
 

Audrey Felknor eyesAudrey Felknor eyes
the internationalthe international
twirling stagetwirling stage

Fired UpFired Up
AllAll

Jeffrey A. Moore’s Jeffrey A. Moore’s 
art, aviary, jewelry art, aviary, jewelry 

make him a make him a 
renaissance manrenaissance man

Bethel United Bethel United 
Methodist Methodist 
celebrates 200 years celebrates 200 years 
of faithful serviceof faithful service



 

★★ ★

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK FOR YOUR 

CONVENIENCE, MON–SAT

We Accept Credit Cards, Lending Club 

and CareCredit

1788 SW Barnett Way | Lake City, FL 32025

Our Comprehensive 
Services Include:

General Dentistry
exams • cleanings • fillings

Restorative Dentistry
dentures • partials • veneers
implants • crowns & bridges

Endodontics & Periodontics
root canals • laser gum surgery

R
E

A
DER S’ C HO

IC
E

L
ak

e C
ity Reporter

20222022

 Serving Lake City  Serving Lake City 
for over for over 27 YEARS!27 YEARS!
 Serving Lake City  Serving Lake City 
for over for over 27 YEARS!27 YEARS!

386-675-0643 | www.AspireDentalLakeCity.com

www.aspiredentallakecity.com


 

Be sure to thank the readers of the Lake City Reporter for their votes,
or simply brag, by placing an ad in this special publication.

Call 386-752-1293 for additional information.

All Ads 

Appear in

FULL COLOR

BEST OF
THE BESTwill also appear
ONLINE!

R
E

A
DER S’ C HO

IC
E

L
ak

e C
ity Reporter

2023

★★ ★

The Best of the Best winners will be published in a 
keepsake special edition. 

Coming July 2023

www.lakecityreporter.com


 

C
O
N
T
E
N
T
S

PHOTO COURTESY OF Behold Photography by Lori

Audrey Felknor eyesAudrey Felknor eyes
the internationalthe international
twirling stagetwirling stage

Fired UpFired Up
AllAll

Jeffrey A. Moore’s Jeffrey A. Moore’s 
art, aviary, jewelry art, aviary, jewelry 

make him a make him a 
renaissance manrenaissance man

Bethel United Bethel United 
Methodist Methodist 
celebrates 200 years celebrates 200 years 
of faithful serviceof faithful service

54

8

28

22

46T
A

B
L

E
 
O

F
8

22

28

34

46

54

B E T H E L’ S  B I C E N T E N N I A L

C L AY  T H E R A P Y

Q U I T E  A  R I N G E R

G I V I N G  I T  A  T W I R L

R E N A I S S A N C E  M A N

D I S T I N G U I S H E D  F R I E N D

COVERSTORY

On The Cover: Recent  Suwannee High School graduate 
Audrey Felknor is ready to compete at the world 

championships for twirling.



 

Letter
From Live Oak twirler Audrey Felknor to 

Distinguished Friend Genie Norman and 

everyone in between, the summer heat has 

nothing on the fiery passion our Currents 
subjects show.

While Felknor is just a recent Suwannee 

High graduate, she has jumped headfirst 
into chasing her dream of performing 
on some of the world’s biggest stages, 

all the while twirling a baton and trying 

not to get burned. That goal and hard 

work and determination, combined with 

some natural athletic ability too, will carry 

Felknor to England in August for the world 

championships before she returns to North 
Florida and heads to ‘The Swamp’ as a 
Gatorette this fall.

Just like Felknor expresses herself in front 
of fans at a football game or judges at a 

competition, Leanna Beartree has found 
her mark in creating works of art through 

pottery at her downtown Lake City gallery. 
Her passion also has also provided healing 
as she is able to remember and memorialize 

her mother through some of her work.

Fredrick Vandyck is also a creator 

and a bit of an artist, although in an 

entirely different set of tools. Vandyck’s 
masterpieces are produced with a welding 
rod and horseshoes, producing one-of-a-

kind signs for businesses and individuals 

alike.

But there may be nobody more creative 
than Jeffrey A. Moore, who just moved to 
Lake City last fall but is already making 
a difference in the art community here. 
Whether it’s painting or producing jewelry or 
baking a cake or creating a resin tray, Moore 
craves to let his creative juices flow and 
does so in a wide variety of ways.

Norman’s passion, for years, has been 
bettering the community. That desire to 

make Columbia County — and the rest of 
North Florida — better has meant sitting 
on the board for The Foundation for Florida 

Gateway College and raising funds for the 
college and educational opportunities for our 
youth.

So take some time on a hot summer day 

to read about the 

passion on display 
here in Natural Florida 

and ignite your own 

creativity and find a 
way to best express 
yourself.

CURRENTS magazine is a publication of the 
Lake City Reporter, 180 E Duval St., Lake City, FL 32055.
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Bethel Church at the turn of the 

century before the front porch 

was added. Notice the tables 

for dinner on the ground. 

B
ethel United Methodist is believed to be the oldest 
church in Columbia County having been first 
organized in 1823. During its early years, services 

were held at members’ homes until 1832 when the first 
church sanctuary was built two miles northeast of its current 
location on the banks of Alligator Lake. Abraham Isaac and 
Ann Andrew Robarts are thought to be the progenitors 
of the original Bethel congregation. Abraham was the son 
of John Robarts, who was the first subscriber for the Old 
Midway Methodist Church in Liberty County, Georgia, 
in 1854. Having been raised in the faith, Abraham and 
Ann were devout Methodists who followed Circuit Riders 
into what would become Columbia County. Many of the 
Circuit preachers from Georgia who ministered in Florida 
first stopped at the Old Midway Church before leaving for 
Florida on horseback. Abraham and Ann, along with other 
Methodists from South Carolina and Georgia, came with 
the preachers through the Wiregrass moving into Florida 
and gathering together to found the first congregations in 
the state. Among the early circuit riders of the area was Rev. 
John L. Jerry. He was admitted into the Georgia Conference 

By CHRISTOPHER ESING

Bethel’s bicentennialBethel’s bicentennialBethel’s bicentennialBethel’s bicentennial
200 years of faith and service under 
the Florida sun

in 1818 and sent soon after into the Florida territory. His 
journeys brought him to Alligator, and he is the first recorded 
pastor at Bethel.
The first convert of the church was Zachariah Randall 

Robarts, who was accepted in 1824 upon his profession of 
faith to Rev. Jerry. According to family records, Zachariah 
had become sick and dependent upon his family. Wishing 
to no longer be a burden to his loved ones, he turned to the 
Bible and was miraculously healed after continuously reading 
scripture. Having felt the power of God, Zachariah joined 
Bethel and was instrumental in helping to grow the church 
and built the original log sanctuary. Mrs. Martha Perry, who 
attended the log church, described the building as being a 
small cabin located on Alligator Lake. The pulpit and floor 
were made of logs split in halves and pegs were put in half 
logs for seats. The old graveyard was located next to the 
church under a canopy of sprawling oaks and was considered 
the oldest cemetery in Columbia County. The original church 
was blown down in a hurricane in 1896 and the cemetery was 
destroyed by real estate developers during the Florida Land 
Boom in 1925.  
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“After Florida became a state in 1845, 
the congregation outgrew the church 
on Alligator Lake. At the time, the Old 
Newnansville Road was built between 
Alligator and Alachua County. It ran 

into what was later Alachua St. as one 
entered into Alligator Town. The road 

eventually became Highway No. 2/441. 
Because of the traffic along the road, 
the congregation decided to move to 
a new location in hopes of increasing 

membership.”

While there are no charter documents for the church, 
several families are listed as founding members for Bethel 
including Abram Isaac and Ann Andrew Robarts, Langley 
and Mary Bryant, William and Devine Tyson Niblack, 
S.L. Sparkman, James Bryant, John S. and Charity 
Crews Goodbread, Charles H.B. and Ann Mary Robarts 
Collins, Zachariah Randall and Mary Vinzant Hancock 
Robarts, Arthur and Rebecca Bryant Robarts, and Elijah 
Mattox. Other families that joined later included the 
Cox, Goolsby, Pritchard, Price, Henry, Hunter, Perry, 
and Fife families. A list of early converts to the church 
included Harriet Sparkman Niblack (wife of William 
Tyson Niblack), received in 1829; Mary A. Robarts (wife 
of George Washington Robarts), received by baptism in 
1830; Mary A. (Weatherington) Bryant, who professed 
her faith in 1840; and Capt. Arthur Roberts, received in 
1840 with an article of faith. Church records also note that 
Tuestenuggee Methodist Church was first organized in the 
home of Bethel member Charles H.B. Collins in 1846. 
Few details remain of the earliest activities at Bethel, 

but Rev. Isaac Boring’s diaries provide one of the rare 
chronicles of preaching in Columbia County in the early 
19th century. Boring records that he arrived in the area on 
August 15, 1829, while traveling on his circuit. He crossed 
the Santa Fe River by raft and headed toward Rocky Creek 
where he preached at settlements along the way. He writes 
that he had made an appointment with Brother Roberts 

The original log cabin church on Alligator Lake. 

for a two-day meeting/revival to be held at Alligator. Another 
early account of the Alligator congregation notes that Abraham 
and Ann Robarts were visited by her brother, Bishop Osgood 
Andrew, in 1832, and during his stay, he baptized several of 
the Robarts children including William Henry Fitzgerald, John 
C.C., and George Robarts. Church documents also record that 
Mortimer Bingley Collins, son of Charles H.B. and Ann Mary 
Robarts Collins, was born at Fort Lancaster in August 1836 in 
the midst of an Indian attack during the Seminole Wars. Stories 
handed down from church members note that during the years 
of hostilities with the Seminoles, men stood guard during church 
services and that children climbed the surrounding tree tops 
searching for any sign of Indian activity during meetings. 

After Florida became a state in 1845, the congregation outgrew 
the church on Alligator Lake. At the time, the Old Newnansville 
Road was built between Alligator and Alachua County. It ran 
into what was later Alachua St. as one entered into Alligator 
Town. The road eventually became Highway No. 2/441. Because 
of the traffic along the road, the congregation decided to move to 
a new location in hopes of increasing membership. They chose 
property in the community of Goolsby, named for Thomas H. 
Goolsby who first settled the area and established a post office 
out of his home in 1839. The Goolsby homestead was a regular 
stop for stagecoaches to rest and water their horses traveling 
from Newnansville and surrounding areas. Part of the Goolsby 
land was purchased by Captain Simeon Lewis Sparkman, who 
then donated it to Bethel to build a new church. Construction 
began in 1855 at its current site at the corner of Payne/Racetrack 
Road and Highway 41/441. The first services were held in the 
spring of 1856. Robert Cox donated the virgin timber for the 
church, which he and his son-in-law, Thomas Strange, cut. G.C. 
Mattox, one of the stewards of the church who served over 60 
years, sawed the lumber at the Mattox Sawmill located four miles 
south of the church. After the boards were cut and dried, Robert 
Simeon Pritchard, the son-in-law of Simeon Sparkman, was 
employed to construct the building along with his assistant Mark 
Nichols. The exterior and pews were all hand dressed. The house 
was then sealed by Henry Taylor. The outside was painted white, 
and it became known by locals as the white church by the side of 
the road. The surrounding area would later take its name from 
the church and be known as the Bethel community. 
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George E. Mattox and Sarah M Cox were the 
first new members to join the church in 1857. 
The cemetery was created in 1862 after Lt. 
Thomas Strange was killed during the Civil War 
and became the first person to be buried there. 
He was followed by Wright B. Cox who died 
in battle in the same year. Other soldiers soon 
followed including several members of the Hunter 
family.  Nathan Hunter II died in 1864 after being 
wounded at the Battle of St. Mary’s Bridge. He 
was buried at the Frazier home nearby, but his 
father, John Cureton Hunter, went to retrieve the 
body to be buried at Bethel. On the trip, he caught 
pneumonia and soon after succumbed to his 
illness. John Hunter’s eldest son, Thompson Young 
Hunter, died the following year in 1865. Sorrow 
descended upon the families of many church 
members. Four Robarts men died during the war 
including Abraham Isaac Robarts in 1861, George 
Washington Robarts Jr. in 1863 at Missionary 
Ridge, Thomas Langley Robarts at Rock Island 
Prison in 1864, and 15-year-old Charles Edwin 
Robarts died in 1864 while tending to his grieving 
mother. John C. Hill, the youngest son of Dr. J.H. 
Hill, also died and was buried at Bethel while his 
father was away. 
Following the war, Rebecca Bryant Goolsby, 

wife of Charles H. Goolsby and a descendant of 
the original land owners, was interred in 1866. 

Some of the early pastors of Bethel United Methodist Church.

The oldest person to be buried in the cemetery 
was Stephen Sparkman who was born in 1782 
and died in 1872. The second oldest person was 
Sarah Hull Bryant who was born in 1787 and died 
in 1867. Because of the number of losses during 
the war, Mary Ann Worthington Bryant planted 
a magnolia tree to provide shade and beauty for 
visitors to the gravesides. It grew tall for over a 
century becoming one of the landmarks of the 
cemetery grounds. Captain Arthur Roberts also 
planted the four cedar trees in the cemetery as 
memorials “with humble thanks and praise for 
God’s blessings, church, family, friends, neighbors, 
and soldiers.” The cemetery was expanded in 
1871 when Stephen Sparkman donated two acres 
of land. More land was added in 1919 when J.C. 
and Delia Geiger donated two acres, and Walter 
W. Davis deeded another acre in 1939. Families 
initially took care of the cemetery, but at the turn 
of the century, Robert H. Hadden cared for the 
property until he was unable. Then his daughter 
Mary and her husband Raymond Bedenbaugh 
tended to the cemetery along with their children.  
Later a fund was established through donations for 
the continual upkeep of the Bethel Cemetery. 
Over the years, Bethel has accepted more than 

825 members into the church and congregation, 
180 of those converts were brought into the fold 
over the 19th Century.  Another 480 members 
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joined Bethel in the 20th Century, and 120 have 
been added since the turn of the millennium. 
Throughout this period, Bethel evolved with 
the times. Electric lights were added in 1938 
allowing the church to forego kerosene lanterns 
for their nighttime services. The front portico 
and steps were built in 1940. The inside of the 
church was painted for the first time in 1943 
under the ministry of Brother Toole. A metal 
shingle roof was added in 1954 and the inside 
painted a soft shade of green under Rev. Ernest 
B. Luttrell. The Sunday School rooms were built 
in the 1950s. The Fellowship Hall was added in 
the 1980s. The old church pews were replaced 
with new ones in 1982. Henry and Dorothy 
N. Jones donated land for the Bethel Church 
Parsonage in 1989. A church sports pavilion 
was added in 1993. The church erected the first 
Florida State Historic Marker for Columbia 
County in 1994. The first audio-sound system 
was placed in the church and fellowship hall in 
1996, and an outdoor cemetery directory was 
added in 1997 mapping all of the graves. 
What has made Bethel a special place over 

the years are the people who helped establish a 
rich heritage of faith and a loving and accepting 
home within the church. Church historian and 

member Aleen M. Havrid noted in her research that 
“the pioneers of this community were blessed with 
God’s love and guidance in making Bethel Church 
a house of worship that has provided unbroken 
service for almost two centuries. Traditionally, the 
religious service at Bethel has been unchanged from 
generation to generation. All day service was the 
custom with a dinner spread, friends and neighbors 
all partaking — spirits and bodies fed, they came 
in joy, came in sorrow, seeking strength and grace. 
Whatever the need, it was found in this hallowed 
place.” In addition to researching the early records 

Rev. William Henry Fitzpatrick Robarts, born in Columbia County, is pictured with wife Rosanna Gunnin 

Robarts and children, William, Annie and John. Rev. Robarts is the only former preacher buried at Bethel.

“Throughout this period, Bethel 
evolved with the times. Electric lights 

were added in 1938 allowing the 
church to forego kerosene lanterns 

for their nighttime services. The front 
portico and steps were built in 1940. 
The inside of the church was painted 
for the first time in 1943 under the 
ministry of Brother Toole. A metal 

shingle roof was added in 1954 and 
the inside painted a soft shade of 

green under Rev. Ernest B. Luttrell.”

www.cooling.com


 

of the church, Havrid worked to 
collect the memories of many of 
Bethel’s members over the years, and 
those reflections offer a glimpse into 
the social and religious fabric of the 
church and its congregation.  
One such member was Marjorie 

Jones Rutledge. When looking back at 
her time in the church, she recalled “I 
have been in Bethel off and on all of 
my life, and as a child growing up, we 
went to Bethel, Bethlehem, Hopeful, 
and Roundtop Presbyterian. Churches 
would meet once or twice a month, 
and we would go to the ones having 
service. I remember as a child, we 
kids would walk the mile on Sunday 
afternoon for Sunday School. Our 
parents gave us a choice of going to 

Zacahariah Randall Robarts was the first convert of Bethel United Methodist Church.

church or staying home, and of course, 
to church we went. We always looked 
forward to Homecoming on the 3rd 
Sunday in October. Everyone did a lot 
of work to clean the church and the 
cemetery to make it look good. Back 
then, no one had lawnmowers, and 
we would hoe and rake the sand to 
get the weeds and grass out. It always 
looked real nice when we finished. I 
remember the wagon days and dinner 
outside under the trees. We always 
had a great group and plenty of food 
— such good fellowship. We would 
stay all afternoon sometimes and have 
a sing. We used to make a wood keg 
or tub of lemonade. Now, they would 
think it would kill us to drink out of a 
wash tub, but oh boy — how good it 

was, hard to get enough. Times have 
changed. We have a wonderful church, 
padded seats. Then we had hard seat 
benches and a pot belly heater. Now 
we have lights, a/c, running water, 
beautiful social hall, well equipped 
kitchen, and have wonderful times. We 
have come a long way, but the good 
old days bring back so many fond 
memories.”

Lena Bedenbaugh Burnsed also 
offered her recollections of being 
raised in the church. She noted “Bethel 
is the most precious place on earth 
to me. Mama and Daddy took all 13 
of us children to Bethel every time 
the door was open. Our home was 
always open to the preachers. Brother 
Nease would spend the night with us 
on Saturday night. He didn’t eat fried 
chicken, but he ate cold biscuits. He 
took a nap on the front porch on the 
floor. One Sunday night when we got 
home after church, Daddy did a head 
count and found we were one child 
short. He hitched up the buggy and 
went back to the church and found 
Edwin on the back seat asleep. We also 
had a (Epworth) league, and we would 
go to various churches for different 
functions. We had a Lemon Squeeze to 
make money for expenses. Everybody 
brought a lemon, and we would 

“I remember as a child, 
we kids would walk 
the mile on Sunday 

afternoon for Sunday 
School. Our parents 
gave us a choice of 
going to church or 
staying home, and 

of course, to church 
we went. We always 
looked forward to 
Homecoming on 
the 3rd Sunday in 

October. Everyone did 
a lot of work to clean 
the church and the 
cemetery to make it 

look good.”
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squeeze it, and guests paid a penny for 
every seed. Then we made lemonade. 
Everybody brought cookies or cake for 
refreshments. We also had Measuring 
Parties. Everybody paid 1 cent an inch 
for our height. We didn’t get rich, but 
we had a good time.”
Looking back on his experiences at 

church, Wayne Williams remembered 
“as a young boy, I was a member of 
Bethel. I sat on the second row behind 
the center post, dodging that post, I 
find myself dodging the same post 
today. As far as some of the things 
that I recall as a young boy, we would 
go to the bridge to relieve ourselves. 
We did not have indoor plumbing. 
Our only source of water was the old 
pitcher pump that everyone used. I 
am also reminded of the old days of 
the Men’s Brother Hood. This was a 
group of men that had projects for 
helping someone. They helped my 
brother Gerald to get started in the 
ministry from which he has now 
retired. In years past, I remember the 
large windows with no screen. You 
would raise the window up to the 
level you wanted, and you would put 
a wood peg in a hole to hold up the 

“One Sunday 
night when we 
got home after 
church, Daddy 

did a head count 
and found we 
were one child 

short. He hitched 
up the buggy 

and went back to 
the church and 
found Edwin on 

the back seat 
asleep.”

Forty members of the Home Demonstration Clubs of Columbia meet and have 

dinner on the grounds at Bethel in 1941.

window. When I was a young teenager, 
Mrs. Donna Payne played the piano. 
She was a person like Betty Jones. 
She would always be there to play 
unless she could not make it. There 
were times she would play when she 
was not in good health. As a young 
boy, our preacher was Rev. Toole. He 
was a preacher that loved to sing. He 
would sing as long as the members 
would allow. We would have revivals 
that went from Sunday night through 
Saturday night, and the spirit of God 
was in that old church, Bethel. Over 
the years, as always, we would have 
Homecoming/Dinner on the Ground. 
People came from everywhere — 
member and non-member alike. The 
women of Bethel were and still are the 
best cooks in the country. It seems as 
though each woman had their own 
special dish they would cook. It was set 
up on wood tables outside as we did 
not have the Fellowship Hall as we do 
now. We would stand around cars and 
trucks and eat our dinner. It seems that 
the Lord blessed us most of the time 
with good weather. Of course, all the 
small kids would play during this time. 
Then later years as I had gotten older, 
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we would go back in the church and sing for 
an hour or two. Some people would take the 
time to speak about things of the church and 
things of their own lives. It was a great time, 
and I enjoyed the singing as I love to sing 
myself.” 

The large magnolia that shaded the cemetery at Bethel.

The cemetery and church at Bethel.

Reminiscing on his early experiences at 
Bethel, Rev. W.M. Mike Wright recalled that, 
“as a child we traveled from Jacksonville 
every year to come to Homecoming. All 
of mother’s brothers and sisters and their 
families would be there, and my grandmother 
would be there along with numerous other 
relatives. The church service was reserved for 
the ‘older' folks, and we children were left to 
play outdoors while carefully tended to by the 
younger mothers. I can remember running 
through the cemetery playing and hearing 
some black frocked preacher giving the devil 
his due through the wide-opened windows 
while the congregation fanned with funeral 
home fans. After the service, the women 
would come out of the church, and I would 
be introduced as Freddie Nell’s boy at which 
time some heavy-set woman would give me 
this big, seemingly endless hug. As soon as she 
let go, there would be another who would say 
‘and you are Freddie Nell’s boy' and here we go 
again. Little did I know that I would one day 
have the honor of serving as this wonderful 
old church’s pastor.” 

“As a young boy, 
our preacher was 

Rev. Toole. He was a 
preacher that loved 
to sing. He would 
sing as long as the 
members would 

allow. We would have 
revivals that went 
from Sunday night 
through Saturday 

night, and the spirit 
of God was in that 

old church, Bethel.”
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Bethel United Methodist Church women Irene Porter, Marian Waldron, Betty Jo Leslie, Grace Richter, Shirley Williams, 

Ann Thrasher, Margie Rutledge, Elaine Denmark, Donna Hyde, Eleanor Estees, June Olson, Jane North, and Jan Hogan. 

A portrayal of the ’Last Supper’ at Bethel with actors Wayne Williams, Todd Denmark, 

Chris Williams, Ken Tibbits, Scott Denmark, Ken Hamilton, and Wesley Faris. 

Bethel sponsored many events over 
the years for the youth. Irene Porter 
fondly remembered the annual 
Children’s Day events that dated back 
to the early 1900s in which the Sunday 
School children put on a pageant and 
play for visitors. Porter recalled “I did 
these activities for many years with 
my mother, Ethel Kinard, who was the 
Sunday School Superintendent and 
Leader of Programs. I also remember 
coming to church in a wagon driven by 
my father, George Kinard. Sometimes, 
we would walk the miles from home 
to church. All of my memories of 
Bethel are fond. When I was in my 

teens, I especially enjoyed nighttime 
church, and the United Methodist 
Youth Fellowship under the direction 
of Esta Mae Bedenbaugh. At that 
time, we were all meeting at Bethel 
one Sunday, then Pleasant Grove, 
Columbia City, and Siloam on different 
Sundays. All the youth really enjoyed 
the fellowship.” 
As the youth of the church grew up 

with each other, it was not uncommon 
for young people to fall in love with 
other members at the church. Ruth 
Hunter Robarts reminisced fondly that 
“Bethel is the dearest spot in the world 
to me. I remember wanting to come to 

“The church service was 
reserved for the ‘older’ folks, 
and we children were left to 
play outdoors while carefully 

tended to by the younger 
mothers. I can remember 

running through the cemetery 
playing and hearing some 

black frocked preacher giving 
the devil his due through the 
wide-opened windows while 
the congregation fanned with 

funeral home fans.”
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church when I was young, partly to see Wash (Robarts) 
because Mama wouldn’t let me ‘date.’ I always got real 
thirsty at church, so Wash would pump water for me. 
We did most of our courting in church.”
Food and fellowship were the most common 

memories shared by the congregation. Jack R. Herndon 
reminisced, “I remember going to Bethel church in 
the early 1920s with the family. Grandma Herndon 
would have a large chest full of food. After the church 
service, we would all have a picnic on the tables on the 
northwest side of the church.” Clarice Wood Morrell 
also recalled that her mother, Leila Jones Wood, and 
uncle, Rufus Jones, grew up attending Bethel, joining in 
1914 and 1917. Her grandmother was a Sunday School 
teacher there for many years. She remembered that “on 
days that dinner was served on tables in the church yard 
after church service, Grandma would get up very early 
to prepare the food she carried to church for the noon 
meal. She baked cakes and cookies, vegetables, and 
meat. Grandma and Grandpa were good neighbors to 
the people of the Bethel Community. Grandma would 
go and take care of sick people. Many times, she assisted 
when a baby was born in the community.”
The biggest feast day of the year was the annual 

Homecoming. At the 1933 Bethel Homecoming, 
newspapers noted that a large crowd gathered to hear 
the program and eat the sumptuous basket dinners 
prepared by the ladies as well as large quantities of 
barbequed meat that several of the men faithfully 
cooked to provide for the occasion. Features of the 
program were music, a reading of the history of the 
church, and a sermon by Brother Sam Scott filled with 
spiritual power, followed by Brother E. F. Steinmeyer 
who spoke on prohibition. Homecomings allowed 
friends and loved ones to see each other every year even 
after many had moved far away. Elaine Jones Denmark 
looked back on these times fondly. She reminisced that 
“as a small child, long wooden tables with food were 

Esta Mae Bedenbaugh teaching Sunday School Class. Jeanie and Brian Simpson, Red 

Porter, Dot and Henry Jones, M.L. Bednebaugh, Margie Jones Rutledge, Eleanor Estees. 

spread from end to end under the oak trees. 
I especially remember my grandmother, 
Agnes Jones, setting up her box lunch. 
She made the most delicious dishes. She 
was always asked by others if she brought 
chicken and dumplings, pound cake, and 
carrot cake. She always made sure that 
they had some of her cooking. Sometimes 
she would make sure that they took some 
home with them that day. I also have fond 
memories of Aunt Betty Jones playing the 
piano every Sunday. She is lovingly referred 
to as my ‘second mother.’ I remember the 
cemetery and church cleaning that was done 

Jack Herndon and Kurt Havrid at the dedication of the 

State Historic Marker in 1994.

www.fgc.edu
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before every Homecoming. Everyone wanted to 
make sure that Bethel was shining for her special 
day. I look now at the congregation on Sunday 
and feel so blessed to see my former Sunday 
School teachers as well as childhood friends still 
in attendance. Bethel is my family, and I thank 
the Lord for letting me be part of Bethel.”
The congregation at Bethel was, and is, a family. 

Looking back over his years as a member of 
Bethel, Al Williams was flooded with memories 
of the good times and bad as well as friends and 
loved ones. He noted “I recall the Sunday School 
classes with Bessie Nettles, Louise Colley, and 
Pearl Bedenbaugh. I remember my first part in 
our Christmas play. I recall homecomings of the 
past as if they were yesterday, and I remember 
all of the people that would come year after year 
for Homecoming. One of my fondest memories 
is how after we finished eating and playing, 
everyone would gather back inside the church 
and sing. I can see my Daddy, Guy Williams, 
my cousins, Roy Hunter, Lem Owens, Leslie 
Owens, and many mothers singing with Miss 
Donnie Payne playing the piano and Mr. George 
Adams or Mr. Carl Dobbs leading the singing. 
I remember the yearly revival; it was either the 
week before or after homecoming. One year, I 
fell asleep on the first row. I started talking in 

Bethel at Christmas Time. 

“As the youth of the church 
grew up with each other, 
it was not uncommon for 

young people to fall in love 
with other members at the 

church. Ruth Hunter Robarts 
reminisced fondly that 

“Bethel is the dearest spot in 
the world to me. I remember 
wanting to come to church 
when I was young, partly to 
see Wash (Robarts) because 

Mama wouldn’t let me ‘date.’ 
I always got real thirsty at 

church, so Wash would pump 
water for me. We did most of 

our courting in church.”

www.tire-mart.com


 

my sleep. I hollered out for my brother, Wayne, to 
get a bucket of water and throw on the fire. Boy, the 
Preacher, V.J. Ragsdale, must have been preaching a 
real fire and brimstone sermon for me to have done 
that. There are so many memories for me, but the most 
precious are the memories of how Bethel has shaped 
my life. I’ve been taught that God is with me every 
day. I’ve seen preachers, members, and nonmembers 
come and go, but all I have to do is look around, and 
I know God is here and will always be here. The fond 
memories of those Joneses, the Bedenbaughs, the 
Kinards, the Witts, the Adamses, the Griffins, and all 
the others that I love and have always respected. Most 
of all, my dearest Mother, Irma Robarts Williams, and 
my dearest Daddy, Guy G. Williams. I hope and pray 
that the young people will have fond memories like 
mine, but most of all, I pray that they will one day say 
that they were also blessed to be part of Bethel.” 
The memories of Bethel’s congregation reflect a 

church that has shined bright for more than two 
centuries in the Florida sun. Its earliest members 
gathered together and established a church on their 
shared faith and love of God. Those early pioneers 
were pillars of faith, love, family and fellowship. In 
their daily lives, they honored God, helped their fellow 
man, and laid the foundations of their beliefs that 
has been passed down from one generation to the 
next. The history of Bethel church is one that has seen 
many changes over the years, but what has remained 
a constant is the heart of its congregation and the 
open arms with which they have welcomed friends 
and strangers. Bethel has provided a place of refuge 
for those who are lost and a home to those who have 
been saved. As Bethel enters into its bicentennial, 
the church continues to grow in love and faith, and 
through God’s glory, it will continue to serve as a 
beacon and light in which future generations can find 
hope and salvation. 

Bethel United Methodist Church. 

- J.W. Williams (1860)

- W.D. Davis (1865)

- J.W. Jackson (1867)

- James P. DePass (1870)

- T.K. Leonard (1871)

- Samuel E. Phillips (1873)

- W.M. Watts (1877)

- W.C. Collins (1878)

- Thomas Joseph Phillips (1881)

- C.G. Fife (1883)

- Thomas S. Armistad (1883)

- Julius S. Collier (1885)

- W.M. Watts (1887)

- Julius D. Rogers (1888)

- Wm. Henry Fitzpatrick Robarts (1889)

- Samuel Scott (1892)

- Thomas Joseph Phillips (1894)

- Charles Wesley Innman (1894) 

- T. Bishop (1895)

- George P. Parker (1889) 

- Samuel Scott (1901) 

- Julius S. Collier (1902) 

- Theodore Lafyles Zabud Barr (1903)

- R.C. McWilliams (1905)

- F.L. Crowson (1906)

- M.O. Williams (1908)

- Thomas Williams (1911)

- J.F. Clark (1914)

- W.V. Bethea (1915)

- J.E. Shepard (1916)

- H.C. Rogers (1916)

- L. Glazier (1918)

- W.L. Nelson, J.B. Rooney (1919)

- Outland, W.L. Nelson, R.A. Selby (1919)

- Joe Barton (1920)

- S.T. Duchworth (19210

- H.M. Harrison (1922)

- E.L. Roy (1923)

- P.A. Black (1925)

- C.M. Cottton, D.C. Carn (1926)

Bethel United Bethel United 

Methodist Church Methodist Church 

PreachersPreachers

For much of its early history, Bethel was serviced by 
Circuit preachers. There are few records of pastors 
before 1860, however, those recorded include:

- Rev. John L. Jerry (1824)

- Rev. J.M. Bradley (1829) 

- Rev. Robert Huren (1840)

- Rev. James Huren (1841). 

 After 1860, the church has a complete record of 
its pastors including:

- A.B. Bowen (1927)

- R.E.L. Folsom (1928)

- W.N. Herndon (1929)

- Charlie H. Voss (1930)

- T.B. Kemp, F.P. McCall (1932)

- R.A. Shelby (1933)

- A. A. Godrey (1934)

- Walter Jefferson Nease (1936) 

- Paul Wagner (1939)

- John Adams, F.P. McCall (1940)

- H.T. Toole (1941)

- C.M. Sappington (1949)

- John T. Adams (1950)

- Francis C. Smelt (1951)

- H.D. Carr (1952)

- Ernest B. Luttrell (1953)

- Otis Alshire (1961)

- T.M. Goff (1963)

- C.B. Davis (1964)

- Louis Leigh (1969)

- Charles Rogers Sr. (1970)

- Marvin Buckner (1972) 

- Rush Severence (1974)

- Ira Conley (1976)

- C. Richard Jones (1977)

- Delbert King (1978)

- John Frederick Danielson (1980)

- Alfred H. Tracy (1983)

- Al Vogt (1984)

- Donald Ray Dalton (1985)

- John R. DeRuyter (1989)

- Dennis Bryan Simpson (1991)

- Erle Leslie Prevatt (1994)

- William Michael Wright (1997)

- Kenneth Hamilton (2000)

- Melanie Fierbaugh (2010)

- Deborah Wright McKown (2011)

- Glenda Ray Jones Brayman (2015)

- Ben Richards (2017) 

- Louis Trembly (2019) 
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I
f Leanna Beartree wasn’t an artist, she might’ve done 
quite well in the field of therapy. After all, her art — 
particularly her clay sculpting — is sort of a window into 

her healing process from the daily stresses of life. 
It doesn’t show up in just her sculpting, which is readily 

available at her art gallery, Beartree Pottery, located at 128 
NW Veterans St. in downtown Lake City. Her painting has 
become therapeutic for her. She connects the healing power 
of honest expression with the freedom she feels around a 
lump of clay. And she wants to share that personal power 
with Lake City. 
Beartree hasn’t been at it long, at least in the grand scheme 

of things. Roughly eight years is all it took to turn her from 
adrift college student to practicing artist. Her journey took 
her across the country and back to Florida, picking up 
techniques and strategies along the way to pass on to adult 
and child students alike. 
“Art is just the perfect thing for when you’re going through 

anything,” she said. “I use it when something good happens, 
when something bad happens, when I’m confused, when I’m 

Leanna Beartree’s Sunflower 

cups are in memory of her 

mother.

Clay TherapyClay Therapy
How Leanna Beartree is teaching healing in art

BY MORGAN MCMULLEN

anxious. 
“Anything like that, I can turn to art.”

FINDING HER MEDIUM

Originally from Oviedo, Beartree wasn’t always destined for 
this path. She and her husband, Rheed, attended Florida State 
University, where she originally studied interior design. From 
there, however, nothing else was mapped out in front of her. 
“I had the meltdown like we all do in college and was like, ‘I 

don’t want to do this with my life,’” Beartree said. 
Her professors tried to convince her to stay in the program, 

however, because of one major thing they each 
said they saw in her: a knack for artistry.
“I had, what they said my strengths 

were, was my artistic view of 
everything,” she said. “There wasn’t 
another person in the program 
that was as artistic-minded and 
creative-minded as I was.”
Beartree decided to take that 

Clay TherapyClay Therapy
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advice while still stepping away from interior 
design, instead focusing her efforts to channel 
that artistic stride, switching up her major to art 
in the process while getting on track to earn a 
master’s degree in art education. 
Originally, Beartree said, her main strengths 

lied in drawing and painting. It wasn’t until she 
took a pottery class that she fell in love with the 
medium. 
Even if it was an imperfect love. 
“I was like, ‘I’ve got this, I’m gonna be so great,’” 

she remembers thinking. “And I was awful. 
Absolutely so terrible.”
She’d never worked with clay before, but that 

single class convinced her to pursue it regardless. 
“I just became obsessed with it,” Beartree said. 

“I just loved the idea that you have this lump 
that came from the ground, and then you get to 
be the person that helps shape it into something 
beautiful. It just wasn’t beautiful yet.”
Yet. 
Beartree spent hours outside the classroom 

studying, molding, shaping, sculpting. It wasn’t 
like painting or drawing, she said, where you 
can carefully plan each step of the process and 
adjust along the way until you have your finished 
product. 

Leanna Beartree said art can help her through 

anything that happens – good or bad.

“Clay isn’t like that,” she said. “It is such a slow 
working medium… You kind of have to let the 
clay do its thing and let go sometimes. And I was 
not very good at letting go.
“It wasn’t until I realized that it doesn’t have 

to be perfect to be beautiful that then, all of the 
sudden, I was like, ‘Oh my gosh, it was me, I 
was the problem.’… If you’re not centered, you 
can’t get centered on the (spinning) wheel. I was 
too much in my own head, thinking about what 
it should be instead of focusing on the present 
moment of just being there with the clay.”
For Beartree, that was the biggest hurdle in 

shaping her own view of the medium. Now she 
just needed to spread that mindfulness to others. 

SHARING HER JOY

After moving around a bit to Colorado and 
South Florida, Leanna and Rheed found 
themselves in St. Augustine. Rheed is a Live Oak 
native and, when the couple had their daughter, 
Luna, they decided to move back to the area a 
little over a year ago. Recently having taught at 
Suwannee High School, Beartree said she and 
Rheed got to talking about how sad it was that 
students don’t have many outlets or opportunities 
to practice art in that kind of setting once they 
graduate. 
“’How wonderful would it be to give adults 

that joy back of a creative outlet again?’” she 
remembers Rheed asking her. However, Beartree 

I just loved the 
idea that you 
have this lump 
that came from 
the ground, and 
then you get to 
be the person 

that helps shape 
it into something 
beautiful. It just 
wasn’t beautiful 

yet.
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took it more as a prodding than a question. 
“He’s been pushing me for years,” Beartree said. 

“He’s like, ‘It combines everything you love. You get 
to focus on your own pottery, you’ll still be teaching, 
but you get to teach people that want it and want to 
learn and want to evolve or use some sort of therapy 
or whatnot.’”
Beartree’s father, Jaime Arroyo, was another pillar 

that helped steady her ladder on the way up.
“My dad likes to say he was the first investor in 

Beartree Pottery, because he was the one who bought 
me my first wheel eight years ago,” she said. “He has 
always been my No. 1 fan.
“Honestly, I’ve been super blessed.”
These conversations had been happening for the 

better part of a decade by that point. But this time, 
when that topic came up, Beartree saw a path forward 
with it when a storefront next to Amazing Graze 
opened up for a buyer. 
“The stars aligned for it to be able to work out,” she 

said. “Then we were just pedal to the metal… just 
trying to get it all together.”

Jewelry are among the items available at Beartree Pottery in downtown Lake City.

Leanna Beartree said she had to learn to let go while on the pottery wheel.

Leanna Beartree offers pottery sessions at her gallery.

STRONG SUPPORT 

Beartree had her fears. She remembers being a 
little hesitant to make the leap from simply wanting 
this outlet to teach and create art to actually 
fulfilling that role at her own significant risk. She 
said she wouldn’t have been able to follow through 
on those dreams without her own support system. 
“From my family, from (Rheed’s) family, from him, 

all these loving people around me,” she said. “I’m still 
terrified, you know? It’s scary… Are you going to — 
even if you are successful — handle this success in 
a way that is going to be sustainable. But mainly, it’s 

If you’re not 
centered, you can’t 
get centered on the 
(spinning) wheel. I 

was too much in my 
own head, thinking 

about what it should 
be instead of focusing 

on the present 
moment of just being 

there with the 
clay.
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Mugs and planters are offered at Beartree Pottery.

excitement. A little bit of fear, but mainly just elated 
and happy that I get the opportunity to do this, and 
I get to do it with my family. That was one of the 
biggest things that pushed us to do this full time.”
In her gallery, Beartree offers mugs, planters, and 

jewelry on top of her pottery sessions, which can 
range in expertise and scale from a fun parent-child 
instruction to a whole party of sculpting, and going 
up to full-on pottery classes. 
Beartree has already noticed the interest in her Lake 

City gallery. She said she’s found the community 
supportive and willing to spread the word on her 
work. 
“There’s not been one person that I’ve talked to 

about what I’m doing here and them being like, ‘Oh, 
that’s lame,’ or whatever,” she said. “Everyone’s just 
super stoked and super excited to have something else 
to do and to do creatively without having to drive an 
hour and a half or two hours or whatever to be able 
to have an experience like this and get your hands 
dirty, when you can really get muddy and actually 
create something with the mud, or just splash around. 
It really has been wonderful. I’ve felt a lot of support 
here.”
When she’s not manning her booth at the growers 

and makers market every other weekend downtown, 
she’s filling custom orders or teaching classes on her 
own terms back at the gallery. 
“I’m just so thankful,” she said.

HEALING CREATION 

Beartree has her favorites among her own art, of course. Her 
sunflower mugs, for example, reflect some of the heaviest grief she 
had to carry in her life. Her mother, Doris, passed away about a year 
and a half ago. Beartree was devastated, saying she grappled with the 
fallout of her passing. 
“She was my best friend,” Beartree said. “I struggled for a while. 

Usually, when I’m grieving or going through something, I do 
paintings in order to deal with my feelings. But I couldn’t paint when 
it came to her. I don’t know why.”
Beartree questioned if it was too soon or if there were too many 

emotions involved for that medium. Still, she knew she needed 
something to commemorate Doris’ memory. 

“Her favorite flower is sunflowers,” Beartree said. “I did her 
urn, and it was all sunflowers and everything. So I started 

doing the sunflower cups, and they take an exuberant 
amount of time, way longer than I probably 

should be spending on one piece. But I’m 
spending hours on it.”

The time spent with her sunflower cups is 
never wasted though. 

“It’s my favorite thing because it’s her, you 
know?” Beartree said. “She would like that 
she’s the most time-consuming. She was 

such a personality. And when you talked with 
her, you would spend hours talking with her, 

so it makes sense.”

PLANNING AHEAD 

Beartree has a fairly comprehensive map in 
her head for the future of Beartree Pottery. 
She wants to open a bigger teaching side to 
her gallery, to expand her storefront into a 
full-blown studio. 
“I would love to expand to have a studio 

space where people in the community can 
come,” she said. “Basically just like if you 

were paying to go to the gym, same kind of 
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membership. You come when we’re open hours, and you get 
to bring your own clay, create your own creations. Then I can 
just offer all the services. Obviously, I’d still do classes, because, 
selfishly, it’s one of my favorite parts.”
Still, she knows not everybody is all-in on self-expression 

through clay. Maybe other art mediums that are a little less 
messy. But Beartree would still have those folks over to try to 
persuade them regardless. 
“If you’re making a fool, you’re making a fool of yourself, and 

it’s with someobdy else that you care about,” she said. “No one 
else is going to judge you. 
“I guarantee that you’ll make something, and you end up with 

something that you can bring home and sits on your shelf that 
you can either laugh about or be proud about.”

The community support for Beartree Pottery has been 

noticed by Leanna Beartree.

Leanna Beartree hopes to extend the teaching side of her gallery.

I guarantee that you’ll 
make something, 

and you end up with 
something that you can 
bring home and sit on 

your shelf that you can 
either laugh about or 

be proud about.
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T
he passion of creating and sharing appears to be a 
dominant trait in the DNA of Fredrick Vandyck.
Although he does countless jobs as a welder, he also 

manages to find time to create unique home decor pieces as 
well as teach others the skills that are needed for success in 
the technical field.
Vandyck, who recently celebrated his 46th birthday, is a 

resident of O’Brien. He has been welding for about 35 years.
Vandyck has been welding since he was 11 years old, after 

being inspired by his older brother’s friend.
“Growing up as a kid, I always saw my older brother’s best 

friend come to the house on his lunch break and he would 
always be driving a really, really crazy looking car — like half 
worked on and the other half all messed up,” Vandyck said. 
“No matter what he looked like, his clothes were always tore 
up, but he would always have money in his pocket. I used to 
look at that and say, ‘This is what I want to be. I want to be 
able to be dirty, but always be self sufficient.’”
Once he entered the field of welding and became a 

Fredrick Vandyck holds up a 

‘Welcome’ sign that he made out of 

horseshoes while standing in front 

of some of his other creations.

By TONY BRITT

Vandyck combines welding, 
horseshoes into artwork

professional, Vandyck was able to turn the skills he learned 
for work into a craft where he could let his imagination guide 
him to a broader creator with a welding torch.
Vandyck moved to O’Brien from Illinois about three 

years ago. He said he began welding home decor items as a 
extension of his regular welding work.
“Once I started doing welding and started my own business, 

I realized that I could do other things, more than just weld,” 
he said, noting that his work affords him the opportunity to 
handle jobs at different times. “I’m always free. I always have 
some free time and then I started thinking about horseshoes. 
I could do stuff with horseshoes.”
He said in Florida, it appears that lots of people seem to like 

to purchase antiques and old-school items and he wanted to 
create items incorporating horseshoes.
After gleaning some tips from videos on YouTube, Vandyck 

began practicing and soon he was making home decor items 
featuring horseshoes as the main component.
“I started trying it and putting my own flair on it and that’s 

RingerRingerRingerRinger
QuiteQuite aa
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Fredrick Vandyck goes through a 55-gallon drum of horseshoes in about three weeks to create his signs and decor.

“We have an 
old barn that I 
use horseshoes 
to make fringes 
on it. I always 
played with 

horseshoes, but 
I just got into 
it more when I 
realized I could 
make signs and 
stuff with them.”

how they took off,” he said.
After showing some of his pieces to 

his neighbor, the neighbor encouraged 
Vandyck to attend some shows as a 
vendor.
“The first time I went, I did not sell a 

single thing,” he said.
However, a silver lining appeared at 

the end of the day that encouraged his 
venture.
Vandyck met a woman as he was 

packing up for the day, who said she 
had no money but offered to give him 
a tent in exchange for one of his ‘Home 
Sweet Home’ signs and an extra $50 
since he had no tent.
“I needed a tent if I was going to be 

going to these shows, so I did. We 
made that trade and I still have that 
tent today,” he said, noting he began 
creating his custom pieces of home 
decor featuring the horseshoes three 
years ago. “The welding part always 
still comes, but I wanted something 
different to keep me busy and 
interested and so that’s how I got into 
those pieces.”

Vandyck said he was attracted to 
putting his personal touch and flair on 
the pieces with horseshoes.
“Everything I do, I always make sure 

I put my own signature on it,” he said. 
“Even with the welding, everybody can 
put down a bead, but I don’t have to 
sign it. My welding, I can always come 
back 20 years later and know I welded 
that. Everything I do, I always try to 
put my own touch on it.”
Vandyck said he decided to work 

with horseshoes because Florida and 
Kentucky are the major states that are 
nestled with a lot of horses.
He said a lot of people he worked for 

had an abundance of horseshoes and 
wanted to know whether he could do 
something with them.
“We have an old barn that I use 

horseshoes to make fringes on it,” he 
said. “I always played with horseshoes, 
but I just got into it more when I 
realized I could make signs and stuff 
with them.”
Using the horseshoes, Vandyck 

makes ‘Welcome Home’ and ‘Home 



 

Sweet Home’ signs. He’s also created 
specialized signs out of horseshoes for 
businesses and he even creates some 
pieces signs with people’s names out of 
horseshoes.
He said he’s even created pieces with 

the name of a customer’s child out of 
the horseshoes that were used to shoe 
their horses.
“I make anything,” Vandyck said. 

“In the front of our house, I have ‘The 
Vandycks’ written in horseshoe, so 
it glows at night so everybody can 
see it. At night, even if you can’t see 
the address, you can still see ‘The 
Vandycks.’”
Not exactly sure of how many 

horseshoes he uses in a year as he 
creates the different pieces of decor, art 
work and sculptures, Vandyck knows 
it’s a rather large amount.
“Let’s just say the guy gives me 

55-gallon drums full, which probably 
there is probably anywhere from 
10,000-20,000 horseshoes, aluminum 
and steel,” he said. “I can probably run 
through that in about three weeks.”
Vandyck also teaches a virtual 

welding class and constantly reminds 
his students to take their time and 
make sure they weld things correctly. 
He applies the same process, mentality 
and commitment in creating and 

Fredrick Vandyck has created signs for businesses out of horseshoes and signs with people’s names on them.

“Every place I go 
everybody always 
says, ‘I’m so glad I 
came to this booth, 
because your stuff is 
amazing.’ I get a lot 

of awesome reactions 
where everybody is 
blown away when 

they see the pieces.”

completing his work.
“When I first started, sometimes it 

took me a day,” he said of completing 
pieces. “Now, sometimes it takes me 
about 30 minutes.”
Vandyck is a regular at arts and crafts 

shows and takes pride in sharing the 
pieces that he’s created through his 
welding.
He said he likes selling his creations 

to different people that he meets at the 
shows.
“I get this saying all the time, ‘Oh my 

God, I’ve never seen anything like this 
before’ or ‘Oh my God, your stuff is 
amazing,’” Vandyck said of customers’ 

reactions to the hand-created and 
welded pieces. “Every place I go 
everybody always say, ‘I’m so glad I 
came to this booth, because your stuff 
is amazing.’ I get a lot of awesome 
reactions where everybody is blown 
away when they see the pieces.”
Last year Vandyck sold nearly $13,000 

worth of his pieces at different events, 
venues and settings.
Now that he is established and known 

for creating pieces with the horse 
shoes, Vandyck hasn’t yet decided what 
challenge as that he wants to take on 
next.
“I am good where I’m at now with the 

welding,” he said. “I’m good there. I’m 
comfortable. The only part that I was 
really, really wanting to get into was 
the teaching part and I’ve got that as 
well, so I would hate for this trade to 
die.”
Vandyck admitted some people are 

afraid of the fire, arcs and getting 
burned while welding.
“If you trade that, basically you never 

will go hungry,” he said.
In the near future, more of Vandyck’s 

work will be available for public 
consumption, as he and his wife plan 
to bring people onto their property, 
showing off their animals and 
providing camping space.
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BORN TO 

BE BRAVE

Fort White High grad 

Willie Carter finally gets 

shot at lifelong dream.

By JORDAN KROEGER

jkroeger@lakecityre
porter.com

W
illie Carter walked in his grandfa-

ther’s living room phone in hand.

June’s Major League Baseball 

Draft was winding down and Carter’s 

phone still hadn’t rung. In Round 34 of 

40, he started to come to the realization 

he wouldn’t be drafted.

Again.

“He said, ‘Papa, it doesn’t look good,’” 

Carter’s grandfather Charles Anson recalls.

As optimism turned to pessimism, 

Carter, 22, began preparing himself for a 

return trip to Webber International for his 

senior season. But just then, his phone lit 

up. It was John Bunnell, a former player 

at Lake City Community College and now 

a scout for the Atlanta Braves. 

They were selecting Carter 

with the 1,027th pick.

“He went from the lowest low 

and so sad to the highest,” said 

Anson, 73. “He was so happy, oh 

my God, he could hardly speak.”

Carter, who was passed over in 

the draft three times before — once 

out of Fort White High School and 

twice in junior college at Pensacola 

State — didn’t hesitate. He wasn’t 

going back to school again.

It was finally his shot at the big 

leagues and he wasn’t turning it down.

“I was like, ‘When do I sign?’ I didn’t 

even let them finish talking,” Carter said.

A DARK PLACE

Being drafted is a dream come true for 

Carter, but his story is a long and wind-

ing one, full of some incredible highs but 

also some dark lows. 

When Carter was just a toddler, Anson 

and his now deceased wife, Myra, took 

custody of him because his father, Willie 

Lee Carter, couldn’t stay away from sell-

ing drugs. His mother, Wendy, also fell 

into drug abuse.

Anson even remembers Carter’s father 

behind the dugout of Carter’s t-ball 

games, ignoring his son while taking 

drug orders on the phone. 

“It was obvious what he was doing,” 

Anson said. “He was the biggest drug 

dealer in Lake City.”

His father eventually landed in jail and 

was sentenced to 15 years in prison in 2006 

for 13 drug related offenses dating back to 

2004, which included selling cocaine and 

fleeing from authorities. That left Carter 

with his mother, the Ansons’ daughter, and 

Anson knew his grandson would be headed 

down the wrong path if he didn’t act.

Anson says Wendy was a former 4.0 

student at Lake City Community College 

before she met Carter’s father. But her 

relationship with him led to a heroin 

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

Florida running back Lamical Perine (2) runs a drill Friday 

with coach Greg Knox. The Gators started preseason 

practice at the Sanders Practice Fields on campus.

Florida has highest expectations in decade

By MARK LONG

Associated Press

GAINESVILLE — Even 

though Dan Mullen has 

enjoyed plenty of success as 

a head coach at Mississippi 

State and Florida, he’s never 

won more than 10 games in 

a season.

He seems poised for a 

breakthrough.

He certainly has a team 

capable of making it happen.

Mullen opened his second 

season with the Gators on 

Friday amid the program’s 

highest expectations in near-

ly a decade. Florida made 

a six-win jump in Mullen’s 

inaugural campaign and 

believes a number of return-

ing starters and coaching 

continuity will help maintain 

the upward trend.

“We have some guys that 

can look at last season and 

have the maturity to look 

and say, ‘Hey, we had 10 

wins, but we missed some 

opportunities,’” Mullen 

said. “We could have been 

even better. ... There also 

were some games that we 

let get awful close that it 

could very easily have been 

an eight-win season, sev-

en-win season.

“When you really under-

stand that and understand 

how small the margin for 

error is, that’s how you get 

those wins. That’s why it is 

so difficult.”

Much of Florida’s turn-

around in 2018 could be 

traced to the 4-7 debacle the 

previous year. The offense 

was downright inept in 

2017, the defense faded 

down the stretch and coach 

Jim McElwain was gone 

before November.

Mullen harnessed all his 

players’ frustration for moti-

vation, and it worked. Now, 

the Gators are expected to 

open the season with their 

highest ranking in the AP 

poll since 2010.

Maintaining it could 

be more difficult in Year 

2, especially with what 

appears to be a more 

daunting schedule. The 

Gators open against Miami 

on Aug. 24 in Orlando. 

They also face Georgia in 

Jacksonville, Auburn on 

homecoming and have road 

games against Kentucky, 

LSU, South Carolina and 

Missouri.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

AP PHOTO 

Danville Braves outfielder Willie Carter 

(15) rounds the bases after hitting a home 

run against the Pulaski Yankees at Calfee 

Park on June 30, in Pulaski, Virginia.

Gators open camp 

with big dreams 

for 2019 season.

CARTER continued on 6B

GATORS continued on 6B

B2

THE ONE BIG
We cover all of

Columbia County

Call to Subscribe!

386-752-1293 • lakecityreporter.com

Lake City Reporter

DIFFERENCE IN 

OUR SPORTS 

SECTION

• Primary Care • In House Lab Draws 

• DOT Physicals • Work/School Physicals 

• Weight Loss • Hormone Replacement 

• Wrinkle Treatment • Biotin Injections 

• IV Infusions & Injections • B-12 & B-12 MIC

263 SW Professional Glen, Lake City, FL 32025
Phone: 386-438-5722 | Mon-Thur 7:30am - 5:30pm

New Patients Welcome
Most Insurance Accepted

New Location Coming Soon!

Cassidy Health & Wellness
Timothy Cassidy, FNP-C

CURRENTS | Summer 2023 | 31

www.lakecityreporter.com
www.esequipsales.com


 

3

3

3

Corporate & Group Rates • Catering Services 
Banquet & Meeting Space

R
E

A
DER S ’ C HO

IC
E

L
ak

e C
ity Reporter

20222022

213 SW Commerce Dr.
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Baton carrying Felknor to 
bigger, international stages

Audrey Felknor, who graduated from Suwannee High in May, will 

compete at the world championships for twirling in August with her 

team, the All-Stars Twirling Academy out of Middleburg.

Audrey Felknor began twirling in the fourth grade, wanting 

to join friends in trying out the sport.

By JAMIE WACHTER

I
n a sport known for uniformity, a recent Suwannee 
High graduate is ready to shine, globally.
At the IBTF Nationals Cup and World 

Championships in Liverpool, England, in August, 
Audrey Felknor and the All-Stars Twirling Academy 
will be making their world championship debut.
The global scale will be just the start for increased 

attention for Felknor, who will also start performing 
this fall as a Gatorette at the University of Florida.
They are the culmination of years of work, and the 

realization of a recent goal that with every toss of the 
baton, Felknor could soar higher.
“I was like, ‘If I want to go farther with this, I need to 

get out there and step out of my comfort zone and try 
new things,’” Felknor said of her decision in the fall 
of 2021 to try and join the All-Stars. “That’s when I 
decided to go bigger.”

SMALL BEGINNINGS

Before she knew she wanted to go big, Felknor’s start 
in twirling began small. As a fourth-grader with a 
background in dance, Felknor saw her friends enjoying 
a different sport: twirling. So she decided to try it, too.
While it is carrying her to England and the 

Southeastern Conference, it wasn’t exactly love at first 
sight — or throw.
Rather, there were “some ups and downs,” Felknor 

admitted. She performed during competitions for two 
years with Twirling by Kary before she decided she’d 
had enough.
“I was like, ‘I don’t want to do this anymore. I’m done,’” 

she said, adding there was also the added challenge of a 
southpaw having to learn how to perform right-handed 
since that is how the majority of twirling is done.

GIVING IT A

TwirlTwirl
But she wasn’t completely finished. She still practiced 

some at home by herself, just not for competitions or 
with a team.
That all changed a few years later when high school 

and the lure of the Friday night lights brought Felknor 
and her baton back out of the shadows.
As a freshman, Felknor’s serious pursuit of twirling 

was put into motion.
“I really love the team and I love performing on Friday 

Photos by Behold Photography by 

Lori and Paul Buchanan.
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Audrey Felknor started to get more interested in twirling as a freshman at Suwannee 

High, when she joined the school’s majorettes.

Performing in front of a crowd at a game is something Audrey Felknor enjoys doing.

As she performed throughout high school, Audrey Felknor started thinking about 

bigger stages.

nights,” Felknor said, adding her years of dancing 
helped as the routines involve dance, just with a 
baton in hand. “I always thought it would be cool to 
do it on a bigger scale, more people, bigger facility. 
That’s what I’m doing.”

“I really love the 
team and I love 
performing on 
Friday nights. I 

always thought it 
would be cool to 
do it on a bigger 

scale, more 
people, bigger 
facility. That’s 

what I’m doing.”
CHASING THE DREAM

Enjoying the performances at Langford Stadium 
on Friday nights, Felknor started to dream about 
performing on a larger scale.
So even when football season ended, and practice 

for the majorettes usually stopped, Felknor 
continued to work with Kary Black. Every week, 
whether it was in the gym at SHS or the courtyard at 
the school, Felknor kept practicing throughout the 
school year, honing her skills.
“That’s when I was like, ‘I want to go bigger,’” she 

said.
During that time, Felknor also added a nerve-

wracking skill to her routine. At the end of summer 
camps with Twirling by Kary, Black would introduce 
the campers to fire batons. They would have the 
opportunity to hold them and practice doing it.
At Bulldog Bash during Suwannee’s homecoming 

activities her freshman year, Felknor transitioned 
from practicing it to performing it. She’s been doing 
it ever since, although the nerves never really leave.
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Audrey Felknor first performed with fire batons for a crowd at the Bulldog 

Bash before homecoming her freshman year at Suwannee High.

Audrey Felknor joined the All-Stars Twirling Academy team during her junior year, 

competing with the team at nationals last summer.

“It’s still nerve wracking even after I’ve done 
it how many years,” she said. “You have to keep 
it going. You can’t just hold it because then the 
flames will go up your arms. So you have to think 
while you’re doing it to keep it moving, don’t drop 
it on the ground and light the field on fire at the 
homecoming game.”
Felknor also pushed past the nerves to chase 

after that goal of going bigger.
Following a camp with the SHS majorettes 

during her junior year, another camper’s mom 
offered to reach out to June Stoeber with the 
All-Stars, the Middleburg-based gym that also 
has groups in Gainesville, Macclenny and Lake 
Butler.
With introductions out of the way, all that 

was left was for Felknor to find the right fit. 
She attended a class in both Gainesville and 
Macclenny before settling on Gainesville as her 
home gym.
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Go Further  
Together at

FGC

386.752.1822

www.fgu.edu

Training at different gyms, Audrey Felknor said team-building activities helped the All-Stars come together in time to qualify for worlds 

during last summer’s nationals meet in Indiana.

A couple of familiar faces, including the camper 
that offered the opportunity, helped seal the deal.
“It’s smaller and I already kind of knew one of 

the girls,” she said. “That really helped.”

“You have to keep 
it going. You can’t 

just hold it because 
then the flames will 
go up your arms. So 

you have to think 
while you’re doing 

it to keep it moving, 
don’t drop it on the 
ground and light the 

field on fire at the 
homecoming game.”

GOING TO NATIONALS

While finding her footing in Gainesville 
throughout the competition season in 2021-22, 
last summer offered a new challenge.
In preparation for the USA and World Twirling 

Championships at the University of Notre Dame 
last July, the various pockets of All-Stars had to 
come together as one.
“It was really hard at first,” Felknor said, adding 

that at times during the competition season the 
various gyms would compete against each other. 
“We didn’t know each other. At first, we didn’t 
really feel like a team. It felt like we all were just 
getting together, twirling together and then going 
home.”
So Stoeber instituted some team-building 

exercises, including “secret sisters.” Plus, there 
were the constant practices, three to four a week.

www.fgu.edu
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When she joined the All-Stars, Audrey Felknor trained in Gainesville.

Audrey Felknor and the All-Stars finished second last summer at 

nationals, qualifying for the world championships for the first time.

“It was really 
hard at first. 

We didn’t know 
each other. At 
first, we didn’t 
really feel like 
a team. It felt 

like we all were 
just getting 
together, 

twirling together 
and then going 

home.”

By the time the All-Stars reached 
South Bend, Indiana, they were a 
team and brought a home a runner-up 
finish to qualify for this year’s world 
championships.
It was a first for the All-Stars.

www.mercymedicalurgentcare.com


 

GOING INTERNATIONAL

With that first trip to the world 
championships, there are a lot of 
unknowns.
For starters, Felknor said in normal 

competitions, the judges sit in the 
back of the bleachers, out of sight 
and out of mind. The teams also don’t 
immediately know their score.
That won’t be the case in England. 

Instead, the judges will be front and 
center and the scores will be delivered 
while they are still on the mat.
“That will be different from anything 

we’ve ever done,” she said. “It’ll be 
nerve-wracking for sure.”
Prior to heading to Europe, though, 

the team plans to practice for that 
change to help ease those nerves.
What they won’t need help with this 

summer, though, is becoming a team. 
That was already accomplished a year 
ago.
“We really get along and we work well 

together,” Felknor said.

Audrey Felknor and the All-Stars will have a new experience at worlds: the judges will be front and center and give out scores immediately.

BECOMING A GATORETTE

The trip to England for the world 
championships isn’t the only big scale 
that Felknor will be perfoming on.
Within days of returning from the 

European competition, band camp 
will begin at the University of Florida 
where Felknor will perform as a 
Gatorette following the “longest day” 
of her life in May and a “rough few 
months” until she found out she had 
made the team.
That success, though, was the end 

result, she believes, of joining the All-
Stars and competing at nationals a year 
ago.
The extra practice meant learning 

new skills. Seeing other twirlers that 
were better and more refined helped 
as well.
“That really pushed me to get to their 

level,” she said.
Reaching that level means the 

performances are also going to be 
bigger, much like she’s dreamed 

“I feel like no 
matter how 

many times I sit 
there and think 

about how it will 
be, I feel like 

you don’t know 
until you’re 
really there 

experiencing it.”
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After competing at the world championships in August, Audrey 

Felknor will continue as a Gatorette at the University of Florida.

about the past four years. From performing in front of a couple thousand fans at 
Suwannee games, Felknor now will be taking the field at Ben Hill Griffin Stadium 
in front of 88,000.
But so far, Felknor is trying her best not to think about all those eyes being on 

her.
“I feel like no matter how many times I sit there and think about how it will be, I 

feel like you don’t know until you’re really there experiencing it,” she said. “That’s 
what one of the girls who is already at Gatorette told me, she was like, ‘Nothing 
prepares you. You won’t be prepared the first time you’re out there. It’s so different 
from anything you’ve ever experienced.’”
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WHIDDON CONSTRUCTION & ROWHIDDON CONSTRUCTION & ROOOFINGFING
“STAY ON TOP OF YOUR ROOFING NEEDS”

295 NW Commons Loop, Ste. 115-262, Lake City, FL
www.whiddonconstruction.com

386-754-7367

At Whiddon Construction Company, we decided to enter the home 
improvement industry in 2005 to serve the Lake City, Florida area with 

honesty and integrity. We strive to give our customers reliable results they 
can count on. If you need anything done to your home, we can do it!

From start to finish, this company showed 
professionalism and integrity. They did the job 
right the first time. I would highly recommend 

Whiddon Construction Company to anyone. 
– Victoria F. 

 
Wonderful to work with. Great workmanship. 

I highly recommend this contractor.
– Dorci G.
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We deliver 
so muc h more.

At UF Health, delivering your baby is our labor of love. In cozy, beautifully decorated labor and delivery 

rooms, our UF Health Women’s Center team will nurture the best experience possible for the special 

delivery you’ve been waiting for. You’ll have the option to choose between an obstetrician or a nurse 
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advanced care in North Florida for both you and your baby. After delivery, new parents will have 

access to a full range of specialists — from neonatologists to lactation consultants — focused on 

supporting you as you care for your little one. Make plans to share your special day with us. From 

bump to bundle and everything in between, UF Health delivers so much more for you and your family. 

Visit UFHealth.org/pregnancy for more information 

about what to expect for you and your family.

www.ufhealth.org/pregnancy
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SIGN-ON BONUS

$3,000$1,000
Full-time & Hourly Openings • Competitive wages • Shift differential 

available • Referral bonus program • Employee Engagement Activities 

Starting Pay *$18.35 HR 2nd Shift
*Includes perfect attendance incentive.

ADVANCEMENT &
DEVELOPMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES

MEDICAL, 
DENTAL & VISION 

INSURANCE

LIFE INSURANCE PAID VACATION 401(K) 
CONTRIBUTIONS

A comprehensive 

medical, dental and 

vision plan is offered 

to ensure employees 

can obtain the care 

they need. In addition, 

under the medical 

plan, preventive care 

is covered 100% at 

in-network facilities.

Basic life insurance is 

company provided to 

ensure our employees 

have financial 

protection when their 

loved ones need it the 

most.

Company match, long 

term tax benefits, 

investment options 

and geographic 

flexibility makes 

putting money aside 

for tomorrow easy.

Team Members 

receive paid vacation 

and flexible floating 

holidays. 

3 8 6 -2 0 8 - 0 1 4 4 PILGRIMS.COM/CAREERS

CONTACT US TODAY!

Starting Pay *$16.35 HR 1st Shift

www.pilgrims.com/careers


 

J
effrey A. Moore doesn't do things half way.
When Moore, who relocated to Lake City last fall from 

South Carolina, pursues a creative outlet, he does so full-
bore.
It has made the artist a modern-day renaissance man with a 

wide variety of talents.
“I've always been creatively driven, so I touch on 

everything,” said Moore, who also is the vice president and 
director of creative services and brand management and 
marketing for Genesis Healthcare. “But when I do it, I go in 
100%. It's scary.”
While he's able to use his natural creative ability at work, it's 

during his free time that Moore really finds ways to get that 
fix. And it comes in so many ways. He's an award-winning 
photographer, who also produces art in watercolors and 
acrylics. He's also done pottery and makes and sells jewelry. 
The former journalist also has raised champion Labrador 
Retrievers and takes care of 25 species of finches in his 
backyard aviary.
“I have a very short attention span,” Moore said in 

RenaissanceRenaissance

Moore fills creative need 
in many areas By JAMIE WACHTER

explaining his wide array of interests and talents, noting he 
can spend weeks or months painting with watercolors before 
losing interest and moving on to a different medium or 
talent.
But through it all, Moore is focused on finding a way to 

create.
“It’s almost addictive to me now,” Moore said. “I need to 

fulfill that creative need. It’s sort of like, I don’t want to get 
heavy with it, but it’s sort of like a drug for me. When I’m 
creating, my mind is at ease. If I don’t, I’ll actually go into like 
a depression, sort of. I need to do that creative. I have to have 
that.”

ARTISTIC ABILITY

Art has always come naturally for Moore, who said he was 
terrible in school except for that one class.
“I could draw from a young age,” he said.
Still, art took a backseat when Moore pursued a degree 

and a career in journalism. But a funny thing happened. As 
he was in the job market, vying for reporter openings, he'd 

Man

Jeffrey A. Moore creates a 

wide variety of artwork.
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Jeffrey A. Moore finds inspiration for some of his paintings from the aviary in his backyard

always get pushed toward the creative 
and graphics departments, building 
ads.
He transitioned to a publishing 

company and, again, soon found 
himself in production, turning out 
covers.
“It came naturally and I could do it 

fast,” he said.
After a move from Pennsylvania to a 

small town in South Carolina, Moore 
found himself without much to do and 
a lot of time on his hands, especially 
when the covid-19 pandemic hit.
The newfound time led to an old 

creative outlet: his artwork.
“I had to occupy myself,” he said. 

“It just sparked a whole new creative 
mindset for me and I haven’t stopped 
since.”

LOOKING FOR A CHALLENGE

While Moore hasn't stopped fulfilling 
his creative needs, the outlets for those 
creations has changed and adapted 
widely over the years.
In Pennsylvania, Moore tried his 

hand at landscape photography. He 
began going to trade shows to better 
hone his craft.
Soon, Moore was asked to start taking 

portraits and headshots, to shoot 
weddings and other events.
So, he bought a building in the 

historic district of Shrewsbury, 
Pennsylvania, and turned it into a 
photography studio.
“I did that for years,” he said, racking 

up honors as the best photographer in 
York County for four or five years in a 
row.
Suddenly, Moore decided to pursue a 

“It’s almost 
addictive to me 
now. I need to 

fulfill that creative 
need. It’s sort of 
like, I don’t want 
to get heavy with 
it, but it’s sort of a 
drag for me. When 

I’m creating, my 
mind is at ease.”
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OPEN 6 DAYS 

A WEEK 

FOR YOUR 

CONVENIENCE, 

MON–SAT

We Accept 

Credit Cards, 

Lending Club 

and CareCredit

1788 SW Barnett Way

Lake City, FL 32025

 Serving Lake City  Serving Lake City 
for over for over 25 YEARS!25 YEARS!
 Serving Lake City  Serving Lake City 
for over for over 25 YEARS!25 YEARS!

386-675-0643

Our 

Comprehensive 

Services 

Include:

General Dentistry
• exams 

• cleanings 
• fillings

Restorative 
Dentistry
• dentures 

• partials • veneers
• implants 

• crowns & bridges

Endodontics & 
Periodontics
• root canals 

• laser gum surgery
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www.AspireDentalLakeCity.com

new outlet.
“I got bored with it,” he said. “I didn’t want to do that 

anymore, I wanted to show dogs.”
So Moore sold his photography business and turned 

the studio into an artist co-op. He also began raising and 
showing Labrador Retrievers, continuing until he raised a 
national champion.
Once again, the passion started to wane.
“I’ll get kind of good at something, then I get bored with 

it,” he said. “It’s almost like a challenge to be really good at it. 
Then when I really am, or I feel I am, then I need to move on 
to a new challenge.
“It’s kind of like the dogs. I’m like world-renowned for the 

dogs. After that happened, I was just like, ‘All right, I need to 
move on to something else.’”

AVIARY AND ART

Currently, that something else is producing jewelry, 
producing other art — one of his watercolors of a sea 
turtle placed second at the Wally Reichert Memorial Art 
Competition through the Gateway Art Gallery and Columbia 
County Public Library — and taking care of birds in his 
backyard aviary.
The different outlets help keep the creativity flowing when 

the boredom starts to kick in. One also helps feed into each 
other.
For starters, his aviary, which includes 25 different species 

of finches from all over the world, is a source of inspiration 
for his artwork. Decorated with antique boxes and old wheels 
as well as bushes, shrubs and trees that provide a natural 

Jewelry is one of Jeffrey Moore’s creative outlets.

habitat for the birds, Moore can always 
find inspiration.
“There’s always something interesting 

in a picture,” he said, using those 
pictures as a reference to create his 
paintings.
But the aviary is more than just 

inspiration for artwork. For someone 
who grew up on a 200-plus acre farm, 
it's a way to keep that connection 
to animals and to nature. With the 
natural habitat created in his aviary, he 
can watch the birds build their nests 
and feed their babies.
It also allows Moore to make 

connections in his new hometown.

'THAT'S SO ME'

On Moore's website, jeffrey-moore.
com, he uses the tagline, “That's so 
me.”
That phrase serves as a reminder of 

the emotional connection Moore, as 
an artist, can make with those enjoying 
the art or purchasing the art.
Regardless of what piece it is, Moore 

has a way of connecting with pretty 
much everybody.
“If I did it and they’re interested in it, 

then I probably have some of the same 
interests that they do. That always 
winds up being a catalyst,” he said.
For starters, his bird pieces leads 

to conversations about the animals, 
which in turn can lead to an invite to 
tour the aviary and see the multitude 
of species that have a home there.

“I’ll get kind 
of good at 

something, then 
I get bored with 
it. It’s almost like 
a challenge to be 
really good at it. 

Then when I really 
am, or I feel I am, 

then I need to 
move on to a new 

challenge.”

www.aspiredentallakecity.com


 

Baya.com

Caring 
for you 

and 
about 
you 
since 
1984.

Jeffrey Moore won second place in the Wally Reichert Memorial art 

show with his sea turtle painting.

A lot of Jeffrey Moore’s work is inspired by animals and nature.

“I've actually met so many people and become 
friends with so many people because I invite them 
over,” he added. “It’s just kind of cool to meet these 
new people.”
The birds, too, can end up inviting people over.
Moore said some of the powerhouse singers in his 

aviary can end up luring walkers on the roads in 
his neighborhood to his front door, wanting to see 
where the beautiful melody is coming from.

PUTTING HIS SPIN ON IT

As his interests change and he pursues new 
creative outlets, Moore not only likes a new 
challenge, but he also enjoys learning.
A self-taught artist, Moore turning his photo 

studio into a co-op for artists to produce and sell 
their wares helped recharge his creative batteries 
in Pennsylvania. The Gateway Art Gallery in 
downtown Lake City, he said, has the potential to 
do the same.
The co-op in Pennsylvania helped lead to Moore 

taking up pottery for awhile, moved by the ability 
to really let his creativity run wild.
“I like the things that just have a world of 

creativity to them,” he said, adding that is why he 
enjoys about his jewelry, is the seemingly endless 
options of what to make and create.
When he moved to Lake City last fall, the first 

thing Moore did was look into the art community 
in the area, which led him to the Gallery. It has 

“I like to go 
in and I like 
to learn how 
they’re doing 

it. But I’m never 
satisfied with 
that. I always 
want to figure 
out how to put 
a spin on it so 
it’s different.”

www.baya.com


 

Vegan Appetite Suppressant Gummies!

TRIM Gummies helps reduce cholesterol, lower 

blood sugar and suppress sugar cravings

Try Our
ALL NEW  
TRIM® 
Gummies

 No Caffeine

 No Stimulants

 No Sugar

LOOSE WEIGHT NATURALLY
with TRIM by SUNMED

Follow us on Facebook @GetSunmedLakeCity

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • AGRICULTURE

Checkout Our New Location!Checkout Our New Location!Checkout Our New Location!Checkout Our New Location!

3845 S US Hwy 441 Lake City, FL  32025

Just what the 
doctor ordered...

HEALTH 
IN THE LAKE CITY REPORTER

• The latest health care 

news and information

Call to subscribe

Lake City Reporter

752-1293

• Important health 

information for all ages

• World health news • Health tips and 

nutritional information

not disappointed him, especially the wide array of 
artists who are part of the group, who also have a 
vast variety of talents and techniques that Moore can 
learn from.
“There's a lot of classes down there I still want 

to take, to be exposed to different things,” Moore 
said, noting his next venture may be stained glass, 
a recent class offering at the Gallery. “I like to go in 
and I like to learn how they’re doing it. But I’m never 
satisfied with that. I always want to figure out how to 
put a spin on it so it’s different.
“I think that’s why people are drawn to a lot of my 

stuff is it’s just different.”

More than an artist on canvas, Jeffrey Moore can also bake a delicious cake.
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Jeff Hampton, C.F.A.

Log on to:

http://Columbia.floridapa.com
Interactive Record Search & GIS Mapping

MAIN OFFICE
135 NE Hernando Ave., Ste 238, Lake City, FL 32055

(386) 758-1083

Property Search

GIS Map

Sales Report

Amendment 1 Information

Tax Estimator

Amendment 10

Exemptions

Agriculture Classification

Tangible Property Tax

Tax Returns

Report & Map Pricing

Download Forms

Important Dates

Homestead Fraud

Call Jeff Hampton for more information about website.

Two Locations to Serve You

Lake City & Live Oak

CALL TODAY!

Professional Allergy Testing & Treatment For:

Allergies, Asthma & Sinus
Adults & Children

William Sanders, DMS, PA-C

www.allergylakecityflorida.com
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Formerly known as Auto Insurance World

102 Ohio Ave. N.

Live Oak, FL 32064

For Auto Insurance You Can Afford Call...

386-247-6211386-247-6211

994 SW Baya Drive

Lake City, FL 32025

386-362-1009386-362-1009

LAKE CITY

LIVE OAK

Teri Patterson - Agent

540 W. Duval Street
Lake City, Florida 32055

386-752-1444386-752-1444

Scan for website!

Better TogetherBetter Together
Residential • Commercial • Property Management • Rentals

Looking to Buy or Sell?Looking to Buy or Sell?
Buying a home is the biggest investment most 

people will ever make, but not all real estate 

agents are equal. Find out how the experience 

and training of a HallmarkAdams Agent can 

help you get into your dream home.
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Deer Corn • Soy BeanDeer Corn • Soy Bean

Iron Clay Peas • Winter Rye • Fertilizer Iron Clay Peas • Winter Rye • Fertilizer 

Bait • Tackle • SuppliesBait • Tackle • Supplies
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41
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FALLING 

CREEK

CONE BRIDGE BOAT 

RAMP & PARK

OSCEOLA 

NATIONAL FOREST

OKEFENOKEE SWAMP 

PARK FLORIDA

DEEP CREEK 

COMMUNITY CENTER

131

246

MILTON’S

Country StoreCountry StoreCountry Store

““GGoooodd  ccoouunnttrryy  ccooookkiinn’’””“Good country cookin’”
RReessttaauurraanntt  &&  CCaammppggrroouunnddRestaurant & Campground

OOppeenn  77  ddaayyss  aa  wweeeekkOpen 7 days a week
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2700 US 90 West  •  L ake Cit y  •  w w w.tire -mar t.com •  752-0054

Tires for: Trailers • Cars • Trucks • SUVs
IN STOCK OR NEXT DAY DELIVERY

All Services 
Guaranteed!

We Service 
All Makes of Vehicles!

Serving North Florida 
for over 50 Years

Stay Tuned!

www.tire-mart.com


 

Genie Norman, the 

2023 Distinguished Friend 

of the Foundation for Florida Gateway College, 

is pictured with her niece, Kimberlynne, at her 

graduation from FGC



 

Distinguished

FGC Foundation honors 
Norman for her ‘large impact’ By JAMIE WACHTER

FriendFriend

A 
long-time board member for The 
Foundation for Florida Gateway College, 
Genie Norman couldn’t believe what she 

was hearing in March.
Lee Pinchouck, the foundation’s executive 

director, was describing the nominee for the 2023 
Distinguished Friend of the Foundation during the 
board’s March meeting.
With every description, Norman realized Pinchouck 

could be — and was — describing her.
“All I could think of was that it can’t be me, I don’t 

deserve this,” Norman said of her initial thoughts. 
“There are so many other people in our community that 
should be chosen for this prestigious award.”
But Pinchouck said Norman is definitely deserving in 

her own right. She will be honored in September at the 
foundation’s donor appreciation luncheon.
For starters she has been a board member for 28 

years and spent nine of those years as the chair of the 
foundation’s board.
Those accomplishments were among the items 

Pinchouck started listing out during that March 
meeting, including that Norman has helped raise nearly 
$750,000 for the college during her time with the board.
“She continues to work extremely hard for us, 

continuing to introduce people to the foundation and 
has proven to be a wonderful, not only a donor herself, 
but a fundraiser for us,” Pinchouck said of Norman 
deserving the recognition.
“I’d say why not?”
Still, when Pinchouck finally revealed that, yes, 

Norman was the person set for recognition, she 
initially resisted. Norman said she told her fellow board 
members she wasn’t the right selection. They should 
choose again.
“They laughed,” she said.
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feeding the future™

Our 

backyard 

is your 

backyard.

Pinchouck added: “When we 
announced it in the meeting to 
her that she was being granted this 
award, she accepted very humbly and 
expressed that there are many people 
in the community who deserve this 
award, but she was excited and humbly 
accepted this year’s honor.”
It’s an honor that doesn’t come with a 

set criteria to guide the selection every 
year.
Rather, it’s an honor that the 

foundation bestows on “people 
who have been good friends to us,” 
Pinchouck said, who have made a 
“large impact.”

One year, that person could be 
someone who made a single, large 
donation and the foundation board 
wants to honor them as a show of 
appreciation. Other years, it’s for 
friends who have made contributions 
over the course of time.
That would definitely describe 

Norman, who transferred to Lake City 
while working for the U.S Department 
of Veterans Affairs in 1994, becoming 
the first female director of the Lake 
City VA Medical Center. Shortly after, 
she joined the foundation board.
During those 28 years, she said 

there have been so many changes 
and improvements along the way 
for The Foundation of Florida 
Gateway College, new endowments 
and scholarships, fund drives and 

“All I could think 
of was that it 
can’t be me, I 
didn’t deserve 
this. There are 
so many other 
people in our 
community 
that should 

be chosen for 
this prestigious 

award.”

luncheons all designed to “making our 
Foundation a viable and productive 
part of Florida Gateway College.”
Once an initial list of friends have 

been created, a nominating committee 
from the foundation’s board then 
selects the eventual winner. After 
the nominating committee makes a 
selection, it gets brought to the entire 
board for approval.
In recognizing Norman — a board 

member herself — this year’s process 
was slightly altered.
Instead of a discussion at the board 

meeting in March, Pinchouck instead 
emailed the other board members to 
conduct the vote.
They then, instead, announced it to 

Norman.
“It’s definitely her time,” Pinchouck 

said. “She’s done amazing things for us 
and our students.”
Still, the selection and recognition left 

Norman, who also wrote the “Taste 
Buddies” column for the Lake City 
Reporter for years, amazed.
“To be chosen as the Distinguished 

Friend this year is an honor and 
privilege as I will be following the 
footsteps of such worthy people as 
Philip Moses, James Montgomery, 
Billy Ray Foister, Wilson S. Rivers, 
Keith Leibfried and so many others,” 
Norman said. “To be honored for 
doing something I love makes 
this just icing on 
the cake.”



 

Reading Pals 
Needed

What we are looking for:
Volunteers to commit to 1 hour a 

week for 25-35 weeks. You will

tutor individual Pre-K or Kindergarten 

students in local school 

setting to improve literacy skills.

Qualifications:
- Complete ReadingPals registration form

- Pass Level 1 background check

(performed by district)

- Your own transportation

Registration:
Please contact

Jennifer Anchors

ReadingPals@Unitedwsv.org

386-752-5604, EXT 104
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132 SE HERNANDO AVE., 

LAKE CITY, FL 32025

MON-FRI 8:30AM-3:30PM

SAT-SUN CLOSED

The Taste of authentic 
home-made Cuban Cuisine 
in a home feel environment. R
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NOW OFFERING BUFFET!

(386) 219-0943

ACCESSIBLE GARDENING

What Grows Best?Made Easy

MODEL: SMRT - TC

Our Smart Farm revolutionizes 

the way you grow. Get the most 

out of your time, space and water, 

and grow a healthy Smart Farm.

• Lettuces

• Strawberries

• Herbs

• Chard

- 5 18” Mr. Stacky planters

- Bottom Reservoir & Lid

- Pump & Timer

- Irrigation & Nutrients

www.mrstacky.com sales@mrstacky.com

• Celery

• Kale

• Collards

• Peppers

The Smart Farm makes for a great automatic 

watering system that will water your plants 

when your away.

Grow enough food in one system 

to provide for an entire household.

What’s Included?

Voted best of the best 
two years in a row!

Color & Cut Specialists
Appointments Encouraged

386-965-HAIR (4247)

935 SW Baya Dr., Suite 1 & 2 Lake City, FL 32025
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We the owners and employees of 
Hometown Plumbing would like to 
thank all of our loyal customers for 
making us BEST OF THE BESTBEST OF THE BEST  FIVE FIVE 
YEARS RUNNING! YEARS RUNNING! 
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OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE!OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE!
We Handle ALL Job Sizes & Types | Residential • Commercial

Certified Med • Gas & Backflow | Fully Licensed & Insured
Lic# RF11067418 • CFC 1428890

EMERGENCY SERVICE CALL US 24/7EMERGENCY SERVICE CALL US 24/7
1912 N HWY 441, Lake City • hometownplumbing@hotmail.com

386-754-6140386-754-6140
Veteran & Senior Discounts

 BEST BEST 
PLUMBER!PLUMBER!

Hometown
Plumbing Services LLC

Don’t Cuss Call Us

Thanks again!
Hometown Plumbing Services

Med Spa & Wellness Center
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Med Spa & Wellness Center

176 NW Columbia Ave., Suite 201

386-438-8687



 

Voted Best Pharmacy
Locally owned & operated since 1993, 

with 3 locations to serve you!

ACCEPTING MOST INSURANCE

347 SW Main Blvd., Lake City • 386-758-6770

3718 W US Hwy 90, Lake City • 386-755-9300

7729 US Hwy 27, Fort White • 386-497-2580
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All adult vaccines (including travel vaccines) available with 

no appointment or prescription for 18 years and up.

Specializing in HRT for men & women, erectile dysfunction, veterinary, 

children’s, topical pain cream therapy, and infertility medications.

FREE SAME DAY DELIVERY TO HOME OR WORK



 

Proudly serving surrounding communities for over 30 years!

(386) 963-5000 • tricountytreeserviceinc.com

Comprehensive tree care by true professionals. Fully insured & Certified Arborist on staff.

Tree Service Include:
Arborist Service • Tree Trimming  • Tree Removal • Deadwooding • Cabling Root Feeding

Canopy Reduction • Stump Grinding • Lighting Protection System Installation

Tri-County Tree Services, Inc.
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• Private school grades Pre-K-12
• Accredited by the Florida 
   Christian Coalition of Private    
   Schools
• College Prep Curriculum with a 
   personalized  approach
• Certified Teachers on Staff
• Dual enrollment classes taken 
   in house

• Small clusters for 
   an enhanced learning 
   environment
• Recognized by the NCAA  
   and National Honor Society
• Accredited through Florida   
   Christian Coalition &  
   National Private School 
   Council

Step-Up for Students Scholarships accepted.
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Shelley Brown
Over 25 Years Experience in

Kitchen & Bathroom Design.

Cabinets and Custom Granite, 

Quartz and Laminate Countertops

2698 S. Marion Ave., Lake City, FL

(Across from Columbia High School)

386-755-7884 • www.KitchenWorldJax.com

 Find Us On Facebook @ 
Kitchen World of Lake City

“Kitchen World did a great job…”

Jeni & Robbie Brewin

“Kitchen World did a great job on the kitchen and bathroom 

cabinets for our recent River house renovation project.  We are 

very pleased with the help they provided from start to finish 

as well as the expert advice that was provided.” 

FGFair.org

Ta l e n t  C o m p e t i t i o n
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IT’S ALL ABOUT YOU.

The people.

The places.

The events.

When it comes to the best coverage of our community,

one name stands alone.

180 E  DUVAL ST,  LAKE CIT Y,  FL  32055 •  386.752.1293

Lake City Reporter

SPORTS
Wednesday, January 23, 2019 

www.lakecityreporter.com 

Section B

Story ideas?

Contact
Eric Jackson or 
Jordan Kroeger
754-0420
754-0421
ejackson@lakecityreporter.comjkroeger@lakecityreporter.com

Follow @LCR_Sports on Twitter for local stories, score updates and more

Brown to join Williams at VSU

PREP FOOTBALL

PREP ROUNDUP

CHS girls 
soccer ties 
Suwannee

By ERIC JACKSON
ejackson@lakecityreporter.com

Columbia linebacker Jaylen Brown has verbally committed to Valdosta State.
Brown, who announced his decision on Tuesday, says it was an easy choice after such a memorable visit this past week-end in Valdosta. The senior standout joins 2019 teammate Ahmad Williams, a safety, who 

also committed to play at VSU on Sunday.
“I just want to thank God for the opportunity to play this sport because without him this dream wouldn’t be possi-ble,” Brown said in a post via Twitter.
Brown, like Williams, didn’t receive a scholarship offer from the school until their visit this past weekend. It wasn’t hard for the defensive duo to com-

mit after touring the campus and football facilities. Brown and Williams also got a chance to meet  coaches and players, who helped the Blazers win the national title this past year.“The coaching staff they’re really cool,” Brown said. “They’re really chill. My host [TJ Jenkins] is a linebacker, and he’s from Georgia. He just 
FILE

Columbia linebacker Jaylen Brown (12) zeros in for a tackle against Madison County 
on Sept. 21, 2018.

JORDAN KROEGER/Lake City Reporter

Fort White guard Tavion Taylor looks to pass along the 
baseline against Keystone Heights on Tuesday night.

By JORDAN KROEGER
jkroeger@lakecityreporter.com

FORT WHITE — It was ugly.
Boy, was it ugly.
Fort White shot 23.7 per-cent from the field, missed 14 free throws and had 14 turnovers.
But the Indians’ will to win was too strong against Keystone Heights on Tuesday night.
Myles McClain notched a double-double with 16 

points and 11 rebounds to go with eight steals and Fort White held off sever-al game-tying attempts to defeat Keystone Heights 44-40 in District 4-5A action at home. Keystone Heights had four chances in the final two minutes to knot the score, but couldn’t covert from the field or the foul line as Fort White inched a game closer to securing the top seed in the district tournament next month.

The game looked a lot different than the teams’ first meeting back on Dec. 6, which Fort White (13-2, 6-1) won 68-51. McClain was even more blunt than his coach.
“We beat them last time so I feel like we probably thought we were going to come out and just take the win,” McClain said. “They got on us. We had to fight back.”

Fort White squeaks by Keystone Heights, closes in on top seed.

Indians hold on for district win

BOYS BASKETBALL

By ERIC JACKSON
ejackson@lakecityreporter.com

A five-point loss to Lake Weir last month didn’t sit well with Columbia.So the Tigers made sure to get some revenge on their home floor Tuesday night.“We had to get this win,” guard Ma’leak Miller said. “It was more important.”Miller turned in his best performance of the season. The senior guard tallied a career-high 23 points and added five rebounds in the second meeting against the Lake Weir. Bobby Fulton and Jordan Smith also combined for 25 points as the Tigers knocked off the Hurricanes 67-50 in District 4-7A action.
Columbia (12-10, 2-4) had three of its five starters record double figures against Lake Weir (8-11, 2-6). The Tigers used defensive pressure, capitalizing on forced turnovers to jump out to a comfortable first-half lead. Columbia was threatened in the final minutes, but did enough to hold off the Hurricanes’ furious comeback.“I wasn’t happy with the way we let them come back,” Columbia coach Steve Faulkner said after the game. “It felt like we had a chance to put them away in the third. We were up by almost 20, then the next thing you know it’s a nine-point game. A team like Lake Weir, not the most skilled team in the world, but they play so hard and don’t quit. You can’t let teams like that back in.”
Columbia led by as much as 16 points in the first half. After leading 31-17 at the break, the Tigers continued to extend their lead in the second half, thanks to a bevy of transition points. Miller kept up his hot scoring night in the third, using his defen-sive prowess to help make easy baskets on the other end.
“What I try to condition them in our offense is to make one move and go by 

BOYS BASKETBALL

TIGERS continued on 6B

INDIANS continued on 6B

ERIC JACKSON/Lake City Reporter

Columbia forward Meshach Maddox grabs a rebound over Lake Weir forward Tristaven 

Pitts during the first half. 

Columbia gets district revenge on Lake Weir.

Soaring high for the win

Columbia senior linebacker verbally commits to Blazers.

From staff reports

Columbia drew a 1-1 tie with Suwannee on the road Tuesday night.
Adriana Watson scored the goal for the Lady Tigers (1-12-3) in their regu-lar-season finale. They face Gainesville on the road in the District 2-4A quarterfi-nal on Friday at 6 p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALLKeystone Heights 48, Fort White 39: The Lady Indians (11-9, 3-4) fell on the road in District 4-5A action. They host Newberry on Friday at 6 p.m.

Babe Ruth Softball registration in Fort White
Fort White’s Babe Ruth Softball is holding spring regis-tration through Feb. 9 for ages 4-17.
The cost is $85 but there is a multiple-child discount. Season conditioning for all ages and skill levels is Jan. 28 & 30 as well as Feb. 4 & 6. The length of the season runs from Mar. 11 through May 11.
Email them at fwgsa.fund-raising@yahoo.com. Register online at www.fwgsa.siplay.com.

USA Baseball Southeast NTIS for 11U-14U

Columbia High School will be hosting USA Baseball’s Southeast National Team Identification Series for 11U-14U on Mar. 2 from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
The cost is $165 per player. To register go to southeastntis.com. For questions, contact site director Brian Thomas at 904-305-9478.

BRIEFS

MEN’S BASKETBALL

FSU tops Clemson, 2B.

Florida  
tops 
Texas 
A&M

By MARK LONG 
Associated Press

GAINESVILLE — KeVaughn Allen scored 31 points, Noah Locke added a career-high 27 and Florida used a flurry of 3-pointers to overcome a 13-point defi-cit and beat Texas A&M 81-72 on Tuesday night.The Gators made 18 of 37 from behind the arc, includ-ing 11 of 15 in the second half, and set season highs in makes and attempts.
Allen hit 8 of 10, and Locke connected on 7 of 13. It was most combined 3-pointers for any two play-ers in school history, top-ping the previous record of 13 set by Erving Walker and Kenny Boynton in 2012.Florida (11-7, 3-3 Southeastern Conference) needed just about every one of them to rally against the Aggies (7-10, 1-5).

Allen, Locke total 58 points to carry Gators to 81-72 win.

GATORS continued on 2B

BROWN continued on 6B

B1

l i f e  i n  n a t u r a l  f l o r i d al i f e  i n  n a t u r a l  f l o r i d a

VOLUME 16 ISSUE 4 • FALL 2022 • PRICELESSmagazinemagazine

SALUTING STRENGTH IN OUR COMMUNITY

Women In BusIness

20222022

l i f e  i n  n a t u r a l  f l o r i d al i f e  i n  n a t u r a l  f l o r i d a

VOLUME 16 ISSUE 1 • WINTER 2021 • PRICELESSmagazinemagazine

1821-2021

Columbia County’s 
Bicentennial

VOLUME 15 ISSUE 3 
SUMMER 2021

PRICELESS

Street-vendor hot dogs 
with a restaurant dream

Delivering fresh produce 
and Mexican dishes

Inspiring athletes, challenging 
herself at CrossFit 1075

Rudy’s Dawgs II

Branford Farm Stand

Sommer Howell

KateeKatee

The Grind 
Brews Success

RobeyRobey

The Entrepreneur IssueThe Entrepreneur Issue

MAY 14–15, 2022

TM

P L A T I N U M  S P O N S O R S I L V E R  S P O N S O R SRESIDENTIAL SPONSOR

LO O K  F O R  U S  O N L I N E  AT  W W W. L A K E C I T Y R E P O R T E R . CO M  |  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 2

R E S I D E N T I A L  •  L A N D  •  CO M M E RC I A L

NNoorrtthh  FFlloorriiddaa

HomeSellerHomeSeller

A publication of the Lake City Reporter

3BR/2.5BA, Open Concept, Stone Fireplace, 
Master Suite, Workshop, Extra Storage, 

Amenities & Upgrades Throughout
MLS#117842 $525,000

MISSY ZECHER, BROKER ASSOCIATE

386-623-0237

DOING MORE FROM

FOR SALE  TO SOLD

PROFESSIONALS

w w w.MissyZecher.com

Selling More Homes, Assisting & Educating More Buyers!
JON JACKSON, REALTOR 

386-623-2016

CRAFTSMAN REVIVAL HOME

29TH ANNUAL • APRIL 27–30, 2022

The South’s Largest 
Country Music Festival

4 Days of Live Entertainment at the 
Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park SuwanneeRiverJam.com

TOBY       KEITH

Billy Ray

Cyrus

R
E

A
DER S ’ C HO

IC
E

L
ak

e C
ity Reporter

20222022

2022
Hurricane
Tracking
Map and Safety Information

BE PREPARED

FGFair.org

Ta l e n t  C o m p e t i t i o n

A1

Makes her way 

in Nashville

Karley 
Scott 
Collins

202020
222222

• C
la

ss of 2022 • Class of 2022 • Class of 2
022

 •
 C

la
ss

 o
f 

2
0

2
2 

• 
Cl

as

s of 2
022 • Class of 2022 • Class of 20

2
2

 

COLUMBIA COUNTY GRADUATES
COLUMBIA HIGH SCHOOL | BELMONT ACADEMY | FORT WHITE HIGH SCHOOL

A SPECIAL PUBLICATION OF

VOLUME 16 ISSUE 3
SUMMER 2022 • PRICELESS

l i f e  i n  n a t u r a l  f l o r i d al i f e  i n  n a t u r a l  f l o r i d a

magazinemagazine

Anelise Bullard 
elected Florida 
state president

FFFFAA

The First 
Lady of

FFFFAA

The First 
Lady of

FREE
2022 COLUMBIA COUNTY

IT’S ALL ABOUT YOU.

The people.

The places.

The events.

A1A1

www.balaclywenden.com
www.fgfair.org
www.lagcityreporter.com
www.m-altyreporter.com
www.suvarmweiww.lare.com
www.lakecityreporter.com


 

www.fgc.edu

