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On The Cover: Recent Suwannee High School graduate
Audrey Felknor is ready to compete at the world
championships for twirling.
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Fire up your creativity

From Live Oak twirler Audrey Felknor to
Distinguished Friend Genie Norman and
everyone in between, the summer heat has
nothing on the fiery passion our Currents
subjects show.

While Felknor is just a recent Suwannee
High graduate, she has jumped headfirst
into chasing her dream of performing
on some of the world’s biggest stages,
all the while twirling a baton and trying
not to get burned. That goal and hard
work and determination, combined with
some natural athletic ability too, will carry
Felknor to England in August for the world
championships before she returns to North
Florida and heads to ‘The Swamp’ as a
Gatorette this fall.

Just like Felknor expresses herself in front
of fans at a football game or judges at a
competition, Leanna Beartree has found
her mark in creating works of art through
pottery at her downtown Lake City gallery.
Her passion also has also provided healing
as she is able to remember and memorialize
her mother through some of her work.

Fredrick Vandyck is also a creator
and a bit of an artist, although in an
entirely different set of tools. Vandyck’s
masterpieces are produced with a welding
rod and horseshoes, producing one-of-a-

kind signs for businesses and individuals
alike.

But there may be nobody more creative
than Jeffrey A. Moore, who just moved to
Lake City last fall but is already making
a difference in the art community here.
Whether it’s painting or producing jewelry or
baking a cake or creating a resin tray, Moore
craves to let his creative juices flow and
does so in a wide variety of ways.

Norman’s passion, for years, has been
bettering the community. That desire to
make Columbia County — and the rest of
North Florida — better has meant sitting
on the board for The Foundation for Florida
Gateway College and raising funds for the
college and educational opportunities for our
youth.

So take some time on a hot summer day
to read about the
passion on display
here in Natural Florida
and ignite your own
creativity and find a
way to best express
yourself.

Jamie Wachter

Jamie Wachter | Editor
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200 years of faith and service under

the Florida sun

By CHRISTOPHER ESING

church in Columbia County having been first

organized in 1823. During its early years, services
were held at members’ homes until 1832 when the first
church sanctuary was built two miles northeast of its current
location on the banks of Alligator Lake. Abraham Isaac and
Ann Andrew Robarts are thought to be the progenitors
of the original Bethel congregation. Abraham was the son
of John Robarts, who was the first subscriber for the Old
Midway Methodist Church in Liberty County, Georgia,
in 1854. Having been raised in the faith, Abraham and
Ann were devout Methodists who followed Circuit Riders
into what would become Columbia County. Many of the
Circuit preachers from Georgia who ministered in Florida
first stopped at the Old Midway Church before leaving for
Florida on horseback. Abraham and Ann, along with other
Methodists from South Carolina and Georgia, came with
the preachers through the Wiregrass moving into Florida
and gathering together to found the first congregations in
the state. Among the early circuit riders of the area was Rev.
John L. Jerry. He was admitted into the Georgia Conference

B ethel United Methodist is believed to be the oldest
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'- Bethel Church at the turn of the

century before the front porch
was added. Notice the tables
for dinner on the ground.

in 1818 and sent soon after into the Florida territory. His
journeys brought him to Alligator, and he is the first recorded
pastor at Bethel.

The first convert of the church was Zachariah Randall
Robarts, who was accepted in 1824 upon his profession of
faith to Rev. Jerry. According to family records, Zachariah
had become sick and dependent upon his family. Wishing
to no longer be a burden to his loved ones, he turned to the
Bible and was miraculously healed after continuously reading
scripture. Having felt the power of God, Zachariah joined
Bethel and was instrumental in helping to grow the church
and built the original log sanctuary. Mrs. Martha Perry, who
attended the log church, described the building as being a
small cabin located on Alligator Lake. The pulpit and floor
were made of logs split in halves and pegs were put in half
logs for seats. The old graveyard was located next to the
church under a canopy of sprawling oaks and was considered
the oldest cemetery in Columbia County. The original church
was blown down in a hurricane in 1896 and the cemetery was
destroyed by real estate developers during the Florida Land
Boom in 1925.



The original log cabin church on Alligator Lake.

While there are no charter documents for the church,
several families are listed as founding members for Bethel
including Abram Isaac and Ann Andrew Robarts, Langley
and Mary Bryant, William and Devine Tyson Niblack,

S.L. Sparkman, James Bryant, John S. and Charity

Crews Goodbread, Charles H.B. and Ann Mary Robarts
Collins, Zachariah Randall and Mary Vinzant Hancock
Robarts, Arthur and Rebecca Bryant Robarts, and Elijah
Mattox. Other families that joined later included the

Cox, Goolsby, Pritchard, Price, Henry, Hunter, Perry,

and Fife families. A list of early converts to the church
included Harriet Sparkman Niblack (wife of William
Tyson Niblack), received in 1829; Mary A. Robarts (wife
of George Washington Robarts), received by baptism in
1830; Mary A. (Weatherington) Bryant, who professed
her faith in 1840; and Capt. Arthur Roberts, received in
1840 with an article of faith. Church records also note that
Tuestenuggee Methodist Church was first organized in the
home of Bethel member Charles H.B. Collins in 1846.

Few details remain of the earliest activities at Bethel,
but Rev. Isaac Boring’s diaries provide one of the rare
chronicles of preaching in Columbia County in the early
19th century. Boring records that he arrived in the area on
August 15, 1829, while traveling on his circuit. He crossed
the Santa Fe River by raft and headed toward Rocky Creek
where he preached at settlements along the way. He writes
that he had made an appointment with Brother Roberts

for a two-day meeting/revival to be held at Alligator. Another
early account of the Alligator congregation notes that Abraham
and Ann Robarts were visited by her brother, Bishop Osgood
Andrew, in 1832, and during his stay, he baptized several of

the Robarts children including William Henry Fitzgerald, John
C.C., and George Robarts. Church documents also record that
Mortimer Bingley Collins, son of Charles H.B. and Ann Mary
Robarts Collins, was born at Fort Lancaster in August 1836 in
the midst of an Indian attack during the Seminole Wars. Stories
handed down from church members note that during the years
of hostilities with the Seminoles, men stood guard during church
services and that children climbed the surrounding tree tops
searching for any sign of Indian activity during meetings.

" After Florida became a state in 1845,
the congregation outgrew the church
on Alligator Lake. At the time, the Old
Newnansville Road was built between
Alligator and Alachua County. It ran
into what was later Alachua St. as one
entered into Alligator Town. The road
eventually became Highway No. 2/441.
Because of the traffic along the road,
the congregation decided to move to
a new location in hopes of increasing
membership.”

After Florida became a state in 1845, the congregation outgrew
the church on Alligator Lake. At the time, the Old Newnansville
Road was built between Alligator and Alachua County. It ran
into what was later Alachua St. as one entered into Alligator
Town. The road eventually became Highway No. 2/441. Because
of the traffic along the road, the congregation decided to move to
a new location in hopes of increasing membership. They chose
property in the community of Goolsby, named for Thomas H.
Goolsby who first settled the area and established a post office
out of his home in 1839. The Goolsby homestead was a regular
stop for stagecoaches to rest and water their horses traveling
from Newnansville and surrounding areas. Part of the Goolsby
land was purchased by Captain Simeon Lewis Sparkman, who
then donated it to Bethel to build a new church. Construction
began in 1855 at its current site at the corner of Payne/Racetrack
Road and Highway 41/441. The first services were held in the
spring of 1856. Robert Cox donated the virgin timber for the
church, which he and his son-in-law, Thomas Strange, cut. G.C.
Mattox, one of the stewards of the church who served over 60
years, sawed the lumber at the Mattox Sawmill located four miles
south of the church. After the boards were cut and dried, Robert
Simeon Pritchard, the son-in-law of Simeon Sparkman, was
employed to construct the building along with his assistant Mark
Nichols. The exterior and pews were all hand dressed. The house
was then sealed by Henry Taylor. The outside was painted white,
and it became known by locals as the white church by the side of
the road. The surrounding area would later take its name from
the church and be known as the Bethel community.
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Former Pastors of Bethel

Some of the early pastors of Bethel United Methodist Church.

George E. Mattox and Sarah M Cox were the
first new members to join the church in 1857.
The cemetery was created in 1862 after Lt.
Thomas Strange was killed during the Civil War
and became the first person to be buried there.
He was followed by Wright B. Cox who died
in battle in the same year. Other soldiers soon
followed including several members of the Hunter
family. Nathan Hunter II died in 1864 after being
wounded at the Battle of St. Mary’s Bridge. He
was buried at the Frazier home nearby, but his
father, John Cureton Hunter, went to retrieve the
body to be buried at Bethel. On the trip, he caught
pneumonia and soon after succumbed to his
illness. John Hunter’s eldest son, Thompson Young
Hunter, died the following year in 1865. Sorrow
descended upon the families of many church
members. Four Robarts men died during the war
including Abraham Isaac Robarts in 1861, George
Washington Robarts Jr. in 1863 at Missionary
Ridge, Thomas Langley Robarts at Rock Island
Prison in 1864, and 15-year-old Charles Edwin
Robarts died in 1864 while tending to his grieving
mother. John C. Hill, the youngest son of Dr. J.H.
Hill, also died and was buried at Bethel while his
father was away.

Following the war, Rebecca Bryant Goolsby,
wife of Charles H. Goolsby and a descendant of
the original land owners, was interred in 1866.

The oldest person to be buried in the cemetery
was Stephen Sparkman who was born in 1782
and died in 1872. The second oldest person was
Sarah Hull Bryant who was born in 1787 and died
in 1867. Because of the number of losses during
the war, Mary Ann Worthington Bryant planted
a magnolia tree to provide shade and beauty for
visitors to the gravesides. It grew tall for over a
century becoming one of the landmarks of the
cemetery grounds. Captain Arthur Roberts also
planted the four cedar trees in the cemetery as
memorials “with humble thanks and praise for
God’s blessings, church, family, friends, neighbors,
and soldiers” The cemetery was expanded in
1871 when Stephen Sparkman donated two acres
of land. More land was added in 1919 when J.C.
and Delia Geiger donated two acres, and Walter
W. Davis deeded another acre in 1939. Families
initially took care of the cemetery, but at the turn
of the century, Robert H. Hadden cared for the
property until he was unable. Then his daughter
Mary and her husband Raymond Bedenbaugh
tended to the cemetery along with their children.
Later a fund was established through donations for
the continual upkeep of the Bethel Cemetery.
Over the years, Bethel has accepted more than
825 members into the church and congregation,
180 of those converts were brought into the fold
over the 19th Century. Another 480 members



Rev. William Henry Fitzpatrick Robarts, born in Columbia County, is pictured with wife Rosanna Gunnin
Robarts and children, William, Annie and John. Rev. Robarts is the only former preacher buried at Bethel.

joined Bethel in the 20th Century, and 120 have
been added since the turn of the millennium.
Throughout this period, Bethel evolved with
the times. Electric lights were added in 1938
allowing the church to forego kerosene lanterns
for their nighttime services. The front portico
and steps were built in 1940. The inside of the
church was painted for the first time in 1943
under the ministry of Brother Toole. A metal
shingle roof was added in 1954 and the inside
painted a soft shade of green under Rev. Ernest
B. Luttrell. The Sunday School rooms were built
in the 1950s. The Fellowship Hall was added in
the 1980s. The old church pews were replaced
with new ones in 1982. Henry and Dorothy
N. Jones donated land for the Bethel Church
Parsonage in 1989. A church sports pavilion
was added in 1993. The church erected the first
Florida State Historic Marker for Columbia
County in 1994. The first audio-sound system
was placed in the church and fellowship hall in
1996, and an outdoor cemetery directory was
added in 1997 mapping all of the graves.

What has made Bethel a special place over
the years are the people who helped establish a
rich heritage of faith and a loving and accepting
home within the church. Church historian and

“Throughout this period, Bethel
evolved with the times. Electric lights
were added in 1938 allowing the
church to forego kerosene lanterns
for their nighttime services. The front
portico and steps were built in 1940.
The inside of the church was painted
for the first time in 1943 under the
ministry of Brother Toole. A metal
shingle roof was added in 1954 and
the inside painted a soft shade of
green under Rev. Ernest B. Luttrell.”

member Aleen M. Havrid noted in her research that
“the pioneers of this community were blessed with
Gods love and guidance in making Bethel Church

a house of worship that has provided unbroken
service for almost two centuries. Traditionally, the
religious service at Bethel has been unchanged from
generation to generation. All day service was the
custom with a dinner spread, friends and neighbors
all partaking — spirits and bodies fed, they came

in joy, came in sorrow, seeking strength and grace.
Whatever the need, it was found in this hallowed
place” In addition to researching the early records
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Zacahariah Randall Robarts was the first convert of Bethel United Methodist Church.

of the church, Havrid worked to
collect the memories of many of
Bethel's members over the years, and
those reflections offer a glimpse into
the social and religious fabric of the
church and its congregation.

One such member was Marjorie
Jones Rutledge. When looking back at
her time in the church, she recalled “I
have been in Bethel off and on all of
my life, and as a child growing up, we
went to Bethel, Bethlehem, Hopeful,
and Roundtop Presbyterian. Churches
would meet once or twice a month,
and we would go to the ones having
service. I remember as a child, we
kids would walk the mile on Sunday
afternoon for Sunday School. Our
parents gave us a choice of going to
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church or staying home, and of course,
to church we went. We always looked
forward to Homecoming on the 3rd
Sunday in October. Everyone did a lot
of work to clean the church and the
cemetery to make it look good. Back
then, no one had lawnmowers, and
we would hoe and rake the sand to
get the weeds and grass out. It always
looked real nice when we finished. I
remember the wagon days and dinner
outside under the trees. We always
had a great group and plenty of food
— such good fellowship. We would
stay all afternoon sometimes and have
a sing. We used to make a wood keg
or tub of lemonade. Now, they would
think it would kill us to drink out of a
wash tub, but oh boy — how good it

was, hard to get enough. Times have
changed. We have a wonderful church,
padded seats. Then we had hard seat
benches and a pot belly heater. Now
we have lights, a/c, running water,
beautiful social hall, well equipped
kitchen, and have wonderful times. We
have come a long way, but the good
old days bring back so many fond

memories.”

“| remember as a child,
we kids would walk
the mile on Sunday

afternoon for Sunday
School. Our parents
gave us a choice of
going to church or
staying home, and
of course, to church
we went. We always
looked forward to
Homecoming on
the 3rd Sunday in

October. Everyone did

a lot of work to clean
the church and the
cemetery to make it

look good.”

Lena Bedenbaugh Burnsed also
offered her recollections of being
raised in the church. She noted “Bethel
is the most precious place on earth
to me. Mama and Daddy took all 13
of us children to Bethel every time
the door was open. Our home was
always open to the preachers. Brother
Nease would spend the night with us
on Saturday night. He didn’t eat fried
chicken, but he ate cold biscuits. He
took a nap on the front porch on the
floor. One Sunday night when we got
home after church, Daddy did a head
count and found we were one child
short. He hitched up the buggy and
went back to the church and found
Edwin on the back seat asleep. We also
had a (Epworth) league, and we would
go to various churches for different
functions. We had a Lemon Squeeze to
make money for expenses. Everybody
brought a lemon, and we would
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Forty members of the Home Demonstration Clubs of Columbia meet and have

dinner on the grounds at Bethel in 1941.

squeeze it, and guests paid a penny for
every seed. Then we made lemonade.
Everybody brought cookies or cake for
refreshments. We also had Measuring
Parties. Everybody paid 1 cent an inch
for our height. We didn’t get rich, but
we had a good time”

Looking back on his experiences at
church, Wayne Williams remembered
“as a young boy, I was a member of
Bethel. I sat on the second row behind
the center post, dodging that post, I
find myself dodging the same post
today. As far as some of the things
that I recall as a young boy, we would
go to the bridge to relieve ourselves.
We did not have indoor plumbing.
Our only source of water was the old
pitcher pump that everyone used. I
am also reminded of the old days of
the Men’s Brother Hood. This was a
group of men that had projects for
helping someone. They helped my
brother Gerald to get started in the
ministry from which he has now
retired. In years past, I remember the
large windows with no screen. You
would raise the window up to the
level you wanted, and you would put
a wood peg in a hole to hold up the

“One Sunday
night when we
got home after
church, Daddy

did a head count
and found we
were one child

short. He hitched
up the buggy
and went back to
the church and
found Edwin on
the back seat
asleep.”

window. When I was a young teenager,
Mrs. Donna Payne played the piano.
She was a person like Betty Jones.

She would always be there to play
unless she could not make it. There
were times she would play when she
was not in good health. As a young
boy, our preacher was Rev. Toole. He
was a preacher that loved to sing. He
would sing as long as the members
would allow. We would have revivals
that went from Sunday night through
Saturday night, and the spirit of God
was in that old church, Bethel. Over
the years, as always, we would have
Homecoming/Dinner on the Ground.
People came from everywhere —
member and non-member alike. The
women of Bethel were and still are the
best cooks in the country. It seems as
though each woman had their own
special dish they would cook. It was set
up on wood tables outside as we did
not have the Fellowship Hall as we do
now. We would stand around cars and
trucks and eat our dinner. It seems that
the Lord blessed us most of the time
with good weather. Of course, all the
small kids would play during this time.
Then later years as I had gotten older,

CURRENTS | Summer 2023 | 13



we would go back in the church and sing for
an hour or two. Some people would take the
time to speak about things of the church and
things of their own lives. It was a great time,
and I enjoyed the singing as I love to sing
myself”

“As a young boy,
our preacher was
Rev. Toole. He was a
preacher that loved
to sing. He would
sing as long as the
members would
allow. We would have
revivals that went
from Sunday night
through Saturday
night, and the spirit
of God was in that
old church, Bethel.”

Reminiscing on his early experiences at
Bethel, Rev. W.M. Mike Wright recalled that,
“as a child we traveled from Jacksonville
every year to come to Homecoming. All
of mother’s brothers and sisters and their
families would be there, and my grandmother
would be there along with numerous other
relatives. The church service was reserved for
the ‘older' folks, and we children were left to
play outdoors while carefully tended to by the
younger mothers. I can remember running
through the cemetery playing and hearing
some black frocked preacher giving the devil
his due through the wide-opened windows
while the congregation fanned with funeral
home fans. After the service, the women
would come out of the church, and I would
be introduced as Freddie Nell’s boy at which
time some heavy-set woman would give me
this big, seemingly endless hug. As soon as she
let go, there would be another who would say
‘and you are Freddie Nell’s boy' and here we go
again. Little did I know that I would one day
have the honor of serving as this wonderful
old church’s pastor”

14 | CURRENTS | Summer 2023

The cemetery and church at Bethel.




Bethel United Methodist Church women Irene Porter, Marian Waldron, Betty Jo Leslie, Grace Richter, Shirley Williams,

Ann Thrasher, Margie Rutledge, Elaine Denmark, Donna Hyde, Eleanor Estees, June Olson, Jane North, and Jan Hogan.

Bethel sponsored many events over
the years for the youth. Irene Porter
fondly remembered the annual
Children’s Day events that dated back
to the early 1900s in which the Sunday
School children put on a pageant and
play for visitors. Porter recalled “I did
these activities for many years with
my mother, Ethel Kinard, who was the
Sunday School Superintendent and
Leader of Programs. I also remember
coming to church in a wagon driven by
my father, George Kinard. Sometimes,
we would walk the miles from home
to church. All of my memories of
Bethel are fond. When I was in my

“The church service was
reserved for the ‘older’ folks,
and we children were left to
play outdoors while carefully

tended to by the younger

mothers. | can remember
running through the cemetery

playing and hearing some
black frocked preacher giving
the devil his due through the
wide-opened windows while
the congregation fanned with

funeral home fans.”

A portrayal of the ‘Last Supper’at Bethel with actors Wayne Williams, Todd Denmark,
Chris Williams, Ken Tibbits, Scott Denmark, Ken Hamilton, and Wesley Faris.

teens, I especially enjoyed nighttime
church, and the United Methodist
Youth Fellowship under the direction
of Esta Mae Bedenbaugh. At that

time, we were all meeting at Bethel

one Sunday, then Pleasant Grove,
Columbia City, and Siloam on different
Sundays. All the youth really enjoyed
the fellowship.”

As the youth of the church grew up
with each other, it was not uncommon
for young people to fall in love with
other members at the church. Ruth
Hunter Robarts reminisced fondly that
“Bethel is the dearest spot in the world
to me. I remember wanting to come to

el
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church when I was young, partly to see Wash (Robarts) spread from end to end under the oak trees.
because Mama wouldn't let me ‘date’ I always got real I especially remember my grandmother,
thirsty at church, so Wash would pump water for me. Agnes Jones, setting up her box lunch.
We did most of our courting in church?” She made the most delicious dishes. She
i 4 Food and fellowship were the most common was always asked by others if she brought
\ R memories shared by the congregation. Jack R. Herndon chicken and dumplings, pound cake, and
7 £ reminisced, “I remember going to Bethel church in carrot cake. She always made sure that
Q. the early 1920s with the family. Grandma Herndon they had some of her cooking. Sometimes
: > would have a large chest full of food. After the church she would make sure that they took some
N e service, we would all have a picnic on the tables on the home with them that day. I also have fond
ﬁ ‘_-’*" northwest side of the church” Clarice Wood Morrell memories of Aunt Betty Jones playing the
% - also recalled that her mother, Leila Jones Wood, and piano every Sunday. She is lovingly referred
A | : uncle, Rufus Jones, grew up attending Bethel, joining in to as my ‘second mother’ I remember the
1914 and 1917. Her grandmother was a Sunday School cemetery and church cleaning that was done
P teacher there for many years. She remembered that “on
o 7 days that dinner was served on tables in the church yard
after church service, Grandma would get up very early
to prepare the food she carried to church for the noon
\ meal. She baked cakes and cookies, vegetables, and
meat. Grandma and Grandpa were good neighbors to
386.752.1822 the people of the Bethel Community. Grandma would
go and take care of sick people. Many times, she assisted
78\ FLORIDA GATEWAY when a baby was born in the community”
\JJ / coLLeGEe The biggest feast day of the year was the annual

Homecoming. At the 1933 Bethel Homecoming,
Fraction of the cost newspapers noted that a large crowd gathered to hear
the program and eat the sumptuous basket dinners
compored to other prepared by the ladies as well as large quantities of
col |eges. Flexibilify barbequed meat that several of the men faithfully
of in-person a nd cooked to provide for the occasion. Features of the
program were music, a reading of the history of the
church, and a sermon by Brother Sam Scott filled with
matched with spiritual power, followed by Brother E. E. Steinmeyer
the convenience who spoke on prohibition. Homecomings allowed
friends and loved ones to see each other every year even

online classes

of one-on-one

. after many had moved far away. Elaine Jones Denmark L . S atatacsas i
assistance for all looked back on these times fondly. She reminisced that X : “W X< o
your educational “as a small child, long wooden tables with food were > & — o TV i

Jack Herndon and Kurt Havrid at te dedication of he

needs from A-Z!
State Historic Marker in 1994.
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Bethel at Christmas Time.

“As the youth of the church
grew up with each other,
it was not uncommon for
young people to fall in love
with other members at the
church. Ruth Hunter Robarts
reminisced fondly that
“Bethel is the dearest spot in
the world to me. | remember
wanting to come to church
when | was young, partly to
see Wash (Robarts) because
Mama wouldn't let me ‘date.’
| always got real thirsty at
church, so Wash would pump
water for me. We did most of
our courting in church.”

before every Homecoming. Everyone wanted to
make sure that Bethel was shining for her special
day. I look now at the congregation on Sunday
and feel so blessed to see my former Sunday
School teachers as well as childhood friends still
in attendance. Bethel is my family, and I thank
the Lord for letting me be part of Bethel”

The congregation at Bethel was, and is, a family.
Looking back over his years as a member of
Bethel, Al Williams was flooded with memories
of the good times and bad as well as friends and
loved ones. He noted “I recall the Sunday School
classes with Bessie Nettles, Louise Colley, and
Pearl Bedenbaugh. I remember my first part in
our Christmas play. I recall homecomings of the
past as if they were yesterday, and I remember
all of the people that would come year after year
for Homecoming. One of my fondest memories
is how after we finished eating and playing,
everyone would gather back inside the church
and sing. I can see my Daddy, Guy Williams,
my cousins, Roy Hunter, Lem Owens, Leslie
Owens, and many mothers singing with Miss
Donnie Payne playing the piano and Mr. George
Adams or Mr. Carl Dobbs leading the singing.

I remember the yearly revival; it was either the
week before or after homecoming. One year, I
fell asleep on the first row. I started talking in
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my sleep. I hollered out for my brother, Wayne, to

get a bucket of water and throw on the fire. Boy, the
Preacher, V.J. Ragsdale, must have been preaching a
real fire and brimstone sermon for me to have done
that. There are so many memories for me, but the most
precious are the memories of how Bethel has shaped
my life. I've been taught that God is with me every
day. I've seen preachers, members, and nonmembers
come and go, but all I have to do is look around, and

I know God is here and will always be here. The fond
memories of those Joneses, the Bedenbaughs, the
Kinards, the Witts, the Adamses, the Griffins, and all
the others that I love and have always respected. Most
of all, my dearest Mother, Irma Robarts Williams, and
my dearest Daddy, Guy G. Williams. I hope and pray
that the young people will have fond memories like
mine, but most of all, I pray that they will one day say
that they were also blessed to be part of Bethel”

The memories of Bethel’s congregation reflect a
church that has shined bright for more than two
centuries in the Florida sun. Its earliest members
gathered together and established a church on their
shared faith and love of God. Those early pioneers
were pillars of faith, love, family and fellowship. In
their daily lives, they honored God, helped their fellow
man, and laid the foundations of their beliefs that
has been passed down from one generation to the
next. The history of Bethel church is one that has seen
many changes over the years, but what has remained
a constant is the heart of its congregation and the
open arms with which they have welcomed friends
and strangers. Bethel has provided a place of refuge
for those who are lost and a home to those who have
been saved. As Bethel enters into its bicentennial,
the church continues to grow in love and faith, and
through God’s glory, it will continue to serve as a
beacon and light in which future generations can find
hope and salvation.
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BETHEL UNITED

METHODIST CHURCH
PREACHERS

For much of its early history, Bethel was serviced by
Circuit preachers. There are few records of pastors
before 1860, however, those recorded include:

- Rev. John L. Jerry (1824) - Rev. Robert Huren (1840)
- Rev. J.M. Bradley (1829) - Rev. James Huren (1841).

After 1860, the church has a complete record of
its pastors including:

- J.W. Williams (1860) - A.B. Bowen (1927)

-W.D. Davis (1865) - R.E.L. Folsom (1928)

- J.W. Jackson (1867) -W.N. Herndon (1929)

- James P. DePass (1870) - Charlie H. Voss (1930)

-T.K. Leonard (1871) -T.B. Kemp, F.P. McCall (1932)

- Samuel E. Phillips (1873) - R.A. Shelby (1933)

-W.M. Watts (1877) - A. A. Godrey (1934)

-W.C. Collins (1878) - Walter Jefferson Nease (1936)
- Thomas Joseph Phillips (1881) - Paul Wagner (1939)

- C.G. Fife (1883) - John Adams, F.P. McCall (1940)
-Thomas S. Armistad (1883) - H.T. Toole (1941)

- Julius S. Collier (1885) - C.M. Sappington (1949)

- W.M. Watts (1887) - JohnT. Adams (1950)

- Julius D. Rogers (1888) - Francis C. Smelt (1951)

- Wm. Henry Fitzpatrick Robarts (1889) - H.D. Carr (1952)

- Samuel Scott (1892) - Ernest B. Luttrell (1953)

- Thomas Joseph Phillips (1894) - Otis Alshire (1961)

- Charles Wesley Innman (1894) -T.M. Goff (1963)

- T. Bishop (1895) - C.B. Davis (1964)

- George P. Parker (1889) - Louis Leigh (1969)

- Samuel Scott (1901) - Charles Rogers Sr. (1970)

- Julius S. Collier (1902) - Marvin Buckner (1972)

- Theodore Lafyles Zabud Barr (1903) - Rush Severence (1974)

- R.C. McWilliams (1905) - Ira Conley (1976)

- EL. Crowson (1906) - C. Richard Jones (1977)

- M.0. Williams (1908) - Delbert King (1978)

- Thomas Williams (1911) - John Frederick Danielson (1980)
- J.F Clark (1914) - Alfred H. Tracy (1983)

- W.V. Bethea (1915) - AlVogt (1984)

- J.E. Shepard (1916) - Donald Ray Dalton (1985)

- H.C. Rogers (1916) - John R. DeRuyter (1989)

- L. Glazier (1918) - Dennis Bryan Simpson (1991)
- W.L. Nelson, J.B. Rooney (1919) - Erle Leslie Prevatt (1994)

- Outland, W.L. Nelson, R.A. Selby (1919) - William Michael Wright (1997)
- Joe Barton (1920) - Kenneth Hamilton (2000)
-S.T. Duchworth (19210 - Melanie Fierbaugh (2010)

- H.M. Harrison (1922) - Deborah Wright McKown (2011)
- E.L. Roy (1923) - Glenda Ray Jones Brayman (2015)
- PA. Black (1925) - Ben Richards (2017)

- C.M. Cottton, D.C. Carn (1926) - Louis Trembly (2019)
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Leanna Beartree’s Sunflower
cups are in memory of her
mother.

How Leanna Beartree is teaching healing in art

BY MORGAN MCMULLEN

quite well in the field of therapy. After all, her art —
particularly her clay sculpting — is sort of a window into
her healing process from the daily stresses of life.

It doesn’t show up in just her sculpting, which is readily
available at her art gallery, Beartree Pottery, located at 128
NW Veterans St. in downtown Lake City. Her painting has
become therapeutic for her. She connects the healing power
of honest expression with the freedom she feels around a
lump of clay. And she wants to share that personal power
with Lake City.

Beartree hasn't been at it long, at least in the grand scheme
of things. Roughly eight years is all it took to turn her from
adrift college student to practicing artist. Her journey took
her across the country and back to Florida, picking up
techniques and strategies along the way to pass on to adult
and child students alike.

“Art is just the perfect thing for when you're going through
anything,” she said. “I use it when something good happens,
when something bad happens, when I'm confused, when I'm

If Leanna Beartree wasn't an artist, she might've done
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anxious.
“Anything like that, I can turn to art”

FINDING HER MEDIUM
Originally from Oviedo, Beartree wasn’t always destined for
this path. She and her husband, Rheed, attended Florida State
University, where she originally studied interior design. From
there, however, nothing else was mapped out in front of her.
“I had the meltdown like we all do in college and was like, ‘T
don’t want to do this with my life,” Beartree said.
Her professors tried to convince her to stay in the program,
however, because of one major thing they each
said they saw in her: a knack for artistry.
“I had, what they said my strengths
were, was my artistic view of
everything,” she said. “There wasn’t
another person in the program
that was as artistic-minded and
creative-minded as I was”
Beartree decided to take that




“Clay isn’t like that,” she said. “It is such a slow
working medium... You kind of have to let the
clay do its thing and let go sometimes. And I was
not very good at letting go.

“It wasn’t until I realized that it doesn’t have
to be perfect to be beautiful that then, all of the
sudden, I was like, ‘Oh my gosh, it was me, I
was the problem’... If you're not centered, you
can’t get centered on the (spinning) wheel. I was
too much in my own head, thinking about what
it should be instead of focusing on the present
moment of just being there with the clay”

For Beartree, that was the biggest hurdle in
shaping her own view of the medium. Now she
just needed to spread that mindfulness to others.

SHARING HER JOY

After moving around a bit to Colorado and
South Florida, Leanna and Rheed found
themselves in St. Augustine. Rheed is a Live Oak
native and, when the couple had their daughter,
Luna, they decided to move back to the area a
little over a year ago. Recently having taught at
Suwannee High School, Beartree said she and
Rheed got to talking about how sad it was that
students don’t have many outlets or opportunities
to practice art in that kind of setting once they
graduate.

““How wonderful would it be to give adults
that joy back of a creative outlet again?” she
remembers Rheed asking her. However, Beartree

Leanna Beartree said art can help her through
anything that happens — good or bad.

advice while still stepping away from interior
design, instead focusing her efforts to channel
that artistic stride, switching up her major to art

in the process w.hile getting on track to earn a | J u S't | Oved th e
master’s degree in art education. :
.Ori'ginally, 'Beartree s%lidf her main s}rengths I d ea t h a t yo u
lied in drawing and painting. It wasn’t until she
took.a pottery class that she fell in love with the h ave -t h 1S | um p
medium.
Even if it was an imperfect love.
“I was like, Tve got this, 'm gonna be so great,” th at came fro m
she remembers thinking. “And I was awful.
Absolutely so terrible” th S g roun d 1 an d
Shed never worked with clay before, but that
single class convinced her to pursue it regardless. th en yo u g et to
“I just became obsessed with it,” Beartree said. b h
“I just loved the idea that you have this lump e t e p erson
that came from the ground, and then you get to
be the person that helps shape it into something th at h S | pS ) h d p e
beautiful. It just wasn’t beautiful yet” on © c
Yet it into something
Beartree spent hours outside the classroom : :
studying, molding, shaping, sculpting. It wasn't be au 't | fu | : |t J u St
like painting or drawing, she said, where you : :
can carefully plan each step of the process and wasn t b eau 't | 'Fu |
adjust along the way until you have your finished
product.
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Leanna Beartree offers pottery sessions at her gallery.
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took it more as a prodding than a question.

“He’s been pushing me for years,” Beartree said.
“He’s like, ‘It combines everything you love. You get
to focus on your own pottery, you'll still be teaching,
but you get to teach people that want it and want to
learn and want to evolve or use some sort of therapy
or whatnot.”

Beartree’s father, Jaime Arroyo, was another pillar
that helped steady her ladder on the way up.

“My dad likes to say he was the first investor in
Beartree Pottery, because he was the one who bought
me my first wheel eight years ago,” she said. “He has
always been my No. 1 fan.

“Honestly, I've been super blessed.”

These conversations had been happening for the
better part of a decade by that point. But this time,
when that topic came up, Beartree saw a path forward
with it when a storefront next to Amazing Graze
opened up for a buyer.

“The stars aligned for it to be able to work out,” she
said. “Then we were just pedal to the metal... just
trying to get it all together”

If you're not
centered, you can't
get centered on the

(spinning) wheel. |
was too much in my
own head, thinking

about what it should
be instead of focusing
on the present
moment of just being
there with the
clay.

STRONG SUPPORT

Beartree had her fears. She remembers being a
little hesitant to make the leap from simply wanting
this outlet to teach and create art to actually
fulfilling that role at her own significant risk. She
said she wouldn’t have been able to follow through
on those dreams without her own support system.

“From my family, from (Rheed’s) family, from him,
all these loving people around me,” she said. “I'm still
terrified, you know? It’s scary... Are you going to —
even if you are successful — handle this success in
a way that is going to be sustainable. But mainly, it’s




excitement. A little bit of fear, but mainly just elated
and happy that I get the opportunity to do this, and
I get to do it with my family. That was one of the
biggest things that pushed us to do this full time?”

In her gallery, Beartree offers mugs, planters, and
jewelry on top of her pottery sessions, which can
range in expertise and scale from a fun parent-child
instruction to a whole party of sculpting, and going
up to full-on pottery classes.

Beartree has already noticed the interest in her Lake
City gallery. She said she’s found the community
supportive and willing to spread the word on her
work.

“There’s not been one person that I've talked to
about what I'm doing here and them being like, ‘Oh,
that’s lame, or whatever,” she said. “Everyone’s just
super stoked and super excited to have something else
to do and to do creatively without having to drive an
hour and a half or two hours or whatever to be able
to have an experience like this and get your hands
dirty, when you can really get muddy and actually
create something with the mud, or just splash around.
It really has been wonderful. I've felt a lot of support

Mugs and planters are offered at Beartree Pottery.

here” HEALING CREATION
When she’s not manning her booth at the growers Beartree has her favorites among her own art, of course. Her
and makers market every other weekend downtown, sunflower mugs, for example, reflect some of the heaviest grief she
she’s filling custom orders or teaching classes on her had to carry in her life. Her mother, Doris, passed away about a year
own terms back at the gallery. and a half ago. Beartree was devastated, saying she grappled with the
“I'm just so thankful,” she said. fallout of her passing.

“She was my best friend,” Beartree said. “I struggled for a while.
Usually, when I'm grieving or going through something, I do
paintings in order to deal with my feelings. But I couldn’t paint when
it came to her. I don’t know why”

Beartree questioned if it was too soon or if there were too many
emotions involved for that medium. Still, she knew she needed
something to commemorate Doris’ memory.

“Her favorite flower is sunflowers,” Beartree said. “I did her
urn, and it was all sunflowers and everything. So I started
doing the sunflower cups, and they take an exuberant
amount of time, way longer than I probably
should be spending on one piece. But 'm
spending hours on it”
The time spent with her sunflower cups is
never wasted though.

“It’s my favorite thing because it’s her, you
know?” Beartree said. “She would like that
she’s the most time-consuming. She was

such a personality. And when you talked with
her, you would spend hours talking with her,
so it makes sense”

PLANNING AHEAD
Beartree has a fairly comprehensive map in
her head for the future of Beartree Pottery.
She wants to open a bigger teaching side to
her gallery, to expand her storefront into a
tull-blown studio.
“I would love to expand to have a studio
space where people in the community can
come,” she said. “Basically just like if you
were paying to go to the gym, same kind of
CURRENTS | Summer 2023 | 25




Leanna Beartree hopes to extend the teaching side of her gallery.

| guarantee that you'll
make something,
and you end up with
something that you can

bring home and sit on

your shelf that you can

either laugh about or
be proud about.

membership. You come when we're open hours, and you get

to bring your own clay, create your own creations. Then I can
just offer all the services. Obviously, I'd still do classes, because,
selfishly, it’s one of my favorite parts.”

Still, she knows not everybody is all-in on self-expression
through clay. Maybe other art mediums that are a little less
messy. But Beartree would still have those folks over to try to
persuade them regardless.

“If you're making a fool, youre making a fool of yourself, and
it’s with someobdy else that you care about,” she said. “No one
else is going to judge you.

“I guarantee that you’ll make something, and you end up with
something that you can bring home and sits on your shelf that
you can either laugh about or be proud about.”
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The community support for Beartree Pottery has been
noticed by Leanna Beartree.
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Vandyck combines welding,
horseshoes into artwork

By TONY BRITT

dominant trait in the DNA of Fredrick Vandyck.
Although he does countless jobs as a welder, he also
manages to find time to create unique home decor pieces as
well as teach others the skills that are needed for success in
the technical field.

Vandyck, who recently celebrated his 46th birthday, is a
resident of O’Brien. He has been welding for about 35 years.
Vandyck has been welding since he was 11 years old, after

being inspired by his older brother’s friend.

“Growing up as a kid, I always saw my older brother’s best
friend come to the house on his lunch break and he would
always be driving a really, really crazy looking car — like half
worked on and the other half all messed up,” Vandyck said.
“No matter what he looked like, his clothes were always tore
up, but he would always have money in his pocket. I used to
look at that and say, “This is what [ want to be. I want to be
able to be dirty, but always be self sufficient.”

Once he entered the field of welding and became a

The passion of creating and sharing appears to be a
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Fredrick Vandyck holds up a
‘Welcome'sign that he made out of
horseshoes while standing in front
of some of his other creations.

professional, Vandyck was able to turn the skills he learned
for work into a craft where he could let his imagination guide
him to a broader creator with a welding torch.

Vandyck moved to O’Brien from Illinois about three
years ago. He said he began welding home decor items as a
extension of his regular welding work.

“Once I started doing welding and started my own business,
I realized that I could do other things, more than just weld,”
he said, noting that his work affords him the opportunity to
handle jobs at different times. “I'm always free. I always have
some free time and then I started thinking about horseshoes.
I could do stuff with horseshoes”

He said in Florida, it appears that lots of people seem to like
to purchase antiques and old-school items and he wanted to
create items incorporating horseshoes.

After gleaning some tips from videos on YouTube, Vandyck
began practicing and soon he was making home decor items
featuring horseshoes as the main component.

“I started trying it and putting my own flair on it and that’s



how they took oft,” he said.

After showing some of his pieces to
his neighbor, the neighbor encouraged
Vandyck to attend some shows as a
vendor.

“The first time I went, I did not sell a
single thing,” he said.

However, a silver lining appeared at
the end of the day that encouraged his
venture.

Vandyck met a woman as he was
packing up for the day, who said she
had no money but offered to give him
a tent in exchange for one of his ‘Home
Sweet Home’ signs and an extra $50
since he had no tent.

“I needed a tent if I was going to be
going to these shows, so I did. We
made that trade and I still have that
tent today;” he said, noting he began
creating his custom pieces of home
decor featuring the horseshoes three
years ago. “The welding part always
still comes, but I wanted something
different to keep me busy and
interested and so that’s how I got into
those pieces”

Fredrick Vandyck goes through a 55-gallon drum of horseshoes in about three weeks to create his signs and decor.

“We have an
old barn that |
use horseshoes
to make fringes
on it. | always

played with
horseshoes, but

| just got into
it more when |
realized | could
make signs and

stuff with them.”

Vandyck said he was attracted to
putting his personal touch and flair on
the pieces with horseshoes.

“Everything I do, I always make sure
I put my own signature on it,” he said.
“Even with the welding, everybody can
put down a bead, but I don’t have to
sign it. My welding, I can always come
back 20 years later and know I welded
that. Everything I do, I always try to
put my own touch on it”

Vandyck said he decided to work
with horseshoes because Florida and
Kentucky are the major states that are
nestled with a lot of horses.

He said a lot of people he worked for
had an abundance of horseshoes and
wanted to know whether he could do
something with them.

“We have an old barn that I use
horseshoes to make fringes on it,” he
said. “T always played with horseshoes,
but I just got into it more when I
realized I could make signs and stuft
with them.

Using the horseshoes, Vandyck
makes ‘Welcome Home’ and ‘Home




Sweet Home’ signs. He's also created
specialized signs out of horseshoes for
businesses and he even creates some
pieces signs with people’s names out of
horseshoes.

He said he’s even created pieces with
the name of a customer’s child out of
the horseshoes that were used to shoe
their horses.

“I make anything,” Vandyck said.

“In the front of our house, I have ‘“The
Vandycks’ written in horseshoe, so

it glows at night so everybody can
see it. At night, even if you can’t see
the address, you can still see “The
Vandycks.”

Not exactly sure of how many
horseshoes he uses in a year as he
creates the different pieces of decor, art
work and sculptures, Vandyck knows
it’s a rather large amount.

“Let’s just say the guy gives me
55-gallon drums full, which probably
there is probably anywhere from
10,000-20,000 horseshoes, aluminum
and steel,” he said. “I can probably run
through that in about three weeks””

Vandyck also teaches a virtual
welding class and constantly reminds
his students to take their time and
make sure they weld things correctly.
He applies the same process, mentality
and commitment in creating and
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Fredrick Vandyck has created signs for businesses out of horseshoes and signs with people’s names on them.

"Every place | go
everybody always
says, ‘I'm so glad |
came to this booth,
because your stuff is
amazing.” | get a lot
of awesome reactions
where everybody is
blown away when
they see the pieces.”

completing his work.

“When I first started, sometimes it
took me a day;” he said of completing
pieces. “Now, sometimes it takes me
about 30 minutes”

Vandyck is a regular at arts and crafts
shows and takes pride in sharing the
pieces that he’s created through his
welding.

He said he likes selling his creations
to different people that he meets at the
shows.

“I get this saying all the time, ‘Oh my
God, I've never seen anything like this
before’ or ‘Oh my God, your stuft is
amazing,” Vandyck said of customers’

reactions to the hand-created and

welded pieces. “Every place I go
everybody always say, Tm so glad I
came to this booth, because your stuft
is amazing. I get a lot of awesome
reactions where everybody is blown
away when they see the pieces”

Last year Vandyck sold nearly $13,000
worth of his pieces at different events,
venues and settings.

Now that he is established and known
for creating pieces with the horse
shoes, Vandyck hasn’t yet decided what
challenge as that he wants to take on
next.

“I am good where I'm at now with the
welding,” he said. “I'm good there. 'm
comfortable. The only part that I was
really, really wanting to get into was
the teaching part and I've got that as
well, so I would hate for this trade to
die”

Vandyck admitted some people are
afraid of the fire, arcs and getting
burned while welding.

“If you trade that, basically you never
will go hungry;” he said.

In the near future, more of Vandyck’s
work will be available for public
consumption, as he and his wife plan
to bring people onto their property,
showing off their animals and
providing camping space.
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GIVINGIT A
wirl!

Baton carrying Felknor to
bigger, international stages

High graduate is ready to shine, globally.

At the IBTF Nationals Cup and World
Championships in Liverpool, England, in August,
Audrey Felknor and the All-Stars Twirling Academy
will be making their world championship debut.

The global scale will be just the start for increased
attention for Felknor, who will also start performing
this fall as a Gatorette at the University of Florida.

They are the culmination of years of work, and the
realization of a recent goal that with every toss of the
baton, Felknor could soar higher.

“T was like, TIf I want to go farther with this, I need to
get out there and step out of my comfort zone and try
new things,” Felknor said of her decision in the fall
of 2021 to try and join the All-Stars. “That’s when I
decided to go bigger”

In a sport known for uniformity, a recent Suwannee

SMALL BEGINNINGS

Before she knew she wanted to go big, Felknor’s start
in twirling began small. As a fourth-grader with a
background in dance, Felknor saw her friends enjoying
a different sport: twirling. So she decided to try it, too.

While it is carrying her to England and the
Southeastern Conference, it wasn’t exactly love at first
sight — or throw.

Rather, there were “some ups and downs,” Felknor
admitted. She performed during competitions for two
years with Twirling by Kary before she decided shed
had enough.

“I was like, T don’t want to do this anymore. I'm done,”
she said, adding there was also the added challenge of a
southpaw having to learn how to perform right-handed
since that is how the majority of twirling is done.

Audrey Felknor, who graduated from Suwannee High in May, will
compete at the world championships for twirling in August with her
team, the All-Stars Twirling Academy out of Middleburg.

By JAMIE WACHTER

Photos by Behold Photography by
Lori and Paul Buchanan.

But she wasn’t completely finished. She still practiced
some at home by herself, just not for competitions or
with a team.

That all changed a few years later when high school
and the lure of the Friday night lights brought Felknor
and her baton back out of the shadows.

As a freshman, Felknor’s serious pursuit of twirling
was put into motion.

“I really love the team and I love performing on Friday

Audrey Felknor began twirling in the fourth grade, wanting
to join friends in trying out the sport.
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nights,” Felknor said, adding her years of dancing
helped as the routines involve dance, just with a
baton in hand. “T always thought it would be cool to
do it on a bigger scale, more people, bigger facility.
That’s what I'm doing?”

"I really love the
team and | love
performing on
Friday nights. |
always thought it
would be cool to
do it on a bigger
scale, more
people, bigger
facility. That's
what I'm doing.”

CHASING THE DREAM

Enjoying the performances at Langford Stadium
on Friday nights, Felknor started to dream about
performing on a larger scale.

So even when football season ended, and practice
for the majorettes usually stopped, Felknor
continued to work with Kary Black. Every week,
whether it was in the gym at SHS or the courtyard at
the school, Felknor kept practicing throughout the
school year, honing her skills.

“That’s when I was like, ‘T want to go bigger,” she
said.

During that time, Felknor also added a nerve-
wracking skill to her routine. At the end of summer
camps with Twirling by Kary, Black would introduce
the campers to fire batons. They would have the
opportunity to hold them and practice doing it.

At Bulldog Bash during Suwannee’s homecoming
activities her freshman year, Felknor transitioned
from practicing it to performing it. She’s been doing
it ever since, although the nerves never really leave.
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Audrey Felknor started to get more interested in twirling as a freshman at Suwannee
High, when she joined the school’s majorettes.

As she performed throughout high school, Audrey Felknor started thinking about
bigger stages.
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Audrey Felknor first performed with fire batons for a crowd at the Bulldog
Bash before homecoming her freshman year at Suwannee High.

“It’s still nerve wracking even after I've done
it how many years,” she said. “You have to keep
it going. You can't just hold it because then the
flames will go up your arms. So you have to think
while you're doing it to keep it moving, don't drop
it on the ground and light the field on fire at the
homecoming game.”

Felknor also pushed past the nerves to chase
after that goal of going bigger.

Following a camp with the SHS majorettes
during her junior year, another camper’s mom
offered to reach out to June Stoeber with the
All-Stars, the Middleburg-based gym that also
has groups in Gainesville, Macclenny and Lake
Butler.

With introductions out of the way, all that : -
was left was for Felknor to find the right fit. Audrey Felknor joined the All-Stars Twirling Academy team during her junior year,
She attended a class in both Gainesville and competing with the team at nationals last summer.

Macclenny before settling on Gainesville as her
home gym.
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during last summer’s nationals meet in Indiana.

“You have to keep
it going. You can't
just hold it because
then the flames will
go up your arms. So
you have to think
while you're doing
it to keep it moving,
don’t drop it on the
ground and light the
field on fire at the
homecoming game.’
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Training at different gyms, Audrey Felknor said team-building activities helped the All-Stars come together in time to qualify for worlds

A couple of familiar faces, including the camper
that offered the opportunity, helped seal the deal.
“It’s smaller and I already kind of knew one of

the girls,” she said. “That really helped”

GOING TO NATIONALS

While finding her footing in Gainesville
throughout the competition season in 2021-22,
last summer offered a new challenge.

In preparation for the USA and World Twirling
Championships at the University of Notre Dame
last July, the various pockets of All-Stars had to
come together as one.

“It was really hard at first,” Felknor said, adding
that at times during the competition season the
various gyms would compete against each other.
“We didn’t know each other. At first, we didn’t
really feel like a team. It felt like we all were just
getting together, twirling together and then going
home.”

So Stoeber instituted some team-building
exercises, including “secret sisters.” Plus, there
were the constant practices, three to four a week.


www.fgu.edu

By the time the All-Stars reached
South Bend, Indiana, they were a
team and brought a home a runner-up
finish to qualify for this year’s world
championships.

It was a first for the All-Stars.

"It was really
hard at first.
We didn’t know
each other. At
first, we didn't
really feel like
a team. It felt
like we all were
Just getting
together,
twirling together
and then going
home.”

Audrey Felknor and the All-Stars finished second last summer at
nationals, qualifying for the world championships for the first time.

(=) MERCY

URGENT CARE

BIG CARE, SMALL WAIT
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Audrey Felknor and the All-Stars will have a new experience at worlds: the judges will be front and center and give out scores immediately.

GOING INTERNATIONAL

With that first trip to the world
championships, there are a lot of
unknowns.

For starters, Felknor said in normal
competitions, the judges sit in the
back of the bleachers, out of sight
and out of mind. The teams also don’t
immediately know their score.

That won’t be the case in England.
Instead, the judges will be front and
center and the scores will be delivered
while they are still on the mat.

“That will be different from anything
we've ever done,” she said. “It’ll be
nerve-wracking for sure”

Prior to heading to Europe, though,
the team plans to practice for that
change to help ease those nerves.

What they won't need help with this
summer, though, is becoming a team.
That was already accomplished a year
ago.

“We really get along and we work well
together;” Felknor said.
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“| feel like no
matter how
many times | sit
there and think
about how it will
be, | feel like
you don’t know
until you're
really there
experiencing it.”

BECOMING A GATORETTE

The trip to England for the world
championships isn't the only big scale
that Felknor will be perfoming on.

Within days of returning from the
European competition, band camp
will begin at the University of Florida
where Felknor will perform as a
Gatorette following the “longest day”
of her life in May and a “rough few
months” until she found out she had
made the team.

That success, though, was the end
result, she believes, of joining the All-
Stars and competing at nationals a year
ago.

The extra practice meant learning
new skills. Seeing other twirlers that
were better and more refined helped
as well.

“That really pushed me to get to their
level,” she said.

Reaching that level means the
performances are also going to be
bigger, much like she’s dreamed



about the past four years. From performing in front of a couple thousand fans at
Suwannee games, Felknor now will be taking the field at Ben Hill Griffin Stadium
in front of 88,000.

But so far, Felknor is trying her best not to think about all those eyes being on
her.

“I feel like no matter how many times I sit there and think about how it will be, I
feel like you don’t know until you're really there experiencing it,” she said. “That’s
what one of the girls who is already at Gatorette told me, she was like, ‘Nothing
prepares you. You won't be prepared the first time you're out there. It’s so different
from anything you've ever experienced.”

After competing at the world championships in August, Audrey
Felknor will continue as a Gatorette at the University of Florida.

100% RECYCLABLE MATERIALS
NEW ELECTRIC SALES FLEET
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WHIDDON CONSTRUCTION & ROOFING

“Stay ON Top oF Your RoorFinGg NEEDS”

At Whiddon Construction Company, we decided to enter the home
improvement industry in 2005 to serve the Lake City, Florida area with
honesty and integrity. We strive to give our customers reliable results they
can count on. If you need anything done to your home, we can do it!

From start to finish, this company showed
professionalism and integrity. They did the job
right the first time. | would highly recommend

Whiddon Construction Company to anyone.
— Victoria F.

Wonderful to work with. Great workmanship.
[ highly recommend this contractor.
—Dorci G.

—
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295 NW Commons Loop, Ste. 115-262, Lake City, FL
www.whiadaonconstruction.co
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We deliver
SO much wmore.

At UF Health, delivering your baby is our labor of love. In cozy, beautifully decorated labor and delivery
rooms, our UF Health Women'’s Center team will nurture the best experience possible for the special
delivery you've been waiting for. You'll have the option to choose between an obstetrician or a nurse
midwife with the peace of mind that comes from knowing UF Health offers the highest level of
advanced care in North Florida for both you and your baby. After delivery, new parents will have
access to a full range of specialists — from neonatologists to lactation consultants — focused on
supporting you as you care for your little one. Make plans to share your special day with us. From
bump to bundle and everything in between, UF Health delivers so much more for you and your family.

R
Visit UFHealth.org/pregnancy for more information UFHealt}‘l

about what to expect for you and your family. WOMEN’S CENTER
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ensure our employees
have financial
protection when their
loved ones need it the
most.
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Team Members
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and flexible floating

holidays.
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Jeffrey A. Moore creates a
wide variety of artwork.

Moore fills creative need
IN mMany areas

effrey A. Moore doesn't do things half way.
When Moore, who relocated to Lake City last fall from
South Carolina, pursues a creative outlet, he does so full-
ore.

It has made the artist a modern-day renaissance man with a
wide variety of talents.

“I've always been creatively driven, so I touch on
everything,” said Moore, who also is the vice president and
director of creative services and brand management and
marketing for Genesis Healthcare. “But when I do it, I go in
100%. It's scary””

While he's able to use his natural creative ability at work, it's
during his free time that Moore really finds ways to get that
fix. And it comes in so many ways. He's an award-winning
photographer, who also produces art in watercolors and
acrylics. He's also done pottery and makes and sells jewelry.
The former journalist also has raised champion Labrador
Retrievers and takes care of 25 species of finches in his
backyard aviary.

“I have a very short attention span,” Moore said in
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By JAMIE WACHTER

explaining his wide array of interests and talents, noting he
can spend weeks or months painting with watercolors before
losing interest and moving on to a different medium or
talent.

But through it all, Moore is focused on finding a way to
create.

“It’s almost addictive to me now,” Moore said. “I need to
fulfill that creative need. It’s sort of like, I don't want to get
heavy with it, but it’s sort of like a drug for me. When I'm
creating, my mind is at ease. If I don’t, 'll actually go into like
a depression, sort of. I need to do that creative. I have to have
that”

ARTISTIC ABILITY

Art has always come naturally for Moore, who said he was
terrible in school except for that one class.

“I could draw from a young age,” he said.

Still, art took a backseat when Moore pursued a degree
and a career in journalism. But a funny thing happened. As
he was in the job market, vying for reporter openings, he'd



Jeffrey A. Moore finds inspiration for some of his paintings from the aviary in his backyard

always get pushed toward the creative
and graphics departments, building
ads.

He transitioned to a publishing
company and, again, soon found
himself in production, turning out
covers.

“It came naturally and I could do it
fast,” he said.

After a move from Pennsylvania to a
small town in South Carolina, Moore
found himself without much to do and
a lot of time on his hands, especially
when the covid-19 pandemic hit.

The newfound time led to an old
creative outlet: his artwork.

“I had to occupy myself;” he said.

“It just sparked a whole new creative
mindset for me and I haven't stopped
since”

“It's almost
addictive to me
now. | need to
fulfill that creative
need. It's sort of
like, | don't want
to get heavy with
it, but it's sort of a
drag for me. When
I'm creating, my
mind is at ease.”

LOOKING FOR A CHALLENGE

While Moore hasn't stopped fulfilling
his creative needs, the outlets for those
creations has changed and adapted
widely over the years.

In Pennsylvania, Moore tried his
hand at landscape photography. He
began going to trade shows to better
hone his craft.

Soon, Moore was asked to start taking
portraits and headshots, to shoot
weddings and other events.

So, he bought a building in the
historic district of Shrewsbury,
Pennsylvania, and turned it into a
photography studio.

“I did that for years,” he said, racking
up honors as the best photographer in
York County for four or five years in a
row.

Suddenly, Moore decided to pursue a
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Jewelry is one of Jeffrey Moore’s creative outlets.

new outlet.

“I got bored with it,” he said. “I didn’t want to do that
anymore, I wanted to show dogs.”

So Moore sold his photography business and turned
the studio into an artist co-op. He also began raising and
showing Labrador Retrievers, continuing until he raised a
national champion.

Once again, the passion started to wane.

“T'll get kind of good at something, then I get bored with
it he said. “It’s almost like a challenge to be really good at it.
Then when I really am, or I feel I am, then I need to move on
to a new challenge.

“It’s kind of like the dogs. I'm like world-renowned for the
dogs. After that happened, I was just like, All right, I need to
move on to something else.”

AVIARY AND ART

Currently, that something else is producing jewelry,
producing other art — one of his watercolors of a sea
turtle placed second at the Wally Reichert Memorial Art
Competition through the Gateway Art Gallery and Columbia
County Public Library — and taking care of birds in his
backyard aviary.

The different outlets help keep the creativity flowing when
the boredom starts to kick in. One also helps feed into each
other.

For starters, his aviary, which includes 25 different species
of finches from all over the world, is a source of inspiration
for his artwork. Decorated with antique boxes and old wheels
as well as bushes, shrubs and trees that provide a natural

habitat for the birds, Moore can always
find inspiration.

“There’s always something interesting
in a picture,” he said, using those
pictures as a reference to create his
paintings.

But the aviary is more than just
inspiration for artwork. For someone
who grew up on a 200-plus acre farm,
it's a way to keep that connection
to animals and to nature. With the
natural habitat created in his aviary, he
can watch the birds build their nests
and feed their babies.

It also allows Moore to make
connections in his new hometown.

“I'll get kind
of good at
something, then
| get bored with
it. It's almost like
a challenge to be
really good at it.
Then when | really
am, or | feel | am,
then | need to
move on 1o a new
challenge.”

'THAT'S SO ME'

On Moore's website, jeffrey-moore.
com, he uses the tagline, “That's so
me””

That phrase serves as a reminder of
the emotional connection Moore, as
an artist, can make with those enjoying
the art or purchasing the art.

Regardless of what piece it is, Moore
has a way of connecting with pretty
much everybody.

“If I did it and they’re interested in it,
then I probably have some of the same
interests that they do. That always
winds up being a catalyst,” he said.

For starters, his bird pieces leads
to conversations about the animals,
which in turn can lead to an invite to
tour the aviary and see the multitude
of species that have a home there.


www.aspiredentallakecity.com

Jeffrey Moore won second place in the Wally Reichert Memorial art
show with his sea turtle painting.

“I've actually met so many people and become
friends with so many people because I invite them
over; he added. “I’s just kind of cool to meet these
new people”

The birds, too, can end up inviting people over.

Moore said some of the powerhouse singers in his
aviary can end up luring walkers on the roads in
his neighborhood to his front door, wanting to see
where the beautiful melody is coming from.

PUTTING HIS SPIN ON IT

As his interests change and he pursues new
creative outlets, Moore not only likes a new
challenge, but he also enjoys learning.

A self-taught artist, Moore turning his photo
studio into a co-op for artists to produce and sell
their wares helped recharge his creative batteries
in Pennsylvania. The Gateway Art Gallery in
downtown Lake City, he said, has the potential to
do the same.

The co-op in Pennsylvania helped lead to Moore
taking up pottery for awhile, moved by the ability
to really let his creativity run wild.

“I like the things that just have a world of
creativity to them,” he said, adding that is why he
enjoys about his jewelry, is the seemingly endless
options of what to make and create.

When he moved to Lake City last fall, the first
thing Moore did was look into the art community
in the area, which led him to the Gallery. It has

. 4

Alot of Jeffrey Moore’s work is inspired by animals and nature.

"I like to go
in and | like
to learn how
they're doing
it. But I'm never
satisfied with
that. | always
want to figure
out how to put
a spin on It so
it's different.”
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More than an artist on canvas, Jeffrey Moore can also bake a delicious cake.

not disappointed him, especially the wide array of
artists who are part of the group, who also have a
vast variety of talents and techniques that Moore can
learn from.

“There's a lot of classes down there I still want
to take, to be exposed to different things,” Moore
said, noting his next venture may be stained glass,
a recent class offering at the Gallery. “I like to go in
and I like to learn how they’re doing it. But 'm never
satisfied with that. I always want to figure out how to
put a spin on it so it’s different.

“I think that’s why people are drawn to a lot of my
stuff is it’s just different”

Just what the
doctor ordered...
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Broker-Owner

2 23%6-4066-9223

Q wil Jeathercrain@twistedoaksrealestate.com
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Checkout Our New Location!

W sk
IS G METAL ROOFING
AND SIDING

LOCALLY OWNED
AND OPERATED

L RESIDENTIAL » COMMERCIAL « AGRICULTURE

3845 S US Hwy 441 Lake City, FL 32025
FREE QUOTE 386-752-2950

METAL SUPPLY

ALL NEW
TRIM
Gummies

v/ No Caffeine
v/ No Stimulants
v/ No Sugar

with TRIM by SUNMED

i Vegan Appetite Suppressant Gummies!
o D TRIM Gummies helps reduce cholesterol, lower
blood sugar and suppress sugar cravings

avalalble o

Tincture Tuesday

FYYyY) Your "Award-Winning"Hemp Store

7 #5: SUNMED

. Your CBD Store’

386 243-8698

VILLAGE SQUARE PLAZA
Follow us on Facebook @GetSunmedLakeCity

2929 W US Hwy 90 #104
Lake City, FL 32055
LaKetITy3/1.CEDIXAU.COIm



www.lakecity371.cbdrx4u.com

v ALLERGY

Specialty Care

WILLIAM SANDERS, DMS, PA-C

- Specializing for over 25 Years -

Professional Allergy Testing & Treatment For:

Allergies, Asthma & Sinus

Adults & Children

Two LoCATIONS TO SERVE YOU
LAKE CiTY & L1IVE OAK

CALL TODAY!
386-961-9809

www.allergylakecitytlorida.com

u' Jeff Hampton, C.FA.
Columbia County Property Appraiser

l:ﬂ'l.ll:lthh: County A *
> Log on to: '
r o http://Columbia.floridapa.com

Interactive Record Search & GIS Mapping

Property Search Agriculture Classification

GIS Map Tangible Property Tax
Sales Report Tax Returns

Amendment 1 Information Report & Map Pricing
Tax Estimator Download Forms

Amendment 10 Important Dates

Exemptions Homestead Fraud

Call Jeff Hampton for more information about website.

MAIN OFFICE
135 NE Hernando Ave., Ste 238, Lake City, FL 32055

(386) 758-1083

Going to college takes time and money.

Save both at a colle___ge close to home.

NFC Live Oak Location

College campus benefits,

right down the road.

210 Ohio Avenue N
Live Oak

DISCOVER.NFC.EDU B s
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www.allergylakecityflorida.com
http://columbia.floridapa.com
www.discover.nfc.edu

Looking to Buy or Sell? | | AUTO INSURANCE

Buying a home is the biggest investment most

people will ever make, but not all real estate @EL—P@T ©|F NO IF[L@RU @A

agents are equal. Find out how the experience A PATTERSON AGENCY
and training of a HallmarkAdams Agent can Formerly known as Auto Insurance World
help you get into your dream home.

For Aute lwswrance You Can Afford Call...

8862476211

LAKE CITY
BEE-8E2-1009
LIVE 0AK

Teri Patterson - Agent

Resideial « Commerdal - Property Management - Rentals
Better Together

Za-

OE: 40l
386-752-1444 % 102 Ohio Ave.N. 994 SW Baya Drive
HALLMARKADAMS | 540 w. Duva Street =]

REALTY GROUP, INC Lake City, Florida 32055  Sanforwebsite! Live Oak, FL 32064

PIA
Lake C|ty, FL 32025 PROFESSIONAL

INSURANCE
AGENTS

OKEFENOKEE SWAMP
PARK FLORIDA

CONE BRIDGE BOAT
RAMP & PARK

DEEP CREEK MILTON’S

COMMUNITY CENTER

OSCEOLA
NATIONAL FOREST
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J Serving North Florida
for over 50 Years

"TIRE MART
AUTO SERVICE

Tires for: Trailers « Cars « Trucks « SUVs
IN STOCK OR NEXT DAY DELIVERY

Stay Tuned'

All Services We Service
Guaranteed! All Makes of Vehicles!

Vi Fivestone
s

2700 US 90 West « Lake City « www.tire-mart.com « 752-0054


www.tire-mart.com

Genie Norman, the
2023 Distinguished Friend
of the Foundation for Florida Gateway College,
is pictured with her niece, Kimberlynne, at her
graduation from FGC




IRQUIS
wen

FGC Foundation honors
Norman for her ‘large impact’ sy s wacerer

long-time board member for The
AFoundation for Florida Gateway College,

Genie Norman couldn’t believe what she
was hearing in March.

Lee Pinchouck, the foundation’s executive
director, was describing the nominee for the 2023
Distinguished Friend of the Foundation during the

board’s March meeting.
With every description, Norman realized Pinchouck
could be — and was — describing her.

“All T could think of was that it can’t be me, I don’t
deserve this,” Norman said of her initial thoughts.
“There are so many other people in our community that
should be chosen for this prestigious award.”

But Pinchouck said Norman is definitely deserving in
her own right. She will be honored in September at the
foundation’s donor appreciation luncheon.

For starters she has been a board member for 28
years and spent nine of those years as the chair of the
foundation’s board.

Those accomplishments were among the items
Pinchouck started listing out during that March
meeting, including that Norman has helped raise nearly
$750,000 for the college during her time with the board.

“She continues to work extremely hard for us,
continuing to introduce people to the foundation and
has proven to be a wonderful, not only a donor herself,
but a fundraiser for us,” Pinchouck said of Norman
deserving the recognition.

“Id say why not?”

Still, when Pinchouck finally revealed that, yes,
Norman was the person set for recognition, she
initially resisted. Norman said she told her fellow board
members she wasn't the right selection. They should
choose again.

“They laughed,” she said.
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Pinchouck added: “When we
announced it in the meeting to
her that she was being granted this
award, she accepted very humbly and
expressed that there are many people
in the community who deserve this
award, but she was excited and humbly
accepted this year’s honor”

It’s an honor that doesn’t come with a
set criteria to guide the selection every
year.

Rather, it’s an honor that the
foundation bestows on “people
who have been good friends to us,”
Pinchouck said, who have made a
“large impact”

“All | could think
of was that it
can't be me, |
didn’'t deserve
this. There are
so many other
people in our

community
that should
be chosen for
this prestigious
award.”

One year, that person could be
someone who made a single, large
donation and the foundation board
wants to honor them as a show of
appreciation. Other years, it’s for
friends who have made contributions
over the course of time.

That would definitely describe
Norman, who transferred to Lake City
while working for the U.S Department
of Veterans Affairs in 1994, becoming
the first female director of the Lake
City VA Medical Center. Shortly after,
she joined the foundation board.

During those 28 years, she said
there have been so many changes
and improvements along the way
for The Foundation of Florida
Gateway College, new endowments
and scholarships, fund drives and

luncheons all designed to “making our
Foundation a viable and productive
part of Florida Gateway College”

Once an initial list of friends have
been created, a nominating committee
from the foundation’s board then
selects the eventual winner. After
the nominating committee makes a
selection, it gets brought to the entire
board for approval.

In recognizing Norman — a board
member herself — this year’s process
was slightly altered.

Instead of a discussion at the board
meeting in March, Pinchouck instead
emailed the other board members to
conduct the vote.

They then, instead, announced it to
Norman.

“It’s definitely her time,” Pinchouck
said. “She’s done amazing things for us
and our students”

Still, the selection and recognition left
Norman, who also wrote the “Taste
Buddies” column for the Lake City
Reporter for years, amazed.

“To be chosen as the Distinguished
Friend this year is an honor and
privilege as I will be following the
footsteps of such worthy people as
Philip Moses, James Montgomery,
Billy Ray Foister, Wilson S. Rivers,
Keith Leibfried and so many others,”
Norman said. “To be honored for
doing something I love makes
this just icing on
the cake”




HARRY K. (KIN) WEAVER JR. g ™"

FOR SUWANNEE COUNTY SHERIFF
2024

LET'S ROLL!

“Thank you Suwannee Countians for supporting
me, Kin Weaver, as | take on this campaign to be
elected to serve ALL the people of Suwannee
County with the best law enforcement possible
when | am elected as your sheriff. - Kin Weaver

AS SUWANNEE COUNTY SHERIFF, HARRY K. “KIN" WEAVER JR.
WILL STAND FOR:

@  INTEGRITY @  ACCOUNTABILITY
@  MORALITY @ PROFESSIONALISM

- venmo
386-590-6893 @KinforSuwanneeSheriff2024

KIN@4SUWANNEESHERIFF.ORG 'a m P PayPai

. WWW JW M JRG paypal.me/kin4suwanneesheriff
Paid by Harry K. (Kin) Weaver, Jr., NPA, for Suwannee County Sheriff
N

Reading Pals
Needed [orieii@

Way

United Way of
Suwannee Valley

What we are looking for:

Registration:

Please contact
Jennifer Anchors

ReadingPals@Unitedwsv.org

Qualifications: The 386-752-5604, EXT 104
Chlldren s :
Movement

of Florida

LY vy v v
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www.4suwanneesheriff.org

MAGGIE 8 AC e B
# LATIN CAFE P e 'BESTNOE ' THE}BESTSEIVE
586-487-5194 sl YEARS' RUNNING!!
The Taste of authentic /A .
home-made Cuban Cuirine
in a home feel envinonment.

Mon-Fr1 8:30am-3:30rm 132 SE HERNANDO AVE.,
SAT-SUN CLOSED Lake Crry, FL 32025

LT
Voted best of the best
two years in a row!

Color & Cut Speaallsts EM.E

Appointments Encouraged [E13 +_£‘ C

386-065-HAIR(1247) Aokl ( 386-754-6140

RGENCY;'S CALLUS2471|

SMART
FARM

Grow Fresh. Eat Fresh. Live Fresh

ACCESSIBLE GARDENING
Made Easy What Grows Best?
Our Smart Farm revolutionizes . Lettuces - Celery
the way you grow. Get the most - Strawberries - Kale
out of your time, space and water, - Herbs - Collards
and grow a healthy Smart Farm. - Chard - Peppers
The Smart Farm makes for a great automatic

: ored What'’s Included?
watering system that will water your plants - 518" Mr. Stacky planters
when your away. - Bottom Reservoir & Lid

. - Pump & Timer e

Grow enough food in one system . MADE &

- Irrigation & Nutrients

to provide for an entire household.
MODEL: SMRT - TC

www.mrstacky.com (386) 219-0943 sales@mrstacky.com
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www.mrstacky.com

176 NW Columbia Ave., Suite 201

386-438-8687




Voted Best Pharmacy

Locally owned & operated since 1993,
with 3 locations to serve you!

FREE SAME DAY DELIVERY TO HOME OR WORK

All adult vaccines (including travel vaccines) available with
no appointment or prescription for 18 years and up.

Specializing in HRT for men & women, erectile dysfunction, veterinary,
children’s, topical pain cream therapy, and infertility medications.

ACCEPTING MOST INSURANCE

NORTH 347 SW Main Blvd., Lake City - 386-758-6770
FLORIDA 3718 W US Hwy 90, Lake City - 386-755-9300
PHARMACY 7729 us Hwy 27, Fort White - 386-497-2580




Tri-Gounty Tree Services, Inc.

Proudly serving surrounding communltles for over 30 yearsI

We Support
Our Troops

jw%m i8-5000

’ r

Comprehensive tree care by true professionals. Fully insured & Certified Arborist on staff.

Tree Service Include:
Arborist Service « Tree Trimming - Tree Removal - Deadwooding - Cabling Root Feeding

Canopy Reduction « Stump Grinding - Lighting Protection System Installation

(386) 963-5000 - tricountytreeserviceinc.com

Unlock Your Child’s
Full Potential. CAMBRIDGE PREP

ACADEMY
386-243-8285

2658 SW Main Blvd. Lake City, FL 32025
[LambridgePrepAcademy.org

« Private school grades Pre-K-12  « Small clusters for

o Accredited by the Florida an enhanced learning
Christian Coalition of Private environment
Schools « Recognized by the NCAA
« College Prep Curriculum witha  and National Honor Society
personalized approach o Accredited through Florida
« Certified Teachers on Staff Christian Coalition &
« Dual enrollment classes taken National Private School
in house Council

Step-Up for Students Scholarships accepted.
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www.tricountytresserceira.co
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www.cambridgeprepacademy.org

“Kitchen World dzd a great ]ob...

:.I\\"\i.r' Al f’ J' L\\"

“Kitchen World did a great job on the kitchen and bathroom
cabinets for our recent River house renovation project. We are
very pleased with the help they provided from start to finish
as well as the expert advice that was provided.”

9%;“ sbbra Brocvin

|

> |
=a

Cabinets and Custom Gramte,
Quartz and Laminate Countertops

Shelley Brown

s | Over 25 Years Experien:
itchen & Bathroom De

Find Us On Facebook @
Kitchen World of Lake City

2698 S. Marion Ave., Lake City, FL
(Across from Columbia High School)

386-755-7884 « www.KitchenWorldJax.com

Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative

800-447-4509

62 | CURRENTS | Summer 2023


www.svec-coop.com
www.kitchenworldjax.com
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When it comes to the best coverage of our community,
one name stands alone.

o
Lake City Reporter
CURRENTS Magazine -[akecityreporter.coni
180 E DUVAL ST, LAKE CITY, FL 32055 - 386.752.1293



www.balaclywenden.com
www.fgfair.org
www.lagcityreporter.com
www.m-altyreporter.com
www.suvarmweiww.lare.com
www.lakecityreporter.com

&N \ FLORIDA GATEWAY
\W.J/ COLLEGE

AT FGC,

" ©386750.1822
www.fec.edu

\I/,REGASTER NU !

> FALL 2023

DRAWING FOR

*FREE LAPTOPS* STATE OF THE ART

STEM BUILDING

CYBERSECURITY
CERTIFICATE



www.fgc.edu

