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have a HAPPY & safe

4th of july!

Independence 
through the years

COURTESY

An undated painting of the banks of Lake DeSoto shows a quiet life enjoyed by Columbia County pioneers, 
even on Independence Day. 

How Columbia County has historically celebrated July 4
By CHRISTOPHER ESING

Special to the Reporter

As we come togeth-
er to honor our nation’s 
Independence, I thought 
that it would be fun to look 
back at the past and see 
how our community has 
observed the 4th of July 
over the years and how 

those events have shifted 
and changed. Although 
there are only two refer-
ences for the 19th century, 
what is surprising is just 
how community-centered 
most of the celebrations 
were well into the 20th cen-
tury. In an era in which the 
majority of people relied 
upon their horse and bug-

gies, most festivities took 
place in one of the more 
than 200 communities that 
made up Columbia County. 
Sections like Dry Prairie, 
Mason, Lulu and Mt. Tabor 
threw tremendous gather-
ings that lasted all day. 

At the turn of the centu-
ry, the 4th of July frequent-
ly coincided with political 

primaries, and many of the 
rallies featured local pol-
iticians talking about the 
importance of civic engage-
ment, patriotism, responsi-
bility and their platforms. 
All of the festivities culmi-
nated with a great feast, 
and as a forewarning, this 

FOURTH continued on 6A & 7A

Catholic Charities facing food ‘crisis’

By TONY BRITT

tbritt@lakecityreporter.com

If you don’t have food, 
what do you do?

That is the question that 
some Catholic Charities cli-
ents — as well as the agen-
cy itself — are currently 
facing.

Providing services to 
a larger number of cli-
ents, while experiencing a 
decrease in contributions 
and rescue food and ris-

ing fuel costs, has Catholic 
Charities looking for addi-
tional community involve-
ment to solve its dilemma.

Suzanne Edwards, 
regional director for 
Catholic Charities, said 
there is a critical and imme-
diate need for food at the 
agency.

“There has been a critical 
need and it is increasingly 
becoming a crisis in the last 
three-four weeks,” Edwards 
said.

She noted with children 
out of school, it places a 
strain on a household’s 
food inventory, which was 
already challenging due to 

supply chain issues for gro-
cery stores.

“It really had not hit our 
area too bad for a while,” 
Edwards said. “It did, but 
then it seemed to subside, 
but Feeding America Food 
Banks like we are, have 
been feeling the impact now 
for over eight weeks and 
longer.”

Catholic Charities is see-
ing a diminished amount 
of “rescued food” — or 
short-dated food collected 
from grocers just before it 
reaches its expiration date 
— on a five-day basis, which 
Edwards said is a problem 
for food banks across the 

nation.
That food is brought 

back to Catholic Charities, 
weighed and inspected to 
make sure its intact, with-
in its expiration date and 
is properly refrigerated or 
frozen.

“Usually that product 
goes out that day or the 
next morning,” Edwards 
said. 

“We’re seeing a decrease 
in the amount,” confirmed 
David Boozer, Catholic 
Charities food bank manag-
er, of the rescue food inven-
tory reduction. “One of the 
things that is challenging 
is transportation costs. 

People have forgotten that’s 
another added item that 
interferes with what we’re 
doing.”

Boozer said the res-
cue food and USDA prod-
uct, food that was cost-
ing $65,000 a truckload a 
year ago, is now costing 
$165,000.

“When you’ve got 
X-amount of money to 
spend, then it really puts 
a challenge on that bud-
get,” he said. “We’re seeing 
a decline (in rescue food), 
some days we get a little 
influx… but I think we have 
a long time of recovery 
coming.”

Boozer said traditionally 
their trucks collect between 
8-10 pallets of food and com-
modities to bring back to 
Catholic Charities. 

Lately, there has only 
been only around two pal-
lets of food.

“I haven’t done a compar-
ison to see what the differ-
ence is, but it’s substantial 
decrease,” he said.

He also noted that no 
matter the amount of food 
collected, it still impacts 
Catholic Charities when the 
fuel costs for each trip and 
wear and tear on the agen-

Higher costs, food 
shortages leading to 
less help for needy.

CRISIS continued on 3A

Third time 
is charm on 
campaign 
finance

By MORGAN MCMULLEN

mmcmullen@lakecityreporter.com

For a pair of Lake City 
Council candidates, the 
third time was indeed the 
charm.  

District 14 candidate 
Befaithful 
Coker and 
D i s t r i c t 
10 candi-
date Anna 
Eversole 
both filed 
amended 

campaign finance reports 
with the city Thursday 

after both 
r e p o r t -
ed cash 
contribu-
tions in 
excess of 
$50 from 
individual 

donors, violating the state’s 
campaign finance law. 
According to Section 106.09 
of the Florida Statutes, can-
didates may not accept cash 
contributions in excess of 
$50 per election from a sin-
gle contributor. Those in 
violation — both accepting 
and making the contribu-
tion — could be charged 
with a first-degree misde-
meanor, the law states. 

In her original filing, 
Coker had reported nine 
cash contributions in 
excess of $50. She amend-
ed her filing for April on 
Tuesday to reflect that 
four of those were actual-
ly CashApp deposits that 
were originally recorded 
as cash, while refunding 
excess donations from two 
cash contributions she 
received from her minor 
children. Electronic depos-
its actually count as checks, 

Coker, Eversole file 
amended reports that 
comply with state law.

Eversole

Coker
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LAKE CITY ALMANAC 
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UV INDEX 

Today’s  
ultra-violet  
radiation risk  
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a scale from 0  
to 10+. 
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0
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On July 2, 1833, an 
unusually large New 
England tornado, one-
half to three-fourths of a 
mile wide, went from 
Salem Pond to Norton 
Pond, Vt. and then into 
Canada. It destroyed 
everything in its path.

REGIONAL FORECAST MAP for Saturday, Jul. 2
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Scripture of the Day
“F or I say, through the grace given unto 
me, to every man that is among you, not to 
think of himself more highly than he ought 
to think; but to think soberly, according as 
God hath dealt to every man the measure 
of faith.”
    — Romans 12:3 (KJV)

The best way to cheer yourself up is to try and 
cheer somebody else up.
— Mark Twain, 1835-1910, American writer

Thought for Today

Winning Lottery Numbers
Pick 3: (Thursday p.m.) 2-0-6
Pick 4: (Thursday p.m.) 1-6-4-0
Fantasy 5: (Thursday) 5-8-14-17-32

QUICK HITS

Submissions
The Lake City Reporter accepts photographs and 
caption information to run at the discretion of the 
editor. If you would like to see your organization in 
the newspaper, send the picture and information 
to Editor Jamie Wachter at 
jwachter@lakecityreporter.com.

Biden to award Medal of Freedom to 
Biles, McCain, Lindsay

President Joe Biden will present the nation’s high-
est civilian honor, the Presidential Medal of Freedom, 
to 17 people, including actor Denzel Washington, 
gymnast Simone Biles and the late John McCain, the 
Arizona Republican with whom Biden served in the 
U.S. Senate.

Biden will also recognize Sandra Lindsay, the New 
York City nurse who rolled up her sleeve on live tele-
vision in December 2020 to receive the first covid-19 
vaccine dose that was pumped into an arm in the 
United States, the White House announced Friday.

The Democratic president will present the medals 
at the White House next week.

The honor is reserved for people who have made 
exemplary contributions to the prosperity, values or 
security of the United States, world peace or other 
significant societal public or private endeavors, the 
White House said.

Biles is the most decorated U.S. gymnast in history, 
winning 32 Olympic and World Championship medals. 
She is an outspoken advocate on issues that are very 
personal to her, including athletes’ mental health, 
children in foster care and sexual assault victims.

— Associated Press
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LO Council locks down officer raises

By JAMIE WACHTER

jwachter@lakecityreporter.com

LIVE OAK — Looking to 
stop escapes for better-paying 
opportunities, the Live Oak City 
Council has agreed to boost the 
pay for city police officers.

The council, in a 4-1 vote 
with Robintina Reed dissent-
ing, authorized $300 biweekly 
stipends to its officers through 
September, the end of the fis-
cal year at a special meeting 
Tuesday. 

Live Oak Police Chief Keith 
Davis said those stipends are 
covered in his department’s cur-
rent budget. To make up the 
difference, the city is freezing 
three vacant positions with the 
Live Oak Police Department that 
City Manager George Curtis 
said have been almost impossi-
ble to fill. 

Davis also hopes it stems the 
flow of officers out of the LOPD 
to Suwannee County or state 
agencies.

“It’s not where we need to be 
by any means,” Davis said about 
why it’s been hard to keep a 
fully-stocked staff. “But we’ve 
got to do something to try and 

maintain what we have or we’re 
going to go way backward.”

Those defections come after 
the Florida Legislature budgeted 

additional funds 
for sherif f ’s 
offices and state 
departments — 
Florida Highway 
Patrol, Florida 
Department of 
C o r r e c t i o n s , 

etc. — to help recruit more offi-
cers and retain them.

That has left municipal depart-
ments behind.

“That causes a disparity, a 
gross disparity, in the salary 
between certified, armed law 
enforcement officers that work 
for the city versus these other 
agencies,” Curtis said, adding, 
from his understanding, the 
beginning pay for deputies was 
around $45,000. FHP troopers 
start at $50,000.

The current starting pay at 
the LOPD is $33,816.18.

The twice-monthly stipends 
would improve that by by $7,800 
annually to bring that salary 
up to a minimum of $41,616.18, 
making the city at least more 
competitive.

“We’re not closing the gap all 
the way but it’s a move in the 
right direction,” Curtis said.

Councilwoman Lynda Owens 
said the plan sounds like just 

putting a “bandaid” on the prob-
lem.

Davis, though, said it’s the 
best plan he currently has, espe-

cially to not 
effect his bud-
get. He said he’d 
be willing to talk 
additional raises 
during the bud-
get process for 
the next fiscal 

year. Curtis added city staff and 
the council would address cost 
of living raises during that pro-
cess, too.

There may be additional help 
coming in the future as well. 
Davis said he has heard the 
Florida Legislature is consider-
ing providing funding for city 
departments in next year’s bud-
get. But, that is still a year away.

“We’ve got to survive anoth-
er year to be able to see that,” 
Davis said.

Calling the issue “import-
ant,” Council President Don 
Allen said the council had to 
do something. With the “sub-
stantial” raises allotted officers 
with other agencies, he said city 
police would continue to bolt to 
improve their situation.

“I’d probably do it, too,” he 
said. “City police officers are 
going to be looking at that pay 
increase by simply changing the 
name on their paycheck.

“We’ll just be a training acade-
my for the other agencies.”

CRA OKs PURCHASE
During its regular meet-

ing Tuesday, the Live Oak 
Community Redevelopment 
Agency board unanimously 
approved having staff move for-
ward with the process of buying 
a 0.39-acre parcel along Duval 
Street as part of the Heritage 
Square project.

Curtis told the board that an 
appraisal on the parcel came 
back at $37,000. He added that 
Stephanie Hinton and Travis 
Land with Jim Hinton Oil 
Company said they may look 
into having their own appraisal 
performed.

Curtis said if the board 
approved the purchase at the 
appraised value, staff would 
bring back any changes in that 
price for board approval before 
closing the deal.

“It’s an important piece to the 
puzzle there,” he said.

The CRA board also set a bud-
get workshop for July 19 at 5:30 
p.m. During that workshop, in 
addition to status updates on 
current funded projects and dis-
cussing what new projects the 
board wants to pursue, Curtis 
said they would also discuss 
staffing options for the CRA 
moving forward.

Stipends will make 
city police salaries 
more competitive.

Davis Allen

according to guidance from the 
Florida Division of Elections 
the city received on June 24. 
However, that still left three 
transactions that broke state 
guidelines: $500 cash contribu-
tions from Carolyn Wright and 
Andrew Moemeka, and a $400 
cash contribution from Eunice 
Barnum. 

Coker refiled her finance 
summary Thursday afternoon 
with the city to clear that up, 
amending all three donations 
to reflect that they were check 
— or electronic payment — 

contributions. 
Likewise, Eversole’s cam-

paign finance report for June 
1-17 also had discrepancies 
that needed taking care of. 
Eversole reported that she 
made a $50 cash contribution 
to her own campaign on June 
13, two days before she filed 
her candidacy paperwork with 
the city. State law prohibits 
candidates from accepting con-
tributions or making expen-
ditures before they file their 
campaign treasurer form. Her 
amended form was received by 
Sikes at 1:44 p.m. on Thursday 
as well to reflect that $50 con-
tribution occurred on June 14, 
still one day before she filed 

her paperwork with the city. 
Her amended form did update 
a $900 cash contribution from 
Nicholas Robinson to indicate 
it was actually a loan.

Eversole then filed another 
amended report three hours 
later Thursday that indicated 
she refunded herself the $50 
cash contribution that occurred 
prior to filing for office.

The other three candidates 
seeking city office — Ricky 
Jernigan in District 14, as well 
as Harlan Shawn Holmgren 
and Chevella Young in District 
10 — are following campaign 
finance regulations, according 
to the records provided by the 
clerk’s office. 

REPORTS
Continued From 1A

Florida tops 
74,000 covid-19 
cases last week
News Service of Florida

Florida has topped 71,000 new covid-
19 cases in each of the past five weeks, 
a report released Friday by the state 
Department of Health shows. It has 
exceeded 73,000 reported cases in each 
of the past four weeks — including total-
ing 74,481 cases during the week that 
started June 24 and ended Thursday. 
The state has seen significant increases 
in covid-19 cases during the past two 
months as subvariants of the coronavirus 
have spread.

www.lakecityreporter.com
www.legacy.com
www.reporter.com
www.lakecityreporter.com
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Another option 
arises for vacant 
city manager seat

By JAMIE WACHTER

jwachter@lakecityreporter.com

A new hat has been 
tossed into the ring for the 
vacant Lake City manager 
position.

When the Lake City 
Council meets Tuesday 
— 6 p.m. at City Hall, 205 

N. Marion 
A v e n u e 
— it will 
have three 
o p t i o n s 
per taining 
to its year-
long search 

for a permanent chief exec-
utive: a contract ton consid-
er with a new search firm 
to guide the process after 
terminating Renee Narloch 
& Associates in June; or 
potential interviews with 
David Lynch, a former vil-
lage manager and mayor in 
Ohio; and Robert Wilford, 
a former Alachua City 
Commissioner.

Wilford resigned from 
the Alachua commission in 
March with plans on retir-
ing in St. Augustine.

However, in a letter to 
City Clerk Audrey Sikes on 
June 23, Wilford expressed 
interest in how he could 
properly apply for the “criti-
cal position.”

“I have been follow-
ing your search for a City 
Manager over the past 
several months,” Wilford 
wrote. “Even though I relo-
cated to St. Augustine in 
February, I am interested 
in submitting an application 
for your Open City Manager 
position and would be will-
ing to agree to a three-year 
contract.”

In addition to serv-
ing on the Alachua City 
Commission from 2010-
22, the U.S. Navy veteran 
served as CEO of the Tri-
County Community Council 
in Bonifay, Crowley’s Ridge 
Development Council in 
Arkansas and the Central 
Florida Community Action 
Agency as well as a sub-
stance abuse prevention, 
intervention and treatment 
agency.

While serving on the 
Alachua commission, where 
he filled the vice mayor role 
on three occasions, Wilford 
also was a member of the 
North Central Florida 
Regional Planning Council 
including a stint as its chair-
man.

Among the accomplish-
ments listed in his biogra-
phy, Wilford touts the eco-
nomic growth experienced 
in Alachua “under his ‘can 
do’ foresightedness and 
visionary guidance,” includ-
ing building an $11 million 
arts and recreation complex 
and a $5 million operations 
center.

According to Division of 
Administrative Hearings 
records, Wilford was fined 
by the Florida Elections 
Commission in 2017 for mis-
takes on financial records 
during his 2016 campaign, 
including accepting exces-
sive cash contributions.

Lynch sent a letter of 
interest to city officials on 
June 7, even expressing a 
willingness to travel from 
Newton Falls, Ohio, to Lake 
City to interview at his own 

cost. He also touted his 
grant-securing abilities in 
the letter, claiming he has 
the highest success rate of 
obtaining grant funding per 
capita in Ohio history.

“I am so confident in my 
ability to bring new funds 
to your government that I 
am willing to guarantee my 
success in grantsmanship 
against my salary,” Lynch 
wrote.

That confidence intrigued 
the council at its June 21 

m e e t i n g , 
where it 
expressed 
a willing-
ness to talk 
with Lynch, 
who was 
the Newton 

Falls village manager from 
2018 to 2021. He had previ-
ously served as a mayor, in 
a strong mayor form of gov-
ernment, in Euclid, Ohio, 
from 1988-95.

However, Councilmen 
Eugene Jefferson and Todd 
Sampson, also said they 
were wary of hiring Lynch, 
who resigned in Newton 
Falls last July after the coun-
cil tried to terminate him a 
week earlier. His exit there 
came about a year after he 
made “racist remarks” in a 
council meeting.

According to media 
reports, Lynch, while 
thanking residents for vol-
unteer work, referred to 
one helper as “working on 
his green card, we think, 
folks.” Lynch later called 
the remark a “dumb joke.”

The council also is sched-
uled to resume its discus-
sion of a contract with Colin 
Baenziger and Associates 
to serve as the city’s new 
headhunter. Baenziger, in 
a June 14 engagement let-
ter, proposed conducting a 
search of 90 to 110 days, for 
$29,500.

OTHER BUSINESS

Also at Tuesday’s meet-
ing, the council will hear a 
pair of requests about city 
property.

Christopher Esing, a 
county historian, is look-
ing to remove and replace 
the existing World War I 
Memorial in Olustee Park, 
utilizing donated funds to 
cover the $2,000 cost for the 
new marker.

The new memorial would 
include the names of 60 
individuals from Columbia 
County who died during the 
war.

Esing’s plan is to move the 
current memorial to DeSoto 
Park on Lake DeSoto and 
place it in front of a trench 
mortar, which was secured 
as “a monument to all those 
who served in World War 
1.”

The second request 
scheduled for the meet-
ing is from Dale Williams, 
the executive director of 
the Lake Shore Hospital 
Authority. The LSHA board 
has directed Williams to 
discuss with the council the 
12 lots it transferred to the 
city for the construction of 
a new city hall in February 
2020.

However, the city chose 
not to build a new admin-
istration building and the 
authority is interested in 
getting the property back. A 
reverter clause in the trans-
fer agreement would return 
them to the LSHA in 2024.

Retired Alachua 
commish Wilford  
expresses interest.

Wilford Lynch
IFAS looks for new crop of BMPs

By TORY MOORE

UF/IFAS

UF/IFAS received $8.8 
million to conduct new 
research that will provide 
farmers with new and 
improved recommenda-
tions for fertilization of 
key Florida crops. The 
funding, approved by the 
Florida Legislature, will be 
administered by the Florida 
Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services.

Farmers apply fertilizers 
to their crops within rec-
ommended parameters 
commonly referred to as 
“best management prac-
tices” (BMPs). Florida 
BMPs come from UF/IFAS 
research that establish-
es appropriate fertilization 
rates for maximum econom-
ic crop yields and minimal 
nutrient losses to the envi-
ronment. 

With advancements in 
crop production brought 

about by selective plant 
breeding, improved growing 
techniques and emerging 
technology, new research is 
needed to update UF/IFAS 
nutrient management rec-
ommendations for key crops 
grown across the state. 

“This research and the 
Extension activities result-
ing from it are important to 
Florida producers because 
many of the UF/IFAS fer-
tilizer and nutrient manage-
ment recommendations are 
decades old,” said Thomas 
Obreza, senior associate 
dean for UF/IFAS Extension 
and project leader. “Since 
that time, better plant genet-
ics have increased yield 
potential, and technology 
has improved production 
practices. Our recommenda-
tions need to be brought up 
to date to align with current 
conditions.”

Using the appropriate 
amount of fertilizer or other 
inputs is also important 
for producers because it 
impacts their bottom line.

“Economics and resource-
use efficiency are also 

important to our producers 
when they consider nutrient 
management,” Obreza said. 
“We will incorporate both of 
those aspects as we revise 
our nutrient management 
recommendations.”

Research in the first year 
will focus on five priority 
crops identified by the leg-
islature: tomatoes, potatoes, 
citrus, grain corn and green 
beans. Hemp and forage 
grass will also be studied. 
Most of the work will be 
done with grower-coopera-
tors in their fields, and it 
will cover production areas 
across the state, from the 
Panhandle to South Florida. 

Research will take place 
in line with the crop seasons 
– tomatoes and green beans 
starting in the fall, potatoes 
in the winter and corn next 
spring. Citrus will start 
once the research teams are 
ready and will continue year-
round.

UF/IFAS is slated to begin 
this work in late summer. 
Projects of this nature take 
two to three years to com-
plete the research and devel-

op new recommendations. 
Tomato and potato research 
will build on work started 
in 2021, supported by previ-
ous Florida Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer 
Services funding. The new 
$8.8 million allows UF/IFAS 
to continue this research 
and expand it to additional 
crops at different locations 
across the state.

“UF/IFAS has an abun-
dance of faculty with educa-
tion, training and experience 
in soil fertility, agronomy, 
horticulture, water man-
agement and other aspects 
of Florida crop production 
that equip us for a project of 
this size and scope,” Obreza 
said. “We will have expe-
rienced and early-career 
faculty working together to 
produce unbiased scientif-
ic research results that will 
allow our Extension spe-
cialists to develop nutrient 
management recommenda-
tions for maximum econom-
ic yield while minimizing 
potential negative environ-
mental effects.”

COURTESY UF/IFAS

An elevated tractor applies fertilizer to a corn field in May. UF/IFAS is looking to conduct new research on 
the best management practices for key crops, including how much fertilizer to use.

$8.8M research will 
update practices on 
five priority crops.

cy’s trucks are factored 
into the equation.

Edwards said food dona-
tions in the local commu-
nities have been down 
because people just don’t 
have enough to donate due 
to the rising grocery costs 
and food supply shortages 
at grocery stores.  

The reduction in food 
and commodities is not 
just due to lack of food 
supplies from donations 
and rescue food, but also 
from a growing number of 
families seeking services 
to fight food insecurity.

Renee Manning, a 
case manager at Catholic 
Charities, said she is see-
ing new clientele come to 
the agency looking for ser-
vices.

“I’ve been getting a lot 
more families who are ask-
ing for help who’ve never 
asked before,”  she said. 
“I’ve had multiple appoint-
ments where they come 
to the office and they’ve 
just been so prideful and 
they’re upset because they 
actually have to ask for 
help. It’s working dads that 

all of a sudden lost their job 
of 20 years or their hours 
were cut back for whatev-
er reason. I’ve had grown 
men in my office crying 
because they’re so appre-
ciative, but they hate they 
had to ask (for services).”

Manning said other com-
mon clientele includes sin-
gle mothers with multiple 
children, who are working, 
but are having a hard time 
paying rent and dealing 
with rising grocery costs, 
as well as seniors, on a 
fixed income, who are hav-
ing to pay for medications 
and food on their limited 
budgets.

She said some of the 
seniors have only been 
making one trip to town 
per week due to the price 
of gas, and after visiting 
the grocery store, they 
visit Catholic Charities for 
additional food or help with 
their bills.

Manning said they have 
families with multiple chil-
dren or teenagers visit and 
ask if they can get more 
food, they have more peo-
ple and teens eat more 
food.

“We just don’t have it to 
give them,” Manning said. 
“We have to give every-

one pretty much the same 
amount.”

Jaye Smith, Catholic 
Charities office manag-
er, suggested that people 
who want to help Catholic 
Charities donate canned 
meats, canned goods, 
fresh fruits and vegetables, 
water, noodles, spaghetti, 
rice and beans.

She said meat is one of 
the most requested items 
that people are seeking 

during this crisis, noting 
people on government 
assistance aren’t always 
able to get meat products.

“They’re constantly ask-
ing for meat, so they’re not 
really able to get it in the 
grocery stores either,” she 
said. “When you go to try 
to buy for your own house-
hold, it’s gone up so much 
and the shelves are almost 
bare, so they’re looking for 
us to supplement.”

CRISIS
Continued From 1A

FILE

Members of Catholic Charities pose with their new 
refrigerated food truck in February. 
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A
s we continue to celebrate 
this Independence Day 
weekend, perhaps it would 

be in order to take a stroll through 
Olustee Park to see the memorials 
dedicated to some of our local men 
who died preserving our indepen-
dence,

n World War I: “This memorial is 
dedicated to all of those who served 
in World War I.”

n World War II: “Dedicated to 
the memory of those who made the 
supreme sacrifice in World War II. 
Sponsored by the Lake City Garden 
Club.” 

The 40 names of those “who 
made the supreme sacrifice” are 
inscribed on the plaque. God love 
the members of the Lake City 
Garden Club who sponsored the 
plaque — without them there might 
be no plaque at all. 

n Korean Conflict: “Tribute to 
Carlis J. Callahan, William Bonner 
Slade, Arlys I. Roberts, Stanford 
Ware, and Alvin Lofton who made 
the supreme sacrifice, and all the 
veterans of the Korean Conflict 
June 27, 1950-January 31, 1955.”  
Personal: This was the first war 
where one of my CHS classmates 
died, Arlys “Pete” Roberts.

And on the back side of this 
monument, “Dedicated May 27, 
1985, by American Legion posts 
57 and 322, Disabled American 
Veterans Chapter 020, Fleet 
Reserve Association Branch 220, 
and Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
2206.”

n Vietnam Memorial: “All gave 
some, Some gave all.” The 23 
names of those who made the 

supreme sacrifice are inscribed.  
Comment: One of the 23, Major 
Raymond E. (“Cookie”) Johnson, 
gave the late School Superintendent 
Grady Markham his nickname of 
“Sam.” Note: John Clark and Jimmy 
R. Garbett are listed as Missing in 
Action.

When the names on this marker 
were being inscribed, they evi-
dently ran out of space and had to 
put the name of Johnnie Carter on 
the back of the marker — where 
Johnnie’s name could have gone 
unnoticed.  However, some good 
soul corrected this by adding a 
separate marker to the front so 
Johnnie’s name now appears where 
it belongs, on the front with all 
the others — and his name still 
appears on the back also.  

n Desert Storm: “Dedicated July 
3, 1991, by the North East Florida 
Leadership Council, Inc. In honor of 
the Columbia County Desert Storm 
Military Personnel.”

Three other markers are part of 
this memorial area. The first says, 
“All gave some, Some gave all.” 
The second, “Military Order of the 
Purple Heart Chapter 772 Lake 
City, Florida.” The third marker 
poignantly quotes former Lake City 
Veterans Medical Center official 

John Elliot Pickens III: “Engraved 
in stone and in our hearts, the price 
of freedom is visible here.”

(There is also a Confederate 
monument, but that is a topic for 
another day.)

Spend a few minutes with these 
markers from time to time as an 
ongoing reminder of the high price 
of freedom.

 
ALWAYS A MARINE

CHS grad, the late J. L 
Markham, a World War II veteran, 
even on his death bed, could still 
say “Once a U.S. Marine, always a 
Marine.” And he still remembered 
that a Marine’s rifle is his best 
friend in combat. 

J.L. also still remembered his 
drill instructor’s lecture as he 
received his first rifle at the Parris 
Island boot camp. “Your mama and 
daddy may die, your girlfriend may 
leave you, your best friend may 
abandon you, but your rifle will 
always be faithful to you if you take 
care of it.”

J.L. fought some rugged battles 
in the Pacific but 60 years later 
he could still remember the serial 
numbers on the only two rifles he 
ever used. The first was 10463871 
and the second was 1457192 and 
he recalled those numbers without 
hesitation.

BURMA SHAVE

Here are two favorite Burma 
Shave rhyming road signs from 
many years ago. “School Zone. 
Take it slow. Let the little shavers 
grow.” And: “Around the curve. 
Lickety split. Beautiful car. Wasn’t 
it!

W
e never refer to it as “writ-
er’s block” here in the big 
leagues. Nope. Not here. 

Not us pro-o-o-o-o-o-o-FESH-unnul 
writers. Huh-uh. No such thing 
up here. We shake it off without a 
doubt and just keep pecking away 
at the keyboard. Never stumped.

That writer’s block stuff? That’s 
for amateurs, freshman comp one 
students staring at a blank screen, 
intimidated by a piddly 1,000-word 
assignment. These are the assign-
ments the math and science types, 
the future engineers and such, 
hyperventilate over. They cringe at 
the thought of stringing coherent 
sentences together on a single topic 
and writing about the most exciting 
moment of their childhood or what 
they did on their summer vacation 
or how the detailed, technical-writ-
ing steps of cooking a frozen pizza 
just cannot possibly be explained in 
the written word.

It’s fingertip panic.
Remember that coach back in 

school, the one who constantly bel-
lowed at the team to keep moving 
forward, keep those feet driving, 
keep pressing on, that’s what’s hap-
pening here. That’s the never-quit 
that stifles that W-B and puts it 

away never to be seen again. I’m 
doing it here, fingers flying. (See, 
so far we’ve passed 200 words with-
out a hitch.)

So what to write about when 
there’s nothing to say? Here’s how 
the inner-voice conversation goes 
at a small-town newspaper: Stay out 
of the jungle with national issues 
or state politics or state politics 
attempting to become national 
issues. Don’t get into the world-
wide weeds of discussions right 
here in a personal column.

There’s plenty to write about with 
city government seemingly creating 
one issue after another, plus the 
hospital authority sorting through 
very important proposals that could 

affect the future of healthcare for 
the entire community, and the coun-
ty dealing with continual growing 
pains. Yeah, but those are serious 
issues better addressed in the 
newspaper’s formal business edito-
rial, in the upper left corner of this 
page. (We’ve now passed 300 words 
here. Stay with me.)

When I get this deep searching 
the tank, I keep talking to myself and 
on hot days like this, I wonder, why 
does pistachio almond ice cream 
never get the respect it so rightly 
deserves? Why is it so often mistaken 
for its common cousin, mint choco-
late chip, when pistachio almond is 
so much more? You must judge your 
ice cream by the content of its flavor, 
not just its green hue. Eh, most of the 
world just goes for chocolate every 
time. (We passed 400 words and 
you didn’t notice. Or, maybe you’re 
already reading the obituaries.)

Weird ideas sometimes make 
the best starting points for good 
personal columns. Sometimes not. 
Here’s 476 words of testimony to 
those who said I would never make 
it as a writer. Well, don’t do as I do. 
Do better.

L E T T E R S  P O L I C Y
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War memorials of Olustee Park

STEM building moves 
FGC into the future

T
o celebrate its 75 years of serving Columbia 
County and the surrounding communities, Florida 
Gateway College looked to its future.

The college officially opened its new science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math building — the Quinn and 
Keith Leibfried STEM Building — on Thursday. The 
two-story, state-of-the-art facility will house chemistry 
labs, biology labs, earth science labs and multi-purpose 
classrooms in its 26,440 square feet.

The modern building, though, also has some unique 
characteristics that will make it stand out on the FGC 
campus. 

The main stairwell of the building will have a double 
purpose. It also will serve as a hangout spot and active 
learning space with areas to sit and relax. It was already 
a popular destination during Thursday’s grand opening.

On top of that, and tapping into the innovative and 
creative purpose of the building with STEM, the building 
will also feature a hologram at the top of the stairwell on 
a wall that will constantly change and update. The holo-
gram was a design feature meant to show FGC moving 
ahead into the future.

The $12.8 million STEM building will do just that.
But Thursday’s celebration was more than a grand 

opening. It was also the launch of a grand year for the 
college, which is celebrating 75 years of educating stu-
dents in North Central Florida. 

Congratulations FGC on your years of service and 
here’s to many more.

On this date:

In 1566, French astrologer, physician and professed 
prophesier Nostradamus died in Salon.

In 1776, the Continental Congress passed a resolution 
saying that “these United Colonies are, and of right 
ought to be, free and independent States.”

In 1881, President James A. Garfield was shot by 
Charles J. Guiteau at the Washington railroad station; 
Garfield died the following September. (Guiteau was 
hanged in June 1882.)

In 1917, rioting erupted in East St. Louis, Illinois, as 
white mobs attacked Black residents; nearly 50 people, 
mostly Blacks, are believed to have died in the violence.

In 1937, aviator Amelia Earhart and navigator Fred 
Noonan disappeared over the Pacific Ocean while 
attempting to make the first round-the-world flight along 
the equator.

In 1964, President Lyndon B. Johnson signed into law 
a sweeping civil rights bill passed by Congress.

In 1976, the U.S. Supreme Court, in Gregg v. Georgia, 
ruled 7-2 that the death penalty was not inherently cruel 
or unusual.

In 1979, the Susan B. Anthony dollar coin was 
released to the public.

In 1986, ruling in a pair of cases, the Supreme Court 
upheld affirmative action as a remedy for past job dis-
crimination.

In 1990, more than 1,400 Muslim pilgrims were killed 
in a stampede inside a pedestrian tunnel near Mecca, 
Saudi Arabia.

In 1997, Academy Award-winning actor James Stewart 
died in Beverly Hills, California, at age 89.

In 2018, rescue divers in Thailand found 12 boys and 
their soccer coach, who had been trapped by flooding as 
they explored a cave more than a week earlier.

In 2020, a statement posted on his Twitter account 
revealed that former GOP presidential candidate Herman 
Cain was being treated for the coronavirus at an Atlanta-
area hospital, less than two weeks after attending President 
Donald Trump’s campaign rally in Tulsa, Oklahoma.   

n Morris Williams is a Columbia County 
historian and long-time retired educator.

Morris Williams has the week off. 
This column is a reprint from July 
2020.
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Today

SongFarmers Meeting 
The SongFarmers of 

the Suwannee River Valley 
will meet Saturday, July 2, 
from 7-9 p.m. at St. James 
Episcopal Church, 2423 
SW Bascom Norris Drive, 
Lake City. All ages and skill 
levels welcome. Multiple 
genres and styles. Jam style 
format. Acoustic instru-
ments only. Musicians, 
friends and families wel-
come. No charge to attend 
or participate.

Acrylic Dip
Instr uctor Mar y 

McGuerty will be leading 
a class in acrylic dip on tile 
and canvas at the Gateway 
Art Gallery on Saturday, 
July 2, from 10 a.m. to 
noon. The class costs $30. 
Supplies are provided. Call 
386-752-5229 to register. 
The Gateway Art Gallery 
is located at 168 N. Marion 
Street in historic downtown 
Lake City.

Tuesday

Basics of Gouache
Local ar tist Mike 

Grecian will teach the 
basics of gouache, includ-
ing technique and applica-
tion, in a pair of workshops 
on Tuesday, July 5, at the 
Gateway Art Gallery. The 
first class is from 10 a.m. 
to noon, while the second 
is set for 5-7 p.m. The cost 
of the class is $30. Call 
386-752-5229 to register. 
The Gateway Art Gallery 
is located at 168 N. Marion 
Street in historic downtown 
Lake City.

Thursday

Beginning Watercolor
This class covers the 

watercolor painting basics, 
including reviewing materi-
als, experimenting with con-
trolling the water on paper, 
and learning various “secret” 
techniques developed by the 
artist. After practicing, the 
student will choose a flow-
er to paint. $30 fee covers 
instruction and all materi-

als for the Thursday, July 
7, class from 10 a.m.-noon. 
Award-winning artist Carol 
Cieslik is the instructor. Call 
386-752-5229 to register. The 
Gateway Art Gallery is locat-
ed at 168 N. Marion Street 
in historic downtown Lake 
City.

Seven Up Service
Angel Community 

Outreach Church is host-
ing its annual Seven Up 
Service on Thursday, July 
7, at 7 p.m. The event will 
feature seven messengers 
from local area churches 
with seven words of God. 
Speakers for the event 
include Sister Theodosia 
Brown-Mallory, Minister 
Martha Kelsey, First Lady 
Charlotte Johnson, Pastor 
Angelina Powell, Elder 
Lavern Daniels, Minister 
Paula Perry and Sister 
Wanda Alston. Presiding 
over the service will be 
Evangelist Gwen Allen. 
Angel Community Outreach 
Church is located at 443 N. 
Marion Avenue in Lake City.

Recurring

Grief Support Program
First United Methodist 

Church will be offering a 
Grief Support Program on 
Thursdays beginning at 
5:30 p.m.  It is open to 
everyone in the commu-
nity. It will be held in our 
Fellowship Hall located at 
973 S. Marion Ave. Please 
call if you have any ques-
tions or need more infor-
mation at 386-752-4488.

Movie/Food Truck Rally
This community event 

will be a Food Truck Rally 
and an outside movie for 
the community to enjoy 
for free. The movie night 
and food truck rally will 
be held the second Friday 
of the month. Bring a 
blanket or chair to watch 
the movie. Popcorn will 
be served. The movie 
will start at 8 p.m. Food 
trucks will be there ear-
lier that day for lunch/
dinner. Address for this 
event is: Wilson Park/The 

Darby Pavilion, 828 NE 
Lake Desoto Circle, Lake 
City. For more information 
or to be a vendor at a 
future market, please con-
tact the city’s Community 
Program Manager Terri 
Phillips at 386-758-5427 or 
cityevents@lcfla.com.

Friday Night Dances
The Friday Night 

Dances start a new year. 
It’s all happening at the 
multipurpose building at 
Wesley Memorial United 
Methodist Church at 1272 
SW McFarlane Ave. in 
Lake City. Come join us 
as our DJ plays all your 
favorite songs from line 
dancing to waltzing to Rock 
n’ Roll. Singles and cou-
ples are welcome. Doors 
open at 6:30 p.m. and danc-
ing runs from 7-9:30 p.m. 
Drinks and snacks will be 
provided. Admission is $7 
per person. For more infor-
mation, please call Shirley 
at 386-365-9643.

Community Walk
The NorthStar Family 

Resource Center, 255 NE 
Coach Anders Lane in 
the Ferguson Building, 
hosts a daily community 
walk on Mondays through 
Fridays, starting at 9 a.m. 
in an effort to reduce coro-
nary artery disease, heart 
failure, hypertension and 
eleveated cholesterol. The 
walk is 1.5-2 miles. For 
more information, please 
call 386-758-3319. 

Youth Ministry
Lantern Park Baptist 

Church is beginning 
a youth ministry on 
Wednesday nights at 6:30 
p.m. for ages 12-17. There 
will be a service in the 
gym followed by snacks 
and games. For any ques-
tion, please contact Hunter 
Wortman at rootedyouth-
LPBC@gmail.com.

Historical Museum
The Lake City Columbia 

County Historical Museum 
is open every week on 
Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 

1 p.m. Please stop by 157 
SE Hernando Ave. in Lake 
City and visit. Admission 
is free.

 
Take Stock in Children

Take Stock in Children is a 
statewide, non-profit organi-
zation that provides a unique 
opportunity for deserving, 
low-income youth to escape 
the cycle of poverty through 
education.  Underserved 
students are offered one-
on-one support through 
caring volunteer mentors, 
professional college success 
services, the opportunity to 
earn a college scholarship, 
and hope for success in col-
lege, career, and life. Take 
Stock in Children is always 
accepting volunteers that 
want to make a difference 
in a student’s life. To learn 
more information and fill 
out a mentor interest form, 
please visit: www.takestock-
inchildren.org or contact 
Peggy Boston at 386-754-
4423.

Save the Date

Skulls, Skins & Snakes
The Hamilton County 

4-H and Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation 
Commission will be meet-
ing at Stephen Foster 
Folk Culture Center State 
Park from 9 a.m. to noon 
on Saturday, July 9, to 
explore skulls, skins and 
snakes as part of a Summer 
Adventure Series. For more 
information, contact 4-H 
agent Beth Kerr at 386-792-
1276 or call Stephen Foster 
State Park at 386-397-2733.

Youth Art League
Youth Art League mem-

bers of the Gateway Art 
Gallery receive free month-
ly fine art lessons at the 
Gateway Art Gallery. The 
July lesson is scheduled for 
Saturday, July 9, from 10 
a.m. to noon. YAL member-
ship is $15 yearly. Youths 
aged 10 -18 receive free 
monthly lessons, in which all 
art mediums are explored. 
Come by the Gateway Art 
Gallery at 168 N. Marion 
Street on the Courthouse 

Square in Lake City to regis-
ter your child’s membership 
and enroll for the free class-
es. For more information, 
call 386-752-5229.

Summer Fest 2022
The Richardson 

Community Center, located 
at 255 NE Coach Anders 
Lane, will host Summer 
Fest on Saturday, July 9, 
from 6-9 p.m. This event 
will feature the opportunity 
to meet local, federal and 
state candidates for politi-
cal office, including school 
board and city council 
candidates. Voter registra-
tion will be on site to help 
attendees register to vote. 
A cornhole tournament and 
cake auction will also be 
featured at this event. The 
event is co-sponsored by 
the Richardson Community 
Center Advisory Board. For 
more information, please 
contact Lawrence Davis 
at 386-697-4002 or at lda-
vis753@yahoo.com.

Candidates Forum
The Suwannee County 

Voters League will hold a 
County Candidates forum 
on Monday, July 11, at 6:30 
p.m. at Live Oak City Hall, 
101 White Avenue SE. The 
Florida Voters League is 
a nonpartisan organiza-
tion formed to generate 
public interest in the polit-
ical process. On the local 
level, the Voters League 
organizes and hosts polit-
ical forums and “get out 
to vote campaigns.” The 
Suwannee County Voters 
League has invited all the 
Suwannee County qualified 
candidates for the Aug. 23 
primary election to attend 
the forum on July 11. The 
public is invited to attend. 
For additional information 
on the forum, please con-
tact the Voters League at 
suwannee.voters.leagues@
gmail.com.

Birds Program
The Hamilton County 

4-H will be meeting at 
Stephen Foster Folk 
Culture Center State 
Park from 9 a.m. to noon 

on Saturday, July 16, 
to learn about birds of 
prey as well as dissect-
ing owl pellets as part 
of a Summer Adventure 
Series. For more infor-
mation, contact 4-H 
agent Beth Kerr at 386-
792-1276 or call Stephen 
Foster State Park at 386-
397-2733.

Fire & Water Play Day
The Hamilton County 

4-H will be joining Florida 
State Park Rangers/
wildland firefighters at 
Stephen Foster Folk 
Culture Center State Park 
from 9 a.m. to noon on 
Saturday, July 23, for a day 
of relays and plays as part 
of a Summer Adventure 
Series. Smokey the Bear 
will be joining the fun as 
well. For more informa-
tion, contact 4-H agent 
Beth Kerr at 386-792-1276 
or call Stephen Foster 
State Park at 386-397-2733.

Harmony in the Streets
The Columbia County 

Sheriff ’s Office and the 
Florida Sherif fs Youth 
Ranches Inc. are hosting 
Harmony in the Streets, 
a five-day camp start-
ing Monday, July 25, for 
children ages 7-13 at the 
Richardson Sixth Grade 
Academy. The camp is 
open to the first 60 kids 
that register. Camp times 
will run from 8 a.m.-3 
p.m. Monday through 
Thursday and 8 a.m.-2 
p.m. on Friday. A short 
graduation ceremony 
will occur from 2-2:30 
p.m. on Friday. Kids are 
encouraged to wear a 
T-shirt and shorts with 
closed-toed shoes and to 
bring along a swim suit 
or change of clothes, a 
towel, sunscreen and a 
hat. Activities campers 
will enjoy will include 
archery, games, arts and 
crafts, environmental edu-
cation and water activites. 
For more information, 
please call the Florida 
Sherif fs Youth Ranches 
office in Live Oak at 386-
364-7700. 

n To submit your calendar item, stop by 

the Reporter office or email Morgan McMullen at 
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Mrs. Margaree Maxine 

Kirkland   

Mrs. Margaree Maxine 

Kirkland, age 97, of Bryceville, 

Florida went to 

be with the Lord 

on Thursday, 

June 30th, at the 

St. Catherine 

Laboure Manor, 

Jacksonville, 

Florida. Mrs. 

Kirkland was born in Lake City, 

Florida and lived in Lake City 

for 30 years until residing in 

Jacksonville for the rest of her life. 

Mrs. Kirkland was a member of 

the Garden View Baptist Church 

for many years. She was employed 

at Montgomery Ward for 10 years 

then was a homemaker after that. 

She thoroughly enjoyed crocheting, 

making stuffed animals, gardening, 

yard sales, and most of all, spend-

ing time with her family and loved 

ones. Mrs. Kirkland will be missed 

tremendously.  Mrs. Kirkland 

was preceded in death by her par-

ents, Thomas and Thelcia Crews. 

She is survived by her two sons, 

Samuel Moses (Judy) Kirkland 

of Bakersville, North Carolina, 

and Ralph Travis (Sue) Kirkland 

of Three Forks, Montana; One 

daughter, Sheila Diane Kirkland 

of Bryceville, Florida; One sis-

ter-in-law, Adrena Crews of Lake 

City, Florida; 4 Granchildren, Sam 

Kirkland III, Travis Kirkland, Jason 

Kirkland, and Chase Kirkland; and 

3 great-grandchildren, Charlotte 

Kirkland, Elizabeth Kirkland, and 

Ethan Kirkland. A graveside funeral 

service to honor the life of Mrs. 

Kirkland will be held at 11 A.M. 

Wednesday, July 6th, in Forest 

Lawn Memorial Gardens Cemetery, 

Lake City, Florida with Rev. Ralph 

Rodriguez officiating. Visitation 

and gathering with the family will 

be from 10 to 11 A.M. Wednesday, 

July 6th (One hour before services), 

at GUERRY FUNERAL HOME, 

2659 S.W. MAIN Blvd., Lake City, 

Florida.

 

Sharon Ruby List

Sharon Ruby List, 64, of Lake 

City, passed away on Friday morn-

ing, July 1, 

2022 after an 

extended ill-

ness. She was 

born in Enid, 

Oklahoma on 

October 18, 

1957 to the late 

Gilbert G. McDuffie and Lena Mae 

McDuffie. She was a military child, 

following her Father’s military 

career in her younger years before 

moving to Lake City from Texas 

in the early 1970s. She worked for 

over 19 years with DCF as a Family 

Support Worker and was a member 

of the Christian Heritage Church. In 

her spare time, she enjoyed going to 

see her family and friends, enjoyed 

playing with her grandchildren and 

going to the beach.

She is survived by her two 

daughters, Allessa Smith (Alan) of 

Pensacola, FL and Aleah Duren 

Gibson (Andrew) of Johnson City, 

TN. Three grandchildren, Sonya 

& Christopher Smith both of 

Pensacola, FL and Dean Gibson 

of Johnson City, TN along with her 

one sister, Shirley MacDuff also 

survive.

A graveside funeral service for 

Mrs. List will be conducted on 

Wednesday, July 6, 2022 at 10:00 

A.M. in the Forest Lawn Memorial 

Gardens Cemetery with Rev. Chris 

Jones, Pastor of Christian Heritage 

Church, officiating. Interment will 

follow. The family will receive 

friends for a time of visitation on 

Tuesday evening, July 5, 2022 

from 5:00-7:00 P.M. at the funeral 

home. Arrangements are under the 

direction and care of GATEWAY-

FOREST LAWN FUNERAL 

HOME, 3596 S. US HWY 441, 

Lake City, FL, 32025, 386-752-

1954. Please leave words of com-

fort for the family at www.gateway-

forestlawn.com.

Obituaries are paid advertise-

ments. For details, call the Lake 

City Reporter’s classified depart-

ment at 752-1293.

OBITUARIES

www.inchildren.org
www.ashleyfurniturehomestore.com
www.ashleyhomestore.com
www.facebook.com/ashleylakacity
www.reporter.com
www.gmail.com
www.forestlawn.com
www.hallmarklakecity.com
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article may very well leave 

you hungry. In an era in 

which entertainment was 

limited, hundreds attended 

each of the celebrations, 

in many cases marking 

the biggest social event of 

the summer. When read-

ing these accounts, I hope 

that you have fun discov-

ering the past as much 

as I have delighted in 

researching and transcrib-

ing each story. Outside of 

the George Washington 

Ives diary entry, all the 

accounts are taken from 

either the Lake City 

Reporter or Florida Index. 

Please enjoy this walk 

down memory lane, and 

may our past inspire your 

Fourth of July celebrations 

to be a source of joy and 

memories for your fami-

lies, friends, and commu-

nities for many years to 

come. 

1860 

George Washington Ives 

and the people of Lake City 

celebrated Independence 

Day with a BBQ and 

Parade. They woke up at 

8:00 and began cooking 

bbq all day. The flag was 

raised at 10:00. 20 Men with 

masks and pasteboard hats 

led a parade on horseback. 

They assembled at the 

Methodist Church where 

they heard the Declaration 

of Independence read.

1899

July 4th passed away 

very pleasantly in our little 

city amid the lakes. Some 

of our enterprising young 

men furnished amusement 

to the good-natured crowd 

by running foot races, sack 

races, cup races, three 

legged races, and later on 

boat races on DeSoto Lake. 

Brooks, Brown, Harrison, 

and Woltz entered for a foot 

race of 100 yards. Woltz 

being the winner. In the 

bag race, Connie Edwards, 

Wiley Edwards, who paced 

off as though he had lived 

in a sack all the days of 

his life. There were many 

entries for the three-legged 

race but none of them 

were in it with Alvin Brown 

and Earnest Smith who 

reached the goal and were 

sitting down resting before 

many of their competitors 

had disentangled them-

selves. The cup race, in 

which the racers carried a 

cup of water on their heads 

and the one reaching the 

limit of the race with the 

most water in his cup to be 

declared the winner, fur-

nished much amusement 

to the onlookers as well as 

the contestants. Ben Cone 

and Scott Edwards made 

a tie and were declared 

the victors. In the boat 

races, the first contest was 

between Hal Henderson 

and Walter Brooks in 

which Brooks was the win-

ner. The second race was 

between W. E. Woltz and 

George Barnes and was 

won by Barnes. The third 

race, between H.D. Waugh 

and R.A. Wheeler, Jr. was 

won by Wheeler. The lit-

tle steam yacht of Lott W. 

Johnson was loaded down 

with a merry party of plea-

sure seekers and added 

much to the beauty of the 

scene on the lake. 

1900 

A basket picnic will be 

held on July 4th at Dry 

Prairie, near the residence 

of Mr. Giles Tompkins six 

miles west of town. A large 

pavilion has been erected 

under the oak trees bor-

dering the prairie, and the 

best musical talent in the 

county has been secured. 

Don’t forget the basket 

picnic which will take place 

at Camp Branch church, 

near Genoa, for the 4th. It 

will be one of the largest 

gatherings there for many 

years.

1901

The 4th of July picnic at 

Dry Prairie was pulled off 

in grand style and proved 

to be one of the greatest 

gatherings so far this sea-

son. The day was all that 

could be desired; the peo-

ple began to assemble on 

the spot with buggies and 

wagons loaded with the 

very best the land afforded 

and long before the dinner 

hour the crowd was esti-

mated to be the largest that 

had ever assembled there. 

The good people of the 

Mason and Mt. Tabor set-

tlement gave their annual 

picnic on the 4th, and it is 

said that everybody and 

all of the children were 

there. No such crowd has 

ever attended that picnic 

before, and when the feast 

was spread, they tell us 

that instead of the tables 

groaning that they actual-

ly screamed and hollered 

so loaded down with good 

things they were. We are 

told that George Land and 

Will Knight eat so much 

that they had to be careful-

ly hauled to town. 

1902

Oswego - The picnic 

at the Lutheran church 

proved a grand success 

and everyone present 

spent a pleasant day of out-

ing for the 4th of July. We 

have had a horde of can-

didates through this neck 

of the woods in a few days 

and have been entertained 

with the usual campaign 

speeches of the fellow who 

wants office. 

Suwannee Shoals - A 

neighborhood picnic and 

fish fry given on the banks 

of the famous Suwannee 

River near here was a fea-

ture of the glorious Fourth. 

Plenty of fish and a good 

time was generally the 

unanimous verdict for all 

who attended. The candi-

dates came last Wednesday 

according to appointment, 

and during their stay, there 

was of course, consider-

able stir in political circles. 

1903

Lake City put on its 

Sunday clothes and 

remained very quiet 

on Saturday for the 4th, 

although the people in the 

country celebrated for all 

it was worth. There were 

a number of fishing and 

picnic parties leaving here 

in the morning, and these 

spent the Fourth beside 

lakes or under the shelter 

of the trees- anything to be 

off for a day. 

At Mason, the annual 

picnic held there every 

4th of July was a splen-

did success. Hon. W.J. 

Feagle was master of cer-

emonies. Quite a number 

of our people went down 

among them being Hon. 

Guy Gillen, Judge, B.H. 

Palmer, Sheriff W.N. Cone, 

and his wife. Messrs. 

M.M. Scarborough, Jr., 

F.P. Cone, and J.M. Sykes. 

Pastor E.C. Witt and Rev. 

Odom of Providence gave 

the morning addresses 

in the Lutheran Church 

where the services were 

held. Judge B.H. Palmer 

gave the afternoon ora-

tion on the Declaration of 

Independence and was the 

orator of the day, and those 

who had the pleasure of 

hearing him, say it was a 

mastery effort admirably 

suited to the occasion. It 

was brimful of patriotism, 

and an urgent endeavor for 

better citizenship. 

At Worthington Springs, 

the farmers of Columbia, 

Bradford, and Alachua 

counties gathered to cele-

brate the day. State Senator, 

J.B. Crews seemed to be 

the moving spirit in the 

affair and presided at the 

public speaking during the 

day. It is variously estimat-

ed that from two to three 

thousand people were pres-

ent. In the forenoon, Col. 

Atkins and Representative 

Gornto addressed the peo-

ple, and at 12 o’clock, there 

was a call off from talking 

to refreshment. And such 

a dinner as was spread. 

There was beef, mutton, 

chicken, cakes, pies, etc., 

galore. To an audience of 

at least 800 voters, Hon. 

Frank Clark undoubtedly 

made the speech of his life 

— patriotic in every sylla-

ble. Mr. Clark traced the 

history of the government 

from its foundation up to 

the present time, calling 

attention to the various 

improvements and inven-

tions that had been made 

in all lines, dwelling par-

ticularly on the benefits of 

education to the industrial 

classes.

1904

A picnic and fish fry 

was given at the big lake 

(Alligator Lake) by a num-

ber of our people to cele-

brate the 4th of July. 

A Party of young people 

spent the 4th of July at 

Falling Creek. 

1905 

Picnic and fourth of July 

celebration at Bethlehem 

school house. Since the 

writers could not be there, 

I thought I would give you 

some notes to show the 

way they do things among 

the good people of that sec-

tion. None can beat them. 

I was told that Alonzo 

Warren, C.Y. Dortch, 

Tony Chastain, and Henry 

Chastain were the prime 

workers for it, and they 

contemplate it as a yearly 

celebration for the future. 

If those that follow shall 

be as successful as the one 

just had with such good 

hospitality again displayed 

and the fine speeches, the 

younger set will grow up 

to love God, home, and 

country. The speakers 

were Horace Wilson, G.O. 

Palmer, J.O. Harris, and 

others, and all acquitted 

themselves well. There was 

a big crowd in attendance 

and nothing occurred to 

mar the pleasure of the 

occasion. And the dinner! 

This was followed by a talk 

by Judge Palmer, appro-

priate to the occasion. He 

spoke of good citizenship 

and his advice was sound. 

Those present voted this 

the most enjoyable gath-

ering ever had, and I can 

testify for one. Yours as 

ever, D.L. Geer. 

1906

Among the Lake City 

people who spent the 4th 

of July at Worthington 

Springs were Mr. J.A. 

Fisher and family. Mr. and 

Mrs. W.J. Edwards, Claude 

Porter, and two sisters, 

and several others. Many 

were down at the springs 

and others were headed 

that way. Worthington 

Springs is becoming more 

and more a popular resort 

with Lake City people. The 

managers, Messrs. Wells 

and Lamb, recently built 

a magnificent new hotel. 

The springs furnish the 

best of pure white sulphur 

water, the fare at the hotel 

is unsurpassed. Bathing 

is fine, a large pool, with 

a large, comfortable 

bath house is around the 

Springs. Fishing on the 

Santa Fe River is the best, 

around the springs and 

hotel is a beautiful park 

with nature’s most attrac-

tive shades.

1907 

Our good friend A.M. 

Hawthorne kindly fur-

nished the Index with the 

particulars of the big blow-

out given by the people of 

the southern end of the 

county July 4th at Mason. 

Mr. Hawthorne in an inter-

view, Saturday, said, it was 

one of the most pleasant 

occasions of those annu-

ally given by the good 

people of that section. 

Mr. Thomas J. Carlisle, 

the superintendent of 

the Sunday School made 

an appropriate talk at the 

opening of the exercises. 

His remarks were happily 

delivered and produced a 

good impression. Rev. F.L. 

Crowson followed with an 

excellent Sunday School 

address found of sound 

reasoning and replete 

with facts showing the 

good work performed by 

these necessary adjuncts 

of the Christian Church. 

He was attentively listened 

to and his remarks were 

well received. Rev. M.G.  

Richards was the “orator 

of the day” in that it fell to 

his lot to make the Fourth 

of July speech proper. His 

speech was full of patriotic 

utterances, and was very 

interesting. Then came the 

dinner, and it makes one 

hungry to think of what 

he misses. The Mason sec-

tion (and we do not say 

this to the disparagement 

of any other section of the 

county) is noted for the 

good things turned loose 

at picnic times, and yet this 

time, it surpassed all pre-

vious efforts. There were 

all kinds of meats cooked 

in every conceivable way, 

and the fried yellow legged 

chicken was decidedly in 

evidence. Cakes and pies 

too numerous to men-

tion and of every kind. 

To sum up, it was a typi-

cal Columbia County pic-

nic dinner, and to those 

who have been fortunate 

enough to go to one of 

these, that is sufficient. 

1908

A delightful affair was 

the entertainment given 

on Saturday evening at 

the Elks Club House on 

Lake Desoto by the mem-

bers of the Current Topics 

Club to a number of invit-

ed friends. There were 

some forty guests present 

and the brilliantly lighted 

verandas and parlors pre-

sented a most attractive 

appearance. The follow-

ing attractive programme 

was rendered: Piano Solo- 

Mrs. J.F. Baya. Roll Call 

of Members. Piano Duet, 

“National Airs”- Mrs. Baya 

and Mrs. T.P. Jordan. 

Paper- “What Led to the 

Declaration” by Mrs. A.H. 

Nunnally. Vocal Solo, 

“The Earl King” (from the 

German)- Miss Ruth Julian. 

Reading of the Declaration- 

Mrs. J.L. Wells. Vocal Solo, 

“Love Me and the World 

is Mine”- Mrs. Barnett. 

Reading of “The Liberty 

Bell”- Miss Saddie Young. 

America- By the Club. 

The celebration of 

America’s natal day by 

the Ladies’ Aid Society of 

the Baptist Church was a 

delightful affair on Monday 

evening last at the Baptist 

pastorium, with Rev. and 

Mrs. C.M. Brittain as host 

and hostess. In response to 

invitation both written and 

verbal, quite a congenial 

crowd had gathered by 8 

o’clock and the ladies who 

had the entertainment in 

charge spared no pains to 

make it thoroughly pleas-

ant and enjoyable. The dec-

orations of the entire lower 

floor of the residence was 

decidedly distinctive and 

lovely. Our national flag 

was draped gracefully 

with bunting of red, white, 

and blue, and in the par-

lors, small flags of other 

nations were arranged. 

Rev. Brittain’s genial per-

sonality was attired in the 

costume of Uncle Sam, 

Mrs. Braxton Small, rep-

resenting Columbia. The 

following is the program 

rendered: Piano Duet. “Le 

Mardi Gras” (Schubert)- 

Mrs. C.M. Brittain and 

Miss Julia Colson. Reading, 

“The Unexpected Guest”- 

Miss Shelton. 

1909

Dr. J.W. Nance has 

recently purchased an 

18-foot 3h.p. launch boat 

that he has put on the lake 

for the disposal of pleasure 

boating parties. The boat 

has been repainted and 

fitted with gasoline power 

together with energy and 

seating capacity for ten 

people. “DeSoto” which is 

the name of the launch was 

commissioned for duty in 

the water of Lake Desoto 

for the 4th. 

Land Mark Lodge, No. 

84, F.&. A.M. celebrated 

with a grand masonic pic-

nic. Near the grandstand 

erected for that purpose 

a bountiful dinner. With 

the completion of the noon 

meal, an address was made 

by Hon. Joe Feagle and 

Judge B.H. Palmer, and 

others. Visitors including 

W.J. Roebuck of Lake City, 

Joe Feagle, C. Clyatt, and 

others from Providence 

Lodge, J.W. Keene of 

Lake Butler, J.J. Croft of 

the Olustee Lodge, and 

D.D.G.M., W.D. Mann of 

Sanderson Lodge.

1910

An exciting game of 

baseball was played at 

White Springs last Monday 

for the 4th of July between 

White Springs and Lake 

City teams. Score 6 to 5 in 

favor of Lake City. A large 

crowd of Lake City people 

spent the day last Monday 

at White Springs for the 

4th. 

1911

The Dry Prairie Baptist 

Sunday School will cele-

brate by giving its annu-

al picnic at Orange Creek 

school house on July 

2nd. There will be good 

speaking, recitations, and 

music. A cordial invita-

tion is extended to all by 

the committee: including 

Messrs. L.M. Chambers, 

W.J. Saucer, H.N. Register, 

and D.L. Jernigan.

1912

The biggest and best 

Encampment of the Baptist 

Young People’s Union of 

the State of Florida is now 

being held at the build-

ings of Columbia College. 

Delegates arriving early 

came in while Lake City 

was getting on her Gala 

attire. L.B. Warren gave the 

opening address while Mr. 

Adcock and Miss Porter 

sang for the entertain-

ment. Several Chautauqua 

addresses were given on 

the opening day. An auto-

mobile ride over the city 

was planned and carried 

out with the local commit-

tee with the co-operation of 

the owners of cars and each 

garage offering cars led by 

Mr. Cozart. Afterwards, 

there was a fine reception 

from which fruit punch and 

cakes were served to all 

the guests. For the 4th of 

July, the Municipal Band 

of Jacksonville arrived and 

discoursed sweet music on 

the campus. In the audi-

torium, Dr. Porter made 

his patriotic address on 

the theme “Our Country” 

pointing out forcefully its 

dangers, and the great 

doors open to the best 

things of life and work. 

The next day a special trip 

was made for the guests to 

White Springs which was 

praised. When everyone 

returned from their out-

ing, a Watermelon Cutting 

was made at the Science 

Hall. A whole wagon load 

FOURTH
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A “party of young people” takes in the scenery at Falling Creek in 1904.

Patriotic music and outfits were common themes 
during Fourth of July events throughout the years in 
Columbia County.
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and more were brought 

in. They were cut and 

disposed of by the merry 

crowd. Everyone stayed 

until a late hour enjoying 

the day and event. 

1913

In addition to the numer-

ous carnival attractions on 

the Public Square Park as 

advertised, there will be 

a number of funny con-

tests pulled off during the 

day for which cash prizes 

will be given to the win-

ners in the Field Sports, 

such as: foot races, potato 

race, sack race, 3-legged 

race, egg race, pipe race, 

greasy pole, flag planting 

contest, and the tub race, 

which will come off at Lake 

Desoto following the Field 

Sports. The Girls Canning 

Club Demonstration 

and Exhibition at Court 

House Park at 9:30 a.m. 

Fourth of July Oration by 

Governor Park Trammell 

at Columbia College at 

11 a.m. At 9:00 p.m. Big 

Carnival Attractions, Home 

Talent, and Grand Confetti 

Battle. Remember this Big 

Carnival Celebration is 

given under the auspices of 

the Ladies Current Topic 

Club.

1914

Quite a number of Mt. 

Taborites attended the pic-

nic at the Lutheran church 

Saturday and reported a 

nice time, and also attend-

ed the ice cream supper 

at the home of Mr. Witt 

Saturday night. 

1915

On the 4th of July, the fol-

lowing party spent the day 

on a picnic at Itchetucknee 

Springs. Mrs. T.H. Owens, 

Mrs. W.H. Markham, and 

Mrs. D.W. Black together 

with their Sunday School 

classes; Rev. and Mrs. 

J.C. Creasman, Miss Eva 

Turner, Mr. and Mrs. Roy 

Hunter, Mrs. McMannin, 

Mrs. J.L. Markham, Miss 

Mattie Small, and Messrs. 

Joe Roberts, Carlton Small, 

and Lloyd Roberts. 

1916

J.E Moreland and his 

better half were shopping 

here last Monday and 

making other necessary 

arrangements for a lot of 

enjoyment on the Fourth. 

July has once again made 

its bow to the great mass 

of liberty-loving people 

of the United States, and 

as usual has filled each 

heart with joyous emo-

tions, patriotism, freedom, 

and independence, and to 

add further to the great 

anticipation and gratifica-

tion of each individuals, 

the advent of green corn, 

peas, and the luscious mel-

ons in abundance is now 

occupying a prominent 

position and preeminently 

above the ordinary attrac-

tive eatables even the most 

fastidious would relish 

and enjoy the combina-

tion. Our little town had 

a lonesome appearance on 

the Fourth. Most of our 

citizens found themselves 

in other parts and plac-

es such as Worthington 

Springs, the famous old 

Santa Fe, and the noted 

resort Itchetucknee, and 

other points of interest and 

amusements.

Like a firecracker that 

smolders quietly and finally 

explodes long after the rest 

of the bunch have banged 

and sizzled their way into 

oblivion comes tardily the 

story of the man to whom 

we owe our Fourth of July. 

Those who have not heard 

the story and who endeav-

or to recall some chapter of 

American history telling of 

this great man will search 

their memories in vain. So 

obscure has he remained 

in the annals of those 

times that even his name is 

unknown, there is only one 

glimpse of him as a rider 

hurrying through the night 

with a message that was 

to bring us our Glorious 

Fourth. The Chicago 

Post tells the story. “The 

friends of the Declaration 

of Independence” were 

afraid that they might not 

be in a majority in the great 

Philadelphia gatherings. It 

is affirmed that they count-

ed noses and were fearful 

that they would fall short 

by one or two votes. Then 

it was they determined 

to send a messenger into 

Delaware to bring back an 

absent delegate who it was 

known would vote right 

if he were present. They 

looked for a hard rider 

with the cause at heart, a 

man who would ride the 

race for liberty and count 

fatigue a pleasure. They 

found him in a man whose 

name is not known to pos-

terity, but deserved well of 

it. “The unknown rode on 

his mission. He tore away, 

as one of his contempo-

raries bore witness, as if 

the devil were at his heels. 

He broke existing records 

and sent the absent dele-

gate back in a hot hurry 

and in time to vote. The 

Declaration debates and 

proceedings were secret, 

but there was a story well 

believed that the resolu-

tion carried by one vote. 

We have Paul Revere’s ride 

in living verse, but no one 

has sung the song of the 

unknown ride. “The Man 

Who Made the Fourth”.

1917

Complimenting our 

Lake City boys who belong 

to Company C., First 

Regiment of the Florida 

National Guards, the ladies 

of the city are planning to 

entertain the Company 

with a dinner party, as soon 

as it is announced at what 

time they will receive their 

marching orders toward 

the training camp. The din-

ner will be served in the 

dining room of Columbia 

College, in the evening, 

and the officers and our 

soldier boys as the guests 

and a number of our pret-

ty Lake City girls attired 

as Red Cross nurses, to 

serve as waitresses for the 

occasion.

About 60 black men and 

women were present and 

took park in the demon-

stration in canning by A.A. 

Turner, manager and club 

agent from Tallahassee, 

whose lecture made new 

light on food conserva-

tion. Immediately after 

the demonstration on the 

court house lawn, every-

one assembled in the court 

house to listen to the time-

ly and most encouraging 

address from Hon. A.J. 

Moseley, Mayor of Lake 

City, and Mr. J.R. Lites, 

superintendent of public 

instruction of Columbia 

County. Rev. G.W. Curry, 

Mrs. A.M. Mattox, and 

Mrs. J.N. Niblack spoke 

pointedly indorsing the 

remarks of the former 

speakers, also put stress on 

the value of the work rep-

resented by A.A. Turner, 

after which the manager, 

club agent was introduced 

by B.J. Jones, the master of 

ceremonies.

1918

Loyalty Day as the 

Fourth of July is to be 

known this year was fitting-

ly observed yesterday in 

the city. Hon. J.A. Mosely 

chairman of the American 

Defense Society was ably 

assisted by the ladies in 

arranging an excellent 

program for the Loyalty 

Day celebration. Col. J.B. 

Hodges was speaker of the 

day and made an excel-

lent patriotic address in 

keeping with the day and 

hour. All stores and other 

places of business were 

closed and their entire day 

was given over to patriotic 

demonstrations which was 

concluded in the afternoon 

with the following pro-

gram. An auto parade with 

several hundred cars par-

ticipating from the city and 

county decorated with Old 

Glory and other patriotic 

emblems formed at the 

Courthouse.

1919

The Fourth of July cel-

ebration, as announced 

was celebrated in the city 

Friday. Mayor R.W. Farnell 

had issued a proclamation 

declaring the day a gener-

al holiday to be observed 

by all the places of busi-

ness. Lieutenant and Mrs. 

Jack Ennias impersonat-

ed Uncle Sam and Miss 

Columbia and rode to the 

park in a car driven by 

Murray Hagen and Garrard 

Wilson, both of whom saw 

service in the war. The 

car was decorated in white, 

with many shields bear-

ing the colors. The pre-

sentation of the flag to the 

city by the Woman’s Club 

was the great event of the 

day and was then made. 

Rev. W.T. Cavell gave the 

invocation, which was fol-

lowed by a prayer by Elder 

W.G. Hearne, after which 

Harold Tribble made 

the presentation speech. 

The audience then sang 

“America” and the flag was 

raised amid the cheers of 

the crowd, while the “Star 

Spangled Banner” pealed 

forth. Hon. J.B. Hodges 

made the speech of accep-

tance for the city.

Saturday was a red-let-

ter day for Lulu. Thronged 

with citizenry for miles 

around, speechmaking 

by several distinguished 

citizens of the state, the 

day a perfect one, every-

body spent a happy and 

most enjoyable day. Once 

each year, the local camp 

of the Woodmen of the 

World gives a picnic to 

which they invite all their 

friends and all the friends 

of their friends, and taken 

together, this makes a big 

assemblage, and this year 

for the fourth, the crowd 

was about twice as large as 

any in the past. Promptly 

at twelve o’clock (high 

noon), Mr. Blackwelder, 

who had been chosen to 

deliver the address of wel-

come, stepped forward and 

in a most pleasurable man-

ner bade the vast crowd a 

hearty welcome, and then 

introduced W.W. Phillips, 

who had been chosen to 

speak on the occasion. The 

address of Mr. Phillips was 

one of enlarging patrio-

tism, his experience in the 

legislature, and the idea 

of aspirations of woodcraft, 

and was well delivered 

and enjoyed. Attorney 

General Van Swearingen 

was the next speaker, and 

he began his address by 

announcing his candidacy 

to be the governor of the 

state. His speech was lis-

tened to carefully, and he 

made a favorable impres-

sion upon the people. 

Governor Catts was then 

introduced, and in genuine 

Catts manner entertained 

his hearers. He announced 

that he was a candidate 

for the U.S. Senate against 

Duncan U. Fletcher. He 

said that if elected that 

he would look out for the 

people and protect them. 

The governor paid tribute 

to the Columbia represen-

tatives saying that to his 

personal knowledge, all of 

them stood by the com-

mon people. This closed 

the speechmaking and 

then the good ladies of the 

community began spread-

ing the dinner, and such 

a dinner, chicken, cakes, 

pies, peaches, cream, ham, 

chicken bogged up in rice, 

chicken stewed, chicken 

baked, chicken fried, and 

all the manner of chicken.  

1920

Itchetucknee Springs- 

One of Florida’s most 

beautiful scenic spots 

where Dame Nature has 

lavished her wonderful 

arrangement of semi-trop-

ical verdure- was last week 

the camp site of forty-six 

club boys of Columbia 

County and the Florida 

Extension Division of 

the University of Florida. 

Gathered by County Agent 

McDonald to participate 

in a three-day practical 

course in Club Work, it is 

needless to say that the 

youngsters spent three of 

the happiest days of their 

young lives on this occa-

sion. The contingent was 

composed of lads from all 

sections of the county, and 

they were given expert 

instruction in many things 

among which was hog 

raising- comprising proper 

methods of deeding and 

care of pigs at all times. 

They were taught how to 

prepare seedbeds, how 

to cultivate and harvest 

corn, and how to combat 

the weevils after gathering 

and cribbing their crop. 

During the first two days 

of the course which were 

devoted entirely to the 

boys, lectures were given 

and practical demonstra-

tions carried out by R.W. 

Blacklock, H.G. Clayton, 

and C.K. McQuarrie, 

and all closely associated 

with the extension work 

in Florida and experts in 

their work, and by Mr. 

McDonald our own coun-

ty agent. Work and study 

over the boys turned their 

minds towards athletics- 

the boys’ delight. Under 

the leadership of the coun-

ty agent and others, con-

tests of various kinds were 

arranged for the young 

farmers, which carried out 

the scheme of bringing 

interest and enthusiasm to 

the course. 

A Farmer’s Rally and 

Picnic were also held. 

The last day of the picnic 

coincided with the July 4th 

Weekend which proved 

to be a banner day. On 

this day, grown-ups- father, 

mother, sisters, in fact 

everybody- old maids and 

bachelors included, if they 

had any interest in agri-

cultural pursuits or rural 

home needs were invited 

to be present, not only to 

glean inspiration for future 

effort, but to help with the 

big picnic dinner given in 

conjunction with the farm-

ing rally.  

The company gave a 

practical demonstration 

of the versatile use of the 

farm tractor. A Fordson 

tractor was used in the 

work, pulling both disc and 

gang plows with ease, and 

in a manner that surprised 

many present. The test was 

a success and placed before 

farmers a method of farm 

improvement. The three-

day course and rally of the 

farmers was the greatest 

gathering of its kind ever 

held in the county.

Following the success of 

the Farmer’s Rally for the 

4th of July, a motion was 

made to make the springs 

more accessible. A move-

ment is on foot by a com-

mittee of citizens for the 

purpose of raising a fund 

sufficient to erect bath 

houses and other improve-

ments at Itchetucknee 

Springs, for the pleasure of 

all visitors who may wish 

to spend a day’s outing at 

this popular place. There 

isn’t a more attractive 

spring in the State than 

Itchetucknee for bathing 

purposes for picnicking 

and recreation parties.

I hope that you have 

enjoyed this exploration of 

the past. I want to wish 

each and every one of you 

a wonderful and Happy 4th 

of July. May it be filled 

with bountiful bbqs, fish 

frys, cookouts, watermel-

ons cuttings, and picnics 

that bring smiles to the 

face of all those gathered 

to celebrate our nation’s 

Independence Day. God 

Bless America!

FOURTH
Continued From 6A

Lake DeSoto, shown in an old photograph here, has always been a popular desti-
nation for Independence Day celebrations in Lake City.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Company C., First Regiment of the Florida National Guards, poses for a photo. The 
women of Lake City threw the company a dinner party in 1917’s Fourth of July.

An undated photo shows a large gathering for a Fourth of July picnic along the 
banks of the Ichetucknee River. The county has experienced Independence Day 
celebrations dating as far back as 1860.
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COUPON #008
REGULARLY $217.00 • A SAVINGS OF $168.00

Open 6 Days a Week • Mon. – Sat. • Evening Appointments Available

1788 SW Barnett Way – Hwy 47 S • AspireDentalLakeCity.com • 386-675-0643
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A Special Welcoming Gift For You

We Are Offering:
• “Soft Touch” Initial Exam (ADA-00110)
• Panoramic X-Ray (ADA-00330)
• Diagnosis (if needed)
 

$4900
For Only

Ask About
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and other 

financing 

available 

(wac)

The policy of our office is that the patient and any other person responsible for paymenthas the right to refuse to pay, cancel payment, or be reimbursed for payment for any service, examination, or treatment performed as a result of and with 72 hours of responding tothe advertisement for the free, discounted fee, examination treatment.

Begin Summer with a New Smile!Begin Summer with a New Smile!

Live Oak hosting ninth 
annual Freedom Festival

By JEWELIANA CURTIS

Special to the Reporter

The City of Live Oak is 

excited to announce the 

return of the Freedom 

Festival for the ninth year. 

Commemorating America’s 

Independence Day.

The event will take place 

Monday, July 4, with festiv-

ities beginning at 4 p.m. in 

Millenium Park and Festival 

Park. The festival is open to 

the public and admission 

is free.

Celebrate Independence 

Day with a host of activities 

for the entire family, includ-

ing bounce houses, balloon 

artists, food trucks, food 

vendors, retail vendors, 

informational vendors, and 

much more. 

Enjoy your favorite food 

truck cuisine and check 

out the local vendors to 

support small businesses 

within the community. Be 

sure to head over to the hot 

dog eating contest where 

the fire department and 

police department will be 

competing to raise funds for 

the local humane society, 

“Dogs for Dogs.”

Beginning at 6 p.m., 

enjoy a live performance 

by the Silvertones Rock & 

Roll Revue, a band special-

izing in era-specific music. 

Some of the songs on the 

set list include “Twist & 

Shout,” “Tutti Frutti,” “At 

The Hop,” “La Bamba” and 

“Under The Boardwalk.” 

End the evening by finding 

the perfect spot to watch 

the fireworks display at 9 

p.m.

So, don your patriotic 

gear and head to down-

town Live Oak for an eve-

ning of family-friendly fun 

as we celebrate America’s 

Independence Day.

July 4 celebration 
starts at 4 p.m.; 
fireworks at 9 p.m.

Plenty to do around the area on July 4th
Staff report

BRANFORD — When 

the Branford River Reunion 

returns for its 41st ren-

dition, it will be bringing 

along a few new friends. 

Opening at 2 p.m. at the 

Branford Greenway on July 

4, the Reunion will include 

some new festivities to go 

along with some time-hon-

ored traditions. 

Among the new additions 

to the long-running festi-

val will be a watermelon 

eating contest, a watermel-

on seed-spitting contest, a 

corn hole tournament and 

a car show. Registration 

for the car show will take 

place from noon to 1 p.m. 

with judging set for 1:30- 

4:30 p.m. The corn hole 

tournament will begin at 

3:30 p.m. with registration 

opening 30 minutes prior. 

Registration for the water-

melon contests also begins 

at 3 p.m. with the eating 

contest set for 3:30 p.m. 

and the seed spitting to 

follow at 4 p.m. 

“To get more people at 

the park, at the Greenway,” 

Peggy Terry, one of the 

River Reunion organizers, 

said about why the commit-

tee decided to add the new 

events. 

Other events will return 

to the Reunion as well, like 

the Branford Rotary Duck 

Race, which will actually 

take place just south of the 

remainder of the festival in 

Ivey Park. The duck race 

starts at 2 p.m. 

The festival will also 

include the annual parade 

(lineup at 5 p.m. at 

Buccaneer Field) at 6 p.m. 

and the Bedrock Derby race 

at 7 p.m. as well as plenty of 

food booths as well as craft 

booths and games. 

Faith Jackson will per-

form at the stage at the 

Greenway in between 

those two events, starting 

at 6:30 p.m. 

The grand finale will be 

the fireworks show, set to 

begin around 9:30 p.m. 

HAMILTON COUNTY 

Hamilton County’s 

annual Fourth of July cel-

ebration begins at 5 p.m. 

at the Hamilton County 

Recreation Department, 

4525 SW 107th Avenue in 

Jasper. 

There is also no fee to 

be a vendor at Hamilton 

County’s event, which will 

also include bounce houses, 

waterslides and kids games 

at the park. The Rebellions 

will perform prior to the 

fireworks display. 

LAKE CITY 

The Lake City-Columbia 

County Chamber of 

Commerce’s Independence 

Day festivities will be a bit 

different this year. There 

will be no festival or ven-

dors set up as part of the 

celebration. 

Rather, there will just be 

a fireworks display around 

9:15 p.m. at the rodeo arena 

at the Florida Gateway 

Fairgrounds, 164 SW Mary 

Bethel Lane. 

LAFAYETTE COUNTY 

Hosted by the Lafayette 

County Chamber of 

Commerce, the celebra-

tion will last from 6-9 

p.m. at the Edward Perry 

Sports Complex, located 

of f NE County Road 400 

in Mayo. 

According to L ynn 

Buchanan with the 

Chamber, there will be a 

few food vendors at the 

event, including snow 

cones. A water slide will 

also be at the park for chil-

dren of all ages to enjoy 

and cool off. 

The fireworks display is 

set to start around 9 p.m.

RAY CARPENTER/Special to the Reporter

A fireworks show gets underway in Lake City during 
Independence Day festivities in 2021.

www.facebook.com/liveoakcra
www.lakecity.com
www.communityhospice.com
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Florida paying $1M to each of 
Billy Napier’s 3 coordinators

Associated Press

GAINESVILLE — Florida 
is paying each of coach Billy 
Napier’s three coordinators $1 
million annually.

Offense coordinator Rob Sale 
and co-defensive coordinators 
Sean Spencer and Patrick Toney 
will make seven-figure salaries, 
according to contracts the Gators 
shared Friday. Florida released the 
documents to fulfill public records 
requests. The school had previous-
ly disclosed details of Napier’s deal.

Napier ended up spending 
$6.325 million of a $7.5 million 
pool for his 10 on-field assistants. 
Strength and conditioning coach 
Mark Hocke will make $750,000, BRAD MCCLENNY/The Gainesville Sun via AP

Florida head football coach Billy Napier speaks to the media during his 
introductory news conference at Ben Hill Griffin Stadium on Dec. 5, 2021.

OC Rob Sale & co-DCs 
Spencer & Toney will 
make seven-figure salaries.

GATORS continued on 6B

COLLEGE FOOTBALL COLLEGE ATHLETICS

Djokovic gets surprise next, 5B

Realignment makes 
another seismic shift

By JOHN MARSHALL

Associated Press

Conference realign-
ment in college sports 
has been going on since 
1984, when the Supreme 
Court invalidated the 
NCAA’s national televi-
sion contract for football.

The conference juggling 
has gone through ebbs and 
flows through the years 
since, from small schools 
bumping up to bigger 
leagues to power programs 
switching to other major 
conferences.

The latest move, 
Southern California and 
UCLA bolting the Pac-12 
for the Big Ten, could be 
part of a tectonic shift. 
Not just because of the 

marquee schools involved, 
but because it happened 
at a time when the NCAA 
is looking to take a more 
decentralized approach to 
governing college athlet-
ics, handing more power to 
schools and conferences.

“You might think this is 
more seismic because it’s 
involving wealthier schools 
— and arguably it is — but 
also it’s seismic because of 
the underpinnings of the 
system, the foundations 
of the system, are being 
challenged at a time when 
the financial structure is 
exploding,” Smith College 
economics professor 
Andrew Zimbalist said 
Friday. “It may have larger 
ramifications, but it is a pro-
cess that’s been ongoing.”

The decisions by USC 
and UCLA to join the 
Big Ten in 2024 come 
roughly a year after Texas 

2 super conferences 
will have ripple effects 
from coast to coast.

SHIFT continued on 6B

Shayne Morgan / Courtesy Photo

THE VOICE OF 

THE INDIANS
Shayne Morgan’s Fort White 

origins rooted in love for county
By MORGAN MCMULLEN

mmcmullen@lakecityreporter.com

Shayne Morgan’s first instinct usually steers his conversations in one 
direction. Not that that’s ever bothered him before. 

The Columbia County Emergency Management Director has decades 
of experience in informing folks on how to act during a natural 
disaster. However, his real passion may lie with the sports com-
munity around the county, particularly in Fort White. 

Morgan was there for the Class 1A softball championship 
in Clermont in May, where he saw his Fort White girls lose 
a heartbreaking 1-run game and end their improbable run 
to a state runner-up finish. He was there for the school’s first 
District 6-1A girls basketball championship in February. He 
watched, with captive awe, the school’s baseball team as it 
reached its first ever state Final Four in May as well. 

He’s got his reasons. Even as a Class of 1990 graduate 
of Columbia High School, the Fort White obsession 
has a logical base. Morgan’s been a lifelong resident of 
Columbia County, which lends his affinity to all the area 
schools, including Suwannee High. In fact, he got one 
of his first big breaks by covering Suwannee’s football 
team as part of the crew at WQHL 98.1 in Live Oak. 
He spent some time as the station’s midday disk 
jockey before getting the opportunity to put together 
packages of taped interviews with the head coaches 
at CHS, Lafayette and Madison County to be put 
on the air before covering SHS football stats for 
the night. 

“Radio and TV is where I got my start at, and 
so I always have a special affinity for being able 
to do that still,” Morgan said. “Keep my toe in 
the radio waters, as it were.”

Morgan’s slightly more invested than just 
a toe’s worth in Fort White athletics. He even 
remembers his first radio broadcast to cover an 
FWHS football game. Back in 2000, the team 
went on the road to take on Florida High. 

“That was the first true road game of the sea-
son,” Morgan said. “I’m pretty sure we won that 
game… That was the first inkling into Fort White 
athletics.”

As far as his first PA announcing gig at Arrowhead 
Stadium, Morgan’s memory gets a bit fuzzier. 

“At this point, there’s been so many over the years 
that the years themselves blur together… But I’ve seen 
some doozies though, man. It’s been a wild ride.”

One of the memories he can pick out of thin air was 
a 2011 home game. In Week 4, the Indians hosted 
Wakulla during a season in which the team eventually 
went 8-4, falling in the second round of the playoffs to 
Trinity Catholic. 

“I remember it vividly because they had been 
beating us for most of the game,” Morgan said. “We had a 

MORGAN continued on 6B

www.kecityreporter.com
www.lakecityreporter.com
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SCOREBOARD

MLB

AMERICAN LEAGUE
East Division

 W L Pct GB
New York 56 21  .727 _
Toronto 44 33  .571 12
Boston 43 34  .558 13
Tampa Bay 40 36  .526 15½
Baltimore 35 42  .455 21

Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Minnesota 43 36  .544 _
Cleveland 39 34  .534 1
Chicago 31 46   .403 12½
Detroit 29 45  .392 11½
Kansas City 27 47  .365 13½

West Division
 W L Pct GB
Houston 48 27  .640 _
Texas 36 39  .480 12
Los Angeles 37 41  .474 12½
Seattle 37 41  .474 12½
Oakland 25 53  .321 24½

NATIONAL LEAGUE
East Division

 W L Pct GB
New York 48 29  .623 _
Atlanta 45 33  .577 3½
Philadelphia 41 37  .526 7½
Miami 35 40  .467 12
Washington 29 50  .367 20

Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Milwaukee 44 34  .564 _
St. Louis 43 36  .544 1½
Pittsburgh 31 45  .408 12
Chicago 30 46  .395 13
Cincinnati 26 50  .342 17

West Division
 W L Pct GB
Los Angeles 47 28  .627 _
San Diego 46 32  .590 2½
San Francisco 40 34  .541 6½
Arizona 34 42  .447 13½
Colorado 33 43  .434 14½

Thursday’s Games
Cleveland 5, Minnesota 3
Philadelphia 14, Atlanta 4
Houston 2, N.Y. Yankees 1
Pittsburgh 8, Milwaukee 7
Toronto 4, Tampa Bay 1
Chicago Cubs 15, Cincinnati 7
Seattle 8, Oakland 6
L.A. Dodgers 3, San Diego 1

Friday’s Games
Chicago Cubs 6, Boston 5

Toronto 9, Tampa Bay 2
Miami 6, Washington 3
Philadelphia 5, St. Louis 3
Atlanta 9, Cincinnati 1
N.Y. Mets 4, Texas 3
N.Y. Yankees at Cleveland, ppd.
Milwaukee at Pittsburgh, 7:05 p.m.
Kansas City at Detroit, 7:10 p.m.
Baltimore at Minnesota, 8:10 p.m.
L.A. Angels at Houston, 8:10 p.m.
Arizona at Colorado, 8:10 p.m.
Oakland at Seattle, 10:10 p.m.
San Diego at L.A. Dodgers, 10:10 p.m.
Chicago White Sox at San Francisco, 10:15 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
Tampa Bay (McClanahan 8-3) at Toronto 
(Gausman 6-6), 12:07 p.m., 1st game
N.Y. Yankees (TBD) at Cleveland (TBD), 1st 
game, 6:10 p.m.
Baltimore (Lyles 4-7) at Minnesota (Gray 
4-1), 2:10 p.m.
Chicago White Sox (Cease 6-3) at San 
Francisco (Webb 7-2), 4:05 p.m.
Miami (Castano 0-1) at Washington 
(Tetreault 2-1), 4:05 p.m.
Milwaukee (TBD) at Pittsburgh (Thompson 
3-5), 4:05 p.m.
St. Louis (Liberatore 2-1) at Philadelphia 
(Gibson 4-3), 4:05 p.m.
Kansas City (Singer 3-3) at Detroit (Faedo 
1-4), 4:10 p.m.
L.A. Angels (Sandoval 3-2) at Houston 
(Urquidy 6-3), 4:10 p.m.
Oakland (Blackburn 6-3) at Seattle (Kirby 
2-3), 4:10 p.m.
Atlanta (Strider 3-2) at Cincinnati (Mahle 
3-6), 4:10 p.m.
Texas (Pérez 6-2) at N.Y. Mets (Peterson 
4-1), 4:10 p.m.
Tampa Bay (TBD) at Toronto (TBD), 6:07 
p.m., 2nd game
N.Y. Yankees (TBD) at Cleveland (TBD), 2nd 
game, 6:10 p.m.
Boston (Winckowski 3-1) at Chicago Cubs 
(Mills 0-1), 7:15 p.m.
San Diego (Darvish 7-3) at L.A. Dodgers 
(Anderson 8-1), 7:15 p.m.
Arizona (Keuchel 2-5) at Colorado (Gomber 
3-7), 9:10 p.m.

Sunday’s Games
Kansas City at Detroit, 12:05 p.m.
Miami at Washington, 1:35 p.m.
Milwaukee at Pittsburgh, 1:35 p.m. 
Tampa Bay at Toronto, 1:37 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees at Cleveland, 1:40 p.m.
Atlanta at Cincinnati, 1:40 p.m.
Texas at N.Y. Mets, 1:40 p.m.
Baltimore at Minnesota, 2:10 p.m.

L.A. Angels at Houston, 2:10 p.m.
Boston at Chicago Cubs, 2:20 p.m.
Arizona at Colorado, 3:10 p.m.
Chicago White Sox at San Francisco, 4:05 p.m.
Oakland at Seattle, 4:10 p.m.
San Diego at L.A. Dodgers, 4:10 p.m.
St. Louis at Philadelphia, 7:08 p.m.

Monday’s Games
Miami at Washington, 11:05 a.m.
Texas at Baltimore, 1:05 p.m.
Cleveland at Detroit 1:10 p.m., 1st game
Tampa Bay at Boston, 1:35 p.m.
Chicago Cubs at Milwaukee, 4:10 p.m.
Kansas City at Houston, 4:10 p.m.
San Francisco at Arizona, 6:10 p.m.
Seattle at San Diego, 6:40 p.m.
N.Y. Mets at Cincinnati, 6:40 p.m.
Cleveland at Detroit, 6:40 p.m., 2nd game
St. Louis at Atlanta, 7:20 p.m.
Minnesota at Chicago White Sox, 8:10 p.m.
Toronto at Oakland, 9:07 p.m.
Colorado at L.A. Dodgers, 9:10 p.m.

WNBA

EASTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB
Chicago 14 5  .737 —
Connecticut 13 7  .650 1½
Washington 13 9  .591 2½
Atlanta 9 11  .450 5½
New York 8 11  .421 6
Indiana 5 16  .238 10

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB
Las Vegas 14 5  .737 —
Seattle 12 7  .632 2
Dallas 9 11  .450 5½
Phoenix 9 12  .429 6
Los Angeles 7 11  .389 6½
Minnesota 6 14  .300 8½

Thursday’s Games
Atlanta 92, New York 81, OT

Friday’s Games
Las Vegas at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Los Angeles at Dallas, 8 p.m.
Indiana at Seattle, 10 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
Phoenix at Chicago, 1 p.m.

Sunday’s Games
Washington at Connecticut, 1 p.m.
Seattle at Atlanta, 3 p.m.
New York at Los Angeles, 6 p.m.
Las Vegas at Minnesota, 7 p.m.

Monday’s Games
Phoenix at Los Angeles, 7 p.m.

MLS

EASTERN CONFERENCE
 W L T Pts GF GA
CF Montréal 9 6 2 29 32 29
New York 8 5 5 29 28 20
Philadelphia 7 2 8 29 22 13
New York City FC 8 4 4 28 31 17
Orlando City 7 6 4 25 20 23
Cincinnati 7 7 3 24 27 30
New England 6 5 6 24 27 26
Inter Miami CF 6 7 3 21 17 25
Columbus 5 5 6 21 20 18
Charlotte FC 6 10 2 20 17 22
Atlanta 5 7 4 19 24 24
Toronto FC 5 9 3 18 24 32
Chicago 4 8 5 17 15 22
D.C. United 4 9 2 14 18 27

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L T Pts GF GA
Los Angeles FC 11 3 3 36 35 18
Austin FC 9 4 4 31 32 2 0 
Real Salt Lake 8 4 5 29 20 19
FC Dallas 7 5 5 26 27 20
Nashville 7 5 5 26 22 19
LA Galaxy 7 6 3 24 20 19
Seattle 7 7 2 23 24 19
Portland 5 6 7 22 27 27
Houston 6 8 3 21 21 21
Minnesota United 6 8 3 21 20 21
Vancouver 6 8 3 21 18 28
Colorado 5 7 4 19 17 21
Sporting KC 4 10 4 16 16 32
San Jose 3 7 6 15 25 34
NOTE: 3 points for victory, 1 point for tie.

Thursday, June 30
Austin FC 1, Charlotte FC 0
New York 2, Atlanta 1

Saturday, July 2
Seattle at Toronto FC, 7:30 p.m.
Los Angeles FC at Vancouver, 10 p.m.

Sunday, July 3
Atlanta at New York City FC, 5 p.m.
Philadelphia at Columbus, 7:30 p.m.
Cincinnati at New England, 7:30 p.m.
Real Salt Lake at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
New York at Sporting Kansas City, 8 p.m.
Charlotte FC at Houston, 8:30 p.m.
Portland at Nashville, 8:30 p.m.
Chicago at San Jose, 9 p.m.

Monday, July 4
D.C. United at Orlando City, 7 p.m.
Austin FC at Colorado, 9 p.m.
Miami at FC Dallas, 9 p.m.
CF Montréal at LA Galaxy, 10:30 p.m.

SPORTS ON TV
Saturday, July 2

3ICE HOCKEY
3 p.m.

CBSSN — Week 3: Team Mullen vs. Team 
Carbonneau, Team LeClair vs. Team Fuhr, 

Team Trottier vs. Team Murphy, Grand 
Rapids, Mich.

AUSTRALIAN RULES FOOTBALL
12 a.m. (Sunday)

FS2 — AFL Premiership: West Coast at 
Richmond

AUTO RACING
8:20 a.m.

ESPN2 — W Series: Round 3, Silverstone 
Circuit, Towcester, England

9:55 a.m.
ESPN2 — Formula 1: Qualifying, 

Silverstone Circuit, Towcester, England
11:30 a.m.

CBSSN — FIA Formula E: The Marrakesh 
E-Prix, Round 10, Marrakesh, Morocco

12 p.m.
USA — NASCAR Cup Series: Qualifying, 

Road America, Elkhart, Wis.
2:30 p.m.

USA — NASCAR Xfinity Series: The Henry 
180, Road America, Elkhart, Wis.

3 p.m.
NBC — AMA Lucas Oil Series: The RedBud 

National, RedBud MX, Buchanan, Mich.
8 p.m.

CBS — Camping World: The SRX Series, 
Stafford Motor Speedway, Stafford 

Springs, Conn.
BIG3 BASKETBALL

1 p.m.
CBS — Week 3: Power vs. Enemies, Killer 3’s 

vs. Tri State, Triplets vs. Ball Hogs, Dallas
CFL FOOTBALL

7 p.m.
ESPN2 — Montreal at Saskatchewan

CYCLING
8 a.m.

USA — UCI: The Tour de France, Stage 2, 
125.5 miles, Roskilde to Nyborg, Denmark

1 p.m.
NBC — UCI: The Tour de France, Stage 2, 

125.5 miles, Roskilde to Nyborg, Denmark 
(Taped)
GOLF
8 a.m.

GOLF — DP World Tour: The Irish Open, Third 
Round, Mount Juliet Estate, Kilkenny, Ireland

1 p.m.
GOLF — PGA Tour: The John Deere Classic, 

Third Round, TPC Deere Run, Silvis, Ill.
3 p.m.

CBS — PGA Tour: The John Deere Classic, 
Third Round, TPC Deere Run, Silvis, Ill.

HORSE RACING
12:30 p.m.

FS1 — NYRA: America’s Day at the Races
3 p.m.

FS2 — NYRA: America’s Day at the Races
4 p.m.

NBC — Breeders’ Cup Challenge Series: 
The John A. Nerud Stakes, Belmont Park, 

San Diego
LACROSSE (WOMEN’S)

8 p.m.
ESPNU — World Championship: U.S. vs. 
Australia, Opening Round, Towson, Md.

MIXED MARTIAL ARTS
6 p.m.

ESPN — UFC 276 Early Prelims: Undercard 
Bouts, Las Vegas

8 p.m.
ABC — UFC 276 Prelims: Undercard Bouts, 

Las Vegas
ESPN — UFC 276 Prelims: Undercard 

Bouts, Las Vegas
MLB BASEBALL

12 p.m.
MLBN — Tampa Bay at Toronto (Game 1)

4 p.m.
FS1 — Oakland at Seattle

7 p.m.
FOX — Regional Coverage: Boston at 

Chicago Cubs OR San Diego at LA Dodgers
10 p.m.

MLBN — Arizona at Colorado
NBA BASKETBALL

5 p.m.
ESPN2 — Summer League: LA Lakers vs. 

Miami, San Francisco
7:30 p.m.

NBATV — Summer League: Sacramento at 
Golden State

TENNIS
8 a.m.

ESPN — ATP/WTA: Wimbledon, Third 
Round, London

1 p.m.
ABC — ATP/WTA: Wimbledon, Third 

Round, London
TRACK AND FIELD

1 p.m.
CNBC — World Athletics Diamond League: 
The BAUHAUS-Galan, Stockholm (Taped)

WNBA BASKETBALL
1 p.m.

ESPN — Phoenix at Chicago

3 p.m.
ESPN — WNBA All-Star Team Selection 

Special

Sunday, July 3
AUTO RACING

9:55 a.m.
ESPN2 — Formula 1: The Lenovo British 

Grand Prix, Silverstone Circuit, Towcester, 
England

12:30 p.m.
NBC — NTT IndyCar Series: The Honda 
Indy 200, Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course, 

Lexington, Ohio
3 p.m.

NBC — IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar 
Championship: The Chevrolet Grand Prix, 

Ontario, Canada
USA — NASCAR Cup Series: The Kwik Trip 

250, Road America, Elkhart, Wis.
CYCLING

8 a.m.
USA — UCI: The Tour de France, Stage 3, 
113 miles, Vejle to Sønderborg, Denmark

GOLF
8 a.m.

GOLF — DP World Tour: The Irish Open, Final 
Round, Mount Juliet Estate, Kilkenny, Ireland

1 p.m.
GOLF — PGA Tour: The John Deere Classic, 

Final Round, TPC Deere Run, Silvis, Ill.
3 p.m.

CBS — PGA Tour: The John Deere Classic, 
Final Round, TPC Deere Run, Silvis, Ill.

HORSE RACING
12:30 p.m.

FS1 — NYRA: America’s Day at the Races
1:30 p.m.

FS1 — NYRA: America’s Day at the Races
MLB BASEBALL

1:30 p.m.
MLBN — Regional Coverage: NY Yankees 

at Cleveland OR Tampa Bay at Toronto
4:30 p.m.

MLBN — Regional Coverage: San Diego 
at LA Dodgers OR Chicago White Sox at 

San Francisco
7 p.m.

ESPN — St. Louis at Philadelphia
ESPN2 — St. Louis at Philadelphia (Kay-

Rod Cast)
NBA BASKETBALL

5 p.m.
NBATV — Summer League: Miami vs. 

Sacramento, San Francisco
7:30 p.m.

NBATV — Summer League: LA Lakers at 
Golden State

SOCCER (MEN’S)
4 p.m.

FS2 — CPL: Atletico Ottawa at Forge FC
7 p.m.

FS1 — CONCACAF U-20 Championship: 
TBD, Final, San Pedro Sula, Honduras

8 p.m.
FS2 — Liga MX: Monterrey at Santos Laguna

SOCCER (WOMEN’S)
8 p.m.

CBSSN — NWSL: Louisville FC at Orlando
TENNIS
8 a.m.

ESPN — ATP/WTA: Wimbledon, Round of 
16, London

1 p.m.
ABC — ATP/WTA: Wimbledon, Round of 

16, London
6 a.m. (Monday)

ESPN2 — ATP/WTA: Wimbledon, Round 
of 16, London

USFL FOOTBALL
7:30 p.m.

FOX — USFL Playoff: Philadelphia vs. 
Birmingham, Championship, Canton, Ohio

WNBA BASKETBALL
1 p.m.

ESPN — Washington at Connecticut
3 p.m.

NBATV — Seattle at Atlanta
6 p.m.

CBSSN — New York at Los Angeles

Monday, July 4
COMPETITIVE EATING

12 p.m.
ESPNEWS — 2022 Nathan’s Famous Hot 

Dog Eating Contest: From Coney Island, N.Y.
SOCCER (MEN’S)

9 p.m.
ESPN2 — USL Championship: San Diego 

at Colorado Springs
TENNIS
8 a.m.

ESPN — ATP/WTA: Wimbledon, Round of 
16, London

11 a.m.
ESPN2 — ATP/WTA: Wimbledon, Round 

of 16, London
WNBA BASKETBALL

7 p.m.
ESPN — Phoenix at Los Angeles

TAMPA

Lightning retain Nick Paul with 7-year, $22M deal

The Tampa Bay Lightning have accomplished one of their 
top offseason priorities, retaining forward Nick Paul with a sev-
en-year contract worth just over $22 million.

General manager Julien BriseBois announced deal Friday, 
three days after saying the club was interested in re-signing 
Paul and two other key players headed toward free agency — 
forward Ondrej Palat and defenseman Jan Rutta.

Paul was obtained in a trade from the Ottawa Senators in 
March. The 27-year-old filled several roles, helping the Lightning 
reach the Stanley Cup Final for the third consecutive year.

Paul, who will earn an average of $3.15million under his new 
contract, had five goals and four assists in his first playoff action. 
He filled various roles with Brayden Point sidelined by a torn 
quadriceps muscle for most of a 23-game postseason run.

Paul appeared in 21 games with Tampa Bay during the regu-
lar season, finishing with five goals and nine assists. 

SAN JOSE, Calif.

Sharks fire coach Bob Boughner, assistants

San Jose Sharks coach Bob Boughner and his staff were fired 
two months after the regular season ended, a move the team 
said it made to clear the decks for the next general manager to 
pick new leadership behind the bench.

Interim general manager Joe Will informed Boughner, assis-
tants John MacLean and John Madden and video coach Dan 
Darrow on Thursday night they were being let go. The team 
announced the changes Friday, with Will linking the decision to 
the lengthy GM search getting down to a handful of potential 
candidates.

The organization is still in the middle of a lengthy search for 
a GM after Doug Wilson stepped down after nearly two decades 
on the job. Will said the team conducted 12 interviews to nar-
row the pool for in-person talks to roughly three to five finalists.

WASHINGTON

Medal of Freedom going to Biles, McCain, Giffords

President Joe Biden will present the nation’s highest civilian 
honor, the Presidential Medal of Freedom, to 17 people, includ-
ing actor Denzel Washington, gymnast Simone Biles and the 
late John McCain, the Arizona Republican with whom Biden 
served in the U.S. Senate.

Biden will also recognize Sandra Lindsay, the New York City 
nurse who rolled up her sleeve on live television in December 2020 
to receive the first covid-19 vaccine dose that was pumped into an 
arm in the United States, the White House announced Friday.

Biden’s honors list, which the White House shared first with 
The Associated Press, includes both living and deceased honor-
ees from the worlds of Hollywood, sports, politics, the military, 
academia, and civil rights and social justice advocacy.

The Democratic president will present the medals at the 
White House next week.

— Associated Press

IN BRIEF

Gobert 
traded  
to Minny 
in day of 
swaps

NBA

LaVine, Nurkic decide to stay 
put on Day 2 of free agency

By TIM REYNOLDS

Associated Press

Zach LaVine is staying 
in Chicago. Same goes for 
Jusuf Nurkic in Portland.

Day 2 of NBA free 
agency on Friday brought 
another max deal — this 
time, going to LaVine, 
who secured the richest 
contract in Bulls history 
when he agreed to a $215 
million, five-year contract.

LaVine technically was 
a free agent, for about 
18 hours. Klutch Sports, 
which represents LaVine, 
made the announcement of 
the max agreement, with 
the Bulls able to offer the 
Olympic gold medalist and 
two-time All-Star $56 mil-
lion more than any other 
club could this summer.

Nurkic got by far the 
biggest payday of his 
career, agreeing to a four-
year, $70 million contract 
with Portland. The center 
just completed his eighth 
NBA season, the last six 
of those coming with the 
Trail Blazers, for whom 
he averaged 15 points and 
11.1 rebounds this past 
season.

Mitchell Robinson is 
another big man not mov-
ing elsewhere, agreeing 
Friday to a $60 million, 
four-year contract to 
remain with the New York 
Knicks. The same goes 
for veteran guard Ricky 
Rubio, who agreed to a 

three-year, $18.4 million 
deal to return to the 
Cleveland Cavaliers.

There are some play-
ers who will be chang-
ing addresses. Danilo 
Gallinari, according to 
a person familiar with 
his decision, intends to 
sign a two-year deal with 
the Eastern Conference 
champion Boston Celtics 
— once his waiving by the 
San Antonio Spurs is com-
pleted. Gallinari was sent 
to San Antonio this week 
in a trade that brought 
All-Star guard Dejounte 
Murray to Atlanta.

Also on the move: Bruce 
Brown Jr., a guard who has 
decided to leave Brooklyn 
and sign with Denver on 
a two-year deal worth just 
over $13 million. Brown 
averaged a career-best 9 
points per game this past 
season for the Nets.

Another deal that was 
put into motion earlier in 
the week was completed, 
when five-time All-Star 
John Wall — bought out 
by the Houston Rockets 
— announced he had 
agreed to a two-year deal 
with the Los Angeles 
Clippers. Wall was under 
contract for $47.4 million 
this season, got bought 
out by Houston for about 
$41 million, and will get 
the $6.4 million difference 
from the Clippers. Wall 
hasn’t played in the NBA 
since April 2021, and has 

appeared in 82 games, 
including playoffs, over 
the last 4 1/2 seasons.

The champion Golden 
State Warriors brought 
back one of their key free 
agents, retaining Kevon 
Looney — who appeared 
in all 104 of the team’s 
games this past season — 
on a three-year deal that 
could be worth about $26 
million if the final year 
becomes fully guaranteed. 
But another two rotation 
pieces went elsewhere; 
Gary Payton II is head-
ed to the Portland Trail 
Blazers and Otto Porter 
Jr. is signing with the 
Toronto Raptors.

LaVine’s agreement was 
at least the fifth deal of at 
least $200 million struck 
since free agency opened 
on Thursday. The others 
all came on Day 1, going 
to Nikola Jokic ($264 mil-
lion extension in Denver), 
Bradley Beal ($251 
million contract to stay 
in Washington), Devin 
Booker ($224 million 
extension with Phoenix) 
and Karl-Anthony Towns 
($224 million extension 
with Minnesota).

And a sixth deal could 
very easily join that $200 
million club: Memphis’ Ja 
Morant agreed to a $193 
million extension that 
could reach $231 million 
based on what awards he 
qualifies for this coming 
season.

AP FILE

Portland Trail Blazers center Jusuf Nurkic hangs on the rim after dunking in front 
of Minnesota Timberwolves guard Jaylen Nowell on Jan. 25.

NBA

Associated Press

Rudy Gobert has 
been traded by the Utah 
Jazz to the Minnesota 
Timberwolves for a mas-
sive package of players and 
draft picks, a person with 
knowledge of the block-
buster deal said.

Utah is getting four 
first-round picks between 
2023 and 2029, along with 
Patrick Beverley, Malik 
Beasley and a first-round 
pick this year in Walker 
Kessler, according to the 
person who spoke to The 
Associated Press on Friday 
on condition of anonymity 
because the NBA had not 
approved the deal and nei-
ther team could announce 
it publicly.

ESPN, which first report-
ed the trade, also said 
Jarred Vanderbilt was going 
from Minnesota to Utah as 
part of the deal for Gobert.

Gobert has four years 
and $170 million left on a 
five-year, $205 million deal 
he signed with the Jazz last 
summer.

The Eastern Conference 
champion Boston Celtics 
also improved their back-
court depth Friday by 
acquiring combo guard 
Malcolm Brogdon in a 
muitl-player trade with 
the Indiana Pacers. In 
Brogdon, the Celtics are 
getting a proven lead-
er who averaged 19.1 
points, 5.9 assists and 5.1 
rebounds last season.

Indiana receives five 
players, all backup for-
wards with Boston, and a 
2023 first-round draft pick.

The Pacers receive 
Daniel Theis, Aaron 
Nesmith and Nic Stauskas 
— both first-round picks 
— Juwan Morgan and 
Malik Fitts. Aside from 
adding Theis’ physical 
presence, the Pacers 
could now have three 
first-round picks in 2023 
and enough cap room to 
give them an additional 
$31 million to spend.

The Atlanta Hawks 
also traded trading Kevin 
Huerter to the Sacramento 
Kings for Justin Holiday, 
Mo Harkless and a future 
conditional draft pick. 
Huerter averaged 11.4 
points in four seasons with 
Atlanta after being selected 
by the Hawks with the No. 
19 pick in the 2018 draft. 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE:
AUTO  EMPORIUM  OF  LAKE
CITY INC. gives notice that on
07/15/2022 at 09:00 AM the fol-
lowing vehicles(s)  may be sold
by  public  sale  at  2832  SW
MAIN BLVD LAKE CITY FL. to
satisfy  the  lien  for  the amount
owed on each  vehicle  for  any
recovery,  towing,  or  storage
services  charges and adminis-
trative fees allowed pursuant to
Florida statute 713.78.

3N1AB7AP9HY292710 
2017 NISS 

July 3, 2022

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE:
AUTO  EMPORIUM  OF  LAKE
CITY INC. gives notice that on
07/19/2022 at 09:00 AM the fol-
lowing vehicles(s)  may be sold
by  public  sale  at  2832  SW
MAIN BLVD  LAKE CITY FL. to
satisfy  the  lien  for  the amount
owed on each  vehicle  for  any
recovery,  towing,  or  storage
services  charges and adminis-
trative fees allowed pursuant to
Florida statute 713.78.

1G1ZC5EB2AF243029 
2010 CHEV 

5NPEB4AC9EH835864 
2014 HYUN 

JA4AT2AW8AZ014410 
2010 MITZ 

1GCDC14Z4LZ239445 
1990 CHEV 

712339
July 3, 2022

CARE  AND  PROTECTION,
TERMINATION OF PARENTAL
RIGHTS, SUMMONS BY PUB-
LICATION,  Docket  Number:
20CP0418FI,  Trial  Court  of
Massachusetts,  Juvenile  Court
Department, Commonwealth of
Massachusetts,  Worcester
County Juvenile Court, 100 Elm
Street,  Fitchburg,  MA  01420
TO: Gerald W. Sanborn: A peti-
tion has been presented to this
court  by  DCF  (Leominster),
seeking,  as  to  the  following
child: Kyle J. Sanborn, that said
child be found in need of care
and  protection  and  committed
to  the  Department  of  Children
and  Families.  The  court  may
dispense the rights of the per-
son  named  herein  to  receive
notice  of or to  consent  to any
legal  proceeding  affecting  the
adoption, custody, or guardian-
ship or any other disposition of
the  child  named  herein,  if  it
finds that the child is in need of
care and protection and that the
best interests of the child would
be served by said disposition.
You  are  hereby  ORDERED to
appear in this court, at the court
address set forth above, on the
following  date  and  time:
08/30/2022  at  09:00  AM  Pre
Trial Conference (CR/CV)
You may bring an attorney with
you. If you have a right to an at-
torney  and  if  the  court  deter-
mines that you are indigent, the
court will appoint an attorney to
represent you.
If  you fail  to  appear,  the court
may proceed on that date and
any  date thereafter  with a trial
on the merits of the petition and
an adjudication of this matter.
For  further  information call  the
Office  of  the  Clerk-Magistrate
at 978-345-7620.
WITNESS: Hon. Carol A. Ersk-
ine,  FIRST JUSTICE,  Brendan
J.  Moran,  Clerk-Magistrate,

J.  Moran,  Clerk-Magistrate,
DATE ISSUED: 03/29/2022

711443
June 26, 2022
July 3, 10, 2022

NOTICE OF INTENT BY THE
SCHOOL  BOARD  OF
COLUMBIA COUNTY
TO  ADOPT  RULE  AND  SET
PUBLIC HEARING
The School Board of Columbia
County will  hold a public hear-
ing on Tuesday, August 2, 2022
at  5:55  p.m.,  at  the  School
Board  Administrative  Complex,
372,  West  Duval  Street,  Lake
City,  Florida,  on  proposed
amendments  to  rules,  regula-
tions  and  procedures  for  the
operation  of  the  Columbia
County  School  District.   The
public  is  invited  to attend.  Ac-
tion is anticipated at this meet-
ing.
Persons  with  disabilities  who
require  assistance  to  partici-
pate  in  the  public  hearing  are
requested to notify the Office of
the Superintendent at 755-8000
at least 48 hours in advance so
that their needs can be accom-
modated.
TITLE:
Policy 5.01 Age of Majority  
Policy  5.02  Suicide  Preven-
tion 
Policy  5.021  Out  of  District
Residence 
Policy  5.022  Homeless  Stu-
dents
Policy  5.023  Exertional  Heat
Illness 
Policy 5.025 Educational Sta-
bility  for  Children  in  Foster
Care
Policy  5.03  Student  Assign-
ment 
Policy  5.031  Student  Out  of
Zone Transfers/Choice 
Policy 5.033 Controlled Open
Enrollment 
Policy  5.035  Classroom
Transfer 
Policy  5.04  Student  Atten-
dance 
Policy 5.05 Foreign Exchange
Students 
Policy  5.06 Granting Permis-
sion  for  Students  to  Leave
School Campus  
Policy  5.07  Student  Control
and Code of Student Conduct
Policy 5.08 Student Detention
Search and Seizure 
Policy 5.09 Expulsion of Stu-
dents 
Policy  5.10  Zero  Tolerance
for School Related Crimes 
Policy 5.101 Bullying and Ha-
rassment 
Policy 5.102 Dating Violence 
Policy  5.103  Requirements
for Original Entry 
Policy 5.107 Hazing 
Policy 5.11 Student Illness 
Policy  5.111  Administration
of Medication 
Policy  5.12  Eye  Protection
Devices 
Policy 5.13 Student Injures 
Policy  5.14  Legal  Name  of
Student 
Policy 5.141 Anabolic Steroid
Testing 
Policy 5.15 Student Records 
Policy 5.16 Student Activities
Policy  5.17  Student  Random
Drug Testing 
Policy 5.18 Tutoring for Com-
pensation 
Policy  5.19 Corporal Punish-
ment 
Policy  5.20  Directory  Infor-
mation 
Policy 5.21 Use of Time Out,
Seclusion,  and  Physical  Re-
straint for Students With Dis-
abilities 
Policy  5.22  School  Health
Services 
Policy 5.23 Notification of In-
voluntary Examination 
Policy  5.24  Parental  Access
to Information 
Policy 5.29 Notification of In-
voluntary Examination 
Policy  5.40  Children  of  Mili-
tary Families 
PURPOSE AND EFFECT:
Revisions  are  being  made  to
reflect changes in Law.  
SPECIFIC  LEGAL  AUTHORI-
TY: 1001.41, 1001.42, 1003.21,
F.S.
                     *****
DATED THIS DAY OF June 30,
2022
SCHOOL  BOARD  OF
COLUMBIA COUNTY
Alex  L.  Carswell,  Jr.,  Superin-
tendent

712792
July 3, 2022

Public Auction
Will be held by Davis Towing &
Recovery  at  9  a.m.  On
07/16/22,  in  Columbia  County
at  1226  NW  Main  Blvd,  Lake
City, FL 32055.
 
2002 Lincoln 
1LNHM82WX3Y624610

712735
July 3, 2022

Public Auction
Will be held by Davis Towing &
Recovery  at  9  a.m.  On
07/17/22,  in  Columbia  County
at  1226  NW  Main  Blvd,  Lake
City, FL 32055.
 
2007 Nissan 
3N1AB61E17L699165

712733
July 3, 2022

We  are  looking  to  grow  our
Ferreira  Team.  This  position
will be based out of our Mac-
clenny location.  The individual
will  need  to  have  strong  ad-
ministration  knowledge,  com-
puter  skills,  work  ethic,  the
ability to multitask and be self-
motivated. This is a fast-paced
funeral home environment and
will require a wide range of re-
sponsibilities so being a team
player is a must. This is a full-
time, long-term position. 

If you are interested, please
SUBMIT A RESUME to 

receptionist@ferreirafuner-
alservices.

    
  ELECTRICAL/MAINTE-

NANCE REPAIRER 
This  is  skilled  electrician  and
general repair work at the jour-
neyman  level.  License  at  the
journeyman  electrician  level
required  and  at  least  five
years  commercial  experience
in  electrical  work.  Must  also
be  able  to  do  light  structural
repair,  heating,  air  condition-
ing, and general maintenance.
An employee in a position allo-
cated to this class is responsi-
ble for general maintenance in
addition to electrician’s duties.
Knowledge of electrical  codes
as  applicable  to  educational
occupancy.  Knowledge  of  lo-
cal electrical transmission sys-
tems.  Knowledge  of  Florida
Building  Code  requirements
and  preferably  knowledge  of
State  of  Florida  educational
codes  and  standards.  Knowl-
edge  of  standard  practices,
methods, materials,  tools  and
equipment  used  in  general
maintenance,  carpentry,
plumbing,  electrical  and  air
conditioning. Knowledge of the
occupational  hazards  and
safety  precautions  required in
general  maintenance  or  elec-
trical  work.  Knowledge  of ba-
sic construction and plumbing
skills. Skill in the use of a vari-
ety  of  tools,  material  and
equipment. Ability  to read and
comprehend  blueprints,
sketches, schematics or draw-
ings for specifications of work
to be done. Ability to make ac-
curate  estimates  of  time  and
materials.  Ability  to  read  and
write English. Good verbal and
written  communication  skills
are  essential.  High  School
graduate plus five years  jour-
neyman  level  experience  in
electrical  work.  Current  licen-
sure as a journeyman  electri-
cian. A High School equivalen-
cy diploma from the State De-
partment of Education may be
substituted  for  high  school
graduation.  Computer  literate.
Must  have  current  minimum
Class  C  Commercial  Driver’s
License.

SALARY: $33,280.00
APPLICATION DEADLINE:

7/11/2022
Position details and applica-

tions available online at:
www.fgc.edu

or visit Human Resources 
Florida Gateway College
149 S.E. College Place

Lake City, FL 32025-2007
Phone (386) 754-4314 

Fax (386) 754-4814
Email: 

human.resources@fgc.edu
FGC is accredited by the
Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools 

Commission on Colleges.
VP/ADA/EA/EO College in 
Education and Employment

    
 RECEIVING CLERK

This  is  independent  clerical
work predominantly in the op-
eration of a mailroom and re-
ceiving.  An  employee  in  this
position  is  responsible  for
maintaining  control  over  re-
ceiving,  distributing  mail,  and
delivering  packages.  The  in-
cumbent must  be able to use
financial  management  soft-
ware and common office relat-
ed  systems  and  equipment.
Duties will  include sorting and
delivery  of incoming mail  and
material,  pickup and process-
ing of outgoing mail  from  the
campus and automated record
keeping in computer based in-
tegrated  software  and  other
programs.  Customer  service
work  is  also  involved.  Good
use of written or oral English.
Knowledge  of  spelling  and
grammar. Knowledge of basic
business  arithmetic.  Data  en-
try and word processing skills.
Ability  to keep records. Ability
to interact positively in person
or  on the telephone with  stu-
dents,  staff  and  the  public.
Ability  to use computer finan-
cial systems, word processing
and spreadsheets.  Must have
valid  Florida  driver's  license
and good driving record. Com-
mercial Driver's license a plus.
High  School  graduate  plus
three  years  clerical  experi-
ence.  A  High  School  equiva-
lency  diploma from  the  State
Department of Education may
be substituted for high school
graduation.  Computer  literate.
Customer services orientation.

SALARY: $27,040.00
APPLICATION DEADLINE:

7/11/22
Position details and 

applications available online
at: www.fgc.edu

or visit Human Resources 
Florida Gateway College
149 S.E. College Place

Lake City, FL 32025-2007
Phone (386) 754-4314 

Fax (386) 754-4814
Email: 

human.resources@fgc.edu
FGC is accredited by the
Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools 

Commission on Colleges.
VP/ADA/EA/EO College in 
Education and Employment

REQUEST  FOR  PROPOSAL
(RFP)
THE  DISTRICT  BOARD  OF
TRUSTEES
OF  FLORIDA  GATEWAY
COLLEGE
WILL  RECEIVE  PROPOSALS
FOR THE FOLLOWING:
RFP # (P-001-22-0123)
LEGAL SERVICES
Florida Gateway College is so-
liciting  Request  for  Proposals
from  qualified  attorneys  and
law  firms  to provide  legal  ser-
vices  primarily  regarding  stu-
dent,  employment,  and  labor
law matters.
The  College  will  consider  all
proposals  that  meet  the  mini-
mum qualifications and will pro-
vide a basis for a mutually ben-
eficial partnership. 
Proposal  Documents  Avail-
able From:
https://www.fgc.edu/florida-
gateway-college/procurement-
contracts/solicitations-goods-
services/
Inquiries
Aaron Mathews
Director of Procurement & Con-
tracts
Florida Gateway College
149 SE College Place
Lake City, FL 32025
P: (386) 754-4381
E: aaron.mathews@fgc.edu 
Date  &  Time  for  Receiving
Proposals:   
5:00  p.m.  (EST),  Friday,  July
15, 2022
Place  for  Receiving  Propos-
als:  
Proposals will be received elec-
tronically via FGC Dropbox with
instructions provided in the Pro-
posal Documents. 
Proposals must be electronical-
ly submitted to the FGC Drop-
box prior to the 5:00 p.m. dead-
line on July 15, 2022. The Col-
lege will  not be responsible for

lege will  not be responsible for
delays that cause a Proposal to
arrive after the designated sub-
mission deadline.  

712827
July 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 12, 13,
14, 15, 2022

News Reporter

The Lake City Reporter has an
opening  for  an  aggressive
news reporter. Our community
offers plenty of opportunity for
enterprise  news,  including
some investigative work.  This
position  covers  a  variety  of
news  assignments  and  some
features.  Plus,  theres  also  an
opportunity to write for our va-
riety  of  magazine  products.
The  successful  candidate
must  be able to generate ac-
curate copy  quickly  and have
instincts for reporting on a va-
riety of subjects. 

Send a resume, clips and 
references to 

Jamie Wachter, editor, 
Lake City Reporter at

jwachter@lakecityreporter.com

Lawrence  Towing,  Vehicles,
Tractors, etc. 386-984-8256

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
COLUMBIA COUNTY,
FLORIDA PROBATE DIVISION
IN RE:  ESTATE OF
TIMOTHY E. MAI,
File No.  2022-228-CP
Division  Probate
Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The administration of the estate
of TIMOTHY E. MAI, deceased,
whose date of death was Octo-
ber 20, 2021, and whose social
security number is *** **-8994,
is  pending  in the Circuit  Court
for COLUMBIA County, Florida,
Probate  Division,  the  address
of  which  is  Columbia  County
Courthouse, 173 NE Hernando
Ave.,  Lake  City,  FL.  32055.
The  names  and  addresses  of
the personal representative and
the  personal  representative's
attorney are set forth below.
All  creditors  of  the  decedent
and  other  persons  having
claims  or  demands  against
decedent's  estate  on  whom  a
copy of this notice is required to
be served must file their claims
with  this  court  WITHIN  THE
LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER
THE  TIME  OF  THE  FIRST
PUBLICATION  OF  THIS  NO-
TICE  OR  30  DAYS  AFTER
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A
COPY  OF  THIS  NOTICE  ON
THEM.
All other creditors of the dece-
dent and other persons  having
claims  or  demands  against
decedent's estate must file their
claims with this court WITHIN 3
MONTHS  AFTER  THE  DATE
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION
OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL  CLAIMS  NOT  FILED
WITHIN  THE  TIME  PERIODS
SET  FORTH  IN  SECTION
733.702  OF  THE  FLORIDA
PROBATE  CODE  WILL  BE
FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING  THE
TIME  PERIODS  SET  FORTH
ABOVE,  ANY  CLAIM  FILED
TWO  (2)  YEARS  OR  MORE
AFTER  THE  DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first  publication of

this notice is July 1, 2022.
Attorney  for  Personal  Repre-
sentative:

sentative:
Personal Representative:
Lloyd E. Peterson, Jr., Attorney
FBN: 0798797
905 SW Baya Drive, Lake City,
FL 32025
Telephone:(386)961 9959;
Fax: 961 9956
Rebecca D. Mai 
236 SW Cannon Creek
Lake City, FL 32024
Email: 
lloydpeterson@hotmail.com

712664
July 3, 10, 2022

Notice  of  Enforcement  of  lien
without judicial intervention.
The  contents  of  the  listed
leased space(s)  located at Ms.
Lillians  Self-Storage,  7434
County  Rd  795,  Live  Oak,  Fl
32060 will  be placed for Public
Auction and Sale to the highest
bidder  to  be  held  online  at
www.storageauctions.com  on
July 26th, 2022, bidding ends at
11:00  AM.  $50 refundable  de-
posit  required on each winning
bid.  Units  may  include:  Furni-
ture,  Antiques,  Electronics,
Household items,  Office items,
Clothes,  Toys,  Baby  items,
Tools,  Automobiles,  Trailers,
etc. The units,  description, and
customer  names  included  in
this Auction are;

A13, 5x10, Era Ewe, 
B31, 10x15, Stephanie Lilly, 
B42, 5x10, Christina Minguez
B50,  10x15,  Matthew  (Tiffany
Topping) Jenkins
C58, 10x15, Xavier Wohlert
C60, 10x15, Cameron Brantley
C68, 5x10, Mariah Crawford
D101, 10x20, Jeffrey Baker
D109, 5x10, Christina Minguez
Vehicle and trailer photos & Vin
#s  and  descriptions  are  avail-
able online at www.storageauc-
tions.com

711314
June 26, 2022
July 3, 2022

Wanted  to  lease  pasture for

cattle. 352-339-3018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORI-
DA
IN RE:  ESTATE OF
DONNA CAROL CROMWELL-
PROBATE DIVISION
File No.  2022-0200-CP
Division  Probate
Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The administration of the estate
of  Donna  Carol  Cromwell,  de-
ceased,  whose  date  of  death
was April  30, 2021, is pending
in  the  Circuit  Court  for
Columbia County, Florida, Pro-
bate  Division,  the  address  of
which is 173 NE Hernando Ave,
Lake  City,  FL  32055.   The
names  and  addresses  of  the
personal representative and the
personal  representative's  attor-
ney are set forth below.
All  creditors  of  the  decedent
and  other  persons  having
claims  or  demands  against
decedent's  estate  on  whom  a
copy of this notice is required to
be served must file their claims
with this court ON OR BEFORE
THE  LATER  OF  3  MONTHS
AFTER  THE  TIME  OF  THE
FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS
NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A
COPY  OF  THIS  NOTICE  ON
THEM.
All other creditors of the dece-
dent and other persons  having
claims  or  demands  against
decedent's estate must file their
claims with this court WITHIN 3
MONTHS  AFTER  THE  DATE
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION
OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL  CLAIMS  NOT  FILED
WITHIN  THE  TIME  PERIODS
SET  FORTH  IN  FLORIDA
STATUTES SECTION 733.702
WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING  THE
TIME  PERIODS  SET  FORTH
ABOVE,  ANY  CLAIM  FILED
TWO  (2)  YEARS  OR  MORE
AFTER  THE  DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date  of first  publication  of
this notice is July 3, 10, 2022.
Attorney  for  Personal  Repre-
sentative:
Stephen M. Witt
Attorney
Florida Bar Number: 231916
PO Box 2064
LAKE CITY, FL  32056-2064
Telephone: (386) 755-2863
Fax: (386) 752-1732
E-Mail: 
stephen@attorneywitt.com
Secondary E-Mail: 
carey@attorneywitt.com
Personal Representative:
Mark James Cromwell
212 SE Duane Lane
Lake City, Florida 32025

712785
July 3, 10, 2022

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
(RFP 2022-03)
TOWN  ATTORNEY  LEGAL
SERVICES
The Town of Fort  White  is re-
questing  proposals  to  provide
legal  services  for  the Town of
Fort White.   Proposals will  be
accepted  by  the  Town Clerk’s
office by mail at P.O. Box 129,
Fort White, FL  32038, by email
clerk@fortwhitefl.com,  or  in
person  at  118  SW  Wilson
Springs  Road,  Fort  White,  FL
32038 until  4 p.m., July 15th,
2022.    Proposals  delivered to
any  other  location  will  not  be
considered  received  by  the
Town Clerk’s  Office.  Any pro-
posals received after the above
timeline,  will  not  be  accepted
under any circumstances.  Pro-
posals will  not be accepted via
fax.  A clearly marked original,
five (5) copies and one (1) digi-
tal  copy  must  be  sealed  and
clearly  marked  “RFP-2022-03
Town  Attorney  Legal  Ser-
vices” on  the  exterior  of  the
package  submitted.   Requests
for  additional  information  or
clarifications  must  be  made  in
writing to the Town Clerk’s Of-
fice.   Email  requests  are  ac-
ceptable.  The Town Clerk’s Of-
fice  will  issue  replies  to  in-
quiries  and  additional  informa-
tion,  or  amendments  deemed
necessary  in  written  addenda
which will be issued prior to the
deadline for  responding to this
Request  for  Proposal.   Ques-
tions must be received no later
than  4  p.m.  on  June  27th,
2022.  At  9 a.m. local time, on
July  16th,  2022,  only  the
names  of the  respondents  will
be read aloud in the Town Hall.
It will be the sole responsibility
of the Proposer  to contact  the
Town  Clerk’s  Office  prior  to
submitting a response to deter-
mine if any addenda have been
issued, to obtain such addenda,
and  to  acknowledge  addenda
with  their  proposal.   Respon-
dents to this solicitation or per-
sons acting on their behalf may
not  contact,  between  the  re-
lease of the solicitation and the
end  of  the  72-hour  period  fol-
lowing  the  agency  posting  the
notice  of  intended  award,  ex-
cluding  Saturdays,  Sundays,
and  Town  holidays,  any  em-
ployee or officer  of the execu-
tive  or  legislative  branch  con-
cerning any aspect of this solic-
itation  except  in  writing  to  the
Town Clerk’s  Office.  Violation
of  this  provision  may  be
grounds  for  rejecting  a  re-
sponse.   The  Town  of  Fort
White  reserves  th4e  righty  to
reject  any  or  all  proposals,  to
waive  any  informalities  or  ir-
re33gularities in any  proposals
received, to readvertise for pro-
posals,  or take any similar  ac-
tions that may be deemed to be
in the best interest of the Town.
  
Connie Brecheen
Town Clerk

708845
June 12, 19, 26, 2022
July 3, 10, 2022
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www.LakeCityReporter.com

In Print & Online 

www.lakecityreporter.com
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Craftsman  Self  propelled  push
mower.  B&S  motor.  $95.00.
678-617-5560.

GE STOVE Like New.  $95.00.
Can deliver for a fee. 678-617-
5560.

    
  BUSINESS SERVICES 

SPECIALIST
This  is  paraprofessional  work
of a varied and highly respon-
sible nature. An employee in a
position allocated to this class
is responsible for a variety  of
complex  and  difficult  profes-
sional  accounting  and  book-
keeping techniques. Duties re-
quire  an  extensive  working
knowledge of the organization
and  programs  under  the  ad-
ministrator.  Technical  knowl-
edge and  experience in  such
areas  as  accounts  payable,
accounts  receivables,  cash
control,  payroll,  and generally
accepted  accounting  princi-
ples are required. Work varies
widely  in  both  subject  matter
and  complexity  and  requires
the exercising of considerable
initiative  and  independent
judgment.  Knowledge  of  En-
glish usage. Knowledge of fil-
ing  systems.  Knowledge  of
spelling.  Knowledge  of  office
procedures.  Knowledge  of
arithmetic.  Knowledge  of
bookkeeping.  Skill  in  typing.
Skill in spreadsheets and data
entry.  Ability  to  meet  public.
Ability  to  understand  written
and verbal instructions. Ability
to organize and set priority for
work to be done. High school
graduate  plus  two  years  ac-
counting,  bookkeeping  or  re-
lated  experience.  A  high
school  equivalency  diploma
from the State  Department  of
Education may be substituted
for high school graduation. An
Associate’s  degree  in a busi-
ness-related area,  finance,  or
accounting may substitute  for
up to two years of experience

SALARY: $29,120.00
APPLICATION DEADLINE:

7/15/2022
Position details and applica-

tions available online at:
www.fgc.edu

or visit Human Resources 
Florida Gateway College
149 S.E. College Place

Lake City, FL 32025-2007
Phone (386) 754-4314 

Fax (386) 754-4814
Email: 

human.resources@fgc.edu
FGC is accredited by the
Southern Association of

Colleges and Schools Com-
mission on Colleges.

VP/ADA/EA/EO College in
Education and Employment

    
  SKILLED MAINTENANCE

REPAIRER
This is varied skill work at the
journeyman level in carpentry,
plumbing,  electrical,  heating,
air  conditioning,  and  general
maintenance.  The  person  in
this  position  presents  a  posi-
tive  image  of Facilities  to  the
college.  Knowledge  of  stan-
dard  practices,  methods,  ma-
terials,  tools  and  equipment
used in general maintenance,
carpentry,  plumbing,  electrical
maintenance  and  air  condi-
tioning.  Good  working  knowl-
edge of fire and building codes
relevant  to  educational  facili-
ties.  Knowledge  of  the  occu-
pational  hazards  and  safety
precautions required in gener-
al  maintenance  work.  Knowl-
edgeable  in  OSHA,  EPA and
other state and federal regula-
tions  and  able  to  maintain
safely  orientated  programs.
Ability  to  read  blueprints,
sketches,  or  drawings  for
specifications  of  work  to  be
done.  Able to drive a manual
transmission vehicle. Ability to
speak, read and write English
and  convey  ideas  effectively
and  understandably  to  staff
not  technically  oriented.  Skill
in the use of a variety of tools,
material  and  equipment  used
in  troubleshooting  and  repair.
High School graduate plus five
years journeyman level experi-
ence  in  general  maintenance
work  in  one  or  more  skilled
trades. A High School equiva-
lency  diploma from  the  State
Department of Education may
be substituted for high school
graduation.  Computer  literate.
DESIRABLE  QUALIFICA-
TIONS:  Post-secondary  train-
ing resulting in either  AAS or
Certificate  in  a  program
strongly  considered.  Current
licensure  in  water  treatment,
boiler  operator,  or  gas  trans-
mission systems is highly de-
sirable. A commercial  driver's
license is also preferred. State
recognized journeyman certifi-
cates  in  related  trades  are
also valuable.

SALARY: $29,120.00
APPLICATION DEADLINE:

7/11/22
Position details and applica-

tions available online at:
www.fgc.edu

or visit Human Resources 
Florida Gateway College
149 S.E. College Place

Lake City, FL 32025-2007
Phone (386) 754-4314 

Fax (386) 754-4814
Email: 

human.resources@fgc.edu
FGC is accredited by the
Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools 

Commission on Colleges.
VP/ADA/EA/EO College in 
Education and Employment

PUBLISHER'S NOTE
All Yard Sale Ads
Must be Pre-Paid.

PUBLISHER'S NOTE
Florida  Law  828.29  requires
dogs and cats being sold to be
at least 8 weeks old and have a
health  certificate  from  a  li-
censed  veterinarian  document-
ing they have mandatory shots
and are free from intestinal and
external  parasites.   Many
species  of  wildlife  must  be  li-
censed  by  Florida  Fish  and
Wildlife.  If you are unsure, con-
tact the local office for informa-
tion.

PUBLISHER'S NOTE
All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the fair
housing act which makes it ille-
gal  to  advertise  "any  prefer-
ence,  limitation,  or  discrimina-
tion  based on race,  color,  reli-
gion, sex, disability, familial sta-
tus or national origin; or any in-
tention  to  make  such  prefer-
ence,  limitation  or  discrimina-
tion."   Familial  status  includes
children under the age of 18 liv-
ing with parents or legal custo-
dians,  pregnant  women  and
people securing custody of chil-
dren under the age of 18.  This 
newspaper  will  not  knowingly
accept any advertising for real
estate  which  is  in  violation  of
the law. Our readers are here-
by  informed  that  all  dwellings
advertised  in  this  newspaper
are  available  on  an  equal  op-
portunity basis.  To complain of
discrimination call HUD toll free
at 1-800-669-9777, the toll free
telephone number  to the hear-
ing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

Sand  For  Sale,  Limerock,  Top
Soil, Fill Dirt, etc. 386-984-8256

Cash for  Junk  Vehicles: We
pick up. Jessie 386-984-8256.

Madison County
Memorial Hospital

NOW HIRING:
•Biller

• Charge RNs, LPNs, CNAs,
• ER Paramedics & RNs

• Laboratory Technologists
• Respiratory Therapy 

Manager
• Respiratory Therapists

• Coder
Sign on Bonus for Qualifying

Full Time 
Apply Online MCMH.US 

or Call (850)973-2271
MCMH is an 

Equal Opportunity Employer
Drug Free Workplace

Registered  Brangus  Bulls  &
Heifers 2-4 years old, certified,
gentle, ready to breed. Starting
at $2000. 352-215-1018.

Cows  for  Sale, 10  head,  all
bred, some with calves, $7,500
for all. Can delv. 352-575-7498.

Want  to  buy  cattle. All  kinds
352-339-3018

Buy It • Sell It • Find It
Lake City Reporter

Classifieds

Publishes Every Fri. & Sat.

 $12.50-$22.50/wk classifieds@lakecityreporter.com

386-755-5440

4 week minimum run

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

SEND US 

YOUR 

SPORTS 

PHOTOS
If your local sports team has 

photos of a recent tournament 

or event or you have photos of 

a recent hunting or fishing trip, 

please let us know. Send 

photos and details via email to 

jkroeger@lakecityreporter.com to 

see your kids in our sports 

section. For more information, 

call 754-0421.

www.fgc.edu
www.lakecityreporter.com
www.fgc.edu
www.reporter.com
www.tricountytreeserviceinc.com
www.floridaroofmastersllc.com
www.lakecityreporter.com
www.lakecityreporter.com


 

By HOWARD FENDRICH

Associated Press

WIMBLEDON, England — It is, 
to be sure, the stuff of movies: An 
oft-injured guy ranked outside the 
top 100, making his Grand Slam 
debut thanks to a wild card, knocks 
out two seeded players on his 
way to a fourth-round matchup at 
Wimbledon against none other 
than No. 1 Novak Djokovic, the 
three-time defending champion.

We can guess what Hollywood 
might do with that script. Tim van 
Rijthoven, a 25-year-old Dutchman, 
earned the chance to see what 
will happen in real life across the 
net from Djokovic after both men 
won in straight sets Friday at the 
All England Club.

“Before the tournament started, 
it was a dream for me to play him, 
basically. So to be able to have that 
chance, and to maybe even play on 
Centre Court or Court 1, is beau-
tiful and magical,” van Rijthoven 
said after beating No. 22 Nikoloz 
Basilashvili 6-4, 6-3, 6-4 on Court 
12, with its capacity of 1,736, to 
become the first wild-card entry 
since 2015 to get to the round of 16 
at Wimbledon.

“I go into every match thinking 
I can win the match,” said van 
Rijthoven, whose baseline-based 
style eliminated No. 15 Reilly 
Opelka earlier in the week. “Also, 
against Djokovic, I’ll go into that 
match thinking I can win that 
match.”

Actually, until June, the back-
ward-ballcap-wearing van Rijthoven 
never had won a match on the ATP 
Tour. Since then, he hasn’t lost one, 
going 8-0, including a victory over 
current No. 1 Daniil Medvedev to 
claim the trophy at a grass-court 
event in the Netherlands.

“It’s been a long one. I’ve had my 
ups and downs, injuries here and 
there. Also struggled mentally,” 
said van Rijthoven, whose health 
issues included wrist surgery, a 
procedure on a vein in his right 
arm because of thrombosis and 
nine months healing from “golfer’s 
elbow” that he noted with a smile 
he incurred from playing tennis.

“I’m just happy to be in the place 
I am right now,” he said. “I hope to 
be there for a couple more years — 
or a lot more years, actually.”

If he’s an unknown to most, he is 
not to Djokovic, who grabbed the 
initial seven games and then six of 
seven in a strong stretch later on, 
during a 6-0, 6-3, 6-4 victory over 
No. 22 Miomir Kecmanovic at near-

ly 15,000-seat Centre Court.
That’s in part because Djokovic is 

pals with van Rijthoven’s coach, Igor 
Sijsling. And in part because he’s 
been keeping an eye on the guy.

So Djokovic offered a bit of a 
scouting report.

“His game, from what I’ve seen, 
is quite suitable to this surface. 
His big serve, one-handed back-
hand. Uses the slice well. He’s an 
all-around player. He can play fast, 
he can also stay in the rally and 
come to the net,” said Djokovic, 
who seemed to enjoy the sunny, 
breezy conditions in the afternoon, 
compiling a 36-13 edge in winners 
against his Serbian Davis Cup 
teammate. “I’m sure he’s excited 
to play on a big stage. He doesn’t 
have much to lose. He’s on his 
dream run. He’s a young player 
that is just starting, so I’m sure his 
career will be very good.”

Other men’s fourth-round match-
ups set up for the middle Sunday 
— traditionally an off day, that is 
now a scheduled day of play for the 
first time in the tournament’s 145-
year history — are No. 5 Carlos 
Alcaraz vs. No. 10 Jannik Sinner, 
No. 23 Frances Tiafoe vs. David 
Goffin, and No. 30 Tommy Paul vs. 
No 9 Cam Norrie.

Djokovic is eyeing a seventh 
career title at Wimbledon and 21st 
major championship overall. Only 

one other man on the top half of 
the bracket ever has been to the 
fourth round at the All England 
Club in the past: Goffin.

And Djokovic is the only man 
still around who reached last year’s 
quarterfinals.

“I’ve been playing better and bet-
ter as the tournament progresses,” 
Djokovic said. “I always expect the 
highest of myself.”

Women’s fourth-rounders 
Sunday are No. 3 Ons Jabeur vs. 
No. 24 Elise Mertens, No. 12 Jelena 
Ostapenko vs. Tatjana Maria, Marie 
Bouzkova vs. Caroline Garcia, and 
Heather Watson vs. Julie Niemeier. 
One of those players will play for 
the championship; the only one 
who’s ever participated in a Grand 
Slam singles final previously is 
2017 French Open champion 
Ostapenko.

Watson, a 30-year-old from 
Britain, made her Grand Slam 
debut in 2010 and this is her 43rd 
appearance at one of the sport’s 
four most important tourna-
ments. It is the first time she has 
reached the fourth round (same 
for Niemeier, whose only previous 
major showing was a first-round 
exit at this year’s French Open).

“Yeah, I was just sort of waiting 
for it to happen,” Watson said. “I 
waited long enough, I think.”
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NASCAR

Ross Chastain 
threading fine line of 
aggression, patience
By JENNA FRYER 

Associated Press

Ross Chastain has 
proven to be a decent 
road racer over his career 
and there’s no reason to 
believe he won’t be in 
the mix Sunday at Road 
America in Wisconsin.

But it takes a fine line of 
patience and aggression 
to battle for race wins and 
Chastain has been trying 
hard to find that balance 
in his breakout season. 
Chastain has picked up 
a pair of Cup victories 
this season, his first with 
Trackhouse Racing, but he’s 
rattled some cages among 
his rivals along the way.

He’s admittedly made a 
series of overaggressive 
on-track moves that have 
strained some relation-
ships, but the 29-year-old 
Chastain is torn on how to 
proceed. What’s he done 
so far has Chastain both 
qualified for NASCAR’s 
playoffs and ranked second 
in the Cup standings.

“All I know is I’ve chased 
this dream and this goal of 
competing in the Cup Series 
for going on 11 years, 12 
years now,” Chastain said. 
“When I race guys, I want it 
to be for the win and I want 
to race them for the win, 
and I need to not do (big 
moves) for fifth place. I need 
to have some better couth 
about it. I don’t know how to 
fix it, I just know that I want 
this so bad.

“And that doesn’t mean 
that I just get to run into 
people, like, I get that. And 
trying to be better has 
been a challenge. I just 
want to pass people. I feel 
like I’m the aggressive guy, 
yeah, but I also get run 
into a lot. And that’s fine, 
that’s racing, I love it, and 
I get to do it at the front of 
a Cup race, which is just a 
dream come true.”

Chastain picked up his 
first career Cup win in 
March on the Circuit of 
the Americas road course 
in Austin, Texas, and he 
had to tussle with former 
teammate AJ Allmendinger 
in the closing laps to seal 
the win.

He won’t be afraid to 
bump and bang again 
Sunday when NASCAR 
makes its second con-
secutive trip to the idyllic 
14-turn track that stretches 
over 4 miles and is con-
sidered among the top 
permanent road courses 
in the world. Chastain was 
seventh at Road America 
last year and the discipline 
suits him: Chastain has five 
top-10 finishes in 14 career 
road course starts.

He’ll be trying to nav-
igate his way into victo-
ry lane on Sunday and 
become the first three-race 
winner this season — 
Chastain is one of five driv-

ers with two wins — while 
also trying to find his prop-
er footing in the garage. 
He’s not a superstar, is 
unmarried so doesn’t hang 
with the young families, 
and hasn’t been included 
in any of Denny Hamlin’s 
golfing outings or basket-
ball tournaments.

“I don’t live the same 
life as a lot of them; I don’t 
have a bus here in the bus 
lot and that’s the thing — if 
I wanted to hang out with 
them on the weekends, I 
probably should be over 
there in the bus lot,” 
Chastain said. “But that 
just seems like an egre-
gious expense that I don’t 
care to do. Should I proba-
bly give them a call and go 
out on the lake with them 
on Mondays? Probably. 
But I don’t like the lake 
that much.

“So I am probably just 
going to go to the shop. 
I’ve got my crew. I’ve got 
my friends. It’s a pretty 
small circle. I’m a bit of a 
loner. I’ve got way more 
friends in the garage than I 
do on the (starting) grid.”

ROAD COURSE RINGERS
The Cup Series race has 

a pair of ringers entered 
in the field with Kyle 
Tilley and Joey Hand, a 
pair of veterans from the 
NASCAR-owned IMSA 
sports car series.

Tilley will be making 
his fourth career Cup start 
and first of the season. 
The British driver will be 
in the No. 78 Live Fast 
Motorsports Ford. In three 
starts last season, Tilley 
was 31st at COTA, 35th at 
Road America and 30th at 
Watkins Glen.

Tilley raced the IMSA 
event last season and fin-
ished third in the LMP2 
class.

Hand, a former Chip 
Ganassi Racing driver, is in 
the race as part of his long 
association with Ford. The 
Californian will be driv-
ing the No. 15 Rick Ware 
Racing Ford, a car that is 
fielded mostly by Stewart-
Haas Racing.

Road America will be 
Hand’s fourth career start 
in the series, third this 
season. His career best fin-
ish was 20th at Sonoma in 
early June.

ODDS AND ENDS
Defending race win-

ner Chase Elliott is the 
favorite, per FanDuel 
and coming off a win last 
Sunday night at Nashville 
Superspeedway. ... If Elliott 
wins on Sunday, he will tie 
NASCAR Hall of Famer 
Tony Stewart for the 
second-most Cup Series 
road course wins with 
eight. NASCAR Hall of 
Famer Jeff Gordon holds 
the record with nine road 
course wins.

JASON MINTO/Associated Press

Ross Chastain smiles before practice at Dover Motor 
Speedway on April 30 in Dover, Del.

WIMBLEDON

ALASTAIR GRANT/Associated Press

Tim van Rijthoven celebrates winning the first set against Nikoloz Basilashvili in a third round men’s singles 
match on day five of the Wimbledon tennis championships on Friday in London.

Wild-card entry outside 
top 100 gets Djokovic next

LOOKAHEAD TO SATURDAY
Coco Gauff and Rafael Nadal will be back on Centre Court on Day 6 at Wimbledon. 

Gauff will face another American, Amanda Anisimova, in the third round at the All 
England Club. Nadal, a two-time Wimbledon champion, will play Lorenzo Sonego. In 
between those match, another two-time champion at the grass-court Grand Slam, 
Petra Kvitova, will take on fourth-seeded Paula Badosa. French Open champion Iga 
Swiatek will play her third-round match on No. 1 Court against Alizé Cornet. After that 
match, fourth-seeded Stefanos Tsitsipas will play Nick Kyrgios.

FRIDAY’S KEY RESULTS
Women’s Third Round: No. 3 Ons Jabeur beat Diane Parry 6-2, 6-3; Tatjana Maria 

beat No. 5 Maria Sakkari 6-3, 7-5; No. 12 Jelena Ostapenko beat Irina-Camelia Begu 
3-6, 6-1, 6-1; No. 24 Elise Mertens beat No. 15 Angelique Kerber 6-4, 7-5; Marie 
Bouzkova beat No. 28 Alison Riske 6-2, 6-3; Heather Watson beat Kaja Juvan 7-6 (6), 
6-2; Caroline Garcia beat No. 33 Zhang Shuai 7-6 (3), 7-6 (5); Jule Niemeier beat Lesia 
Tsurenko 6-4, 3-6, 6-3.

Men’s Second Round: Jack Sock beat Maxime Cressy 6-4, 6-4, 3-6, 7-6 (1).
Men’s Third Round: No. 1 Novak Djokovic beat No. 25 Miomir Kecmanovic 6-0, 

6-3, 6-4; No. 5 Carlos Alcaraz beat No. 32 Oscar Otte 6-3, 6-1, 6-2; No. 9 Cam Norrie 
beat Steve Johnson 6-4, 6-1, 6-0; No. 10 Jannik Sinner beat No. 20 John Isner 6-4, 7-6 
(4), 6-3; Tim van Rijthoven beat No. 22 Nikoloz Basilashvili 6-4, 6-3, 6-4; No. 23 Frances 
Tiafoe beat Alexander Bublik 3-6, 7-6 (1), 7-6 (3), 6-4; No. 30 Tommy Paul beat Jiri 
Vesely 6-3, 6-2, 6-2; David Goffin beat Ugo Humbert 4-6, 7-5, 6-2, 7-5.

STAT OF THE DAY
13,729 — The number of aces John Isner hit to set the record for most on the 

men’s tour. Isner finished with 24 aces in his third-round loss to Sinner.

QUOTE OF THE DAY
“Tunisians. They came up with that I think few years ago, one or two years ago. 

Funny because a minister in Tunisia comes like, ‘Hello, Minister.’ It was funny, but it’s 
nice to be called that.” — Jabeur on being nicknamed “Minister of Happiness” back 
home in Tunisia.

“Before the tournament started, it was a dream for me to play 
him, basically. So to be able to have that chance, and to maybe 
even play on Centre Court or Court 1, is beautiful and magical. I 
go into every match thinking I can win the match. Also, against 
Djokovic, I’ll go into that match thinking I can win that match.”

— Tim van Rijthoven after upsetting Nikoloz Basilashvili in the third round 

of Wilmbledon on Friday, setting up a matchup with Novak Djokovic.
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bringing Napier’s staff total 
to a little more than $7 mil-
lion. Florida gave Napier 
another $5 million pool to 
hire his support staff.

Each of Napier’s assis-
tants signed two-year deals.

Cornerbacks coach 
Corey Raymond will make 
$725,000 annually, followed 
by outside linebackers 
coach Mike Peterson 
($550,000), receivers coach 
Keary Colbert ($500,000), 
running backs coach 
Jabbar Juluke ($450,000), 
inside linebackers coach 
Jay Bateman ($425,000) 
and tight ends coach 
William Peagler ($425,000). 
Offensive line coach 
Darnell Stapleton, who fol-
lowed Napier to Gainesville 
from Louisiana-Lafayette, 
will get $250,000 a year.

Florida hired Napier 
to replace Dan Mullen in 
November, giving the Sun 
Belt Conference Coach 
of the Year a salary that 
begins at $7.1 million 
annually and increases by 
$100,000 each year.

Napier’s contract includes 
all the usual perks afford-
ed football coaches in 
Gainesville: the use of two 
luxury cars, a suite for foot-
ball games and personal use 
of the University Athletic 
Association’s jets. He also 
has the potential to make 
more than $1.5 million in 
annual bonuses, including 
$1 million for winning a 
national championship.

GATORS
Continued from 1B

and Oklahoma announced they 
were leaving the Big 12 for the 
Southeastern Conference.

While surprising, even to Pac-
12 officials, the announcement 
Thursday gives the Los Angeles 
schools stability and exposure 
in a shifting collegiate sports 
landscape.

“It’s huge for our student 
athletes, just from a national 
exposure perspective,” UCLA 
athletic director Martin Jarmond 
said. “They’re going compete 
at the highest level in a major 
elite conference in different time 
zones. UCLA is always national, 
but now we have the ability for 
student athletes to showcase 
their talent across the country. 
That’s exciting.”

For all the other benefits, the 
bottom line to the defections is 
the bottom line.

The SEC has become a college 
football behemoth that distributed 
$54.6 million to each of its mem-
ber schools in the 2021 fiscal year. 
The Big Ten has tried to keep up 
and had a per-school distribution 
of $46.1 million last year.

The Pac-12 had the lowest dis-
tribution number among Power 
Five schools, paying its member 
institutions $19.8 million in 2021.

At the core, it’s all about the 
TV.

The SEC has a $3 billion deal 
with ESPN that’s set to kick in in 
2024 and the Big Ten is current-
ly negotiating a massive media 
rights deal. The Pac-12 has 
floundered when it comes to TV 
as the conference’s network has 
struggled to gain footing while 
many of its games are played late 

at night.
With costs to run college 

athletic programs have climbed 
in recent years, exacerbated 
by the pandemic, moving to an 
even bigger conference provides 
more financial stability. For the 
Big Ten, adding UCLA and USC 
gives the conference a foothold 
in the nation’s second-largest 
media market.

“Money talks,” said Tom 
McMillen, President and CEO of 
Lead1, which represents Football 
Bowl Subdivision athletic direc-
tors and programs. “I was on the 
board of regents when Maryland 
jumped in to the Big Ten and 
there were all kinds of argu-
ments about it was academics 
and it was this and that, but ulti-

mately it came down to money. I 
think that’s the same case here.”

The defections will create two 
mega conferences that will hold 
the majority of power and money, 
leaving the rest of leagues scram-
bling to keep up.

The tiering could stratify even 
more if the SEC and the Big Ten 
continue to expand, which could 
be the next step.

The future power structure 
could consist of two, maybe 
three mega conferences of up to 
20 schools at the top, with the 
Power Five joining the Group 
of Five conferences in the tier 
below but still above the Football 
Championship Subdivision.

More schools in the Pac-12 and 
Big 12, along with the ACC, could 

look to bolt for more stability.
Conferences losing members 

likely will face two options: com-
bining with another league to 
form a mega conference of their 
own or expand on the current 
membership. The Pac-12 it plans 
to take the expansion route, issu-
ing a statement on Friday that 
said it is exploring all expansion 
options.

“You have exploding costs 
on one end and your revenue 
sources are being decimated, 
which is a tremendous pressure,” 
Zimbalist said. “On the other 
hand, what do you do? Well, 
something pretty radical I think 
is going to have to happen.”

Uncertainty is the only thing 
that’s certain at this point.

AP FILE

UCLA guard Jaime Jaquez Jr. tries to get by Southern California forward Isaiah Mobley on March 5.

SHIFT
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two-hour lightning delay. We 
didn’t even get the game started 
until 9 o’clock, may have even 
been 9:30. By that time, we’re 
all worn out. Wakulla wanted no 
part of going home just to turn 
around and come back and play 
on Saturday.”

Morgan said at the height of 
a Fort White comeback attempt, 
Wakulla’s coaches had just 
come down from the roof of the 
Arrowhead Stadium press box, 
excited to have, in their minds, put 
a wrap on the game. 

“They were coming down just 
all excited, having won the game, 
talking smack,” Morgan said. “We 
were just sitting there, looking at 
each other, hearing this guy carry 
on… just talking all this smack 
about them winning.”

With good reason. The War 
Eagles had just taken a 21-17 
lead with 1:38 left in the fourth 
quarter on a 40-yard run from 
Marshane Godbolt. The Indians 
even fumbled away the ensuing 
kickoff, leading to another minute 
dripping off the clock. Needing to 
drive 60 yards in under a minute, 
then head coach Demetric Jackson 
called up the hook-and-ladder play. 
With just 12 seconds remaining 
on the clock, running back Soron 
Williams crossed the goal line, 
likely upsetting at least one of 
those Wakulla coaches who called 
the game early. 

“The hook-and-ladder happens, 
and he’s like, ‘Oh my gosh, oh 
my gosh,’” Morgan said. “You 
would’ve thought he lost his best 
friend at that point. 

“The second that we crossed 
the goal line and got the winning 
touchdown, that was unbelievable. 
That was a really good game.”

Over the past 20-plus years, 
Morgan estimates he’s missed 
a total of four varsity football 
games. He missed one to partic-
ipate in a marathon, one to host 
a visiting friend, and the other 
two because he was transitioning 
between radio stations. 

As Morgan tells it, WCJX owned 
the rights to broadcast Fort White 
games at the time. Back then, 
he was still with WQHL in Live 
Oak, working with the crew that 
originally worked on CHS games. 
When WCJX said they needed help 
with equipment over at the Fort 
White games, Morgan jumped all 
over it.  

Morgan’s passion quickly grew 
with that change. However, as with 
most good things, money issues 
began to get in the way. According 
to Morgan, WCJX decided it want-
ed to move on to covering just 
Columbia athletics after the rights 
for the FWHS broadcasts were up 
in the air after that season in 2008.

“That kind of left me out in the 
cold, because there wasn’t a radio 
station picking us up at the time,” 

Morgan said. 
Morgan said in the middle of 

the turmoil, former Fort White 
Athletic Director John Wilson gave 
him a ring.

“I remember the conversation 
vividly,” Morgan said. “He called 
me up one day and says, ‘Shayne, 
I know that the other station’s not 
gonna take you for the broadcast, 
but don’t you worry because 
you’ve got a home here in Fort 
White. We’ll find something for 
you to do.’ That’s when I started 
branching off into the PA announc-
ing for the various sports.”

It wasn’t just John Wilson that 
was in Morgan’s corner. When 
FWHS principal Keith Couey was 
hired, Morgan gained another ally 
in his journey. However, instead 
of just Fort White sports, Couey 
had some other objectives in mind 
for Morgan. 

“When Mr. Couey came in, I 
got to know him as the princi-
pal,” Morgan said. “So he’ll ask 
me to do all kinds of stuff. It’s to 
the point now where I help him 
with graduations and baccalaure-
ates, whatever he needs. He says 
he needs me to help him out 
with something, I’m like, ‘If you 
tell me when to be there, then I’ll 
be there.’”

Speaking of allies, it didn’t stop 
at Couey either. Until about 2007, 
he’d strictly been doing Friday 
night football at Fort White. But 
even before Couey arrived on the 
scene around 2012, Morgan had 
to field offers from others in the 
Fort White community to help out 
with their sports. For example, 
when the football team traveled to 
Hamilton County for a game one 
year, the baseball booster club 
president approached Morgan. 

“He asked me point blank, ‘Why 
don’t you ever announce baseball?’” 
Morgan remembers the president 
asking. Morgan’s response?

“‘Nobody’s ever asked me to 
announce baseball,’” he replied 
flatly. Morgan said the president 
asked him there on the spot. 
Morgan’s response?

“‘Well, get me a schedule when-
ever it comes out, and I’ll be there.’

“The rest is history, as the cli-
che goes.”

Couey, Morgan said, mostly 
recruited him for the non-sports 
help with school functions. It’s 
a role that Morgan doesn’t mind 
at all. 

“Quite honestly, the kids see 
me around anyway and every-
thing,” Morgan said. “It’s cool 
to be a part of that and have the 
respect of the administration 
when I show up at those events, 
because I’ve been doing gradua-
tions now for six or seven years 
with him. It’s just that he has that 
trust in me, and to be a part of 
that team is just quite an honor.”

And if you take Morgan’s word 
for it, he wouldn’t have it any 
other way.

“That’s how it all came to be, 
and I wouldn’t trade a lick of it for 
anything.”

COURTESY PHOTOS

Shayne Morgan announces senior night for Fort White’s football team in 2019.

Shayne Morgan interviews former Fort White athletic director John Wilson during a football 
game last season.

MORGAN
Continued from 1B
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Zechers on the move

TONY BRITT/Lake City Reporter

Missy Zecher (from left), Maverick the dog, Helen Mincey, Suzanne Stewart and Bryan Zecher pose at the front 
desk of their new construction company headquarters.

By TONY BRITT

tbritt@lakecityreporter.com

The Zechers finally have 

a new place to call ‘home.’

The Zecher Companies’ 

construction business 

has expanded and is now 

housed in a remodeled 

building south of Lake City. 

Bryan Zecher, Bryan 

Zecher Construction 

Building Company presi-

dent, and his wife, Missy 

Zecher, a real estate bro-

ker/associate with RE/MAX 

Professionals, said the build-

ing is for their construction 

company interests.

“The building, at the 

moment, is for any Zecher 

companies that we own 

and operate,” said Missy 

Zecher. “We kind of named 

the building because of all 

the companies that we oper-

ate. The new logo, the new 

building, right now, is more 

specifically tied to the con-

struction business.” 

The Zechers have three 

companies — two building 

and construction compa-

nies and a holding compa-

ny. Real Estate is not part of 

the building.

The Zecher Companies 

building, located at 2370 

SW State Road 47, is 5,000 

square feet — 2,500 square 

feet of office space and a 

2,500 square-foot warehouse.

The Zechers purchased 

their new building in 

January and spent the past 

few months remodeling and 

renovating the site. They 

moved into their new space 

at the end of April.

“We closed in January and 

then, we obviously wanted 

to start renovations fairly 

quickly, but it took a while 

to get things going just 

because the product supply 

chain and all of the subs 

(sub contractors) are very 

busy,” Missy Zecher said.

She said they didn’t pull 

subcontractors off other 

jobs to work on the ren-

ovations and some items 

they wanted in the building 

needed to be back-ordered.

The building has been 

open for business for rough-

ly eight weeks and is about 

95% complete.

The Zechers were at their 

former site for about 25 

years and were scheduled 

to close on the sale of their 

old office Wednesday.

“We’re closing that chap-

ter out alltogether — it’s 

sad,” Missy Zecher said.

Bryan Zecher noted that 

being in the new building 

is totally different than 

working out of the former 

1,000-square-foot house-

turned-office, where they 

were housed for more than 

two decades.

“It served its purpose,” 

he said.

“It served its purpose for 

25 years,” Missy Zecher 

added. “We lived in that 

office, rented it, then it was 

his office.”

The Zechers said the new 

building will aid in serving 

their customers.

“From a product sup-

ply chain, we’re able to 

go ahead when they sign 

the contract, Bryan can go 

ahead and order materi-

als — windows, applianc-

es, etc. — because now we 

have storage place,” Missy 

Zecher said.

Bryan Zecher noted that 

Zechers move in at new 
HQ along State Road 47

COURTESY

An artist’s rendering shows the storefront of the 
Zecher Companies’ new office.
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U.S. economy slipped 1.6% to start year; return to growth eyed
By PAUL WISEMAN

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The 

U.S. economy shrank at a 

1.6% annual pace in the first 

three months of the year, 

the government report-

ed Wednesday in a slight 

downgrade from its previ-

ous estimate for January-

March quarter.

It was the first drop in 

gross domestic product — 

the broadest measure of 

economic output — since 

the second quarter of 2020, 

in the depths of the covid-

19 recession, and followed 

a strong 6.9% expansion in 

the final three months of 

2021. Inflation is running at 

40-year highs, and consum-

er confidence is sinking.

Last month, the 

Commerce Department 

had pegged first-quarter 

GDP growth at 1.5%. But on 

its third and final estimate 

Wednesday the department 

said consumer spending — 

which accounts for about 

two-thirds of economic 

output — was substantially 

weaker than it had calculat-

ed earlier, growing at a 1.8% 

annual pace instead of the 

3.1% it estimated in May.

That was partly offset 

by a revision to its calcu-

lation of business invento-

ries. Commerce said that 

reduced restocking of com-

pany shelves had shaved 

less than 0.4 percentage 

points from first-quarter 

growth, down from the 1.1 

percentage point hit it esti-

mated in May.

Still, the negative GDP 

number probably doesn’t 

signal the start of a reces-

sion, and economists expect 

growth to resume later this 

year.

The first-quarter dip 

doesn’t say much about 

the underlying health of 

the economy: A bigger 

trade deficit — reflecting 

Americans’ appetite for for-

eign goods and services 

— slashed 3.2 percentage 

points off the change in 

January-March GDP.

Business investment 

grew a healthy 5%.

Still, the U.S. economy, 

which has enjoyed a brisk 

recovery from 2020’s short 

but devastating coronavirus 

recession, is under pres-

sure as the Federal Reserve 

raises interest rates to rein 

in inflation that’s running at 

a 40-year high.JENNIFER BUCHANAN/The Seattle Times via AP

The 777 factory line, left, is seen next to the 787 line, right, at Boeing’s Everett 
Production Facility Wednesday, June 15, 2022, in Everett, Wash.

Powell: ‘No 
guarantee’ 
Fed can tame 
inflation, 
spare jobs

KEVIN WOLF/Associated Press

Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell testifies 
before the House Financial Services Committee on 
Thursday, June 23, 2022 in Washington.

By PAUL WISEMAN

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 

Federal Reserve Chair 

Jerome Powell said there’s 

“no guarantee” the central 

bank can tame runaway 

inflation without hurting 

the job market.

Speaking Wednesday at 

a European Central Bank 

forum in Sintra, Portugal, 

Powell repeated his hope 

that the Fed can achieve 

a so-called soft landing — 

raising interest rates just 

enough to slow the econ-

omy and rein in surging 

consumer prices without 

causing a recession and 

sharply raising the unem-

ployment rate.

“We believe we can do 

that. That is our aim,” he 

said. But the Russian inva-

sion of Ukraine, he said, 

had made the job more dif-

ficult by disrupting com-

merce and driving up the 

price of food, energy and 

chemicals.

“It’s gotten harder,” 

Powell said. “The path-

ways have gotten narrow-

er.”

ECB President Christine 

Lagarde echoed the 

“major impact” of energy 

shocks, which are rippling 

worldwide but felt acute-

ly in Europe because of 

its reliance on Russian oil 

and natural gas. She also 

pointed to Europe’s prox-

imity to the war in Ukraine 

and said how “energy was 

vastly underestimated” in 

the bank’s assessment of 

inflation.

The ECB and the Fed 

were slow to recognize 

the inflation threat that 

emerged just over a year 

ago. They believed that ris-

ing prices were the tempo-

rary result of supply chain 

snags as the economy 

bounced back with unex-

pected speed from 2020’s 

brief but devastating coro-

navirus recession.

But inflation kept accel-

erating. The Fed raised 

its short-term benchmark 

rate in March and May 

and appeared to be ready 

for another half-percent-

age-point increase at its 

meeting June 14-15.

Then, the Labor 

Department reported that 

consumer prices had shot 

up 8.6% in May from a 

year earlier — biggest 

jump since 1981. The Fed 

responded by pushing the 

rate up by three-quarters 

of a percentage point — 

biggest hike since 1994.

Europe’s central bank is 

behind the Fed but said it 

GDP continued on 3C

FED continued on 3C
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Dear Dave,
We have a 2008 Honda 

Accord that needs a new 
timing chain. Our mechan-
ic says the repair will cost 
about $2,200. The car is 
worth about $4,500. Is it 
time to get another car, or 
should we have it repaired?

Susan

Dear Susan,
That sounds a little high 

for a timing chain fix to me. 
Maybe I’m wrong about 
that, but let’s look at the 

math of your situation.
You say the value of the 

car is $4,500 if fixed and 
running properly. Let’s say 
for the sake of argument 
the value of the car if you 
sell it as-is — basically 
salvage — is $1,500. If 
you take the value of the 
car as-is, plus the repair, 
and the number you come 
up with is more than the 
value of the car after it’s 
fixed, you don’t repair the 
car. 

So, if this car is actually 
worth $1,500, the idea of 
fixing it is very question-

able. If you can get $1,500 
for this thing as-is, I’d sell 
it and put the $2,200 I 
would’ve thrown into fixing 
that old thing toward a bet-
ter car.

You’re talking about a 
big repair on an old car, 
Susan. If the repair price 
you got is right, and it was 
from an honest mechanic 
— not some padded, over-
blown quote from a dealer 
— I think it’s time for that 
old beater to go!

— Dave

Dear Rusty: I was 
born in late 1951. When 
I retired 5 years ago, I 
was made aware that 
my own Social Security 
benefit was less than 
half of my husband’s SS 
Benefit. So, I chose to 
take half of his. What 
happens to my undis-
pensed SS dollars? On 
the off chance the bal-
ance increases beyond 
the amount I am now 
collecting, can I even-
tually switch to my own 
full SS amount? Signed: 
Curious Senior

Dear Curious 
Senior:

Much depends on 
exactly how you claimed 
your SS benefits five 
years ago and your 
age when you claimed. 
Because you were born 
in 1951, if you had 
reached your full retire-
ment age (FRA) of 66 
when you claimed SS 
five years ago and your 
husband was already 
collecting his benefits, 
you had the option to 
file a “restricted applica-
tion for spousal benefits 
only” which would have 
enabled you to collect 
only your spouse benefit 
while letting your own 
benefit continue to grow. 
But if you were not yet 
66 when you claimed, 
the “restricted applica-
tion” wasn’t available 
to you, so you are now 
receiving your own ben-
efit plus an additional 
amount to bring your 
payment to your spousal 
amount. 

I expect that the latter 
is the case (that you 
didn’t file a “restricted 
application”), which 
would mean that your 
current payment 
amount consists of two 
parts – your personal 
benefit (from your own 

lifetime work record) 
plus a “spousal boost” 
to bring your payment 
to your spousal entitle-
ment. Except for the 
restricted application, 
Social Security always 
pays your own benefit 
amount first and then 
supplements your own 
benefit with an addition-
al amount to give you 
what you’re entitled to 
as a spouse. Thus, your 
personal benefits aren’t 
“undispensed” – you’re 
already getting them, 
plus a spousal supple-
ment. 

Just to complete the 
picture, if you did file a 
“restricted application” 
at age 66, then your 
own benefit continued 
to grow until you were 
70 (at which point it 
reached maximum). The 
growth amount would 
have been 8% per year 
additional benefit, so at 
age 70 your own benefit 
would have been 32% 
more than your FRA 
amount. If you know 
what your own FRA ben-
efit amount was, then 
increase that by 32% to 
see if your own amount 
is now higher and, if so, 
contact Social Security to 
apply for your own high-
er benefit. 

It may be time to sell the car
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I’m getting spouse 
benefits — What 

happens to my own?

Dave Ramsey
CEO of Ramsey Solutions

DAVE SAYS

Russell Gloor
AMAC Certified Social Security Advisor

RUSTY SAYS

A
s humans, we’re 
wired for growth. 
But (and it’s a big 

ol’ but) we’re also prone to 
laziness, apathy, impulse, 
stress and guilt . And right 
about now is when most 
of us have let our January 
resolutions fall by the way-
side—especially the finan-
cial ones.

You see, on the road 
to accomplishing money 
goals, there are a thousand 
distractions, shortcuts, 
opinions, excuses and 
traps along the way. Maybe 
you had committed to pay-
ing off some debt, getting 
on a budget, working a 
second job, or eating out 
less. But then you had a 
flat tire. And the HVAC 
system bit the dust. And 
inflation went through the 
roof. And the stock market 
went into a free fall. Maybe 
you’ve slipped back into 
old money habits or feel 
like this just “isn’t your 
year” to hit those money 
goals.

But here’s the deal: 
Personal finance is a mar-
athon, not a sprint. And if 
you keep your eye on the 
prize, you can still reach 
your goals—you’ve just got 
to keep moving. I’m here-

by declaring a second New 
Year, my friend. You can 
still do this!

How to Take Back 
Control of Your Money By 
2023

1. Refocus your 
money mindset

Want to know what 
makes one person success-
ful with money and anoth-
er give up? It’s simple: It’s 
their money mindset.

Henry Ford once 
famously said, “Whether 
you believe you can do 
a thing or not, you are 
right.” What you believe 
about money, yourself and 
the world shapes how your 
life will unfold. Every sin-
gle day you have the power 
to make decisions that 
will move you toward your 
goals financially or set you 

back. It’s up to you.
Making a budget every 

month, living on less than 
you make, and avoiding 
debt won’t matter if you 
don’t believe it’s even 
possible for you. So many 
people hit the snooze 
button on their finances 
as if they’ll just wake up 
one day and be able to 
retire with dignity (and 
money). Maybe they hope 
to take their finances more 
seriously later in life. Or 
maybe they think winning 
with money is only possi-
ble for “rich people.”

If that’s you, you’ve got 
to change your mindset. 
Your parents can’t make 
you care. Your spouse 
can’t make you care. And 
as much as I wish I could, 
I can’t make you care. It’s 
on you to change your 
mindset. 

2. Evaluate your 
money habits

Creating better money 
habits starts with taking 
an honest look in your 
financial mirror—aka your 
bank account. Tracking 
your spending will help 
you figure out what areas 
you need to shave down 
in order to create margin 
with your money. Enter: 

the budget. It’ll help you 
tell your money where to 
go instead of wondering 
where it went!

I use an app called 
EveryDollar that makes 
it super easy to create a 
zero-based budget every 
month. That doesn’t mean 
you have zero dollars—it 
means your income minus 
your expenses equals zero. 
You give every dollar a 
job—you don’t want your 
dollars unemployed!

Once you’ve listed 
out your expenses, find 
some areas where you’re 
overspending. Maybe you 
switch from the fancy 
gym to a cheaper fitness 
app you can use at home. 
Maybe you cut a few sub-
scriptions on top of that 
and pick up a side hustle. 
Then you could get cre-
ative and do a no-spend 
month and have a friend 
change your Amazon pass-
word so you can remove 
the temptation to digitally 
window shop. Making 
those small, sacrificial 
tweaks will help you gain 
margin and momentum, 
which will fuel your prog-
ress.

The second new year: Another 
chance to reach your money goals

George Kamel
Ramsey Solutions

GEORGE SAYS

Name That Company
I trace my roots to 1871, 

when my founder became an 
apprentice druggist. Soon, he was 
a partner in a business whole-
saling drugs. My name changed 
over time due to acquisitions and 

mergers. Today, with a market 
value recently near $30 billion, I 
rake in nearly $230 billion annu-

ally. I’m a major health care distribu-
tor, employing 42,000 people; I offer a 

range of services, from delivering phar-
maceuticals and health care products to 
providing technology for veterinary prac-
tices and other health care organizations. 

I even have a franchise program, Good 
Neighbor Pharmacy, for independent phar-

macies. My ticker symbol evokes memories 
of kindergarten. Who am I?

Think you know the answer? We’ll announce it in next week’s edition.

that it will reduce, suspend or elimi-
nate its payout.) Another great thing 
about dividends from healthy and 
growing companies is that they tend 
to be increased over time.

Check this out: Imagine that you 
bought 100 shares of Buzzy’s for 
$3,300. You’d receive $100 in divi-
dends in the first year (100 shares 
times $1 each in dividends). Let’s 
say that Buzzy’s increases its divi-
dend by about 7% annually. In 10 
years, its dividend will be nearly $2 
per share, delivering $200 in annual 
income. Fifteen years after that, the 
dividend will pay around $543. On 
your $3,300 purchase, you’re now 
receiving $543 for the year. That’s an 
effective dividend yield of 16% on 
your original investment!

Better still, assuming that 
Buzzy’s is still healthy and grow-
ing, the shares themselves will have 
increased in value over those years, 
too. If they’re at $180 per share, that 
$5.43-per-share dividend will still 
sport a yield of 3%. But those who 
bought long ago will be getting a 
yield that’s effectively much higher.

Learn more about dividend stocks 
at Fool.com — click on “Stock 
 Market” near the top of the page.

The Motley Fool Take

Chipping In
Texas Instruments (Nasdaq: TXN) 

is a semiconductor company that 
competes primarily in two markets 
where it’s the top player: analog 
chips and embedded processors. 
The former are used in every elec-
tronic device, while the latter are 
used in most, meaning demand is 
widespread across the automotive, 
industrial and consumer electronics 
industries.

Texas Instruments handles most 
manufacturing, assembly and testing 
internally, enabling it to control its 
supply chains and inventory better 
than many of its peers. Perhaps more 
important, it currently has two fab-
rication facilities that build chips on 
300-millimeter wafers, while most 
rivals use a 200-millimeter process 
that produces more costly wafers.

The company has consistently 
delivered respectable financial 
results, with revenue in the first 
quarter jumping 14% over year-
earlier levels and totaling nearly $19 
billion over the past four quarters. 

Not surprisingly, Texas Instru-
ments has been a rewarding invest-
ment. The stock has gained more 
than 540% over the past decade — 
for an average annual rate of more 
than 20% — and the company has 
raised its dividend at a pace of 25% 
per year since 2004. The stock was 
recently reasonably priced, with 
price-to-earnings (P/E) ratios below 
five-year averages — and its divi-
dend yielded 3%, too. (The Motley 
Fool owns shares of and has recom-
mended Texas Instruments.)

Ask the Fool

My Dumbest Investment

Golden Rules
My dumbest investment? Well, to 

be honest, it’s been self-help books. 
Success in life — and finances — 
all comes down to a few things: 
consistency, high-quality effort and 
good habits. Do these, and you are 
golden. — T.L., online

The Fool Responds: Many peo-
ple find self-help books, well, help-
ful. Many such books offer good — 
if not great — advice, though others 
in the genre may be of questionable 
value. To benefit, though, readers 
need to recognize good advice when 
they see it — and act on it. That’s 
not always easy to do.

Your own advice — recom-
mending consistent, high-quality 
effort and good habits — is solid. 
To make it more specific to the 
financial realm, we might say: 
Live below your means, invest in 
high-quality companies (or low-fee 
index funds) and hang on for many 
years, through market booms and 
downturns. 

Good habits would include being 
diligent about saving and invest-
ing, and cultivating patience. It’s 
also smart to have low expectations 
in the short run and high expecta-
tions about the long run — because 
great wealth can be amassed 
through stock market investing over 
decades, as long as you don’t lose 
focus, faith or determination. 

Reading up on investing can help 
you build confidence in what you’re 
doing. Perhaps start with John 
Bogle’s “The Little Book of Com-
mon Sense Investing” (Wiley, $25).

How Many 
Shares?

QIs the number of shares of a 
company that can be bought 

limited in any way?  — P.L., 

 Lawrence, Kansas

AYup. Each publicly traded 
company has a certain num-

ber of “shares outstanding” — and 
that number stays fixed until or 
unless it issues more shares, buys 
back shares or splits its shares.

Companies first issue shares 
when they “go public” via an ini-
tial public offering (IPO). They 
sometimes issue more later, via 
“secondary” offerings. (The more 
shares a company has, the smaller 
stake in the company each share 
represents.)

In theory, you might try to 
buy all available shares of a com-
pany, but in the process of doing 
so, your demand would drive up 
the price of the shares. (This is 
why big investors such as War-
ren Buffett don’t publicize their 
purchases, and why they try to buy 
chunks of shares over time.)

Buying all the shares of most 
companies would be very costly, 
too: FedEx, for example, recently 
had around 259 million shares out-
standing, and a recent share price 
of $233. To buy all those shares, 
you’d need around $60 billion.

***

QWhat is “Nasdaq”? — K.W., 

Arlington, Virginia

AThe National Associa-
tion of Securities Dealers 

Automated Quotation system 
(NASDAQ) was launched in 
1971 to help investors access 
stock prices. It later became 
the first electronic stock market 
through which investors could 
trade shares.

The Nasdaq Stock Market is 
now the largest electronic stock 
market, where more than 5,000 
companies are listed. These 
include Costco and Starbucks, as 
well as lots of technology-focused 
businesses, such as Amazon.com, 
Apple, Microsoft and Netflix. The 
other main U.S. stock market is 
the New York Stock Exchange.

Want more information about stocks? 
Send us an email to foolnews@fool.com.

Fool’s School

Focus on  
Dividend Growth
It’s smart to seek strong dividend-

paying stocks for your portfolio. But 
don’t just focus on dividend yields. 
Yield is important, but so is the divi-
dend’s growth rate.

A dividend’s yield expresses how 
much of the stock’s current price 
you’ll receive annually in dividend 
form. To calculate it, you divide 
the annual dividend amount by the 
current stock price. (Thus, when a 
stock’s price falls, the yield rises, 
and vice versa.) 

As an example, if Buzzy’s Broc-
coli Beer (ticker: BRRRP) pays 
$0.25 per quarter, or $1 per year, and 
is trading at $33 per share, its yield 
will be $1 divided by $33 — which 
is about 0.03, or 3%.

It’s great to have dividend payers 
in your portfolio because they tend to 
keep paying you regularly, no matter 
what the overall economy is doing or 
whether the stock is rising or falling. 
(If a dividend-paying company is 
really struggling, though, it’s possible 
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LAST WEEK’S TRIVIA ANSWER

I trace my roots back to 1910, when my founder, then 18, sold two 
shoeboxes full of picture postcards in Kansas City, Missouri. I was 
soon offering valentines and Christmas cards with accompany-
ing envelopes. I introduced fancy gift wrap in 1917 and collectible 
ornaments in the 1970s. In 1984, I bought the Crayola crayon busi-
ness. TV programs I’ve sponsored have won more than 80 Emmy 
awards. Today, I’m valued at around $3.5 billion, and I employ 
about 27,000 people worldwide. My Crown Media subsidiary 
boasts three cable channels, and I even have a real estate devel-
opment company. Who am I? (Answer: Hallmark Cards)

Want to Invest? Email us at foolnews@fool.com, and we’ll 
send you some tips to start investing. Sorry, we can’t provide 
 individual financial advice.
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Eric Hutter
Osprey Retirement Solutions

PERSPECTIVES

Now, part of staying 

motivated when you’re 

trying to create a healthy 

habit is to remember the 

outcome of your goal. 

Whatever it is, visualize it 

and keep it front and cen-

ter when you’re tempted to 
give up. 

3. Commit to a plan
If one of your goals is 

to pay off debt, it’s easy 
to feel discouraged and 
unmotivated when you 
don’t have a plan for how 
to do it. That’s why I love 
and stand by the debt 
snowball method. Here’s 

how it works:
Step 1: List your debts 

from smallest to largest 
regardless of interest rate.

Step 2: Make minimum 
payments on all your debts 
except the smallest.

Step 3: Pay as much as 
possible on your smallest 
debt.

Step 4: Repeat until 

each debt is paid in full.
Now, before you start 

arguing about the inter-
est rates, hear me out: 
When you stick to the plan 
(without worrying about 
interest rates), you’re 
going to be jumping for 
joy when you pay off that 
smallest debt super quick. 
That excitement is what’s 

going to motivate you to 
keep going—all the way to 
that debt-free finish line. 
Millions of people have 
gotten out of debt using 
this method—including 
me. And you can do it, too.

You’re over halfway 
through the year now, 
people. It’s time to refocus 
your mindset, take a hard 

look at your habits, and 
stick to the plan. Whatever 
money goals you’ve set 
for yourself in 2022, and 
wherever you’re at with 
them, don’t let your foot 
off the gas now. This is the 
home stretch. Don’t aban-
don your money goals (but 
please feel free to abandon 
cart)!

Seven ways to improve your 401(k) performance

I
n addition to the below 
tips, make sure to fully 
understand asset allo-

cation and the fees being 
charged. Many 401 (k) 
plans have fees subtracted 
by the firm that invests and 
manages the account. If 
a client is 59 1/2 and still 
working at the same firm 
where the 401(k) is, the 
funds can be rolled to a 
self-directed IRA without 
any tax exposure. This 
allows the client to select 
an asset allocation that 
might be more timely, 
especially retirement age 
draws closer.

A 401(k) at a former 
employer can be rolled to 

a self-directed IRA at any 

time. This tax-free transfer 

allows many more options 

for investing.

1. Be Informed: Be 

well-versed in all aspects 

of the current 401k plan.  
Employees can advocate 
for changes they would like 
to see an employer adopt. 
If, for example, they would 
like to add an option to 
add a mutual fund, a call 
to a mutual fund company 
for information on choices 
might help an employer 
would like to have your 
company work with and 
find out everything you can 
about all possible choices.

2. Be Involved: If a 
company is considering 
401(k) plan changes right 
now, is the time for employ-
ees to make their opinions 
known. The average com-
pany changes 401k plans 

more frequently than most 
employees realize, and 
those in charge are usually 
open to suggestions.

3. Be a Company 
Asset: Befriending the 
Benefits Director may be 
the way to see changes 
implemented. They have 
greater decision-making 
clout and influence when 
it comes to the choice of 
company retirement plans.  
Providing information to 
the Benefits Director on 
how employees would like 
to see retirement options 
structured may help them 
craft a more responsive 
program.

4. Be Open to 

Help: Some employers 
have other groups that 
might assist in influencing 
change, such as an employ-
er-sponsored group, or a 
union-if applicable. These 
groups have experience in 
helping employees advo-
cate for change. 

5. Be Willing to Try 
Grassroots Efforts:  
Consider starting a grass-
roots movement to advo-
cate for change. It may 
sound trivial, but a petition 
with signatures of those 
employees who share com-
mon opinions on changes 
in the company 401(k) plan 
might make an impression 
on the higher-ups. Negative 

feedback might be likely, 
but it might also be as like-
ly to find more likeminded 
coworkers who are as 
ready for a change.

6. Be Patient: Nothing 
happens in an instant-es-
pecially major change 
like the adoption of a new 
401k plan. Keep perse-
vering until changes are 
addressed. Remember: 
today’s 401(k) plan will 
significantly impact the 
financial future of employ-
ees when it comes time 
to retire. 401k plans are 
designed for the benefit of 
employees, so make sure 
the plan delivers on its 
promise.

If you don’t know 
what your personal FRA 
amount was and/or are 
uncertain if you filed a 
restricted application, 
you’ll need to contact 
Social Security directly 
to see if you’re entitled 
to any additional amount 
based on your own life-
time work record. You can 
contact Social Security at 

either the national center 
(1.800.772.1213) or at 
your local office (find the 
number at www.ssa.gov/
locator). If you are cur-
rently getting spouse ben-
efits only under a restrict-
ed application and your 
personal benefit is now 
higher, since you’ll soon 
be 71 you should request 
six months of retroactive 
benefits when you switch 
from the restricted appli-
cation to your own benefit.

RUSTY
Continued From 2C

The rebound caught busi-

nesses by surprise, and an 

unexpected surge in customer 

orders overwhelmed factories, 

ports and freight yards, lead-

ing to shortages, delays and 

higher prices. In May, consum-

er prices rose 8.6% from a year 

earlier, biggest year-over-year 

jump since 1981.

In response, the Fed sped up 

its plan to raise interest rates, 

hiking its benchmark short-

term rate by three-quarters 

of a percentage point, heftiest 

increase since 1994. The Fed 

hopes to achieve a so-called 

soft landing — slowing eco-

nomic growth just enough to 

bring inflation down it its 2% 

target without causing a reces-

sion.

For the full year, the econ-

omy is still expected to turn 

in respectable growth: 2.5%, 

according to the World Bank.

GDP
Continued From 1C

KEITH SRAKOCIC/Associated Press

Rows of beef are in the coolers of the retail 
section at the Wight’s Meat Packing facility in 
Fombell, Pa. The U.S. economy shrank at a 1.6% 
annual pace in the first three months of the year.

will raise rates in July for 

the first time in 11 years 

and again in September to 

target inflation running at a 

record 8.1% in the 19 coun-

tries using the euro. In a 

speech Tuesday opening 

the ECB forum, Lagarde 

said the bank will go grad-

ually with hikes but keep its 

options open to “stamp out” 

inflation if it surges faster 

than expected.

Increasingly, economists 

worry that higher rates 

could push the economy 

into a recession.

Powell, however, pointed 

to a strong labor market 

— unemployment is near a 

half century low at 3.6% — 

and noted that most house-

holds and businesses had 

healthy savings.

“Overall,” he said, “the 

U.S. economy is well-posi-

tioned to withstand tighter 

monetary policy.”

Lagarde noted similar 

was true of Europe.

FED
Continued From 1C

come to see us, but we try 

to build that relationship to 

where we can help them 

more long term and help 

them help themselves.”

Walters works with a 

staff of about 20 volun-

teers between the center’s 

primary location and it’s 

Lighthouse Gift Shop. 

People can donate items to 

the Lighthouse Gift Shop 

and the items are sold as 

a funding source for the 

organization.

“The Lighthouse (Gift 

Shop) basically sustains 

our annual food budget to 

where either individuals 

come in and say ‘I want this 

item to be sold through 

the gift shop,’ or their gen-

tly used or new items that 

are donated to us,” Walters 

said.

The organization’s 

assistant director is Sadie 

House and the part-time 

warehouse manager is 

Dave Spears.

Over the past few years, 

Walters said the number 

of people served by the 

Christian Service Center 

has slightly decreased 

during the period of the 

global pandemic. He noted 

the agency was basically 

serving about 3,000-4,000 

individuals a year and 

before covid, the agency 

was serving 8,000-10,000 

individuals.

“We’ve noticed with this 

year and things kind of 

becoming more regular, 

we’ve noticed the numbers 

have increased again,” he 

said.

Walters said the 

Christian Service Center 

makes a tremendous differ-

ence in Columbia County.

He said he thinks the 

legacy of the agency being 

here and that local individ-

uals know about the cen-

ter, who they are, what the 

center stands for and with 

the center being a faith-

based organization, indi-

viduals in need know they 

can come to the Christian 

Service Center. He said 

whether it’s spiritual or 

physical needs, clients can 

have those met at the site. 

The center, at times, has 

individuals that come in for 

prayer and counseling, but 

the fact is the Christian 

Service Center can just be 

here to represent the com-

munity and be able to serve 

the community, which is a 

benefit within itself.

“We’re just grateful for 

our community,” Walters 

said. “We are a 100% com-

munity supported orga-

nization. We don’t accept 

federal funding or anything 

like that. We do have a few 

private grants that we apply 

for every year, but other 

than that we’re 100% sup-

ported by the community 

and churches.”

SERVICE
Continued From 6C

TONY BRITT/Lake City Reporter

Christian Service Center Executive Director Chris Walters (right) helps assistant director Sadie House in pack-
ing up food items to be donated.

COURTESY

One of the original storefronts for the Christian 
Service Center as shown in an old photo.

some supplies come in before 

expected and the warehouse 

will serve as a storage site 

until the job site is ready to 

receive the product.

In addition to the build-

ing’s warehouse providing 

for storage needs, Missy 

Zecher noted the additional 

space is aides in employee 

efficiency, the building has 

more parking available and 

now construction managers 

can also work at the building.

“I’m just looking forward 

to the ability to serve our 

customers,” Bryan said of 

the new site. “I think it’s 

a great move for us to be 

able to serve our customers 

better and help with overall 

building experience.”

Bryan Zecher said the 

decision to get the build-

ing was based on a pair of 

concepts — timing and the 

need for warehouse space.

“We felt like it was good 

timing for a move — espe-

cially having more office 

space because we are 

increasing our staff a lit-

tle bit and secondly, having 

a warehouse to be able to 

store supplies as we need it 

for customers,” he said.

Missy Zecher said they 

contemplated their options 

for the last two years of 

what they wanted to do for 

more space and then the 

building became available.

“When this became an 

option, it just suited his 

business so well and the 

location is fantastic,” she 

said. “The combination of 

warehouse and office space 

could not be more perfect 

for Bryan.”

Missy Zecher hopes that 

it won’t take long for the 

building to become a com-

munity landmark.

“We’re looking forward to 

servicing our customers at 

the new location,” she said. 

“It’s convenient, has a much 

more modern feel and plen-

ty of room... We had eight 

people working out of 1,000 

square feet. The memories 

are just so satisfying, but this 

is just such a blessing. We are 

definitely looking forward to 

being one of those buildings 

that you know — they’re 

a staple in the communi-

ty. When you come down 

State Road 47, you know the 

Zecher Companies Building 

is right there.”

ZECHER
Continued From 1C

TONY BRITT/Lake City Reporter

Bryan Zecher looks over a blueprint in the new Zecher 
Companies headquarters.
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MONDAY EVENING JULY 4, 2022
 Comcast Dish DirecTV 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30
 3-ABC 3 - - TV20 News ABC World News Ent. Tonight Inside Edition (N) Great American Tag Sale-M. Stewart The American Rescue Dog Show A competition featuring rescued dogs. News at 11 Jimmy Kimmel

 4-IND 4 4 4 News4JAX at 6PM News4JAX Ent. Tonight Inside Edition Last Man Standing Last Man Standing Big Bang Theory July 4th Fireworks The 10 O’Clock News (N) Å News4JAX (:35) DailyMailTV

 5-PBS 5 - - DW News BBC News PBS NewsHour (N) Å A Capitol Fourth 2022 (N) (Live) Å WUFT’s Fanfares and Fireworks 2022 A Capitol Fourth 2022 Å

 7-CBS 7 47 47 Action News Jax CBS Evening News Family Feud Å Family Feud Å The Neighborhood Bob-Abishola NCIS “Starting Over” Å (DVS) NCIS: Hawai’i “T’N’T” Å (DVS) Action News Late Show-Colbert

 9-CW 9 17 17 Mom Å Mom Å Big Bang Theory Young Sheldon Roswell, New Mexico Å In the Dark “Bail’s in Your Court” Dateline “Prairie Confidential” Å News4JAX (:35) Seinfeld Å

 10-FOX 10 30 30 Action News Action News TMZ (N) Å Access Hollywood Don’t Forget the Lyrics! Å Beat Shazam Å (DVS) Action News Action News Action News Jax- (:35) TMZ Live (N)

 12-NBC 12 12 12 News NBC Nightly News Wheel of Fortune Jeopardy! (N) Macy’s 4th of July Fireworks Spectacular (N) (Live) Å Macy’s 4th of July Fireworks News Tonight Show

 WGN-A 16 239 307 NewsNation: Rush Hour (N) Å On Balance With Leland Vittert (N) NewsNation Prime With Marni Hughes Dan Abrams Live (N) (Live) Å Banfield (N) Å NewsNation Prime: Special Report (N)

 TVLAND 17 106 304 Andy Griffith Show Andy Griffith Show Mom Å Mom Å Mom Å Mom Å Mom Å Mom Å Mom Å Mom Å Mom Å Mom Å

 OWN 18 189 279 Dr. Phil Maryann shot her boyfriend. Deadline: Crime With Tamron Hall Deadline: Crime With Tamron Hall Deadline: Crime With Tamron Hall Deadline: Crime With Tamron Hall Deadline: Crime With Tamron Hall

 A&E 19 118 265 Chris Farley: Anything for a Laugh Cultureshock Å Right to Offend: The Black Comedy Revolution “The Revolutionaries” Å (:01) Right to Offend: The Black Comedy Revolution “The Contemporaries”

 HALL 20 185 312 “A Timeless Christmas” (2020, Romance) Ryan Paevey, Erin Cahill. Å (DVS) “The Sweetest Christmas” (2017) Lacey Chabert, Lea Coco. Å (DVS) “Crown for Christmas” (2015) Danica McKellar, Rupert Penry-Jones. Å (DVS)

 FX 22 136 248 “Captain America: The First Avenger” ››› “Captain America: The Winter Soldier” (2014, Action) Chris Evans, Scarlett Johansson, Samuel L. Jackson. Å ›››‡ “Black Panther” (2018) Chadwick Boseman, Michael B. Jordan. Å

 CNN 24 200 202 The Situation Room With Wolf Blitzer The Fourth in America Musical performances and firework shows. (N) (Live) Å

 TNT 25 138 245 (4:02) “Star Wars: Return of the Jedi” ››› “Independence Day” (1996) Will Smith, Bill Pullman. Earthlings vs. evil aliens in 15-mile-wide ships. Å (DVS) ››› “Independence Day” (1996) Will Smith, Bill Pullman. Å (DVS)

 NIK 26 170 299 Patrick Star SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob Danger Force Danger Force Friends Å Friends Å Friends Å Friends Å Friends Å Friends Å

 PARMT 28 168 241 Yellowstone “I Want to Be Him” Å Yellowstone “Keep the Wolves Close” Yellowstone Å Yellowstone “No Such Thing as Fair” Yellowstone Truths threaten the family bond. Å Godfather II

 MY-TV 29 32 - The A-Team “Deadly Maneuvers” M*A*S*H “Kim” M*A*S*H Å Law & Order: Special Victims Unit Law & Order: Special Victims Unit Hogan’s Heroes Hogan’s Heroes Carol Burnett Perry Mason Å

 DISN 31 172 290 Big City Greens Big City Greens Big City Greens Big City Greens Big City Greens Big City Greens Big City Greens Big City Greens Big City Greens Big City Greens Big City Greens Big City Greens

 LIFE 32 108 252 Sleeping With a Killer “Ashley Mead” Sleeping With a Killer “Melanie Eam” TextMeWhenYouGetHome Å TextMeWhenYouGetHome Å (:03) TextMeWhenYouGetHome Å (:03) TextMeWhenYouGetHome Å

 USA 33 105 242 (5:00) ›››‡ “John Wick: Chapter 3 -- Parabellum” (2019) Keanu Reeves.  WWE Monday Night RAW (N) Å Miz & Mrs (N) Austin Dillon

 BET 34 124 329 ››› “Lethal Weapon 3” (1992) Mel Gibson. Premiere. L.A. detectives and a wild woman crush a guns-to-gangs deal. ›› “Lethal Weapon 4” (1998) Mel Gibson. Premiere. Detectives Riggs and Murtaugh battle Chinese mercenaries. Å

 ESPN 35 140 206 (5:00) Cornhole (N Same-day Tape) d WNBA Basketball Phoenix Mercury at Los Angeles Sparks. (N) 30 for 30 (Part 1 of 3) Hot Dog Eating Contest SportsCenter (N) (Live) Å

 ESPN2 36 144 209 Daily Wager AKC Diving Dogs Premier Cup  USL Championship Soccer: Loyal SC at Switchbacks FC 30 for 30

 SUNSP 37 - - The Card Life Rays All-Access  MLB Baseball Tampa Bay Rays at Boston Red Sox. From Fenway Park in Boston. Rays Postgame Rays All-Access In the Spotlight Focused

 DISCV 38 182 278 MythBusters The Simpsons. Å MythBusters “Transformers” Å Street Outlaws (N) Å (:02) Street Outlaws: Mega Cash Days Out of 64 racers, only eight remain.

 TBS 39 139 247 (4:45) ››› “Friends With Benefits” Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory American Dad! American Dad! American Dad! American Dad!

 HLN 40 202 204 Very Scary People Å Very Scary People Å Very Scary People (Part 1 of 2) Å Very Scary People (Part 2 of 2) Å Forensic Files Forensic Files Forensic Files Forensic Files

 FNC 41 205 360 Special Report With Bret Baier (N) Jesse Watters Primetime (N) Å Tucker Carlson Tonight (N) (Live) Å Hannity (N) (Live) Å The Ingraham Angle (N) (Live) Å Gutfeld! (N) Å

 E! 45 114 236 Ocean’s Eleven ››› “Ocean’s Twelve” (2004) George Clooney, Brad Pitt. Indebted criminals plan an elaborate heist in Europe. Å (:20) ››› “Ocean’s Thirteen” (2007, Comedy-Drama) George Clooney, Brad Pitt, Matt Damon. Å

 TRAVEL 46 196 277 Mysteries of the Unknown Don Wildman investigates a medium. Å Mysteries of the Unknown A mystifying mix-up at a Kansas prison. (N) Å Mysteries of the Unknown A Founding Father helps forge America. Å

 HGTV 47 112 229 Home Town Å (DVS) Home Town “Color Psychology” Å Home Town “Sweet Tea Dreams” Home Town Å Home Town “First Time’s the Charm” Home Town “Design for Living” Å

 TLC 48 183 280 The Family Chantel “On the Chin” The Family Chantel (DVS) The Family Chantel (N) (DVS) 90 Day Diaries “Where is the Love?” Seeking Sister Wife (N) (DVS) Welcome to Plathville “Eyes Down!”

 HIST 49 120 269 The Food That Built America “Lines in the Sand” A revolution takes place. The Food That Built America A new breed of innovator rises up. Å (DVS) (:04) The Food That Built America Behind the food titans in America.

 ANPL 50 184 282 Naked and Afraid “Bahama Drama” Naked and Afraid Naked and Afraid “Biting Back at Africa” A lion-attack survivor returns. Naked and Afraid “Threesome” Naked and Afraid “Frozen and Afraid”

 FOOD 51 110 231 Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners, Drive

 TBN 52 260 372 New Season Jewish Voice The Potter’s Touch Centerpoint Å Drive Thru History Specials Å Takeaways With Kirk Cameron Å Derek Grier Å Centerpoint Å Drive Thru History Specials Å

 FSN-FL 56 - -  World Poker  MLB Baseball Miami Marlins at Washington Nationals. From Nationals Park in Washington, D.C. Marlins Postgame Marlins Acess  World Poker

 SYFY 58 122 244 (4:00) ››‡ Jaws 2 (:32) ›››› “Jaws” (1975) Roy Scheider, Robert Shaw. A man-eating shark terrorizes a New England resort town. Å (:28) ›››› “Jaws” (1975) Roy Scheider. A man-eating shark terrorizes a New England resort town.

 AMC 60 130 254 (4:30) ››› “Rocky II” (1979) Å ››› “Rocky III” (1982) Sylvester Stallone. A merciless contender forces Rocky into a title match. ›› “Rocky IV” (1985, Drama) Sylvester Stallone, Talia Shire, Burt Young. Å ››› Rocky Balboa

 COM 62 107 249 The Office Å The Office Å The Office Å The Office Å The Office “Trivia” The Office Å The Office “Lice” The Office Å The Office Å The Office Å The Office Å The Office Å

 CMT 63 166 327 “Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade” ›››› “Raiders of the Lost Ark” (1981) Harrison Ford. An archaeologist races Nazis to find a powerful relic. Å CMT Let Freedom Sing! July 4th Freedom Sing! Last Man Standing

 NGWILD 108 190 283 The Incredible Dr. Pol: Deja MOO! The Incredible Dr. Pol: Deja MOO! The Incredible Dr. Pol: Deja MOO! The Incredible Dr. Pol: Deja MOO! The Incredible Dr. Pol: Deja MOO! The Incredible Dr. Pol: Deja MOO!

 NGEO 109 186 276 Life Below Zero: Northern Territories Life Below Zero: Northern Territories Life Below Zero: Northern Territories Life Below Zero: Northern Territories Life Below Zero: Northern Territories Life Below Zero: Northern Territories

 SCIENCE 110 193 284 Expedition Unknown Å Expedition Unknown Å Expedition Unknown Å Expedition Unknown Å Expedition Unknown “Viking Secrets” Expedition Unknown Å

 ID 111 192 285 Homicide Hunter: Lt. Joe Kenda (N) Homicide Hunter: Lt. Joe Kenda (N) Homicide Hunter: Hot on the Trail Homicide Hunter: Lt. Joe Kenda (N) Homicide Hunter: Lt. Joe Kenda (N) Homicide Hunter: Lt. Joe Kenda (N)

 SEC 743 408 611 (5:30) College Softball South Carolina at Auburn.  College Football Auburn at LSU.  Women’s College Gymnastics Alabama at Auburn.

 HBO 302 300 501 (5:35) Westworld ››‡ “Fantastic Beasts: The Secrets of Dumbledore” (2022) Eddie Redmayne. ‘PG-13’ Å Irma Vep “Hypnotic Eyes” (N) Å Mind Over Murder (N) Å (10:52) Irma Vep Mind Over Murder

 MAX 320 310 515 (5:53) ›› “Jennifer Eight” (1992, Suspense) Andy Garcia. ‘R’ Å ››‡ “Stargate” (1994, Science Fiction) Kurt Russell. ‘PG-13’ Å (:03) ›‡ “R.I.P.D.” (2013, Action) Jeff Bridges. ‘PG-13’ Å (:40) Hollow Man

 SHOW 340 318 545 (:15) ›› “The Contractor” (2022, Action) Chris Pine, Ben Foster. ‘R’ Å The Chi “Oh Girl” Å The Man Who Fell to Earth Å Spotlights ›››‡ “Braveheart” (1995) Mel Gibson. ‘R’ Å

SUNDAY EVENING JULY 3, 2022
 Comcast Dish DirecTV 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30
 3-ABC 3 - - WCJB TV20 ABC World News America’s Funniest Home Videos Celebrity Family Feud Å (DVS) Celebrity Family Feud Å (DVS) The $100,000 Pyramid Å (DVS) WCJB TV20 Investigate TV

 4-IND 4 4 4 News4JAX at 6PM Inside Edition SEAL Team “Borderlines” Å Last Man Standing Last Man Standing Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory News Sports Zone News4JAX Sports Zone

 5-PBS 5 - - (5:00) American Experience Hotel Portofino “Lessons” Å Hotel Portofino “Invitations” (N) Endeavour on Masterpiece “Terminus” The murder of an Oxford college don. The Hunter Bagarella triggers a war.

 7-CBS 7 47 47 Weekend News Action News 60 Minutes (N) Å 60 Minutes (N) Å The Equalizer “Exposed” Å NCIS: Los Angeles “Murmuration” Action News Action Sports

 9-CW 9 17 17 Come-Stronger I Know Jax Young Sheldon Young Sheldon Funniest Animals Funniest Animals Penn & Teller: Fool Us “Penn & Tarot” Dateline “The Plot Thickens” Å News4JAX Sports Zone

 10-FOX 10 30 30 The Simpsons Action News United by Ftb.  USFL Football Championship: Birmingham Stallions vs Philadelphia Stars. (N) Å Action News Action Sports Graham Bensinger

 12-NBC 12 12 12 News NBC Nightly News Ukraine: Answering the Call (N) Å Dancing With Myself Å America’s Got Talent “Auditions 5” Variety acts audition. Å News Sports Final

 WGN-A 16 239 307 Last Man Standing Last Man Standing NewsNation Prime (N) (Live) Å NewsNation Prime (N) (Live) Å NewsNation Prime (N) (Live) Å NewsNation Prime Å NewsNation Prime Å

 TVLAND 17 106 304 Mike & Molly Å Mike & Molly Å Mom Å Mom Å Mom Å Mom Å Two and Half Men Two and Half Men Two and Half Men Two and Half Men Two and Half Men Two and Half Men

 OWN 18 189 279 Couples Court Couples Court 20/20 on OWN “The Sniper’s Wife” 20/20 on OWN “Stolen at Birth” 20/20 on OWN Ralph Raines Jr. 20/20 on OWN “Loyalties and Lies” 20/20 on OWN “Love You to Death”

 A&E 19 118 265 Biography: WWE Legends “Ultimate Warrior” The story of Ultimate Warrior. (N) Biography: WWE Legends Stone Cold Steve Austin’s rise to fame. (N) Å (:01) Biography: WWE Legends The story of Randy Savage. (N) Å

 HALL 20 185 312 ››› “The Most Wonderful Time of the Year” (2008) Henry Winkler. Å (DVS) “The Nine Lives of Christmas” (2014, Children’s) Brandon Routh. Å (DVS) “The Christmas Contest” (2021) Candace Cameron Bure. Å (DVS)

 FX 22 136 248 (4:30) ››› “Avengers: Infinity War” (2018, Action) Robert Downey Jr. Å ››› “Captain America: The First Avenger” (2011, Action) Chris Evans, Hayley Atwell. Å (:31) ››› “Captain America: The Winter Soldier” (2014)

 CNN 24 200 202 CNN Newsroom With Pamela Brown CNN Newsroom With Pamela Brown Watergate: Blueprint for a Scandal Watergate: Blueprint for a Scandal Watergate: Blueprint for a Scandal Watergate: Blueprint for a Scandal

 TNT 25 138 245 (:02) ›››‡ “Star Wars: Return of the Jedi” (1983, Science Fiction) Mark Hamill, Harrison Ford. Å (DVS) Animal Kingdom “Covet” (N) Animal Kingdom “Covet” Å (DVS) ››› “Star Wars: Revenge of the Sith”

 NIK 26 170 299 (:15) ››› “The SpongeBob SquarePants Movie” (2004) Voices of Tom Kenny. ››› “The SpongeBob Movie: Sponge Out of Water” (2015, Children’s) Å Friends Å Friends Å Friends Å (:35) Friends Å

 PARMT 28 168 241 (5:58) Yellowstone Å Yellowstone Å (7:58) Yellowstone Å (:02) Yellowstone Å (:03) Yellowstone “All for Nothing” (10:58) Yellowstone “The Beating”

 MY-TV 29 32 - Andy Griffith Show Collector’s Call (N) M*A*S*H Å M*A*S*H Å ››‡ “Perry Mason: The Case of the Lady in the Lake” (1988) Raymond Burr. Ed Sullivan’s Rock Carol Burnett Dick Van Dyke Dick Van Dyke

 DISN 31 172 290 Ladybug & Cat Ladybug & Cat ››‡ “Sky High” (2005, Children’s) Michael Angarano. Å Ultra Violet Ultra Violet Ultra Violet Ultra Violet Ultra Violet Ultra Violet Big City Greens

 LIFE 32 108 252 (5:30) ›› “Fifty Shades Darker” (2017) Dakota Johnson, Jamie Dornan. Å ››‡ “The Proposal” (2009) Sandra Bullock, Ryan Reynolds. Å (:03) ›‡ “Bride Wars” (2009, Comedy) Kate Hudson, Anne Hathaway. Å

 USA 33 105 242 h NASCAR NASCAR-Post Austin Dillon Austin Dillon Law & Order: Special Victims Unit Law & Order: Special Victims Unit Law & Order: Special Victims Unit Law & Order: Special Victims Unit

 BET 34 124 329 (5:30) ›‡ “Friday After Next” (2002, Comedy) Ice Cube, Mike Epps. Å ›‡ “G.I. Joe: The Rise of Cobra” (2009) Channing Tatum. Elite soldiers battle a corrupt arms dealer named Destro. Martin Å Martin Å

 ESPN 35 140 206 Baseball: Sunday Night Countdown a MLB Baseball St. Louis Cardinals at Philadelphia Phillies. From Citizens Bank Park in Philadelphia. (N) SportsCenter (N) (Live) Å SportsCenter (N) (Live) Å

 ESPN2 36 144 209 37 Words a MLB Baseball Sunday Night Baseball with Kay-Rod: St. Louis Cardinals at Philadelphia Phillies. (N)  Formula 1 Racing Great Britain Grand Prix.

 SUNSP 37 - - (5:00) Fight Sports: Boxing Reel Animals Sport Fishing Sportsman’s Adv. Flats Class Blair Wiggins Silver Kings Florida Sport Destination Polaris P1 Racing P1 Racing

 DISCV 38 182 278 Naked and Afraid XL: Uncensored Naked and Afraid XL: Uncensored Naked and Afraid XL “Jungle Gangsters Out” A hunt goes awry. (N) (:07) Naked and Afraid Å (:07) Naked and Afraid Å

 TBS 39 139 247 (5:45) ››‡ “The Proposal” (2009) Sandra Bullock. Premiere. Å (DVS) Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory ›› “Ghosts of Girlfriends Past” (2009)

 HLN 40 202 204 Very Scary People (Part 1 of 2) Å Very Scary People (Part 2 of 2) Å Very Scary People Å Very Scary People Å Very Scary People (Part 1 of 2) Å Very Scary People (Part 2 of 2) Å

 FNC 41 205 360 Fox Report With Jon Scott (N) Å Sunday Night in America With Trey Life, Liberty & Levin (N) Å The Next Revolution With Steve Hilton Sunday Night in America With Trey Life, Liberty & Levin Å

 E! 45 114 236 Chrisley Knows Chrisley Knows Chrisley Knows Chrisley Knows Chrisley Knows Chrisley Knows Chrisley Knows Chrisley Knows Mathis Family Celebrity Game Face Å Mathis Family

 TRAVEL 46 196 277 These Woods Are Haunted Å These Woods Are Haunted Å These Woods Are Haunted Å Alaskan Killer Bigfoot Å Alaskan Killer Bigfoot (N) Å Loch Ness Monster Lives: Mysteries at

 HGTV 47 112 229 Good Bones “Old Biker Bar” Good Bones “MJ’s Dream Home” Battle on the Beach Å Battle on the Beach (N) Å Beachfront Bargain Beachfront Bargain Beachfront Bargain Beachfront Bargain

 TLC 48 183 280 90 Day Fiancé Kobe’s happy proposal comes undone. (DVS) 90 Day Fiancé (N) (DVS) (:01) I Love a Mama’s Boy (N) (:02) 90 Day Fiancé (N)

 HIST 49 120 269 America the Story of Us “Cities” Å America the Story of Us “Boom” Å America the Story of Us “Bust; WWII” The U.S. becomes a global superpower. (:04) America the Story of Us America becomes a global superpower. Å

 ANPL 50 184 282 Lone Star Law Lone Star Law Louisiana Law “Gator Down” A lifeless gator is found. (N) (:01) Lone Star Law “Shoreline Crimes” (:01) Lone Star Law “Trapped”

 FOOD 51 110 231 Guy’s Grocery Games Å Guy’s Grocery Games Å Guy’s Grocery Games Å The Great Food Truck Race (N) Å Beachside Brawl “4th of July Party” Guy: Hawaiian Style Å

 TBN 52 260 372 Your Move Joyce Meyer Hagee Ministries Pastor Robert Joel Osteen Å Turning Point Huckabee Å Eric Metaxas Creflo Dollar Å Praise (N) Å

 FSN-FL 56 - - AVP Pro Beach Volleyball Tour American Ninja Warrior Å (DVS) American Ninja Warrior Å (DVS)  World Poker  World Poker

 SYFY 58 122 244 Despicable Me ››› “Despicable Me 2” (2013, Children’s) Voices of Steve Carell, Kristen Wiig. ››‡ “Tomb Raider” (2018, Adventure) Alicia Vikander, Dominic West, Walton Goggins. Å ›› “Battleship” (2012) Taylor Kitsch.

 AMC 60 130 254 Back to the Future ››› “Back to the Future Part II” (1989, Comedy) Michael J. Fox, Christopher Lloyd. Å Dark Winds A break in the case. (N) (:03) ›››‡ “Back to the Future” (1985) Michael J. Fox, Christopher Lloyd. Å

 COM 62 107 249 ›‡ “Little Fockers” (2010, Comedy) Robert De Niro, Ben Stiller. Å Seinfeld Å Seinfeld Å Seinfeld Å Seinfeld Å Seinfeld Å Seinfeld Å Seinfeld Å (:36) Seinfeld Å

 CMT 63 166 327 (5:00) ›››‡ “Ghostbusters” (1984) Bill Murray. Å ››› “The Goonies” (1985) Sean Astin. Young misfits find a 17th-century pirate’s treasure map. Å ›››‡ “Ghostbusters” (1984, Comedy) Bill Murray, Dan Aykroyd. Å

 NGWILD 108 190 283 Secrets of the Zoo Å Secrets of the Zoo “Giraffe-ic Park” Secrets of the Zoo Å Secrets of the Zoo “A Giraffe Is Born” Secrets of the Zoo: Down Under (N) Secrets of the Zoo Å

 NGEO 109 186 276 Wicked Tuna “Redemption” Å Wicked Tuna “Weather the Storm” Wicked Tuna (N) Å Wicked Tuna “No Time to Lose” (N) Wild Fish “King Sized” (N) Å Wicked Tuna “Weather the Storm”

 SCIENCE 110 193 284 MythBusters “Failure Is Not an Option” MythBusters Firearm cliches. Å MythBusters Explosive tall tales. Å MythBusters Å MythBusters “Bikes and Bazookas” MythBusters Å

 ID 111 192 285 The Lake Erie Murders Å The Lake Erie Murders Å Evil Lives Here Å American Monster (N) Å (:01) Evil Lives Here (N) Å (:02) On the Case With Paula Zahn

 SEC 743 408 611  College Basketball  College Football Outback Bowl: Penn State vs Arkansas.  College Softball SEC Tournament: Arkansas vs Missouri. Championship.

 HBO 302 300 501 (5:00) ››‡ “Ender’s Game” (2013) ›‡ “Geostorm” (2017) Gerard Butler. A worldwide storm threatens humanity. Westworld (N) Å (9:55) Westworld Å (10:50) ››› “Frank Miller’s Sin City”

 MAX 320 310 515 (:15) ›› “Universal Soldier” (1992) Jean-Claude Van Damme. ‘R’ Å ››‡ “Oblivion” (2013, Science Fiction) Tom Cruise. ‘PG-13’ Å (:05) ›› “Vanilla Sky” (2001, Suspense) Tom Cruise, Penélope Cruz. ‘R’ Å

 SHOW 340 318 545 The Chi Emmett tries to win Tiff back. Spotlights We Hunt Together (:15) We Hunt Together (N) Å The Chi “Oh Girl” (N) Å The Man Who Fell to Earth Å Flatbush Mis The Chi “Oh Girl”

SATURDAY EVENING JULY 2, 2022
 Comcast Dish DirecTV 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30
 3-ABC 3 - - WCJB TV20 ABC World News Entertainment Tonight (N) Å  UFC 276: Adesanya vs. Cannonier - Prelims (N) Å The Rookie “Fight or Flight” WCJB TV20 The Song Å

 4-IND 4 4 4 News4JAX at 6PM Charles Stanley Entertainment Tonight (N) Å Bull “The Flying Carpet” Å Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory News Inside Edition News4JAX Madison Brown

 5-PBS 5 - - News Weekend Antiques Road Antiques Roadshow (Part 1 of 3) Å Midsomer Murders (:45) Midsomer Murders “A Dying Art” Unforgotten on Masterpiece David Holt Austin City Limits Å

 7-CBS 7 47 47 Action News Jax Weekend News Family Feud Å Family Feud Å h Auto Racing Camping World SRX Series. (N) Å 48 Hours (N) Å Action News Action Sports

 9-CW 9 17 17 Mom Å Mom Å Seinfeld Å Seinfeld Å Whose Line Would I Lie to Masters of Illusion Masters of Illusion Dateline “Family Affair” Å News4JAX (:35) Raw Travel

 10-FOX 10 30 30 Action News The Simpsons a MLB Baseball San Diego Padres at Los Angeles Dodgers. From Dodger Stadium in Los Angeles. (N) Å Action News Action Sports Name That Tune Å (DVS)

 12-NBC 12 12 12 News NBC Nightly News Wheel of Fortune Jeopardy! Å Transplant Bash and Amira take a trip. Dateline NBC Å News Sat. Night Live

 WGN-A 16 239 307 Last Man Standing Last Man Standing NewsNation Prime (N) (Live) Å NewsNation Prime (N) (Live) Å NewsNation Prime (N) (Live) Å NewsNation Prime Å NewsNation Prime Å

 TVLAND 17 106 304 Mike & Molly Å Mike & Molly Å Mom Å Mom Å Mom Å Mom Å Two and Half Men Two and Half Men Two and Half Men Two and Half Men Two and Half Men Two and Half Men

 OWN 18 189 279 House Hunters House Hunters Love & Marriage: Huntsville Love & Marriage: Huntsville (N) Love & Marriage: DC (N) Nightcap Nightcap Love & Marriage: Huntsville

 A&E 19 118 265 The First 48 Å The First 48 “Runner Runner” Å The First 48: Scared Silent (N) Å First Blood (N) Å (:01) Panic 9-1-1 (N) Å (:04) The First 48 “Missing” Å

 HALL 20 185 312 “Christmas Under Wraps” (2014) Candace Cameron Bure. Å (DVS) “On the 12th Date of Christmas” (2020, Romance) Mallory Jansen. Å (DVS) “A Christmas Treasure” (2021) Jordin Sparks, Michael Xavier. Å (DVS)

 FX 22 136 248 (4:30) ››› “Sing” (2016) Å ››‡ “Despicable Me 3” (2017) Voices of Steve Carell, Kristen Wiig. Å ››‡ “Despicable Me 3” (2017) Voices of Steve Carell, Kristen Wiig. Å ››› “Sing” (2016, Children’s) Å

 CNN 24 200 202 CNN Newsroom With Pamela Brown CNN Newsroom With Pamela Brown CNN Newsroom With Pamela Brown The Nineties “The One About TV” A wide range of television shows. Å The Nineties “The Information Age”

 TNT 25 138 245 (5:43) ›››‡ “Star Wars: The Last Jedi” (2017, Science Fiction) Mark Hamill, Carrie Fisher, Adam Driver. Å (DVS) ››‡ “Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker” (2019) Carrie Fisher. Rey and her allies battle Kylo Ren and the First Order.

 NIK 26 170 299 (5:00) SpongeBob SquarePants Å ››› “The SpongeBob SquarePants Movie” (2004) Å SpongeBob Friends Å Friends Å Friends Å Friends Å Friends Å (:35) Friends Å

 PARMT 28 168 241 (5:30) Yellowstone Yellowstone “A Monster Is Among Us” Yellowstone The heat turns up on Rip. (:27) Yellowstone (Part 2 of 2) Å (:28) Yellowstone “A Thundering” (:29) Yellowstone “New Beginnings” Yellowstone Å

 MY-TV 29 32 - The Three Stooges The Three Stooges The Three Stooges The Three Stooges Svengoolie “Attack of the Puppet People” A lonely dollmaker, shrinks people. Sventoonie (N) Batman Å Star Trek Back in time to 1960s Earth.

 DISN 31 172 290 Big City Greens Big City Greens Big City Greens Big City Greens Big City Greens Big City Greens Molly McGee Molly McGee Big City Greens Big City Greens Big City Greens Ladybug & Cat

 LIFE 32 108 252 “He’s Not Worth Dying For” (2022, Drama) Robin Givens, Hilda Martin. Å “Jailbreak Lovers” (2022, Drama) Catherine Bell, Tom Stevens. Premiere. Å (:13) TextMeWhenYouGetHome Å (:07) Sleeping With a Killer Å

 USA 33 105 242 Austin Dillon ››‡ “Fast Five” (2011, Action) Vin Diesel. Dom Toretto and company ramp up the action in Brazil. (:15) ››‡ “Fast Five” (2011, Action) Vin Diesel. Dom Toretto and company ramp up the action in Brazil. Å (DVS)

 BET 34 124 329 (5:30) ››› “Friday” (1995, Comedy) Ice Cube, Chris Tucker, Nia Long. Å ›› “Next Friday” (2000) Ice Cube, Mike Epps. A young man lives with kin who won the lottery. Å ›‡ “Friday After Next” (2002) Ice Cube, Mike Epps. Å

 ESPN 35 140 206 SportsCenter (N) (Live) Å SportsCenter Å  UFC 276: Adesanya vs. Cannonier - Prelims (N) SportsCenter (N) (Live) Å SportsCenter (N) (Live) Å

 ESPN2 36 144 209 d NBA California Classic: Lakers vs Heat  CFL Football Montreal Alouettes at Saskatchewan Roughriders. From Mosaic Stadium in Regina, Saskatchewan. (N) 30 for 30 30 for 30

 SUNSP 37 - - a MLB Baseball Tampa Bay Rays at Toronto Blue Jays. From Rogers Centre in Toronto. (N) Rays Postgame Rays All-Access Fight Sports: Boxing

 DISCV 38 182 278 Naked and Afraid “Alligator Alley” Naked and Afraid “Terror in Tanzania” Naked and Afraid Å (DVS) Naked and Afraid “23 Days” Å Naked and Afraid “Hell or High Water” Naked and Afraid “Man vs. Amazon”

 TBS 39 139 247 ››› “Independence Day” (1996) Will Smith, Bill Pullman. Earthlings vs. evil aliens in 15-mile-wide ships. Å (DVS) Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Wipeout Å (DVS)

 HLN 40 202 204 Very Scary People (Part 1 of 2) Å Very Scary People (Part 2 of 2) Å Very Scary People Å Very Scary People Å Very Scary People (Part 1 of 2) Å Very Scary People (Part 2 of 2) Å

 FNC 41 205 360 Fox Report With Jon Scott (N) Å Gutfeld! Å One Nation With Brian Kilmeade (N) Unfiltered With Dan Bongino (N) Å Lawrence Jones Cross Country (N) One Nation With Brian Kilmeade Å

 E! 45 114 236 (4:30) ››› “Forgetting Sarah Marshall” ››› “Pitch Perfect” (2012) Anna Kendrick. College students enter an a cappella competition. Å ››› “Pitch Perfect” (2012) Anna Kendrick. College students enter an a cappella competition. Å

 TRAVEL 46 196 277 Ghost Hunters “The Girl With No Eyes” Ghost Hunters “Wraiths of Winchester” Ghost Hunters “Moonshiner Spirits” Ghost Hunters “The Shadow Man” (N) Portals to Hell (Season Finale) (N) Portals to Hell Å

 HGTV 47 112 229 Fixer to Fabulous Å (DVS) Fixer to Fabulous Å Love It or List It Å Love It or List It “1970s Drab to Fab” Love It or List It “Bachelor Pad Blues” Love It or List It “A One Story Story”

 TLC 48 183 280 Dr. Pimple Popper Dr. Pimple Popper “Eggs Lipoma” Dr. Pimple Popper (DVS) Dr. Pimple Popper “My Third Eye” Dr. Pimple Popper “Raw Meat Mass” Dr. Pimple Popper “Alligator Skin”

 HIST 49 120 269 (3:00) Barrett-Jackson Live Auction From the Las Vegas Convention Center. (N) American Pickers Å (DVS) (:02) American Pickers Å (DVS) (:05) American Pickers “Big Tex” (:05) American Pickers “Racy Relics”

 ANPL 50 184 282 Dr. Jeff: Rocky Mountain Vet Dr. Jeff: Rocky Mountain Vet Dr. Jeff: Rocky Mountain Vet (N) (9:56) Dr. Jeff: Rocky Mountain Vet (10:56) Shark Academy (N)

 FOOD 51 110 231 Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Guy’s Road Trip Guy’s Road Trip Guy’s Road Trip Guy’s Road Trip Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners, Drive

 TBN 52 260 372 Precious Memories With Bill & Gloria In Touch With Dr. Charles Stanley Huckabee Å The Story Behind Hour of Power With Bobby Schuller Michael Youssef Huckabee Å

 FSN-FL 56 - - a MLB Baseball: Marlins at Nationals Marlins Postgame Marlins Acess Marlins Acess Marlins Acess  World Poker In the Spotlight Focused The Card Life Destination Polaris

 SYFY 58 122 244 ›› “Transformers: Dark of the Moon” ››› “Despicable Me” (2010, Children’s) Voices of Steve Carell. Premiere. Å (:15) ››› “Despicable Me 2” (2013, Children’s) Voices of Steve Carell, Kristen Wiig. Premiere. Å Transformers

 AMC 60 130 254 ››‡ “National Lampoon’s Vacation” (1983, Comedy) Chevy Chase. Å ››‡ “Sixteen Candles” (1984) Molly Ringwald, Anthony Michael Hall. Å ››› “Fast Times at Ridgemont High” (1982, Comedy) Sean Penn. Å

 COM 62 107 249 The Office Å The Office Å The Office Å The Office Å The Office Å The Office Å The Office Å The Office Å The Office Å The Office Å The Office Å (:36) The Office

 CMT 63 166 327 (5:00) ›‡ “Son-in-Law” (1993, Comedy) Pauly Shore. Å ›› “Tommy Boy” (1995) Chris Farley, David Spade. An heir tries to save his father’s business. Å ››‡ “The Longest Yard” (2005, Comedy) Adam Sandler, Chris Rock. Å

 NGWILD 108 190 283 The Incredible Dr. Pol Å The Incredible Dr. Pol “Paw & Order” Heartland Docs, DVM Å Heartland Docs, DVM Å Heartland Docs, DVM “Heart and Foal” Heartland Docs, DVM Å

 NGEO 109 186 276 To Catch a Smuggler: Colombia Å To Catch a Smuggler: Colombia Å To Catch a Smuggler: Colombia Å A Smuggler A Smuggler To Catch a Smuggler: Colombia Å To Catch a Smuggler: Colombia Å

 SCIENCE 110 193 284 What on Earth? “The Cave to Hell” What on Earth? Å What on Earth? “California Oil Inferno” A series of massive circular formations. (N) Å What on Earth? Å

 ID 111 192 285 Fatal Vows “Love Gone Bankrupt” Fatal Vows A final curtain call. Å Betrayed Joan Bent is found murdered. Betrayed “Final Curtain” Å Betrayed “Death by Design” Å Deadly Affairs Deadly Women

 SEC 743 408 611  Women’s College Basketball  College Football SEC Championship: Georgia vs Alabama.  College Softball Texas at Alabama. From Rhoads Stadium in Tuscaloosa, Ala.

 HBO 302 300 501 (5:25) ››‡ “Wonder Woman 1984” (2020, Action) Gal Gadot. ‘PG-13’ Å ››‡ “The Heat” (2013, Comedy) Sandra Bullock, Melissa McCarthy. ‘R’ Å Westworld “The Auguries” Å Pause, Sam Jay The Card Counter

 MAX 320 310 515 ›››‡ “My Cousin Vinny” (1992, Comedy) Joe Pesci, Marisa Tomei. ‘R’ Å ›› “Little Man” (2006) Shawn Wayans. ‘PG-13’ Å (:40) ››› “Hot Shots!” (1991) Charlie Sheen. ‘PG-13’ Å (:05) ››› “Hot Shots! Part Deux” Å

 SHOW 340 318 545 (5:30) The Chi ››‡ “Stillwater” (2021) Matt Damon. A man tries to prove his daughter is innocent of murder. ‘R’ ›› “The Contractor” (2022) Chris Pine. Premiere. ‘R’ Å (:45) The Chi “Overnight Celebrity” (:45) Ida Red ‘R’

www.murray.com
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Jul. 3: Olivia Munn, 
42; Andrea Barber, 46; 
Tom Cruise, 60; Montel 
Williams, 66.

SUNDAY 
BIRTHDAYS

HOROSCOPES | THE LAST WORD BY EUGENIA LAST
ARIES (March 21-April 19): Work 

with what you have to build a strong 
foundation. Put your hear t and soul 
into the people and things that matter 
to you, and you will excel. Sharing 
your intentions with someone you love 
will lead to a strong bond. ★★★★★

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Change only what’s necessar y. Keep 
the peace by avoiding situations that 
make you feel uncomfor table. Reset 
your goals, and gather the information 
that will help you incorporate what 
you enjoy doing into your ever yday 
routine. Be a leader, not a follower. 
★★ 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): An 
idea you have will help you advance. 
Put together a proposal and a list of 
people who have something unique 
to of fer. An impromptu gathering will 
lead to sensitive discussions and an 
exciting plan. Romance is on the rise. 
★★★★

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Do something that challenges you 
physically and mentally. Including a 
family member, lover or good friend 
will encourage team spirit and plans 
that lead to a vibrant, healthy lifestyle. 
Personal growth will transpire once 
you hit your groove. ★★★ 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22):  An 
energetic plan will challenge you and 
help you make positive changes to 
your life and what you pursue. Don’t 
settle for less when you can have so 
much more with a bit of ef for t and love 
in your life. ★★★ 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Do 
what you feel passionate about, and 
make a statement that will draw 
attention. Socialize, network and 
interact with people who inspire and 
motivate you to use your skills and 
attributes for a good cause. Don’t slow 

down. ★★★ 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Take 

a step in a new direction. Speak up, 
share your thoughts and find who 
wants to help. Don’t let anger or 
disappointment set in if someone 
decides not to join you. Carr y on, 
enjoy and reap the rewards. ★★★ 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Play by the rules and make necessar y 
adjustments. Find a way to make a 
dif ference for someone you love. 
Setting a good example will help you 
bring loved ones together. Honesty 
and integrity matter. ★★★★ 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
Be positive, and do your best to make 
others smile. A kind word, gesture 
or of fer will open a conversation that 
encourages you to star t something 
new. Consider how to utilize your 
space to accommodate what you want 
to pursue. ★★ 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Relax, and do something to improve 
your surroundings or relationships. 
Assess your routine, and consider what 
you can do to avoid overindulgence. 
Hang out with people who live healthy 
lifestyles and of fer sound advice. 
★★★★★

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Don’t hold back; speak up and clear the 
air if something concerns you. Evaluate 
your life, what you’ve achieved and 
what you want to do next. Put a plan 
together, and share your intentions 
with someone you love. Romance is 
encouraged. ★★★ 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Don’t 
let the little things get to you. Keep 
your eye on what matters, and walk 
away from confusing or uncomfor table 
situations. Take better care of your 
health and reputation. Someone will 
mislead you if given a chance. ★★★

DEAR ABBY

SOME LIGHT READING      
BY JEREMY NEWTON / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ

No. 0626
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 ACROSS

1 ‘‘In a word . . . awful!’’

7 Range of light that’s 
invisible to the 
human eye

12 —

20 Brand in the frozen-
foods aisle

21 Called to Bo-Peep

22 ‘‘You and me both’’

23 Strong breath 
fresheners

24 —

25 Like one of Michael 
Jackson’s hands 
when performing

26 Exams for top H.S. 
students

28 Alternative to J.F.K.

29 Skedaddles

30 Reviews negatively

31 Usual

32 Stage set?

35 Nathan who said, ‘‘I 
only regret that I 
have but one life to 
lose for my country’’

36 Locks that have been 
changed

39 Inapplicable stat for 
electric cars

40 Mark Twain, 
religiously

41 Some art supplies

42 Label on some jars

44 Hon

45 John Hancock, 
famously

48 Reef predators

49 Beast slain by 
Hercules in his 
fourth labor

50 Three-pronged letter

53 Boatloads

54 Jessica of TV’s 
‘‘Candy’’

55 Treacherous places to 
land for eagles?

57 ‘‘Mazel ____!’’

58 Moolah

60 Cocktail with an 
energy boost

61 —

62 Seedy bar

63 Listed, obsolescently

64 —

65 Tennis pro Nastase, 
the first athlete to 
sign an endorsement 
deal with Nike

66 Washington, with 
‘‘the’’

67 —

68 Hunts, with ‘‘on’’

69 Hot ____ (speaker’s 
worry)

70 Brushes are dipped 
in them

72 Small knocks

73 See-through piece

74 It’s observed at LAX 
during part of the 
year

75 Cross one’s fingers

76 Nickname for Chloe

77 Portland native, e.g.

79 What a raised hand 
might mean

80 Avid war campaigner

81 [What a snoozefest!]

82 Car in the Beach 
Boys’ ‘‘Fun, Fun, 
Fun’’

84 Sweater fuzz, e.g.

85 It can be detected 
using the ‘‘bite test’’ 
or ‘‘vinegar test’’

89 Noted slacking 
speedster

90 Not stay undefeated

93 Certain spa treatment

95 Trim

96 1988 No. 1 country 
album named for its 
singer

97 Roman god often 
depicted with a 
radiant crown

98 Zenned out

101 Two-player board 
game with spies and 
bombs

103 Bust midcrime

105 —

106 Lover of 
psychedelics, 
informally

107 Words to a silly 
goose

108 Putting on the heat?

109 Mascot who 
made his Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day 
Parade debut in 2017

110 —

111 Cinq x six

 DOWN

1 Hawkeye

2 Stand for a photograph

3 Guard

4 ‘‘Oh, shove it!’’

5 Fruity refreshments

6 What nervous eyes 
might do

7 Big name in cloud 
computing

8 Roofer’s power tool

9 Gargoyles are often 
depicted with them

10 Draw upon again

11 Sponsored content, 
essentially

12 Twisting on an axis

13 Some ice cream 
purchases

14 Heart charts, in brief

15 Cartoon frame

16 There’s a 4.75 percent 
chance of getting 
this in poker

17 Tesla and Edison, 
famously

18 Early online 
discussion forum

19 Pharma supplies

27 Lose its spark, as a 
relationship

29 Temporary solutions

33 Opening words?

34 Little troublemakers

35 Thrilling

37 ‘‘That’s a touchy 
subject’’

38 Move hurriedly

40 Utterly, in slang

42 Giggle

43 ‘‘It’s my turn’’ [or] 
Comment after 
rambling on

44 Equus africanus 
asinus, more 
familiarly

45 Marijuana strains 
said to be more 
invigorating

46 ‘‘How marvelous!’’

47 Wield authority

48 Lucky numbers in 
Chinese culture

49 Stars of the Wild West

50 Film critic Kael

51 Someone sequencing 
DNA, e.g.

52 Vacation getaway

54 Lighter fluid

55 Reach, as new heights

56 Baseball slugger, 
informally

58 Lack of harmony

59 Ready to watch later

60 Major political 
announcement 
before a convention, 
informally

62 Actor in a much-
publicized 2022 
defamation case

71 —

72 —

73 —

76 Place for a lighthouse

77 Pull off the road for 
gas or snacks, say

78 Blow away

79 Book some wedding 
entertainment

80 Tries

81 Starchy vegetable

82 Kind of roof for a tiki 
bar

83 Peter Pan’s creator

84 Opposite of a 
superstar

85 Avenger who stepped 
into the role of 
Captain America

86 Invitation on a 
wrapped gift

87 Preamble

88 Clothed, so to speak

90 Paper size

91 Japanese brew

92 Prankster’s smug 
shout

94 One might be right 
outside your window

95 Junior’s hurdle

96 Stagger about

99 ‘‘Copy ____’’

100 Surname of the 
‘‘Incredibles’’ 
superhero family

102 Nonetheless, 
poetically

103 Lowly worker, so to 
speak

104 Yell before a snap

Online subscriptions: Today’s 
puzzle and more 
than 4,000 past puzzles, 
nytimes.com/crosswords 
($39.95 a year).

Jeremy Newton, of Austin, Texas, is a software engineer who makes mobile games. He has been constructing crosswords for The 

Times since 2007, specializing in unusual themes, often with visual elements. The idea for this one occurred to him last fall while 

he was stopped at a traffic light. It took him several months, off and on, to work out all the elements. This is Jeremy’s 15th Sunday 

crossword and 22nd Times puzzle overall. — W.S.

Complete the grid so every row, column and 3 x 3 box 
contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUNDAY CROSSWORD

U N I V E R S A L

Sudoku Puzzle

DEAR ABBY: 
My stepdaughter, 
“Crystal,” has a toxic 
relationship with her 
mother. Both have 
battled alcoholism. 
The mother did some 
extreme damage that 
has ended the possibil-
ity of Crystal regaining 
custody of her 6-year-
old son. My husband 
and I hired a lawyer 
to help her fight for 
her rights, and we have 
brought her to our 
home twice. The last 
time was right out of 
the hospital after she 
nearly killed herself 
with alcohol poisoning. 

Fast-forward: Crystal 
is trying to mend her 
relationship with her 
mother, and now we 
have become second 
fiddle. What used to 
be a daily phone con-
versation happens now 
only when I call. When 
we try to visit them, 
they make excuses, 
and they have visited 
us only twice in the 
last six months. Her 
latest plan is to stay 
overnight with us and 
spend the following 
day with her mom.

We are swallowing 
our pride so we can see 
our 6-month-old grand-
daughter, but our feel-
ings are so hurt. Please 
help me take the high 
road. Do we talk to her 
or just feel crushed? 
-- WOUNDED IN 
MICHIGAN

DEAR WOUNDED: 
Your troubled step-
daughter is trying to 

mend fences with her 
mother. Try not to take 
personally that she has 
tunnel vision right 
now. I do not think you 
should address this 
with her at this time. 
Let more time elapse, 
and if her distancing 
continues, talk to her 
about it then.

DEAR ABBY: My 
husband and I live 
in southern Florida. 
My problem is our 
children, grandchil-
dren and their spous-
es. When they come 
to visit, they only eat 
certain foods and need 
“healthy this” and 
“healthy that.” I feel 
like we’re being used as 
a hotel and restaurant. 
I want to see them, but 
it is becoming exhaust-
ing. What should I do? 
-- ROLLING BACK 
THE WELCOME 
MAT

DEAR ROLLING: 
Roll back that welcome 
mat. Talk to your chil-
dren, grandchildren 
and their spouses. 
They may not realize 
the extent to which 
they have been impos-
ing on you. Tell them 
that if they have spe-
cial dietary require-

ments, they should buy 
their own foods, and 
you will make room 
in the refrigerator to 
accommodate them. If 
their presence in your 
home is becoming too 
taxing, provide a list 
of affordable hotels or 
rentals in the area they 
might consider.

DEAR ABBY: I am 
a 91-year-old, 4-foot-8 
woman who still drives 
and goes alone to shop 
and conduct business. 
My problem is I am 
frequently approached 
by strangers who want 
to “help” me. This 
frightens me because I 
cannot defend myself. 
While someone hold-
ing a door open for me 
is appreciated, I have 
no way to identify a 
purse snatcher who 
may intend to knock me 
down. How can I com-
municate that I’m capa-
ble of caring for myself 
without offending the 
person? -- GREAT-
GRANDMOTHER IN 
THE MIDWEST

DEAR GREAT-
GRANDMOTHER: 
You are not the only 
senior who has 
expressed these feel-
ings. Look the person 
in the eye and say 
firmly, “I know you 
mean well and thank 
you, but NO THANK 
YOU. I prefer to do this 
myself.”

Young mother careening 
through stressful life

Abigail Van Buren
www.dearabby.com

■ Write Dear Abby at 
www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los 
Angeles, CA 90069.

Answer for today’s cipher located under “Dear Abby” 

www.nytimes.com/crosswords
www.dearabby.com
www.dearabby.com
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T
he kid was playing 
guitar in a beer joint. 
He was pretty good, 

too. He was mid-20s, he had 
a ponytail, tattoos, and his 
face looked like someone 
dipped it in a bucket of hair. 
He was a big guy, nice-look-
ing. Maybe six-one. His 
voice had experience in it.

I was in the seating area, 
watching him work. Nobody 
else was paying attention. 
Everyone else was at the 
bar, lost in their own world. 
The male patrons were 
flirting with anything that 
moved. The female patrons 
were trying not to move.

The kid was providing 
background music. He was 
playing Merle Haggard, and 
he wasn’t just playing hits. 
This kid was playing B-side 
stuff. Such as, “This Time I 
Really Do,” “The Longer You 
Wait,” and “I’m a Lonesome 
Fugitive.”

Then he 
started playing 
Willie, Lefty 
Frizell, Tex 
Avery, Bob 
Wills, and 
Spade Cooley.

Most folks 
don’t even know 
who Spade 
Cooley is.

This kid 
deserved some-
one to pay him 
attention. Might 
as well be me.

I used to 
play music for a 
living. Just like 
him. I played 
music in rooms 
where people 
smoked fistfuls 
of Marlboros 
and laughed too 
much.

On my ply-
wood stage was 
a repurposed 
Sam’s Club 
mayonnaise jar 
labeled: TIPS.

My highest 
aspiration was 
to play a song 
that would 
inspire some-
one to leave a 
$100 bill in my 
jar.

That only happened one 
time. I have played thou-
sands of gigs in my lifetime, 
from Atlanta to Chiefland. 
But I have only played one 
gig where a man tipped a 
hundred bucks.

I was playing “Amazing 
Grace” in Pensacola, Florida. 
The man in the audience 
was weeping. His son had 
just died in a car wreck on 
I-10. The man said his son 
loved “Amazing Grace.”

The man tried to give 
me a hundred bucks, and I 
refused. Namely, because 
he had been overserved. 
His breath was potent, and 
you wouldn’t have wanted to 
light a match within 12 feet 
of him.

But the man insisted I 
take the cash, and he kept 
calling me Jonathan.

Before he left the bar, 
escorted by a cab driver, the 
man hugged me so hard he 
nearly ruptured my spleen. 
“I love you, Jonathan,” he 
said into my ear. “I love you 
so much.”

I could never bring myself 
to spend that hundred dol-
lars. It stayed in my wallet 
for decades.

My musical life all start-
ed when I was 2 years old, 
when I got my first guitar, 
which was much bigger 
than me.

By age 9, I learned how to 
play “Waltz Across Texas.” 
By age 11, I was picking 
“Faded Love” and “I’m So 
Lonesome I Could Cry.”

After my father died, I 
stayed holed up in my room 
and alternated between 
playing music and playing a 
typewriter. I did anything to 
avoid human contact.

By my teenage years, I 
was playing five nights per 
week in dim-lit rooms with 
unlevel pool tables and bath-
rooms that required a teta-
nus booster before entering.

I played through cheap, 
electrified sound 
systems that 
made my music 
sound like a guy 
playing ukelele 
through a bull-
horn.

And I enjoyed 
my work. I got 
free beer. Free 
supper. I was 
expected to 
wash my own 
dishes.

The pay was 
crummy, but 
50 bucks was 
50 bucks. And I 
didn’t have any-
thing else to do 
with my life. I 
had few friends. 
And young 
women didn’t 
want much 
to do with an 
orphan whose 
truck featured 
a front bumper 
made from a 
two-by-four.

In the day-
time, I worked 
construction 
gigs and got 
splinters in my 
fingertips. At 
night, I played 
“Walkin’ The 

Floor” until 1 a.m.
I was godawful. But I 

learned things behind a 
microphone. On a beer-joint 
stage, you see the world 
from a different angle. You 
see your fellow humans, sit-
ting in the audience, at their 
most vulnerable moments.

You see under-confident 
young women who just want 
to be noticed. You see guys 
who don’t know where else 
to go, so they come to a 
bar. You see happy people. 
Sad people. Grief stricken 
people. Fighters. Sinners. 
Pranksters. Lovers. Fathers. 
Mothers. Dancers.

You meet elderly people 
who just want someone 
to play “Misty.” You meet 
couples whose only goal 
for the night is to dance to 
“Mustang Sally,” “Rolling 
On a River” or—God help 
us all—“Brown Eyed Girl.” 
Which are songs you used 
to actually like, until you 
played them a million-and-
one times.

And even though nobody 
pays attention to you, you 
love playing music. You do 
not do it because people are 
paying attention. You play 
music because life is hard 
and ruthless and harsh. And 
the world needs more pretty 
things in it.

When the kid stopped 
playing I approached his tip 
jar. It’s been 20-odd years, 
but I finally figured out how 
to spend that money.

Beer 
joints

SEAN OF THE SOUTH

Sean Dietrich

I used to 
play music 

for a liv-
ing. Just 

like him. I 
played mu-
sic in rooms 
where peo-
ple smoked 

fistfuls of 
Marlbo-
ros and 
laughed 

too much. 
On my ply-
wood stage 

was a re-
purposed 

Sam’s Club 
mayon-

naise jar la-
beled: TIPS.

40 years of service

TONY BRITT/Lake City Reporter

Christian Service Center Executive Director Chris Walters (left) and assistant director Sadie House pose next 
to a CSC banner advertising the organization’s services.

By TONY BRITT

tbritt@lakecityreporter.com

For the past four decades, 
local residents who were 
combating food insecurity, 
needed aid paying utility 
or other bills, were in need 
of some gently used cloth-
ing or just wanted someone 
to pray with, they could 
also find a ‘friend’ at the 
Christian Service Center.

The Christian Service 
Center operates with a 
mission statement of: 
Serving those in need in 
Columbia County through 
our Christian, faith and 
resources. The local orga-
nization is celebrating its 
40th anniversary in 2022.

“I look at it as that we’ve 
been blessed to be able to 
serve our community for 
those past 40 years,” said 
Chris Walters, Christian 
Service Center Executive 
Director. “I’ve only been 
here for eight of those 
years, but of those eight, 
it’s just been an amazing 
experience to be able to just 
serve the community. Just 
the fact that there is the 

legacy that’s in Columbia 
County that we could have 
been here for 40 years.”

The Christian Service 
Center, founded in 
February 1982 and incor-
porated on July 11, 1982, is 
an outreach ministry of the 
Body of Christ to minister 
to the emergency needs 
of families in Columbia 
County. Seven church-
es came together to give 
their financial support and 
to provide a central loca-
tion for the families visit 
in seeking services. The 
Christian Service Center 
was designed to be a place 
where all churches could 
send people seeking help 
so there was no duplica-
tion of services. With every 
visit, each client is offered 
prayer and a Bible, if they 
so choose.

The Christian Service 
Center, located on the cor-
ner of Washington Avenue 
and Hilton Street, works 
inter-denominationally with 
local churches as well as 
other service agencies to 
accomplish its mission.

The Christian Service 

Center also has a resale gift 
shop that’s open two days a 
week with all the proceeds 
going toward the purchase 
of food.

Each year the Christian 
Service Center holds 
special events to give 
out Christmas toys and 
Christmas baskets, back-
to-school shoe giveaways 
and garage sales.

Walters said the agency 
was founded because the 
founders noticed that indi-
viduals were going to local 
churches, from one church 
to another, trying to get the 
same services.

“They (founders) want-
ed to be here as an out-
let,” Walters said. “From 
the beginning of it was to 
actually serve the churches 
themselves, rather than an 
individual go from church 
to church, they could send 
that individual to the cen-
ter and the churches them-
selves could say ‘we sup-
port the center.’”

Today the Christian 
Service Center provides 
food, clothing, offer par-
tial help with utility bills, 

gasoline (in some circum-
stances), prescriptions, 
household items and the 
agency can also help with 
furniture if there’s been a 
flood, fire or some other 
form of emergency.

“I think over the years, 
the biggest change that 
we’ve made is rather than 
just be here to primarily 
give out physical items or 
support temporary needs 
for individuals, we work 
toward getting to the root 
of the cause of what the 
situation maybe, to where 
we don’t become an orga-
nization that just sustains 
what might be going on 
in their life,” Walters said. 
“We actually ask the tough 
questions and have those 
conversations with the indi-
viduals so that we can get 
to the root of the problem 
and we can help them from 
there and then move for-
ward, rather than just give 
those temporary items to 
help just for that point in 
time. We do help individu-
als at that point when they 

COURTESY

A photo taken from before construction began on the new site of the Christian Service Center at the inter-
section of NW Hilton Ave. and NW Washington St.

SERVICE continued on 3C

CSC celebrates four decades of community giving 
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