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Friends You Can Bank On

• Local underwriting, local credit decisions
• One-time close construction/permanent
• 15 year and 30 year fi xed rate loans
• Improved restricted lot loans
• Conforming and jumbo loans available

With Two Lenders to Serve You in 
Rabun County

Donalee Andrews
NMLS #486297

Pam Wright
NMLS #958649

706-782-3738
Member FDIC 9/2016 

NMLS #810392

Oconee Federal

Thank you to our Everyday Heroes! 
We appreciate your commitment to our communities.

Volunteers are relied 
upon heavily to ensure 
Rabun County residents 
have a response for fires, 
potential fires and vehicle 
collisions. 

Two of the county’s 
paid firemen are Fire 
Chief James Reed and 
Assistant Chief Justin 
Upchurch. They handle 
the administrative duties 
for the 12-station fire 
department. 

“We’re here to supple-
ment the volunteers,” 
Reed said. “If we hear a 
call go out, we try to get 
somebody over to it.”

The remaining four 
paid personnel are full-
time firefighters who 
work 24-hour shifts con-
sisting of one day on call 
and three days off. 

“We all started as vol-
unteers, so we know what 
it’s like,” Reed said. 

In addition to their 
volunteer experience, 
Reed and Upchurch are 
both second generation 
firefighters. Reed began 
volunteering in 1982 at 
the age of 16. His father 
was a volunteer fire-
fighter for the Satolah 
Fire Station (Station 8). 
Upchurch has been in the 
business of fighting fires 
for the past two decades 
in part because he saw 
his father do it.

“My dad was a firefight-
er, so I’ve always had that 
want but I didn’t know it 
until I started volunteer-
ing,” Upchurch said.

And volunteers are a 
resource for which the 
fire department always 
has a need.

“You don’t always get 
all 200 on call. You only 
get who is available, 
especially during the day 
in the middle of the week 
you might only get five 
people,” Reed said. 

One example of the 
need for more volunteers 
is the unbalanced num-
ber of firefighters at each 
station. 

“Usually the people 
that volunteer at a partic-
ular station live or work 
around that area, so you 
may have a slow station 
that has 25 members and 
a busy station that 10,” 
Upchurch said. “There’s 
really no way to adjust 
that.”

While the need for 
more volunteer fire-
fighters is always there, 
each volunteer must go 
through a process in 
order to be ready to serve 
Rabun County. That pro-
cess begins with prospec-
tive volunteers filling 
out an application, going 
through a background 
check and then being 
voted in. 

Reed said there are 
varying stages of serving 
as a volunteer firefight-
er, including explorers, 
support firefighter and 
registered volunteer. An 
explorer is between the 
ages of 14-18. They help 
with tasks around the 
fire station and are not 
allowed to assist in extin-
guishing fires. Support 
firefighters, similar to 
explorers, do not enter 
burning buildings to 
douse blazes. Support 
firefighters are required 
to complete a 32-hour 
course. From there, they 
can transition to regis-
tered volunteer with the 
completion of 84 hours 
of coursework and a live 
fire response. 

A majority of the fire-
fighters in Rabun County 
also have other occu-
pations. When a call is 
received by 911, dispatch 
alerts the volunteers by 
the pager each firefighter 

carries and through a 
smartphone application. 

“Back in the day you 
could leave your job and 
they would still pay you 
for it, but that changed 
over the years,” Reed 
said. “You used to go to 
the station, get a truck 
and fight a fire. If you 
don’t get paid like it is 
now, you probably aren’t 
going to leave your job.” 

Upchurch estimates 
the Rabun County Fire 
Department receives 
around 1,900-2,000 calls 
per year, although not 
all of them are for fires. 
While extinguishing fires 
is the main role of the 
fire department, it is also 
called upon to respond 
for medical support. 

“Most of our calls are 
medical related calls so 
we encourage our people 
(volunteers) to be certi-
fied in emergency medi-
cal respondse, First Aid 
and CPR,” Reed said. 

Each of the fire depart-
ment’s stations is headed 
by a captain, except the 
Sky Valley/Scaly Moun-
tain, North Carolina, 
Fire Station (Station 9) 
and the Tallulah Falls 
Fire Station (Station 7). 
Both of those stations 
are headed by chiefs and 
both are border stations 
that serve more than just 
Rabun County.

“(Captain) is an elected 
position,” Upchurch said. 
“Each station elects their 
own officers.”

With all the respon-
sibility that comes with 
being a firefighter, Up-
church and Reed find it 
rewarding to keep Rabun 
safe.

“Being able to help 
somebody, to save lives 
and property is what 
we’re here for,” Reed 
said. 

he Rabun County Fire Depart-
ment is charged with providing 
safety coverage for more than 360 
square miles of mountainous ter-
rain. It’s a feat accomplished on 
the backs of just six paid person-

nel and around 200 volunteers. 

T
BY TREVOR MCNABOE  v STAFF WRITER

Rabun County FiRe

DepaRtmenT
All men are created equal,  

then a few become firemen.  

— Anonymous

Tribune File Photo
TOP: Volunteer  firefighters from Station 5 and Station 12  work together Oct. 19, 2015, to extinguish 
flames at the rear of Mama G’s Italian Restaurant.
AT RIGHT: Rabun County Fire Chief James Reed drives one of the county’s fire trucks.

Trevor McNaboe/The Clayton Tribune
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Mayor Jordan Green &
The Clayton City Council

Salute all public safety workers.
Be a role model for our children to follow.

Beck Funeral Home

706-782-9599
www.beckfuneralhome.com

898 Highway 441 South  Clayton, GA

Thank you to our Everyday Heroes, 
We appreciate your dedication to our Rabun County folks! 

Our Family Serving Yours.

RABUN COUNTY FIRE STATIONS

Station 1 — Clayton
Pictured from left are David Ramey, Ryan 
Bramblett, Logan Carnes and Capt. Andy Beck. 
Not pictured are Robert Gardner, Joseph Deal and 
Chris Metrick.

Station 2 — Warwoman
Pictured from left are Johnny Cannon,  

Capt. Josh Bleckley, Bryan Bleckley,  
Kenny Watts, Dalton Freeman and Marty 

Franklin. Not pictured are Scott Bleckley, Terry 
Bleckley, Travis Bleckley, Darren Freeman, Brady 

Galloway, Greg Houck, Kelsey Singleton, Will 
Singleton, Brad Speed and Seth Speed.

Station 3 —  
Tallulah-Persimmon
Pictured from left are Tom Madison, Shayne Har-
vey, Jonathan Avery, Jeff Hooper, Capt. Chad Dix-
on, Lucas Bynum, Corey Beck and Eric Bradshaw. 
Not pictured are Josh Harvey, Michael Mazarky, 
Jesse Chamblee and Dennis Chamblee.

RABUN COUNTY FIRE CHIEF JAMES REED

EVERYDAY HEROES / PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN
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CLAYTON Express Lube

WE APPRECIATE AND SUPPORT 
ALL PUBLIC SAFETY PERSONNEL

WE AIM TO KEEP YOU SAFE ON THE 
ROAD AT AFFORDABLE PRICES!

Vincent Skilling,  MD  |   PersimmonVincent Skilling,  MD  |   Persimmon

Honoring
all Veterans

Captain Leona M. Mazzoni, RN Major Francis C. Skilling, MD
US Army Air Forces WW II

My Mother & Father

RABUN COUNTY FIRE STATIONS

Station 4 — Lakemont-Wiley
Pictured back row from left are Doug Wayne, Kay 
Arrowood and Gordon Van Mol. Pictured front 
row from left are Matthew Harbin, Pocket Shirley 
and Zach Collins. 

Station 5 — Valley
Pictured from left are Bobby Jenkins,  

Capt. Gordon Jenkins, Kelly Holland,  
Steve Rickey, Kenny Walker, Dusty Gaston,  

Justin English, Shane Wall and L.J. Craig.

Station 6 — Chechero
Pictured back row from left are McCord Johnson, 
Jason Roach, Justin Pate, Mike Hopkins, Jeremy 
Paul, Timothy Burrell, Dustin Henslee, Austin 
Kilby, Franklin Henslee, Issac Williams, Kenneth 
Queen and Zachary Allgary. Pictured front row 
from left are Devin Roach, Kristy Roach, Nicole 
Jennings, Jeanie Kilby, Dottie Clark, Kyle Shelton, 
Rita Henslee and Justin Buchanan. Pictured 
kneeling are Keenan Garrett and Kevin Garrett.

EVERYDAY HEROES / PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN
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621 Hwy. 441 South, Suite 1

Clayton, GA

706-212-2818
impressed.clayton@gmail.com

Bring in your
Public Safety ID or Badge 
for 20% off 
thru Nov 15

One order per person 

621 Hwy. 441 South, Suite 1

One order per person One order per person One order per person 

(706) 782-5919
67 Oak Crescent Dr.
Clayton, GA 30525

Diane’s 
Beauty Shop

  Vote 

JAMES BLALOCK 
for Sheriff!

Diane
13 year Breast Cancer Survivor

Diane’s Beauty Shop

Paid political ad.

RABUN COUNTY FIRE STATIONS

Station 7 — Tallulah Falls
From left to right, Dustin Rogers, Mike Early, 
Chrystal Nall, Matt Nall and Bill Goatcher.
Not pictured is Chief Robby McCutcheon.

Station 8 — Satolah
From left: James Reed, Michael Vilardo, John 

Munger and Capt. Seth Schmitt. Volunteers not 
pictured include Wesley Billingsley, Kelly Dendy, 

Corbin Hawkins, Kyle Keener, Charles Reed, Robby 
Reed, Austin Reese, Jason Wilbanks, Terry Winn, 

Ben Zachary and Dillon Schmitt.

Station 9 — Sky Valley/ 
Scaly Mountain, North Carolina
Back from left: Jamie Chastain, Scott Houser, 
Greg Johnson, Isaac Cannon (former), Assistant 
Chief Lamar Billingsley and Chandler Ellenburg. 
Middle from left: Kenny Chastain (former), Neal 
Chastain, Chris Conway, Claudette Chastain, Tom 
Sherburn and Cindy Barloga. Front from left: 
Mark Gramlich, Chief Tommy James, Blair Hames 
(former), Mark Dryman, Robin Houser and Kay 
Sherburn. Not pictured: Jeremy Keener, Katie 
Keener, Chris Barden, Moody Barrick, Paul Bath-
mann, Capt. Michael Chastain, Gabrielle Conway, 
Alex Foltz, Ryan Houser, Tucker Johnson, Jesse 
Machuca and Tanner Tremblay.

EVERYDAY HEROES / PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN
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In Appreciation
Of Our Everyday Heroes...

“I think a hero is any person really intent
on making this a better place for all people.”

    ~Maya Angelou

706-782-4231 • Hwy 441 South • Clayton, GA
www.duvallautomotive.com

Ford
Chevrolet
Chrysler
Dodge
Jeep
RamProviding Free and Confidential Services for 

Victims of Child Abuse

24-Hour Crisis Line: 888-782-1338

RABUN COUNTY FIRE STATIONS

Station 10 — Lakes
Back row from left: Je rey Lovell, Barry Wood, 
Matt Wood, Marvin Watts, Billy Carter and Jerry 
Burrell. Front row from lef: Tate Nichols, Sophie 
Merkle and Michael Crowe. Not pictured are Ken-
ney Watts, Hunter Hargrave, Kerri Wood, Steve 
York, Jess Watts, Bryce Shackleford, Dako- ta 
Freeman, Christa Ramey as well as Explorers Av-
ery Merkel, Anna Belle Watts and Tanner Jarrard.

Station 11 — Wildcat
Wildcat station volunteers include Pat Thompson, 

Larry Turpin, Ranny Whitney, Jimmy Thompson, 
Larry Vaughan, Gaston Brawley, Brendan Thomp-

son, Marcus Thompson and Sean Thompson.
Not pictured are Johnny Adams, Cannon Rhoad, 

Billy Martin, Curt Koch and Milas Thompson.

Station 12 — Tiger
Capt. Boyce Speed, Thomas Ramey Jr., Tim Wall, 
David Jones, Fred Beck, Justin Coalley, Jerry Buice, 
Cody Whitmire, Brian Dickerson, Heath Burrell, 
Austin Carter, Ricky McCrakin, Keith Watts, Jess 
Watts, Dalton Blalock, Will McCraken, Travis 
Marsengill, Jesse Hooper, Logan Bettencova, 
Brandon Neely and Dwight Allgary.

EVERYDAY HEROES / PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN



Working in conjunction 
with Habersham County, 
the main duties of this 
small squad is providing 
assistance to Tallulah 
Gorge hikers and rap-
pelling into the depths of 
the gorge. 

“Most of what we do is 
carry people out of the 
gorge that shouldn’t have 
been in there, whether 
it’s health related or not,” 
said Rescue Squad Chief 
Riley Owens, who is also 
a Rabun County Sheriff’s 
Office sergeant.

Essentially, the Tal-
lulah Gorge Rescue 
squad is charged with 
completing any rescues 
which are not handled 
by the Rabun County 
Fire Department or the 
Habersham County Fire 
Department. 

On average, Owens 
said, about 25 members of 
the team responded per 
call. 

“The gorge, just the 
way the counties (Rabun 
and Habersham) have 
it set up, it falls under 
Habersham. We serve as 
mutual aid on every call 
with them,” Owens said. 

Owens has been work-
ing with this department 
since 2001. In all that 
time, there is still one 
call he responded to that 
stands out in his mem-
ories. A climber in the 
gorge had fallen and suf-
fered life-threatening in-
juries. The decision was 
made to fly the injured 
climber out by helicopter 
rather than carrying 
them out. There was 
no trail nearby, which 
forced the helicopter pilot 
into taking alternative 
action.

Standard protocol calls 
for the pilot to drop a line 
so rescuers can place 
the injured party into a 
basket to be pulled out to 
safety. 

“This guy flew his heli-
copter to us and had one 
foot of the helicopter on 
the rock we were on and 
the other foot was hov-
ering. We then lowered 
the injured person in the 
helicopter and he took 
off,” Owens said. 

It was a necessary 
but dangerous course of 
action that most pilots 
would not have attempt-
ed because of the difficul-
ty involved in hovering 
a helicopter in addition 
to the gale force winds 
generated under the heli-
copter’s blades. 

“He was a military pi-
lot and had been around 
the block. He didn’t want 
to do long-line and came 
to us,” Owens said. 

One satisfying element 
of the job is the relief 
brought to the families 
of injured gorge visitors 
after the team completes 
a rescue, Owens said. 

There’s also the rush that 
comes along with being 
thrust into what could 
easily be a life or death 
situation. 

“The adrenaline rush 
of being 300 feet off the 
ground on a rope is one 
of the most fun things,” 
Owens said. 

With the thrills comes 
the dangers. Owens said 
he tries not to dwell on 
the dangers involved 
with working in and 
around the gorge so as to 
not let it affect his mind 
during a rescue. 

“Not at the time it 
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Rabun County 
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Matt Arthur, 
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“We will lead our students
to achieve their potential
through high academic

and ethical standards in a
disciplined and nurturing

environment.”

Tribune File Photo
A rescue team unloads an aerial rescue platform during a Depart-
ment of Natural Resources training exercise in August 2014 in 
Tallulah Gorge State Park. A long line rescue involves a helicopter 
lowering an aerial rescue platform to the ground where a rescue 
team will strap the patient onto the platform, which resembles a 
metal basket. It is then reconnected to the long line and flown to a 
landing zone, where a team guides the platform into a gentle land-
ing and the patient can be taken for aid. The rescue team are the 
first people that come in contact with a patient and are responsible 
for ensuring the patient is safely strapped to the platform before 
being lifted out.

Tribune File Photos
ABOVE: An aerial rescue platform is lifted off the ground in August 2014 at a Department of Natural Resources long line rescue exercise. The 
event was attended by members of multiple rescue organizations operating in the region. AT RIGHT: Capt. Steven Turner carefully pilots 
his aircraft into Tallulah Gorge during a long line rescue exercise in August 2014. Pilots and their crews train at least once a month and 
according to Brandon Pierce, aerial observer, the crews go up an average of about 25 hours per month.

BY TREVOR MCNABOE  v STAFF WRITER

Tallulah gorgEinto the depths

rescue
nside the Rabun County Search and Rescue Squad — a 
faction of the Rabun County Emergency Management 
Agency — is a division of life-savers known as Tallulah 
Gorge Rescue. I

Please see GORGE, 14
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WWW.BETHELCO.COM
Drop in at 66 N Church Street in Clayton, GA or call 

to make an appointment. We look forward to 
serving you now and in the future.

ESTABLISHED 1975.
Phone: 706-782-4531

Thank you for your service
and keeping us safe!

BETHEL & CO

Serving and protecting
our community through

education, enforcement, and
community collaboration.

We support our children living a drug and 
alcohol free life with love and encouragement

To support our efforts or to join 
our club please call 706-212-2461706-782-6388

Towing & Recovery / Light-Medium-Heavy Duty

SERVICESERVICE

DEAN’S WRECKER SERVICE

(706) 782-4920

WE SALUTE OUR EVERYDAY HEROES WE SALUTE OUR EVERYDAY HEROES 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR

DEDICATION TO THE FINE FOLKS
OF RABUN COUNTY.

E V E R Y  D A Y  1 1 - 4

THANK YOU 
Everyday Heroes for protecting our children

33 US-441, 
Clayton, GA 30525

(706) 782-5598

621 Hwy 441 South, Suite # 2   P.O. Box 2182  Clayton, GA 30525
(706) 782-1900

662 B Highlands Road P.O. Box 487  Franklin, NC 28734
(828) 369-7158

Insurance & Financial Planning
AppAlAchiAn insurAnce Agency

Burl Parks, CLU, ChFC
Chartered Financial Consultant

We support all those that protect and serve.

www.Appalachian-Insurance.net
appalachian-insurance@app-ins.com

Burl.Parks@App-Ins.com

Rabun County employs four full-
time bailiffs. They are tasked with 
ensuring the court process runs 
smoothly by securing the building, 
protecting the judges and witness-
es and removing violent or disor-
derly people from the courtroom 
in a timely and safe manner.

“Some people might assume that 
the bailiffs have an easy job, but 
I assure you, they do not,” said 
Rabun County Sheriff Frank An-
drews. “If you do not have a good 
bailiff, the court system can’t run 
effectively. That’s why you need to 
put some of your best officers, and 
most mature officers, at bailiff.”

Securing the entirety of the 
premises is a difficult job, said 
Head Bailiff Sgt. Anthony “Bear” 
Welch, but the county’s bailiffs are 
professional and get the job done.

Welch said the bailiffs have a 
lot of experience because most of 
them served as road officers before 
tackling their current job, himself 
included.

“I worked the road for a number 
of years,” Welch said. “Unfortu-
nately my body doesn’t heal as 
well as it used to, so I moved into 
the courthouse.”

Another challenging part of 
being a bailiff, Andrews said, is 
understanding the preferences 
and quirks of the various judges.

“Certain judges like things done 
certain ways, and (the bailiffs) 
need to work very closely with 
the judges to be aware of those 

things,” Andrews said. “Not every 
officer can do the job, which is why 
I like to put some of my more expe-
rienced guys at the position.”

Andrews said the job can be just 
as dangerous as any other job in 
law enforcement. 

Bailiffs wear bulletproof vests, 
just like patrol officers, and they 
have had situations in which 
people became violent in the court-
room or tried to sneak a weapon 
inside.

“If a situation arises, it’s up to 
that bailiff to make sure everyone 

in the courthouse is protected,” 
Andrews said. “It could mean the 
bailiff giving his life to make sure 
everyone in the courtroom is safe 
and protected.”

Because the bailiffs work so 
closely together, they have a tight-
knit relationship that allows them 
to work in tandem with one anoth-
er and do their job better.

“I’d definitely say we’re like 
brothers,” Welch said. “We all 
have each others’ backs. If the 
situation requires it, I’ll call my 
superior, but we generally like to 
handle our stuff ourselves.”

Although protecting the court-
house and ensuring everything 
runs smoothly is no small feat, 
Welch said the hardest part of 
the job is emotional rather than 
logistical.

Seeing people devastated by 
convictions are the memories that 
stick with Welch the longest.

“If you have any amount of 
human compassion, it can be dif-
ficult to see it,” Welch said. “You 
see these people, many of whom 
you might call your friend, pay 
for what sometimes is just one bad 
judgement. It can ruin a person’s 
life, families can be torn apart. It’s 
inescapable.”

However, Welch said he reminds 
himself that justice was served 
and the community was made a 
safer place. For him, that knowl-
edge is the most rewarding part of 
the job.

Tommy Culkin/The Clayton Tribune
Bailiffs Anthony Welch, Steven Osborne and Calvin Webb are pictured at the Rabun County Courthouse. Bailiffs not pictured include Dick St. 
Clair and Mitch Evans. Part of keeping the courthouse safe involves making sure nobody carries weapons into the building. The bailiffs are 
responsible for making sure the courtroom is orderly as well.

HEAD BAILIFF  
SGT. ANTHONY ‘BEAR’ WELCH

rabun county

bailiffS
very day, they protect the epicenter of the Rabun 
County justice system — the courthouse. They are 
some of the most veteran officers in the Rabun Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office. They are the bailiffs.E

BY TOMMY CULKIN  v STAFF WRITER
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Chick Fil A salutes 
Our Everyday Heroes 

Thank you for your 
dedication to our Community! 

Thank you to all our police officers, fire fighters, EMS,
and Emergency management personnel for

all you do for our community.

193 PONDEROSA ROAD • RABUN GAP, GA 30568

OPENING SOON!!!
Our Newly Expanded Retail Store

• Beef • Pork • Lamb • Chicken 
• BBQ Sauces - Rubs

Now processing 

deer!

Local Grown
No added hormones!

Beef, Pork, Lamb, Chicken
Retail Store and Farmer Services

706-746-2822
bledford21@yahoo.com • blalockmeat.com

THANK YOU 
to our Everyday Heroes! 

We appreciate your 
dedication to our Communities

Store #2753
Bud O’Connell, Store Mgr.

1455 Hwy 441 S.
Clayton, GA 39525
(706) 782-3039

Walmart.com

Thank you for all you do in 
Rabun County!

Children are our future!

PREPARING YOU FOR LIFE’S  GREAT ADVENTURES.

Serving the Community Since 1974

117 South Main Street, Clayton, GA 706.782.5472

blalock insurance agency, inc
We can provide any of your insurance needs.

PROTECTION IS OUR GREATEST INTEREST!

“Children are the hands by which we take hold 
of heaven.” -Henry Ward Beecher

Protecting them is our only meaningful job in life.

Law Offices of Leonard F. Baer, PLLC

A practice that focuses on

Elder Law, Estate Planning,

and Asset Protection.

Located in Clayton and Highlands

legalbaer@aol.com

www.legalbaer.com

828-371-0383

Leonard F. Baer,

PLLC

The Rabun County 
Sheriff’s Office investi-
gators are a dedicated 
crew working tirelessly 
to get to the bottom of 
mysteries that aren’t as 
simple as some open-and-
shut cases. Their work 
includes solving burglar-
ies, researching drug 
offenses and looking into 
violent crimes.

The process of con-
ducting an investigation 
is long and meticulous, 
Andrews said. It often be-
gins with an investigator 
scouring a crime scene 
for evidence or clues.

Another prominent 
aspect of investigations 
is conducting interviews 
to discern the truth. In-
vestigator Joe Silva said 
a large part of the job is 
making phone calls and 
visiting locations to gain 
vital information.

“Not everybody’s going 
to want to tell the truth 
at first,” Silva said. “You 
have to be sharp and ask 
the right questions.”

Silva is in charge of 
handling cases that in-
volve crimes against chil-
dren. Those cases pose 
more of a challenge than 
just finding a solution, as 
noted by Todd G. Shipley 
and Art Bowker in their 
2013 book “Investigating 
Internet Crimes.” Shipley 
and Bowker state that 
investigations of child 
abuse or pornography 
can be so stressful they 
cause mental health 
issues or concerns. They 
state that investigators 
should be aware of the 
problem and should pay 
attention to themselves 

and co-workers to identi-
fy potential issues. 

“Those crimes — even 
though you’ve seen it all 
before and you’re pre-
pared for it — it can still 
be difficult to deal with,” 
Silva said. “So it feels 
really good when you 
do the job and make it a 
safer place to be.”

Another stressor, Silva 
said, is the large caseload 
investigators are tasked 
with working. Andrews 
said his office employs 
four investigators. At 
any given time, they can 
be working on as many 
as a dozen active cases. 
Dedicated as they are 
toward getting the job 
done, there have been 
times when investigators 
go days without sleep 
as they work a case, the 
sheriff said. 

Stressful as it is, Silva 
said, the fact that he’s 
always busy is one of the 
most rewarding aspects 

of his position. 
At the helm of the 

investigative squad is 
Capt. Jack Tanksley, who 
has roughly 20 years of 
experience investigating 
crimes.

“If you need help with 
something, then you 
name it, (and) he has 
experience there and can 
help you,” Silva said.

Each of the county’s 
investigators are expe-
rienced, which Andrews 
credits as a key to their 
continued success. Tank-
sley, Investigator Marty 
Talley and Investigator 
Tony Free all have a 
number of years under 
their belt as investiga-
tors. In addition, Free 
previously served as 
Clayton’s chief of police. 
And Silva, who’s been 
an investigator for about 
four months, has been a 
law enforcement officer 
in Rabun County for nine 
years.

Investigators handle 
cases independently of 
one another, but, Silva 
said, they regularly work 
together.

“We like to pry each 
other’s brains, and be-
sides, each of us has our 
own unique skill, so if 
someone needs help with 
something they aren’t 
great at, we’ll jump over 
and help each other out,” 
he said. 

“Somebody like Marty 
Talley is really good at 
talking to people and 
reading body language 
and that sort of thing; 
Tony Free is good at do-
ing property crimes; I’m 
really good at tracking 
people down and figuring 
out where to go.”

It’s not uncommon 
for investigations to 
sometimes last several 
months. Sometimes they 
are reopened more than 
a year later, particularly 
when new information or 
evidence comes to light. 

“The job definitely 
requires a great deal 
of patience,” Andrews 
said. “And they also have 
to keep good records 
and keep track of cases 
because there are times 
where something will 
come up and all of a sud-
den it’ll click and they’ll 
connect it to a case from 
a year ago.”

“I’ll be honest, this is 
one of the best investi-
gative teams I’ve seen. 
They do great, great 
work and I honestly don’t 
think I could ask for a 
better investigative unit 
than what I have now.”

rabun county sheriff’s officeinvestigatorS
t takes a very special kind of officer to be able 
to do what they do,” says Rabun County Sheriff 
Frank Andrews of his office’s investigators.“I

BY TOMMY CULKIN  v STAFF WRITER

Tommy Culkin/The Clayton Tribune
Chief Investigator Jack Tanksley, left, is pictured with Rabun County Sheriff’s Office Investigators Marty Talley, second from left, Joe Silva, 
center, and Tony Free. Donna Claridad is a civilian employee assisting the investigators.

Tommy Culkin/The Clayton Tribune
Investigator Joe Silva looks over a case file. Silva is in charge of 
crimes against children.

EVERYDAY HEROES / PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN
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RABUN COUNTY LAW ENFORCEMENT

Sky Valley Police DePt.

DillarD Police DePt.

Mountain city Police DePt. tallulah FallS Police DePt.

clayton Police DePt. 

rabun county SheriFF’S oFFice

Trevor McNaboe/The Clayton Tribune
Interim Police Chief Ron Baumes is one of two Sky Valley Police 
officers as the city currently searches for a new police chief. 

Trevor McNaboe/The Clayton Tribune
Mountain City’s police force is headed up by Police Chief Tom Garrison, center. Joining him are Officer 
Cary Brown II, left, and Lt. Cary Brown. 

Trevor McNaboe/The Clayton Tribune
Tallulah Fall’s police force is headed up by Police Chief Bill Goatcher, right. Joining him is Officer Matt 
Nall. 

Tommy Culkin/The Clayton Tribune
Clayton Police Chief Andy Strait, third from left, and Assistant Chief Ryan Hamilton, third from right, are joined by Chief Investigator Mat-
thew Thomas, left, Clerk Kessiah Gipson, Officer Joe Munger, second from right, and Lt. John Grist. Other members of the force include Sgt. 
William Wall, Sgt. Mark Gerrells and Officers Richard Moncus, Travis Gibson, Michael Bennet, David Jackels, Mark Jones and Riley Owens.

Submitted Photo
The Rabun County Sheriff’s Office is led by Sheriff Frank Andrews, left.  Joining him are Deputy Jamie Gaston, Deputy Tracy Payne, Deputy Victoria Hopper, Kimberly Rodriguez, Deputy Ashleigh Free, Deputy 
Brandon Hyer, Deputy Tony Parrish, Sgt. Kyle Shook, Sgt. Riley Owens, Deputy Ian McDonald and Cpt. Kenneth Watts.

Protect
serve

To

And To

EVERYDAY HEROES / PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN

Pictured is Dillard Police 
Chief Shane Watts. The 
force also includes Offi-
cer Michael Carnes and 

Officer Jeremy Welch.
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Thank you to all of my staff, past and present, 

for the work you perform and what you mean to me.

Thank you to the citizens of Rabun County

for entrusting me as your Sheriff.

Thank you to the Clayton Police Department, 

the Dillard Police Department, 

the Mountain City Police Department, 

the Sky Valley Police Department,

the Tallulah Falls Police Department,

& all other agencies and organizations we have worked

with during my tenure as Rabun County Sheriff.

Sheriff Frank Andrews
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Elect J. David Smith
Rabun County School Board

Post 5

to our very own 

Resource offi  cers 
KEVIN WOODARD 

& 
BETH DARNELL 

We appreciate your 
commitment to our Children.

It has been an honor to serve on the 
Rabun County School Board as your 

Post 5 Representative.

My pledge to the citizens of Rabun County is to make decisions 
based on what is best for the students and community.

Thank you ...

30 COMMERCE ST. • CLAYTON, GEORGIA 30525

706-782-5100
aadamsjr@windstream.net

AWA
A. W. ADAMS INSURANCE, LLC

For when itmatters most.
Don’t wait for an emergency to find out if your insurance has you
fully protected. Contact us today for a free, no-obligation policy

review and rate quote with an experienced insurance professional.

Where every meal feels like Sunday dinner.

Open: 
Mon.-Sat. 8 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Sunday 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

706-212-0412 

Thank you to all of our 
Everyday Heroes!

10%off Entire Meal for all of our Everyday Heroes! Just come in and show ID

36A Stave Mill Street, Clayton (Behind United Community Bank)

EVERYDAY HEROES / PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN

RABUN COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES

Tommy Culkin/The Clayton Tribune
Rabun County Emergency Services crews include Brian Panell, James Lawrence, Joseph Deal, Josh Harvey, Josh Hickox, Logan Carnes, Brad Hovis, Mack Palmer, Misty Houston, Mike Carnes. Not pictured is Tramp-
es Stancil.

Trevor McNaboe/The Clayton Tribune
Team members of Rabun County Search and Rescue include Mike Mazarky, Riley Owens, Ricky McCrakin, Keith Watts, Tony Whitener, Fred Beck, Matt Wood, Victor York, Meg Myers, Tom Madison, Hunter Har-
grave, Tommy James, Mark Gramlich, Amber Bonagura, Brad Whitener, Michael Crowe, Andy Beck, Jeff Hooper, Tombo Ramey, Shaun York, George Custer, Issac Williams, McCord Johnson, Kerri Wood and Tate 
Nichols.

RABUN COUNTY SEARCH & RESCUE
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We appreciate 
our local Heroes! 

Thank you for all you do!Thanks!

JAMES PAINT & BODY SHOP

Jennifer Deslich, MS, OTR/L

Occupational Therapist / Owner

678-357-5849
jmdeslich@gmail.com

790 N. Main Street,
Suite 202

Clayton, GA 30525

Providing care for children Birth - 20 yrs. of age 
and working with families to assist in the

therapeutic process. Specializing in orthopedic, 
development and neurological needs.

   I want to personally extend my thanks 
to all of the men and women in the 
public safety profession that serve our 
great community. Because of the many 
sacrifices that you and your family 
make, our community is a safe place to 
live, work, and play.
   My family and I appreciate all that 
you do! 

Chad K. Nichols

EVERYDAY HEROES / PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN

By Trevor McNaboe
Staff Writer 

Since 2010, Rabun 
County Sheriff 
Frank Andrews 
has offered the 

C.H.A.M.P.S. program 
for the youth of Rabun 
County. 

C.H.A.M.P.S., which 
stands for Choosing 
Healthy Activities and 
Methods Promoting 
Safety, replaced D.A.R.E., 
the national Drug Abuse 
Resistance Education pro-
gram started to educate 
youth on the dangers of 
drug use and to promote 
safety. 

C.H.A.M.P.S. instruc-
tors must complete a 
class before going out to 
inform and teach Rabun 
County’s youth. The class 
takes about two weeks to 
complete.

“Our deputies cannot 
teach the class unless 
they have been through 
the class or someone over 
them has been through 
the class,” Andrews said. 

The latest deputy to 
complete the class was 
Beth Darnell, who serves 
as one of two School Re-
source Officers at Rabun 
County Public Schools. 
She works with SRO 
Deputy Kevin Woodard to 
secure the four campuses 
of Rabun County Primary 
School, Rabun County El-
ementary School, Rabun 
County Middle School 
and Rabun County High 
School. 

“It goes into a lot of 
areas, not just drugs 
and alcohol, but it goes 
into bullying and cyber 

crimes,” Darnell said. 
The primary 

C.H.A.M.P.S. target are 
fifth-grade children who 
are on their way into 
middle school.

“I wanted to see this 
program put in place 
and track it all the way 
through to see some 
of the kids that took it 
during that period of 
time, and how they felt 
about it,” Andrews said. 

The latest C.H.A.M.P.S. 
program for the county’s 
fifth-graders began about 
two weeks ago, Darnell 
said.

This is the deputy’s first 
year teaching the class, 
however, she has experi-
enced the C.H.A.M.P.S. 
program from a differ-
ent perspective — as a 
parent.

“My daughter is now 
in 10th grade and she did 
the C.H.A.M.P.S. program 
back in fifth grade and 
from her reaction coming 
home from C.H.A.M.P.S. 
to the kids reactions cur-
rently, they really love it,” 
Darnell said. 

The C.H.A.M.P.S. pro-
gram was established in 
2003 by the Georgia Sher-
iffs Association. Andrews 
said C.H.A.M.P.S. covers 
more subjects than the 
D.A.R.E. program. Pri-
mary differences between 
the programs are the 
activities prescribed and 
the hands-on learning 
involved.

“D.A.R.E. was very 
strict and by the book and 
only covered the drug 
and alcohol (aspects),” 
Darnell said. 

C.H.A.M.P.S. includes 

additional focuses on 
internet safety, such as 
the good and poor choices 
that can be made. Lead-
ership is also a topic of 
discussion. 

As part of her training 
for teaching the course, 
Darnell was instructed by 
the sheriff’s association 
on how to talk to large 
groups, how to deal with 
children and how to keep 

them interested in the 
subject matter. 

One topic of discussion 
after the course introduc-
tion was alcohol use and 
abuse. 

“We’re going to do activ-
ities with them, such as 
drunk goggles, and show 
them what it is like to be 
impaired,” Darnell said. 

The goggles are used to 
reinforce to students the 

dangers of driving im-
paired and how problem-
atic it is to be under the 
influence. 

“It makes a lot of them 
think because a lot of 
them just have no idea 
what would happen, but 
it’s a great program,” 
Andrews said.

Andrews first became 
aware of the C.H.A.M.P.S. 
program in 2008 when he 

went through the Sher-
iff’s Academy. It was then 
that he wanted to include 
it in the curriculum 
offered by Rabun County 
Sheriff’s Office. 

“I wanted our kids to 
get the opportunity to 
have this to help them as 
they go through their ad-
olescent life and prepare 
them for what’s coming,” 
Andrews said. 

Rabun County youth become C.H.A.M.P.S.

Trevor McNaboe/The Clayton Tribune
Rabun County Sheriff’s Office Deputy Beth Darnell, who is also a Rabun County Public Schools school resource officer, teaches C.H.A.M.P.S. 
to Rabun County Elementary School students.

By Tommy Culkin
Staff Writer

Rabun County’s Division 
of Family and Children 
Services has been a stal-

wart organization providing 
for the care and safety of local 
children who might have been 
abused or neglected. 

DFCS also provides a myriad 
of important community ser-
vices, including child protec-
tive services, foster care, par-
enting workshops, financial 
assistance to families in need, 
food stamps and Medicaid. 

DFCS currently has three 
Child Protective Services case 
managers who handle approx-
imately 200 cases each year. 
At any given time, there is an 
average of 14 ongoing investi-
gations.

County Director Laura John-
son said the high caseload can 
be extremely strenuous for the 
workers.

“It’s tough because they can 
feel like they’re handling so 
many cases that they can’t give 
as much time and attention to 
each individual one,” Johnson 
said.

The job of protecting Rabun 
County’s most vulnerable 
residents is a tireless one. Each 
week, one DFCS employee is on 
call 24/7. That worker might 
not always be a CPS case man-
ager. All DFCS employees are 
trained in conducting investi-
gations, Johnson said.

“Say we get a call at 2 in the 
morning and the only person 
on call is a foster care worker,” 
Johnson said. “They have to 
have the skills to go out there 
and assess the situation, and if 
they feel the child is in danger, 
call their supervisor and get 
direction on what to do next.”

When that situation arises, 

the case is assigned to a case 
manager the next day. 

Johnson said CPS investi-
gations consist primarily of 
two things: inspections and 
interviews. Case managers go 
to households to make sure the 
homes are free of health risks 
and to analyze the parents. 
They also talk to the child, 
family members and other 
people who might have infor-
mation.

Based on the findings of the 
investigation, several different 
actions can be taken.

Sometimes, it can turn out 
that there isn’t actually any-
thing amiss, and the report 
was completely unfounded. 
However, Johnson said that’s 
rare, and in the few cases 
where claims are false, DFCS 
investigators can usually tell 
there’s not a problem when 
they hear the report.

If the findings reveal the 
child is in danger, then the 
child will be removed from 
the family and either be sent 
to live with a family member 
or put in foster care. Johnson 
said Rabun County averages 
roughly 26 children in foster 
care per year.

“I’m not sure what that 
makes the exact percentage (of 
cases that result in children 
being sent to foster care) but 
it’s a very low percent,” John-
son said.

If DFCS finds there is a prob-
lem in the home, but it is not 
placing the child in immediate 
danger or the problem can be 
solved, it provides a program 
called Family Preservation in 
which the caseworker and the 
family develop a plan to make 
the family healthy again. The 
services offered through Fami-
ly Preservation include send-
ing family members to coun-

selling for substance abuse or 
domestic abuse, parent train-
ing, homemaking training and 
finance classes.

“We offer a great number of 
services through Family Pres-
ervation, because obviously the 
best result is the family be-
comes healthy,” Johnson said.

In addition to the work DFCS 
does in CPS, the department 
also accepts applications for 

food stamps and Medicaid to 
low-income families.

Johnson said that as of June, 
DFCS provided food stamps 
to 840 families and provided 
Medicaid to approximately 
1,013 families. These numbers 
are somewhat higher than the 
average of similar-sized coun-
ties, the director said. Because 
of the widespread poverty in 
the county, Johnson said, she 

believes the work DFCS is even 
more important here.

“I’ve worked in several 
DFCS offices, and Rabun Coun-
ty has one of the best staffs 
that I’ve ever seen,” Johnson 
said. “They’re dedicated, 
they’re a family, and no matter 
what time of day or night it is, 
and no matter what they have 
on their plate, they’re willing 
to help their co-workers.”

Division of Family and Children Services protects children

Tommy Culkin/The Clayton Tribune
Rabun County Division of Family and Children Services Director Laura Johnson, back row second from left, said Rabun’s 
staff is one of the most dedicated she’s seen. DFCS investigates cases of child abuse and neglect, put children in foster care 
and offer counselling and training sessions. Johnson is joined by, front row from left, Candace Carpenter, April York, Donna 
Speedm and Katie Griggs, and back row, from left, Brent Joiner, Jessica Barner and Tony Galloway.
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facebook/MollyLimaRabunBOE | MollyLimaRabun@gmail.com

“From our family to yours we want to extend 

our extreme gratitude for each and every one of  

the public servants in our community. We know 

that you work tirelessly and selflessly to ensure 
the safety and well-being of  our children. 

Your sacrifice has not gone unnoticed.
We see you. We appreciate you. Thank you!”

I AM HERE TO SERVE YOU! I AM HERE FOR OUR KIDS!

Elect
Molly Lima
  A devoted wife and mother 
         with Christian Values

 Paid Political Advertisement

happens,” Owens said of thinking about 
the dangers. “Because I’m saved by the 
Blood of Jesus, my day to die has been 
written down, so I don’t let it affect me. 
There are times when we’re back (at 
the Office of Emergency Management) 
going over the call and we’re lucky we 
didn’t meet our fate that day.” 

Membership to Tallulah Gorge 
Rescue is open to anyone, Owens said, 
although becoming a member requires 
a vote by active members. And with 
lives on the line, training is paramount. 
With Tallulah Gorge Rescue, there are 
different ways in for team members to 

show efficiency. 
“There’s so many different branches 

of Search and Rescue from river call, 
high angle to trench rescue. It’s just 
what you’re into and what you want to 
get into and how far you want to take 
it,” Owens said. 

Although most of the training avail-
able occurs in-house, there are options 
for training at the state level as well as 
different accreditations to seek. 

In order to go on rescues, Owens said, 
it boils down to who shows up and who 
is the most experienced in the situation. 

Tallulah Gorge Rescue averages a few 
hundred calls a year, but that number 
can vary. 

“I’ve had 300 calls and then I’ve had 
50. It depends on tourism and the sea-
son,” Owens said. 

GORGE
n CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7
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Staff Reports

On Oct. 6, Northeast 
Georgia CASA (Court 
Appointed Special 
Advocates) kicked off 
their annual Friends of 
CASA donor campaign 
by hosting a Business 
After Hours with both 
Toccoa-Stephens County 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Franklin County 
Chamber of Commerce.  
The event was held at 
Currahee Vineyard & 
Winery in Toccoa. 

Northeast Georgia 
CASA is a 501c3 nonprof-
it agency that provides 
carefully screened and 
trained volunteer advo-
cates (CASAs) who speak 
up for the best interests 
of children in foster care. 

Through individual-
ized attention, CASAs 
bring urgency to a child’s 
needs, both in and out of 
a courtroom, and CASAs 
promote safety, perma-
nency and well-being 
through independent 
recommendations.

Northeast Georgia 
CASA serves eight coun-
ties: Elbert, Franklin, 
Habersham, Hart, Mad-
ison, Oglethorpe, Rabun 
and Stephens. 

Since the program’s 
beginning in 2004 more 
than 1,100 children in 
foster care have had a 
CASA speaking up on 
their behalf. 

Currently in Northeast 

Georgia 85 percent of 
foster children have a 
CASA helping to ensure 
that they receive the 
medical, emotional and 
educational supports 
they need and that they 
do not languish in foster 
care.

If you are interested in 
ensuring that 100 percent 
of the children in foster 
care have a strong voice 
speaking up on their 
behalf please consider 
becoming a CASA volun-
teer or Friend of CASA 
through a donation.  

Contact the office at 
706-886-1098 or email 
necasa@windstream.
net. More information is 
available and donations 
can be made through the 
program website: www.
northeastgacasa.org.  

Georgia CASA
Georgia CASA is now 

entering year two of 
our statewide growth 
plan. The growth plan, 
developed in summer 
2015, was built largely on 
the foundation of what 
we (the CASA network) 
know works, what needs 
exist and what strategies 
will have the most impact 
on serving more abused 
and neglected children. 

As such, the basis of 
the plan was the response 
to one central question: 
What will it take to serve 

more children? The re-
sponses to this question 
were used to form the 
specific strategies includ-
ed in our growth plan:

l Targeted volunteer 
recruitment and engage-
ment efforts in regional 
areas of the state;

l Additional volunteer 
supervisory positions at 
several of our affiliate 
programs;

l Support for affiliate 
program management 
and resources for devel-
oping and transitioning 
affiliate programs;

l Strengthened Geor-

gia CASA support.
The overall goals of 

the growth plan include 
increasing the number 
of children with a CASA 
volunteer by 10 percent 
each year, over three 
years, for an overall in-
crease of 30 percent more 
children being served 
by a CASA volunteer at 
the end of the three-year 
period. 

The increase would 
translate into serving 
13,000 children with 3,200 
CASA volunteers at the 
end of fiscal year 2018. 

Highlights from year 

one included the follow-
ing:

l Implementation of 
volunteer recruitment 
campaigns in three re-
gions of the state;

l Additional supervi-
sory staff positions at six 
affiliate CASA programs;

l $550,000 raised in 
private funding;

l $750,000 increase in 
state funding specifically 
to increase capacity in 
Fulton and DeKalb coun-
ties as well as the state-
wide CASA network.

In fiscal year 2016, 
the number of chil-

dren served in Georgia 
reached over 10,000 for 
the first time in our 
history. More than 2,300 
CASA volunteers served 
children during this 
time. 

CASA anticipates 
seeing more increases 
in children served and 
CASA volunteers at the 
end of year two of our 
growth plan, and an-
nounces that Georgia 
CASA has received a 
statewide growth renew-
al grant from National 
CASA for $187,500 for 
year two.

CASA kicks off donor campaign, seeks volunteers

Submitted Photo
Many CASA volunteers helped to kick off this year’s donr campaign during the Toccoa-Stephens County Chamber of Commerce Business 
After Hours on Oct. 6.

Staff Reports

Research shows dental 
sealants to shield the back 
teeth could prevent up 
to 80 percent of cavities 
in school-aged children. 
They are quick, easy, and 
painless to apply — yet ac-
cording to a new Centers 
for Disease Control Vital 
Signs, about 60 percent 
of school children ages 
6-11 years don’t get dental 
sealants.

Dental sealants are 
a thin coating that is 
painted on teeth to protect 
them from cavities. One 
way to provide sealants 
to more children is by 
increasing their access 
to school-based sealant 
programs (SBSPs).

SBSPs are especially 
important for children 
from low-income families 
because such children 
are less likely to receive 
dental care. These pro-
grams target schools 

with a high percentage 
of children eligible for 
free or reduced-cost meal 
programs. As a result, 
SBSPs provide sealants 
to children who are at 
higher risk for cavities 
and less likely to receive 
preventive care.

“Many children with 
untreated cavities will 
have difficulty eating, 
speaking, and learning,” 
said CDC Director Tom 
Frieden, M.D., M.P.H. 

School-based dental 
sealant programs are 
high impact and low cost

Sealants provided 
in school settings are 
effective. Recent studies 
found that dental seal-
ants prevent 80 percent 
of cavities for two years 
after application and con-
tinue to protect against 50 
percent of cavities for up 
to 4 years after placement. 
They can be retained in 
the mouth for as long as 

nine years.
Key findings from the 

report include:
l About 43 percent of 

6- to 11-year-old children 
had a dental sealant. 
Low-income children 
were 20 percent less likely 
to have sealants than 
higher-income children.

l School-age children 
without sealants have 
almost three times more 
cavities than children 
with sealants.

l Applying sealants in 
school-based programs 
to the nearly 7 million 
low-income children who 
don’t have them could 
save up to $300 million in 
dental treatment costs.

Vital Signs is a report 
that appears as part of 
the CDC’s Morbidity and 
Mortality Weekly Report. 
Vital Signs provides the 
latest data and infor-
mation on key health 
indicators.

Child dental sealants work


