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Preserve wedding gowns,  
bridesmaid dresses, heirlooms,  

christening gowns and much more. 

261 N. Macon St. • Jesup, GA 31546 • Monday - Friday, 7:30 AM - 6 PM

Wedding Gown Preservation, An Heirloom to Treasure for Generations

Dry Cleaning | Alterations | Laundry  
 Heirlooms  Preservation   

Comforters, Quilts & Drapery   

We•ll handle your favorite  
garments with the utmost care.
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This large, open-air yet covered space offers a great area for a 
casual party or can be converted to host an upscale seated event.  

Perfect for your family reunion, wedding, engagement party, 
business luncheon, birthday party, or fundraiser. 

Market Manager: Amanda Griffin € 912-221-1233 
www.facebook.com/thewcfm  

533 N. First Street/Hwy 84, Jesup, GA  

Call today to schedule! Your guests will love it.

A Unique Venue to Host Your Next Event!

/thewcfm

www.facebook.com/thewcfm
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Check us out at www.thepress-sentinel.com

To start your subscription to  

The Press-Sentinel, please send your payment or call us at: 
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(912) 427-3757
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Not all high school  r om ances end in 

m arri age,  but f or Brayden Bland of  
Jesup and her  fi ancé,  W ill Sheffi eld of  
G lennvi ll e, t hat’s exact ly the 
progr essi on that t ook place.  

The relat ionship started out  
innocent ly enough in the fall of 2014.  
Their assi gned lockers during fr eshm an 
year  at Pinewood Christ ian Academ y 
were ri ght next  t o each other , so they 
began talking as fri ends.  During study 
hall, t hey found them selves chat ti ng 
whenever  given the chance.  Bland was 
a cheer leader  and Sheffi eld was a 
footbal l li nebacker , so they’d see each 
other  m ore and m ore between gam es 
and on long bus ri des.  

By prom  of  t hat year , t he two arri ved 
on the ar m s of t wo upper classm en.  
After t heir dates left f or t he night , Bland 
and Shef fi eld were am ong those st ill 
dancing.  It was at t his oppor tune 
m om ent t hat Sheffi eld asked Bland to 
slow-dance w ith hi m , and soon 
thereaf ter t he two wer e an of fi cial 
couple.  

Bland and Sheffi eld would go on to 
col lege together , and their r elat ionship 
cont inued to grow.  

Nearly a year  ago,  on April 25, Bland 
was cel ebrat ing another  birt hday that 
she assum ed would be li ke any other . 

“W e were at  his house,  and he has 
this real ly pret ty land down by a pond, ” 
she recal led. “ There’ s this littl e tr ail by 
his house that we wal k all t he ti m e. W e 
were walking down the tr ail at his 
favor it e spot–where we had our  fir st  
kiss next  t o this real ly pret ty pecan tr ee 
by the pond.  He sai d he had one m ore 
birt hday present  f or m e, and he got  
down on one knee and asked m e to 
m arry him .” 

Bland and Sheffield go from locker 
neighbors to soulmates

PHO TO��PRO VIDED 
Brayden B land and W ill Sheffi eld are high school  sweethear ts.
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Needless to say,  Bland sai d, “ Yes.” 
Bland is the daughter  of David and 

Arri a Bland of  Jesup,  and she’s the 
granddaughter  of Jim  and M argie 
Bland and Fred and Judy Fender , all 
of Jesup.  

W hile at  G eorgia College,  she was 
a busi ness m anagem ent m ajor and a 
m em ber of Alpha Delta Pi sor orit y.  
She’s now pur sui ng a m aster’ s 
degree in psychology at  G eorgia 
Southern w ith the intent  of becom ing 
a li censed m ental heal th counselor . 

Sheffi eld is the son of  W ill and 
Angelynne Sheffi eld of  G lennvi ll e. 
He’s the grandson of  Lynne Sikes 

and the late Aubrey Sikes and 
Jer om e and Elizabeth Shef fi eld,  all of 
G lennvi ll e. H is m ajor at G eorgia 
College was envi ronm ental  sci ence,  
and he was a m em ber of Kappa 
Alpha fr aterni ty.  He now works for 
G reat Southern W ood Preser ving in 
Jesup.  

“W ill j ust  got a house in G lennvi ll e,” 
Bland announced.  “ W e’re going to 
li ve in that after t he wedding.  W e’re 
exci ted.” 

The two w i ll be m arri ed on April 2 at  
the W estin Resort i n Savannah.  

PHO TO��PRO VIDED 
W ill Sheffi eld and Brayden B land are planning their wedding for April 2.

 • February 17, 2022 5

Soulmates  
From Page 4

I DO

Wedding 
Banquets
Let us cater to your special 
day with delicious food and 
impeccable service, amid 
the elegant ambiance of our 
beautiful ballroom.
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€€RReehheeaarrssaall  DDiinnnneerrss

4 LOCATIONS: Jesup, Baxley, Waycross and Midway 
(912) 427-9300 
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Bland’s sist ers,  Blythe Bland and 
Brynnslet t Bland,  w ill serve as m aids of  
honor . Her brother , David Bland,  w ill 
serve as a groom sm an.  Additi onal ly,  
Sheffi eld’ s sist er, Aubrey Ray, w ill be a 
bridesm aid.  

“I’ m  ready, ” Bland sai d. “ W e’re down 
to the fi nal countdown,  so we’re get ti ng 

exci ted. M arrying W ill m eans get ti ng to 
spend the rest  of m y lif e w ith m y best  
fri end.  It’ s getti ng to start t he next  
chapter  of a beaut if ul lif e w ith hi m .” 

PHO TO��PRO VIDED 
Brayden B land consider s her fi ancé,  W ill Sheffi eld,  her best  fri end.

Featured in 

Golden Isles 

Magazine

Photography by: Brooke Roberts Photography

SOUTHEAST GEORGIA•S Lakeside Wedding 
Venue with Overnight Accomendations
SSOOUUTTHH EEAASSTT  GGEEOORRGGII AA••SS  LL aa kk eessii dd ee  WW eedd dd ii nn gg   
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The not ion that “ti m ing is 
ever ything”  i s appl icabl e in 
m any si tuations,  perhaps none 

m ore so than on a couple’ s wedding 
day.  M any couples spend m onths,  if not 
year s,  planning their weddings in the 
hopes that all t hat hard work w ill 
ulti m ately resul t i n a day they w ill 
cher ish forever . 

 
The sheer  vol um e of  t hings to do on 

a wedding day can m ake coupl es feel 
overwhelm ed.  Those feel ings can be 
over com e by em phasi zing ti m ing on 
the day of  t he wedding.  W edding-day 
ti m elines w ill diff er depending on 
var iables that are unique to each 
couple’ s wedding,  but t he follow ing are 
som e factor s to consider  as coupl es 
organi ze the big day.  

 
• Venue(s): The schedule couples 

adhere to on their wedding day w ill be 
great ly affected by their choice of 
venue.  Does the venue have 
som ewhere on prem i ses for t he couple 
and their party to get  r eady? Are the 
cer em ony and recept ion being held at  
the sam e venue? Before creating a 
ti m eline, consider  t he locat ion of  t he 
cer em ony and recept ion venue( s) and 
the accom m odat ions each provides.  
G etti ng to and fr om  m ulti ple faci liti es 
won’t be an issue if couples choose a 
m ulti purpose venue where they can get  
ready,  ti e the knot  and dance the night  
away al l i n one place.  Couples who w ill 
be m oving fr om  venue to venue 
throughout  t he day m ust bui ld the ti m e 
it t akes them  and their party to get  
about  i nto their ti m elines.  

 
• W edding part y:  The size of t he 

wedding par ty also bears considerat ion 
when planning a wedding-day ti m eline. 
Large par ti es w ill r equi re m ore ti m e to 
get r eady,  and that should be factored 
into coupl es’  ti m elines.  Large par ti es 
also m ay be harder  t o cor ral and 
tr anspor t fr om  place to place,  so 
couples should bui ld som e ext ra ti m e 
into their ti m elines to account  f or t hat. 
Sm all wedding par ti es can be easier  t o 
m anage, so couples w ith sm all parti es 
m ay be able to begin their ti m elines a 

littl e later  i n the day than those w ith 
large wedding par ti es.  

 
• W eather:  W eather  i s the m ost 

unpredi ctable var iable c ouples need to 
plan for on their wedding days.  As the 
wedding day approaches,  couples can 
m onitor t he day’ s forecast  and then 
m ake any necessary changes to 
account  f or i nclem ent  weather. G etti ng 
around in a rainstor m  w ill li kely take 
longer  t han m oving about  on a sunny 
day,  so som e m inor t weaks to the 
ti m eline m ay be necessary if storm s or 
another  t ype of  i nclem ent  weather i s in 
the forecast . 

 
Couples can access wedding day 

ti m eline tem plates on var ious websi tes.  
But it’ s im portant t hat couples 
rem em ber t hat t heir weddings are 
unique,  so online guidel ines m ight not 
be realist ic.  A car eful  considerat ion of  a 
handful  of var iables speci fi c to couples’  
weddings can help them  craft ti m elines 
that m ake their big day go sm oothl y.    

Factors to consider when planning your wedding day 
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172 W Cherry St. 
(912) 427-3339 
crawfordsjewelers.comHOURS: Mon … Fri, 9 a.m. … 6 p.m. ; Sat 9 a.m. … 4 p.m.

www.crawfordsjewelers.com
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Few things docum ent  weddings 
m ore ef fect ively than 
photographs.  Careful ly cur ated 

wedding album s and por tr aits hung on 
walls serve as dai ly rem inder s of a 
couple’ s special  day.  

Photography is often left i n the ver y 
qual ifi ed hands of  prof essi onal  
photographer s.  However, couples can 
pitch in to m ake their photos really pop.  
These pi cture pointer s fr om  indust ry 
insider s can help coupl es put  t heir best  
sm ile forward. 

 
Leave am ple ti m e 
A car eful ly orchest rated ti m eline can 

ensure photos are the best  t hey can be.  
W hy? Because a couple who are 
relaxed and not  over whelm ed w ill notice 
that attit ude tr anslates to their 
photographs.  W hen planning wedding 
ti m elines,  coupl es should leave am ple 
oppor tuniti es for getti ng dressed,  
chat ti ng w ith the wedding par ty and 

going through var ious photography 
set ti ngs to grab great  photos,  advi se 
the exper ts at M artha Stewart. 

 
Put t ogether a short  li st  
The photographer  w ill have hi s or her 

ideas of  which shots to cover , but a 
couple w ith speci fi c goal s in m ind 
should relay that i nfor m ation to their 
photographer . For exam ple,  if a 
grandparent  i s getti ng up in year s,  
request  som e sol o photos of  t hat 
person so you can look back on happy 
ti m es together . Certain couples want t o 
be snapped posing w ith a beloved pet . 
Putti ng that on the li st  helps ensure it 
w ill happen.  

 
Enlist  a fam ily photo coordinator 
If t he photographer  does not  have hi s 

or her own assist ant, r ecrui t som eone 
who is asser ti ve to help wrangle 
everyone for t he fam ily shot s.  Attem pt 
to get  f am ily photos when fam ily 

m em bers are relaxed but  not t oo far 
rum pled by dancing or  having a good 
ti m e. 

 
Delve into the det ai ls 
Prepare wedding detai ls,  such as 

gowns,  shoes,  accessor ies,  etc. , i n 
advance to save ti m e once the 
photographer  arri ves,  suggest s Desi 
M endoza, a pro fr om  Dez and Tam  
Photography.  I nvest  i n a 
beaut if ul hanger  f or t he 
wedding gown as well, 
because you m ay want t o 
photograph that on it s own. 

 
Learn to pose 
Couples can pract ice 

posing in fr ont of m irr ors to 
get a feel f or body posi ti ons 
that put t hem  in their best  
li ght. A photographer’ s 
advi ce in regard to posture 
is invaluable as well. 

Create space between ar m s and the 
body and learn how to angle the body 
so you look your  best .  

 
Photos w ill capt ure wedding day 

m em ories forever . Couples can put 
them selves in the best  posi ti ons for 
success by follow ing som e photography 
guidel ines.

Picture-perfect wedding-day photography tips

I DO

Every wedding is diff erent , even 
if m any share som e com m on 
com ponents.  As couples plan 

their weddings,  l earning about  som e 
popular  wedding styl es can help them  
create a cer em ony that sui ts them .  

 
C lassic w edding 
C lassic weddings are the storybook 

tr aditi onal  weddings that m any people 
dream  about  f or year s.  Key elem ent s 
include a tuxedo for t he groom  and a 
white gown for t he br ide. Form al attir e 
is reserved for t he rest  of t he wedding 
party.  The cer em ony is conducted in a 
place of  worshi p before everyone 
retir es to a fancy cat ering hal l f or t he 
recept ion. Traditi onal  weddings al so 
m ay include the ti m e-honored cust om s 
such as toast s,  cake cut ti ng, t he 
bouquet  t oss and parent -chi ld dances.  

 
Beach w edding 
Beach weddings of ten are casual , 

laid back affairs.  Dresses m ay be less 
structured and fl ow w ith sea breezes,  
while guys m ay even don shor ts w ith 

li nen shi rt s or j ackets.  G uests can 
expect  t he par ty to be m uch m ore fr ee-
fl ow ing,  and the tr aditi ons of  classic 
weddings m ay not be par t of t he 
cel ebrat ion. 

 
Bohem ian w edding 
Free-spi rit ed individual s m ay dive 

head- fir st  i nto a bohem ian- styl e 
wedding.  Accor ding to wedding planner  
David Tutera,  a boho wedding is casual  
and com fortable.  It t ends to com e off 
chic but appear s that way w i th m inim al 
effort. Decor i s typical ly hum ble and 
blends harm oniousl y w ith nature.  A 
boho wedding m ay take place outdoor s 
or i n another  l ess tr aditi onal  venue,  
such as a farm house or  botani cal  
garden.  W edding par ty attir e m ay be 
m ism atched and showcase each 
person’ s individual  styl e. 

 
M odern w edding 
Brides and groom s who crave 

contem porar y and cur rent tr ends m ay 
prefer  a m odern wedding.  G raphi c col or 
schem es,  clean li nes and m inim alist ic 

fl owers m ight be par t of a m odern 
wedding. Attir e m ay be angular  and 
edgy,  and the venue m ay run the gam ut  
fr om  sleek m useum  to a ci ty rooftop. 

 
Destinat ion w edding 
Couples who love to tr avel  and don’ t 

want t o worry about  t he m inutiae of  
wedding planning m ay fi nd a 
dest ination wedding is a good fit. 
Destination weddings last  m ore than 
one day and focus on relaxat ion, 
act ivi ti es and lots of f un. Destination 
weddings tend to be less form al and 
less tr aditi onal  t han classic weddings.  
O wing to the rem ote locat ions,  
dest ination weddings al so can be 
sm aller and m ore intim ate, as m any 
invi tees m ay be unable to at tend.  Yet 
those who can at tend of ten get  t o enjoy 
tr opical  i slands or  m ountain retreats.  

 
W edding styl es are as di st inct ive as 

the people get ti ng m arri ed. Choosing a 
them e that has the ri ght f eel ing can 
help coupl es m ake the m ost of t heir 
speci al days.

Explore various wedding styles during planning
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•With three generations of experience 
David•s Clothing has been the leader in tuxedos  

for over 50 years.Ž ...
Designer styles and expert fitting to ensure you 

look your best for your wedding.

DAVI D•S
C LOTH I N G

Downtown,  Jesup  € 427-3133 

davidsclothing.com

Wedding favor s have 
changed— and in m any 
cases for t he bet ter. Favor s 

have evolved fr om  the inexpensive 
tri nket s purchased in bul k into m ore 
personal ized m em entos that guest s 
can cher ish.   

Today’ s couples are interested in 
cust om izing their weddings and of fering 
guest s som et hing m eaningful  or, at t he 
very least , edible,  so that f avor s don’ t 
im m ediatel y get r elegated to the tr ash 
can.  Accor ding to Heather Jones of  
W ente Vineyards in Calif ornia,  f avor s 
have m oved fr om  “goodie bags”  t oward 
it em s that are exper im ental and fun. 
W edding planner s fr om  acr oss the 
count ry offer t hese wedding- favor  
tr ends that couples m ay want t o 
incorporate into their own cel ebrat ions.  

 
W elcom e bags 
Rather t han take-hom e bags,  

welcom e bags have replaced the 
tr aditi onal  f avor  tri nket  at som e 
weddings.  M any weddings have 
becom e m ulti day event s that ask 
guest s tr avel ing fr om  out  of t own to 
attend a wedding weekend.  To help 
greet  t hem  and m ake their exper ience 
m em orable,  couples m ay fill a gi ft bag 
w ith it em s guest s can use or  enjoy 
during their stay— such as a bot tl e of  
local ly sourced m aple syr up or  som e 
handm ade soaps fr om  a nearby 
shopkeeper . 

 
Experi ence gi ft s 
Instead of  a candle or  a 

m onogram m ed cake server , t hink of  
exper iences to of fer guest s.  A coupon 
for fr ee dr inks at a nearby brewer y,  a 
tour of a local  attr act ion while guest s 
are in town or  a group excursi on for 
guest s attending a dest ination wedding 
can be fun and w ill help guest s cr eate 
last ing m em ories.  

 
Chari table donat ions 
Som e couples feel t hat f avor s are 

wasteful  and would rather  set  aside a 
porti on of  t heir wedding budget s toward 
giving back.  I n such si tuations,  a 
donat ion to char it y in guest s’ nam es 
can be the way to go.  G uests can vot e 
on two favor it e char iti es adver ti sed on 

a special  t able at  t he wedding 
reception. The one w ith m ore vot es w ill 
get t he proceeds.  

 
Lat e-night  snacks 
After a night  of cel ebrat ing, som e 

guest s m ay want t he fest ivi ti es to 
cont inue but  m ay need som e ext ra 
sust enance to m ake it t hrough a few 
m ore hour s.  Som e couples are 
eschewing tr aditi onal  f avor s in li eu of  
m aking room  for ext ra food or  
beverage expenses that can include 
after-party tr eats.  These m ay run the 
gam ut fr om  wood-fir ed pi zzas to food 
tr uck vendor s to ext ra desser ts.  A tast y 
take-hom e opt ion al so m ay be given,  
such as fr esh zeppol is or beignet s or 
even a personal ized bot tl e of  w ine. 
Even if t he food and dr ink is not 
consum ed ri ght away, t here’ s a good 
chance it w ill hit t he spot  when guest s 
return to their hotel  r oom s. 

W edding favor s are changing to 
keep up w ith the ti m es and keep 
guest s feel ing ext ra special .

The evolution of wedding favors

www.davidsclothing.com
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By��Bolen��M cCall 
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“And now abide faith, hope,  
love,  t hese three;  but t he 
greatest  of t hese is love. ”  

-1 Cori nthi ans 13:13 
 

•••  
 
C layce W illi am s actual ly 

received two “Yeses”  when he 
asked Darian Love to m arry him  
this past  M ay. 

Love was teaching her  
second-grade class at O dum  
Elem entar y School , and her  
principal , G ena Ierardi , cam e in 
to gi ve an award to her  class.  
The class was inst ructed to step 
outside for a pi cture,  and when 
Love walked out side, she saw 
fir st  her m other and then 
W illi am s.  

“I i m m ediatel y knew what  was 
happening.  He got down on one 
knee and asked,  ‘ W ill you m arry 
m e?’ I sai d, ‘ Yes,’ and then 
C layce turned to m y student s 
and sai d, ‘I s that O K w ith you 
guys?’ and they al l yel led ‘yes’  
back! ”  

W illi am s had picked out  t he 
ri ng that sam e day and took it 
im m ediatel y to Love’ s m other, 
Tonya Anderson,  and then asked 

Second-grade class at OES approves  
of Love, Williams wedding

LEIG H��LO VE��PHO TO G RAPHY / Special  
Clayce W illi am s and Dari an Love plan to wed on Feb.  26 at  Pine Harbor i n Townsend.  The couple began dat ing af ter 
m eeting in their j unior  year  of high school . April w ill m ark eight  years together . 

I DO

� See LOVE, WILLIAMS, Page 11



 

Love’ s father , W esley Love,  f or 
his perm issi on to m arry his 
daughter .  

Regarding the proposal , 
W illi am s sai d, “I coul d not  
possi bly hold onto [t he ri ng] 
longer  t han a day! ” 

The couple are a tr ue exam ple 
of high school  sweethear ts.  
W illi ams tr ansfer red to W ayne 
County H igh School  his junior  
year  and becam e acquainted 
w ith Love through aski ng for her 
phone num ber . Two m onths later  
the two began dat ing. April 3 w ill 
m ark eight  years together .  

“I gave [m y phone num ber ] t o 
him , t hinking he would probabl y 
forget  it since he didn’ t have 
anything to writ e it down w ith. 
Im m ediatel y after school , he 
sent  m e a m essage,  and the rest  
is history,” sai d Love.  

After being engaged for a few 
m onths,  t he couple decided they 
wanted to get  m arri ed as soon 
as possi ble.  They plan to wed at  
Pine Harbor i n Townsend on 
Feb. 26. This locat ion is a 
special  place for t he couple,  as it 
holds an abundance of  
m em ories and the prom i se of 
m ore to be created.   

The couple has not  decided 
on a honeym oon locat ion, as 
Love’ s schedule as a teacher  
m akes the planning di ffi cul t. 
They hope to tr avel  t o the 
Caribbean,  as the two both love 
being on the water. 

Love is em ployed at  O dum  

Elem entar y School  as a second-
grade teacher . She earned her  
bachelor’ s degree in elem entar y 
and special  educat ion fr om  the 
College of  Coastal  G eorgia in 
Brunswick.   

W illi am s is the son of  Joey 
and Li sa W illi am s of  Jesup.  He 
is em ployed at  M obile Concrete 
in Jesup.  He has received hi s 
heat ing, vent il ation and ai r 
condi ti oning (HVAC) cer tifi cat ion 
fr om  Coastal Pines Technical  
College.    

In a world full of uncer taint ies,  
the couple knew the im portance 
of fri ends,  f am ily and faith and 
included them  al l i n the planning 
process.   

“Deciding to get  m arri ed 
quickly sounded li ke a wonder ful 
idea;  however, it has been hard!  
Lucki ly,  we have an am azing 
suppor t syst em  of  f am ily and 
fri ends.  The m ost i m portant t hing 
is that t he people we love get  t o 
see the day we begin the rest  of 
our li ves, ” sai d Love.  “ As long as 
we keep faith in G od,  hope in 
our hear ts and love for one 
another , we w i ll always be 
blessed. ”  

The couple plan to reside in 
W ayne Count y after t heir 
wedding.

Love, Williams wedding
From Page 10
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LEIG H��LO VE��PHO TO G RAPHY / Special  
Dari an Love and C layce W illi am s enjoy spending ti m e near  t he water. They 
plan to get  m arri ed on the water at Pine Harbor i n Townsend.   
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197 W. Cherry Street Downtown Jesup  

427-0000

Voted Wayne•s Favorite Bridal Registry, Gift Shop & Window Display

FREE GIFT 
WRAPPING

GIFT CERTIFICATES 
AVAILABLE

Wedding Gifts  
That Wow!

Bridal Gifts and Registry
Shower Gift Delivery Available

McKenzie Boatright and Daniel Buxton 
Wedding: August 2022

Hope Anderson and Russell Blenk 
Wedding: April 8, 2022

Brayden Bland and Will Shef�ield 
Wedding: April 2, 2022

Saleena Cauley and Noah Brandhurst 
Wedding: March 6, 2022

Elise Johnson and Walker Reddish 
Wedding: March 26, 2022

Darian Love and Clayce Williams 
Wedding: February 26, 2022

Kara Morgan and Payton Phillips 
Wedding: March 19, 2022

Brooke Ogden and Cameron Martin 
Wedding: June 11, 2022

Wedding Gifts  
That Wow!

Shop The Berry Patch and create the wedding wish list you always wanted.
Katherine Sellars and Hux Riddle 

Wedding: May 27, 2022

Madeline Sims and Alex Croy 
Wedding: April 24, 2022

€Home Decor € Florals €Dinner and  
Serving ware € Wall Art € Frames


