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visit our webpage @ medlinkga.org

2017

Readers’Choice

(L-R ) Ramona Watts, LPN and 

Jennifer Marcellino, MMSc-PA-C.

MedLink Rabun
896 Highway 441South

Clayton, Georgia  30525

706-782-5991

MedLink Georgia, Inc. congratulates 

Jennifer Marcellino, MMSc-PA-C,

for winning BEST DOCTOR/PA and 

Ramona Watts for winning BEST NURSE

in The Clayton Tribune’s 

2017 Readers’ Choice contest.

534 Hwy 441 S - 706-782-1432
and Walmart -1455 Hwy 441 S

Thank you for voting us
Best Sandwich

Each day of the week, you can get a different 6-inch sub 
with NO artifi cial fl avors or colors from artifi cial sources 

for just $3.50. Visit Subway.com for details.

Yourtime-fitness.com

• Membership includes classes

• Classes available without membership

• Ask us about our Tabata classes

OPEN 24/7/365

675 N. MAIN ST. CLAYTON
Ask about our gym specials

706.782.6010

Thank you
for voting us
Best Gym

6 years
in a row!

Thanks, Rabun County,
for voting me

BEST CAR SALESPERSON!

“The next time you’re in the market for a new 
or used vehicle, I’d be honored if you gave me 

the opportunity to earn your business.”

 706-212-2903
Visit me on Facebook
“Nathan Dunham at Duvall Automotive”

Nathan Dunham

Thanks, Rabun County,
for voting me

BEST CAR SALESPERSON!

Tires • Brakes • Oil Changes • A/C • Tune-Ups • Alignment 

All Auto Repairs • Computer Diagnostics 

WILEY TIRE & AUTOMOTIVE LLC 

THANK YOU

FOR VOTING

US BEST

AUTO REPAIR!

7770 U.S. HWY. 441 SOUTH WILEY

706-782-9505 or 706-782-1677

HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY - 8AM TO 5PM

SCOT, LINDA & JORDAN BENFIELD 

Locally owned & Operated

Our readers have 
spoken! In these 
pages you will 
find who you, 

our readers, have selected 
as the Best of Rabun Coun-
ty for 2017.

As is the annual tra-
dition, our offices were 
flooded with ballots as our 
readers used their voices 
to select their favorites in 
categories like Best Fried 
Chicken, Best Doctor, and 
Best Beauty Shop. In all, 83 
companies or individuals 
won awards in 96 catego-
ries.

Eight of the reader’s 
choices won awards in 
multiple categories and 
three took home more 
than two. Among the 
multi-award winners were 
Reeves Hardware, Fortify 
Kitchen & Bar, Wicked Pig, 

Henry’s Restaurant, Uni-
versal Joint, McDonalds, 
Ingles Market, and Clayton 
Paint & Flooring. 

Congratulations to 
Wicked Pig for winning 
the most awards this year 
with four.

This year was a mixture 
of first time winners and 
a few old favorites who are 
winning for the fifth year 
or more in a row. While 
Ryan Honey, of Wicked 
Pig, is a first time winner 

for Best Chef, Lisa Hol-
comb, of Oinkers, won Best 
Server for a sixth consecu-
tive time.

Once again, winners 
came from all corners of 
Rabun County, showing 
that if you have a great 
product, people will go 
wherever you are located 
to purchase your wares. 
From Dillard to Tiger to 
Clayton, Rabun residents 
reward the best with their 
patronage and, as is seen 
in these pages, their votes.

As you flip through these 
pages, notice these awards 
are greatly appreciated 
and cherished as many of 
the businesses took the 
time to publish a thank 
you note to the community.

We have also published 
a few of our favorite pho-
tos from the pages of The 

Clayton Tribune to cele-
brate Rabun County.

With the political divide 
over certain issues in the 
county becoming deeper 
and wider and with the 
national political scene 
resembling an all-out war, 
let’s take a moment to 
recognize and celebrate 
what makes Rabun County 
great — our people, our 
businesses, our way of life. 
From the best doctor to the 

best wings to the best vol-
unteer firefighter, this is 
our chance to celebrate the 
successes that help define 
Rabun County.

Congratulations to our 
winners!

Kevin Shields is the 
publisher of The Clayton 
Tribune. He can be reached 
at 706-782-3312 or emailed 
at kshields@theclaytontri-
bune.com.

2017 Reader’s Choice a chance to celebrate

Kevin
Shields
Publisher

u

u

“

...lets take a moment to recognize 
and celebrate what makes Rabun 
County great...“
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For ti fy - verb [ for-t  -fi ]e

to strengthen oneself with a good meal

We are honored to be 
recognized by the readers of 

The Clayton Tribune 
for choosing us:

Best Fine 
Dining

Best Steaks 
and

Best Dessert

At Fortify, we believe that 
supporting local farms 

and sustainable farming 
practices in the region will 
help ensure a healthy food 

source for the future, and to 
all of them, thank you for 

your support.
At Fortify Kitchen & 

Bar, from the farm to the 
kitchen, expect great food, 

delicious cocktails and 
impeccable service in a 

comfortable environment.

HOURS:
Lunch Wed-Sat 11:30-2:30 • Dinner Tues-Sat 5:00-close

Closed Sun-Mon

69 North Main St., Clayton, GA • 706-782-0050
www.fortifyclayton.com

2017

Readers’Choice

for choosing him 
Readers’ Choice

BEST PASTOR

Thank you!
Teddy King, pastor of 

Persimmon Church of God
would like to say

“Our purpose as a 
church is to Connect 
with God and his 
family, Grow in God’s 
character, Serve God’s 
church and Share 
God’s message.”

Pastor Teddy King

2360 Devils Branch Road
Clayton, Georgia 30525

706-782-3726

persimmoncog.com

Sunday School | 10 a.m.
Morning Worship | 10:45 a.m.

Evening Worship | 6 p.m.
Monday Prayer Service | 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday Service | 7 p.m.

“Thank you to my clients, family and friends for again voting me the 

Readers' Choice Best Attorney.

Thank you to my staff 
Cathy Lovell, Shirley Nichols, Erica Hopper and Robbin McClure!” 

Real Estate
Wills & Estate Planning
Probate
Corporations
Limited Liability Companies

The Clayton TribuneREADERS’CHOICE2012 The Clayton TribuneREADERS’CHOICE2013

706-782-4285 • Toll Free 877-504-8105
17 Chechero Street • Clayton, GA 30525 • jdavidsmith@windstream.net

J. David Smith, LLC
Attorney at Law

READERS’
CHOICE
2014

2017

Readers’Choice

Thank you Rabun County for voting us...

best bakery best coffee

best grocery 
store

best
convenience 

store

We appreciate your business!!

Ingles strives to provide one-stop shopping 
convenience to its valued customers

176 Hwy 441  Clayton, GA 30525
706-782-3365  Ingles-markets.com

Antique Store ...............................................Butlers 
Appetizers .............................................. Wicked Pig 
Appliance Store .......... Deal’s Appliance Services Inc. 
Asian Restaurant ........................ Hana Asian Bistro
Attorney ............................................ J. David Smith 
Auto Body Shop ......................... Matt’s Paint & Body 
Auto Mechanic ........Troy Hopper/Dean’s Automotive 
Auto Parts Store ......................... O’Reilly Auto Parts
Auto Salesperson ...........................Nathan Dunham 
Auto Repair Shop ............Wiley Tire and Automotive 
Bakery ............................................................Ingles 
Bank ..........................................Rabun County Bank 
Bank Teller/Branch .........................Mary Crawford 
Barber Shop .......................................... City Barber 

Readers’ Choice 

2017 Winners

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 ➤➤➤

Tribune File Photo

Catching air
Jonathan Kuhn gets airborne Saturday on his homemade sled at Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School as his 
friends record video. The Auburn resident’s sled was made from an old road sign. (First appeared in the 
Jan. 28, 2016, edition)



Th ank you.

SMITTY’S SPIRITS

681 Hwy. 441 South • Clayton, GA • 706-782-7593

A Large Selection of
Beer • Wine • Liquors

Great selection of gift sets!
Military and case discounts

Remember to drink responsibly.

Voted Best Liquor Store!

2017

Readers’Choice
I want to thank everyone that voted for
Complete Plumbing on this endeavor. 
It is a great honor for myself, my family,
and my employees to be even considered
in this category. 
We strive to do the best job we
can for all of our customers.
Thanks again
David Cross.
Complete Plumbing

• New Construction
• Remodels

• Repairs
• Service Calls

• Sewer

DAVID CROSS • 706.982.5794

Licensed & Insured #MP209753

10% SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT

ALL PLUMBING NEEDS

24 HOUR SERVICE

COMPLETE PLUMBING, LLC

We’re Celebrating and You’re the reason! 
 

Thank you Rabun County for voting  
 
 
 

“Best Fast Food Restaurant” in The Reader’s Choice Award. 

151 Highway 441 North ● Clayton, GA 30525 ● 706-212-0022 
 

©2016 CFA Properties, Inc., All trademarks are the property of their respective owners. Closed on Sundays. 

Voted 2017 Best Insurance Company 
& Best Insurance Agent

Rabun County Farm Bureau

“Thank you Rabun County for 
voting me Best Insurance Agent.”

- Brian Kilby     

1552 Highway 441 North Clayton, GA 30525
Call Us Today! 706-782-4422

Randy Henson Brian Kilby Richard Vaughn

2017

Readers’
Choice

The Golf Course staff at Kingwood Country Club & Resort 
would like to thank the readers of The Clayton Tribune for 
this honor. We greatly appreciate and accept this award and 
look forward to serving you for many more years to come.

Open to the public.  Call for tee times and rates!

706-212-4100 or 866-546-4966
www.kingwoodresort.com

KINGWOOD
Country Club & Resort

706-212-4100 or 866-546-4966
www.kingwoodresort.com

Voted Best Pawn Shop in Rabun County 
6 Years in a Row!

To all of our customers, 
thank you

for voting us #1

Friendly’s Title & Pawn Shop

706-746-5034 • Hwy 441 N, Mountain City, Ga.

2017

Readers’Choice
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Barbecue ..................................Oinkers 
Beauty Shop/Salon ............Holly’s Salon
Beautician ..........................Holly Payne 
Biscuits........................ Tiger Food Mart 
Breakfast ..............................Rusty Bike 
Building Supplies Store .............Reeves   

                                                            Hardware
Cellular Phone Dealer .............. Verizon 
Cheese Shop .............................Fromage 
Chef ....................................Ryan Honey 
Chiropractor ................Dr. Richard Vail 
Church ......Battle Branch Baptist Church 
Church Pastor .....................Teddy King 
                        tied with Madison McCrackin
Convenience Store ...................... I-Mart 
Cup of Coffee .........................Starbucks 
Dentist ...................Dr. Jeremy Holloway 
Deputy ................................. Kyle Shook 
Dessert/Location....................... Fortify 
Doctor/P.A.............. Jennifer Marcellino 

—Winners—

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 ➤➤➤

Tribune File Photo

Easter joy
Rylan Adkins blasts away from the Easter Bunny on Saturday morning after winning a new tricycle during the Rabun County 
Recreation Department’s Easter Egg Hunt. Three lucky winners in diferent age groups each won a bicycle for fnding one of 
three winning eggs. (First appeared in the March 31, 2016, edition)
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“On behalf of this reward Dean’s would like to thank our 
customers and the community of Rabun County. God Bless”

SERVICESERVICE

DEAN’S WRECKER SERVICE

Towing & Recovery
Light-Medium-Heavy Duty
LAKEMONT, GEORGIA

BEST 
MECHANIC
Troy Hopper

2017

Readers’
Choice

706-782-8305
66 Rickman St. 

Clayton, GA 30525

WWW.BLOSSMANGAS.COM

“Thank You For Voting Us Best Propane Gas Provider!”

24 Hour Service

608 Hwy 76 W. Clayton, GA 30525

My staff and I would like to give a big thank 
you to the community for being so kind and 
supportive this past year and we look for-
ward to the opportunity to take care of you 

and your families in the years to come!
-  Jeremy Holloway

706-782-3042

Thank you once again Rabun County for voting us 

Best Furniture Store!

Keller Furniture Co.

73 E. Savannah Street | 706.782.4213

www.kellerfurnitureinc.com

   Keller
Furniture

Home Furnishings and Accessories

2017

Readers’Choice

—Winners—

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 ➤➤➤

Submitted Photo

Champion Golf Team
Rabun County High School’s boys golf team members pose with their frst place trophy Monday afternoon in Monroe after 
winning theRegion 8-AA tournament. Pictured, from left, are Lance Moore, Jake Addington, Sam Speed, Seth King and Coach 
David Adcock. The Lady ’Cats brought home a third place fnish.

Drug Store ................ Clayton Pharmacy 
Elected Official ................. Chad Nichols 
Electrician ............. Jeff Hunter Electric 
EMT ....................................Josh Hickox 
Fast Food ..............................Chick-fil-A 
Feed Store ........... Reeves Feed and Farm
Financial Advisor .................Ara Joyce 
Firefighter .............................. Tim Wall 
Fine Dining ......... Fortify Kitchen & Bar 
Flooring........................... Clayton Paint 
French Fries ....................... McDonald’s
Fried Chicken ..........Henry’s Restaurant 
Furniture Store ..... Keller Furniture Co.
Gas ..................................Blossman Gas
Gift Shop .....................Reeves Gift Shop
Golf Course ......Kingwood Country Club
Grocery Store ..............................Ingles 
Gym ........................... YourTime Fitness 
Hamburger .................... Universal Joint 
Hardware Store ..........Reeves Hardware



Thank you
for voting us the 

#1 VENUE 
for the Readers 
Choice Award

VISIT OUR WEBSITE, CHOTAFALLS.COM, OR CALL LAWANNA TO SCHEDULE A PRIVATE TOUR, 706-490-5557

“The only word to describe Chota Falls is magical. 
It was everything we had dreamed of and more! The 
staff at Chota Falls treated us like family and made 

sure that everything for our day was perfect!”

Mike & Megan

• Stunning outdoor & indoor ceremony venues 
including a private waterfall and Italianate chapel

• Turn-key service by our exceptional in-house staff 
including event planning, catering and floral
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Louise Phillips has been working for me for over 24 years. She 
has always been a great employee; very loyal and trusted. I am 
thankful for her working for me all these years.

I also want to thank all my clients for their business and support 
and their vote for Louise.

- Mike McCracken,
    Accounting Services

52 Old Livery St.

Clayton, GA 30525

706-782-2421

Thanks to all our clients 
for your votes.

We appreciate your
business.

- Louise Phillips
“Best Secretary”

Butler Galleries
Thank you Rabun County for voting us 

“Best Antiques Store”

74 North Main Street
In the heart of downtown Clayton!

www.butlergalleries.com

2017

Readers’Choice

248 Highway 441 North
Clayton

Dine-In • Carryout • Catering

 We are honored 
by your votes!

706-782-2111

 Clayton Pizza Hut® voted BEST PIZZA 
in the Rabun County Reader’s Choice 

Award for 4 years in a row! 
2014 • 2015 • 2016 • 2017

220 CATHEY ROAD
MOUNTAIN CITY, GA

706-746-5100 ...Call today!

For choosing us as the 

BEST VETERINARIAN

CAGE FREE BOARDING
PHYSICAL THERAPY & TRAINING

Thank you!

READER’S CHOICE6  Feb. 23, 2017 The Clayton Tribune

Peter McIntosh/For The Tribune

Fourth of July
Lake Rabun boaters enjoy an evening of 
fireworks July 3, 2016, as part of Rabun 
County’s annual Fourth of July celebration. 
(First appeared in the July 7, 2016, edition)
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CUSTOMER

SATISFACTION

CONGRATULATIONS - 2017 READERS’ CHOICE - BEST OF THE BEST
2017 RE/MAX Prestigue Awards - RE/MAX of  Rabun

POSSREALTY.COM  •  706.782.7133  •  809 HWY 441 S.  •  CLAYTON, GA • 30525

Scott Poss

Jon Barnwell

Ed Poss

Richard Hutchinson

Cynthia Whitney

Sam Rumsey

Jim Blalock

Lee Anderson

Myra Chapman

Chelsea Rumsey

Linda Durrence

Carolyn Bacon

Peter Anzo

Lorie Thompson

Gail & Rodney Hopper

Barbara Cantrell

Susan Rickman

Adrian Freeman

Tina Lee

Nic Poss

Marsha Ramsey

Tom Stanfill

Joe Routt

100% CLUB

PLATINUM CLUB EXECUTIVE CLUB

 

THANK YOU RABUN COUNTY 
 

We are committed to serving you 
& appreciate your support! 

 
Beginning March 7th we’ll be open 

Tuesday Nights & introducing  
TEAM TRIVIA with Mike D! 

 
7-8:30pm 

 
Teams of 2–10 compete  

for gifts & merchandise from  
The Wicked Pig & Terrapin Brewing!  

 
 

WWW.TWPBBQ.COM 

Klark Byrd/The Clayton Tribune

2016 Dillard Bluegrass and Barbeque Festival
ABOVE: The Dillard Bluegrass & Barbeque Festival’s overall winning barbecue team for 2016 was Bald 
Hawg BBQ. Accepting the winning platter from Steve Tomlin, left, was Andrew Cloer of Simpsonville, 
South Carolina. Cloer also received a 700 pin. The reserve and grand champion platters were accidently 
switched in the ceremony. (First appeared in the Aug. 11, 2016, edition)
BELOW: Hank Belew, right, presented Steve and Jane Tomlin a congratulatory platter at the 20th 
annual Dillard Bluegrass & Barbeque Festival. The Tomlins have a reputation of hosting “the best of the 
best” cooking competitions.
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Thank You for Voting

DEAL’S APPLIANCE
Best in Rabun CountyBest in Rabun County 6 years in a row!

5418 Hwy 441

Wiley, GA 30581

(706) 782-3760

Thank you Rabun County for an
awesome year & God bless you!

- Voted Best Small Engine Repair -

TRIMMERS AND BRUSH CUTTERS

CHAD  BUCHANAN
Sales and
Service

706-782-1871
Financing Available

0% Interest

“ Thanks Rabun County
for voting me

as Best Police Officer.”

- Ryan Hamilton

Voted 
Best Officer

The City of Clayton
CONGRATULATES

Ryan Hamilton, for his award

Voted Best BBQ!
THANK YOU TO ALL OUR 

GOOD AND LOYAL 
CUSTOMERS FOR VOTING!

I’M HONORED AND HUMBLED TO BE  
VOTED BEST WAITRESS

6 YEARS IN A ROW!

Highway 441 South, Clayton, GA  706-782-7010
Thursday through Saturday 11:00am-8:00pm

bbq, ribs, brunswick stew AND more!

BBQ

Natasha Morgan & Jessica Koch

Your business is
appreciated, and it

is always a pleasure
serving you.

Thank you for choosing Duvall Auto Sales 

 396 Highway 441 South
P.O. Box 707

Clayton, GA 30525

706-212-0260

dasalesfranklin@duvallauto.com

Heating and Air ....... Northeast Georgia 
                                                     Heating & Air 
Cooking ...................Henry’s Restaurant 
Insurance Agency ............Farm Bureau 
Insurance Agent ................. Brian Kilby 
Liquor Store .................. Smitty’s Spirits 
Live Entertainment ....... Universal Joint 
Loan Officer ................. Karen Franklin 
Lunch .................................. Wicked Pig 
Massage ...........................Amara Center 
Meat Market ...................Andy’s Market 
Mexican ...............La Cabana Restaurant
Nail Salon .............................. Nails One 
Nurse ................ Ramona Watts/Medlink 
Optometrist ....Dr. Stephen R. Thurmond 
Paint Store ...................... Clayton Paint 
                                              & Flooring Center
Pawn Shop ....................Friendly’s Pawn 
Pizza .......................................Pizza Hut 
Plumber ...................Complete Plumbing 

—Winners—

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9 ➤➤➤

Tribune File Photo

Wildcats Basketball
Senior Rhodes Jones pushes it to the hoop Jan. 16, 2016, against the Greene County High School Tigers. The Wildcats beat the 
Region 8-AA opponent 75-55. (First appeared in the Jan. 21, 2016, edition)
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Serving our community since 1984 with

quality and friendly service.

706-782-3631
Thank You Rabun County for voting us

Best Meat Market!  We appreciate your 

business, Andy & Deborah Hunter

207 Rickman St., Clayton, GA 30525 (706) 782-3631

Voted Best Meat MarketVOTED 2017 
Best Elected Official

& Best Deputy
I am encouraged by the relationships that have 
developed between the Sheriff ’s Office and
community, and I am thankful for the support 
that has been shown to us. I appreciate this
honor, especially this early on, and will continue 
to work hard to uphold the faith that has been 
placed in me.

-  Sheriff Chad Nichols

It is an honor and a privilege to be chosen for 
Deputy of the year for the second time.

I love to protect and serve the Citizens of Rabun 
County, and look forward to another great year.

-  Deputy Kyle Shook

2017

Readers’Choice

1104 Old 441 South, Clayton, GA
GA CL • 3000176 • NC 17279 • SCRBH 1043

Give us a call! 

706-782-7825

From our family to yours, 

WE THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR SUPPORT.  

5 years in a row.

706-212-7349 • 31 Earl Street • Clayton
 fromageclayton.com

specialty 
cheeses 

by the pound

2017

Readers
’

Choice

Thank You!

Voted 
BEST 

CHEESE 
STORE

I am honored to be chosen...

BEST REAL ESTATE AGENT

Thank you!

104 East Savannah St.
Clayton, GA 30525

2017

Readers’
Choice

DEBRA BUTLER

REAL LIVING
Craig Realty
office:706-782-0747
cell:706-490-4383
fax: 706-782-0377
website: www.debbutler.com
email: debrabutler@windstream.net

Policeman ..................... Ryan Hamilton,
                      Clayton Assistant Police Chief 
Printing/Specialty ..............Happy Jack 
Produce ............................ Osage Farms 
Pub/Bar ........................ Universal Joint 
Real Estate Agent .................Deb Butler 
Real Estate Co. ..............RE/Max Realty 
Sandwich .................................. Subway 
School ...........Rabun County High School 
School Principal ............. Lisa Patterson 
School Teacher .......................Dee Craft 
Seafood .............................Rumor Haz It 
Secretary/location .....Louise Phillips at 
       Mike McCracken Accounting Services
Self Storage ................. In Town Storage 
Small Engine Repair ... Buchanan Small
                                                     Engine Repair 
Steak (place to eat) .................... Fortify 
Sweet Tea ........................... McDonald’s 
Tax Preperation .................. H&R Block 

—Winners—

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10 ➤➤➤

Tribune File Photo

12U Girls All-Star Basketball State Champs
The 2016 12U All-Stars won the Georgia Recreation and Parks Association Class C state championship March 5, 2016. Pictured, 
front row from left, are Mary Lovell, Sophie Woodard and Chloe Vinson; back row, Coach Todd Stiles, Birdie Jordan, Gracie Deetz, 
Georgia Hickox, Jenica Steil, Loren Stiles, Krissa Cannon, Brittney Hopkins and Coach Cannon. (First appeared in the March 10, 
2016, edition)
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Thank you for voting us 
best tree service 

in Rabun County.

REI
D’S TREE SERVICE

We appreciate your confidence in us!

Expert Company LLC

Call 706-782-7360

God has been good to us!
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Professional Nail Care for Ladies & Gentlemen

Voted 2017 Best Nail Salon

Thank you to our loyal customers for voting us 
Number 1!  We appreciate your business!

Hours: Mon. - Sat. 9:30 - 7pm; Closed Sunday
706 - 782 - 0781

90 Plaza Way, Clayton, GA (In the Covered Bridge Shopping Center)

706-212-2834
128 Duvall Street

Clayton, GA

OPEN DAILY 11:00AM - 10:00PM
TAKE OUT AVAILABLE

Voted Best
Mexican

Restaurant

706-746-0058
7052 Hwy 441

Dillard, GA

Thank you for voting us 

BEST BISCUIT
6 years in a row!

706-782-7343
2017

Readers’
Choice

Buy One, Get One FREE!

SAUSAGE 
BISCUIT Expires March 12, 2017.

Must bring coupon!

Hours: 
Mon. - Sat. 6 a.m. - 3 p.m.

3250 Hwy. 441 S., Tiger, GA 
(at the 4-way stop)

Opening Mid-March
Hours: Tuesday – Friday 11 – 2pm

Sunday 11am - 2pm

Closed Saturday and Monday
Located 1 mile South of Clayton

 Thank you for voting us Number 1 six years in a row!
  Call about our Catering and Private Dinners

We appreciate your business!

706-782-3533

Voted Best Fried Chicken in 2017!
After nearly 45 years of serving our customers,

we knew you had good taste.

81 Seed Tick Rd, Clayton, GA 30525
(706) 782-8481

Hours: Open today · 8AM–5PM

“ANYBODY CAN SELL TIRES, 
WE SELL SERVICE”

Thank you for voting us

BEST TIRE STORE!

2017

Readers’Choice

Tire Store ........................ Pritchett Tire
Towing Service.............. Deans Wrecker 
Tree Service ...............Reid Tree Service 
Used Auto Sales ..........................Duvall 
                                             Automotive Group
Veterinarian .....Rabun Animal Hospital 
Volunteer Fire Department ..................
              Tiger Volunteer Fire Department 
Waiter ................. Lisa Holcomb/Oinkers 
Wedding Venue ....................Chota Falls 
Wings .................................. Wicked Pig

Tribune File Photo

Wildcats Track and Field
Jadda Laufer clears the bar during the women’s high jump event March 22, 2016, during the Rabun County’s track meet against 
Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School. (First appeared in the March 24, 2016, edition)

Best    Reader!
chooses you as our

Thank you for voting!

—Winners—
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“I am humbled and honored to be named “The 
Clayton Tribune” 2017 Best Principal. It has been 
a blessing to be at Rabun County Elementary 
School this year. I can’t thank the parents, stu-
dents, faculty and staff enough for welcoming and 
supporting me at RCES. God bless you all!”
- Lisa Patterson,
Principal Rabun County Elementary School

“I love spending my days with my first graders.
I am reminded on a daily basis how blessed 
I am to have the opportunity to teach in my 
hometown with these students.
I can only pray that I make a positive and long 
lasting impact on each of my students, because 
each of them leaves an imprint on my heart.”                                                                                                                             
- Dee Craft
1st Grade Teacher Rabun County Primary School

The Rabun County BOE is proud to announce

Rabun County Elementary School 
Best Principal Lisa Patterson

Rabun County Primary School
Best Teacher Dee Craft

Best School, Best Principal and
Best Teacher. We Congratulate You!

“It is an honor to be selected as the Clayton Tribune’s “Rabun County School 
of the Year.” This school year we’ve experienced tremendous success both 
in and outside the classroom. These achievements are only possible with 

an exceptional faculty and staff who constantly set high expectations for all 
students.  I’d be remiss if I didn’t also recognize the supportive Rabun county 
community. We are grateful to live in an area where our school, families and 

the community actively work together, creating networks of shared
responsibility for student success. Thank you to the readers who voted

for Rabun County High School.”
- Jonathan Gibson, Principal Rabun County High School

Rabun County High School

We would like to thank you again for voting

THE CLAYTON PHARMACY
#1 Readers’ Choice Drug Store!

We are proud to have been able to serve the community since 1947.

“Th ank you for recognizing that your local drug 
store, pharmacist and staff  still deliver the friendly, 
fast and personal service that you deserve.”

2017

Readers
’

Choice

Klark Byrd/The Clayton Tribune

Rabun Gap-Nacoochee crowns homecoming royalty
Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School crowned its homecoming royalty Oct. 15, 2016, at halftime during the 
Eagles game against visiting Veritas Christian Academy. The homecoming king and queen were seniors 
Frida Cyuzuzo, right, and Jordan Hajazin, an Eagles lineman. (First appeared in the Oct. 20, 2016, 
edition)
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Thank you to our loyal customers and the readers of  
The Clayton Tribune for voting Rabun County Bank 

 

2013 

“Best Bank” 5 years in a row! 

MEMBER FDIC  l  www.rabncountybank.com 

Clayton 
121 Rickman St. 

Clayton, GA  
706-782-4571 

Dillard 
7408 Highway 441 N 

Dillard, GA 
706-746-2221 

And, we couldn’t be prouder to have  
Karen Franklin voted Best Loan Officer  
and Mary Crawford voted Best Teller.  

This is an honor that we greatly appreciate.  

As the only locally owned and operated bank in Rabun County we can’t say thank you enough 
for showing us your support. For more than 40 years your trust and confidence in us is humbling. Our 
entire team looks forward to serving you today and in the future. Be sure to tell your friends and 
family what you already know, Rabun County Bank is “The Best Bank”, five years in a row! 

Thanks from all of us:  Johnny Irvin, Greg Funkhouser, Gary Keller, Claude Dillard, Yong Kim, Karen 
Hooper, Sandra Thurmond, Sherry Wemple, Trisha Kelly, Cammey Carpenter, Chris DiNofrio, Fredda 
Beck, Kathie Roberts, Shelly Backer, Lisa Bonnette, Ashley Wilson, Audrey Brown, Sarah Wall, Sylvia 
Shook, Stevie Holland, Natalie McCrackin, Karen Franklin, Dan Free, Lorrie Gregorie, Melody 
Queen, Carolyn Simmons, Linda Garrett, Laverne Hopkins, Mary Crawford, Necole Berweiler,  
Brenda Green, Keshia Amiri,  Savannah Shirley, Margaret Richardson, Shauna Decker,  
Jennifer Chastain, Kayla Brown, Becky Brown, Amanda Vanhook,  
Hannah Watson, Sarajoy Booth and Roger Ramey. 

2014 2015 2016 2017 

READERS’ CHOICE

2017

Rabun County’s

AWARDS


