden Administration 
was very busy last August as they 
were also withdrawing from Af-
ghanistan and abandoning Bagram 
Air Base to the Taliban—while 
watching Russia mobilizing against 
Ukraine and starting up negotiations 
with Iran on the Nuclear deal.

SDR’s are the brainchild of 
global political leaders and their 
crony central bankers who realized 
the ball game was almost over for 
their money printing to fund deficit 
spending on welfare benefits neces-
sary to buy votes and power—and 
that they therefore needed access 
to a new type of currency that 
wasn’t subject to U.S. control or the 
control of their country’s legisla-
ture. Once awarded to a country, 

SDR’s can then 
be exchanged for 
hard currency 
like dollars and 
euros on demand 
without having to 
repay the princi-
pal. Why would 
America do 
this? Yet Presi-
dent Biden and 
Treasury Secre-

tary Yellen fully supported the new 
SDR’s; did they think this through 
fully?

Unfortunately, SDR’s could also 
be used to replace the Dollar as 
the Global Reserve Currency. In 
fact, with the Sanctions that Biden 
has put on Russia recently, he has 
unwittingly pushed Russia toward 
China on several trade issues like 
buying Russian oil and gas with 
SDR’s rather than with dollars as is 
now required. With Federal Reserve 
policies resulting in significant in-
flation that depreciates the value of 
the dollar (and the value of its $30 
trillion national debt), SDR’s are 
looking good.

Biden also has Russia negotiat-
ing the Iran Nuclear Deal for us, 

which he plans to again by-pass 
Congress on in violation of the 
Constitution (he says it’s not a 
Treaty) because he will apparently 
provide $90 billion of sanctions 
relief to Iran--give Russia the right 
to construct a nuclear facility in 
Iran—and approve lax restrictions 
that will allow Iran to become a 
nuclear threshold state by 2024 or 
2025. Israel is furious. 

Meanwhile, back at the home 
front Mr. Biden tells Europe that 
they can buy American gas to 
avoid Putin’s chokehold—but his 
U.S. energy policies use financial 
regulation to restrict capital to oil 
companies and environmental laws 
to drown energy expansion and 
pipeline construction in a sea of 
litigation. 

Holy Scripture tells us that “who-
ever is not with us is against us.” Is 
it time for Congress to ask President 
Biden if he is still with us? 

 Steve Gardes is a Certified 
Public Accountant (CPA) and Certi-

fied Valuation Analyst (CVA) with 
over 40 years of public accounting 

experience.

Steve
Gardes

Is President Biden still with us?

www.lancasterfarming.com
https://gov.louisiana.gov
https://www.kennedy.senate.gov/public
https://www.cassidy.senate.gov
https://clayhiggins.house.gov
www.acadiaparishtoday.com


 

DEAR ABBY: I am 

a divorced single moth-

er who has finally met 
someone. His name is 

“Greg,” and we’ve been 

dating for two months.

Greg is also divorced 

and financially stable. 
The one thing I really like 

is that he gets along well 

with my teenage son. 

The problem is, every 

two or three weeks, Greg 

falls into a deep sleep that 

lasts three days.

He’ll get up for a glass 

of water or to run to the 

store, but goes right back 

to sleep.

It causes him to miss 

work, and oftentimes he 

becomes verbally abusive 

during these episodes.

Over Christmas, I saw 

him coherent for only 10 

minutes the entire week-

end. When he wasn’t 

half-asleep, he was call-

ing me names, belittling 

my self-worth and telling 

me nobody but he would 

ever love me so I had 

“better stay.”

On Christmas Eve, I 

was left alone and crying 

in a dark living room. 

When these episodes 

aren’t happening, he’s 

attentive and charming. 

His daughter told me he’s 

been like this for years.

I feel resentful about 

everything he’s put me 

through in such a short 

amount of time, but I’m 

afraid I will never find 
someone else after being 

single and lonely for so 

long.

Can I get your advice 

on how to view his situa-

tion? -- INCREDULOUS 
IN OKLAHOMA

DEAR INCREDU-

LOUS: Greg’s behavior 

is not normal. Talk to him 

when he’s conscious. Ask 

if he remembers what 

happens to his personality 

during these extended pe-

riods when he’s “asleep.”

Tell him his rants are 

hurtful and verbally abu-

sive. Ask what he thinks 

causes these episodes. 

Could he be having 

an adverse reaction to a 

medication or some other 

substance he’s taking, be-

cause the person you’re 

encountering isn’t the 

Greg you love. 

Greg may need to be 

examined physically and 

neurologically to ensure 

he doesn’t have a medical 

issue.

However, if he refus-

es, draw the line NOW 

and end the relationship 

because it won’t improve 

without intervention.

As lonely as you may 

be, PLEASE consider 

how lonely your future 

will be if you stay with 

him, and how damaging 

it will be to your impres-

sionable son.

DEAR ABBY: How 

do I deal with a difficult 
co-worker?

I’m kind, polite and 

courteous to this person, 

and they are short, rude 

and condescending in re-

sponse.

They are the type of 

person who wouldn’t care 

if I approached them and 

told them my feelings are 

hurt, and probably would 

make fun of me behind 

my back.

How do I deal with 

this person? It makes me 
want to leave my job. -- 

PEEVED IN PENNSYL-

VANIA

DEAR PEEVED: 

Does this co-worker treat 

everyone the way they 

treat you? If the answer is 
yes, then as a group docu-

ment these incidents and 

inform your supervisor 

or employer the person 

is creating a hostile work 

environment.

If you are the only em-

ployee getting the brunt 

of your co-worker’s hos-

tility, you will have to 

speak to your employer 

yourself.

And if nothing can be 

done to remedy the situ-

ation, you may have to 

seek employment else-

where.

Dear Abby is written 
by Abigail Van Buren, 

also known as Jeanne 
Phillips, and was found-

ed by her mother, Pauline 

Phillips. Contact Dear 

Abby at www.DearAbby.
com or P.O. Box 69440, 

Los Angeles, CA 90069.
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• Metal Panels
• Purlins
• Trim
• Screws

Metal Buildings
Free Estimates

All Acadia Parish Early Childhood Network par-

ticipants, including public schools, Head Start pro-

grams, and child care centers, are beginning to ac-

cept applications for all early childhood programs 

for the 2022-2023 school year. In addition to on-

site registration at each site, the district office has 
launched an initial, online application to begin the 

application process. Once completed, the initial in-

formation will be sent to the school/site of interest. 

If you have questions, please feel free to contact 

your school or program of interest or email prek.

support@acadia.k12.la.us. 

To complete the initial, online application, please go 

to the Acadia Parish School Board Website at aca-

dia.k12.la.us and click Acadia Parish Pre-K Ap-

plication 2022-2023. We look forward to working 

with you and your child!

Acadia Parish School Board

Early Childhood and Pre-Kindergarten 
Registration 2022-2023

After Your Mother, Father And Doctor, 
The Most Important Person You May Ever Know

Do you recognize her? She’s one of health’s 
greatest allies, and your reliable authority 
on medicines and health products. At The 
Medicine Shoppe® pharmacy, she’s also your 
personal health advisor; a professional who 
takes time to know you and help with health 
care questions and concerns. And she’s the one 
person you can count on for your pharmacy 
health care needs for many years to come. 
She’s you Medicine Shoppe® pharmacist.

Brandy Freed, R.Ph.
704 N. Parkerson Ave.
Crowley, LA 70526
M-F 9:00-5:30, Sat. 9:00-12:00

✆ (337)783-9084

© Medicine Shoppe International, Inc. a Cardinal Health company. All rights reserved. 962a

Visit our Web site at

www.crowley.medicineshoppe.com

The Louisiana iris (Iris 

spp.) has been named the 

spring 2022 Louisiana Su-

per Plant selection by the 

LSU AgCenter.

It comes as no surprise 

to Louisianians that this 

native beauty is worthy of 

this title. No other flower 
conjures thoughts of Loui-

siana more than the iris, 

except maybe the southern 

magnolia.

This herbaceous, semi-

evergreen perennial grows 

best in full sun but will 

perform well in partial 

shade. Blooming begins in 

late March and continues 

through May, and flowers 
come in a wide range of 

colors including burgundy, 

blue, lavender, pink, pur-

ple, red, white and yellow.

Plants actively grow be-

ginning in the fall in Octo-

ber through early summer.

The Louisiana iris has 

a dormant period at the 

end of summer in August 

through October. This is 

the best time to divide 

clumps of iris. Overcrowd-

ed areas will not be as 

healthy and can diminish 

flower production. 
This iris spreads by 

rhizomes — continuously 

growing, horizontal, un-

derground stems that put 

out shoots and adventi-

tious roots at growing 

points. These can be cut 

into individual portions so 

long as the section has at 

least one growing point.

Division of clumps 

should be done during the 

dormant period in late 

summer. Divided clumps 

can be shared with friends 

and neighbors, relocated to 

a new location in the gar-

den or planted in contain-

ers.

Louisiana irises also 

can be planted successful-

ly in the spring from con-

tainers purchased at retail 

garden centers.

There are five main 
species of Louisiana iris: 

Iris fulva, I. brevecaulis, I. 

hexagonaI, I. nelsonii and 

I. giganticaerulea. Hun-

dreds of cultivars and hy-

brid crosses have occurred 

both naturally and as a 

result of breeders seeking 

unique flower colors.
Irises are an excellent 

selection for low areas that 

hold water because they 

are so water tolerant. Addi-

tionally, they make a good 

selection for rain gardens 

and can be planted along 

the banks of ponds or lakes 

to help stabilize the soil.

Plants do well also in 

containers and in raised 

garden beds.

There are few pest and 

disease issues associated 

with the Louisiana iris. 

The plant disease rust 

can affect it and typically 

shows up as tiny red or 

dark brown spots with yel-

low margins on the leaves 

and stems of the plants.

Rust often appears in 

early summer after flow-

ering has stopped. The 

disease does not typically 

kill plants and because it 

shows up after flowering 
has completed, it is not 

necessary to treat. Fungi-

cides such as an organic 

copper can be used to help 

control it in heavily affect-

ed plants.

Caterpillars, iris bor-

ers, leaf miners, snails and 

slugs can sometimes be 

a problem. Most do not 

cause severe damage, and 

plants typically bounce 

back with no issues.

In severe infestations, 

you can use a systemic 

pesticide but follow the 

label directions strictly. 

You also can try organic 

options. Remember, in-

secticides not only control 

the pest problems, but they 

may also harm pollinators.

Irises can be fertilized 

in the fall in late October 

or early November when 

they begin actively grow-

ing again. They can also be 

fertilized in the springtime 

just before flowers emerge 
to give them a boost for 

flower production.
Use slow-release gran-

ular or liquid fertilizers. 

You can also try organic 

options such as compost or 

worm castings to help im-

prove the soil.

Cut faded flower 
blooms off where the stalk 

emerges from the foliage 

to prevent seedpod forma-

tion and to conserve ener-

gy for future flowers.
Louisiana Super Plants 

is the AgCenter’s educa-

tional program that pro-

motes university-tested, 

industry-approved plants. 

For more information on 

the initiative and a list 

of previously announced 

Super Plants, visit www.

lsuagcenter.com/super-

plants.

La. iris named Spring 2022 Louisiana Super Plant

The Boiled Crawfish Louisiana iris is a gorgeous bur-
gundy and yellow selection. (Photo by Ashley Edwards/
LSU AgCenter)

The Creole Can Can Louisiana iris has a 
deep purple, almost blue, flower. (Photo 
by Ashley Edwards/LSU AgCenter)

The Southdowns Louisiana iris is a gor-
geous yellow selection. (Photo by Ashley 
Edwards/LSU AgCenter)
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Betty Miller

Butch Abshire

Charles Jacks

China Guillory

Crystal Richard

David Schexnider

Dr. Chad Millet

Maranda Ewing

Maria Martin

Mildred Leonards

Tiffany L. Sarver

Tray LaCombe

Vanessa L. Cormier

Glen and Pandora Myers

Mary and Roy Cormier

Shannon and Tiffany 

Menard

April 4

Amy Guidry

Andrew Ashby

Ann B. Mire

Belba Turk

Billy Edrington

Bridget Pellerin

Carl Broussard

Cassandra Grant

David E. Oglethorpe

Denise Monroe

Donald Ray LeBlanc

Fr. Ed Cosgrove

Heather Taylor

Keenon Michel Leger

Marc Riche

Mary Elizabeth

Signorelli

Mindi Thibodeaux

Monica Hilliard

Paul J. Brasino

Randy Leonards

Ryan McFarlain

Sharon Marks Francis

Taylor Roy

Thomas Barousse

Daniel and Sandra

Bellard

Doc and Charlotte 

Zaunbrecher

Mary and Albert Gray

Ronald and Pamela

Menard

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Boyfriend’s bizarre stupor comes with torrent of abuse

Dear 

Abby
By Abigail Van Buren

www.isuagcenter.com/super
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Monday

Mostly Cloudy

80°   67°

Wednesday

Partly Cloudy

84°   58°

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:23 a.m.Moonrise

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:55 a.m.Sunrise tomorrow

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:57 a.m.Moonrise tomorrow

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:59 p.m.Moonset tomorrow

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 p.m.Sunset tomorrow

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:01 p.m.Moonset

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:29 p.m.Sunset

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:56 a.m.Sunrise

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Baton Rouge

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bossier City

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hammond

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Houma

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Kenner

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lafayette

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lake Charles

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Metairie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .s

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .s

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .s

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .s

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .s

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .s

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .s

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .s

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .s. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Alexandria

Today Monday

City Hi Lo Wx Hi Lo Wx

80 54 79 62 mc

80 56 79 67 pc

80 55 79 60 mc

81 54 80 64 mc

79 58 80 67 mc

78 59 80 67 mc

82 57 81 68 mc

82 59 80 67 mc

77 60 78 67 mc

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .44 p.m.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7Noon

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .08 a.m.

UV Index for 3 periods of the day

ATCHAFALAYA RIVER

Flood Stage Today Change

Simmesport 47 30.26 -0.77

Butte La Rose 20 15.82 -0.10

Morgan City 6 5.10 +0.24

Krotz Springs 29 21.14 -0.50

CALCASIEU RIVER

Flood Stage Today Change

Port of L. Charles 3 2.50 +2.41

Salt Water Barr 4 3.15 +1.05

MERMENTAU RIVER

Flood Stage Today Change

Mermentau 4 2.91 +0.53

MISSISSIPPI RIVER

Flood Stage Today Change

Cairo 40 35.24 -0.17

Baton Rouge 35 34.74 -0.78

Vicksburg 43 39.99 -1.72

Reserve 22 18.52 -0.53

VERMILLION RIVER

Flood Stage Today Change

Lafayette 10 6.24 -0.47

Lake Martin 11 3.77 -0.81

Atchafalaya Bay at Eugene Island

High Ft. Low Ft.

Today 6:05 am 1.7 10:35 am 1.2

3:01 pm 1.4 10:42 pm 0.2

Atchafalaya Bay at Lighthouse Point

High Ft. Low Ft.

Today 6:43 am 1.5 11:41 am 1.0

4:20 pm 1.2 None NA

Atchafalaya Bay at Shell Island

High Ft. Low Ft.

Today 3:31 pm 0.6 12:02 am 0.1

None NA None NA

Calcasieu Pass

High Ft. Low Ft.

Today 5:55 am 1.7 11:34 am 1.0

4:04 pm 1.4 11:27 pm 0.0

East Point on Grand Isle

High Ft. Low Ft.

Today 11:11 am 0.9 9:55 pm 0.0

None NA None NA

Galveston

High Ft. Low Ft.

Today 6:49 am 1.7 12:56 pm 1.0

5:10 pm 1.2 None NA

Vermillion Bay at Southwest Pass

High Ft. Low Ft.

Today 9:42 am 1.1 8:10 pm 0.0

None NA None NA

0-2: Minimal
The higher the UV 

index, the higher the 
need for eye and 
skin protection.

3-4: Low

5-6: Moderate

7-9: High

10+: Very High

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Natchitoches

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .New Orleans

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Opelousas

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ruston

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Shreveport . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .s

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .s

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .s

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .s

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .s

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .s. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Monroe

Today Monday

City Hi Lo Wx Hi Lo Wx

83 45 80 61 mc

79 53 80 61 mc

76 60 77 67 mc

76 51 80 60 mc

78 52 80 59 mc

79 56 78 61 mc

First

4/9

Full

4/16

Last

4/23

New

4/30

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76Normal High

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87 in 1908Record High

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00"Precipitation

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.72"Precipitation Year to Date

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14.03"Precipitation Normal Year to Date

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00"Precipitation Month to Date

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 in 1937Record Low

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55Normal Low

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49Low Temperature

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68High Temperature

Temperatures & Precipitation Friday

Data as reported from Lafayette

Thursday

Mostly Sunny

76°   45°

Tuesday

Showers Likely

81°   65°

Tonight

Partly Cloudy

57°

Today

Mostly Sunny

81°

Today's State Forecast

Alexandria
80/54

Bastrop
76/51

Bogalusa
81/52

CROWLEY
81/57 Houma

79/58

Lafayette
82/57

Lake Charles
82/59

Monroe
83/45

New Orleans
76/60

Shreveport
79/56

Temperatures shown are today's

highs and tonight's lows.

AlmanacParish Forecast

Today we will see mostly sunny 

skies with a high temperature of 

81°, humidity of 47%. East 

northeast wind 5 to 8 mph. The 

record high temperature for today 

is 88° set in 1939. Expect partly 

cloudy skies tonight with an 

overnight low of 57°. East 

southeast wind 7 mph. The record 

low for tonight is 33° set in 1915. 

Monday, skies will be mostly cloudy 

with a slight chance of showers and 

thunderstorms, high temperature of 

80°, humidity of 68%. East 

southeast wind 5 to 14 mph.

Sun and Moon

Moon Phases

For weather updates, please visit:

www.WhatsOurWeather.com

Regional Cities

Weather (Wx): cl/cloudy; fl/flurries; mc/mostly cloudy; pc/
partly cloudy; r/rain; rs/rain & snow; s/sunny; sh/showers; sn/

snow; ss/snow showers; t/thunderstorms

UV Index

River Stages Tides

National Map

National Forecast

The Northeast will see mostly cloudy skies with the highest temperature of 56 in 

Salisbury, Md. The Southeast will experience mostly clear to partly cloudy skies 

with the highest temperature of 88 in The Hammocks, Fla. The central United 

States will see partly cloudy skies with isolated rain, highest temperature of 86 in 

Presidio, Texas. In the Northwest there will be partly to mostly cloudy skies with 

isolated rain and snow, highest temperature of 67 in Ontario, Ore. The 

Southwest will see partly to mostly cloudy skies with the highest temperature of 

90 in Parker, Ariz.

427 W. Hoyt Ave. • Crowley • 1-337-783-3763

Looking for a new venue for 
Lunch in Crowley?

Try the

Serving great 
burgers, salads, 

chicken 
sandwiches 

and fresh tuna.

Open every day 
of the week

10:30 a.m. until

Bayou Bend
G o L f  &  H e a L t H  C L u B  G R I L L

Everyone is 

welcome! 720 N. Ave. K (Located in the old Crowley Hospital) 
Crowley, LA 70526 • 1-337-783-7100

Therapists: Daryl Albro, MPT, Emily Fruge, DPT and Jessie Broussard, LOTR

Therapist Daryl Albro offers 
complete therapy care to 

maximize functional ability 
and improve quality of life at

Daryl Albro

ExtEndEd WEEkEnd Hours

Open Mon. - Fri. 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Sat. & Sun 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

155 Odd Fellows Road • Crowley
1-337-514-5200

Locally Owned & Operated

Advertising
means 
money 
in your 
pocket!

Remember the 

more the public

sees your 

name,

the more they

recognize your

service or 

product!

602 N. Parkerson Ave. • Crowley
783-3450

Open Monday - Friday

CROWLEY – The show-

down that was supposed to be 

a huge test for the Notre Dame 

Lady Pios Thursday wound up 

being just another pop quiz.

In a battle of Class 2A’s top 

two teams - select and non-select 

- it was the Lady Pios who came 

up with all the answers in the 

two teams’  District 6-2A show-

down.

The Lady Pios, Division III’s 

top-ranked team, belted out 17 

hits, including three home runs 

and three doubles, in cruising  to 

a surprisingly easy 16-4 victory 

over the Lady Red Devils.

The victory sent the Lady 

Pios to 23-2 overall and 3-0 in 

league play heading into Mon-

day’s road trip to Moss Bluff 

where they will take on Class 

5A’s eight-ranked Sam Houston 

at 5 p.m.

Port Barre fell to 19-3 overall 

and 3-1 in league play with the 

loss.

“This was No. 1 versus No. 

1  and we just wanted to punch 

them in the mouth first and see 
how they responded,” said ND 

coach Dale Serie. “And if they 

get back up, just keep swinging.”

That’s exactly what Serie’s 

squad did.

The Lady Pios erupted for 11 

hits and 10 runs over the first two 
frames to take total control.

“We wanted to play fast 

and try to put some pressure on 

them,” said Serie. “We had a lot 

of things working. I don’t think 

they (Port Barre) played bad, we 

just swung the bat really well.”

Leadoff hitter Keleigh Spell 

gave the guests a spark with a 

leadoff double to start the game 

and Corine Poncho followed 

with an RBI single to give Notre 

Dame a quick lead.

Maddie Murrell added a two-

run double later in the frame and 

Macey Freed logged a two-out 

RBI single to put the Lady Pios 

up 5-0.

The hits just kept coming 

for Notre Dame in the second 

frame.

The Lady Pios logged six 

more hits and pushed across five 
more runs to up the lead to 10-0.

Poncho started the barrage 

with her 25th home run of the 

season, a two-run blast to center 

field. Caylyn Henry and Mur-
rell each had an RBI single and 

Freed doubled in a run later in 

the frame.

“Offensively, we are really 

hitting our stride,” said Serie. 

“We’re settling in and we have 

kids that are stepping up and 

playing really well.”

The Lady Devils got on the 

board in the bottom of the sec-

ond inning thanks to a solo home 

run, but Notre Dame answered 

back with two runs of their own 

in the top of third on RBI singles 

from Henry and Murrell.

The Lady Devils scored three 

runs in the bottom of the frame 

on just two hits and three walks.

Abigail Savoy then belted 

her 21st home run of the year 

in the top of the fourth inning, a 

two-run bomb. Poncho followed 

with a single and Callie Maitre 

tacked on another run with an 

RBI single to left field.
Murrell put the finishing 

touches on the game with a lead-

off home run in the top of the 

fifth inning to push the lead to 
16-4.

The Lady Devils got one run-

ner on base in the bottom of the 

fifth on a walk, but they failed to 
push a run across.

The Lady Pios had six play-

ers log multiple hits in the vic-

tory.

Murrell led the charge with 

four hits, including a home run 

and five RBI, and Poncho was 
3-for-3 with a home run and 

three RBI.

Maitre added three hits, in-

cluding a double, and one RBI, 

Freed had a single, a double and 

two RBI and Henry had a pair of 

singles and two RBI. 

In addition, Spell logged a 

single and a double and Savoy 

had a two-run home run.

“We’re getting contributions 

across the board offensively,” 

said Serie. “Our Big Three (Pon-

cho, Savoy and Maci Bergeron) 

are swinging it extremely well 

but they have girls around them 

that can hit as well.”

Poncho picked up the victory 

in the circle after surrendering 

just four runs on four hits and 

five walks. She struck out two.

THE POST-SIGNAL / Jason Faul

Notre Dame’s Maddie Murrell crushes a home run Thursday dur-
ing the Lady Pios’ 16-4 victory over Class 2A’s top-ranked Port 
Barre. Murrell had four hits and drove in five runs in the victory.

Lady Pios blow out No. 1 Port Barre

CROWLEY – The honors continue to 

roll in for Northside Christian basketball 

standout Jaggar Thibodeaux.

After earning MVP honors on the 7-C 

All-District team, Thibodeaux was recent-

ly awarded a spot on the Louisiana Sports 

Writers Association Class C All-State team 

as an honorable mention.

Thibodeaux, a senior guard, helped lead 

the Warriors to a 25-win season and the No. 

5 seed in the Division V playoffs where they 

lost to No. 4 St. Joseph’s - Plaucheville in 

the quarterfinal round, 59-55.
The Warriors’ floor general averaged a 

double-double on the season with just over 

19 points and 12 assists per game. He also 

collected eight rebounds and logged seven 

steals per outing.

John-Paul Ricks of Jehovah Jireh head-

lined this year’s All-State team by claiming 

the Outstanding Player honor. The senior 

averaged 28 points, eight rebounds, seven 

assists and five steals in leading his team to 
the Division V state title game for the sixth 

straight year.

Family Christian’s Isaac Fontenot-

Amedee was tabbed as the Coach of the 

year after guiding his squad to their first title 
since 2002.

Family Christian’s Bryson Martin, Gib-

sland-Coleman’s Terrance James, Calvin’s 

Joseph Adams and Phoenix’s Derwin Ancar 

round out the first team selections.
Members of the second  team include 

Family Christian’s Chance Martin, Simp-

son’s Braxton Basco, Hornbeck’s Brady 

Alexander, Gibsland-Colean’s Dontarias 

Coleman and Calvin’s Wayne Curtis.

Joining Thibodeaux on the honorable 

mention list are St. Joseph’s Quay Seaberry, 

Plainview’s Tyren Johnson, Pleasant Hill’s 

C.J. Scott,  Phoenix’s Rondell Battle and 

Hornbeck’s Jaren Mitcham.

Thibodeaux earns All-State 
honorable mention status

NCS senior Jaggar Thibodeaux

HACKBERRY – The Northside 

Christian Lady Warriors exploded for 18 

hits and took advantage of nine walks 

and four Hackberry errors to cruise past 

the Mustangs, 23-3, Thursday in a Dis-

trict 6-C contest.

The victory sent the Lady Warriors to 

10-2 overall and 2-0 in league play.

The Lady Warriors jumped out to an 

11-3 lead after two innings and scored 12 

unanswered over the final two frames to 
end the game by virtue of the mercy rule.

Madelynn Hebert picked up the vic-

tory in the circle after allowing three runs 

on three hits and one walk. She struck out 

six in four innings.

Karlee Abshire, Mackenzie Credeur 

and Kinsley Foreman paced the Lady 

Warriors’ offensive attack with three hits 

each. 

Abshire had a double and a triple 

and drove in four runs; Credeur added a 

double and three RBI and Foreman had a 

double, a home run and two RBI. 

Kali Helton followed with two hits, 

including a double, and four RBI, Abby 

Cart added two singles and two RBI and 

Rory Thibodeaux logged two singles and 

one RBI.

In addition, Sei Guidry and Avery Qui-

bodeaux each had a single and an RBI, 

Abigail Richard logged a double and Ka-

mrie Breaux finished with two RBI.
The Lady Warriors return to action on 

Monday with a 5:30 p.m. road contest at 

Welsh.

Lady Warriors cruise past Hackberry in District 6-C play

www.whatsourweather.com
www.acadiaparishtoday.com
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161 W. Maple Ave. • Eunice, La 70535
Phone (337)457-5100 • Fax (337)546-6039 or (337)546-1145
www.frey-construction.com • freydirtservice@yahoo.com

    SUPPLIES
• 15 Yard Containers
• 30 Yard Containers
• Scrap Containers 

• Concrete Containers
• Hazard Waste Disposal

Construction

& Dirt Service, LLC

Horoscope

Crossword Puzzle

Sunday, April 3, 2022: It’s a largely laid-back Sunday, 

giving us the option to use it how we see fit. If we want to 
get out of the house and try something new or outside the 

norm, today presents us with the opportunity. But if we pre-

fer to lay low and chill instead, we should be able to do that 

too without much of an issue. Ultimately, we can expect the 

day to show us where me might need to be more flexible or 
open-minded in some way, especially if there’s something 

that doesn’t go as planned.

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) If you’re in the mood 

to shop today, think about putting your dollars to good use 

by supporting a small or independent business. Give eco-

friendly products a try too.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) You might not be feel-

ing too social right now. If that’s the case, enjoy your own 

company.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Anxiousness might have 

you feeling out of sorts today. Try watching films or listen-

ing to music that gives you comfort.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) A friend might want to 

pull you out of the house for a little bit. Say yes; you’ll have 

a good time.

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22) Are you taking on too much 

right now? Don’t try to be a hero. It’s OK to tell people no. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22) Your personal views or 

beliefs might be challenged today. That’s OK, because you 

were due for a change.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Something comes up out of 

the blue that could throw a hitch in your plans. Sometimes 

this is life’s way of redirecting you to something better.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) An unexpected or seren-

dipitous encounter with someone might push you a bit out 

of your comfort zone. Don’t worry; it’ll be good for you. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Stress could be 

running high for you today. Moving or stretching your body 

could help you find your chill.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 19) Romance is the spice 

of life for you right now. Go and have some fun. If you’re 

feeling like flying solo, take yourself out for a date.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to Feb. 18) Reorganizing or 

redecorating your home space could be fun. It can also help 

you manifest some new things into your life.

PISCES (Feb. 19 to March 20) You’re feeling the urge 

to do something different. Pretend to be a tourist for a day 

and explore your city in a new way. 

FOR TODAY’S BIRTHDAY: You must always do 

things your own way. You’re not easily bothered by 

anything. However, you’re no pushover either. Once you 

set your mind on something, you don’t let up until you hit 

your mark. You hold your ground. You’re pragmatic when 

you need to be, but you’re also not afraid to take risks -- if 

they’re well calculated. You succeed, because when you ap-

ply yourself to a goal or task, you give it your all. This year, 

you could find yourself striking out on your own in your 
career and going in a more entrepreneurial direction. You 

also might discover a new passion.

ABBEVILLE – The 

Crowley Gents evened their 

record at 9-9 and improved 

to 4-0 in District 6-3A play 

Thursday with an 18-2 

thrashing of Abbeville.

The Gents jumped out 

to a 3-1 advantage in the 

first inning before scoring 
five runs in each of the fol-
lowing two frames.

The guests added to 

their lead in the third in-

ning with a four-run out-

burst and tacked on one run 

in the fifth.
The Wildcats answered 

with a single run in the bot-

tom of the frame before the 

game was halted due to the 

mercy rule.

Dante Seaux picked up 

the victory on the mound 

after allowing one run on 

four hits through three in-

nings. He struck out five.
Dawson Hoffpauir 

pitched the fourth inning 

and gave up one unearned 

run on four walks.

Jackson Istre took the 

mound in the fifth inning 
and sat the side down in 

order with three strikeouts.

The Gents had four 

players collect multiple 

hits in the victory.

Randy Fontenot and 

Gavin Boudreaux led the 

charge with two hits and 

three RBI each.

Seaux added two hits 

and two RBI and Ryan Tra-

han had a pair of singles.

In addition to the lead-

ers, Jackson Istre added 

a single and drove in two 

runs, Brayden Simon had 

a run-scoring single and 

Camerin Trahan picked up 

a pinch-hit single.

Hoffpauir, Drew 

Thompson and Jade Mire 

each finished with one 
RBI.

The Gents took advan-

tage of five Abbeville er-
rors and 11 walks in the 

five-inning contest.
They also swiped eight 

bases. 

Kyle Deville, Hoff-

pauir, Istre and Trahan 

finished the day with two 
stolen bases each and Fon-

tenot had one.

Warriors pitch 

shutout at Hackberry

CROWLEY – Jaggar 

Thibodeaux limited the 

Hackberry Mustangs to just 

two hits and struck out nine 

Thursday to help lead the 

Northside Christian War-

riors to a 10-0 victory at 

Miller Stadium.

The Warriors improved 

to 8-8 overall and 2-0 in 

league play with the victory.

The game was halted 

after the sixth inning due to 

the mercy rule.

Thibodeaux also had two 

hits and drove in two runs to 

help his own cause.

He plated a run in the 

first inning on a groundout 
to the right side of the infield 
and another run crossed the 

plate on a wild pitch to give 

the hosts a quick 2-0 advan-

tage.

Two more runs crossed 

the plate in the second in-

ning on two errors and Car-

son Tweedel logged a sacri-

fice fly in the third to push 
the lead to 5-0.

A wild pitch and another 

error in the fourth inning led 

to two more runs and An-

drew Woods delivered an 

RBI single in the fifth.
The ninth run of the game 

for the Warriors scored on a 

passed ball in the sixth in-

ning before Thibodeaux 

came through with an RBI 

single to end the game.

Thibodeaux had two of 

the Warriors five hits on the 
day. Woods added a single 

and an RBI, Jonathan Tay-

lor had a double and Hud-

son Suiter had a single. 

Dogs upend Panthers

IOTA – Tyler LeJeune 

and Nick Duplechain com-

bined for three hits and five 
RBI Thursday to help lead 

the Iota Bulldogs to a 6-1 

victory over Pine Prairie.

The victory, Iota’s sev-

enth straight, sends the Bull-

dogs to 19-2 overall and 5-0 

in District 5-3A play.

The Bulldogs trailed 1-0 

before LeJeune’s two run 

double in the second in-

ning. Duplechain added a 

run-scoring single to put the 

hosts up 3-1.

LeJeune plated a run on 

a single in the third inning 

and an error led to another 

run before Duplechain col-

lected an RBI on a sacrifice 
fly in the sixth.

LeJeune finished with 
two hits and three RBI and 

Duplechain had one hit and 

two RBI

Andrew Mouton, Matt 

Crochet, Eli Ardoin and 

Dawson Wallace each had 

one hit in the victory.

Duplechain also picked 

up the victory on the mound 

after allowing one unearned 

run on four hits and four 

walks. He struck out four.

Lady Dogs sweep Ville 

Platte in doubleheader

-IOTA – The Iota Lady 

Bulldogs improved to 12-11 

overall and 5-1 in District 

5-3A Thursday with a dou-

bleheader sweep of Ville 

Platte.

The hosts claimed a 16-0 

victory in the first game and 
they later took the nightcap, 

11-0.

Joslyn Fruge picked up 

the victory in the circle in 

the opener by tossing a no-

hit shutout. She walked two 

and struck out six in three 

innings.

Haydyn Schexnayder 

tossed a two-hit shutout 

in the second game. She 

walked one and struck out 

four in five innings.
The Lady Dogs collect-

ed 20 hits in the two games.

Ella Credeur led the of-

fensive charge with a 4-for-

4 performance that included 

three triples, a double and 

four RBI. Aydah Douget 

also had four hits and drove 

in three runs.

Charly Sensat added 

three hits, including two 

doubles, and three RBI;  

Chloe Bordelon had a dou-

ble, a home run and five 
RBI and Kylie Welch had 

two hits and three RBI.

Hailey Cormier added 

two hits and one RBI, Fruge 

logged a triple and one RBI, 

Malayna Daigle doubled in 

a run and Caitlyn Klumpp 

had an RBI single.

CROWLEY – Caleb 

Comeaux gave Notre Dame 

a chance and the Pios took 

full advantage of his efforts 

Thursday evening at Su-

preme Rice Field at Miller 

Stadium.

Comeaux, the Pios’ start-

ing pitcher, limited Division 

II’s top-ranked Teurlings 

Rebels to just three hits 

and Notre Dame’s offense 

pushed across runs in four 

of the six innings to record a 

stunning 7-3 victory over the 

Rebels.

The Pios improved to 

14-7 overall with the vic-

tory heading into Tuesday’s 

6 p.m. home contest against 

Eunice.

The Rebels fell to 20-2.

“This was a very big win 

for us,” said ND coach Chris 

Stevens. “Our offense was 

much improved from the 

weekend and then, of course, 

Caleb...all he does is get out 

there and throw strikes and 

he makes you beat him.

“He probably didn’t have 

his best stuff tonight, but he 

battled his tail off. He limited 

them to just three runs and if 

you keep that crooked num-

ber off the board, you’re go-

ing to have a shot.”

Comeaux worked six in-

nings before hitting his pitch 

count. He walked six and 

struck out two while allow-

ing just two earned runs.

Notre Dame’s offense 

gave the Pios a huge spark 

in the very first inning when 
Aidan Mouton drilled a Ko-

hen Stewart fastball over the 

left center field wall for a 
leadoff home run.

The Rebels answered 

back in the top of the second 

inning with a pair of runs to 

take a short lived 2-1 advan-

tage.

Wyatt Darby logged a 

two-out, two-run double to 

right field to give the guests 
the lead.

But Pios responded with 

a four-run inning in the bot-

tom of the frame to reclaim 

the lead for good.

Tripp Mixon led off the 

inning with a double down 

the left field line and fol-
lowing back-to-back walks 

to Matt Bernard and Austin 

Doucet, Evan LeBlanc de-

livered a two-run single to 

right field.
Another run crossed the 

plate on a wild pitch and 

Alex Stevens picked up an 

RBI on a sacrifice bunt that 
put the Pios up 5-2.

Mouton logged his sec-

ond hit of the game in the 

fourth inning, a single to 

left field, and then moved 
to third on an errant pickoff 

attempt. Karson Broussard 

followed with a sacrifice fly 
to center field to extend the 
advantage to 6-2.

The Pios plated their final 
run of the game one inning 

later when Luke Hoffpauir 

doubled to left field and 
scored on Andrew Abshire’s 

groundout to first base.
The Rebels picked up 

their final run in the top of 
the sixth when Ryan Rich-

ard reached base on an error 

and eventually scored on a 

bases-loaded walk.

Comeaux avoided any 

further damage by getting 

the final batter he faced to 
ground out to first base to 
end the inning.

The Rebels threatened in 

the top of the seventh inning 

when they loaded the bases 

with two outs on three walks 

by reliever Evan LeBlanc. 

But Matt Bernard took 

the mound after that and 

struck out the only batter he 

faced to close out the game.

In all, the Pios tallied nine 

hits, including two doubles 

and one home run.

“We got more barrels on 

the ball tonight than we have 

been getting,” said Stevens. 

“We really squared up some 

balls, but we hit it right at 

them at times.”

Mouton, Stevens and 

Mixon each had two hits for 

the Pios.

Mouton had a home run 

and one RBI, Mixon added a 

double and Stevens had one 

RBI.

LeBlanc singled in a pair 

of runs, Broussard had a sin-

gle and an RBI and Abshire 

drove in a run.

“Hopefully this gives us 

some momentum,” said Ste-

vens. “We don’t really have 

a bad loss, but we have a lot 

of close losses and we need-

ed to get over that hump. It 

was nice to do it against one 

of our biggest rivals.”

Pios stun top-ranked Teurlings

THE POST-SIGNAL / Jason Faul

Notre Dame’s Aidan Mouton turns on a pitch during 
a recent game. Mouton went 2-for-4 with a home run 
Thursday during the Pios’ 7-3 victory over Teurlings.

THE POST-SIGNAL / Chris Quebedeaux

Crowley High’s Brayden Simon makes a play during a 
recent game. Simon and the Gents defeated Abbeville 
Thursday, 18-2, in a District 6-3A road contest.

Prep Roundup: Gents crush Abbeville

www.frey-construction.com


 

ly building the entire novel 

around that dream.” 

Burnette said she started 

working on the book in 

2009, writing it in pieces, 

researching and editing, 

and finally completed it 
about six years later. 

“It was important to me 

to show my culture and 

show what is important to 

me [in the book],” she said. 

Burnette said that in 

addition to the main char-

acter, Eve — originally 

Evangeline — nearly every 

character in the book has 

a traditional Cajun or Cre-

ole name. Eve’s mother’s 

name is Serafine Labasilier, 
while her father’s is Che-

val. Perrine is her paternal 

grandmother.

Burnette said she also 

used names of women in 

her family for some of the 

characters, and some of 

those characters are loosely 

based on people in her life. 

“I put the names of those 

women from my family be-

cause they are a part of my 

foundation, a part of what 

molded me into the woman 

that I am today,” she said.

“The character Eve is 

very connected to all of the 

females in her family line. 

There are parts where she 

actually talks with them, 

communicates with them, 

and I just wanted to show 

how important it is, espe-

cially for women. We need 

a source of strength be-

cause its not easy being a 

woman in this world.

“We are often discount-

ed and looked at as weaker, 

so I wanted my character to 

be strong and I wanted her 

to have a strong foundation 

and draw strength from the 

women that came before 

her in her family line. 

“I placed those names 

of women that came before 

me in the book because I 

draw strength from them 

— my grandmothers, my 

mother, my great grand-

mother. The characters are 

named after them — al-

though what they do in the 

book is not particularly real 

— but their function is to 

ground Eve and to remind 

her of who she is and why 

she has to be strong and do 

the things that she does.” 

Burnette said her book’s 

main character starts off 

living in Crowley but has 

always dreamed of going 

to a bigger city.

“When she has to leave 

there, she realizes that it’s 

home, and she misses it 

and how important it is for 

her and that’s kind of how I 

felt when had to leave and 

move to Baton Rouge,” 

Burnette said.

“That little piece of that 

character was really me 

when I was a teenage girl 

when we moved to Baton 

Rouge.”

Burnette said one of the 

most important chapters in 

her book is set in the Crow-

ley library, a place Burnette 

said she spent many Satur-

days when she was grow-

ing up. 

“I had a favorite spot, 

and it was just, like, my 

comfort zone, so you see 

that in the book — that 

character goes to that li-

brary, and a huge scene un-

folds there,” she said.  

Before being principal 

at Istrouma Middle Mag-

net School in Baton Rouge, 

Burnette taught high school 

English in Baton Rouge. 

She said teaching English 

will always be her first 
love, a love that also in-

spired her to write. 

“I often had to pull teeth 

to get my students to read,” 

she said. “My students 

never liked the books that I 

chose. It was always a bat-

tle, so I kind of developed a 

sense of what those teenag-

ers and those young people 

like to read.”

Burnette said she of-

ten gave her students ex-

cerpts from her book as she 

worked on it, not telling 

them where the material 

was from, in order to get 

their opinions on the work.

“They really helped me 

keep going and moving 

forward with the story be-

cause they were teenagers, 

and they were definitely 
vocal over their opinion 

about what they were read-

ing,” Burnette said.

“Being an educator defi-

nitely helped me and moti-

vated me to move forward 

and finish the book.”
Burnette started to send 

query letters to publishers 

and literary agents in 2015. 

She was eventually con-

tacted by Austin Macauley 

Publishers. The publish-

ing house requested to see 

pages from the novel, and 

Burnette sent them the in-

formation.

A month later, Austin 

Macauley Publishers told 

her they liked the book and 

wanted to publish it. 

From there, the publish-

ing process moved into 

the contract phase, and in 

2020, Burnette found out 

the book would be pub-

lished. 

Now that her book has 

hit the shelves, Burnette 

said readers are asking 

when her next book will be 

out.

“[Readers asked] ‘I 

want to know what is go-

ing to happen with Eve. 

You kind of left us on a 

cliffhanger at the end,’” she 

said.

As she moves forward 

with more writing, Bur-

nette said she plans to build 

upon the foundation of 

Eve’s story.

“I think the characters 

can definitely be explored 
more. I think we can go 

deeper with those charac-

ters,” she said. “I definitely 
want to continue with that 

theme of female empower-

ment and strong women, 

definitely how important it 
is to have a strong founda-

tion, and also, there are so 

many touches of Cajun and 

Creole culture there. 

“There are mentions of 

food and places in the book 

and their names are names 

of places around Acadia 

Parish, like Crowley, Iota, 

Mermentau, Rayne. Those 

places are real places in my 

book. That’s important to 

me, that part of who I am as 

an individual, as a woman.” 

Burnette said she would 

like to go on a book tour, 

and she is currently work-

ing with the publisher and 

the marketing department 

at Austin Macauley. She 

said she would really like to 

stop at the Crowley Library 

for a reading and signing 

since it is where her love of 

books and reading began.

Burnette said she hopes 

to inspire other women 

with her writings. 

“If you have a goal, you 

can do it, you can stick to 

it,” she said. “It’s not like 

a mountain that you will 

never climb, that you just 

kind of look at and admire 

but can never climb. 

“I want to encourage 

everyone, really, regardless 

if they are male or female, 

to go after their goals, but 

especially women because 

we oftentimes become de-

fined by ‘We are such-and-
such’s mom or such-and-

such’s wife’ or by a career. 

“Those things define 
us, and we sometimes get 

lost in that and put our own 

dreams and goals on the 

back burner because we are 

so busy taking care of ev-

eryone else and being ev-

erything for everyone.

“We have to remem-

ber that our goals and our 

dreams are important as 

well, and we can do it.”
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directory602 N. Parkerson • Crowley, LA • 1-337-783-3450

Steve Miller 
& Son

1-337-779-2656

Appliance, A/C, & Heating Repairs

Inquire on Pricing Of New 
410A Freon Systems By

Your Business Is Always Appreciated, 
Steve, Loretta & Nolan

www.smsairnheat.com

1-337-581-9588
info@atchafalayafoundationrepair.com

Root Barriers • House Leveling 
• Foundation Vents • Pier Beam Foundation & Slab

Zachary Abshire
Owner

Licensed & Insured
Locally Owned and Operated

AtchAfAlAyA
fOUNDAtION REPAIR & lEVElING llc

Charles K. anCelet 
Carpentry

• Carpentry • Remodeling 
• Additions • New Construction 
• Painting • Patio Covers, etc.

Licensed/Insured

FREE Estimates

“Quality Work At A Fair Price”

1-337-789-8829 Cell

Free Inspection • WDIR
Termite Service • Pest Service

Wasps & Bees
Pre-Treat New Home Construction

5166 East Whitney St. 
Morse, LA 70559

Owned and Operated By: 
Elie “Bubba” Suire

PH.: 1-337-230-5804

Home Improvement

• Patios • Decks
• Vinyl Siding • Add Ons

• Fences
and Much More

* FREE Estimates

1-337-581-1484   1-337-581-8242

M&M Home Improvement Ltd.
Torrey & Brodie Mouton

Over 30 Years Locally Owned & Operated
Member - American Home 

Builders Association

1-337-788-3718

1-337-334-9811 • 207 IndustrIal drIve • rayne

Shingles • Metal • Standing Seam • 
Modified-Torch • Tile • TPO • Duro-Last

Seth Abshire                    Dennis Abshire

•  LA State Licensed Contractor 
• Insured • Certified  

DennIS

ReSIDentIAL AnD CommeRCIAL

Joe Lewis

Car Trouble?

“No Problem”

Award Winning Service

Joe’s Automotive
1001 W. 2nd St. • Hwy 90

Crowley • 1-337-783-9908

602 N. Parkerson Ave. • Crowley
783-3450

Open Monday - Friday

Obituary 
Cards

Let us laminate your loved ones 
obituary with our memorial 

card. We have several designs 
featuring different verses.

Small cards $7.00 each - first 10
$6.00 each for 10 or more.

Boiled 
Crawfish 
everyday 

805 West 2nd Street • Crowley • 783-9900

at 4:00 p.m.

AdAm dupré, Arborist #1919 

Licensed and Certified Fully Insured

• Pruning • Removal 
• Stump Grinding 

1-337-580-1021

Arborist
Tree Service

adtek@gmx.com

StrongeSt BuildingS in louiSiana

318-240-7000

any color you choose.
You design your own building.

Turnkey Buildings
Blueprints with your 

building.

CLASSIFIEDS
PHONE: 

337-783-3450 

FAX: 

337-788-0949

Crowley Post-signal
Classified Advertising in 3 newspapers

***Get coverage in Acadia and

Vermilion parishes***
ALL CLASSIFIED ADS ARE POSTED 

ON OUR INTERNET WEB SITE 
http://www.acadiaparishtoday.com

Public Notices

S H A R O N ' S
GRILL, LLC is ap-
plying to the Office
of Alcohol and To-
bacco Control of
the State of Louisi-
ana for a permit to
sale beverages of
high & low alcohol-
ic content at retail
in the Parish of
Acadia at the fol-
lowing address:
200 Fairway Drive,
Crowley, LA 70526.
Member(s): Terry
J . F ranc i s and
Sharon M. Francis.
Published in the
Crowley Post-Sig-
na l on Sunday,
Apr i l 3 , 2022.

HelP WaNted

NOW HIR ING
CARPENTERS,
painters, plumb-
ers & electricians.
Ful l t ime posi-
tions - must hold
valid ID & trans-
portation. Apply
at 1101 S. East-
e r n A v e n u e ,
C r o w l e y .

For reNt

2 BEDROOM
APTS with wash-
er/ dryer hookups,

appliances
furnished.

Rent $600-$750
825 East 1st.
2 or 3 bedroom
Townhouses

$750-$1000 Rent
Beauvoir area.
2 bedroom 2 1/2
bath condos with
appliances, 2 car
covered parking
$1,000-$1200 rent
Bayou Bend.

Deposits required
on all properties.
Carmichael

Rental Properties
125 East 10th
Crowley,
250-4316

To sell or rent your 
house. List it in the 

classifieds. Call
783-3450
To Place Your Ad!

Dial-A- 
Classified

BOLD YOUR AD for faster results!

Laminating Service
Up To 2.625 x 3.125 .....................$2.50

Up To 81/2” x 11” ............................$4.00

Up To 81/2” x 14” ............................$5.00

Obituary Cards. ........ .Prices start at $7

(Small Card)

Call for more information or come by the

602 N. Parkerson • Crowley • 1-337-783-3450
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