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She found it on Mother’s Day week-
end in 2019.  It was already under con-
struction but there was still time to 
fine-tune things to suit her vision for 
their mountain getaway, such as re-
placing some tile floors with antique 
pine flooring instead.

The Mirners wanted something 
smaller and less remote than their pre-
vious home in Highlands Cove, to be 
more compatible with a full lifestyle 
that includes family, homes and busi-
nesses in two other states. 

Pam owns the Millstead Boutique 
in Naples, Fla., where they have a 
high-rise condominium to lock and 
leave. Kevin keeps a hand in Harcross 
Chemicals, the business he sold to his 
employees in Kansas City, where they 
enjoy a vintage 1910 home as well as 
proximity to their two sons, daughter-
in-law and granddaughter.

Amid all this, the Mirners’ cottage 
is their relaxed mountain retreat, and 
living in GlenCove makes it especially 
easy and inviting for them. The club-
house is right across the street and 
will have a restaurant and many other 
amenities when completed, all in the 
hallmark style of the developer, Old 
Edwards Hospitality Group. In the 
meantime, Kevin enjoys playing the 
12-hole golf course and Pam likes to
walk the trails and shop the GlenCove
weekly grower’s market for vegetables,
fruits and flowers from the communi-

ty’s organic farm and greenhouses.
She also enjoys relaxing in “her 

spot,” a loveseat on the spacious 
screened porch which extends the liv-
ing room when the glass window wall 
between them is folded away. A swing 
for two and wicker rocking chairs 
invite other porch-sitters to join her 
there, surrounded by trees, soothed by 
the sound of the brook that runs behind 
the house and warmed by a fireplace 
on chilly autumn days.  

There is a second brook that ambles 
past the front of the property, leading 
the Mirners to take a friend’s sug-
gestion that they dub their home The 
Cottage at Two Brooks. They may add 
steps down to the front creek so they 
can put their toes in the water, “but 
that’s for next year,” Pam said, enjoy-
ing a bit of a breather after the lengthy 
construction process. 

The Mirners’ house is one of 33 
cottages in GlenCove, most of which 
are still under construction.  Built by 
McMinn Company of Fletcher, it is ap-
proximately 3,600 square feet, includ-
ing four bedrooms and four-and-a-half 
bathrooms. The Mirners retained the 
original floor plan, but at the sugges-
tion of their landscaper designated a 
different door as the main entrance 
in order to retain more privacy for the 
southern style front porch. The front 
door now welcomes guests directly 
into the living room, awash in natural 

COTTAGE   continued from page 1

Photo by Bill Maddux

Pam Mirner is no stranger to the Highlands-Cashiers plateau, having owned a home here 
since 2008. She owns the Millstead Boutique in Naples, Fla.

See COTTAGE page 6

www.boundscaverugs.com
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Preparing your garden for spring planting takes work
The final weeks of winter, and even 

the first few weeks of spring, are still 
chilly in many parts of the world. 
Despite those last vestiges of winter 
chills, late winter is a great time to be-
gin preparing gardens for the coming 
planting season.

Gardens may have to withstand 
months of harsh weather each winter, 
and such conditions can take a toll. 
Gardeners can consider the following 
tips as they try to restore their gardens 
and get them ready for spring planting. 

• Disinfect your tools. It’s common 
to clean tools in late fall or whenever 
they’re typically placed in storage for 
the winter. But cleaning and disinfect-
ing are not necessarily the same thing. 
If tools were not disinfected at the end 
of the previous gardening season, dis-
infect them before doing any work on 
the garden. Doing so can ensure any 
lingering bacteria or fungi on tool sur-
faces are killed prior to the beginning 

of gardening season. According to the 
University of Minnesota Extension, 
plant pathogens, including bacteria 
and viruses, can be transferred to and 
infect plants through bits of soil and 
plant debris left on shovels and pruner 
blades. Thoroughly disinfecting such 
tools prior to using them in the spring is 
a great way to reduce the risk of disease 
in your garden.

• Clear debris from garden beds. 
Leaves, twigs, sticks, and other debris 
may have gathered in the garden over 
the winter. Such debris can inhibit the 
growth of plants and vegetables, so 
make sure all of it is removed prior to 
planting. Weeds might even begin to 
sprout up in late winter and early spring, 
so remove them before they go to seed.

• Test the soil. Testing the soil prior to 
planting can help gardeners determine 
what their gardens will need to thrive 
in the coming months. Garden centers 
and home improvement stores sell home 

testing kits that are effective and easy to 
use. Once the results are in, speak with a 
professional at your local garden center 
about the best time to amend the soil.

• Loosen compacted soil. Soil can 
become compacted over winter. If 
compacted soil is not loosened prior to 
planting, plants will have a hard time 
getting the water and nutrients they 
need to thrive. Loosening the soil also 

provides another opportunity to inspect 
the garden for any underlying issues, 
such as fungi or weed growth, that you 
may have missed when clearing debris 
or testing the soil. 

Late winter is a good time to assess a 
garden and address any issues that de-
veloped over the winter so plants and 
vegetables can thrive come the spring 
planting season.

Submitted photo

Gardeners can consider the following tips as they try to restore their gardens and get them 
ready for spring planting.

Children benefit from spending time outdoors
Children who spend a lot of time out-

doors benefit from exposure to nature in 
myriad ways, some of which may sur-
prise even the most devoted outdoors-
men.

According to a 2006 study published 
in the journal Human Dimensions of 
Wildlife, fifth graders who attended 
school at a local prairie wetlands 
where lessons in science, math and 
writing were integrated in an experi-
mental way had significantly stronger 
reading and writing skills than their 
peers who attended more traditional 
schools. Another study published in the 
International Journal of Environmental 
Research and Public Health found that 
holding a class outdoors one day a week 
significantly improved the daily corti-
sol patterns of students, reducing their 
risk of stress and improving their ability 
to adapt to stress.

Parents who want their children to 
reap the rewards of being exposed to the 
great outdoors can encourage educators 

to incorporate nature into school cur-
riculums and also embrace these fami-
ly-friendly outdoor activities.

• Nature treasure hunt: A treasure 
hunt in nature can keep kids engaged on 
family hiking excursions and provide 
an excellent opportunity for parents 
to teach children about the assortment 
of plants, birds and wildlife that live in 
the parks and along the trails near their 
home.

• Outdoor art class: Families don’t 
even need to leave their properties to 
spend quality time together outside. 
Pick a pleasant afternoon and set up an 
outdoor painting station, encouraging 
everyone to paint what they see. Fall is 
a great time to host an outdoor art ses-
sions thanks to the assortment of vibrant 
colors that have become synonymous 
with autumn landscapes.

• Bonfire: Outdoor activities need not 
be limited to daylight hours. A post-din-
ner backyard bonfire can entice every-
one outside, where families can tell 

scary stories as they make s’mores.
• Fruit picking: Apple picking is a 

popular autumn activity, but families 
need not wait for the autumn harvest to 
enjoy a day picking fruit or vegetables at 
a nearby farm. Visit a local farm during 
its harvest season, teaching children 

about how the foods they love are grown 
and eventually make it to the family 
dinner table.

Families looking to spend more time 
together in the great outdoors can look 
to a number of activities people of all 
ages can enjoy.

Submitted photo

Parents who want their children to reap the rewards of being exposed to the great outdoors 
can encourage educators to incorporate nature into school curriculums and also embrace 
these family-friendly outdoor activities.
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Q. What do you enjoy 
most about living here?

A. After growing up in Western 
North Carolina and living any-
where from Asheville to Banner 
Elk to Highlands, there has always 
been something that draws me to 
the mountains, water, and four 
perfect seasons. The unique thing 
about Western North Carolina is 
the vast array of animals, flora and 
fauna, and terrain. Typically, you 
can travel under 30 minutes in any 
direction and find something new.

Q. Why did you choose 
to work at this firm/com-
pany?

A. When I first met Judy and 
Tricia, I immediately got the im-
pression this firm is different than 
all the rest.  In a field were individ-
uality and setting yourself apart 
from all the rest is the norm, BHHS 
MMR is run more like a family and 
every agent is important.  That was 
important to me.

Q. What makes your job 
enjoyable?

A. Getting to know people, un-
derstanding their challenges, and 
helping them locate the perfect 
property.  Also getting to explore 
this amazing area.

Q. What advice do you 
give to buyers who are 
new to the area?

A. Let’s spend time to determine 
what makes you tick.  We can find 
a lot of similar homes and/or land 
for a client, but there is only that 
one special place that calls to you. 
That may be gravitating towards  a 
particular river or waterfall, certain 
system of trails, or even a particular 
country club. No two people are the 
same and neither are the homes they 
choose.

Q. What is the most inter-
esting property or client 
you have worked with?

A. Both one and the same. I was 
fortunate enough to partner with 
Loudermilk Homes in Atlanta to 
help market and sell a parcel of land 
in Cashiers consisting of 20 high 
end custom homes bringing the per-
fect mix of mountain and modern. 

Saratay Falls is going to be a unique 
small-scale subdivision. From fly 
fishing Fowler Creek, to swimming 
at the base of 44-foot Saratay Falls, 
or hiking through the dense moun-
tain canopy, this property has it all 
in a small footprint.  

Q. What’s your guilty 
pleasure?

A. Spoonfuls of peanut butter 
dipped in honey.

Q. When you’re not 
working, how do you like 
to spend your time? 

A. My wife, Natasha, and I have 
three boys that keep us on our toes 
and motivated. When I am not work-
ing, I am generally on a sports field 
somewhere in the area. Other than 
that youth sprots, we spend most of 
our free time enjoying the outside 
and exploring. Sundays are almost 
always family hike day to explore 
something new.   

Q. What is this area’s 
best kept secret?

A. Then it won’t be the area’s best 
kept secret. That is the great thing 
about this area. Almost all families 
have their own secret spots, and 
you need to spend time enjoying 
the area to determine your secret 
spot.  It doesn’t take too long to find 
the one spot that keeps drawing you 
back.

Q. What’s one thing that 
surprises people about 
you and why?

A. I am an adrenaline junkie and 
a product of Generation X. I feel 
just as comfortable on the soccer 
field playing with the kids as I do in 
the skate park in Highlands. I love 
wakeboarding and snowboarding.  

Q. Do you have experi-
ence in other fields or 
professions?

A. Prior to being a real estate bro-
ker, I was a golf course superinten-
dent working anywhere from pub-
lic, resort, to private seasonal golf 
courses.  Most recently, I spent 10 
years at Balsam Mountain Preserve 
in Sylva. It gave me a great insight 
into the types of people that are at-
tracted to this area and the impor-
tance of details within everything.

BLACK AND WHITE

Q +  A with Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Meadows Mountain Realty

Broker: Brooks Kittrell
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© 2021 BHHS Affiliates, LLC.  An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHHS Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol
are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.  ® Equal Housing Opportunity.

PRIVATE GATED COMMUNITY NEAR DOWNTOWN
WALK TO RESTAURANTS, ENTERTAINMENT, & SHOPPING

ONLY NINE .75+ ACRE LOTS AVAILABLE

CUSTOM LUXURY HOMES STARTING AT $2M

Bear Mòr is a new community of custom luxury mountain homes to be 
built in the heart of Highlands, NC, by developer Loudermilk Homes, a 
large, custom home builder out of Atlanta, GA, known for a relentless 
focus on quality custom craftsmanship, transparency, and advanced 
smart home technology.

Mitzi Rauers (404) 218-9123 | Judy Michaud (828) 371-0730
www.MeadowsMountainRealty.com

MLS# 97313 | LOT 9 | TWO Levels

Main Level

828317

www.meadowsmountainrealty.com
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light, centered on a brick fireplace, 
and anchoring an open floor plan.

The cottage interior was designed 
by Frances Caruthers, owner of the 
Cricket Box in Ocala, Fla. She and 
Pam became acquainted through Judy 
Brown of Bounds Cave Rug Gallery 
in Cashiers, where Pam has shopped 
over the years and where she chose 
several rugs for the cottage. Carruthers 
had assisted Pam with their two other 
homes as well. For this residence, she 
focused on colors and furnishings that 
echo the area’s serene natural beauty.

“I love the way Frances brought the 
outdoors inside,” Pam said, referring 
to the subtle animal motif in wallpa-

per, draperies, pillows, and artwork, 
incorporating birds, squirrels, lady-
bugs and other flora and fauna into 
the design.  

Much of the artwork is from the 
Haen Gallery in Asheville. The 
Mirners’ seven-year-old granddaugh-
ter was allowed to choose the art for 
the second story guestroom she calls 
hers.  

“I was kind of thinking that horses 
would be nice”, said doting grand-
mother Pam, “but she chose bunnies, 
so bunnies it is.”

There are two additional gues-
trooms with bathrooms en suite on the 
second floor, which also includes an-
other of the Mirners’ favorite spaces, 
the media room. It offers ample, com-

fortable seating and a big-screen TV, 
which Pam said makes the room con-
ducive to settling in for a casual dinner 
and a favorite PBS show.

One of the guest rooms features an 
antique bureau with handsome curves.  

“It’s the first piece we chose for 
the cottage,” Pam said, “the one that 
started it all.”

She chose other select antiques as 
well, including the oval table in the 
kitchen.  

“From the picture, I didn’t think I’d 
like it,” Pam said. “But Frances en-
couraged me to ‘just live with it and 
see’, and now I absolutely love it, espe-
cially with the chairs we chose and the 
built-in bench.  We haven’t entertained 
here a lot yet, but the table holds six of 

us nicely.”
There is also seating at the adjacent 

breakfast bar. The master bedroom 
suite and laundry room complete 
the main floor, off an airy hallway 
warmed by weathered brick under-
foot.

A carriage house suite above the 
garage is still a work in progress, but it 
already holds furnishings intended to 
charm their granddaughter, including 
a feminine daybed with a trundle op-
tion for a chum.  

“Who knows? If we have a house-
ful sometime, I may escape out here 
myself for some peace and quiet,” said 
Pam.  

After all, that’s what The Cottage at 
Two Brooks is all about.

COTTAGE   continued from page 2

Photo by Bill Maddux

The Mirners’ cottage is their relaxed mountain retreat, and living in GlenCove makes it 
especially easy and inviting for them.

Photo by Bill Maddux

The cottage interior was designed by Frances Carruthers, owner of Cricket Box in Ocala, Fla. 
She and Pam became acquainted through Judy Brown of Bounds Cave Rug Gallery.

Photo by Bill Maddux

The cottage has a spacious screen porch which extends the living room when the glass 
window wall between them is folded away.

Photo by Bill Maddux

The cottage is approximately 3,600 square feet, including four bedrooms and four-and-a-half 
bathrooms.
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© 2021 BHHS Affiliates, LLC.  An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHHS Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of
America, Inc.  ® Equal Housing Opportunity.

TWO-STALL BARN TO HIGHLANDS              TO CASHIERS

HOUSE

BARN

POND

HWY 64

VIEWS

HICKORY RIDGE FARM is an equestrian estate just three minutes from Cashiers and 15 minutes from 
Highlands, in the mountains of western North Carolina. This 26+ acre gated estate boasts breathtaking south-

ern exposure and panoramic views of Whiteside Mountain, The Devil’s Courthouse, and beyond. Two private 
entries lead to a farmhouse and a two-story barn with tack and feed rooms and huge open loft, great for 
parties and gatherings. The land boasts mature dogwoods, fenced pasture, and a stocked, spring-fed pond. 
Multiple riding trails throughout with access to Forest Service land with additional trails and water features.  
The farmhouse features a traditional layout with four bedrooms, four baths, two covered decks, three fire-

places, a keeping room, and a dining room with a wall of windows overlooking the pasture and mountains. 
Recently, the home was renovated with an updated kitchen and all new bathrooms. Additional homesites 
on property and subdividable! Silver Slip amenities also available which include access to Lake Sarka, a five  
acre community trout stocked lake. This magnificent legacy property awaits your personal touch.
MLS# 96030  |  CALL FOR PRICE

John Bynum:
(828) 200-0144

Faye Wurm:
(828) 200-1345

Dave Kirchner:
(828) 577-0620

828318
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THE ASTER | ONE Level

© 2021 BHHS Affiliates, LLC.  An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHHS Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol
are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.  ® Equal Housing Opportunity.

Named after its beautiful 40-foot waterfall, Saratay Falls is a new commu-
nity of 20 luxury mountain homes to be built just minutes from Cashiers, 
NC, by developer Loudermilk Homes, a large, custom home builder out 
of Atlanta, GA, known for a relentless focus on quality craftsmanship, 
transparency, and advanced smart home technology.

Brooks Kittrell (828) 230-4453 | John Muir (404) 245-7027
www.saratayfalls.com

MODERN-RUSTIC DESIGN 
NATURAL 40’ WATERFALL & HIKING TRAILS
ONLY 20 1+ ACRE PRIVATE LOTS AVAILABLE

CUSTOM LUXURY HOMES STARTING AT $1.4M
THE LAUREL | TWO Levels

Main Level Floorplan

828319

www.saratayfalls.com
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BLACK AND WHITE

Fall is a great time to tackle 
projects around the house. The 
weather each fall allows homeown-
ers to make improvements to their 
homes’ exteriors without worrying 
about extreme heat or cold, while 
interior projects like painting are 
made easier because homeowners 
can open the windows to allow for 
proper ventilation.

Fall also marks a great time to 
prepare for upcoming projects that 
can make winter work that much 
easier. For example, fall is a great 
time to take stock of your gutters 
so you can address any issues be-
fore leaves begin to fall or the first 
snowstorm touches down. 

Compromised gutters can con-
tribute to water issues in basements 
and adversely affect a home’s foun-
dation if not addressed immedi-
ately, so it behooves homeowners 
to learn the signs that gutters are in 
need of repair or replacement.

• Gutters hanging off the home: 
Gutters were once installed pre-
dominantly with spikes. However, 
many industry professionals now 

install gutters with hanger brack-
ets. Why the change? Spikes loosen 
over time, leading to the gutters 
hanging off the home. That can 
contribute to serious issues if left 
untreated. Gutters hanging off the 
home need not necessarily be re-
placed, but rather secured to the 
home, ideally with hanger brackets 
instead of spikes. Brackets hook 
into the front of the gutter and are 
then screwed into the fascia of a 
home. A professional who special-
izes in gutter repair can perform 
this task relatively quickly, and it’s 
an inexpensive yet highly effective 
solution.

• Gutter separation: Gutters that 
are no longer fastened together 
can leak and contribute to issues 
that affect the home’s foundation, 
siding and appearance. Clogs and 
the accumulation of debris can 
cause gutters to separate because 
they are not designed to hold too 
much weight. Replacement of sep-
arated gutters may or may not be 
necessary depending on how big 
the problem is and the condition of 

the existing gutters. If replacement 
is not necessary, separated gutters 
may be remedied by securing the 
joints, another relatively simple 
and inexpensive fix.

• Peeling exterior paint: Paint 
that appears to be peeling off of 
your home may indicate that water 
is seeping over the edge of the gut-
ter closest to your home. When that 
happens, water is coming down the 
side of the house, causing the paint 
to peel. In such instances, replacing 
the gutters is often necessary.

• Basement flooding: Not all 
signs of deteriorating gutters are 
outside a home. Many a home-
owner has been flummoxed by 
flooding in their basements, and 
such flooding can be caused by ag-
ing, ineffective gutters. That’s be-
cause deteriorating gutters some-
times allow water to leak near the 
foundation of a home, contributing 
to basement flooding.

Fall is an ideal time to inspect 
gutters and have any issues fixed 
before leaves begin to fall or harsh 
winter weather arrives.

Fall season makes a great time for home projects

Submitted photo 

It behooves homeowners to learn the signs that gutters are in 
need of repair or replacement.

Brush up on fireplace facts before colder weather strikes
A warm fire can make even the 

coldest winter day more enjoyable. 
Fireplaces may not get much use in 
spring or summer, but come late fall 
and throughout the winter, the fire-
place can be a great place for fami-
lies to gather. 

Before fireplace season hits full 
swing, homeowners might want to 
brush up on a few fireplace facts so 
they can safely enjoy nights spent sit-
ting by the crackling flames. 

The Chimney Safety Institute of 
America advises homeowners with 
fireplaces to hire a CSIA-certified 
chimney sweep to clean their fire-
places. After a lengthly period of 
non-use, various issues could be af-
fecting the chimney, many of which 
might not be noticeable to an un-
trained eye. Professional, certified 
chimney sweeps have extensive 

knowledge of fireplaces, making 
them valuable resources who can let 
homeowners know if any safety is-
sues developed since fireplaces were 
last used. The National Protection 
Agency recommends that chimneys 
be swept at least once per year.

A full inspection of the chimney 
might be in order as well. Chimney 
service technicians will conduct 
thorough examinations of readily 
accessible portions of the chimney 
exterior and interior and accessible 
portions of the appliance and the 
chimney connection.

The CSIA recommends that 
homeowners who plan to use their 
chimneys as they have in the past 
request a Level 1 inspection, which 
will examine the soundness of the 
chimney structure and flue as well as 
the basic appliance installation and 

connections. Technicians also will 
verify if the chimney is free of ob-
struction and combustible deposits. 

Homeowners also should inspect 
their chimney dampers before light-
ing their first fires of the season. 
Dampers should open and close 
smoothly. If not, a service technician 
can help fix or replace the damper.

Firewood is another thing home-
owners must consider before light-
ing their first fires of the season. The 
CSIA says that well-seasoned fire-
wood works best, noting that wood 
that is not well-seasoned will pro-
duce more smoke than heat. 

In addition, the home improve-
ment resource This Old House rec-
ommends using dense wood that’s 
been split and stored in a high and 
dry place for at least six months. Oak 
is an example of dense wood that, 

when stored properly, can make for 
an enjoyable fireplace experience. 

Avoid softwoods like pine. Pine 
can produce a lot of creosote, which 
is a byproduct of wood combustion. 
Creosote is highly flammable, and 
as it builds up in a chimney, the 
risk for a chimney fire increases. 
Choosing the right wood, making 
sure it’s well-seasoned and having a 
chimney professionally cleaned can 
reduce the risk of a creosote-related 
chimney fire. A Level 1 inspection 
should determine if there are poten-
tially dangerous levels of creosote 
deposits in the chimney.

Before nestling up to a fireplace 
this winter, homeowners should 
consider a host of factors and safety 
measures to ensure their fireplaces 
are safe and ready for the season 
ahead.
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www.mtnworks.com
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Knock, Knock.

Now is the time to sell your home
and Landmark is the one

to make it happen.

828 -743 -0510  •  WWW.LANDMARKRG.COM

Because real estate decisions last a lifetime

C A S H I E R S  •  H I G H L A N D S  •  S A P P H I R E

828316

www.landmarkrg.com

