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Running a small business often feels like a 

marathon, but you don’t have to go it alone. With 

our comprehensive suite of business products and 

services, you can start, stabilize or grow your business 

how you choose. Run things your way–with your 

“One Bank for Life.”PinnacleBank.com

LEARN MORE

ONE

FOR LIFE

BANK

FOR BUSINESSES BIG AND SMALL
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www.pinnaclebank.com
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575 Harmony Drive, Elberton 

706-283-0992

Lake Russell 
BUILDING SUPPLY
A complete building supply center for 

contractors and do-it-yourselfers!

Open Monday-Friday 7:30 a.m.- 5 p.m. | Saturday 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

Lumber | Roofing | Doors | Plywood | Moulding
Shingles | Hardware | Locks | Windows

Insulation | Sheetrock | Siding
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ON THE

Khloe Higgins, 
daughter of Cody 
and Jennifer Higgins, 
enjoys an ice cream 
cone from Home 
Sweet Home. Photo 
by Jennifer Higgins.  
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“Absolutely
one of 

the best.”
Arrowhead Pointe Golf Course

Facebook Page reviews

2790 Olympic Rowing Drive, Elberton, GA 30635

706-283-6000
www.arrowheadpointegc.com

Landscaped Clubhouse � Gift Shop

Conference Center � Grill/Restaurant 

Golf Instruction

18-HOLE 

CHAMPIONSHIP 

GOLF COURSE

88 HOME 

SWEET HOME

www.arrowheadpointegc.com
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BRADY 
BUILDERS, 

INC.

“When Quality Ma� ers”

Building Custom 

Homes & Remodeling

From concept to the 
fi nal paint stroke...

Brady Builders off ers top quality 

home building and remodeling 

services to the Elberton area. Brady 

Builders handles Residential Home 

Construction, Home Remodeling and 

Light Commercial Construction in 

Elberton and Northeast Georgia.

Jason Brady, Owner

706-283-4270
www.bradybuilders.net
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WILSON INDUSTRIAL ELECTRIC, INC.
706.213.6725    WWW.WILSONSAWS.COM
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Rob Leverett is in his second term as State House Representative for House District 123. 

Since he was born and raised in Elbert County, his values and priorities align with ours. 

Rob knows that family comes fi rst, and he knows that to keep our families strong, we have to 

keep our communities thriving - which is why he’s proud to be a pro-business, pro-jobs legislator. 

Rob also owns and runs a law fi rm in Elberton, and he partners with other small businesses, 

larger corporations, and local agricultural businesses and farm families to help ensure that 

Georgia remains the number one state in which to do business (and live!) for years to come.

Putting Our 
ECONOMY 

F I R S T
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HOME 

HOME
SweetSweet

The smell of freshly brewed coffee and the welcoming 
sound of Christian music greets customers as they walk 
into one of the doors at Home Sweet Home on South 
McIntosh Street. 

An old cotton warehouse was transformed into an 
artisan market and cafe, allowing those who enter the 
ability to remember history and sip a cup of coffee or eat 
a decadent cupcake while perusing creations from local 
artists and craftspeople. 

Home Sweet Home is celebrating its fifth year of 
being owned by Jenny and Matthew Jenkins as they took 
it over from the previous owner around a year after the 
doors opened. 

A breast cancer survivor, Jenny was in the throes of 
cancer treatments at the time. Her search for something 
to do to keep her mind busy, combined with Matthew’s 
love for the historic building made the business a perfect 
venture. 

What started with just 12 vendors in the nearly 
13,000 square foot building has grown into 70 vendors 
– some of whom rent more than one of the businesses’ 
76 available spaces. 

“We’re always adding more, too. If we can find space, 
we add it,” Jenny said. “We actually have a waiting list 
of people wanting to come in. That’s a good problem to 
have.” 

Goods from vendors range from wooden signs and 
creations, clay earrings and jewelry, fresh flowers, art 
pieces, broken glass creations, soaps, home decor, an-
tiques, furniture, t-shirts, candles and more. 

“I like the artisan market because a lot of these people 

By Rose Scoggins
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Home Sweet Home

create and put a lot of effort into making their items,” Jenny 
said. “A lot of these people are local or at least somewhat 
surrounding. It really surprised me how many people are 
talented in Elberton. They do a lot.”

Along with the market, Home Sweet Home is known for its 
cafe, serving coffee, fruity refreshers, cupcakes from Kellie’s 
Cakes and other baked goods. 

Jenny said Home Sweet Home’s coffee is a unique blend 
that can only be found locally and is crafted in Covington by 
the store Bread and Butter. The blend had an overwhelm-
ing majority vote from customers five years ago when the 
Jenkins took over and has stayed a constant in the cafe. Joe 
Stephens, Jenny’s dad, transports the freshly ground coffee 
to Elberton every week. 

The coffee can be served in a regular brew, latte, cappuc-
cino, mocha, macchiato, americano or red eye. Espresso is 
also available. Non-dairy add ins like almond and oat milk are 
on the cafe’s menu along with flavor shots of caramel, salted 
caramel, vanilla, hazelnut and sugar free options. 

For non-coffee drinkers, Home Sweet Home offers their 
unique Red Bull specials – fruit flavorings like peach, rasp-
berry, pina colada, strawberry and green apple paired with 
a Red Bull. Strawberry lemonade, berry, peach and green 
apple refreshers are also available. 

Sweet foam and whipped cream can be added to top 
drinks off. 

With a variety of drinks on the menu, Jenny said some-
thing to eat was next and the partnership with Kellie Drake 
from Kellie’s Cakes was born. Kellie delivers fresh cupcakes, 
and the occasional slices of cakes and other goodies, weekly. 
Her cupcakes feature a variety of flavors including her popu-
lar banana pudding. 

Along with the cupcakes, the cafe features assorted 
baked goods including cinnamon rolls, spinach feta pastries, 
brownies and chocolate chip cookies. The store also recently 
began carrying edible cookie dough from Alumni Cookie 
Dough out of Athens. 

After getting requests from customers to serve lunch as 
well, Jenny said she began working on homemade family 
recipes to bring to life in the store. Lunch options include her 
mother-in-law’s homemade chicken salad and her step-
mom’s pimento cheese sandwiches. 

Customers can grab a sandwich or scoop of the home-
made flavors along with a side of chips, potato salad in the 
spring and summer or a soup of the day in the fall and winter. 
Pre-made “grab and go” boxes including a sandwich, chips 
and a dessert are available. 

For kids of all ages, the cafe offers a variety of ice cream 
flavors complete with waffle cones and waffle bowls. Ice 
cream can be turned into milkshakes or scooped between 
two cookies to create an ice cream sandwich. 

With their vast menu options, Jenny said the cafe has 
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706-498-6543

6868
MARKETMARKET

ANTIQUES � GIFTS � HOME GOODS
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Designing 
Women Salon 

“The Complete Salon”

Trust us with all of your hair care needs! 
Since 1997Since 1997

706-283-HAIR (4247)706-283-HAIR (4247)
314 N. Oliver Street, Elberton314 N. Oliver Street, Elberton

attracted a group of “regulars” that help keep the place 
running. 

“Our biggest support, which I just love, is the city police,” 
Jenny said. “We have our regulars that come in and I think 
that’s what I love about Elberton – everybody kind of knows 
everybody. When they come in, I immediately know what 
they’re drinking. The girls get to know the regulars and you 
get a special feel when you come here. It’s not just walking 
into some random coffee shop.” 

While Jenny can be often seen behind the register, her 
team at Home Sweet Home includes her dad, Joe, who has 
been with her since the store’s opening and works with the 
vendors, and a group of high school girls who create the 
drinks behind the counter. 

“Most of them are juniors and seniors which I absolutely 
love because they’re pretty hardworking and it’s usually their 
first job, which most people would probably frown upon, 
but I look at it as a learning experience for them,” Jenny said 
about her baristas. “Hopefully I’m preparing them for their 
dream job one day.” 

Jenny also said she’ll have vendors step in to help when-
ever needed. 

“They want me to be successful too and it makes them 
successful,” Jenny said. “It’s a team effort for sure.”

Between the variety of market items and cafe, there’s a 
little something at Home Sweet Home for everyone. 

Home Sweet Home owner Jenny Jenkins enjoys the 
relationships made with vendors and customers of 
the artisan market and cafe. The business offers a 
wide array of homemade goods along with coffee, 
baked goods, savory lunch items and ice cream. 
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Home Sweet Home

“And its pretty family-friendly,” Jenny said. “A lot of our 
customers will come right after school and it ends up being a 
big activity here. We have games for the kids to play.”

Whether it be with vendors or customers, Jenny said her 
favorite part of running Home Sweet Home is the relation-
ships she has the opportunity to build. 

“I think that was one of the main reasons I really knew I 
would love this business, because I like the social interaction 
and I love to get to know people in the community,” Jenny 
said. “I’ve met so many people...that aren’t anywhere near 
here that come here. I almost feel like it’s a destination place. 
We really get a lot of outside people that come here just 
because they saw us on social media. I love to meet the new 
people too.” 

As a main stay, Jenny said she wants to see the commu-
nity thrive and is thankful that Home Sweet Home can be a 
part of that. 

“It brings a lot of joy to me for sure. It’s not something 
I have to do,” Jenny said. “ I wanted to do something that 
really brings something to the community and something 
fun for everybody. I want Elberton to be successful. I want to 
see it thrive and I think privately-owned small businesses are 
the way to go.” 

www.mcgeehvac.com
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Celebrating lives well lived

Elberton’s only locally owned and 
  operated funeral home and crematory

Secure, handicap-accessible facilities
Pre-arrangement options

1265 Washington Hwy. | P.O. Box 11081265 Washington Hwy. | P.O. Box 1108
Elberton, GA 30635Elberton, GA 30635

706-283-5142706-283-5142
24 Hour Obituary Line: 706-283-903624 Hour Obituary Line: 706-283-9036

www.berryfh.comwww.berryfh.com
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111 E. Church St., Elberton

706-283-4669

If you have 
questions, 

I have 
answers.

Let your 
LOCAL Licensed 
Agent help you 
understand your 

Medicare options.
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www.berryfh.com
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Festivals, birthday parties, church and community 
events across Northeast Georgia and upstate South 
Carolina for the past 11 years have featured brightly 
colored bouncy houses, train rides and water slides 
for children – and adults – of all ages thanks to Elbert 
County’s Jumping With Us. 

In 2012, O’Neal Saddler, owner of Jumping With Us, 
and post commander for Georgia State Patrol’s Toccoa 
Post, came up with an idea for the business that blos-
somed into what he now says is the largest inflatable 
company in the area. 

“I rented one of the jumping houses for a birthday 
party in 2012 and it was dirty and filthy,” Saddler said 
of the beginnings of Jumping With Us. “I had to pick it 
up from the company and return it when I was done, 
and my wife and I sat down and thought about it and 
decided that would be something good that I could do 
in life – maybe in retirement was actually the goal. We 
didn’t think it would take off so fast.” The company has 
since grown from two inflatables to offering a multitude 
of different services to meet the needs of any party for 
any age group. 

“We have waterslides, we have mechanical bulls that 
we just added recently, we also have a video game trail-
er that we added a year and a half ago,” Saddler said. 
“We have a trackless train, we have all kinds of mechan-
ical wipeout games that you set up and kids jump over 
and under. We have water pools. I could go on and on. 
We have over 100 different items.” 

According to the Jumping With Us website, the 
company offers a variety of bounce houses, dry combo 
bouncers, wet combo bounces, toddler inflatables, wa-
ter slides, dry slides, dry bounce and slides, wet bounce 
and slides, walking water pools, dunk tanks, obstacle 
courses, interactive games, a mobile gaming trailer, 

WITH US
By Mark Wells 

JumpingJumping
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foam parties, water volley ball, a trackless train, a mechani-
cal bull and foam parties. 

The website also lists “extras” including generators, pool 
water, concessions, a cotton candy machine, a popcorn ma-
chine, a snow cone machine, tables and chairs, an ice cream 
stand and “Happy Birthday” yard sign kits. 

An Elbert County native, Saddler grew up and current-
ly resides in Dewy Rose. He started his law enforcement 
career with the Elbert County Sheriff’s Office and worked a 
stint with the Department of Natural Resources as a ranger 
before he landed with the Georgia State Patrol (GSP) in 
2002, where he has worked ever since. 

During his career with GSP, Saddler worked with the 
Athens post before working his way up the ladder and being 
named the commander of the Toccoa post. Saddler was 
selected to serve on University of Georgia (UGA) Football 
Head Coach Kirby Smart’s security detail that follows the 
coach around while performing official duties. 

“I think it has given me the ability to not want to give up 
so easily,” Saddler said of how his law enforcement career 
relates to Jumping With Us. “The job that I do sometimes 
is a non-quitting job. It’s something that you can’t give up 
on – your life depends on it and that teaches you the value 
of determination. Business is definitely a determination 
because it’s not for the weak; the weak will not survive so I 
think it has a lot to do with it honestly.”

In order to balance the two demanding jobs, Saddler 
said he depends on his wife, Deandra, and his employees to 
take care of the business when he is on a trip with the UGA 
football team or otherwise occupied with the GSP. 

“That’s where my guys and my wife come in. That’s why 
she’s the backbone of it when it comes to getting everybody 
where they need to be. I am more of a hands-on guy when 
I’m off, but so far we have a really good relationship with the 
staff and even when I’m not there everything runs as if I was 
there,” Saddler said. “I have four guys that work for me and 
if we’re doing a festival, you can look and see 10 or 15 of us. 
I have support staff as well. A lot of family members have 
come out. My mother-in-law and so many others that we 
have that we kept pretty much close knit together over the 
years. We have built a family – relatives and outside family 
– and we’re definitely thankful for that.”  

Saddler said it was a challenge to grow the business when 
first starting out, but thanks to local advertising, word of 
mouth and the help of social media, the business has grown 
exponentially over the last 11 years. 

“It’s all been a surprise,” Saddler said. “I thought we were 
going to get us two little units and we were just going to do 
this on the weekends when I have a day off. Before long I 
needed a trailer and we would take the units to a customer 
and they would be like ‘Do you have this?’ and I would say 
‘No I don’t have that, I actually didn’t think about that’ and 

Jumping With Us

Jumping With Us, owned and operated by Dewy Rose native 
O’Neal Saddler and his wife, Deandra, has been a main stay in 
the Elbert County community for the last 11 years. The busi-
ness offers a variety of options for bouncy houses, inflatables, 
water slides, a video game truck and foam parties.  
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is the place for the brands you trust!

886 Elbert St., Elberton � 706-283-3054
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360 College Ave., Elberton � 706-283-1901
Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Abrasive Blasting, Tools & Supplies 

for the Stone & Monument Industry

www.bicknellsupply.comwww.bicknellsupply.com
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Elbert County’s Choice Elbert County’s Choice 
for Granite Supply Storefor Granite Supply Store

then it just kept growing over time and I’m like ‘There is 
really a demand in this area because we don’t have a lot to 
do.’”

In addition to the local community, Saddler said he has 
served customers from as far north as Cherokee, North 
Carolina to as far south as Augusta and that Jumping With 
Us serves residential and commercial customers. 

As the business grows, Saddler said he is continuously 
looking back to see where he can have the most success. 
He said he also has a relationship with other inflatable 
businesses from other states and that they use each other’s 
ideas to a mutual benefit. 

“I’ve got one that I’m really good friends with in Texas,” 
Saddler said. “He and I share a lot of ideas that work in Tex-
as that I use here and he’ll take some of my ideas in Georgia 
and use it in Texas. We’ve built a 10-year relationship now. 
We actually build off of each other and that’s probably my 
go-to person. I have several other companies that we swap 
ideas with, but I just research, I look at it, my wife looks at it 
and we come to an agreement and we go after it.” 

While he uses other companies for inspiration, Saddler 
said Jumping With Us is still set apart from its competition 
by the supreme customer service they provide when some-
body rents their equipment.

“The gaming trailer, we stay with them – we have that 
customer interaction. We added the foam simulator last 

www.dixiebellepaint.com
www.bicknellsupply.com


 

18 | Main Stays 2023 

Family Medicine

Pharmacy

Accepts most major insurances,
Medicare, Medicaid, and
sliding fee scale for those
who qualify.

Behavioral Health

QualityHealthcare ForAll.AlAA l.ll
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year that shoots out foam on kids and adults – we stay there 
with it. We offer package deals that actually bring us with 
it,” Saddler said. “Here lately we’ve been doing so many big 
corporations that required us to go with it and that’s what 
separates us. We’re one of the few companies that have 
licenses and are insured so it allows us to get the schools – I 
think we did every school in Elbert County this year except 
the high school – and Madison County and Franklin and 
Hart. So we’ve been able to separate ourselves with that.”

Another aspect that separates Jumping With Us is their 
website. Saddler said he has a large portion of the website 
automated to make it as easy on the customer as possible.

“While we’re asleep at night, we’re getting bookings. 
People are able to get on [the website] and book for them-
selves and schedule it,” Saddler said. “I have everything 
automatic like reminders and messaging and everything. 
We don’t even talk to some of the customers until we get to 
their house – that’s how automatic I’ve gotten the business, 
so that’s a blessing.” 

While the high demand in the local area has resulted in 
the business growing rapidly, Saddler said that did not come 
without challenges.

“Any challenge would be the workforce, just getting peo-

ple who actually want to work,” Saddler said. “With COVID 
that was the biggest thing for us. We were down during 
COVID a lot, but we got through it all and God brought us 
back threefold.”

Even with the tough times, Saddler said the help of the 
community has been a massive benefit to his business. 

“We do a lot of business in Elbert County and a lot of 
churches and families depend on us,” Saddler said. “This is 
home and it’s going to be home for us. Honestly, it’s always 
great when you look on there and see that Elbert County 
booking because you know you’re going to be right at home 
to do it and it’s even better when you get on Facebook and 
someone says ‘Hey I’m looking for a jumping house’ and 
everybody says ‘Go up Bowman Highway, they’re there on 
the right – that’s always a good thing.” 

The community support is what Saddler said has result-
ed in Jumping With Us becoming a main stay in the Elbert 
County community. 

“That’s an honor for me,” Saddler said of being consid-
ered a main stay. “If you asked me this 10 to13 years ago I 
would have never believed it. We’re honored and we’re very 
thankful and we continue to plan on being here as long as 
God gives us grace.” 

Jumping With Us

www.medlinkga.org
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704 Elbert St. | 706-283-5543 | Elberton, GA 30635

Commercial & 

Residential Real Estate

Wills • Probate
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SANDERS 

FURNITURE

900 Elbert Street (across from Ingles)

706-283-1921

Liberty Furniture | La-Z-Boy | BassettLiberty Furniture | La-Z-Boy | Bassett

King Hickory | Serta and Jamison BeddingKing Hickory | Serta and Jamison Bedding

Over 18,000 sq. ft. of Furniture!
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VVVVRIGHT’S

UTOMOTIVEAA Service, 
Inc.

706-283-6421

245 Heard St., Elberton
Mike & Autumn Wright, Owners

We also accept FLEET Cards

ASE Certified 

Mechanic

Mon-Thurs 

8 a.m.-5 p.m.

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC



 

20 | Main Stays 2023 

7
3
6
1
7
2

Reservations 800-864-7275  |  Park 706-213-2045  |  Golf 706-283-6000

GaStateParks.org/RichardBRussell

www.gastateparks.org/richardbrussell
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McIntosh McIntosh 
Coffee ShoppeCoffee Shoppe

Corner of  North McIntosh & Elbert StreetCorner of  North McIntosh & Elbert Street

706-283-6527706-283-6527
Open Monday-Friday 7 a.m.-2 p.m., Saturday 7:30-2 p.m.Open Monday-Friday 7 a.m.-2 p.m., Saturday 7:30-2 p.m.

– ON SITE CATERING –

S H O P  N E X T  D O O R  A T S H O P  N E X T  D O O R  A T 

Kreations by KathyKreations by Kathy
706-283-3546706-283-3546

Music LessonsMusic Lessons

School Band RentalsSchool Band Rentals
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www.rainbowbridgeofga.com
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BRIDGE OF 

GEORGIA
PET CREMATIONS

RainbowRainbow

For many families, pets are very important and 
crucial parts of the family dynamic. Some depend on 
their pets for emotional support to get through a tough 
time while others view their pets as their own children. 
Because of this bond, when a pet passes away, many 
families look for a way to properly pay respects to their 
furry friend who meant so much to them. 

That’s where Rainbow Bridge of Georgia Pet Crema-
tions and owner Nora Nix come in.

“It’s an awesome responsibility, but I welcome it,” 
Nix said. “The people who are calling me, the one thing 
we have in common is that we’re pet lovers. No matter 
how different we are, we have something we can build 
on just through pets. I love being part of the com-
munity. I love being here when they need me – it just 
satisfies my soul, helping somebody through a tough 
time. I’ve always been comfortable with that and I just 
kind of naturally brought it to the pet world.”

While in high school in Dahlonega, Nix had her 
interest piqued by the funeral business.  

“I didn’t know what I wanted to do...and I picked up 
a book that was in the library that was about funeral 
service and I thought ‘Wow,’” Nix said. “As a kid I didn’t 
think much about it. I had been to a funeral before, 
but I never thought about that as a career. I wanted to 
know more.”

By Mark Wells 



 

The school librarian sent Nix to a local funeral home and 
the funeral director gave her a book on restorative art. 

“I thought ‘Well this is fascinating, I think I’d like to try 
that,’” Nix remembered. 

With a career now in mind, Nix attended Gupton-Jones 
College of Funeral Service in Decatur and worked in Sa-
vannah in the funeral home business for 10 years. 

“I loved it and thought ‘This is it, this is for me,’” Nix said. 
After moving back to 

the area and taking a small 
break from the business, 
Nix opened Rainbow Bridge 
in 2018 on a tract of family 
land.

“Once I made the decision 
to do it, I just kind of jumped 
in,” Nix said. 

After getting her building 
put up and the necessary 
equipment to operate, Nix 
said she started “going door-
to-door” in order to try and 
self-promote her business. 
While the long days on the 
road were tough at first, they 
eventually paid off when a 
veterinarian reached out 
requesting Nix’s services.

“I can tell you exactly 
where I was when we got our 
first [call],” Nix said. “I was 
so excited that they gave 
us a chance and of course 
we’re still with them,” Nix said. 
“Then after that I guess your 
confidence [grows]. People 
talk in the business; it’s actu-
ally a small community in the 
veterinary world and I think 
that kind of helped. If they needed us to do a house call, 
things like that, some of the other places they were work-
ing with would not do that, but we try to be flexible and be 
there for the family and I think that’s what helped us grow 
– just the dedication and being there when we’re needed.”

Now five years later, the business has 15 offices that 
refer clients to Rainbow Bridge, and Nix said she expects to 
receive over 2,500 calls this year. Nix credits her wealth of 
experience from 25 years in the funeral business alongside 
her unwavering compassion as the cornerstone for Rain-
bow Bridge’s success. 

“We are available 24 hours and I always answer the 
phone. I felt like it was very important to structure this 

after the funeral business,” Nix said. “We also make house 
calls. With at-home euthanization becoming more popu-
lar, we get a lot of that as well so we do come to the home 
whenever we’re requested. Anything we can do to make it 
easier on the family.”

Rainbow Bridge of Georgia offers services to customers 
from Lincolnton to Rabun County. Cremation is done one 
pet at a time and keepsakes are included in the overall 

price to help honor pets. 
Pricing is based on the 
weight of the pet up to 250 
pounds. 

“I treat them just like I 
would want my own pet 
treated. Before the crema-
tion takes place, we make 
a clay pawprint for them 
and…put their name on the 
back and we try to return a 
lock of fur if we can…and of 
course an urn is included in 
the cost,” Nix said. “If you 
wanted to order a particular 
urn that’s absolutely fine, 
but what you’re paying for, 
we wanted to make sure was 
quality. I think the pawprint 
is very important because 
that’s the last thing they 
touch and to me that really 
means something – it’s just 
like a fingerprint, they’re all 
different and unique. I’m 

running a business that I care 
deeply about. At the end of 
the day I still have to survive, 
but you can make it affordable 
so people who want to use the 
service can.” 

Nix said her favorite part about what she does is build-
ing strong relationships with customers that she helped 
through the process. 

“Meeting the people and hearing the stories of how they 
found the pet and how the pet came into their life – to me 
that’s the best part – when they’re sharing and opening 
up and I do think it helps heal, just talking about it,” Nix 
said. “Sometimes when the death first happens they can’t 
talk about it, but by the time we’re doing the return, they’ll 
tell me their stories and I love that part. One time I sat at a 
lady’s house for four hours. She didn’t have children, she 
had the sweetest little chihuahua that had finally passed 
and that was her child. We watched home movies, we 
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Rainbow Bridge of  Georgia

Nora Nix, owner of Rainbow Bridge of Geor-
gia, said her favorite part of her job is building 
strong relationships with customers she’s helped 
through the tough time of losing a pet. 
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looked at picture albums, and when she was ready she let 
me have her and that’s OK. As long as it takes and we’re 
friends now. She’ll call me up, we’ll have lunch – it’s a good 
thing – that’s why we’re here, to help people.”

Nix said through those relationships, she finds a pur-
pose to continue to do what she does. Being someone 
that people can count on in a time of need or grief is what 

motivates her to continue giving to others.
“It means everything,” Nix said. “When you have that 

drive to be in the service industry, to serve people, you’re 
not satisfied with anything else. So you want to be that 
person that they call when they need you, just so you can 
help them through it. It’s something that your soul needs. 
That’s why I’m here.”

www.oconeestatebank.com
www.bluecielofarms.com
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AND SO MUCH MORE!

ELBERT COUNTY

HEALTH DEPARTMENT

618 Jones Street    706.283.3775

Women’s Health      Birth Control + Condoms      WIC      

Adult + Child Immunizations      Testing + Treatment for STIs, HIV & TB    

Environmental Health Inspections
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www.northeasthealthdistrict.org


 

Main Stays 2023 | 27

7
6
7
0
3
6

Are you ready Are you ready 
to connect?to connect?

We think you deserve better Internet We think you deserve better Internet 
with a new Fiber-to-the-Home network. with a new Fiber-to-the-Home network. 

Ultra high-speed Internet may be available to your home. Ultra high-speed Internet may be available to your home. 
We’ve expanded in Elbert County.We’ve expanded in Elbert County.

Check your address today!

connect.elberton.netconnect.elberton.net

High Speed Internet | Digital Phone | High Defi nition TV

706-213-3278

www.connect.elberton.net
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HOPKINS

STORE

CountryCountry
A car pulls up in front of Hopkins Country Store 

at 3224 Anderson Highway and owner Sanford 
Hatcher begins walking towards the small country 
store’s cash register. 

“Sam coming in here, he works in logging,” 
Hatcher comments with a smile. “He’s going to get 
two Diet Cokes and a couple packs of crackers.” 

As the customer walks to the drink cooler at the 
back of the store, Hatcher strikes up a conversa-
tion as though he’s talking to an old friend. When 
the customer returns, he places two Diet Cokes 
and a pack of crackers on the counter. 

“You know,” Hatcher smiles and says about the 
familiar relationships he’s built with his customers. 
“I love the people.” 

After a little over a year and a half of owning 
Hopkins Country Store, the Gainesville native has 
gotten to know his customers in order to help bet-
ter serve them. 

Hatcher worked in the film industry from 1996 
to 2022 in catering and food services, using his 
services on sets like “Stranger Things” and “Black 
Panther.” 

A lover of food, Hatcher began cooking when 
he was 17 and decided to pursue a career in the 
industry after receiving advice from his father. 

“My dad gave me probably one of the best bits 
of wisdom he’s ever said to me. He said ‘Figure out 
what you really like to do and figure out how to 

By Rose Scoggins 



 

30 | Main Stays 2023 

Hopkins Country Store

make money doing it.’ I love to cook and had an op-
portunity to go to culinary school. I had a chef I was 
working with and he said ‘Look, you can apprentice 
and make money or you can go to school and spend 
money, but we’re going to teach you the same thing.’”

Hatcher decided to stick with the chef and learned 
his way, working under chefs all over the world. He 
also spent time working for chefs in Louisiana who 
taught him the flavors of cajun cooking.  

Before purchasing Hopkins, Hatcher previously 
owned his own catering company in New Orleans and 
owned a craft service company for around 15 years. 

Throughout his time traveling and cooking around 
the world, Hatcher never forgot about the Elbert 
County community where his family had owned prop-
erty for over 30 years on Gin Branch Road. When he 
made the decision to purchase the store that’s been 
around since 1985, Hatcher said it was like “coming 
home.” 

“This is the longest I think I’ve ever been somewhere 
in my life. I’ve been all over the world and I always 
wanted to come back here,” Hatcher said. “I’m here 
for a reason. I wasn’t going to buy the place. I’d made 
the decision not to buy it. I couldn’t sleep and I was 
up drinking coffee and I saw my son, and God was like 
‘Yeah. Let’s do this.’ God’s like ‘Let’s do this.’ I started 

the negotiations.”
While the former owners offered some food items 

such as barbecue and hot dogs, the store’s menu has 
vastly expanded since Hatcher took over. 

Breakfast is available every morning through break-
fast sandwiches, burritos and bagels. The store does 
not sell biscuits as Hatcher said he wanted to provide a 
more unique variety of options for customers. 

Fresh grilled chicken, hamburgers, hot dogs with 
chili and smoked sausages can also be found at the 
store every day along with loaded homemade barbe-
cue sandwiches and sauces. 

“I had a lady tell me ‘There’s too much meat on that 
sandwich,’” Hatcher said. “I said ‘How can there be too 
much meat on a sandwich?’ She says ‘You just make 
them so big.’ I’m a big guy, I like to eat. We serve a 
substantial BBQ sandwich for sure. We don’t make as 
much money, but for me it’s about that experience of 
opening up a sandwich and saying ‘Yeah.’” 

Lunch specials are offered on Wednesdays and 
include a meat and two sides. Specials have included 
items like barbecue chicken with sautéed squash and 
a cucumber/tomato salad or macaroni salad, grilled 
chicken over rice with squash and green beans, baked 
spaghetti and meatballs with salad and garlic bread, 
cajun red beans and rice and jambalaya. 

Hopkins Country Store is a main stay in the Rock Branch com-
munity as a one-stop shop, offering gas, diesel, basic fishing 
supplies, live bait and snacks along with owner Sanford Hatch-
er’s smoked barbecue, ribs, daily breakfast, Wednesday lunch 
specials and more. 
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SPORTING CLAYS
Shoot over quarriesShoot over quarries

Five Stand � Trap � SkeetFive Stand � Trap � Skeet

1239 Ruckersville Road, Elberton, GA 30635

On Saturdays, Hopkins offers Hatcher’s special 
barbecue ribs and sides of baked beans and “big cut” 
coleslaw with an apple cider vinaigrette base. The ribs 
are rubbed with Hatcher’s special dry rub and smoked 
slow for 12 hours. 

“We take them off, wrap them up and finish them. 
They just fall apart,” Hatcher said of the ribs that sell 
out every Saturday. “Smoking meats is a joy. It’s low 
and slow and getting that perfect smoke on something 
is great.” 

Hatcher said he goes through around 24 racks of 
ribs each Saturday and encourages anyone who wants 
them to call ahead to order as they sell out quickly to 
customers who come all the way to Hopkins from as 
far east as Anderson and Greenwood, South Carolina 
and west as Bowman and Royston.  

“Food is a joy for me,” Hatcher said. “I love to cook 
and see people enjoy food. That’s what brought [me] 
here and a need, a need for something out here. 
There’s nothing out here. We try to keep our prices 
more than fair. I’m not trying to get rich, I just want to 
be here. I just want to live and have a good life for me 
and my son.”

Along with the providing a location for the commu-
nity to purchase home cooking, Hopkins Country Store 
is a one-stop shop that offers gas, diesel, basic fishing 

www.elbertcogunclub.com
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Accounting
Tax ❖ Auditing
Estate Planning 

Management Advisory 
Services

Specializing in 
Family Asset 

Preservation Services

Jason Smith, CPA, PFS
Larry E. Smith, CPA

SMITH  BUSINESS CONSULTANTS, LLC
Certifi ed Public Accountants & Business Advisors

12 Chestnut St., Elberton     706-283-2413          www.sbccpa.net

Hopkins Country Store

supplies, live baits, drinks and snacks. 
The store is open from 5:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday 

through Saturday, allowing customers the chance to 
come in most any time of day. 

“It’s a meeting place, it’s a landmark. We use this 
place as a landmark coming from Elberton, coming 
from Anderson, coming from Hartwell, because they 
all intersect right here,” Hatcher said. “At 4:30 a.m. I’m 
here making breakfast. Sometimes you’ll have people 
who are just getting off work and they’ll come in and 
get breakfast on the way home and you get to see a 
smile.” 

As Hopkins is one of the only stores in the Rock 
Branch area of Elbert County, Hatcher said he enjoys 
being able to provide a service that people don’t have 
to travel all the way to town for. 

“I hear it every day, especially on Saturdays. People 
coming in every Saturday for ribs and sides are like 
‘We just live up the road.’ Especially the aging group 
that comes in – they come in and sit and drink a cup 
of coffee and talk about farms,” Hatcher said. “We try 
to keep our grass cut, we try to keep a clean parking 
lot and make it inviting. We put little funny sayings on 

our signs. Again, we want people to feel welcomed and 
feel the warmth that is in here. We’re supported by our 
locals. People come here just for that reason – they 
want us here, want us to stay here.”

While he hopes customers enjoy the food he finds 
joy in preparing each and every day, Hatcher also 
hopes to be an example of faith and hope to each and 
every person who walks through the door of Hopkins. 

“This is a faith-based community. Faith is a big thing 
that we’re starting to lose in this country. If we can 
show a life to somebody who maybe doesn’t have that 
faith – if we can be an example of kindness,” Hatcher 
said. “Our whole motto is ‘Hopkins Country Store – 
Little Store, Big Heart,’ and that’s what we want to be. 
We can see it in people. If we can touch the lives of 
people here like they’re touching our lives, then it’s a 
success. God brought me here. There’s a reason I’m 
here. I might not know that reason every day that I’m 
here, but God shows me why I’m here. It’s that little 
glimmer of hope on a daily basis. You always get that 
little bit. You look around the world and hope is not a 
thing a lot of people have. Can we give hope? Can we 
be hope? I think we can.” 

www.sbccpa.net
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1174 Calhoun Falls Hwy. • 706-408-0615

24 HOUR FULL SERVICE FITNESS CENTER
Personal Training • Group Fitness Classes 

Large Selection of Free Weights, Cardio and Circuit Equipment                                                                    

Call us today for your free personal training session.

7
6
8
0
9
3

Proudly serving Elbert County since 2012

Elbert County’s Elbert County’s 
Favorite Fitness Favorite Fitness 

LocationLocation
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BOBBY BROWN PARKBOBBY BROWN PARK

2509 Bobby Brown State Park Road2509 Bobby Brown State Park Road

706-283-5500 • www.bobbybrownpark.com706-283-5500 • www.bobbybrownpark.com

58 reservable campsites 

5 air-conditioned yurts 

Pioneer camping

Disc Golf • 3-D Archery

Boating & Fishing
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Your Fav� ite Place to CampYour Fav� ite Place to Camp

2023 Event Schedule
Labor Day Weekend   Sept. 1-4

Halloween Weekend   Oct. 27-29

Petersburg Rendezvous  Nov. 10-12

Thanksgiving Potluck Meal  Nov. 25

Watch our Facebook page and 
website for additional activities 

throughout the year!

Show your support by becoming a 

Friend of Bobby Brown Park. 

See our website for details.

www.bobbybrownpark.com
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ELBERTON 

SPORT & 

PawnPawn
Scenes depicting hunting, fishing, camping and 

aspects of the great outdoors greet drivers on Elbert 
Street from the side of Elberton Sport & Pawn. The 
brightly colored mural beckons outdoorsmen into the 
store that offers firearms, outdoor equipment and a 
variety of items from the pawn side of the business. 

Owner Ty Sigman said the newly-painted mural, 
along with the clean interior of the store, are part of 
intentional efforts 20-years in the making. 

Elberton Sport & Pawn’s roots are traced back to 
when his father, Tim Sigman,  decided to buy a pawn 
shop around 1996 or 1997 that was located across 
the street from The Medical Center of Elberton. The 
elder Sigman changed the name to Elberton Sport & 
Pawn and the business was born. 

Tim was later diagnosed with Lou Gherig’s disease, 
and Ty took the business over around 2002. 

After almost 20 years of operating in the shop on 
College Avenue, Sigman bought his current building 
on Elbert Street six years ago and moved into the 
heart of town. The new store, at 11,000 square feet, 
is over five times the size of the store the business 
started in. 

“We had to do a lot of work to the building. All the 
rollup doors, the windows, the alarm system – the 
biggest expense was a new roof,” Sigman said. “When 
I bought this building six years ago, I had tarps and 
buckets with runners to try and catch all the water be-
fore it got downstairs. I feel like it’s been six years of 

By Mark Wells
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Elberton Sport & Pawn

spending money on this building, but we’re getting there.” 
While Sigman has been building and expanding his 

business, he’s made an intentional effort to keep the store 
and the items within the store in top shape. 

“I want it to look nice. When my dad bought the busi-
ness it was a hole in the wall pawn shop. There wasn’t 
$10,000 worth of inventory sitting on the shelves and I 
considered the inventory to be junk,” Sigman said. “My 
dad would take in just about anything just to try to make a 
loan and I’m not like that. If I don’t feel like it’s something 
that I can resell, I won’t loan any money on it.”

From lawn care tools to antique radios, Sigman stays 
busy, making a pawn, or loan, every day the doors are 
open. 

“A pawn is a loan,” Sigman said. “A lot of people don’t 
know that. They think a pawn is just selling something, but 
when you pawn something that means you want to come 
back and get it. It’s the most basic form of a loan. Let’s say 
you bring a rifle in and you borrow $100 on it and you’ve 
got 30 days to come back and get it and you pay back 
$125. It’s pretty high interest, but most of the people can’t 
just go to the bank and get a loan, plus the banks don’t 
want to fool with a $200 loan.” 

Because of the general unfamiliarity with pawn, Sigman 
said he spends time educating his customers on why he 
is unable to loan them as much money as they would like 
him to on certain items. 

“Typically if I’m going to loan ‘X’ number of dollars and 
you’ve got ‘X’ interest that you’ve got to pay on that, I can’t 
have it too close to what it would cost to buy a new one,” 
Sigman said. “It depends on the item and it depends on 
how fast I think I can sell it.”

Sigman said a pawn in his store is for 30 days with a 
10-day grace period, meaning he won’t take the item a 
customer has pawned until 40 days after the pawn. After 
that 40 days, the item is placed on the shelf for sale. 

If customers are unable to pick up the item within the 
30-day window, Sigman said they can pay a finance charge 
to repawn the item and restart the 30-day clock. 

“I ask people ‘Do you want to get this back or are you 
just selling it?’ That’s probably my most popular question 
and some people think ‘Hey, if I tell him I’m going to come 
back and get it, I can get more money out of it’ and that’s 
not the case,” Sigman said. “If it’s something that I think I 
can sell faster, that’s what I’ll pay more money [for].”

Even if a customer elects to forgo the pawn process and 
just sell the item, Sigman said there is still a waiting period 
before the item goes out into his store. The Elberton Po-
lice Department requires Sigman to hold the item for 30 
days so that they can verify that the item was not stolen. 

Sigman said pawning also has a relatively high risk 
compared to other retail stores because of the nature of 
the pawn, meaning he is constantly watching the mar-
ket for different items to ensure he offers the best price 

Elberton Sport & Pawn, owned and operated by Ty 
Sigman, offers a variety of items including guns and 
accessories, electronics, outdoor equipment and 
more. Sigman also makes pawns for goods. 
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possible.
“It’s all kind of the same patterns over the years,” Sig-

man said. “New stuff comes out and it’s hot and it starts 
decreasing in value. I use game systems as an example. 
I’ve seen what they do when they release three months 
before Christmas time – you just watch it. You’ve got to 
know and you’ve got to have guts. There’s a lot of ways to 
make money with this stuff, but you’ve got to be willing 
to roll the dice and risk it and take the chances to do it. 
You’ve got to be careful. Don’t bite off more than you can 
chew. I try not to get too crazy with stuff.”

While pawning items is the foundation of Sigman’s 
business, he said a shift to focusing on firearms could be 
in the store’s future. As a lover of firearms, Sigman be-
came a certified National Rifle Association pistol instruc-
tor a few years ago after he had the idea to offer pistol 
classes to the community. 

“I’ve grown up around guns and all of that. Always en-
joyed shooting as a kid – shot on the 4-H shotgun team,” 
Sigman said. “I never did come back and set up my classes 
but it’s still an option. I’ve been doing the pawn shop thing 
for about 20 years, but I always wanted to do a gun store 
or sporting goods store so that’s the direction I’m trying 
to head. I’m not going to get away from pawn. I’m going to 
keep doing loans and used stuff, but I want to start a lot 
more new stuff.”

However, Sigman said starting to offer more firearm-re-

www.elbertins.com
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Slabs, Pavers, Mulch, Soil, Sod, Decorative Gravel, Pine Straw, Fieldstone, Flagstone, Railroad Ties & More

           706-283-61621445 Bowman Hwy., Elberton                  sgibson@snsl.us

Elberton Sport & Pawn

lated items has been a process because of the high cost of 
the firearm business. 

“It’s a lot of money,” Sigman said. “All of this stuff that I 
want to stock is expensive. Holsters, magazines, cleaning 
kits, you’ve got Rem-oil wipes, safes, rings, bases, thou-
sands of lights and accessories. There’s a lot of options 
out there so we want to get a good variety of those op-
tions in here. I want people to be able to protect them-
selves. For new gun shooters, I try to educate them a little 
bit about gun safety and the mechanical side of firearms 
and how to handle them. More defensive and hunting and 
then just fun shooting.” 

Sigman said he wants to also incorporate maintenance 
into his offerings and makes sure to pay attention to the 
safety aspect of firearms as well. 

As he transitions into the future, Sigman said he wants 
to continue to build on the availability of his inventory as 
well as support the local community that means so much 
to him. 

“It makes me very proud,” Sigman said of being a main 
stay in the community. “I feel like I’ve been working very 
hard for a lot of years to get to where I’m at. It’s hum-
bling.” 
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Conveniently located next to 
The Medical Center of Elberton
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MADDEN’S 
PHARMACY

Don Piela

Owner/Pharmacist

Heather Nestor

Staff Pharmacist

Ross Anderson and Richard Stephens, Owners
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Plumbing & Electrical Supplies | Painting Supplies | Lawn & Garden

Hardware & Tools | Home Repair & Improvement

Animal Healthcare | Livestock Feed | Seed & Plants in Season

www.maddenspharmacy.com
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ELBERT

CENTER

SeniorSenior

“I-26, I-26. 
G-49, G-49. 
G-58, G-58. 
I-20, I-20. 
O-69, O-69.” 
Marie Glenn calls out the numbers listed on balls 

that pop to the top of the Elbert Senior Center’s bingo 
machine. On a Friday morning just before lunch, the 
center’s dining room is nearly packed with a crowd 
with green bingo cards in front of them, eagerly await-
ing to get the right combination of numbers. 

It takes only a few minutes before someone yells 
out “Bingo!” and retrieves the first prize of the day. 

The Elbert Senior Center, located at McWilliams 
Park at 1045 Mobley Hill Road, hosts bingo games 
twice a week that are the highlight for the center’s 
members, director Lisa Dixon said. 

“It’s nothing for me to walk through there and it be 
quiet and everybody is concentrating on bingo and 
just yell ‘Bingo’ and everybody looks,” Dixon laughs. 
“Just to mess with them.” 

Dixon has been the center director since August 
2022 and has been with the center since January 
2021. She took over the position after longtime direc-
tor Rebecca Stephens retired. 

Throughout the bingo game, Glenn pauses from 
reading the numbers and shares a message from the 
center’s “Grateful Box,” where members can share 
something they’re grateful or thankful for. 

By Rose Scoggins 
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Elbert Senior Center

“I think it’s just something that gives them something 
extra to make them feel good,” Dixon said. 

Martha Lee, a longtime senior center member who sits 
in the same chair in the dining room every day, said the 
bingo games are one of her favorite activities. 

“I love this place,” Lee said. “I have enjoyed it, especially 
after my husband died. At our age, we get lonely and this is 
good to help you out.”  

Along with bingo, members are able to participate in  
a wide variety of programs and opportunities including 
exercise classes, monthly trips, educational programs, 
holiday celebrations, games, crafts and outdoor activities. 

The center recently started a new program called “Arm-
chair Travel” where members are given the opportunity to 
“travel” to different places from the comfort of their own 
chairs. Recent trips have included places like Hershey, 
Pennsylvania, Hawaii and Washington, D.C. 

To make the trips even more special, Dixon said she 
and Glenn, who is the center’s activity director, try to come 
up with things to give them that relate to each place like 
a Hershey bar for the Pennsylvania trip and a Hawaiian 
snack for Hawaii. 

A partnership with Elbert County Emergency Ser-
vices allows members to receive blood pressure checks 
along with other health programs provided by the center, 
through Northeast Georgia Healthcare Matters and Family 
and Consumer Sciences County Extension Agent Christa 
Campbell. 

Dixon said she and her staff also try to incorporate 
educational programs and “any kind of program that will 
better” members including programs on how to realize a 
scam and programs that allow for increased socialization 
and cognitive health. 

In addition to the communal dining room, the center 
currently has a library and a small gym that members 
utilize during the center’s open hours, Monday through 
Friday from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

A walking club meets every day from 12:30 p.m. to 1 
p.m. to take walks in the gym, around the track or back and 
forth to the tennis courts on days with nice weather. 

Following three regular rounds of bingo and a “Come on 
Down” round where everyone receives a prize, members 
are treated to a lunch prepared by head cook Carol Ann 
Brown. 

On the first Friday of the month, those with birthdays 
are noted by a birthday chair covering, a rendition of 
“Happy Birthday” from fellow members and a cupcake 
with their meal.  

Along with the average 25 to 30 members who eat 
meals in the center’s dining room, the center also serves 
around 70 clients in its Meals on Wheels program. 

Meals are cooked at the center Monday through Friday 
and then delivered by a team of three part-time drivers to 
residents all throughout the county. 

“We are from the tip top of Bowman all the way down to 
the bottom part of [Elbert County],” Dixon said. “We range 
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from the whole county and everywhere in between.”
In order to receive meals through the program, Dix-

on said those interested must go through the Northeast 
Georgia Area Agency on Aging’s aging and disability pro-
gram as the program has screening requirements. 

Those able to enjoy the meals and fellowship in person 
must be members of the center. Center members must be 
60 or older. Memberships include a yearly membership fee 
and other fees can be associated with activities. A weekly 
meal donation is also held in order to help cover costs of 
the meals, along with the center’s grant from the North-
east Georgia Regional Commission. 

“I am hoping to grow both client bases, especially the 
home delivery,” Dixon said. “I did not realize, until here 
recently, how many people in this community could benefit 
from Meals on Wheels.” 

Along with increasing their weekly meal participants, 
Dixon said she has goals to establish a computer and tech-
nology lab, start a dance class, reestablish overnight trips 
and expand the center’s garden. 

The center’s garden, grown by the hard work of the 
members in raised beds, includes a harvest of squash, 
tomatoes, okra and peas that are often used in the weekly 
meals. In addition to growing their own vegetables, the 
Northeast Georgia Regional Commission provides a pro-
gram that allows members to receive  fruits and vegeta-
bles through a “Farmer’s Market.” 

Dixon said her favorite activity, and one of the mem-

Elbert Senior Center Director Lisa Dixon and the cen-
ter’s staff work each day to provide a place for those 
who are 60 and older in the Elbert County communi-
ty to have a good meal, fellowship and participate in a 
host of activities with other members.  

www.gfbinsurance.com
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(706) 245-6111
Mention Code: 2223

Suburban Propane proudly serves families and 

businesses with local teams you know and trust. 

We’re your friends and neighbors who live in

this community and go above and beyond 

to provide you with personalized service.

Give us a call – we’re around 24/7/365.

Local Service You 
Can Count On

Suburban Propane proudly serves families and Suburban Propane proudly serves families and 

businesses with local teams you know and trust. 

Local Service You 

ROYSTON
66 Brogdon Circle

ELBERTON
1126 Old Middleton Rd.

HARTWELL
83 Industrial Park Rd.

LEXINGTON
756 Athens Highway

Elbert Senior Center

ber’s favorites, is the monthly outings to places like 
Anderson, Athens and Commerce. One of the most recent 
outings was to a dinner at The Quarry Plates and Pours 
and a performance of “Murder on the Orient Express” 
at The Elbert Theatre. A future trip on the schedule is to 
Royston and the Ty Cobb Museum. 

“We try to think of things that are in our community that 
aren’t that far,” Dixon said. “Travel is one of the biggest 
things that I’ve heard that they want to do.”

In addition to employing Dixon as the director, Glenn 
as the activities director and Brown as the head cook, the 
center has three employees that work through a Senior 
Community Service Employment Program that allows old-
er Americans to reenter the workforce. The program has 
several “host” sites, with the Elbert Senior Center being 
one of them. Those employed through the program help 
out wherever needed at the center and can most often be 
seen as the smiling face behind the front counter.

Dixon said she’s thankful for the community’s support 
behind the senior center, whether it be through meal 
vouchers provided by the Elberton Elks Lodge for mem-
bers or donations from local churches and other organiza-
tions. 

“The community is really behind us in helping us do the 
things we do here,” Dixon said.   

While she enjoys the many activities at the center, and 
all of the games of bingo, Dixon said her favorite part of 
being the center’s director is the relationships she’s able to 
establish with the members. 

“I feel like I’m doing something down here. I feel like 
I’ve connected with the community and it’s something I 
enjoy doing. It’s something I love. I love being able to go 
out there and make them smile and make sure they have 
a good meal, make sure they have a good place to come 
where they feel safe and loved and welcomed,” Dixon said. 
“We have some great clients. I have fallen in love with 
them. I tell them – I gained a bunch of mamas and daddies 
when I came down here.”

Dixon encourages those interested in joining the center 
to contact their office at 706-283-2033 and said the Elbert 
Senior Center is excited to continue to be a main stay in 
the community. 

“We’re here. A lot of people don’t know that we’re here,” 
Dixon said. “We’ve been here for a while and we’re not 
going anywhere. We’ll provide services until we just cannot 
provide services anymore.”
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All-Inclusive Pricing 24/7 Caregivers
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  Ward’s 
PHARMACY

On the Square in Elberton  � 706-283-1412

Your Family-Friendly Pharmacy

  Ward’s   Ward’s 

SHIP your
packages

HERE!
We’re your hometown We’re your hometown 

shipping headquartersshipping headquarters

At Ward’s Pharmacy, we have always made an eff ort to
keep prices low and we will continue to do so. 

Come see us for all your healthcare needs!Come see us for all your healthcare needs!

Durable Medical EquipmentDurable Medical Equipment

& Diabetic Supplies& Diabetic Supplies
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SENIOR CENTER 
& TRANSIT

Transit Hours: M-F 7:15 a.m.-3:15 p.m.

706-283-2034    ecsc-transit@outlook.com 

Senior Center Hours: M-F 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

706-283-2033

1041 Mobley Hill Road, Elberton, GA 30635 • www.elbertseniorcenter.com
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County
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P&J SMALL ENGINES
1069 Hartwell Hwy., Elberton

706-283-4733

Lawn & Garden

HEADQUARTERS

706-213-8506 | www.pjtherapy.com
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Post-Op Rehab

Tendoniti s
Back/Neck Pain

Arthriti s
Balance Dysfuncti on
Strains/Sprains

Hand Injuries

Sports Injuries

Personal physical 

therapy with excepti onal 
outcomes since 1990

Brad Lavender

Physical Therapist-Athletic Trainer

www.pjtherapy.com
www.elbertseniorcenter.com
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MIKE CARROLL’S 

Heating Heating 
 Air Air

In the summer months, as the temperature climbs 
closer to triple digits, or in the winter months when 
the temperature plummets below freezing and a layer 
of frost coats the grass, many of Elbert County’s 
residents know one name to call to make sure the 
temperature inside their home remains consistent: 
Mike Carroll of Mike Carroll’s Heating & Air. 

Carroll, an Elbert County native who graduated 
from Elbert County Compehrensive High School 
in 1993, has been working ever since he was old 
enough to push a wheelbarrow. 

“My daddy was a contractor so he built houses and 
roofing and I was on the job at five, pushing wheel-
barrows. That’s all I knew,” Carroll said. “When he 
built a house, he did everything from the plumbing to 
electrical to the sheetrock to the roofing – everything 
except heating and air. That’s the only thing I didn’t 
know how to do when I graduated high school.”

At the age of 12, Carroll entered the workforce 
as he began working at Trinity Granite making $2 
an hour. After graduating high school, he attended 
Georgia College in Milledgeville and became involved 
in the heating and air business. 

After a year in Milledgeville, Carroll moved back 
home to Elberton and continued working for a com-
pany based out of Athens, perfecting his craft and 
building contacts that, unbeknownst to him, would 
later be crucial in establishing a foothold with his 
own business. 

By Mark Wells

&
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Mike Carroll’s Heating & Air

“The commercial company that I was working for – I 
opened up a residential end so I built up a lot of com-
munications with a lot of contractors in the Athens, 
Oglethorpe, Hart County and Elbert County area at that 
point,” Carroll said. 

Carroll left the company due to the commute and 
began working for a granite countertop company, but the 
heating and air business followed him home. 

“I had so many calls coming in for the air conditioning, 
I just said ‘Well, we’ll just open up a business and keep 
going,’” Carroll said. “I had hired my own crews to help 
me on the residential end so I had guys right off the bat 
that I could call easily.” 

With the help and inspiration from another local 
heating and air business owner, Paul King, in 1999 Mike 
Carroll’s Heating & Air was born. 

Carroll offers installation of Carrier and Goodman air 
conditioners and heaters and provides service and stock 
parts for all manufacturers. They also do air duct instal-
lation.

“We repair, replace, upgrade – we do it all,” Carroll 
said. “We do not do duct cleaning – we can replace the 

Mike Carroll’s Heating & Air has been a main stay in 
the Elbert County community for nearly 25 years as 
owner Mike Carroll started the business in 1999. Car-
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WORSHIP

WITH USduct work cheaper than you can get your duct work 
cleaned.”

After starting his own business, Carroll said that he 
later went to Athens Technical College to gain more 
knowledge in his field and graduated in 2002. As the 
business continued to grow, Carroll said he’s strived to 
provide superior customer service over the competition. 

“When they call here, they get me. When somebody 
calls and they want an estimate or there’s something on 
their house they need looked at, they get me. I’ve got 
guys that help me, but when they call, they get me. They 
get somebody with 40 years of service that’s been doing 
it forever,” Carroll said. “They get somebody that’s got 
the technical knowledge, somebody that’s got the license 
and the insurance. That’s the biggest thing that sets me 
apart from the competition. I’m personal to the people 
here. I grew up here, everybody knows me here, my 
mama and daddy are still here, my grandparents [lived] 
here, everybody knows me here.” 

Carroll’s employees have also been with the business 
for an extended period of time, meaning they also have a 
wealth of experience.

roll prides himself on providing superior customer 
service and enjoys being able to provide a needed 
service to his hometown and “family.”

www.elbertonfumc.com


 

54 | Main Stays 2023 

H E A D Q U A R T E R SH E A D Q U A R T E R SH E A D Q U A R T E R SH E A D Q U A R T E R S

Let Tena’s be your

6 South Oliver Street

706-283-9381  

www.tenas.com
Hours: Tues-Fri, 10-5:30; Sat, 10-2

7
6
5
7
6
0

Mike Carroll’s Heating & Air

“Right now we’ve got four guys that have been with me 
forever. I just had one retire – he had been with me 15 
years. One has been with me for 12 years. My nephew, 
[Hunter Chapman], is kind of taking over everything and 
he’s been with me five or six years and I’ve got a cou-
ple of laborer guys that have been with me a couple of 
years.” 

In addition to the experience, Carroll prioritizes build-
ing relationships with customers. 

“That’s one of the things that I ingrained into my 
head guys and my nephew as well. These are the peo-
ple you’re going to see every day. These are the people 
you’re going to see at the grocery store. They’re going 
to be at La Fogata eating and you’re going to see five or 
six people that you just fixed their air conditioning last 
week,” Carroll said. “You have to be personal in order 
to maintain the future of the business. We go to recre-
ation ball games and we see customers. It only takes one 
disgruntled customer to affect 100 future customers. We 
pride ourselves [that] hopefully nobody has a complaint 
about Mike Carroll’s Heating In Air. If something doesn’t 
go right then we did everything that we could possibly do 
to make it right.”

Carroll said he’s witnessed the effects of his person-
alized customer service and commitment through seeing 
returning customers. 

“They’re all repeat business. I don’t know that I’ve had 
very many customers at all that use me and then go to 
somebody else. They always come back,” Carroll said. 
“We go over the top. We’re here to make money, but it’s 
not about money. We have to satisfy in order to make 
money in the future.” 

Carroll, who said he has an innate desire to help when 
needed, has made it a commitment to serve his home-
town and the people he considers his family. 

“It’s the people that I know and the people I was born 
and raised around. It’s family here,” Carroll said. “I like 
the slower pace. Here I can spend time with my custom-
ers. I like for everybody in Elbert County to know that 
they can call me. We go to the grocery store and I’ll have 
15 people come up and talk to me about something with 
their house. I go to the Blue Devil game and I don’t see 
the game. I’m literally talking to people the whole time. 
But it gives you the satisfaction of being needed and 
filling the need of not just one or two – but the whole 
community. There’s a satisfaction in that.” 

www.tenas.com
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A unit of the Technical College System of Georgia
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Your Hunting & Your Hunting & 

Fishing Fishing HeadquartersHeadquarters

1127 Calhoun Falls Hwy., Elberton

706-283-7830

SPORTSMAN 
SUPPLY SUPPLY 

and and 
MarineMarine

GUNS  GUNS  

AMMOAMMO

ATV REPAIR ATV REPAIR 

BOATSBOATS

TOHATSU TOHATSU 

MOTORSMOTORS

Rainbow Bridge 
of Georgia 

Pet Cremations

706-340-6122

www.rainbowbridgeofga.com
rainbowbridgeofga@gmail.com

We customize 
our products and 
services to refl ect 

the uniqueness 
of your pet

Available 24 
hours a day, 7 
days a week
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DR. STUART 

GENERAL DENTISTRY

ErwinErwin

For the past 45 years, Dr. Stuart Erwin has been 
serving the Elbert County community through general 
dentistry. Erwin opened his practice, which has been a 
fixture on Laurel Drive, in July 1978.  

Becoming a dentist was always the goal for Erwin, 
who said he realized the dream as a boy growing up 
in Elbert County. After graduating from Elbert County 
High School in 1970, Erwin attended the University of 
Georgia for two years before being accepted to the for-
mer The Medical College of Georgia in Augusta to fulfill 
his childhood dream of becoming a dentist. 

In November 1975, Erwin graduated and spent the 
next two and a half years serving in the United States 
Army to fulfill a scholarship requirement he received 
for dental school. 

“When I was in dental school, Vietnam was still 
going on. It wasn’t exactly the easiest thing for them 
to get dentists to sign up to go in the military,” Erwin 
said. “They were offering scholarships and we all knew 
where we were going to go as soon as we got out of 
school.”

As the war ended before Erwin graduated from den-
tal school, he spent his time working at a dental clinic 
at Fort Hood, Texas. His first three to six months were 
spent working in an old World War II barracks while a 
new clinic was built. 

“We had a brand new, state-of-the-art clinic. Every-
thing was the newest stuff,” Erwin said. “I was fortunate 
for that because not everybody had that type of experi-

By Rose Scoggins 
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Dr. Stuart Erwin

Dr. Stuart Erwin has been a fixture in the Elbert Coun-
ty community at 22 Laurel Drive for the last 45 years 
as he offers general dentistry needs. 

ence in the military.” 
Erwin said his military experience was also unique as 

he was attached to the First Calvary division rather than a 
medical unit. 

“It gave me a good opportunity to get comfortable with 
what I’d been taught to do, plus I was surrounded by people 
that had been there for a while, that if you had any issues 
or problems, they could jump right in and help you with it,” 
Erwin said. “Of course after I was there for a while, I was the 
guy helping the new guy.”

After serving his time in the Army, Erwin returned home 
to Elbert County and opened his dental practice in 1978. 
In 2014, his daughter, Amanda Erwin Chandler, joined him 
at the practice. Erwin sees patients two days a week while 
Chandler sees them the other two days a week. The office is 
closed on Fridays. 

When patients walk into or call the office, they’re greet-
ed by receptionist Beth Smith. Trudy Greenway serves in 
the front desk area as well as the bookkeeper and insur-
ance clerk. Patients are then seen by hygienists  Katie and 
Breanne Ferrell along with dental assistants Shari Dye and 
Hannah Graham. 

With the exception of Graham, who has been with the 
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Eagle Granite was founded in 1961 here in Elberton, Ga. 

Starting with one plant and six people, Eagle now operates 

multiple plants and quarries in Elberton and Oglethorpe County. 

We provide over 150 employees with jobs and full benefits. 

We take pride in our employees and our community. Eagle 

offers the highest levels of craftsmanship and manufactures 

everything from small monuments to large private mausoleums. 

We continue to look for innovative ways to improve and grow.

office for the last three months, Erwin said his staff have all 
been a fixture at the office for years. 

“They’re like family. We’ve watched each other’s chil-
dren grow up,” Erwin said. “They help me take care of the 
patients. The staff, they make everything that happens here 
possible.” 

The office offers different aspects of general dentistry 
to patients including routine cleanings, fillings, crowns, 
bridges, implants, extractions and some root canals. Erwin 
said one of his favorite aspects of the job is that “no two 
problems are the same.” 

“The other thing is getting to know the patients and 
keeping up with them,” Erwin said. “You get to know folks 
– you never see them outside the office – but yet they’re 
folks you’ve known for many, many years. We’ve got some 
patients that are grown now that their parents were little 
kids when we started.” 

With 45 years of experience under his belt, Erwin said he 
has seen a lot of changes in general dentistry over the years 
with one of the biggest changes being the technology. 

“The technology – when I started in the industry, we did 
not have any computers at all,” Erwin said. “All of our pa-
perwork as far as the scheduling, the billing, the insurance 

www.eaglegranite.com
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10 W. Church St. • P.O. Box 6339 • Elberton

www.kecb.org

706-567-0481
Litter Hotline: 706-213-3261

processing and all of that was done by hand.”
Other changes have come to the techniques used as 

fillings or crowns that were once done with metals are now 
done with “tooth-colored” and ceramic materials. Along 
with changes in equipment and updated safety and steril-
ization standards, Erwin said there have been also changes 
in the ability to replace teeth using implants that previously 
would’ve required a denture.  

“Very few things are like it was when I was in school,” 
Erwin said. “When I was in school, I had a professor that 
would encourage us to do continuing education. Now, in 
Georgia, we have to do 40 hours every two years of con-
tinuing education.”

Erwin said he has enjoyed his career in general dentistry 
and is thankful to be a main stay in his hometown. 

“You can go to town and you’re not interacting with a 
bunch of strangers because half the people you meet, you 
know who they are and you speak to them and they know 
who you are,” Erwin said. “[You’re] surrounded by friends 
rather than just a stranger on the street.” 

Erwin is married to Karen Seigler Erwin, also an Elbert 
County native. The couple lives in Dewy Rose and has two 
children – Amanda and Adam. 

www.kecb.org
www.tmce.net
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90th Annual90th Annual

Elberton 12-county fair October 19-29, 2023 www.elbertonfair.com
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C� ntyC� nty FAIRFAIRELBERT   NELBERT   NELBERT   N

4-H Activities! Nightly Prize Drawings! Nightly Entertainment! GREAT FAMILY FUN!GREAT FAMILY FUN!

7
6
8
0
9
2

THE VOICE THE VOICE 
of the Elberton of the Elberton 

12-county Fair 12-county Fair CONTESTCONTEST

LOCAL LOCAL 

BANDS!BANDS!

Two performances 

nightly with three on Saturday 

and Sunday!

706-283-8168 • 1050 Petersburg Road, Elberton
Rent based on income. All utilities (gas, electric and water) included in rent.

Petersburg Towers Petersburg Towers ApartmentsApartments
62 Years or Older 

Senior Citizens 
Community 

EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY 7
6
7
3
5
8

Taking 
applications 

for 1 or 2 
bedroom 

apartments 
–Apply at office–

www.elbertonfair.com
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C&M
7 S. McIntosh St. 
(East Public Square)

Elberton, GA 30635

Open Fridays

10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

7
6
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7
1
9

Richards
19 N. McIntosh � 706-283-9060

Wings • Chicken Strips • Chili DogsWings • Chicken Strips • Chili Dogs

Steaks • Seafood • Melton ChipsSteaks • Seafood • Melton Chips

Best Appetizers and Coldest Beer in Town!Best Appetizers and Coldest Beer in Town!
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7
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Esthetics by Esthetics by 

ELISE
706-680-0290

Licensed Esthetician specializing in 
Eyebrows, Skin Care, Waxing & Facials

3 S. McIntosh St. | Elise.Webb01@gmail.com

7
6
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7
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4

706-498-5155

MacKenzie 

White
Owner/Stylist, 

Makeup Artist

n

18 South 

Public Square

Elberton

Walk-Ins 

Welcome

Walk-Ins 

Welcome

7
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John L. Begley, Owner
dominojlb@yahoo.com

begley 
mercantile 

on the square
Anti ques/Collecti bles/Electronics

Furniture/Groceries/Toys

706-224-9548
14 S. Public Sq., Elberton

6 South Oliver Street, Elberton6 South Oliver Street, Elberton

7
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9
0

706-283-4070706-283-4070

   HOURS

Monday 2 p.m.-6 p.m.

Tuesday 2 p.m.-6 p.m.

Wednesday CLOSED

Thursday 8 a.m.-6 p.m.

Friday 8 a.m.-6 p.m.

Saturday 8 a.m.-1 p.m.

Sunday CLOSED



 

Personal Injury • Wrongful Death

Car Accidents

Estate Planning and Probate

Make the right call– 

Dyal Jenkins.

7
6
8
7
7
1

Kristen 
Simpson

Andretta 

Lige

Lori
Seymour

Steve Jenkins
johnsjenkins@bellsouth.net

Cody Whetsel
cody@dyaljenkins.com

Chris Dyal
chris@dyaljenkins.com

Jim Jenkins
jim@dyaljenkins.com

115 Heard St., Elberton 

706-283-8240 
www.dyaljenkins.com
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www.dyaljenkins.com


 

1129 Old Middleton Road

Elberton, GA 30635

www.pilgrimsusa.com

HOMETOWN
S T R O N G

We are dedicated to our team members 
and intensely focused on attracting the best 

talent that’s interested in the opportunity 
to grow and advance.

7
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3
3
7

www.pilgrimsusa.com

