
While each individual 
project may not result in 
jaw-dropping savings, 
homeowners who follow 
many of these recom-
mendations may end up 
saving more than $1,000 
per year. 

Home renovation proj-
ects can pay numerous 
dividends. Renovations 
can have a positive effect 
on resale value, make 
homes more livable for 
residents and, in some 
ways, make homes more 
affordable.

Renovation projects 
that aim to conserve en-
ergy can save homeown-
ers substantial amounts 
of money. Such projects 
don’t often require con-
siderable effort or even 
sizable financial invest-
ments, which can make 
homeowners skeptical as 
to just how much they can 
save after completing the 
project. But the scale of a 
project may have little to 
do with how much home-
owners will save. For 

example, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy notes that 
a relatively effortless task 
like turning back a ther-
mostat between 7° and 
10° F for eight hours per 
day can save homeowners 
as much as $83 per year. 
A more labor-intensive 
task like planting shade 
trees saves homeowners 
an average of between 
$35 and $119 per year.

When looking for ways 
to conserve energy 
around the house and 
save money, homeowners 
need not necessarily com-
mit to expensive projects. 
The DOE notes that the 
following are some en-
ergy-saving projects and 
details what homeown-
ers can expect to save 
after completing them. 
While each individual 
project may not result in 
jaw-dropping savings, 
homeowners who follow 
many of these recom-
mendations may end up 
saving more than $1,000 
per year.

Project: Install 
exterior low-e 

storm windows
What is it? Low-e win-

dows reflect infrared heat 
back into a home. Such 
windows are coated with 
an ultra-thin layer of metal 
that improves the win-
dow’s insulation ability.

How much can I save? 
Homeowners who install 
low-e windows can save 
between 12 and 33 per-
cent on their annual heat-
ing and cooling costs.

Project: Seal 
uncontrolled 

air leaks
What is it? Air leaks let 

cool air in during winter 
and warm air in during 
summer. Caulking, seal-
ing and weather stripping 
all cracks and large open-
ings can cut back on air 
leaks that are costing you 
money. The DOE recom-
mends hiring a contractor 

to seal any leaks on heat-
ing and cooling ducts.

How much can I save? 
Homeowners who seal 
uncontrolled air leaks 
can save between 10 and 
20 percent on their an-
nual heating and cooling 
bills.

Project: Plant 
shade trees

What is it? If you plant 
a deciduous tree between 
six and eight feel tall near 
your home, it will begin 
to shade your windows 
within a year of being 
planted. Depending on 
the species of the tree and 
the home, the shade tree 
will begin shading the roof 
within five to 10 years. The 
DOE notes that shading is 
the most cost-effective way 
to reduce air conditioning 
costs.

How much can I save? 
Properly planted shade 
trees can reduce air condi-
tioning costs by anywhere 
from 15 to 50 percent.

Project: Insulate 
the water

heater tank
What is it? New water 

tanks are likely already 
insulated. But homeown-
ers with older hot water 
tanks can insulate their 
tanks with a water heater 
insulating blanket kit.

How much can I save? 

Insulating a water heater 
tank can save homeown-
ers as much as 16 percent 
on their annual water 
heating bills.

Even the smallest DIY 
projects can produce big 
savings. More informa-
tion about energy-sav-
ing home improvement 
projects can be found at 
www.energy.gov. 
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$200
UP TO

Cash Back*
0%    48UP TO

Financing* Months

KiKiKiotootti.ci ci omomo

When you’re sitting atop the KIOTI ZXR, the world is yours. 
And the way this baby is built, the control and power you’ll 
have to tackle any type of turf can be addicting. With one of 
the most advanced zero-turn mowers in the market, the most 
intuitive controls known to lawn-kind, and enough get-up-
and-go to make those blades of grass want to cut themselves, 
if an entire army of mercenaries bursts into your palace, you’ll 
have everything you need to mow them down. Learn more 
about the ZXR / ZXR SE mowers at your authorized KIOTI 
Tractor Dealer.  

*Offer available March 19, 2020 – June 30, 2020.  Cannot be combined 
with any other offer. Offer based on the purchase of eligible 
equipment defi ned in promotional program. Additional fees may 
apply. Pricing, payments and models may vary by dealer.  Customers 
must take delivery prior to the end of the program period. Some 
customers will not qualify. Some restrictions apply. Financing subject 
to credit approval. Offer available on new equipment only. Prior 
purchases are not eligible. Offer valid only at participating Dealers. 
Offer subject to change without notice. See your dealer for details. 
Pricing and rebates in USD dollars. © 2020 KIOTI Tractor Company a 
Division of Daedong-USA, Inc.

Paige Tractors, Inc.
Just 20 minutes East of Elgin on Hwy 290

http://www.paigetractors.com

ZXRR
ZXR

ZXR SE

The Rock yardThe Rock yard
We Deliver

 512.549.3555 

Maintenance key to functioning farms  

DIY projects that can conserve energy around the house

Visit us online at www.elgincourier.com

SummertimeHONEY-DO'S
around the Home and Garden

Farmers invest hundreds 
of thousands of dollars on 
agricultural equipment, 
such as tractors, tillers, 
hoppers, and dozers. Ad-
hering to maintenance 
schedules can prevent 
breakdowns and decrease 
the need for potentially 
costly emergency repairs. 

The family automobile 
is not the only piece of 
equipment that requires 
routine upkeep to ensure 
it is operating properly.

Life on a farm can come 
to a screeching halt if 
farm equipment is not 
properly maintained. 
Farmers invest hundreds 
of thousands of dollars on 
agricultural equipment, 
such as tractors, tillers, 
hoppers, and dozers. Ad-
hering to maintenance 
schedules can prevent 
breakdowns and decrease 
the need for potentially 
costly emergency repairs.

Keep it clean
Cleaning the surface of 

equipment can go a long 
way toward keeping it 
operating smoothly. Use 
a pressure washer to re-
move caked-on mud and 
other debris. Titan iron 
suppliers recommend 
quickly washing equip-
ment after usage so that 

substances do not have 
the chance to harden.

Learn the equipment
Over time, it is possible 

to employ your senses 
of sight, sound and even 
smell to determine if 
equipment is working 
properly. Familiarize 
yourself with the owner’s 
manual so you can trou-
bleshoot minor problems. 
Any unusual sounds, 
odors or responses from 
the gear should be noted.

Routine 
maintenance 

checks
Routinely inspect hoses, 

fittings, and seals to en-
sure they are in good 
working condition. Be 
sure fluids, such as cool-
ant and oil, are at the 
proper levels. Check and 
replace filters as needed. 
Tires need to be properly 
inflated, and inspect the 
battery for corrosion or 
other signs that it may 
need to be replaced. 
Check belts for cracks. 
Tour the exterior of the 
equipment looking at 
signals and lights to en-
sure they are in proper 
working order. Hardware 
should be tightened and 
any missing pieces re-

placed.
Heavy farm equipment 

needs motor oil, hydrau-
lic oil and filters changed 
more frequently than 
automobiles. Such equip-
ment also may need more 
frequent lubrication of 
chains and cables. Always 
check and inspect equip-
ment prior to jobs requir-
ing heavy and extended 
usage.

Expect some 
welding

Have a knowledgeable 
welder on call to make 
repairs as needed, or de-
velop your skills to a point 
where you feel comfort-
able making your own 
spot repairs. The experts 
say cleaning the sur-
face area and removing 
any paint, oil or corro-
sion from the metal area 
that needs repairing can 
make for smooth, dura-
ble welds. Multi-process 
welding generators and 
accessories can ensure the 
right welds for repairs in 
the field or in the shop.

Maintenance on farm 
equipment helps keep 
operations running along 
and protects expensive in-
vestments. 

Need help? Call a pro.

http://www.energy.gov
http://www.paigetractors.com
http://www.elgincourier.com
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Butler Contracting



Before planting a perennial gar-
den, those new to gardening may 
want to consider these three tips.

Gardening is an engaging hobby 
that can provide a host of bene-
fits, some of which may surprise 
even the most devoted gardeners. 
For example, the Harvard Medical 
School notes that just 30 minutes of 
gardening activities burns 135 cal-
ories, making gardening a fun and 
simple way to incorporate more 
exercise into your daily routine. 
In addition, scientists have long 
proven that gardening releases the 
hormones serotonin and dopamine 
in the brain, each of which are as-
sociated with improved mood.

Perennial gardens can be espe-
cially attractive to seasoned gar-
deners and novices. Perennials are 
plants that come back year after 
year, and committing to a perennial 
garden can ensure people stick with 
gardening for the long haul, reaping 
all of the rewards that come with 
making such a commitment. Before 
planting a perennial garden, those 
new to gardening may want to con-
sider these three tips.

1. Make a plan.
A perennial garden comes back 

year after year, which means any 
mistakes you make when planting 

are likely to haunt you year after 
year as well. Factors like space and 
location must be considered before 
planting. Many gardeners utilize 
garden planning applications like 
GrowVeg to make the process of 
planning a garden simpler and 
more organized. Such applications 
can be especially useful for nov-
ices.

2. Consider aesthetics.
Gardens can be awe-inspiring, es-

pecially when gardeners consider 
aesthetics prior to planting. The 
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SA RATO G A FA R M S
BUY YOUR HOME

WITH AS LITTLE ASWW$0 DOWN

TIME TO CELEBRATE!
BUYING A HOME NOW IS MORE AF-
FORDABLE THAN EVER BEFORE 
CALL TODAY TO FIND OUT HOW!

For More Information:
David Ballew
360.852.7186 

DavidB@brohnhomes.com
*Principal and interest. Taxes and insurance not included. Based on $179,990, 30 Year Term loan with preferred lender. Must use CMG to qualify. CMG Gold up to 5.5% down payment assistance, does not 
qualify for Travis county (program is forgivable after 10 year of living in this home). For informational purposes only; not to be construed as quote or offer of credit. Programs, prices, rates, terms and conditions 
subject to change without notice. Actual rates may vary. Supply of homes and homesites at these prices are limited and subject to availability. All loans subject to credit approval. Other restrictions may apply. 
Equal Housing Opportunity This message is for the designated recipient only and may contain privileged, proprietary, or otherwise private information. Any unauthorized use, dissemination of the information, 
or copying of this message is prohibited. If you are not the intended addressee, please notify the sender immediately and delete this message. CMG Financial. All Rights Reserved. CMG Financial is a division of
CMG Mortgage, Inc. NMLS# 1820. Corporate Address: 3160 Crow Canyon Road Suite 400, San Ramon, CA 94583; www.cmgfi.com. CMG Mortgage, Inc. is not licensed in the state of Massachusetts. Licensed 
by the Department of Business Oversight under the California Residential Mortgage Lending Act #4150025, California Finance Lenders Law #6053674. To verify our additional state licenses, please log onto the
following website, www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org. Clayton Properties Group, Inc. DBA Brohn Homes reserves the right to make changes to pricing, floor plans, specifications, features, dimensions, elevations, 
and incentives without prior notice. Stated dimensions and square footages are approximate and should not be used as representation of the home’s precise or actual size. Copyright © 2014 Clayton Properties 
Group, Inc.  DBA Brohn Homes. Last Update 04.22.19

Your One-Stop Service Store Your One-Stop Service Store 
for all your Farm & Ranch Needsfor all your Farm & Ranch Needs

Monday-Friday 8am-7pm
Saturday-Sunday 8am-6pm

1155 DILDY DRIVE • ELGIN1155 DILDY DRIVE • ELGIN

512-285-3210512-285-3210
www.elgin-generalstore.comwww.elgin-generalstore.com

WE HAVE ALL YOURWE HAVE ALL YOUR
SPRING GARDEN SUPPLIES!SPRING GARDEN SUPPLIES!

Since 2014, Butler Contract-
ing has been serving Bastrop 
County and the surrounding 
areas. The general contractor 
offers quality work at afford-
able prices for area residents. 
All the work they do is done 
with honesty and integrity. 
Butler Contracting, formerly 
Butler Brothers Odd Jobs, is lo-
cally owned and operated, with 
a team that has more than 30 
combined years of experience in 
the construction industry.

Butler Contracting uses a vari-
ety of products that provide lon-
gevity and increase durability 
in the work they do. They have 
an extensive list of innovative 
products they use to provide 
high-quality repairs to custom-

ers so they won’t have to worry 
about the project again for a long 
time.

Alan Butler started Butler Con-
tracting after doing construction 
projects as a side job. He quickly 
realized that Bastrop County 

was in  need of a general con-
tractor who cared about their 
customers and wanted to do the 
job right, the first time.

Butler Contracting received the 
Best of Manor 2019, Best of Bas-
trop County in 2018 and 2019.

Butler Contracting is a mem-
ber of the Manor, Elgin, Bas-
trop, and Smithville Chambers 
of Commerce, a member of the 
American Fence Association, and 
the Bastrop County Board of Re-
altors. Butler Contracting is an 
approved installer of Nova Tuff 
Epoxy coating and a Powerhouse 
Professional, as designated by 
RGS Roofing.

Every project that Butler Con-
tracting works on is the chance 
to make a customer’s dream 
come true. Whether it’s screen-
ing in a patio or building a pri-
vacy fence with a window for the 
pups, Butler Contracting is here 
to serve all your residential and 
commercial general contracting 
needs.

COVID-19 has brought 
changes to everything, 
and home design is no 
exception. Experts are 
expecting to see lasting 
impacts on everything 
from the materials we use 
to the rooms we prioritize. 
Check out these and other 
noteworthy trends:

Houses over apart-
ments: Many people who 
live in condos or apart-
ments do so to be closer 
to the action - work, en-
tertainment and shops 
- and never planned on 
spending much time at 
home. But the pandemic 
has changed that, and 
more people are going to 
want a home that offers 
plenty of room and out-

door space in case they 
need to self-isolate again.

Self-sufficiency: A hard 
lesson we’ve learned is 
that things and services 
we thought we could 
count on aren’t necessar-
ily a sure thing, so items 
that increase self-reliance 
will become very popular. 
Expect to see more homes 

with sources of energy 
like solar panels, sources 
of heat like fireplaces and 
stoves, and even urban 
and indoor gardens that 
allow you to grow your 
own produce.

Outdoor living: Be-
tween playgrounds clos-
ing and parks becoming 
overcrowded, many of us 

are turning to our balco-
nies, patios and backyards 
for fresh air and nature. 
This means we’re going to 
be investing more in our 
outdoor spaces, with func-
tional kitchens, soothing 
water features, cozy fire-
pits, and high-quality out-
door furniture to create a 
much-needed escape.

Healthier spaces: 
Thanks to spending more 
time indoors and reprior-
itizing our health, we’ll 
turn to design to help 
ensure our homes are 
safe and healthy for our 
families. We’ll see a rise 
in products like water fil-
tration systems as well as 
materials that improve in-

door air quality. For new 
homes and additions, al-
ternatives to wood-fram-
ing like insulated concrete 
forms from Nudura, 
which offer improved 
ventilation for healthier 
indoor air quality and an 
environment that’s less 
susceptible to mold, will 
be key.

Brohn Homes provides superior designs and quality craftsmanship 

“Since 2002, Brohn Homes has been building in the most 
sought-after areas in Central Texas, with a steadfast com-
mitment to provide superior designs, quality craftsman-

ship, and unparalleled value. Whether it’s your first home 
or an exquisite luxury home on acreage, Brohn Homes has 
something to meet any future home buyer’s needs by mak-

ing home ownership attainable for almost any buyer.”

Local garden centers can be excellent resources for 
gardeners planting perennial gardens for the first time.

Family-owned company aims to fix your property, 
ease tension of having a stranger in your home

How home design trends are evolving for social distancing

Three perennial gardening pointers for beginners

See GARDENING, Page 6B

mailto:DavidB@brohnhomes.com
http://www.cmgfi.com
http://www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org
http://www.elgin-generalstore.com


DIY Network advises gar-
deners to consider scale 
before choosing which 
perennials to plant. Tall 
plants and wide beds 
tend to look best outside 
large homes, while short 

plants in small beds tend 
to look better outside 
small homes.

3. Work with a 
professional.

Local garden cen-
ters can be excellent 
resources when plan-
ning perennial gardens. 
Representatives at such 
businesses can offer tips 
on native plants, which 
will be more likely to 
thrive year after year 
than non-natives. Such 
representatives also can 
help you choose the 
right plants based on the 
amount of sunlight the 
plants will likely get after 
being planted. Each of 
these factors can be eas-
ily overlooked by people 
without much gardening 
experience.

Perennial gardens can 
provide years of joy and 
inspiration, especially 
when gardeners give 
ample attention to certain 
details prior to planting. 

Home ownership is ex-
pensive. First-time home-
owners may experience 
some sticker shock when 
shopping for their first 
homes, and that awak-
ening may only grow 
more rude when the first 
month’s mortgage pay-
ment and utility bills ar-
rive in the mail.

But owning a home still 
makes more sense for 
many people than does 
renting. In addition to 
the potential financial 
benefits of home owner-
ship, many homeowners 
see their homes as points 
of pride that strengthen 
their families’ ties to their 
communities. Homeown-
ers can take steps to cut 
costs around the house, 
most notably by employ-
ing a few strategies to 
reduce energy consump-
tion.

Cooling
Rising temperatures 

tend to produce higher 
energy bills, as home-
owners look to air con-
ditioning to mitigate the 
effects of heat and hu-
midity. While abandon-
ing AC is an unrealistic 
idea for people living 
in especially warm cli-
mates, there are ways to 
make AC units more ef-
ficient. Routinely clean 
AC filters so they can 
operate at maximum ef-
ficiency, replacing old or 
worn down filters when 
necessary. Keep AC units 
off during the day when 
no one is home, using 
the unit’s programmable 
functions to turn the AC 
on roughly 30 minutes 
before you arrive home 
so the house is not a 
sweatbox.

Lighting
Cut lighting costs by 

replacing standard light 
bulbs with compact fluo-
rescent bulbs, which are 
more energy efficient and 
have longer life expec-
tancies. When installing 
external lights on your 
home, install motion-de-
tecting lights so you can 
safely get in and out of 
your house without hav-
ing to keep a porch light 
burning for hours on end. 
When laying out rooms in 
your home, place lamps in 
corners where they will re-
flect light off of two walls, 
providing more bang for 
your lighting buck.

Electronics
Vampire power is a lit-

tle known foe to home-
owners. Electronics like 
televisions and comput-

ers consume energy even 
when they are not turned 
on. This is referred to as 
“vampire power.” Unplug 
electronics when they 
are not in use, or plug 
such devices into power 
strips that you can turn 
off when you aren’t home 
or when devices are not 
being used. Home own-
ership comes with many 
hidden costs, but home-
owners can reduce their 
monthly energy bills in 
various ways. 

Homeowners’ options in re-
gard to window treatments 
for their homes are extensive, 
which can make outfitting 
home interiors challenging for 
novice decorators.

Plantation shutters? Mini-
blinds? Cafe curtains? For-
mal draperies? Homeowners’ 
options in regard to window 
treatments for their homes are 
extensive, which can make out-
fitting home interiors challeng-
ing for novice decorators.

Some people do not pay a 
lot of attention to window 
treatments, failing to realize 
just how great an impact the 
right window treatments can 
have on a space. According to 
the design experts at Hunter 
Douglas, window treatments 
are often an afterthought be-
cause residents may not con-
sider them necessities. As a 
result, homeowners may install 
whatever is on hand or accept 
window treatments that came 
with a house or apartment. But 
ignoring window treatments, 
especially when they can ful-
fill certain needs, is a missed 
design opportunity.

One of the first steps to 
choosing window treatments 
is determining your end goal. 
Is privacy your main goal? Are 
you seeking more natural light 
in a room? Is there too much 
light and you need to darken 
the room? Window treatments 
can serve multiple functions, 
and some treatments may 
make better fits depending on 
homeowners’ ultimate goals.

Semi-sheer 
window 

treatments
Semi-sheer window treat-

ments are often fabric and can 
help brighten rooms with natu-
ral light but offer little privacy. 
They’re usually appropriate for 
spaces where people gather, 
such as living rooms, dens or 
dining rooms. Semi-sheer cur-
tains may be paired with an-
other complementary window 
treatment so privacy can be 
customized as needed. For ex-
ample, sheer curtains let light 
into a bedroom, but shades can 
be drawn at night.

Maximum 
privacy

Bedrooms, work spaces or 
bathrooms can benefit from 
extra privacy. While some 
people may think that privacy 
comes at the cost of light, that’s 
not always the case.

Functional curtain panels can 
be drawn closed when privacy 
is desired and then opened to 
let in light. The thickness of 
the fabric will also dictate the 
amount of privacy the panels 
create.

Tiers are hung on a short rod-
pocket panel and usually cover 
the lower one-third of a win-
dow. They’re popular choices 

to let light in from the top, but 
obscure views from the bottom 
portion of the window.

Cellular shades are another op-
tion that provide privacy but still 
let light in. Cellular shades come 
in hard and fabric varieties and 
their use depends on the room. 
Many cellular shades are con-
structed with a honeycomb de-
sign, offers the design resource 
Houzz, so they can insulate as 
well as decorate windows.

Blackout shades/shutters
Perfect for rooms where ba-

bies nap, shift workers rest 
during daylight hours or exter-
nal lights, such as that from a 
street lamp, need to be blocked 
out, blackout shades do just 

what their name implies. A 
dense fabric lining helps keep 
light out entirely.

Shutters also can block out 
light but add to the character of 
the room. They can be painted 
a bright color to make a state-
ment or match wall colors to 
blend in seamlessly.

When selecting window treat-
ments, shoppers can choose 
retail options or custom treat-
ments. Many designers rec-
ommend custom window 
treatments because they are 
measured, manufactured and in-
stalled specifically for homeown-
ers’ windows. However, there 
are many DIY options available 
at budget-friendly retailers.
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Your One-Stop Service Store Your One-Stop Service Store 
for all your Farm & Ranch Needsfor all your Farm & Ranch Needs

Monday-Friday 8am-7pm
Saturday-Sunday 8am-6pm

1155 DILDY DRIVE • ELGIN1155 DILDY DRIVE • ELGIN

512-285-3210512-285-3210
www.elgin-generalstore.comwww.elgin-generalstore.com

PICK UP & DELIVERY
EXCAVATORS• TRENCHERS

GET THE EQUIPMENT YOU NEED, WHEN YOU NEED IT. WE RENT ALL TYPES OF HEAVY MACHINERY 
AND EQUIPMENT TO GET THE JOB DONE. CALL OR COME BY FOR MORE INFORMATION.

Servicing Bastrop, Colorado, Fayette, 

Gonzales & Lavaca Counties

Residential, Commercial, 
Agricultural Sales & Service

TEXPROPANE.COM • 800.343.7065

LET US FILL
YOUR TANK!

Family owned and operated company since 1965

4804 W Second (Hwy 79W) • Taylor, TX
512-352-7870

www.ab-roofi ng.com

Family owned and operated
Sales and Installation | Fully Insured

Member: Local area Chambers of Commerce, Roofi ng Contractors Association of Texas

A&B Sheet Metal
and Roofi ng of Taylor

A&B Sheet Metal
and Roofi ng of Taylor

New Construction & Re-Roofs | Commercial & Residential
Metal, Shingles & TPO

FREE ESTIMATES

How to choose the right window treatments

Cut Energy Costs

Finding ways to cut 
cooling costs can save 
homeowners substantial 
amounts of money.

Subscribe today!
512.285.3333

www.elgincourier.com

GARDENING ...
From Page 5B

‘LIKE’ US ON 
FACEBOOK.

http://www.ab-roofi
http://www.elgin-generalstore.com
http://www.elgincourier.com

	EC06-24-20-pgB03 - HoneyDos
	EC06-24-20-pgB04 - HoneyDos
	EC06-24-20-pgB05REV - HoneyDos
	EC06-24-20-pgB06 - HoneyDos

