
On November 2, the 
local American Legion 
and Veterans of Foreign 
Wars posts celebrated 
Veterans’ Day early, as 
well as their 100-year 
anniversaries, with their 
annual parade down El-
gin’s  Main Street. Local 
military organizations 
such as Camp Swift, 
local businesses such 
as Rush Chevrolet and 
Elgin organization such 
as the Purple Diamonds 
and the local scouting 
troops, marched down 
Main Street to honor 
local veterans. This 
year’s grand marshal 
was James Martinsen, a 
23-year-old Marine who 
died earlier this year in 
an accident.

By Ron Ramirez

From the first time he 
ever heard about Honor 
Flight, Alfredo “Freddy” 
Gonzalez knew he would 
love to be chosen and 
honored to partake in that 
wonderful program. 

But as he told me, “I 
wasn’t sure I was even 
deserving enough to be 
considered.” 

But after some urg-
ing from his wife, Terry 

Gonzalez, and others, 
Freddy submitted the 
proper application pa-
perwork and then went 
on about his life. 

Freddy remin isced 
how he and his bud-
dies, Bobby Ramirez 
and Jesse Renteria, were 
in the Naval Reserves 
while still in high school. 
Bobby and Jesse joined 
the active duty Navy, and 
after graduation, Freddy 
joined as well. He served 

from 1969 through 1971. 
His job title was Military 
Police but he did what-
ever duties he was as-
signed, whether it had to 
do with his job descrip-
tion or not. 

He first served on a de-
stroyer tender, the USS 
Bryce Canyon. He was in 
Pearl Harbor and the ten-
der was tasked with en-
suring the destroyer was 
always in battle-ready 
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Local veterans’ organizations hold annual parade

Before of the start of the parade, American Legion 
post commander John Quagliani (right) hands out 
small American flags to the parade viewers.

The Fort Hood Marching Band played marching tunes as they made their way down Main 
Street.

The Purple Diamonds were an energetic and festive part 
of the parade.

Photos by Julianne HodgesThe parade is led by this truck from Elgin General Store.

Veterans’ Day events in 
Bastrop County abound
By Dock Jackson
Bastrop County Reporter

From the “Heroes and Hot 
Rods” Cruise-In Event to the 
Salute to Bastrop County Vet-
erans to the Veterans’ Day Car 
Show to the Red, White and 
Blue Banquet, Bastrop County 
was bustling over last weekend 
with a variety of events. There 
was something for everyone in 
Bastrop, Elgin and Smithville 

between November 8 and 11.
Beginning on the Friday night 

before Veterans’ Day, the cars 
began assembling in down-
town Bastrop as the Bastrop 
Area Cruisers brought drivers 
and onlookers to town. It was 
the preview before the big car 
show on Saturday. Early Sat-
urday morning, more vehicles, 
vendors and displays added to 

See EVENTS, Page 11 See FLIGHT, Page 11

Local veteran goes on the flight of a lifetime

Alfredo “Freddy” Gonzalez.
Courtesy photo

See more photos online at 
www.elgincourier.com

http://www.elgincourier.com


Not pictured:
Holly Allen, Air Force Staff 

Sargent, 2007-2015

Adam Dunbar, Army WO2, 

2003-2014

Larry Head, Army Spec. 5, 

1967-1969

Harold Nelson, Army, 1972-1975

Ed Ponder, Army Corporal, 

1951-1953

Greg Schmidt, Navy E3, 2005-

2009

Bobby Walker, Army SP5, 

1951-1955
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Thank You
for your sacrifi ce + service to our nation.

1312 US Hwy 2901312 US Hwy 290
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(512) 321-2561(512) 321-2561

www.fnbbastrop.comwww.fnbbastrop.com

LCPL,
Kyle Mogonye
• United States 

Marine Corps 
2009 - 2013

• Camp Pendleton 
1st Battalion 5th 
Marines

• Deployed 
to Sangin, 
Afghanistan in 
2011

Comforting quilts awarded to veterans
On the evening of Veterans’ 

Day, First Baptist Church of 
Elgin held a ceremony gift-
ing special Quilts of Valor to 
many local veterans.

The ceremony started with 
an explanation of the sig-
nificance of the quilts and 
the history of the Quilts of 
Valor foundation by Quilts of 
Valor representative Pamela 
Ficklin. The idea began in 
2003 when Catherine Rob-
erts’ son was deployed in 
Iraq. She had a dream of a 
young veteran awake in the 
middle of the night, brought 
to despair by the trauma of 
war, according to the Quilts 
of Valor website. Then, a 
quilt was wrapped around 
him, changing his despair 
to hope and wellbeing. As a 
result, Roberts began what 
would become Quilts of 
Valor to give veterans across 
the country special quilts to 
comfort them.

Next, Navy Captain Ray 
Volluz, who would later 
present the quilts and the 

certificates (pictured in each 
photograph with the veter-
ans and their quilts here), ad-
dressed the audience. Each 
veteran filled out a card ask-
ing them to share where they 
spent basic training and what 
was their most memorable 
assignment; Volluz opened 
up by sharing his own an-
swers to those questions and 
some stories from his time in 
military service. 

After the quilts—20 in total 
on Monday night, not includ-
ing more veterans who were 
not present—were awarded, 
the women who made each 
of the quilts by hand were 
recognized. The quilters 
were: Robbie Cordell, Pa-
mela Ficklin, Nina Parr, 
Geralyn Elmore, Margaret 
Head, Luann James and Gini 
Carroll. 

To close out the ceremony, 
Tara Minor led the audience 
in singing the anthem for 
each branch of the military.

See QUILT, Page 10

Cassie Schmidt, Navy E3, 2005-2009
Photos by Julianne Hodges

James McCutcheon, Army Staff Sargent, 1960-1966

Estevan Franco, Army Staff Sargent, 1990-1992

Cassidy Kerlin, Navy EN3, 2007-2010Harold Langley, Air Force Major, 1958-1978Allen Leatherwood, Marine Corporal, 2001-2005

John Parr, Air Force Lt. Col., 1968-1989

James T. Walters, Air Force Master Sargent, 1966-1970 Randy Rust, Navy Seaman, 1974-1977

Gilbert Rangel, Army Sargent, 1986-1994

Kenneth Allen, Coast Guard Seaman first class, 1946-1947 Bo Godfrey, Air Force Sargent, 1968-1972

Sarah Neidig, Air Force E3, 2001-2003

http://www.fnbbastrop.com
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Joseph P. Alvarez

Dan CrowJohn C. CraigCurtis D. CraigEdward CorbettMaurice CollinsEusebio Collazo Jr. and Sr.Bernard Coates

Nicklas Cardenas

Justin ClarkJohn ChristensenWei ChouElisa Reyes ChamberlainJames CazaresFay CarterDale Carter

Dale J. “Bo” CarterLeroy CarlsonEric CarlsonRoy A. CantuPete CantuDale Cannon

Shawn CanadyTom BristollNikolas BrionesAndrew D. BridgesRon BradfordAlex BradfordErnest Bracewell

William BoyerGreg BottomsPauline Speer 
Marzec Bostic

Julius BosticBobbie BosticErnie BogartJames Blomberg

John H. BeltranAntonio B. BeltranAnastacio H. BeltranHjalmar AxelsonMadelyn AshbyRaul ArzolaEnrique (Henry) Arzola

Henry Arzola Jr.Alberto G. ArzolaKries AlyeaTom AllenHoward AllenJames. D Adams
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We Salute You Veterans!We Salute You Veterans!

W.C. Estes

Leo Foehner

Wayland Foehner

Ramiro Garza Sr.

Leon GloverJodie GloverGilbert GinselStephanie GeskeChristopher GeePaul C. GassenmayerWilbur Gaskamp

Ron GarzaMartin GarciaVirgil R. GageVirgil R. Gage Jr.Charles FrommeRobin Frerick

Stephen 
Shawn Fredrickson

Neil FrerickJohn FrerichDonald 
Brandon Fredrickson

Wilton FraseMichael C. Frase

Ronald K. FloryRichard FloresPedro Chavez FloresJohn FloresBradley FeugeClyde Farris

Brian W. FakkemaMarcos EstradaAnton ErdmanEmily EmbreeJamale EllisonRudolph L. Eklund

Carl W. EklundHoward EisenbeckHerbert Allen EdmonsonDale DyerMilton DusekAdam DunbarRay Dudley

David DubeJeronimo Dominguez Donald DouglassWalter DossAlonzo DominiquezJerry DittrichHarold Dildy

Curtis W. DildyGeorge DiebelDanny DiebelMason Kyle DebarbaChance DavenportBrandon Z. CutshallEddie Cruz
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Here To Meet Your
Buying, Selling or Rental Needs!BBBBBBBBBBuuuuuuuyyyyyyyyyyyiiiiiinnnnnnnnnngggggggggggggg,,,,,, SSSSSSSSSSSeeeeeeelllllllllllliiiiiinnnnnnggggggggggg ooooooorrrrrrrr RRRRReeeeeennnnnnttttttaaaaaallllll NNNNNNeeeeeeeeeeeeeddddddssssss!!!!
An Award Winning Company Specializing In:An Award Winning Company Specializing In:

Residential • Farm & Ranch • Land/Lots
Commercial • Property Management • Rentals

512-281-3412512-281-3412
409 N. Main St. • Elgin409 N. Main St. • Elgin
www.jeanetteshelbyrealty.com

Se Habla EspañolSe Habla Español

HONORING & CELEBRATING
OUR NATION’S VETERANSOUR NATION’S VETERANS

THANK YOU FOR THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR SERVICEYOUR SERVICE

HOHO

McDonald’s of Elgin                                 

THANK YOU 
VETERANS!

Today, and every single 
day, we salute you for the 

sacrifice you gave 
to our Nation!

   220 HWY 290 • ELGIN • DRIVE THRU OPEN 24/7

Freddy Gonzalez Cristino Gonzalez, Jr. Juan J. Gonzalez

Cristino Gonzalez, Sr.

James David Heater

John Alan Hofstedt

Clifton Ray Jackson Otis JacksonAnthony JacksonDock Lee Jackson Sr. Julie JaecksStacey Jacobs

Katherine Hurtado Jonathan IvesAshley IngriolaJames A. HuskissonJoseph HurtadoJames HughesClarence Huff

Will HouseHarry HoseaDavid Allen HoltJohn David HofstedtJohn D. HobbsBret Hinson

Clarence Helgren Braxton HibbsManuel HerreraAngel HerreraRalph HernandezJuan HernandezArthur Henze

Vernon C. Harris Charles E. HawthorneJack HarzkeAlvin E. HardiAugust M. HannemanW. A. “Bill” Hamilton

Jim HaislerJustin K. Gwinn

Frank Gonzalez

Bryan Guckian Leonard GustafsonVeronica GuerreroHoward Guckian

Jason GrossJulie (Jaecks) GrijlavaCurtis GriffinLyle Gordon

Joe Haisler

August E. “Uce” Gruetzner

Daniel GomezErhard Goerlitz

James Jacksits

http://www.jeanetteshelbyrealty.com
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Herman Jones Sr. Sam Jones

Josef KrankelChristpher Knobloch

Billy Martin James D. MartinGordon “Bubba” MartinAlfred Marek Blake Martin Jr.Ann Marie MarquezErwin Marburger

Hartwin MagnusonKeith MacklinJohn P. MackillopDanny L. MaassKenneth W. Luton Edward MaldonadoBob Main

Ron LundriganSammy LundgrenRalph LundgrenHenry A. LundgrenEdwin O. LundgrenBrad Lundgren

James P. Lopez

Bill Lunsford

Frank Lopez IIILarry LivermoreJose E. Lerma Jr.Justin LeeAllen LeatherwoodMatthew Lawhon

Stanley LaBauve Forrest LanmonErnest LanmonDaddy LanmonJeffrey A. KueppersGilbert KubicekRueben Krieg

Charlie K. KlemmHarry B. KiphenJustin Kerlin Philip S. Knowles Glenn Krieg

James KeeShane JordanPaul Edward JonseJohn JonseHerman Jonse Jr.Herman JonseConrrado Jonse IV

Larry JonesKendal JohnsonArbie Johnson Stan JohnsonLawrence F. Johnson

Thomas L. Lanmon Lee A. Lannen Katy L. Lara Franklin Larson Henry Larson Otto Larson Jean Law
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Jesse Mendez Maurilio Mendez

Arthur Nerkowski

Migel NunezJoe NunezMaynard NorwoodHerb NitkinKurt Nilsson Veronica OchoaJoseph O’Conner

Chester Newman Sr.Otto R. NesslbeckHarry Nesslbeck

Brendon Neely-OttsMelvin MurphyDonald Morrow

Chester “Buddy” NelleRoy NeidigAlton Neidig

Sandra E. MorrisRoy H. Morris IVRoy Harvey MarrisDud Morris

Kyle Mogonye Sam MorganBradley MooreHector Montemayor

R. G. Meyer

W.E. Miller Jim V. MogonyeCharley Mogonye

Jim MillerMichael MeyerKen MeyerFarrel “Buddy” MeyerTom Brooks MetcalfeTaylor W. Metcalfe

Benjamin MeridethRoss MeredithJosh MeadowsDaniel McStayMark McKane

John McKamieMaggie Bega McCormickJohn McCormickMarena MatuttisGordon MathisCharles E. Matheson Sr.Brian A. Matheson

Edmund J. MarzecMichael Brandon MarxVictor C. MartinezMatthew MartinezManuel MartinezHector MartinezScott Martin

It is our pleasure and our privilege to serve and 
salute our local veterans. To the men and women in 
our community and around the country who have 
sacrifi ced to protect our freedom, we thank you 
greatly for your service.

105 N Main • Elgin, TX 78621
512-285-3333



GOD BLESS
           THE

Breakfast All DayBreakfast All Day

1/2 Price Burgers • Tuesday Night1/2 Price Burgers • Tuesday Night

1134 Hwy 290 • Elgin • 285-55211134 Hwy 290 • Elgin • 285-5521

USA

Our thoughts are with the 
brave men and women serving 
our country and the ones who 
served before them.

www.edwardjones.com
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Gabriel Perez

Joel Reed

Matthew Rodriguez

Rob Rogers Christopher RoundtreeBrian RothrockDerek RomineSue Lehman RogersErin RogersDuane T. Rogers

Ricky RodriquezZach Rodriguez Norman RoegnerMario RodriguezLuke RodriguezHilario “Larry” Rodriguez

Doris RodriguezGeorge H. RobertsRaul “Roy” ReynaAgustin ReynaPete Reyes IIIPete S. ReyesPaul Rene Reyes

John R. ReyesSylvia RamirezRon RamirezRoberto RamirezMario Ramirez Robert L. Ramirez

Alfred H. PooleRonnie PolstonMeto PokorneyCarl J. Poeher Fletcher Ramirez Jr.John QuaglianiJoseph Poth

Matthew PittmanWillie PinaRudolpho PerezRalph PerezIgnacio PerezHector PerezGenaro C. Perez

Christine PerezSevera PeñaRichard PeñaPatrick Matthew PeñaJoe PenaJesus Peña

Jeffrey P. Pekar David PeñaRichard L. Osburn Roland Jonse PalaciousRobert A. OwenEdward T. Owens Jr.Raymond Ott

http://www.edwardjones.com


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2019 THANKING OUR VETERANS — ELGIN COURIER                       PAGE 9C

  A SALUTE  TO OUR HEROES:
         OUR VETERANS

On Veterans Day, we pause to refl ect on the courage, dedication and loyalty of our 
nation’s military veterans. Throughout history, their hard work and sacrifi ce have kept 
us safe and protected our freedom. We owe them a debt of gratitude that can never be 
repaid, and we salute them for their service. To all of the brave men and women who have 
sacrifi ced to put their country fi rst, we thank you.

A special thanks to these local veterans for their 
courage, sacrifi ce and service.

Rick Socia

Allan Tolbert Howard Turnipseed Harvey UpchurchJoel TurrubiarteDoyle R. TurnipseedG.W. TurnerBrian Thompson

James Clifford ThomasEdgar ThieleJohn ThalerHal ThackerDavid TessmerGeorge M. TerryAllison Tangeman

Robin SwainChuck Swain

Anthony Sprague

Ynacio (Nash) TabarezToby SwonkeJason SwainJohn D. Stutz

Margaret StrongJacqueline Strong & 
Stephen Lindgren

John A. StrongPhilip StieferJarvis StewartDwayne C. Sowell

Christian SolomonVictor SolizJessie SolizVernon G. SmithFrances P. Smith IIIBernhart Eric Smith

Abner C. Scott

Moses SifuentezEulegio SifuentezJames SiegmundJohn R. ShewmakerEldon ShewmakerL.D. SharpJimmy Sepeda

Jamie SepedaEstella E. SepedaHubert Clarence SedberryShelly J. (Zack) ScottDan ScottBuddy Sam Scott

Wilbert SchneiderBrandon Samuelson Arthur H. Schroeder Sr.Uvaldino Santos Jr. Burris SandersWayland RuthvenMelvin Ruthven
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Celebrating 
Our Veterans

FrontierBankOfTexas.com
Elgin • Bastrop • Austin • Manor • Leander

McDade ISD 
Salutes the Veterans of  Bastrop County

Thank You for Your Service
 512-273-2522

156 Marlin St. McDade, TX.
www.mcdadeisd.com

Jim Wilson

Anthony Yanez

Albert Lopez
Ignacio Mendez

Iram Mendez
Jaime Orlando Mendez

Manuel Mendez
Maurilio Y Mendez

Sabas  Mendez
Juan Raul Muniz

Jose Louis Sauseda
Alfredo Selvera
Daniel Selvera
Louis Selvera

Reynaldo Selvera
Walter Stevens

Jesse Ubias
Juan Ramon Ubias

Curtis J. YoungTobit Wyche

James S. WilsonJack W. WilsonRoy WilsleyErvin WilliamsDaniel Williams

Thank you Veterans
Frankie Wright

Allen Wilganowski Johnny WilkinsWesley Oliver WhittenScott Andrew WhiteNeil J. White Harvey Westbrook August E. Wiesner

Bruce WentworthAaron WenskeLinda WehmeyerLee WehmeyerSherry Dawn WebbJohn WebbJackson S. Webb

Emmit Bob WebbTroy WatsonLee M. WardJordan WardBobby WalkerJames WalentaMichael Vragel

Ovis VestalLeonard Urbanec Owen VonArx Jerry VoylesEusebio VillarrealPeter VegaDiana Vazquez

QUILT ...
From Page 2 Photos by Julianne Hodges

Tom Williams, Navy seaman 1964-1970

Pete Reyes, Army SP4, 1963-1970
William James, Army Sargent 
Major, 1954-1991

Jacob Morton, Army E4 Spec., 
2012-2015

Doug Rawlings, Army SP4, 1973-1976 Justin Gwinn, National Guard 
Sargent, 2003-2011

Ramiro Garza Sr., Army E4 
Spec., 1968-1971

http://www.mcdadeisd.com


the festivities, and at 11 a.m. 
a procession of heroes with 
honor guards and officials 
marched to the stage where 
many heroes were intro-
duced and the celebration 
was well underway. The 
2019 NCO Veteran of the 
Year was awarded to 1st Sgt. 
Michael J. Mallocote, and 
the 2019 Officer Veteran was 
awarded to Col. Anthony E. 
Poletti. Brigadier General 
Charles M. Schoening was 
the guest speaker.

Following the salute to 
these veterans and others, 
there were more cars to view 
as the Bastrop Area Cruisers 
hosted their Veterans Day 
Car Show with awards in 
over 20 categories.

Saturday night featured 
the Red, White and Blue 

Banquet with more trib-
utes and honorees includ-
ing special guest speaker 
Dr. Charles W. Edwards, Jr. 
who saluted the Vietnam-era 
veterans for the service 
they provided to the United 
States. He reminded us all of 
the many sacrifices that were 
made by these brave men and 
women and encouraged us to 
“Remember, Reflect, Honor 
and Celebrate the contribu-
tions these veterans made in 
serving our country.” Other 
highlights included the Bas-
trop Honor Choir under the 
direction of Bill Owens’ 
exceptional musical contri-
butions for both the day and 
night tributes.

On Monday at 11 a.m., a 
ceremony for veterans was 
held at the Smithville VFW 
Post 1309. Free food was 
served following the cere-
mony, and a building fund-
raiser was also held. 
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512-281-4260
Schedule your appointment today!

Dental Implants
Same-Day Crowns

RANDY ROBERTSON, DDS

1309 North Avenue C
Elgin, Texas 78621

www.elginsmilesdental.com

connect with us:

Thank you Veterans 
for your Service

Join Today | gtfcu.org

From savings accounts to retirement 
planning, and anything in between, 

we’re with you every step of the way.

11401 US-290, Manor, TX 78653

Thank you for your service.

EVENTS ...
From Page 1

condition. His next assign-
ment was on a destroyer, the 
USS Lloyd Thomas. The ship 
was stationed off the Viet-
nam coast and provided fire 
support as directed onto the 
coast line. He served as part 
of a bomb squad. They were 
responsible for loading the 
powder and the bombs into 
the big naval guns firing at 
selected targets.

His last assignment was a 
gunner on a river boat. These 
boats patrolled the rivers and 
coast line looking for enemy 
trying to sneak into South 
Vietnam or illegal arms being 
smuggled into the country. 
Freddy said these were small 
but fast boats with a typical 
crew of four to five sailors, 
each behind a machine gun 
mounted on the boat. I asked 
him if he was ever scared, and 
he replied he was scared every 
time he went out because you 
never knew who or what you 
were going to run into.

Austin is one of several cit-
ies nationwide that have the 
privilege to serve as a depar-
ture point for Honor Flight, 
the ultimate veteran’s trip 
to Washington D.C. These 
veterans must have served 
during World War II, the Ko-
rean War or the Vietnam War. 
They are taken to visit me-
morials dedicated to military 
service and sacrifices. All 
members of Honor Flight are 

volunteers and contributions 
go directly towards the flight, 
hotel and miscellaneous fees 
to successfully provide this 
noble trip for these men and 
women. 

A few months later, Terry 
was going through the mail, 
and one letter caught her at-
tention immediately. It was 
from Honor Flight! Together, 
they opened the letter and 
were thrilled to see that Fred-
dy’s application had been 
approved. He was flying to 
Washington DC on the Jack 
N. Miller Memorial Honor 
Flight # 63, leaving on Oc-
tober 18. They had a cou-
ple of weeks to prepare and 
Freddy was beyond thrilled 
at the news. Unknown to 
him, Terry, his wife, had a lot 
of coordination to take care 
of before then. She read and 
researched what was needed 
before, during and after the 
flight and realized Honor 
Flight wanted as many fam-
ily and friends involved in the 
departure and arrival as possi-
ble. She coordinated vehicles, 
times and family members 
to represent Freddy well at 
Bergstrom Airport. She also 
worked to make sure posters 
and other surprises would be 
ready for her husband.

The Honor Flight consists 
of a paid flight, hotel and any 
fees required for the memo-
rial visits. It only paid for the 
veteran himself (there were 
no female veterans on this 
flight), so any accompanying 
guests had to pay full fare. 

The trip was an overnight 
trip only, leaving Friday early 
afternoon and returning Sat-
urday late afternoon.

On his departure date, 

Freddy and 40 other chosen 
veterans were gathered to-
gether by Honor Flight vol-
unteers and were recognized 
by marching in a procession 

to the plane and having hun-
dreds of passengers clap and 
thank them for their service 
as they made their way to the 
Southwest Airlines aircraft.

While in Washington D.C., 
the veterans were treated to 
several beautiful sights such 
as the Arlington National 
Cemetery, the WWII Me-
morial, the Vietnam War 
Memorial Wall, the Marine 
Memorial and the Naval 
Museum of the Pacific War. 
They also drove by and saw 
the Washington Monument 
and the MLK Memorial. The 
trip was hectic, but each vet-
eran had a volunteer helper 
called an Honor Guardian to 
ensure they had all the help 
they needed.

After a wonderful time in 
D.C., they happily boarded 
their plane for the return 
trip. Again, they were hon-
ored boarding in Washing-
ton. Freddy also mentioned 
a very nice surprise they got 
enroute to Austin. One of the 
Honor Flight volunteers got 
on the plane intercom and 
announced it was time for 
“Mail call”! Freddy said this 
immediately brought a buzz 
as how many of the veterans 
remembered how much they 
had looked forward to mail 
call when they were in Viet-
nam or Korea or any other 
place in the world where they 
had to get a letter from a loved 
one to hear from home.

The Honor Flight veterans 
had not known that their 
wives or family had gathered 

cards so that they could be 
given out during “mail call” 
on their way back to Austin. 
Freddy was thrilled when he 
was given a large envelope 
full of cards from loved ones. 
He said it was quiet for a time 
while they read the cards and 
even saw tears in some of 
the veterans’ eyes. He said 
it was a beautiful and totally 
unexpected surprise, and 
he wanted to thank his wife 
Terry for all the work she did 
in making it possible.

On arrival, the recognized 
veterans were treated to a he-
ro’s welcome. Again, Color 
Guards presented the flags 
as the group departed the 
flight to thunderous applause 
and encouragement from the 
many onlookers. Freddy was 
lucky enough to have more 
than 20 family members and 
friends on hand to welcome 
him home with enthusias-
tic clapping and homemade 
posters thanking him for his 
service. It was a moment he 
will never forget and will 
never stop being grateful for 
the opportunity.

I asked Freddy how he felt 
after the whole experience 
was over, and he simply said, 
“Ronnie, it is just great to 
be an American.” Right on 
Freddy. Right on.

Honor Flight Austin is a 
non-profit organization that 
accepts donations. For more 
information on Honor Flight, 
call 1-888-530-8880 or email 
contact@honorflightaustin.
org.

Freddy Gonzalez and his fellow Honor Flight travel-
ers visited the Korean Memorial. 

Courtesy photo

FLIGHT ...
From Page 1

World War II veterans Paul Cross (Marines), Lawrence Reed 
(Marines), Bill Swinney (Air Force), John Levermann (Army) 
and James Kershaw (Navy)

Photos by Dock Jackson

Luigi's Italian Restaurant in Elgin catered the 
Red, White & Blue banquet. Owner Afrim 
Mehmetaj and his team proudly served 585 
guests at the event. Pictured are Mehmetaj 
(left) and co-worker Albert Vasquez (right).

Courtesy photo

Cars and trucks were all over downtown bastrop during this year’s 
Veterans Day Car Show hosted by the Bastrop Area Cruisers.

The Blue Flame Cruisers showed their support for the Veter-
ans Day Car Show.

Left to Right: 2019 NCO Veteran of the Year 1st 
Sgt. Michael J. Mallicote, Guest Speaker Briga-
dier General Charles M. Schoening, Assistant 
Adjutant General of Texas, and Col. Anthony E. 
Poletti, 2019 Officer Veteran of the Year. 

The Bastrop Honor Choir under the direction of Bill Owens 
provided music for the program. 

 Retired Marine Dianna Greenwood was Mistress of 
Ceremonies at the Red, White and Blue Banquet. 
She is congratulating guest speaker Dr. Charles W. 
Edwards for his speech at the event.

The much anticipated awards presentation drew a huge crowd at the Bastrop Area Cruisers Veterans Car Show.

http://www.elginsmilesdental.com


VFW post commander Chuck Swain (left) and Amer-
ican Legion post commander John Quagliani (right) 
present an award to ACC veterans’ outreach coordi-
nator BethAnn Warwick.

From left to right: Rebekah Romero, Brienne Kent, 
Alicia Valero and Margarita Ruiz from the Elgin High 
School NJROTC carry the flags.

Many attendees salute for the Pledge of Allegiance.

McDade ISD students gathered on Friday morning at the beginning of the school day for the 
salute to veterans.

Local World War II vet-
eran Eduardo Hidrogo 
was one of the main 
speakers at Monday’s 
ceremony.
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Elgin VFW Post 6115 & Auxiliary

Helping veterans, their families and community
BBQ PLATES  Sunday • 1:00pm – 5:00pm

FREE TEXAS HOLD’EM  Monday & Tuesday • 7:00pm
FREE TRIVIA  Wednesday • 7:00pm

BINGO  Thursday • 7:30pm
FREE KARAOKE  Friday • 8:00pm

FLEA MARKET/SWAP MEET – 3rd Sunday Every Month

Call us about Hall Rentals
 (512) 285-2300

118 Sayers Road • Elgin, TX 78621

The Austin Community 
College Elgin Campus, with 
American Legion Post 295 
and Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 6115, hosted a celebration 
of local veterans on Veterans’ 
Day. 

Eduardo Hidrogo, a local 
veteran who has served in 
World War II, Korea and 
Vietnam, who ACC admin-
istrator and ACC Elgin Vet-
erans Committee member 
Henry Leal described as 
“coming with a bit of Amer-
ican history,” was the first 
speaker. Hidrogo described 
Veterans’ Day as a big part of 
his life ever since he was 16 
years old, and he shared the 

history of Veterans’ Day.
Next, American Legion post 

commander John Quagli-
ani shared a poem about the 
importance of veterans, their 
stories and their service. Fi-
nally, VFW post commander 
Chuck Swain spoke about 
the history and significance 
of Veterans’ Day and the im-
portance of celebrating and 
thanking veterans.

Three people from ACC 
were also given awards 
during the ceremony to rec-
ognize individuals who were 
instrumental in starting the 
first ACC Veterans’ Day 
Commemoration in 2014 and 
have provided support for 

veterans’ initiatives. Dr. 
Louella Tate, dean of student 
affairs at the Round Rock 
campus, was recognized 
for helping veteran students 
throughout the ACC district. 
BethAnn Warwick, veteran 
outreach coordinator from the 
Highland campus, was recog-
nized for her work in assisting 
veteran students district-wide. 
Sylvia Galvan Gonzalez, ex-
ecutive dean of counseling 
from the San Gabriel cam-
pus, was recognized for her 
support of the first  ACC Elgin 
Veterans’ Day Commemora-
tion in 2014.

On the Friday morning ahead of 
Veterans’ Day, before the start of the 
school day, McDade ISD students and 
McDade community members gath-
ered in the high school gym to cele-
brate their local veterans. The keynote 
speaker was Tim Williams, a former 
Marine and husband of principal Fran-
ces Williams.

Williams recalled while he was in 
school, he realized he didn’t have a 
plan after high school. He said serving 
in the Marine Corps was the best de-
cision he ever made; it made him the 
person he is today, it taught him many 
lessons, and it gave him a bond with 
other veterans. He encouraged young 
people who want to serve in the mili-
tary, adding they would “embark on an 
amazing adventure.”
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ACC celebrates veterans and their supporters

Photos by Julianne Hodges

McDade honors 
local veterans

Former Marine Tim Williams talks 
about his experience in joining 
the military after high school.

McDade ISD band director 
James Baker plays taps on 
the trumpet.

As the McDade ISD choir sang the anthem for each branch 
of the military, veterans of that branch stood up.




