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WWI rules
affected Elgin

Few people today recognize The
Treaty of Versailles, signed June
28, 1919, officially ended World
War I. Germany had surrendered
on November 11, 1918, and all na-
tions had agreed to stop fighting
until a treaty could be drafted.
Americans today celebrate the
November date as the end of the
war.

Exhibits and videos will be
available and patriotic events
will soon be held celebrating the
centennial of the ending of this
horrific world event where over
nine million lost their lives. His-
tory students today recall the in-
troduction of airplanes in fighting
and the mustard gassing of troops,
but seldom do we hear of the con-
ditions back home from the time
of 1914 to 1918 during this war.

Woodrow Wilson was presi-
dent of the United States and he
organized the Food Administra-
tion under the leadership of Her-
bert Hoover in 1917. This federal
agency was given the task of
making sure the limited amount
of food America had as a result
of World War I didn’t go to waste,
and to avoid importation of food
as much as possible. Many neces-
sities such as flour and sugar were
in short supply, so Hoover used a
sense of American nationalism to
encourage families to take appro-
priate rations and save food. His
goal was for people to eat less, use
less essential ingredients. And the
effort was rewarded when more

than 13 million families signed a
pledge to observe the rules of the
agency.

The United States grew short of
nearly everything during this time
of need. All citizens were asked
to donate any weapons, horses
and ammunition they possessed
to help supply the army. Food
rationing was required to benefit
soldiers and citizens. Each town
in the United States was assigned
an amount to give for the admin-
istration of the Food Agency.

The Clean Plate Club

Hoover knew many Americans
were willing to volunteer and
had a strong sense of patriotism
during the war, so he used that to
his advantage when he advertised
the idea of the “Clean Plate” cam-
paign. Hoover promoted this idea
to children who attended school
with a pledge that read, “At table
I’ll not leave a scrap of food upon
my plate. And I’ll not eat be-
tween meals, but for supper time
I’ll wait.” By doing this, young
children developed the habit of
eating everything given to them,
thus “cleaning their plate.”

The Elgin Courier
reports new rules
The Elgin Courier of February
21, 1918, tells of new rules that
had been adopted by the Food Ad-
ministration that not only directed

See WWI, Page C2
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The plane that

Elgin’s World War | Honor Roll Texas Heroes

won the Cold War

ida and Little Rock, Arkansas.”
Meyer recalls while in Green-
land, he flew over the northern
end of Russia to see where their
bases were experimenting. A
jet mechanic, Meyer worked on
the RB47, the predecessor to
the B52. Said Meyer, “It was the
plane that won the Cold War but
never dropped a bomb.”

The dates indicate the date of newspaper publication:

« Private Atchinson, died of disease, Sept. 6, 1918 « Private Virgil Soloman, wounded in action, Dec. 13, 1918

By Cindye Ginsel

cindye.ginsel@elgincourier.com « Private Alvy R. Owen, wounded in action, Sept. 6, 1918 « Private John Casey, wounded in action, Dec. 13, 1918

+ Private Charlie Mogenge, wounded in action, Oct. 18, 1918 « Private James H. Staples, wounded in action, Dec. 13,1918

Merlyn Meyer began his ser-
vice in Columbus, Ohio at Lock-
bourn Air Force Base. “I joined
the service in March of 1953 and
spent six weeks training in Upper
Heyford, England. I also spent
time training in Tampa, Flor-

« Private Floyd Adcock, killed in action, Nov. 15, 1918 « Private Harvey E. Campbell, wounded in action, Dec. 27, 1918

« Private Henry A. Lundgren, killed in action, Nov. 15, 1918 + Private Otto F. Wolfe, wounded in action, Dec. 27, 1918

« Private Anton Krompota, died of wounds, Nov. 29, 1918 « Private Floyd Adeock, wounded in action, Jan. 3, 1919

Contributed by Casey Stinnett

We salute
our nation’s
veterans for their
service
and
sacrifice

Bluebonnet

bluebonnet.coop 800-842-7708
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Pauline Bostic in Washmgton, D.C. on Honors Flight from Austin. Pictured
with her is Buster Bostic, a relative of her late husband, who also served in

World War Il.

Courtesy photos

What’s a nice girl from Elgin
doing in a place like this?

By Pauline Speer
Marzec Bostic

1936 was the year of the
Texas Centennial and the
year I graduated from Elgin
High School. I had to wait
until I turned 17 to start
nurses’ training at Seton
Hospital in Austin.

I graduated from Seton as
a registered nurse in 1940
and began my nursing ca-
reer in Corpus Christi, the
first stop along my nursing
journey. [ worked very hard
for $60 a month. The hours
were long, the weather
very cold and humid, and
I got sick. Corpus Christi
didn’t hold me long, and I
returned to Elgin.

One day, I told my mother
I wanted to be a nurse in
the Army. I went to Fort
Sam Houston in San An-
tonio, talked with Captain
Nellie B Close, told her I
was a registered nurse and
I wanted to join the Army.
She said, “When do you
want to go?” I said, “Any-
time.” She said, “This
week?” I said, “That would
be fine.”

I caught the bus and left
for Camp Barkley — a new
Army base in Abilene —
the next stop on my nurs-
ing itinerary. Most of the
nurses there were new to
the Army. The first night
there the other nurses went
on leave, and I stayed be-
hind to clean the barracks.
Just as I finished cleaning,
I looked out the window to
see a sand storm. The wind
blew, the sand came in all
the windows, and the end

Pauline Speer is shown on the
middle camel in front of the Sphinx
in Egypt as these three army nurses
were waiting for the allied invasion
of Europe.

of the barracks piled up
with sand. I went running
around trying to close all
the windows. About that
time, the others returned
and someone said, “T don’t
know why anyone didn’t
shut the windows!”

I was stationed at Camp
Barkley when the Japa-
nese bombed Pearl Harbor.
When the chief nurse heard
of the bombing, she took
the Japanese kimono she
had bought in the Philip-
pines and burned it.

While at Camp Barkley, I
met the handsome Edmund
Marzec who was stationed
with the Chief of Surgeon
General’s Office. More
about him later.

It wasn’t long before the
Army made the 16th Field
Hospital. I was one of the
first to be assigned to it. We
were sent to Camp Bowie in
Brownwood for training,
then on to California. We

left the U.S.A. on February
14, 1943 on our circuitous
route to Europe.

Our platoon had 18
nurses. We traveled across
the equator on to Welling-
ton, New Zealand. Then we
went to St. Kilday, Austra-
lia. That was the first time
we got off the boat. The of-
ficers marched us on land
and we passed a café. The
officers said we should stay
outside while the men went
in for some food and drink.
You know that wasn’t
going over with us, so we
went into the café anyway
and had the best steak we
had ever tasted. After that,
we decided to go to Mel-
bourne, about eight miles
away. They had taxis that
had coal for fuel — like a
little stove in the back end.
I don’t know how it worked,
but it did.

See ELGIN, Page 11C

Vietnam War

An experience VIl never forget

By Cindye Ginsel
cindye.ginsel@elgincourier.com

Ramiro Garza, Sr.,
normally a jovial per-
son, sat down to tell
his story of his time in
Vietnam.

Said Garza, “I was
in Vietnam from 1968
through 1969 and in
Germany from July to
July to 1971. I took basic
training in Fort Polk,
Louisiana, then went to
advanced training in Fort
Belvoir, Virginia. [ was a
combat engineer. [ would
go out on patrol and
served as a ‘shotgun,”
meaning [ was a guard,
riding on the passenger
side as we searched for

land mines.” Garza said
they repaired bridges
and built barracks and
bunkers. We tore down
a 10-acre rubber tree
plantation.

“I don’t think of Ger-
many too often, but I
can’t forget Vietnam,”
tells Garza. “I lost
friends there. I lost my
closest friend. His name
was Dallas L. Johnson.
He was only 20. I came
home but he didn’t. He
never had the chance
to be a husband or a fa-
ther. The memories don’t

go away. | wish they

A photo taken of a younger Ramir Garza, Sr. when

would.” he was serving in the military. Courtesy photo

WWI ... them will endanger the licenses of those
places.

From Page 1C Meat Markets — Every meat market

ways to help the men fighting but defined
a way of patriotism for people at home.
Concepts such as “Meatless Mondays”
and “Wheatless Wednesdays” were im-
plemented to help ration food, so the gov-
ernment had one less thing to worry about.

The Courier title states: NEW RULES
GIVEN OUT — Meatless Breakfasts and
Wheatless Suppers Must Be Observed
in All Homes. The Courier of that date
also announced the amount Bastrop
County was responsible for $500 in the
administration of the federal agency,
with Elgin’s required amount $120. The
Courier printed each person’s name and
amount given in over-reaching their as-
signed amount.

Elgin’s area population was not happy
with the new rules. The residents were
required to report to the county admin-
istration if their house or business was
observing its “patriotic duty.” The rules
stated:

Meatless Meal — The Food Adminis-
tration has set breakfast as the meatless
meal and no meat is to be served before
10 o’clock of the morning in any day in
the week.

Wheatless Meals — The wheatless
meal has been designated for supper
in each day in the week and no wheat
products are to be eaten after 5 o’clock
in the afternoon. These rules apply
particularly to hotels, restaurants and
boarding houses and failures to observe

in your county is required to close on
Tuesday and when they have agreed to
this, no meat can be sold by the meat
market, retailers, packers, peddlers or
others on that day.

Dry Beans — No retailer should have
more than a 60-day supply of dried
beans on hand. No consumer should
hold more than 30-day supply of dried
beans. Anyone who has more beans on
hand than specified in the rule is sub-
ject to the PENALTY ON HOARDING.

The Courier ran an announcement
reporting the grocers in Elgin were
going to sell their merchandise in ac-
cordance with the Food Administration
Act. Newspapers around the nation ran
recipes for substitution of wheat with
peanuts, oatmeal and corn meal. Meat-
less days were explained that when
meat was eaten, it was being taken from
soldiers who needed the fat in meat for
energy.

The necessary compliance to these
rules lasted for less than a year. War-
time food controls were ended immedi-
ately after November 11, 1918, when the
armistice was declared. On December
19, 1918 the Elgin Courier announced
the rationing efforts of wheat products
and meat had brought about the end of
the fighting because the allied troops
were able to be fed. However, food
conservation was recommended so the
United States could furnish surplus
amounts to starving Europe.
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CLEANERS &5 LAUNDRY
Keeping Elginites Looking Good Since 1948

(512) 285-4411 * (512) 285-4797

Thank you Veterans

for your Service

Elgin Smlles

RANDY ROBERTSON, DDS

1309 North Avenue C
Elgin, Texas 78621

www.elginsmilesdental.com

DENTAL CARE ™~
512-281-4260

Schedule your appointment today!
connect with us:

You +
pod

Dental Implants
Same-Day Crowns

GREATER TEXAS

CREDIT %UNION

From savings accounts to retirement
planning, and anything in between,
we're with you every step of the way.

Thank you for your service.

Join Today | gtfcu.org

219 S. Main Street, Suite A (old Curves building) ¢ Elgin, TX 78621
M-F 6:45 AM-6:45 PM Sat 9-Noon ® NigHT Drop

11401 US-290, Manor, TX 78653
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James. D Adams Howard Allen Tom Allen Kries Alyea Alberto G. Arzola Henry Arzola Jr. Enrique (Henry) Arzola
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Raul Arzola Madelyn Ashby Hjalmar Axelson Anastacio H. Beltran Antonio B. Beltran John H. Beltran James Blomberg

Pauline Speer Greg Bottoms Ernest Bracewell

Marzec Bostic

Ron Bradford Andrew D. Bridges Tom Bristoll Shawn Canady

Dale Cannon Nicklas Cardenas

James Cazares Elisa Reyes Chamberlain Wei Chou John Christensen Justin Clark

Bernard Coates Eusebio Collazo Jr. and Sr. Maurice Collins Dan Crow

Chance Davenport I Mason Kyle Debarba Danny Diebel George Diebel
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Curtis W. Dildy Harold Dildy Jerry Dittrich Jeronimo Dominguez Alonzo Dominiquez Walter Doss Donald Douglass
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Ray Dudley Adam Dunbar Milton Dusek Herbert Allen Edmonson

Jamale Ellison Anton Ardman Marcos Estrada Brian W. Fakkema
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Clyde Farris Bradley Feuge John Flores Pedro Chavez Flores Richard Flores Ronald K. Flory Michael C. Frase

Wilton Frase Donald Stephen John Frerich Neil Frerick Robin Frerick
Brandon Fredrickson Shawn Fredrickson

Virgil R. Gage Jr. Virgil R. Gage Wilbur Gaskamp Paul C. Gassenmayer

i

Christopher Gee Stephanie Geske Gilbert Gmsel i Leon Glover Erhard Goerlitz Daniel Gomez

Alfredo Gonzalez Cris Gonzalez Jr. Frank Gonzalez Juan J. Gonzalez Lyle Gordon Curtis Griffin

Julie (Jaecks) Grijlava Jason Gross August E. “Uce” Gruetzner i i Veronica Guerrero

Celebrating
Our Veterans

<
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Justin K. Gwinn Jim Haisler Joe Haisler

Jack Harzke

W. A. “Bill” Hamilton

Clarence Helgren Arthur Henze

Vernon C. Harris

Ralph Hernandez

Manuel Herrera Braxton Hibbs Bret Hinson

Will House

John D. Hobbs

Stacey Jacobs Julie Jaecks

John David Hofstedt David Allen Holt

’

-
)

4.

Ashley Ingriola
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Lawrence F. Johnson

Katherine Hurtado

Arbie Johnson Kendal Johnson

Stan Johnson Larry Jones

Herman Jonse

John Jonse Paul Edward Jonse
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Shane Jordan James Kee Justin Kerlin

Harry B. Kiphen

Charlie K. Klemm Philip S. Knowles

Rueben Krieg Jeffrey A. Kueppers

www.edwardjones.com

Our thoughts are with the
brave men and women serving
our country and the ones who
served before them.

Jay Sutton, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
100 North Main Street

Elgin, TX 78621
512-281-5867

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Member SIPC

Forrest E. Lanmon

Ernest Lanmon

America’s
Drive:iIn.

Breakfast All Day
1/2 Price Burgers * Tuesday Night

1134 Hwy 290 - Elgin - 285-5521
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Thomas L. Lanmon Lee A. Lannen Katy L. Lara Franklin Larson Henry Larson Otto Larson Jean Law

Matthew Lawhon Allen Leatherwood Justin Lee Jose E. Lerma Jr. Larry Livermore Frank Lopez Il James P. Lopez

Edwin O. Lundgren Ralph Lundgren Sammy Lundgren Ron Lundrigan Bill Lunsford

John P. Mackillop Keith Macklin Bob Main
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Alfred Marek Ann Marie Marquez Blake Martin Jr. James D. Martin Scott Martin

Manuel Martinez Matthew Martinez Victor C. Martinez Michael Brandon Marx Edmund J. Marzec Brian A. Matheson

Charles E. Matheson Sr. Gordon Mathis Marena Matuttis John McCormick

Daniel McStay Josh Meadows Ross Meredith Benjamin Merideth Taylor W. Metcalfe

Ken Meyer Michael Meyer R. G. Meyer Jim Miller W.E. Miller Charley Mogonye Jim V. Mogonye
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Kyle Mogonye

Sandra E. Morris

Harry Nesslbeck

Migel Nunez

Roland Jonse Palacious

Severa Pefa

Hector Montemayor

Otto R. Nesslbeck

Dud Morris

Bradley Moore

Melvin Murphy Brendon Neely-Otts

Joseph O’Conner

Jeffrey Pekar

Chester Newman Sr. Herb Nitkin

£ s
Veronica Ochoa Richard L. Osburn Raymond Ott

David Pefia Jesus Pefia Joe Pena

Christine Perez

L Y

Roy H. Morris IV

Roy Ne|d|g

Chester “Buddy” Nelle

Joe Nunez

| ™
Edward T. Owens Jr.

Hector Perez

Genaro C. Perez

Joseph Poth

Sylvia Ramirez

Matthew Pittman

John Quagliani

John R. Reyes

Carl J. Poeher Metodej Pokorney

Ralph Perez

Ronnie Polston

Robert L. Ramirez

Mario Ramirez

Fletcher Ramirez Jr.

Pete Reyes Il

Paul Rene Reyes Pete S. Reyes

Roberto Ramirez

Robert A. Owen

Richard Pena

Rudolpho Perez

Agustin Reyna

Alfred H. Poole

Ron Ramirez

-
Raul “Roy” Reyna
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George H. Roberts Luke Rodriguez Mario Rodriguez Zach Rodriguez Ricky Rodriquez

Norman Roegner Duane T. Rogers Erin Rogers

Wayland Ruthven Brandon Samuelson Burris Sanders

Abner C. Scott Dan Scott Shelly J. (Zack) Scott Hubert Clarence Sedberry Estella E. Sepeda Jamie Sepeda

L.D. Sharp James Siegmund Eulegio Sifuentez Moses Sifuentez

VETERANS

Bernhart Eric Smith Frances P. Smith Il Christian Solomon

Dwayne C. Sowell Anthony Sprague Jarvis Stewart Philip Stiefer John A. Strong Jacqueline Strong &
Stephen Lindgren

John D. Stutz Chuck Swain Jason Swain Toby Swonke Ynacio (Nash) Tabarez
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Allison Tangeman George M. Terry David Tessmer Hal Thacker

Edgar Thiele James Clifford Thomas



WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2018 THANKING OUR VETERANS — ELGIN COURIER PAGE 9C

G.W. Turner Doyle R. Turnipseed Joel Turrubiarte Harvey Upchurch
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Peter Vega Ovis Vestal Eusebio Villareal Owen Von Arx

Michael Vragel

W

James Walenta Bobby Walker Jordan Ward Emmit Bob Webb Jackson S. Webb

“

Linda Wehmeyer

John Webb Sherry Dawn Webb Lee Wehmeyer Bruce Wentworth Harvey Westbrook

Scott Andrew White

Daniel Williams

)
Leroy A. Wilsey Jack W. Wilson James S. Wilson Frankie L. Wright Sr. Tobit Wychie J. Curtis Young
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The 'Fallen Soldier’

By Kim Brakhage
ar@elgincourier.com

n the Elgin Courier window

Have you ever wondered
who made the fallen sol-
dier wood stand in the
window of the Elgin
Courier? The artist is Re-
tired Army Sgt., Major
Art Konsler. He was an
army ranger as well as
a Green Beret. Accord-
ing to Chuck Swain, the
commander of the local
VFW #6115 hall, Art re-
ally liked the design of the
fallen soldier, so he de-
cided to make one for the
Post and its Commander.

Art was very active in
the Veterans Memorial
Day ceremony held each
year at the Fairview ceme-
tery in Bastrop, Texas and
was also one of the found-
ers/committee members
of the Red White and Blue
Festival in Bastrop until
he passed approximately
five years ago.

We thank Art for the
wooden statue we proudly
display, and always will,
in our front window. And
on this Veterans Day we
remember our fallen sol- 1
diers. The hand-carved Fallen Soldier in the Elgin Courier window. Photo by Kim Brakhage
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Camp Swift Days

By Marjorie Speer Sutton

I graduated from
Elgin High School in
May 1941. The first job
I had was secretary of
the Chamber of Com-
merce. Mr. Virgil Rabb
came and asked me if |
could take the job until
they could find someone
permanent. This was the
first introduction I had
to Camp Swift. My job,
among others, was to
show houses and apart-
ments that were for rent.
At first, it was for con-
struction workers’ wives,
and then later it was
army personnel looking
for off base housing in
order to have their fami-
lies with them until they
were sent overseas. (If
you had a structure with
four walls and a door, it
was for rent!)

Some were reasonably
priced while some took
advantage, “scalping”
the poor fellows. I felt
sorry for those with chil-
dren because so many
would not rent to anyone
with children. One lady
told me she spent one
whole day looking for
a place to live. Just as
she found something she
could afford, they would
ask if she had children
and hearing she had two
little boys, the deal was
off. Late that afternoon,
she found the perfect
place. The landlady said,
“Honey, I love kids,” and
so she was able to rent
the rooms.

My office, if you could
call it that, was a cor-
ner of a feed story with
a desk, typewriter and
telephone. The feed store
also was where the farm-
ers brought their butter
and eggs on Saturday
to sell. It was also head-
quarters for the highway
patrol for issuing drivers
licenses. It was funny to
see how visibly shaken
the patrolman would be

when he came back from
a driving test. One lady
he rode with was a “di-
saster going somewhere
to happen.” One day,
after the third attempt,
he came in, pale as a
ghost, shook his head
and said, “There wasn’t
any improvement, but I
passed her anyhow be-
cause [ don’t intend to
ride with that woman
again!”

I left that position and
went to work at one of
the PXs before it was
completely finished. We
were paid $52 every two
weeks. Back then, that
was a lot of money. The
soldiers paid 13 cents
for a pack of cigarettes
($1.30 per carton). We
sold boxes of candy as
well as individual bars.
Candy was rationed
two bars to a customer,
as well as tissue, two
boxes to a customer. You
wouldn’t believe all of
the reasons they came up
with to try to get more.

We worked so close
to the boys they almost
felt like “family.” On the
whole, they were very
nice and respectful, but
with that many there were
some less than desirable.
Sometimes, one rotten
apple can spoil a bushel,
but you learned pretty
quick though as to which
was which. You had to be
mother, secretary, coun-
selor and general flunky
also — including picking
up their uniforms at the
cleaners, writing to their
mothers to let her know
he would be out in the
field for a week or so and
not to worry if she didn’t
hear from him during
that time, listen to all
their problems, and to
those who were home-
sick, stories of home. The
PX was their place to get
together to smoke, drink
and relax.

See SWIFT, Page 12C

A Korean veteran and Vietnam veteran meet

By Cindye Ginsel
cindye.ginsel@elgincourier.com

The plan was to take a photo of my
Veteran friends, Jerry Kraft, a Korean
War veteran, and John Butler, who
served in Vietnam, for this upcom-
ing Veterans issue. After introducing
them, I invited Jerry to come to my of-
fice to tell his story about his service
in the war and invited John to come
along to tell his story as well.

John’s story came first. He told how
he had grown up in New Orleans,
Louisiana, in a segregated school.
Tired of high school, he quit. “My
dad found out I quit school,” said
John. “He told me to either get a job,
go back to school — or go. Like a wise
guy, I chose to go. I moved in with
my sister and her nine children. Not
long afterward, I decided to join the
Air Force and left New Orleans on a
Greyhound bus.”

John continued, “I passed all the
tests, got my diploma, and headed
to Amarillo, Texas, for basic train-
ing.” After about 18 weeks, John re-
ceived his orders. He was headed to
Nakhon Phanom, Thailand to repair
helicopters.

“After that I was sent to Vietnam,”
said John. “During one of our mis-
sions, we picked up ground fire and
a helicopter went down. We rescued
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John Butler (left) and Jerry Kraft are pictured here during their years of

service.

several men who were injured. Then
I saw the tall grass move. I realized
it was a kid holding an AK-47 rifle. I
didn’t want to shoot. He fled.”

He continued, “Our helicopter took
37 hits. One ironically came in at an
angle, narrowly missing our tail rotor.
God must have been with us.”

For those rescue efforts, John re-
ceived the Distinguished Flying
Cross.

Jerry’s story came next. “I grew up
in Brooklyn, New York,” said Jerry.
“Where we lived borders on Browns-
ville, which was a tough neighbor-
hood at the time. We were more
middle class. Before Little League, 1
wanted to play baseball. There were
so few young men left. We merged
into two leagues, and I found myself
playing with the Brownsville league.

Courtesy photos

Our coach was experienced and made
a hitter out of me.”

“The season ended and, to keep out
of the war, my father wanted me to
get married to a girl named Sandy,”
continued Jerry. “I didn’t want to get
married, so I went into the military.
I became an Infantry NCO Sergeant
in Seoul, Korea. I served in the Third
Infantry Division — that was Audie
Murphy’s division; however, he was
five or six years ahead of me. [ was in
harm’s way, but I escaped.”

Said Jerry in closing, “I was proud
of my service. It changed me. [ am a
lot more tolerate now.”

As John and Jerry got up to leave,
Jerry extended his hand to John.
Instead of shaking his hand, John
reached over and hugged Jerry, and
they walked out together as friends.

Is there a Veteran we missed?

If you have a veteran’s photo you would like to have added to our annual
Veteran’s Day special section, contact the Courier anytime before next November.
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ELGIN ...
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Our next stop was Bombay,
India. You could smell Bombay
long before you could see land.
We got to ride in — I guess you
would call it a carriage —pulled
by mules.

From there, we went down past
Ceylon, which is now Sri Lanka.
Our ship then sailed into the In-
dian Ocean.

Our next stop was Port Tewfix
(Suez), Egypt. One of the platoons
stayed at Suez and the other one
went to Tabrit, a large lake in the
Suez Canal. The canal is 90 feet
deep, 90 yards wide and 90 miles
long. Once we got to Egypt, some
of the nurses were shipped to an-
other base.

The first place we stopped was
in Fayid in the desert. We stayed
in tents. Then later we moved into
a little town called Devorsoir. We
had a dispensary there that had
three rooms — a living room, a
shower, and a big mess hall. The
hospital was at the other side of
the dispensary.

The Egyptians would come by
and pick up our laundry and bring
it back as pretty as could be. One
day, we were down in the bazaar
in Cairo and there was one of our
Egyptian laundrymen. He had a
flat rock and a big iron attached
to a hoe handle. He would stand
up to iron. To sprinkle the clothes,
he would get a mouth full of water
and spit the water all over our
clothes. He really did do a good
job of ironing the clothes, but we
wished we hadn’t seen him while
he was working.

In Egypt, we rode camels to the
Pyramids. We also got leave to
go to Palestine, then flew to Tel
Aviv and made a tour along the
Jericho Road, the Dead Sea and
the whole area. We crossed the
River Jordan, which was about as
big as Burleson Creek.

When we reached Tel Aviv, the
first thing we did was belly up to
a bar and order a glass of milk.
We had not had any milk in a long
time. Before we left, we decided
to buy a big bag in order to take
back fruits and vegetables. We
went into a store to buy a bag, but
the storekeeper could not speak
English and we could not speak
his language. We ended up using
sign language. We came out of the
store with big pillowcases and our
friends back in Egypt were glad to
see us with fruits and vegetables.

Pauline Speer Marzec Bostic will celebrate her 99th birthday on Nov. 28.

They were tired of the c-rations.

Our journey to Europe contin-
ued and, right before St. Patrick’s
Day (1943), we went to Gorouck,
Scotland, on the River Clyde, and
then went down to Evesham, En-
gland. We all stayed in Evesham
awaiting D-Day.

Ed (told you that you’d hear
about him again) was shipped
from New Jersey to London and
we met up in Evesham, got en-
gaged and set a wedding date of
June 27, 1944. Little did we know
[ was to be shipped out on June 22
to Ste. Mereiglese, France, arriv-
ing on June 27, not exactly what I
had planned for that day.

D-Day had already taken place,
and some of us were dropped
off in Paris while others went to
Belgium for supplies. Ed was in
Paris, and we decided Paris was
the perfect place for a wedding, so
on October 4 and 5, 1944 (we had
to have two marriage ceremonies)
we became husband and wife. We
stayed in a town house that had
hot water and the wedding party
enjoyed hot baths for the first time
in quite a while. But the honey-
moon was cut short.

A driver was sent to pick me up
because all nurses were needed
in Bastogne. The driver and I
started back to Bastogne at night
and ended up where they had just
had a real fight. There were trucks
on fire and helmets scattered on
the ground. Outside Bastogne, we
looked at all the trucks and they
were 7th Army and we were 3rd
Army. We knew we were lost. A
sergeant waved us down and said

for your sacrifice
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the nurses were looking for us and
they had packed all my clothes
and taken them to Chateaux Bon
Fontainne. The sergeant told us
we could spend the night in an old
barn that still had part of the roof
on it. It was freezing and the ser-
geant told us we had to sleep on
the floor because there was only
one cot and he was going to sleep
on it. So much for male chivalry.

We went from Chateaux Bon
Fontainne to Luxembourg, arriv-
ing in the middle of the night. It
was a beautiful moonlit night with
snow everywhere. We were being
shot at and I had not slept since
the day before. We moved into a
church in Luxembourg, put our
bedrolls down in front of the altar
and passed out. We were so tired
we could have slept on rocks.

The next day General Patton
came, and we had a meeting with
him. He was trying to figure out
how he was going to get to Bas-
togne. He said, “We can take the
tanks and drive a wedge into the
town and put the field hospital in
the middle of the wedge, or we
can parachute the field hospi-
tal into Bastogne.” That did not
sound too good. Thank good-
ness General Patton opted for the
wedge.

We began to get casualties at At-
tert, Belgium. We set up a hospital
in an old building, and it was so
cold we couldn’t give anesthetic
because we had to have some heat
in the place. We gave IV anes-
thetic like sodium pentothal.

Some of the wounded were
Germans wearing American uni-
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forms and dog tags. They spoke
better English than the Germans
in Fredericksburg. When they
started getting the IV anesthetic,
they started counting in English,
then reverted to German. When
they came out of anesthetic, one
of the Jewish doctors, who had
a great sense of humor, told the
Germans they might as well stay
there because Hitler wouldn’t
have them back since they were
not pure Aryan anymore. He told
them they had been given transfu-
sions of Jewish blood while they
were under anesthetic.

Later, the troops went on to Bas-
togne, but came in from the north-
west and took over Bastogne. We
weren’t in the fight at Bastogne.

We had penicillin, which was
new, and we used it a lot. We had
plasma and a lot of Type-O blood.
The plasma was a powder. In our
spare time we would sit on a cot
and mix it with water to have it
ready to use. For pain, we would
get a 50cc bottle of distilled water
and the pharmacy would put in
50 quarter grain morphine pills.
We’d have to shake it and hope
each wounded soldier got a quarter
grain of morphine. That was the
best we could do in relieving pain.

In the hospital tents, we had
clotheslines to hang I'Vs. It was
very primitive. We got only chest
and belly cases. The chest cases
were really bad. I heard one sol-
dier was from Texas, and I asked
him where he was from. He said,
“A little town near Austin, called
Elgin.” T told him I was from
Elgin, too. His name was Willie
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Morris, and he used to work at
the City Café. After he was dis-
charged, he came back to Elgin,
looked up my daddy and let him
know I saved his life and that I
was “all right.”

It was getting close to the end
of the war, and things were mov-
ing fast. That is, when the medics
captured the town of Freidburg,
Germany. We were following the
6th Army. We were supposed to
go over the hill into the town with
them, but they decided at the last
minute to go around the town and
come in the other side. They ne-
glected to post anyone on the road
to tell us and we went into the
town. The town folks and German
soldiers were as surprised as we
were and they knew the war was
about over. They did not shoot
because we had the Red Cross
flag. One of the nurses spoke
German and talked the German
commander into surrendering. He
told his troops to lay down their
arms. Neither side knew who the
prisoners were, but we knew one
side would end up being prison-
ers. Thank goodness it was them.

Ed was able to get a three-day
leave on April 6, 7 and 8 and he
helped us move from Fulda to
Suhl to Kulmbach, Germany.

At the end of war, I knew I was
pregnant and was shipped home,
arriving in New York City May
31, 1945. My twins were born at
Camp Swift, Texas, December 16,
1945. Ed got back to New York
City that day, so he wasn’t present
for the birth of his two daughters.

The nurses I worked with all
became like sisters. We still write
letters, call, and visit each other.

Growing up in Elgin, I never
imagined I would see the places
in the world I had only read about.
The horrors of the war took me to
four continents.

Pauline and Ed returned home
after the war to raise their girls
in Elgin. Ed died in 1965, and
Pauline was a nurse at the Austin
State Hospital for 23 years. She
later married Bob Bostic and
after Bob died, she continues to
live on acreage outside of Elgin
with her daughter, Marilyn Mor-
ris. In 2016, Pauline was a part
of the Honors Flight from Austin
and visited different memorials in
Washington, D.C.

To purchase one or both vol-
umes of Elgin, Etc. stories, visit
the Elgin Depot Museum on
Depot Street or the Elgin Cou-
rier at 105 N. Main in downtown
Elgin.

LCPL,
Kyle Mogonye

* United States
Marine Corps
2009 - 2013
Camp Pendleton
1st Battalion 5th
Marines
Deployed
to Sangin,
Afghanistan in
2011
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I worked with the 95th, 97th,
102nd, and 10th divisions.
Every time a division was sent
out, we promised ourselves we
would not let the next one com-
ing in “get to us,” but that was
just a good thought. Our man-
ager told us that if we didn’t
make a sale that day for us to
talk to them as they were hurt-
ing, too, and they were only
putting up a brave front. Some
would come by to say goodbye
and would be clowning, trying
to cheer us up. There were not
very many dry eyes among the
workers on those days.

There were identical twins
from Erie, Kansas, who were
like two peas in a pod. (The
policy was to keep twins to-

gether if they requested it.)
They came to the skating rink
as often as they could and were
as good as professional skat-
ers. They got the best laugh out
of confusing so many people.
They were in the same com-
pany, but in different platoons.
One day when they were having
inspection, the major was going
down the ranks and came to
Lester and kept on going until
he came to Chester. They said
he stopped and looked back to
where he had seen Lester and
told Chester, “You stand right
there, and don’t you move! I
will be right back.” He thought
he was seeing double. E v -
erything was not all fun and
games. We had our serious
times, too. There was a fellow
who came in quite a lot. He was
quiet, but friendly. They were
field training on how to crawl

Open Bar & Party Room Available

Dine with us for the Best Mexican Food in Elgin
Home of the famous Fried Avocado
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Visit our Full Service Departments
Pharmacy ® Floral ® Deli ® Bakery ® Seafood ® Meat Market

on your stomach with your rifle
through enemy lines. They were
using live ammunition but had a
loud speaker that repeated over
and over, “We are using live
ammunition. Keep your heads
down,” however, he crawled up
on a rattlesnake. As a natural
reflex he reared up and was hit.

The 10th Mountain Division
came here from Ft. Carson,
Colorado, where they had been
training in the mountains and
it was very cold. They arrived
at Camp Swift in June while
weather was fiercely hot. Just
after they got here, some officer
in his infinite wisdom, sitting
in an air-conditioned office,
ordered them on a five-mile
forced hike in the heat of the
day through deep, sugary sand
(shifting real estate). It was
too much for them, and they
started falling. There were am-

bulances going by the PX and
medics were running in for cold
towels. I don’t think they lost
anyone, but we heard the officer
who ordered them out drove out
in his Cadillac to pick some of
them up.

You wouldn’t believe Elgin at
that time. We were a thriving
little metropolis. You could
see license plates from nearly
every state. It was like Satur-
day night traffic every day.
Business places sprang up over-
night. Would you believe Elgin
had taxis? I guess everyone
felt the inconveniences of ra-
tioning since we were not used
to having to cut back on what
we bought. The government
issued ration stamp books that
contained one’s quota. There
were stamps for meat, sugar,
tires and gasoline. If you were
a farmer who used his car or

truck for business purposes,
you received a “T” stamp. That
was five gallons a week, but
just for everyday driving, you
received only two or three gal-
lons.

When a service man or woman
was home on leave, you could
apply for more food ration
stamps. If you saved bacon
grease or other meat grease,
you could turn them in for extra
meat stamps. Some of the sol-
diers brought extra sugar from
Camp Swift. They could get
sugar when we couldn’t.

I guess one of the happiest
days of my life was the day
Japan surrendered, and the war
was over. But it was also sad to
see Camp Swift evacuated and
only a vacant field with con-
crete foundation forms where
there had once been an elabo-
rate military installation.

THANK You
HONORING THOSE WHO SERVED
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