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Campaign season will have to 
wait.

The North Florida Political 
Rally, which was scheduled for 

the Richardson 
C o m m u n i t y 
Center on 
Saturday eve-
ning, has been 
pushed back to 
July 9.

L a w r e n c e 
Davis, one of the organizers of 
the event, which is sponsored by 
the Justice and Equality Coalition 
and the Richardson Community 
Center Advisory Board, had to be 
moved when some of the expect-
ed candidates had a sudden shift 
in their schedules.

“It’s not canceled, it’s not been 
postponed, we just had to resched-
ule it,” Davis said Thursday.
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Teen arrested for October slaying
Staff report

A Lake City teenager 
was arrested Thursday in 
connection with an October 
shooting death at the Cedar 
Park Apartment complex.

Antarious R. Fluellen, Jr., 

15, was taken into custody 
Thursday afternoon, Greg 
Burnsed, a Lake City Police 
spokesman, said Thursday 
evening.

Fluellen is facing charges 
in connection with the 
shooting death of Cameron 
Devores Minter, 17, of Lake 
City.

According to the LCPD, on 
Oct. 26, 2021, officers were 

dispatched to the Cedar Park 
Apartments 
at 9:54 p.m. 
to inves-
tigate the 
report of a 
person who 
had been 
shot.

Upon arrival, officers 
reportedly found the homi-
cide victim, Minter, lying 

on the grass with a gunshot 
wound to 
the head. 
O f f i c e r s 
b e g a n 
rendering 
aid and 
life-saving 
m e a s u r e s 

including CPR on the scene 
and Minter was taken by 
ambulance to a local hos-

pital, where he later suc-
cumbed to his injury.

Reports said authorities 
also found another gun-
shot wound victim while 
investigating the scene. 
The second victim, whose 
identity was not released, 
was struck by a bullet fired 
through an apartment win-
dow. That victim was treat-
ed and released from an 

area hospital.
“We should have been 

able to do something that 
night, I wished,” Burnsed 
said of the arrest in the 
six-month-old case. 
“Investigators on this case 
have worked hard, put a lot 
of time into it, interviewed a 
lot of people, followed a lot 

LCPD: Fluellen, 
15, in custody on 
homicide warrant.

Fluellen Minter
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There won’t be a shortage of things 
to do in Lake City this weekend.

There will be new homes to tour. 
There’s also an event designed to let 

children release some pent-up energy 
while raising funds for a good cause, as 
well as a race to remember a beloved 
teenager lost too soon.

And on top of all that, there are a 
pair of travel ball tournaments expect-
ed to bring more than 100 youth teams 

to Columbia County.
A lazy weekend this is not.

GRACE’S RACE

The busy weekend begins early 

News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE — Florida 
continues to see unemployment 
claims roll in at a pre-pandemic 
pace as new data showed aspects 
of inflation possibly slowing.

But that trend has not been 

reflected at gas pumps, where 
the average cost of a gallon of 
regular unleaded gas in Florida 
was $4.40 on Thursday — a 
record high, according to the 
AAA auto club.

The average price Thursday 
was 22 cents higher than a week 
earlier and topped the previous 
high of $4.38 a gallon on March 
11, AAA said in information post-
ed online. In Columbia County, 

the average gallon was $4.32 on 
Thursday, according to AAA, 
with gas costing $4.27 on aver-
age in Hamilton County, $4.37 
in Lafayette County and $4.38 in 
Suwannee County.

“Gasoline futures soared to 
a new record high last week,” 
AAA spokesman Mark Jenkins 
said in a statement Monday. 
“The increase is attributed to a 
combination of factors, including 

steady weekly declines in gas-
oline supplies and expectations 
that summer fuel demand will far 
outpace what we saw last year.”

AAA is projecting a surge in sum-
mer demand for travel. Though 
that could affect gas prices, it 
might be a good sign for Florida’s 
hospitality and leisure industry, 
which took a huge hit early in the 

Gas prices hit new record high
State average $4.40 
Thursday; $4.32 price 
at Columbia pumps.
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On May 13, 1930, a 
man was killed when 
caught in an open field 
during a hailstorm 
northwest of Lubbock, 
Texas. It was the first 
and perhaps the only 
authentic death by hail 
in United States 
weather records.
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Scripture of the Day
“Who can find a virtuous woman? for her 
price is far above rubies.”
    — Proverbs 31:10, 27-28 (KJV)

Tears of joy are like the summer rain drops 
pierced by sunbeams.
           — Hosea Ballou, 1771-1852, American 
clergyman

Thought for Today

Winning Lottery Numbers
Pick 3: (Wednesday p.m.) 1-0-3
Pick 4: (Wednesday p.m.) 4-5-2-9
Fantasy 5: (Wednesday) 7-8-18-19-33

QUICK HITS

Submissions
The Lake City Reporter accepts photographs and 
caption information to run at the discretion of the 
editor. If you would like to see your organization in 
the newspaper, send the picture and information 
to Editor Jamie Wachter at 
jwachter@lakecityreporter.com.

Citrus forecast gets boost in down year
The troubled Florida citrus industry received a little 

sunshine Thursday, but the amount of fruit produced 
this growing season remains far below average and 
expectations.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture released 
updated estimates that showed growers are on pace 
to produce just over 5% more oranges than forecast 
a month ago. That was the first time the monthly es-
timate went up this season. Meanwhile, the estimate 
of grapefruit production was down 5.5% in the new 
forecast, and the outlook for specialty crops went 
unchanged.

Overall, the estimates are down more than 14% 
since the season’s first forecast in October and would 
result in the lowest harvest in more than eight de-
cades.

Shannon Shepp, executive director of the Florida 
Department of Citrus, called the increase in the new 
forecast “something to be proud of.” Among other 
things, growers had to deal this year with a winter 
freeze.

“We are nowhere near where we once were, but 
it is clear there is a vast number of dedicated people 
working together to figure out what recovery looks 
like,” Shepp said in a statement.

The industry has seen production drop for nearly 
two decades because of residential and commercial 
development, foreign imports, changes in bever-
age-consumption habits and, since 2005, an incur-
able bacterial disease known as citrus greening.

— News Service of Florida
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Council interested in 
‘clean’ up of Live Oak

LCPD: Woman 
threatened DV 
shelter with bomb
Staff report

A Lake City woman was 
arrested after police say 
she threatened to detonate 

a bomb 
inside a 
domestic 
v i o l e n c e 
shelter. 

Janic ia 
L a s h e l l e 
D a v i s , 

30, is being charged after 
threatening staff members 
with physical violence 
as well as telling them 
she intended to blow up 
the building on May 5, 
according to a Lake City 
Police Department report 
released Thursday. 

The report stated that 
Davis accused staff mem-
bers at Another Way, Inc. 
of stealing her belongings. 
One staff member told 
police that after leaving 
and coming back to the 
building, Davis threatened 
another staffer by saying 
“I will kick your a**,” and 
“I will use the bomb I have 
in my backpack and every-
one would be hurt,” while 
she sat on a counter. 

A different staff member 
gave the same recollection 
of the narrative, adding 
that they questioned Davis 
about the bomb, asking if 
it was real, to which Davis 
replied “Yes.”

When officers arrived at 
the scene and walked up to 
the building, they were told 
that Davis had returned, 
according to the report. 
The officers then backed up 
and began calling for Davis 
to come out. She did so, 
obeying the officers’ com-
mands while raising her 
hands above her head as 
officers drew a bead on her 
with their firearms. Davis 
continued cooperating and 
was arrested without any 
further incident. 

When officers ques-
tioned her at the scene, 
Davis said she didn’t have 
a bomb, but instead had 
been given a light bulb, 
according to the report. 

Davis is being charged 
with a second-degree 
felony for threatening 
to discharge a destruc-
tive device. She was also 
issued a trespass warning 
from Another Way.

By JAMIE WACHTER

jwachter@lakecityreporter.com

LIVE OAK — The Live Oak City 
Council wants to “clean this town up.”

After a discussion at its regular 
meeting Tuesday night, the council 

agreed to set a work-
shop for May 24 to 
further discuss the 
code enforcement 
process and how it 
could be used to rid 
the city of blighted 
areas.

Council President Don Allen 
brought up the agenda after seeing 
an article in “Florida Trend” about 
success the City of St. Petersburg has 
had turning vacant lots into affordable 
housing. Allen wanted to know what 
needed to happen for Live Oak to start 
implementing a similar system.

“I think that’s a wonderful thing 
if we could do it here in Live Oak,” 
Allen said, adding the city had plenty 
of “eye sores.”

City Attorney Fred Koberlein told 
Allen and the council that it already 
has all the tools necessary to force 
property owners to clean up their 
parcels or, possibly, lose the proper-
ties through a code enforcement lien 
foreclosure.

However, Koberlein advised it can 
be a costly endeavor, noting it usu-
ally is around $3,000 per property 
to go through the process until the 
city could put the properties on the 
market for someone to develop. He 
suggested a workshop so the council 
could better educate themselves on 
the process as well as the budget 
impact it would take.

Councilor Lynda Owens had also 
asked about a workshop after noting 
she proposed a similar idea a year 

ago, but received no support.
“What changed,” Owens asked, 

also curious where exactly the city 
would be putting forth its cleanup 
efforts. She then also said the rest of 
the council should looking into the 
process more before “we take peo-
ple’s land.”

Allen said he wasn’t looking at tak-
ing any property specifically.

“We don’t need a rat-infested, 
snake-infested piece of property,” he 

said. “I’m just saying 
we need to clean this 
town up.”

“The city needs 
to clean up what 
it owns,” Owens 
replied. “We need to 
first start at home, 

with our own.”
Councilman Mark Stewart said 

he agreed that overgrown vacant 
lots needed to be cleaned to benefit 
the city. However, Stewart said any 
efforts the city puts forth need to 
make sense economically for the city.

On that front, Koberlein advised it 
wouldn’t happen quickly.

“It becomes profitable a year or 
two down the road when the neigh-
borhoods see development,” he said. 

CITY RECEIVES CLEAN AUDIT
Ryan Tucker with Purvis, Gray & 

Company provided the city’s audit 
report at Tuesday’s meeting as well, 
thanking Finance Director Joanne 
Luther and her staff for helping the 
process run smoothly.

Tucker also commended the city 
on the strides it has made in recent 
years.

During his presentation, Tucker 
pointed out that in 2013 the city had 
just $94,000 in its unassigned fund 
balance reserves, which he described 
as a “desperate situation.”

This past year, that was up to $3.3 
million.

“Your overall financial position has 
improved significantly,” he said.

Workshop scheduled on 
code enforcement process 
to rid city of ‘eye sores.’

Allen Owens

Davis
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By TONY BRITT

tbritt@lakecityreporter.com

A group of Columbia High 
School seniors received an 
early graduation present 
Thursday.

The 20 students, select-
ed by school officials, were 
each given a “Basket of 
Love” to begin their college 
career in upcoming weeks.

Sonical Mitchell, Core 
Civic Lake City Correctional 
Facility classification super-
visor, unintentionally start-
ed the program in 2018 
while creating a basket for 
her son who was about to 
leave home for college.

Mitchell’s son played 
high school baseball at 
Madison County where 
he was on a team with 13 
seniors.

“I was trying to figure 
out a gift to give to all the 
seniors that were going 
off to college, and to help 
the parents I decided to do 
what I called ‘Baskets of 
Love,’” she said.

The baskets contained 
laundry detergent, paper 
towels, tissue, deodorant, 
toothpaste, toothbrush-
es and a variety of other 
household accessories and 
personal hygiene items that 
the new college students 
can use in their first month 
of college.

“I felt like the items 
would give them a fresh 
start to get them started in 
college,” she said.  

A group of Core Civic 
Lake City Correctional 
Facility employees donated 
similar “Baskets of Love” to 
the CHS seniors Thursday 
morning.

“This makes our fourth 
year,” Mitchell said of the 
contributions from Core 
Civic, noting that she felt 
like the concept was worth 
becoming an annual tradi-
tion for local high school 
seniors.

“I love giving,” she said. 
“I know that this helps the 
students and the parents 
and I just liked seeing the 
smiles on their faces when 

I did it.”
Mitchell became so 

enraptured with the baskets 
that one year she donat-
ed 150 baskets to students, 
purchasing the items with 
her own income.

She said when her 
employer, Core Civic, found 
out she was creating the bas-
kets they told her they liked 
the idea and wanted her to 
bring it to Columbia County.

“When I started doing it 
in Columbia County, they 

said, ‘we’re going to support 
our county, we’re going to 
give to our county — we 
got you,’” she said, noting 
the new administrator also 
helps her with the program 
in Madison County.

Kyndall Curry was one 
of the seniors who was 
given one of the baskets 
Thursday.

“I’m very appreciative,” 
the 18-year old said. “This is 
going to be very helpful the 
first month. That’s probably 

when you’re just getting set-
tled and trying to get used 
to everything. To not have 
to worry about the common 
commodities, as far as neces-
sities, I’m real grateful that 
these people even thought to 
do this for us.”

Junior Brown was also 
impressed with the items 
packed in the “Baskets of 
Love” and noted that the 
items were not just for the 
first month.

“That first month is when 
you’re scrambling to get 
everything. If you’re already 
set with this, you can focus 
on the actual important 
stuff,” he said. “The best 
part is they didn’t go cheap 
on this. A lot of this stuff 
is actually nice stuff, as 
opposed to a lot of time 
people go, ‘We ran by the 
Dollar Tree.’ They actually 
put some time into this.”
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TOWN OF FORT WHITE FIRST 

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Town of Fort White is considering applying to the Florida Department of Economic 
Opportunity (DEO) for one or more Small Cities Community Development Block 
Grants (CDBG) for the FFY 2020-2021 (and/or 2022) CDBG program year. Each grant 
is expected to not exceed $600,000. CDBG funds may be used for one of the following 
purposes: 1. To benefit low- and-moderate-income persons; 2. To aid in the prevention 
or elimination of slums or blight; or 3. To meet other community development needs of 
recent origin having a particular urgency because existing conditions pose a serious and 
immediate threat to the health or welfare of the community and where other financial 
resources are not available to meet such needs. The categories of activities for which these 
funds may be used are in the areas of housing, neighborhood revitalization, commercial 
revitalization, or economic development and include such improvement activities as 
acquisition of real property, loans to private-for-profit business, purchase of machinery 
and equipment, construction of infrastructure, planning/design, rehabilitation of houses 
and commercial buildings, and energy conservation.

In developing an application for submission to DEO, the Town must plan to minimize 
displacement of persons as a result of CDBG activities. In addition, the Town is required 
to develop a plan to assist displaced persons. A public hearing to receive citizen views 
concerning the community’s economic and community development needs will be held 
on Monday, May 23, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as may be heard, at the Town 
of Fort White Town Hall located at 118 SW Wilson Springs Rd, Fort White, FL 32038. For 
more information concerning the public hearing contact Connie Brecheen, Town Clerk at 
386-497-2321. Ms. Brecheen may also be contacted by email at clerk@fortwhitefl.com or 
by postal service P.O. Box 129, Fort White, Florida 32038.

The public hearing will be conducted in a handicapped accessible location. Any 
handicapped person requiring an interpreter for the hearing impaired or the visually 
impaired or requiring any other special accommodation should contact the Town at 
the phone number listed above at least five calendar days prior to the meeting so that 
arrangements can be made for an interpreter or other special accommodation. To access 
a Telecommunication Device for Deaf Persons (TDD) please call (1-800-877-8339). Any 
non-English speaking person wishing to attend the public hearing should contact the 
Town at the phone number listed above so that arrangements for a language interpreter 
can be made.

A FAIR HOUSING/EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/HANDICAP ACCESS JURISDICTION

Construction/Debris Containers Available

755-7060
15 yd. • 20 yd. • 30 yd. • 40 yd.

Delivered to your job site today.

SRWMD backs Lake City, Fort White springs projects

Staff report

LIVE OAK — The 
Suwannee River Water 
Management District 
Governing Board rec-
ommended nine North 
Florida springs protec-
tion projects that will 
total approximately $14.1 
million, including a pair 
of Columbia County proj-
ects and one in Hamilton 
County.

SRWMD staff consid-
ered a total of 17 projects 
before recommending 
nine projects be sent to 
the Florida Department of 

Environmental Protection 
for review and selection, 
which the board approved 
at its Tuesday meeting. 
Recommended projects 
include five local govern-
ment projects, one dairy 
project, and three dis-
trictwide projects.

Among the recommend-
ed projects are a $6.1 mil-
lion recharge wetland 
expansion for the City of 
Lake City. The project pro-
poses to expand the city’s 
existing recharge wetland 
by adding a 53-acre treat-
ment and recharge area to 
reduce nitrogen in treated 
wastewater. 

That project would begin 
at the start of 2023 and is 
expected to last until the 

end of 2028, according to 
district information.

T h e 
o t h e r 
C o l u m b i a 
C o u n t y 
project is a 
$1.48 mil-
lion region-
al wastewa-
ter treat-

ment facility for the Town 
of Fort White and south-
ern Columbia County. The 
proposed project would 
be the second phase of 
a wastewater treatment 
plant —  the first has 
already been funded —  to 
expand wastewater service 
to other portions of town, 
including both Fort White 
Elementar y and For t 

White High schools and 
the residential area.

In Hamilton County, the 
Town of White Springs was 
recommended $500,000 
for a wastewater treat-
ment facility effluent flow-
through pond, which would 
improve water quality with 
reclaimed wastewater and 
water recharge. According 
to water management proj-
ect information, the project 
would address a consent 
order issued by DEP for 
the town to reduce nitrogen 
levels.

“With more than 450 
springs in our region, it is 
critical that we work with 
local governments and our 
community partners to pro-
tect our springs through 

projects like these,” Hugh 
Thomas, SRWMD exec-
utive director, said in a 
release. 

“These funds help us 
ensure the protection 
and preservation of our 
water resources for our 
local communities and we 
appreciate the Governor 
and Legislature for approv-
ing funding to protect the 
springs of our state.” 

According to the district, 
the project development 
process is a collaborative 
effort with FDEP, water 
management districts, com-
munity leaders, and local 
stakeholders. Projects are 
selected based on benefits 
for improving water quality, 
increasing water flow, and 

protecting Florida’s iconic 
springs. 

Other recommended 
projects include $2 million 
for agricultural springs pro-
tection across the district; 
$300,000 for dispersed stor-
age for recharge and alter-
native water supply across 
the distrct; $2.5 million to 
convert a Fanning Springs 
dairy from grazing to frees-
tall barns; $800,000 for a 
lime rock mine acquisition 
in High Springs; $250,000 
in rebates for property 
owners to upgrade septic 
tank systems in Alachua 
County; and $200,000 to 
evaluate silviculture prac-
tices across the district 
to increase groundwater 
recharge.

$7.5M in funding 
would go to expand 
wastewater efforts.

Thomas

Trent Linn (from left), Lake City Correctional Facility 
Core Civic business manager, Daniel Taylor, Columbia 
High School principal Trey Hosford and Sonical 
Mitchell, local “baskets of love” onto trailers Thursday 
morning at Columbia High School.

CHS seniors showered with ‘Baskets of Love’
Core Civic donates 
items to help 
group start college.

Photos by TONY BRITT/Lake City Reporter

Male Columbia students who received “baskets of love” Thursday morning pose for a photo with Lake City 
Correctional Facility Core Civic staff and Columbia High principal Trey Hosford.

www.drummondbank.com


 

T
he Cook Report’s Amy Walter 
points out that whether for-
mer President Donald Trump 

takes another run at the Oval 
Office or not, the 2024 presiden-
tial election will have at least one 
unusual feature. If President Joe 
Biden runs for re-election and wins 
the Democratic nomination, he’ll 
extend his own record for oldest 
major-party nominee. If he doesn’t 
run? Walter calculates that the last 
person who originally achieved the 
presidency though election and 
then chose not to run again was 
James Buchanan in 1860.

That’s a bit tricky; before the two-
term limitation kicked in in 1951, 
the presidents who opted against 
running for a third term would 
count, which would make choosing 
not to run a bit more common. But 
it’s tricky for another reason, too.

Some of those who didn’t run 
were interested in remaining in the 
White House — but their parties 
did not share that interest. And 
before 1968, it was even harder to 
judge who was really a candidate 
than it is now. There were presiden-
tial primaries starting in the 20th 
century, but before the electoral 
reforms of the 1960s they were 
optional opportunities for candi-
dates to prove their popularity to 
party actors, and sitting presidents 
and other strong candidates didn’t 
enter them. The real action hap-
pened at national party conventions 
and shortly before it, and candi-
dates who flopped might never have 
much of a public record of their 
candidacies at all.

It’s similar to how, nowadays, if 
a politician gives a few speeches 
in Iowa and New Hampshire but 
never advances beyond that stage, 
it’s hard to know whether to classify 
that as lack of interest by the candi-
date or by the party. If retiring pres-
idents such as Lyndon Johnson in 
1968 and Woodrow Wilson in 1920 
are better classified as having run 
and dropped out than not running 
at all, then Biden not running would 
be an even rarer event.

Unless, of course, Biden himself 
is in that boat — currently running 
without saying so, and leaving the 
option of a graceful retirement alive 
if things look bleak.

We don’t and can’t know at this 

point. Whatever Biden is thinking, 
it’s made sense up to this point for 
the success of his presidency for 
him to act as if he’s running for 
re-election. Otherwise, he’d be a 

lame duck, and that would cost him 
influence.

At some point — probably some-
where between the midterms this 
November and, say, early 2023 — 
Biden will have to declare one way 
or the other, because his party will 
need an answer. Up to that point, 
everyone is just going to have to 
wait.

Walter also raises the possibility 
of a nomination challenge. I’ve spec-
ulated in the past that the magic 
number in presidential approval 
rating necessary to spark a serious 
nomination challenge to a president 
seeking re-election is around 40% 
(Biden is now at about 42%).

It’s not so much that any presi-
dent doing better than that is proba-
bly popular enough within the party 
to defeat a challenge. It’s that as 
long as the president is perceived 
within the party as having a decent 
chance of being re-elected, the risks 
of internal squabbling — and the 
risks of taking on a president and 
losing — are just too large. As long 
as almost all party actors follow that 
logic, it’s unlikely that a challenge 
will build momentum. My strong 
guess would be that a serious nom-
ination battle involving Biden that 
would stretch into the primaries is 

unlikely. If he’s unpopular enough 
that his hold on the nomination is in 
trouble, he’ll surely just announce 
that he won’t seek a second term.

If Biden does remain unpopular, 
however, the conditions would be 
close to what has previously set the 
stage for a serious third-party or 
independent campaign. Those have 
usually happened when a sitting 
president is eligible to run but has 
weak electoral prospects.

That situation was present for 
the comparatively strong runs of 
Ross Perot in 1992, John Anderson 
in 1980, George Wallace in 1968, 
Strom Thurmond and Henry 
Wallace in 1948 and former pres-
ident Teddy Roosevelt in 1912. 
(Perot’s second campaign, in 1996, 
was far less successful than his 
1992 run; had he run for the first 
time that year, when a popular 
Bill Clinton was on the ballot, it’s 
unlikely he would have gone any-
where at all.)

The logic is simple: There are 
available voters who supported 
the president four years earlier 
but have moved away from the 
incumbent, while out-parties often 
seem disorganized and un-presi-
dential, especially early in their own 
nominating process. There’s no 
guarantee that a third-party or inde-
pendent candidacy would launch in 
those circumstances; a contender 
would need a lot of money, fame 
and political skills to produce a real 
campaign. But if Biden is a bit more 
unpopular and is still running next 
year, the conditions would be right 
for it.

Early presidential retirements, 
serious nomination challenges and 
significant third-party or indepen-
dent campaigns are all usually the 
consequence of presidential weak-
ness, not the cause of it. Perhaps 
things could be different this time 
— certainly, Biden could choose 
not to run in 2024 for health or age 
reasons even if he’s far more pop-
ular than he is now. But otherwise, 
the logic of the situation probably 
hasn’t changed.
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N
ew homes continue to pop up all across Columbia 
County.

This weekend, some of the best of that new 
construction will be on parade for everyone to see.

The 2022 Parade of Homes runs from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Saturday and noon to 4 p.m. Sunday. Seven homes 
are featured on this year’s parade and tours are free for 
each. A map is printed in today’s Lake City Reporter.

All seven houses were built by local builders. They 
live here and work here, in our community. They take 
pride every day in helping these houses take shape and 
become someone’s dream home. One of these could be 
your dream home. Or your dream home may be next.

The Parade of Homes is a can’t-miss event. It’s easy to 
take part in and at no cost, to support the efforts of our 
local builders who churn money into the local economy.

The builders will be on hand to meet and greet vis-
itors, answering questions and showing off the latest 
trends and amenities that make these homes sparkle.

Visitors attending the parade can also meet financial 
experts and receive guidance on the best building or 
renovation loans available today.

There’s a wealth of information and benefit available 
from the parade.

Make sure you don’t miss it.

The Lake City Reporter is published with pride 
for residents of Columbia and  surrounding coun‑
ties by Community Newspapers Inc.

We believe strong newspapers build strong  
communities —‑“Newspapers get things done!”

Our primary goal is to publish  distinguished and 
profitable community‑ oriented newspapers. 

This  mission will be accomplished through the 
teamwork of professionals dedicated to truth, 
integrity and hard work.

This parade is a 
can’t miss event

n Associated Press

Whatever Biden is thinking, 
it’s made sense up to this 

point for the success of his 
presidency for him to act as 

if he’s running for re-elec-
tion. Otherwise, he’d be a 

lame duck, and that would 
cost him influence.

Is Biden going to seek re-election?

T O D A Y  I N  H I S T O R Y
On this date:

In 1607, English colonists arrived by ship at the site of 
what became the Jamestown settlement in Virginia (the 
colonists went ashore the next day).

In 1914, heavyweight boxing champion Joe Louis was 
born in Lafayette, Alabama.

In 1917, three shepherd children reported seeing a 
vision of the Virgin Mary near Fatima, Portugal; it was 
the first of six such apparitions that the children claimed 
to have witnessed.

In 1940, in his first speech as British prime minister, 
Winston Churchill told Parliament, “I have nothing to 
offer but blood, toil, tears and sweat.”

In 1972, 118 people died after fire broke out at the 
Sennichi Department Store in Osaka, Japan.

In 1973, in tennis’ first so-called “Battle of the Sexes,” 
Bobby Riggs defeated Margaret Court 6-2, 6-1 in 
Ramona, California. (Billie Jean King soundly defeated 
Riggs at the Houston Astrodome in September.)

In 1981, Pope John Paul II was shot and seriously 
wounded in St. Peter’s Square by Turkish assailant 
Mehmet Ali Agca.

In 1985, a confrontation between Philadelphia author-
ities and the radical group MOVE ended as police 
dropped a bomb onto the group’s row house, igniting a 
fire that killed 11 people and destroyed 61 homes.

In 1994, President Bill Clinton nominated federal 
appeals Judge Stephen G. Breyer to the U.S. Supreme 
Court to replace retiring Justice Harry A. Blackmun; 
Breyer went on to win Senate confirmation.

In 2002, President George W. Bush announced that he 
and Russian President Vladimir Putin would sign a treaty 
to shrink their countries’ nuclear arsenals by two-thirds.

In 2016, the Obama administration issued a directive 
requiring public schools to permit transgender students 
to use bathrooms and locker rooms consistent with their 
chosen gender identity.

In 2019, Doris Day, the sunny blond film star and sing-
er who appeared in comedic roles opposite Rock Hudson 
and Cary Grant in the 1950s and 1960s, died at her 
California home at the age of 97.

2024 presidential election already strange

Jonathan Bernstein
www.bloomberg.com

n Jonathan Bernstein is a Bloomberg 
Opinion columnist covering politics and 
policy. He taught political science at the 
University of Texas at San Antonio and 
DePauw University and wrote A Plain 
Blog About Politics.

H
ow on earth does one spark 
controversy from that bland-
est of government creations, 

the internal working group?
One way is to give it a 

scary, Orwellian name like the 
Disinformation Governance Board.

That is the dystopian moniker the 
Department of Homeland Security 
chose to bestow upon a group that 
it now insists has no operational 
authority.

It was in late April that Secretary 
of Homeland Security Alejandro 
Mayorkas publicly touted creation 
of the board as critical in combating 
propaganda, or false information 
intended to deceive or manipulate 
the public. “We’ve just established a 
mis- and disinformation governance 
board,” he testified to a House 
subcommittee. The board, he said, 
would “more effectively combat this 
threat not only to election security 
but to our homeland security.”

Now, there is little question that 
propaganda, or disinformation, is 
an insidious player in American 
politics and has been for years. 
Through social media its effects 
have become pervasive. 

The Aspen Institute laid out the 
problem in a report late last year, 
noting that “False narratives can sow 
division, hamper public health initia-
tives, undermine elections, or deliver 
fresh marks to grifters and profiteers, 
and they capitalize on deep-rooted 
problems within American society. 
Disinformation pours lighter fluid 
on the sparks of discord that exist in 
every community.”

Those are serious problems indeed, 
affecting a multitude of issues.

But there is a disturbing and 
unacceptable lack of clarity both 
in the stated mission of the newly 
created board and its authority that 
cannot be allowed to stand.

It’s not necessary to pass a bill 

disbanding the board, though that 
effort is fast gathering steam. 

But that’s what happens when a 
rollout is as badly bungled as this 
one has been.

Too late, Mayorkas has conceded 
that his department “could have done 
a better job of communicating what 
it is and isn’t.” The board, he said, 
is intended to “gather together best 
practices in addressing the threat 
of disinformation from foreign state 
adversaries, from cartels and dis-
seminate those best practices to the 
operators that have been executing in 
addressing this threat for years.”

That sounds like more of a low-
key information clearinghouse than 
a governance board.

There is nothing wrong with a 
strong, multiagency effort to count-
er lies and propaganda with facts. It 
is, in fact, needed. But it cannot — 
must not — stray into censorship.

Think again on disinformation board

n Star Tribune

www.lakecityreporter.com
www.bloomberg.com


 

J
ob, in talking with his 
friends, makes a state-
ment about the mind 

of God. He says that if a 
person were to have a dis-
pute with God they would 
not be able to answer Him 
(Job 9:3).

Job relates how God 
has created many things 
and the ability to do many 
things with the earth. Job 
believes God can “remove 
the mountains,” “command 
the sun not to shine” and 
“(He) sets a seal upon the 
stars.” Job even comments 
about God stretching out 
the heavens, trampling 
“down the waves of the 
sea.” Maybe the most 
impressive 
is how 
God has 
organized 
the stars in 
heaven to 
form three 
constella-
tions we call 
the “Bear, 
Orion, 
and the 
Pleiades.”

While mankind has 
developed many complex 
things, have any of them 
been as complex as putting 
the stars in order so that 
they are always visible to 
mankind? The God who 
was able to make these 
constellations even made 
them to appear hundreds 
and thousands of light-
years away. Their names 
may have been different 
in Job’s day, however they 
were nonetheless already 
in existence.

Can we comprehend all 
the details necessary to 
put these stars in the heav-
ens and arrange them in 
such a way that they have 
never changed throughout 
history? Job does not men-
tion one constellation, but 
three. This means that God 
had to “think through and 
create” this same phenom-
ena three times. 

It is no wonder Job 
concluded that mankind 
could not win a dispute 
with God. The mind of 
God is so superior to the 

human being that mankind 
should realize he is in no 
position to successfully 
correct God. Job even says 
mankind “could not answer 
(God) once in a thousand 

years” (Job 
9:3).

What 
also is so 
remarkable 
about the 
mind of God 
is all the 
things we 
now know 
that were 
unknown to 

Job and his friends. Such 
common things which we 
use every day like electrici-
ty, aviation, motor powered 
transportation and even 
our home air conditioners. 
All of the elements for 
these things were in exis-
tence when Job was alive 
even though they were 
only “discovered” a few 
years ago.

We humans will never 
be able to outthink God. If 
we were in a court of law, 
God would make us look 
very foolish for challenging 
anything He says or does.

Maybe the greatest part 
of the mind of God is His 
ability to communicate with 
mankind, even as far back 
as the days of Job, Noah, 
and even Adam. Without 
this great mind revealing 
how He expects mankind 
to live, there would be 
no way any human being 
would be able to be living 
God’s way.

FAITH & VALUES
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K
athleen was a lonely 
woman. After her 
husband died, her 

sons insisted she move to 
Athens, Georgia, where 
they lived. The move took 
Kathleen away from long-
time friends, her church, 
and the routine of life to 
which she was accustomed. 
She didn’t know anyone in 
her new neighborhood. 

In 2020, Brenda and her 
husband moved into the 
subdivision where Kathleen 
lived. One of Brenda’s 
neighbors told her about 
Kathleen and that she was 
lonely and could use a 
friend. 2020 was not a good 
year for socializing and 
getting acquainted. Covid. 
Social distancing. Avoiding 
people for fear of getting the 
virus. When Brenda walked 
to the cluster box unit to 
get her mail, she would 
sometimes see Kathleen 
and wave and speak to her 
from a distance. Most of the 
time, Kathleen would not 
reciprocate.

Last year things 
changed. Kathleen started 
to return Brenda’s acts of 
friendship, waving, and 
speaking. Then one day, 
she asked Brenda to visit 
with her and thus began 
what Brenda calls, “porch 
time.” Over the past few 
months, the two women 
have gotten to know about 
each another and devel-

oped a friendship. The 
“porch time” conversations 
are varied in content. 
Kathleen still grieves the 
loss of her husband and 
sometimes feels depressed 
and lonely. At other times, 
Brenda feels she is in a 
confessional booth listening 
to Kathleen confess wrongs 
she has committed or per-
ceived to have committed 
or thought about com-
mitting. And sometimes, 
Kathleen just needs some-
one to listen as she talks. 
Brenda describes Kathleen 
as “one of God’s sheep” 
that He brought into her 
life, so she makes time for 
her lonely neighbor.

The sheep analogy 
for people is used sever-
al times in the Bible to 
describe the relationship 
between God and his peo-
ple. Jesus said that he was 
the good shepherd, caring 
for his sheep and dying 
for his sheep. The analogy 

is appropriate because 
sheep need someone to 
care for them. Sheep are 
defenseless against preda-
tors and need someone to 
protect them. Sheep have a 
flock instinct and need the 
company of other sheep. 
Sheep need the guidance 
of a shepherd to lead them 
to adequate water and 
grazing. Matthew 9:36 was 
referring to these sheep 
traits. “But when He saw 
the multitudes, He was 
moved with compassion for 
them, because they were 
weary and scattered, like 
sheep having no shepherd.” 
I can sum up the needs and 
traits of sheep by saying 
that the shepherd does for 
the sheep what the sheep 
cannot do for itself.

All “sheep” or people are 
important and precious to 
God as illustrated by the 
parable of the lost sheep 
in the fifteenth chapter 
of Luke. There are times 
when God brings one of 
his “sheep” into our lives 
because of that person’s 
need. It could be someone 
who is grieving and lonely 
like Kathleen. Or someone 
who has been diagnosed 
with a serious disease. 
Perhaps it is that family 
from another country who 

have relocated to America 
and needs someone to show 
them friendship. People 
have many needs as a result 
of losing a loved one, or 
relocating to a new place, 
or divorce, or having a child 
leave home to pursue an 
education or a career. 

There are time when 
being a friend and giving 
someone time and atten-
tion can be exhausting, 
inconvenient, and even 
exasperating. Just like the 
role of a shepherd. Some 
days, Brenda has other 
things to do than sit on 
Kathleen’s porch and visit 
but she does it because 
she believes she is doing 
a ministry that God has 
enabled her to do. The 
easy response to a needy 
person would be to ignore 
them and not to respond. 
Consider this. When God 
brings that person — that 
needy sheep — into our 
life, obviously he thinks we 
are the one who can help 
that person. He has cho-
sen us to help that person! 
Caring for God’s sheep is 
an awesome opportunity.

I
t is in Luke’s Gospel 
that we find the famous 
“Road to Emmaus” 

story. Jesus walks with 
two disciples who do not 
recognize him. He acts 
oblivious of recent events, 
and they tell him the 
news…the news about 
himself…about Jesus the 
Nazarene.

Then Jesus chastises 
them for not recognizing 
these events as the ful-
fillment of all Scripture 
(what would have been the 
Old Testament for a first 
century Jew). We can only 
imagine to which passages 
Jesus would have pointed, 
but it apparently took the 
better part of that sev-
en-mile walk. There are so 
many possibilities. Some 
scholars took the time to 
try to find at least several 
hundred passages that pre-
dict the coming Messiah 
or tell something about 
him. Here are just a few:

To the devil in Genesis 
3:15 — “I will put enmi-
ty between you and the 
woman, and between your 
offspring and hers; They 
will strike at your head, 

while you strike at their 
heel.”

Abraham’s near sacrifice 
of Isaac showed what God 
would do with his only 
Son.

The Son of Man coming 
with the clouds of heaven 
in Daniel 7.

Nathan’s prophecy to 
David in 2 Samuel 7 — “I 
will raise up your offspring 
after you, sprung from 
your loins, and I will estab-
lish his kingdom. He it is 
who shall build a house 
for my name, and I will 
establish his royal throne 
forever.”

The Palm Sunday 
entrance prophesied by 
Zechariah.

The Suffering Servant in 

Isaiah.
And so on…and so on.
The Catholic Church’s 

Vatican II document on 
Sacred Scripture, Dei 
Verbum, quotes Saint 
Augustine, “God, the 
inspirer and author of 
both Testaments, wisely 
arranged that the New 
Testament be hidden in 
the Old and the Old be 
made manifest in the 
New.”

So often, passages in the 
Old Testament prefigure 
what is going to happen 
in the Gospels. They are 
hints of what is to come.  

It might be the way that 
David’s dancing before the 
Ark of the Covenant pre-
figures John the Baptist’s 
dancing in Elizabeth’s 
womb before the Ark of 
the New Covenant…before 
Mary who carried Jesus 
within her.

Or it might be how 
Melchizedek’s offering of 
bread and wine in Genesis 
prefigures the institution 
of the Eucharist at the Last 

Supper.
All these examples are 

not mere coincidences. 
They are part of a larger 
plan. They are part of sal-
vation history.  

Jesus is the culmination 
of God’s saving plan for us. 
Are we willing to see that? 
Are we willing to appre-
ciate that? Do we have 
an appreciation for God’s 
word in both the Old 
Testament and the New 
Testament? Do we read 
the Old Testament with 
Christ in mind? Do we 
look for how it is fulfilled 
by him? While Catholics 
know that Jesus is espe-
cially present at every 
Mass in the Eucharist, 
are we also open to how 
he is present in the word 
of God? Do we pray with 
Sacred Scripture?

The Bible is the greatest 
story ever told. It is the 
story of God’s saving plan.  
It is our story.
n Fr. Bob Hoffman is the pastor 
of Epiphany Catholic Church in 
Lake City.

So often, passages in the Old Testament prefigure 
what is going to happen in the Gospels. They are 

hints of what is to come.

New Testament is hidden in the old

Bob Hoffman
rhoffman@epiphanycatholiclc.com

W
e often read about 
lynch mobs and 
the results that 

have happened, even in 
this country’s history. 

It’s not pretty because 
“the human heart is more 
deceitful, ‘wicked’ than 
anything else, and incur-
able — who can under-
stand it” (Jeremiah 17:9). 

Please read Mark 14:53-
65 and keep in mind that 
Jesus told his disciples 
three times that he was 
going to be rejected by 
the elders, chief priest and 
scribes and killed, and rise 
after three days (Mark 
8:31; 9:30-32; 10:32-34). 

As Jesus faced the 
Sanhedrin during a night-
time trial, Peter will under-
go his own trial that eve-
ning as well. Jesus stood 
before the high priest, chief 
priest, elders and scribes 
and listened to many false 
witnesses that evening and 
his response was one of 
silence. The chief priest fol-

lows the Law’s requirement 
of having two valid witness-
es as given in Numbers 
35:30 and in Deuteronomy 
17:6 and 19:15. These pas-
sages teach us that no one 
is to be put to death on the 
testimony of one witness. 
The testimony of both wit-
nesses must agree so that 
the person can be charged 
with the crime. The chief 
priest and the Sanhedrin 
have a problem because 
they cannot get two testi-
monies to agree concern-
ing Jesus.  

The high priest asked 

Jesus two questions. “Don’t 
you have an answer to 
what these men are testi-
fying against you?” Jesus 
remained silent. The next 
question the high priest 
asked Jesus, he must 
answer. The high priest 
asked him, “Are you the 
Messiah, the Son of the 
Blessed One?” “I am,” said 
Jesus, “and you will see the 
Son of Man seated at the 
right hand of Power and 
coming with the clouds 
of heaven” (Mark 14:60-
62). The high priest didn’t 
believe Jesus and charged 
him with blasphemy and the 
mob mentality took over. 

There are a couple of 
observations that I want to 
share with you. First, the 
silence of Jesus doesn’t 
mean the absence of God 
in your life’s situation. You 
may be asking the Lord 

the wrong question, the 
wrong prayer request. If 
the Lord seems silent in 
your life, be still and start 
examining your heart 
and ask the Lord Jesus to 
search your heart as well. 
You could have sin in your 
heart and that will cause 
you not to hear what the 
Lord is saying. 

Secondly, we must 
remember that Jesus is 
prayed up as he faces this 
trial. There is no reason 
for him to panic. He knows 
that his Father is in control 
and he knows that he will 
rise again. He surrendered 
to the Father’s plan for 
his life. He doesn’t fight 
it. Have you surrendered 
to the Lord’s plan for your 
life or are you still doing 
your own thing? 

Robert Bass
rbass328@gmail.com

Jesus’ midnight trial

Caring for God’s sheep

Jimmy Deas
drjdeas@icloud.com

It is no wonder Job con-
cluded that mankind 

could not win a dispute 
with God. The mind of 

God is so superior to the 
human being that man-
kind should realize he is 

in no position to success-
fully correct God.

If the Lord seems silent in your life, be still and start 
examining your heart and ask the Lord Jesus to 

search your heart as well.

The magnitude of 
the mind of God

LIVING GOD’S WAY

Carlton McPeak
carlton_mc@msn.com

Jesus said that he was the good shepherd, caring for his 
sheep and dying for his sheep. The analogy is appropri-

ate because sheep need someone to care for them.

n Robert Bass is pastor of First 
Baptist Church of Lake City.

n Jimmy Deas is a retired 
preacher and author whose 
books are available from 
Amazon, Barnes and Noble and 
Books-A-Million.

n Carlton G. McPeak is an 
evangelist working in the Flor-
ida Gateway region. Scriptural 
quotations from the NASB.

Arrested Hong 
Kong cardinal a 
critic of Beijing
Associated Press

HONG KONG — 

Cardinal Joseph Zen, the 

90-year-old Catholic cleric 

arrested by Hong Kong 

police on national security 

charges, has long been a 

fiery critic of Beijing’s con-

trol of religion and politi-

cal monopoly, along with 

efforts by the Vatican to 

reach a working arrange-

ment with the ruling 

Communist Party.

Zen left a police station 

on bail Wednesday night fol-

lowing his arrest alongside 

other former trustees of the 

612 Humanitarian Support 

Fund, which provides assis-

tance to people arrested 

during 2019 anti-govern-

ment protests. The former 

Hong Kong archbishop has 

not yet commented on his 

arrest.

A police statement said 

the former trustees were 

suspected of endangering 

national security by making 

requests of foreign coun-

tries or overseas agencies 

and calling for sanctions 

against Hong Kong.

Widely condemned 

abroad, the arrests further a 

campaign to quash all forms 

of dissent in the city under a 

sweeping national security 

law passed in 2020, a year 

after authorities subdued 

pro-democracy protests 

that challenged China’s rule 

over Hong Kong.

The crackdown is 

increasingly penetrating 

into the city’s long-respect-

ed economic, religious and 

educational institutions, 

along with non-governmen-

tal organizations, many of 

which have closed down 

their Hong Kong opera-

tions. The city was prom-

ised that it could keep free-

doms of speech, assembly 

and judicial independence 

when it was handed over 

from Britain to China in 

1997, but critics say Beijing 

has reneged on its guaran-

tees.

China’s Foreign Ministry 

fired back at the criticism, 

with spokesperson Zhao 

Lijian saying, “We are firm-

ly opposed to any act that 

denigrates the rule of law in 

Hong Kong and interferes 

in Hong Kong affairs.”

“Hong Kong is a law-

based society, where no 

organization or individual is 

above the law, and all ille-

gal acts will be punished by 

law,” Zhao told reporters at 

a daily briefing.

www.lakecityreporter.com
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Robert H. Curtis

Robert H. Curtis, 81 of Lake City, 

passed away 

on Thursday, 

April 28, 2022 

at the Lake City 

Medical Center.  

Mr. Curtis was 

born in Elyria, 

Ohio to the 

late David and Mildred Paulin 

Landfried Curtis.  He had made his 

home in Lake City for many years 

and worked in the banking business 

for over 40 years.  Mr. Curtis served 

as the treasurer for many organiza-

tions in Lake City for many years.  

He enjoyed golfing, fishing and 

spending time with his family.

Survivors include his wife, 

Brenda Suzie Holt Curtis, Lake 

City; his son and daughter in law, 

Tony and Carolyn Curtis, Lake 

City; and his grandson, Chace 

Curtis, Lake City.

Private graveside services 

for Mr. Curtis were conducted at 

Forest Lawn Memorial Gardens 

Cemetery.  Arrangements are 

under the direction of GATEWAY-

FOREST LAWN FUNERAL 

HOME, 3596 S US Hwy 441, 

Lake City, FL 32025. Please leave 

words of comfort for the family at 

www.gatewayforestlawn.com.  

Ms. Sabrina Marie Rivers

Ms. Sabrina Marie Rivers, 43, of 

Lake City passed away on Sunday, 

May 8, 2022 at her residence.

Born in Jacksonville, Florida, she 

was the daughter of Jim Rivers, and 

the late Ava Dale Bowman Rivers 

and had lived most of her life in 

Lake City. She 

enjoyed many 

things. She was 

wildly passion-

ate about every-

thing that inter-

ested her. She 

loved animals 

and they loved her in return. She 

worked with animals at Gatorland 

for a time. When she was younger 

she was a veracious reader and 

loved stories in all art forms. She 

had great taste in music from the 

60s era Jim Morrison to the 90s 

hip hop. A lover of movies and TV 

shows - Charmed, Lord of the the 

Rings, Harry Potter, Nightmare on 

Elm Street.  She had a love for any-

thing spooky - Halloween, Scary 

Movies, and Music Festivals; and 

She loved her sons, her father, her 

brother, and her family very much.

Sabrina is survived by her sons, 

Sebastian Rivers, James and Luke 

Lynch; father, Jim Rivers; and 

brother, J.R. Rivers (Jessica Nolan).

The family will have a private 

funeral service at a later date. 

Arrangements are under the direc-

tion of GATEWAY-FOREST 

LAWN FUNERAL HOME, Lake 

City. Please leave words of comfort 

on the online guest book at www.

gatewayforestlawn.com.

Obituaries are paid advertise-

ments. For details, call the Lake 

City Reporter’s classified depart-

ment at 752-1293.

OBITUARIES

covid-19 pandemic.
“We’re hearing from 

travelers who are eager to 
return to a sense of normal-
cy, and it appears that time 
is finally here,” AAA Vice 
President of Travel Debbie 
Haas said in a prepared 
statement.

Gov. Ron DeSantis and 
other Republicans have 
seized on inflation and 
high gas prices to criticize 
President Joe Biden’s eco-
nomic policies.

“There’s not really an 
end in sight the way it’s 
going, and I’m very con-
cerned about the energy 
this summer because the 
gas I’ve not seen it under $4 
in Florida for unleaded in a 
long time,” DeSantis said 
Wednesday while in Mayo.

“I am concerned about 
what would happen this 
summer as more people 
are driving, because that’s 
just what happens every 
summer,” DeSantis later 
added.

DeSantis signed a bill last 
week that will suspend the 
state’s roughly 25-cent-a-gal-
lon gas tax in October, one of 
two months historically with 
the lowest tourism counts. 
The Legislature approved 
the one-month break after 
agreeing to use $200 million 
in federal stimulus money 
to make up for lost gas-tax 
revenue, which goes toward 
transportation projects.

A g r i c u l t u r e 
Commissioner Nikki Fried, 
a Democratic candidate for 

governor, issued an emer-
gency rule Wednesday that 
allows the additional sale 
of gasoline containing 15% 
denatured anhydrous eth-
anol, or what is known as 
E15. The rule follows a U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency temporary waiver 
approved this month relat-
ed to E15, which is typically 
available in winter months.

While projected to cut 
the price on gas with E15 
by about 10 cents a gal-
lon, such fuel is offered at 
fewer than 200 of the more 
than 9,000 gas stations in 
Florida.

The U.S. Department of 
Labor released a report this 
week that said the consum-
er-price index was up 8.3% 
for the year, down from 8.5% 
in March. The downturn 
was the first in nine months, 
but the level remains near a 
40-year high.

A separate report 
Thursday from the Labor 
Department estimated 
that 4,202 first-time jobless 
claims were filed last week 
in Florida.

That was down from 
a revised count of 5,221 
claims for the week end-
ing April 30 and put the 
average over the past four 
weeks to 5,083 claims. The 
numbers are similar to the 
rates of unemployment 
claims before covid-19 
caused massive job losses 
in 2020.

The Labor Department 
last week reported non-farm 
jobs nationally increased by 
428,000 in April, with the 
national unemployment 
rate holding at 3.6%.

GAS
Continued From 1A

of leads and they finally got 
enough evidence to secure 
a warrant. We still need 
more cooperation from 
the public on these other 
unsolved homicides.”

Authorities did not 
release any details regard-
ing where Fluellen was 
taken into custody, where 
he is being incarcerated or 
who the arresting agency 
was.

“Nobody’s talked to him 
yet,” Burnsed said, when 
asked if authorities have 
been able to determine 
what led to the October 
shooting. “We just have 
him in custody.”

Burnsed did not speci-
fy what information led to 
the break in the case that 
allowed authorities to seek 

the arrest warrant.
“I know they asked for 

the warrants weeks ago 
and it was signed, but I’m 
not sure what the prob-
able cause was in it,” he 
said.

Shortly after the shoot-
ing occurred in October, 
authorities noted there was 
a person of interest that 
had been identified as the 
investigation continued 
to unfold. Burnsed said 
he had no idea how long 
Fluellen was a suspect in 
the case.

“I’ve heard his name was 
hinted around just about 
from Day 1, but I don’t 
know when they got solid 
evidence on him,” he said.

The Third Judicial 
Circuit’s State Attorney’s 
Office will make the deci-
sion on whether Fluellen 
will be charged as an adult 
in the case.

After the Supreme Court’s draft 
opinion on Roe v. Wade was leaked, 
Davis said some of the candidates 
scheduled to come to Columbia 
County instead decided they needed 
to be in Washington D.C. That led to 
a request to move the rally to earlier 
in the day Saturday.

Instead of trying to rearrange the 
day on short notice — with other 
community events already sched-
uled —  organizers decided to try 
again in July. 

Among the national, state and 
local candidates that had confirmed 
to originally attend included: 
n Nikki Fried, current Agriculture 

Commissioner of Florida who is run-
ning for governor; 
n Ken Russell, running for the 

U.S. Senate; 
n Nancy Pierson, a candidate for 

State Representative for District 23;
n Danielle Hawk, a candidate for 

U.S. Representative for District 3; 
n Brandon Peters, a candidate for 

State Representative for District 22;
n Zack Paulk, seeking election as 

a Columbia County School Board 
member; 

n Joel Foreman, seeking re-elec-
tion as the Columbia County 
Attorney; 
n Narragansett Smith, seeking 

re-election as a Columbia County 
School Board member.

In July, Davis said the event will 
include a cornhole tournament and 
some other activities in the afternoon 
as well as voter registration drive with 
the Columbia County Supervisor of 
Elections office, prior to the candi-
dates appearing in the evening.

“We’ll change the format a little 
bit,” he said. “We’ll have some other 
things going on leading up to the 
candidates’ stump speeches.”

RALLY
Continued From 1A

Saturday when HiTone 
Fitness hosts the Grace’s 
Race 5K for the second 

s t r a i g h t 
year. The 
race is in 
m e m o r y 
of Grace 
D u n c a n , 
t h e 
1 8 - y e a r -
o l d 

Columbia High School 
graduate and Florida 
Gateway College student 
killed in October 2020.

All proceeds from the 
event go to the Lora Grace 
Duncan Scholarship Fund 
at FGC.

Registration for the race 
is $25 with pre-registra-
tion starting at 7:30 a.m. 
at HiTone, located at 4556 
SW Heritage Oaks Circle, 
with the race set to begin 
at 9.m. This year’s event 
will also feature a motor-
cycle run with the bikers 
following the runners 
out of the Heritage Oaks 
Shopping Plaza to begin 
their 28-mile ride.

“Grace’s dream is fit-
ness,” said HiTone Fitness 
Club Manager Lisa 
Powers, who is organizing 
Saturday’s race. “Health 
and wellness is what Grace 
thrived on. She was always 
in the gym every single 
day. There wasn’t a day 
that went by that she was 
not working out.

“If she wasn’t in the gym, 
she was at home running, 
working out. That was 
Grace. She loved fitness.”

PARADE OF HOMES

North Florida’s pre-
mier new home showcase 
returns for a fifth year 
Saturday and Sunday with 
seven new homes open for 
public tours.

The event will be held 
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. on 

Saturday, and from noon-
4 p.m. on Sunday. The 
free event is co-produced 
by the Columbia County 
Builders’ Association and 
the Lake City Reporter. 
The event features 
Drummond Community 
Bank as Platinum 
Sponsor.

The event features 
newly constructed homes 
of various styles and price 
ranges that are located 
throughout the county. 
The new homes are open 
for the public to tour with 
the builders on site to 
answer any questions and 
showcase their talents.

“The Parade of Homes 
always provides a look at 
some of the most beauti-
fully constructed homes in 
North Florida,” said Lake 
City Reporter Publisher 
Todd Wilson. “We have 
some incredibly talented 
home builders in our area 
who will have their work 
on display.

“This is a can’t-miss 
event. We thank all of our 
builders who support this 
show and thanks to all of 
our sponsors for making 
this event possible. We are 
honored to help bring this 

annual event to our com-
munity.”

KIDS DAY

The seventh annu-
al Kiwanis Kids Day will 
take place from 9 a.m.-3 
p.m. on Saturday, May 14, 
at the Florida Gateway 
Fairgrounds Rodeo Arena. 
Admittance fees are $5 for 
children 16 years old and 
under. There is no charge 
for adults.

Proceeds from the 
event will be used to ben-
efit the Columbia School 
District’s Food For Kids 
Backpack Program, the 
Early Learning Coalition 
of Florida’s Gateway Pre-K 
Backpack Project and 
Catholic Charities.

“Kiwanis Kids Day is 
our annual biggest fund-
raiser that we use to feed 
the needy in Columbia 
County,” said Norbie 
Ronsonet, Kiwanis Club 
of Lake City board mem-
ber and Kiwanis Club Kids 
Day Committee member. 
“We basically were rais-
ing money to build parks 
and during the reces-
sion we found there was 
more need for feeding 
children, so we’ve upped 

our game and felt it was 
more important to feed the 
needy children.”

This year’s Kiwanis 
Kids Day will feature a 
variety of activities for 
children in several differ-
ent age groups, which will 
include bounce houses, 
water slides, touch-a-truck 
exhibits, a kid’s workshop, 
games, prizes, a petting 
zoo, food vendors, an 
archery contest, a Nerf 
gun war zone and a roll-
ing video games trailer for 
youngsters who like video 
games.

TRAVEL TOURNAMENTS

The Columbia County 
Sports Commission is 
hosting two events at the 
Southside Sports Complex 
in Lake City and the South 
Columbia Sports Park in 
Fort White on Saturday and 
Sunday, drawing more than 
100 youth baseball and soft-
ball teams to the county. 

According to Alden 
Rosner, the sports mar-
keting director for the 
Columbia County Tourist 
Development Council, 
games are expected on 
all available fields at both 
facilities.

WEEKEND
Continued From 1A

Duncan

SHOOTING
Continued From 1A

FILE

Children play on a sand pile at last year’s Kiwanis Kids Day. This year’s event is 
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Christmas comes early for CCS employees

TONY BRITT

tbritt@lakecityreporter.com

The Columbia School Board 
Administrative Auditorium 
looked like a Christmas stor-
age warehouse Thursday 
afternoon.

There were bicycles, televi-
sion sets, kayaks, outdoor fur-
niture and a variety of several 
hundred other items adorn-
ing the auditorium. Among 
the roughly 500 items were 
district employees ranging 
from lunchroom workers to 

assistant principals to educa-
tors and others looking for the 
items they would like to have.

The items are part of the 
Columbia School District’s 
2022 Employee Appreciation 
Extravaganza, where each 
employee was given 10 tickets 
to use on the items they liked 
the most.

“It’s the end of the year and 
it’s the time we really get to 
appreciate all of our staff,” said 
Dianna Swisher, school dis-
trict volunteer marketing coor-
dinator. “We have 1,300 people 
on our staff and every single 
person gives 100% every day 
to make sure we are bettering 
the lives of our students and 

our community.”
The school district audi-

torium was open from 1-4:30 
p.m. allowing the employees 
to place their tickets for items 
and will be open from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. today as the last day 
to be able to enter to win the 
prizes.

At 4:30 p.m., the winning 
tickets will be drawn on the 
Columbia School District 
Youtube page.

The items on the audito-
rium stage will have a live 
drawing and master list will 
be sent to all staff where win-
ners will be able to collect 
their prizes from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
on Saturday.

Employee Appreciation 
Extravaganza set up in 
district auditorium.

TONY BRITT/Lake City Reporter

Columbia County School District employees peruse the 500 items in the 
district auditorium as part of the Employee Appreciation Extravaganza.

www.gatewayforestlawn.com
www.gatewayforestlawn.com
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DILBERT

BABY BLUES

BLONDIE

BEETLE BAILEY B.C.

FRANK & ERNEST

FOR BETTER OR WORSE

ZITS

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE

SNUFFY SMITH

GARFIELD

CLASSIC PEANUTS

PUZZLE ANSWERS

or 
or 

(Answer to today’s puzzle next page)

www.dilbert.com


 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Follow through by acting on your 
words. Share your thoughts and 
intentions with someone you 
love, and it will lead you to sor t 
out the best way to turn your 
goal into something tangible. 
Shared ideas, expenses and 
space look promising. ★★★

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Jealousy will set your emotions 
on fire. Separate yourself from 
whatever is happening, and tr y 
to be rational. Nothing is as 
you imagine or assume. Acting 
on assumptions will put you in 
a precarious position that can 
af fect your reputation. ★★★

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Don’t wait until the last minute to 
make plans. An organized outing 
will allow you to enjoy your day 
and the people you include in 
your circle. Information shared 
among friends, colleagues or 
family will be valuable. Romance 
is encouraged. ★★★★★ 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Stop worr ying about what others 
do or say, and put your energy 
into something that intrigues 
you. Explore venues and courses, 
and gain experience that will 
encourage you to expand 
your qualifications to include 
something you think you might 
enjoy. ★★ 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): 
Stick close to home and what 

and who are familiar to you. 
Keep an eye on someone who 
is inconsistent or making 
unpredictable changes that can 
influence your earning potential 
or financial security. Speak up for 
your rights. ★★★★

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22): Don’t spend to impress 
someone. Choose to use charm 
and kind gestures, and the 
response you get will pay of f. 
Mix business with pleasure, and 
you’ll make headway in a relaxed 
environment geared toward 
cooperation. A par tnership looks 
promising. ★★★

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
22): You’ll be right on target 
regarding ideas and putting your 
plans in motion. Time spent 
with people who share your 
beliefs and goals will help you 
broaden your vision. Tr y to work 
exclusively with someone who 
can help cut costs using shared 
expenses. ★★★

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 
21): You’ll get a good look at 
what’s possible if you attend 
a seminar, industr y event or 
community project. Pitch in and 
help a cause, and you’ll make 
valuable connections. Push your 
ideas and stand behind your 
word. ★★★ 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22-Dec. 21): Trust your 
instincts, not what someone 

wants you to believe. Push 
yourself to be more resourceful 
and to put time aside to take care 
of your needs. Enjoy a spa day, 
or just kick back and relax with 
someone you love. ★★★★ 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Emotions will spin out of 
control if you get into a debate. 
Be kind and keep the peace 
without giving up too much. 
Look for a budget-friendly 
incentive, and it will bring you 
closer to loved ones. ★★ 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18): Assess your expenses and 
revisit your lifestyle and what 
causes the most stress. Look for 
ways to keep yourself in tiptop 
shape and save for something 
you want. Don’t let anyone deter 
you from pursuing your dream. 
★★★★★

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20): Evaluate your relationships, 
consider who you have the 
most in common with and plan 
to spend more time together. 
Sticking to a routine will help 
ground you and encourage you 
to make time for something fun 
or creative you want to pursue. 
★★★
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Puzzle Solutions
on the next page.

DEAR ABBY

HOROSCOPES | THE LAST WORD BY EUGENIA LAST

Print your
answer here:

(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2022 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  

All Rights Reserved.
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WHINE LIMIT SUGARY FATHERYesterday’s Jumbles:

Answer: When she saw that the stallion was going to eat 

all the hay himself, it was the — FINAL STRAW

DEAR ABBY: 
My s is ter  and 
I  have  a lways 
been c lose . 
She ’s  mar r ied 
to  a  man I  have 
a lways  thought 
is  domineer ing 
and ar rogant .  I 
a lso  suspect  that 
he ’s  emot ional ly 
abusive  f rom 
things  she has 
conf ided over 
the  years .  These 
inc lude days 
o f  the  s i lent 
t reatment , 
re fus ing to 
ce lebrate  her 
b ir thday because 
he doesn ’ t 
be l ieve  in  i t  and 
d iscouraging 
her  f rom taking 
a  job  she was 
interested in .  He 
refuses  to  go to 
counsel ing and 
says  whatever 
problems there 
are  between 
them are  her 
faul t .  I  hold  my 
tongue and tr y 
to  to lerate  h im 
because she has 
chosen to  s tay 
wi th  h im. 

He recent ly 
par t ic ipated in 
a  marathon and 
was  connected 
to  us  and many 
others  through 
socia l  media 
so  we could 
fo l low the ent i re 
two-day event 
f rom star t  to 
f in ish.  Af ter  a 
day  of  constant 
“d inging”  on 
my phone,  I 

found his  need 
for  a t tent ion 
over  the  top 
and s topped 
fo l lowing.  My 
s is ter  was  ver y 
upset  about  i t . 
She sa id  she was 
embar rassed 
and hur t .  When 
she asked why I 
s topped,  I  to ld 
her  the  t r uth . 

Now our 
re la t ionship 
is  damaged.  I 
apologized and 
tr ied  to  smooth 
th ings  over,  but 
she ’s  now fu l ly 
aware  of  my tr ue 
fee l ings  about 
h im af ter  seeing 
and hear ing how 
he has  t reated 
her  over  the 
years .  Should  I 
have  “kept  the 
peace,”  as  my 
dear  depar ted 
mother  a lways 
sa id ,  and 
cont inued to 
keep my mouth 
shut ,  or  should 
I  have  been 
honest  about 
my fee l ings?  - - 
PROTECTIVE 
OF SIS 

DEAR 
PROTECTIVE: 
Because you say 
you and your 

s is ter  are  c lose , 
I  am surpr ised 
you held  your 
tongue about 
her  husband’s 
behavior  for  so 
long.  You did 
nothing wrong 
by tuning out 
o f  the  marathon 
updates .  You 
should  not  have 
been expected to 
be  held  hostage 
for  two days 
because your 
brother - in - law’s 
ego needed 
bols ter ing.  You 
were  honest  wi th 
your  s is ter  and, 
in  my opin ion, 
d id  nothing 
that  requires  an 
apology. 

DEAR ABBY: 
My par tner  and 
I  have  been in 
a  long-d is tance 
re la t ionship  for 
about  a  year. 
Af ter  I  d id  some 
casual  soc ia l 
media  s ta lk ing, 
I  lear ned he s t i l l 
l ives  wi th  h is 
ex -boyfr iend, 
in  sp i te  o f  the 
fact  that  he 
cont inual ly 
compla ins  to 
me about  h is 
“roommate ,” 
whom he never 
re fers  to  by 
name. 

On top of 
that ,  we made 
a  commitment 
over  the  las t  year 
to  phone each 
other  a t  least 
once a  day.  For 
the  past  three 

weeks,  there  are 
t imes I  haven ’ t 
hear d f rom him 
at  a l l ,  despi te 
seeing him act ive 
on socia l  media 
(especia l ly  on 
weekends) .  I t ’ s 
to  a  point  where 
I  s tay  awake 
unt i l  a l l  hours , 
hoping to  hear 
f rom him.  Should 
I  approach him 
about  th is , 
or  is  th is  just 
the  end to  the 
“honeymoon 
phase”?  - - 
WAITING BY 
THE PHONE IN 
CANADA

DEAR 
WAITING: 
Not  only  is  i t 
the  end of  the 
“honeymoon 
phase,”  but  i t 
may a lso  be  the 
beginning of 
the  end of  th is 
romance because 
i t  appears  your 
“par tner”  isn ’ t  as 
eager  to  contact 
you as  you are  to 
hear  f rom him. 
Long-d is tance 
re la t ionships  can 
be  chal lenging, 
and you may be 
happier  i f  you 
couple  up wi th 
somebody loca l .

Woman’s long-held opinion of 
brother-in-law comes out

Abigail Van Buren
www.dearabby.com

■ Write Dear Abby at   
www.DearAbby.com or  
P.O. Box 69440,  
Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Answer to today’s puzzle.

May 13: Candice King, 35; Lena 
Dunham, 36; Stephen Colbert, 58; 
Stevie Wonder, 72.

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

www.dearabby.com
www.hidato.com
www.dearabby.com
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The Preserve
132 SW Silver Palm Drive

Bryan Zecher Construction 
344 NW Country Lake Drive

Sparks Construction 
372 SW Blackpine Terrace

The Preserve 
336 SW Bellflower Drive

Don’t miss the 2022 Parade of Homes 
brought to you by the Lake City Reporter, 
the Columbia County Builders’ Association 

and these fine sponsors.

SATURDAY 
10 AM – 4 PM

SUNDAY 
NOON – 4 PM

Gibraltar Contracting
1146 SW Mandiba Drive

The Preserve
114 SW Silver Palm Drive

Map data ©2018 Google, INEGI

One Loan!
Construction-to-Permanent Loans

Build Your Dream Home WithBuild Your Dream Home With   

Conventional Mortgage
Up to 95% financing Construction to Perm 

FHA Mortgage 

Up to 96.5% financing Construction to Perm 

VA Mortgage 
Up to 100% financing Construction to Perm 

Single-family dwelling  
(including Manufactured & Modular)  

Affordable, interest-only payments during construction 

Fixed rate

© 2022 First Federal Bank is an FDIC insured nationally chartered mutual savings bank 

approved lender. Restrictions may apply. Nothing herein is or should be interpreted 

as an obligation to lend. Loans are subject to credit and property approval. Trade/

Service marks are the property of First Federal Bank. First Federal Bank: Residential 

Lending Mortgage NMLS: 408902

Call Today  

(386) 755-0600

P L A T I N U M  S P O N S O R S I L V E R  S P O N S O R SRESIDENTIAL SPONSOR

Contact Debi Bennefield 386.487.3950
RR282811879

Tri-County Tree Services, Inc.
Proudly serving this community for over 29 years!

Comprehensive tree care by true professionals. 
Fully insured & Certified Arborist on staff.

(386) 963-5000 • tricountytreeserviceinc.com

www.DrummondBank.com

Chani Walker
Mortgage Loan Officer
NMLS# 1688420

386-487-1354
cwalker@drummondbank.com

Mortgage Loan Officer
NMLS# 1688420

Let us help you

Finance Your
DREAM HOME.

*All loans are subject to credit and underwriting 
approval which may result in different terms 
and conditions. Certain fees and restrictions 
may also apply. NMLS #806172

We are committed to providing 
loan options that fit the needs 
of our friends and neighbors.

Contact us today!

20267 NW 248th Way • High Springs

Mark Bauer
352-283-2002

CBC1259633

B Y  A P P O I N T M E N T

386-752-8653
License #CBC1257343

The Preserve 
169 SW Bellflower Drive

www.lakecityreporter.com
www.drummondbank.com
www.tricountytressereceirs.co
www.tricountytreeserviceinc.com
www.ffbf.com
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Contact
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Jordan Kroeger
754-0421
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Follow @LCR_Sports on Twitter for local stories, score updates and more

Heat finish off 76ers, 2B

PREP BASEBALL

By JORDAN KROEGER 

jkroeger@lakecityreporter.com

Ten years later, Columbia is back in 
the regional finals.

And one win away from its first berth 
in the state Final Four.

The Tigers defeated the defend-
ing state champs to get there. Grant 
Bowers threw solid five innings and 
struck out seven while Truitt Todd 
had three RBIs to lead top-seeded 
Columbia past No. 5 seed Mosley 5-2 at 
home in the Region 1-5A semifinals on 
Thursday night.

Next up is a rematch against No. 2 
seed Lincoln, which edged Pine Forest 
4-3 in the region’s other semifinal.

“This is awesome,” said Todd, who 
finished 1 for 3 with a walk. “We knew 
it was going to be a really hard game 
coming in with them being last year’s 
champs. We played really good. We 
played hard, swung it pretty well, got 
people in when we needed to and made 
the routine plays. It was just overall a 
really good game. This is a really big 
win.”

Bowers competed all night, working 
himself out of a couple of jams as well. 
The sophomore right-hander escaped 

runners on first and second with one 
out in the first inning, and he later hit 
two batters to load the bases in the 
third.

The second time prompted pitch-
ing coach Joey Edge to walk to the 
mound to calm Bowers down. He took 
a breath, then struck out Trent Nelson 
before letting out a huge roar as he 
walked back to the dugout.

“He has ice in his veins,” Columbia 
coach Chris Howard said. “He threw 
a great changeup and got a strikeout. 
That was huge.”

NOT PHIN-ISHED
PREP SOFTBALL

By MARK LONG

Associated Press

JACKSONVILLE — No. 
1 overall draft pick Travon 
Walker signed a four-year, 
$37.4 million rookie con-
tract with the Jacksonville 
Jaguars on Thursday, a 
deal that includes a $24.4 
million signing bonus.

Walker’s contract is fully 
guaranteed and includes 
a team option for a fifth 
year, both standard for 
NFL first-round picks. He 
signed it one day before 
the Jaguars begin a rookie 
minicamp.

Fellow first-rounder 
Devin Lloyd, the 27th over-
all selection, also signed 
his rookie deal. He gets a 

four-year contract worth 
$12.9 million and a $6.6 
million signing bonus.

Jacksonville signed five 
of its seven draft picks in 

all, includ-
ing run-
ning back 
Snoop 
Conner 
(fifth 
round), 
corner-
back 
Gregory 

Junior (seventh) and cor-
nerback Montaric Brown 
(seventh).

Center Luke Fortner and 
linebacker Chad Muma, 
both third-round choices, 
remained unsigned.

Walker and Lloyd are 
among a dozen first-round-
ers from the 2022 draft 
under contract, including 
four of the first six selec-

Jaguars agree to deal 
with top pick Walker

NFL

MORGAN MCMULLEN/Lake City Reporter

Fort White’s N’Coreyia Atkins celebrates after 
an RBI double against Lafayette during the 
Region 3-1A semifinals on Thursday night.

PREP TRACK & FIELD

Beach nabs 3 medals to lead 
Suwannee at 2A state meet

COURTESY

Suwannee’s Garrison Beach medaled three times 
Thursday in the Class 2A state track meet in 
Gainesville.

By JAMIE WACHTER 

jwachter@lakecityreporter.com

GAINESVILLE —  
Suwannee boys track 
coach Mark Beach saw a 
change in his son Garrison 
at the regional meet last 
week.

Looking relaxed, 
Garrison Beach unleashed 
a personal best throw of 
52.93m in the javelin to 
qualify for state.

The relaxed vibes car-
ried over Thursday to the 
Class 2A state competi-
tion at the Percy Beard 
Track at the University of 
Florida’s James G. Pressly 
Stadium.

Opening the day in the 

javelin, Garrison Beach 
unleashed a 51.92m throw 
on his third attempt to 
take silver, finishing 
behind Santa Fe’s Connor 
Wetherington’s best of 
61m.

“The goal at the begin-
ning was to come in 
and medal top three,” 
Mark Beach said before 
Garrison Beach decided 
to also join the weightlift-
ing team where he also 
brought home a pair of 
medals. That move meant 
less time dedicated to 
track practice and addition-
al weight. It also changed 
expectations to just trying 
to medal, period. 

“He ended up relaxing 
a little bit last week and 
popped that 50, so we 
knew he had an opportu-
nity to place top-5. He had 

Derico fourth in long 
jump for SHS boys; 
Martin medals for girls.

Indians 
make 
history

By MORGAN MCMULLEN 

mmcmullen@lakecityreporter.com

FORT WHITE — If the third time’s the 
charm, the Indians’ fourth time is history. 

Fort White rode the bat of N’Coreyia Atkins 
and the arm of Kadence Compton on its way 
to a 3-1 win against Lafayette in the Region 
3-1A semifinals. It’s the team’s third win in 
four tries against the Hornets, with the previ-
ous win coming in a 5-1, eight-inning thriller 
in the district semifinals. It also marks the 
first playoff win for Fort White since 2008.

“That’s what we told the girls, ‘You’ve gotta 
make history tonight,” co-head coach Chad 
Padgett said. 

Atkins made a near immediate impact on 
the high-stakes game. After a walk and a 
single from Ciara Byrd and Kaitlyn Suggs, 
respectively, to open the second inning, 
Atkins laced a ball into the left-field gap 

Atkins, Compton lead 
FWHS past Lafayette for 
first playoff win since ’08.

Tigers top Dolphins 5-2 to advance to Region 1-5A finals

BRENT KUYKENDALL/Lake City Reporter

Columbia’s Truitt Todd celebrates on second base after hitting a two-RBI double against Mosley in the Region 1-5A 
semifinals on Thursday night.

TIGERS continued on 6B

SHS continued on 5B

Contract is worth 
$37.4M with a team 
option for fifth year.

Walker

WALKER continued on 5B

INDIANS continued on 5B

www.lakecityreporter.com
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FRIDAY EVENING MAY 13, 2022
 Comcast Dish DirecTV 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30
 3-ABC 3 - - TV20 News ABC World News Ent. Tonight Inside Edition (N) Shark Tank (N) Å (DVS) (:01) 20/20 Serial killer targets women he knows. (N) Å News at 11 Jimmy Kimmel

 4-IND 4 4 4 News4JAX at 6PM News4JAX Ent. Tonight Inside Edition (N) Last Man Standing Last Man Standing Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory The 10 O’Clock News (N) Å News4JAX (:35) DailyMailTV

 5-PBS 5 - - DW News BBC World News PBS NewsHour (N) Å Washington Week Greater Good Great Performances “Anything Goes” Cole Porter’s Anything Goes. (N) Å Ask This Old H’se

 7-CBS 7 47 47 Action News Jax CBS Evening News Judge Judy Å Family Feud (N) Come Dance With Me “Picture This” Magnum P.I. “Island Vibes” Å Blue Bloods “USA Today” Action News Late Show-Colbert

 9-CW 9 17 17 Mom Å Mom Å Big Bang Theory Young Sheldon Charmed “Truth or Cares” (N) Å Dynasty “I’ll Settle for a Prayer” (N) Law & Order: Special Victims Unit News4JAX (:35) Seinfeld Å

 10-FOX 10 30 30 Action News Action News TMZ (N) Å Access Hollywood  WWE Friday Night SmackDown (N) Action News Action News Action News Jax- (:35) TMZ Live (N)

 12-NBC 12 12 12 News NBC Nightly News Wheel of Fortune Jeopardy! (N) The Blacklist “Caelum Bank” (N) Å Dateline NBC (N) Å News Tonight Show

 WGN-A 16 239 307 NewsNation: Rush Hour (N) Å On Balance With Leland Vittert (N) NewsNation Prime With Marni Hughes Dan Abrams Live (N) (Live) Å Banfield (N) Å NewsNation Prime: Special Report (N)

 TVLAND 17 106 304 Andy Griffith Show Andy Griffith Show Andy Griffith Show Andy Griffith Show Love-Raymond Love-Raymond Love-Raymond Love-Raymond Love-Raymond Love-Raymond King of Queens King of Queens

 OWN 18 189 279 Dr. Phil Å Put a Ring on It “Family Matters, Pt. 1” Put a Ring on It “Family Matters, Pt. 2” Put a Ring on It (N) The Great Soul Food Cook-Off (N) Put a Ring on It “Family Matters, Pt. 2”

 A&E 19 118 265 The First 48 “Insider; Pointless” Å The First 48 “Bound and Burned” The First 48 “Bad Cinderella” Å Cold Case Files “Lone Survivor” Å (:01) American Justice Å (:04) The First 48 “Jacked; Fallen Idol”

 HALL 20 185 312 “Baby, It’s Cold Inside” (2021) Jocelyn Hudon, Steve Lund. Å (DVS) “Heart of the Holidays” (2020) Vanessa Lengies, Corey Sevier. Å (DVS) The Golden Girls The Golden Girls The Golden Girls The Golden Girls

 FX 22 136 248 (5:00) ››‡ “Fast & Furious Presents: Hobbs & Shaw” (2019, Action) Å ›››‡ “Spider-Man: Far From Home” (2019) Tom Holland. Spider-Man and Mysterio battle four elemental creatures. ›››‡ “Spider-Man: Far From Home”

 CNN 24 200 202 The Situation Room With Wolf Blitzer Erin Burnett OutFront (N) (Live) Å Anderson Cooper 360 (N) (Live) Å CNN Tonight (N) (Live) Å Don Lemon Tonight (N) (Live) Å Don Lemon Tonight (N) (Live) Å

 TNT 25 138 245  All Elite Wrestling: Rampage (N) Å k NHL Hockey New York Rangers at Pittsburgh Penguins. (N) Å k NHL Hockey Calgary Flames at Dallas Stars. Western Conference First Round, Game 6. (N) Å

 NIK 26 170 299 SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob The Smurfs (N) Middlemost Post Tooned In (N) SpongeBob Friends Å Friends Å Friends Å Friends Å Friends Å

 PARMT 28 168 241 Two and Half Men Two and Half Men Two and Half Men Two and Half Men ››‡ “The Sandlot” (1993, Children’s) Thomas Guiry, Mike Vitar, Patrick Renna. Å ››‡ “The Sandlot” (1993) Thomas Guiry, Mike Vitar. Å

 MY-TV 29 32 - Addams Family Happy Days Å M*A*S*H Å M*A*S*H Å Chicago P.D. “Silence of the Night” Chicago P.D. “Stepping Stone” Å Hogan’s Heroes Hogan’s Heroes Carol Burnett Perry Mason Å

 DISN 31 172 290 Jessie Å Jessie Å Jessie Å Raven’s Home Raven’s Home (N) Amphibia “All In” Å The Owl House Big City Greens Big City Greens Raven’s Home Raven’s Home

 LIFE 32 108 252 Castle Å Castle “Kill Switch” Å Castle An actor is murdered. Å Castle “Bad Santa” Å (:03) Castle Castle gets his P.I. license. (:03) Castle “Private Eye Caramba!”

 USA 33 105 242 Chicago Fire “You Will Hurt Him” Chicago Fire “Not Like This”  USFL Football Michigan Panthers vs Tampa Bay Bandits. From Protective Stadium in Birmingham, Ala. (N) Å Chicago Fire Casey returns to work.

 BET 34 124 329 Big Mommas ›‡ “Blue Streak” (1999) Martin Lawrence. Thief tries to retrieve a cache from a police station. Å New York Undercover Å New York Undercover “Color Lines” Martin Å Martin Å

 ESPN 35 140 206 SportsCenter (N) (Live) Å NBA Countdown d NBA Basketball Conference Semifinal: Teams TBA. (N) d NBA Basketball Memphis Grizzlies at Golden State Warriors. (N)

 ESPN2 36 144 209  College Softball SEC Tournament, Semifinal 2: Teams TBA. UFC Knockouts UFC Live a College Baseball Ole Miss at LSU. From Alex Box Stadium in Baton Rouge, La. (N) SportsCenter (N)

 SUNSP 37 - - (5:00) The Rally (N) Rays Pregame a MLB Baseball Toronto Blue Jays at Tampa Bay Rays. (N) Rays Postgame Rays All-Access Icons Horrow The Card Life

 DISCV 38 182 278 Hoffman Family Gold “Ice Cold Gold” Hoffman Family Gold: Pay Dirt (N) Gold Rush “Dash for the Cash” Freddy and Juan head home. (N) Å Gold Rush: Freddy Dodge’s Mine

 TBS 39 139 247 Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory k NHL Hockey First Round: Teams TBA. (N) Å

 HLN 40 202 204 Real Life Nightmare Å Forensic Files Forensic Files Forensic Files Forensic Files Forensic Files Forensic Files Forensic Files Forensic Files Forensic Files Forensic Files

 FNC 41 205 360 Special Report With Bret Baier (N) Jesse Watters Primetime (N) Å Tucker Carlson Tonight (N) (Live) Å Hannity (N) (Live) Å The Ingraham Angle (N) (Live) Å Gutfeld! (N) Å

 E! 45 114 236 (5:00) ››› “Dirty Dancing” (1987) Å › “Coyote Ugly” (2000, Romance-Comedy) Piper Perabo, Adam Garcia. Å ››› “13 Going on 30” (2004) Jennifer Garner, Mark Ruffalo, Judy Greer. Å Nikki Glaser Nikki Glaser

 TRAVEL 46 196 277 A Haunting “Haunted Past” Å A Haunting “Demon Whispers” Å A Haunting “House of Nightmares” A Haunting “Beware the Shadows” Demonic forces torment two teen sisters. A Haunting “Wicked Eviction” Å

 HGTV 47 112 229 Dream Home Dream Home Dream Home Dream Home Dream Home Dream Home Vacation House Rules (N) Vacation House Rules (N) Å Dream Home Dream Home

 TLC 48 183 280 90 Day: The Single Life Å 90 Day: The Single Life Å 90 Day Fiancé With bonus scenes; Kobe meets his son. (N) 90 Day Fiancé (N) 90 Day: The Single Life Å 90 Day Fiancé

 HIST 49 120 269 The UnXplained Å (DVS) The UnXplained Å (DVS) The UnXplained Å (DVS) The UnXplained “Mysterious Tombs” (:03) The UnXplained Å (DVS) (:05) The UnXplained Å (DVS)

 ANPL 50 184 282 Animal Cribs “Cat Build Gone Wild” Animal Cribs “Bunny Beach Bungalow” Treehouse Masters: Branched Out The crew builds a treetop tasting room. (N) Insane Pools: Off the Deep End Insane Pools: Off the Deep End

 FOOD 51 110 231 Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners, Drive

 TBN 52 260 372 Eric Metaxas The Watchman The Potter’s Touch Centerpoint Å Jesus in the Storm Å Jesus in the Storm Å Robert Morris: Centerpoint Å Jesus in the Storm Å

 FSN-FL 56 - - Marlins Pregame a MLB Baseball Milwaukee Brewers at Miami Marlins. (N) Marlins Postgame Marlins Acess Marlins Clubhouse  World Poker

 SYFY 58 122 244 Quantum Leap Å (:05) Quantum Leap Å (:10) Quantum Leap Å (:15) Quantum Leap Sam romances a mobster’s girl. Å (:20) Quantum Leap Å Quantum Leap

 AMC 60 130 254 ›› “Friday the 13th” (1980, Horror) Betsy Palmer, Adrienne King. Å ›‡ “Friday the 13th, Part 2” (1981, Horror) Amy Steel, John Furey. Å ›‡ “Friday the 13th Part 3” (1982, Horror) Dana Kimmell, Paul Kratka. Å

 COM 62 107 249 The Office Å The Office Å The Office Å The Office Å The Office Å The Office Å The Office “Fire” The Office Å The Office Å The Office Å South Park Å (:36) South Park

 CMT 63 166 327 Last Man Standing Last Man Standing Last Man Standing Last Man Standing Last Man Standing Last Man Standing ›››‡ “Shrek” (2001, Children’s) Voices of Mike Myers, Eddie Murphy. Å ››› “Shrek 2” (2004, Children’s) Å

 NGWILD 108 190 283 Heartland Docs, DVM Å Heartland Docs, DVM Å Critter Fixers: Country Vets Å Critter Fixers: Country Vets Heartland Docs, DVM: Family Values (:15) Critter Fixers: Country Vets Å

 NGEO 109 186 276 Gordon Ramsay: Uncharted Å Gordon Ramsay: Uncharted Å Gordon Ramsay’s 24 Hours to Hell Gordon Ramsay’s 24 Hours to Hell Gordon Ramsay’s 24 Hours to Hell Gordon Ramsay’s 24 Hours to Hell

 SCIENCE 110 193 284 Lost Cities of the Amazon Å Lost Cities of the Amazon Å Lost Cities of the Jungle Å Unearthed Å Lost Cities of the Jungle Å

 ID 111 192 285 Evil Lives Here Å Evil Lives Here Å Calls From the Inside Å Calls From the Inside Å Calls From the Inside Å Crimes- Eyewi. Chaos in Court

 SEC 743 408 611 a(5:30) College Baseball Georgia at Tennessee. From Lindsey Nelson Stadium in Knoxville, Tenn. (N) a College Baseball Alabama at Auburn. From Plainsman Park in Auburn, Ala. (N) SEC Now (N) (Live)

 HBO 302 300 501 (4:20) Pacific Rim (:35) Gentleman Jack Å (:35) ›› “Dear Evan Hansen” (2021, Musical) Ben Platt, Amy Adams, Julianne Moore. ‘PG-13’ Å Real Time With Bill Maher (N) Å Black Lady Real, Bill Maher

 MAX 320 310 515 (4:20) Let Him Go (:16) ››› “Freaky” (2020, Horror) Vince Vaughn. ‘R’ Å ›››‡ “Promising Young Woman” (2020) Carey Mulligan. Premiere. ‘R’ Å (9:55) › “The Happening” (2008) Mark Wahlberg. ‘R’ Å (:27) The Voices

 SHOW 340 318 545  MMA ›‡ “The Love Guru” (2008) Mike Myers. ‘PG-13’ Å Couples Therapy Couples Therapy I Love That for You I Love That for You “Dating & New York” (2021) Jaboukie Young-White. ‘PG-13’ Couples Therapy

SCOREBOARD

MLB

AMERICAN LEAGUE

East Division

 W L Pct GB

New York 22 8  .733 _

Tampa Bay 19 13  .594 4

Toronto 17 15  .531 6

Baltimore 14 18  .438 9

Boston 11 20  .355 11½

Central Division

 W L Pct GB

Minnesota 18 14  .563 _

Chicago 15 14  .517 1½

Cleveland 15 15  .500 2

Kansas City 10 18  .357 6

Detroit 9 23  .281 9

West Division

 W L Pct GB

Houston 21 11  .656 _

Los Angeles 21 12  .636 ½

Seattle 14 18  .438 7

Oakland 14 19  .424 7½

Texas 12 17  .414 7½

NATIONAL LEAGUE

East Division

 W L Pct GB

New York 22 11  .667 _

Atlanta 15 17  .469 6½

Miami 14 17  .452 7

Philadelphia 14 17  .452 7

Washington 11 22  .333 11

Central Division

 W L Pct GB

Milwaukee 20 12  .625 _

St. Louis 17 14  .548 2½

Pittsburgh 13 18  .419 6½

Chicago 11 19  .367 8

Cincinnati 8 24  .250 12

West Division

 W L Pct GB

Los Angeles 20 9  .690 _

San Diego 20 12  .625 1½

San Francisco 19 12  .613 2

Arizona 17 15  .531 4½

Colorado 16 15  .516 5

Wednesday’s Games

N.Y. Yankees 5, Toronto 3

Pittsburgh 5, L.A. Dodgers 3

Cincinnati 14, Milwaukee 11 

Miami 11, Arizona 3

Philadelphia 4, Seattle 2

San Francisco 7, Colorado 1

Chicago Cubs 7, San Diego 5

Tampa Bay 4, L.A. Angels 2, 10 innings

Washington 8, N.Y. Mets 3

Oakland 9, Detroit 0

Atlanta 5, Boston 3

St. Louis 10, Baltimore 1

Kansas City 8, Texas 2

Houston at Minnesota, sus., 1st game

Houston at Minnesota, sus., 2nd game

Cleveland at Chicago White Sox, ppd.

Thursday’s Games

Oakland 5, Detroit 3

N.Y. Mets 4, Washington 1

Baltimore 3, St. Louis 2

Houston 11, Minnesota 3, 1st game

Houston 5, Minnesota 0, 2nd game

Kansas City at Texas, 8:05 p.m.

N.Y. Yankees at Chicago White Sox, 8:10 p.m.

Friday’s Games

Cincinnati (Mahle 1-4) at Pittsburgh (Keller 

0-4), 6:35 p.m.

Milwaukee (Burnes 1-2) at Miami (López 

4-1), 6:40 p.m.

Houston (Valdez 1-2) at Washington (Gray 

4-2), 7:05 p.m.

Baltimore (Lyles 2-2) at Detroit (Rodriguez 

0-2), 7:10 p.m.

Seattle (Gonzales 1-4) at N.Y. Mets 

(Scherzer 4-1), 7:10 p.m.

Toronto (Gausman 3-1) at Tampa Bay 

(Rasmussen 3-1), 7:10 p.m.

San Diego (Darvish 3-1) at Atlanta (Fried 

4-2), 7:20 p.m.

Boston (Pivetta 0-4) at Texas (Dunning 1-1), 

8:05 p.m.

Cleveland (Civale 1-2) at Minnesota (Gray 

0-1), 8:10 p.m.

N.Y. Yankees (Cole 2-0) at Chicago White 

Sox (Velasquez 2-2), 8:10 p.m.

San Francisco (Webb 4-1) at St. Louis (Hicks 

1-2), 8:15 p.m.

Kansas City (Greinke 0-2) at Colorado 

(Freeland 1-3), 8:40 p.m.

L.A. Angels (Silseth 0-0) at Oakland 

(Jefferies 1-5), 9:40 p.m.

Chicago Cubs (Smyly 1-3) at Arizona 

(Davies 1-1), 9:40 p.m.

Philadelphia (Gibson 3-1) at L.A. Dodgers 

(Kershaw 4-0), 10:10 p.m.

NBA PLAYOFFS

EASTERN CONFERENCE

CONFERENCE SEMIFINALS

(Best-of-7)

Wednesday’s Games

Game 5: Milwaukee 110, Boston 107

Bucks lead series 3-2

Thursday’s Games

Game 6: Miami 99, Philadelphia 96

Heat win series 4-2

Friday’s Games

Game 6: Boston at Milwaukee, 7:30 p.m.

WESTERN CONFERENCE

CONFERENCE SEMIFINALS

(Best-of-7)

Wednesday’s Games

Game 5: Golden State 134, Memphis 95

Warriors lead series 3-2

Thursday’s Games

Game 6: Phoenix at Dallas, 9:30 p.m.

Suns lead series 3-2

Friday’s Games

Game 6: Golden State at Memphis, 10 p.m.

NHL PLAYOFFS

EASTERN CONFERENCE

FIRST ROUND

(Best-of-7)

Wednesday’s Games

Game 5: N.Y. Rangers 5, Pittsburgh 3

Penguins lead series 3-2

Game 5: Florida 5, Washington 3

Panthers lead series 3-2

Thursday’s Games

Game 6: Boston 5, Carolina 2

Series is tied 3-3

Game 6: Toronto at Tampa Bay, 7:30 p.m.

Maple Leafs lead series 3-2

Friday’s Games

Game 6: N.Y. Rangers at Pittsburgh, 7 p.m.

Game 6: Florida at Washington, 7:30 p.m.

WESTERN CONFERENCE

FIRST ROUND

(Best-of-7)

Wednesday’s Games

Game 5: Calgary 3, Dallas 1

Flames lead series 3-2

Thursday’s Games

Game 6: Minnesota at St. Louis, 9:30 p.m.

Blues lead series 3-2

Game 6: Edmonton at Los Angeles, 10 p.m. 

Kings lead series 3-2

Friday’s Games

Game 6: Calgary at Dallas, 9:30 p.m.                

SPORTS ON TV
Friday, May 13

AUSTRALIAN RULES FOOTBALL

12 a.m. (Saturday)

FS2 — AFL Premiership: Port Adelaide at 

North Melbourne

5:30 a.m. (Saturday)

FS1 — AFL Premiership: Essendon at Sydney

COLLEGE BASEBALL

4 p.m.

ESPNU — Indiana St. at S. Illinois

5:30 p.m.

SECN — Georgia at Tennessee

6 p.m.

ACCN — Wake Forest at North Carolina

7 p.m.

ESPNU — Nebraska at Illinois

FS1 — Xavier at UConn

8:30 p.m.

ESPN2 — Mississippi at LSU

SECN — Alabama at Auburn

COLLEGE SOFTBALL

12 p.m.

FS2 — Big East Tournament: TBD, 

Semifinal, Rosemont, Ill.

1 p.m.

ACCN — Atlantic Coast Tournament: TBD, 

Semifinal, Pittsburgh

2 p.m.

BTN — Big Ten Tournament: TBD, 

Semifinal, East Lansing, Mich.

ESPNU — Big 12 Tournament: TBD vs. 

Oklahoma, Semifinal, Oklahoma City

3 p.m.

ESPN2 — Southeastern Tournament: TBD, 

Semifinal, Gainesville

FS2 — Big East Tournament: TBD, 

Semifinal, Rosemont, Ill.

3:30 p.m.

ACCN — Atlantic Coast Tournament: TBD, 

Semifinal, Pittsburgh

5 p.m.

BTN — Big Ten Tournament: TBD, 

Semifinal, East Lansing, Mich.

5:30 p.m.

ESPN2 — Southeastern Tournament: TBD, 

Semifinal, Gainesville

COLLEGE TRACK AND FIELD

7:30 p.m.

PAC-12N — Pac-12 Championships: 

Women’s Hammer Throw, Eugene, Ore.

10:30 p.m.

PAC-12N — Pac-12 Championships: 

Women’s 10K, Eugene, Ore.

11:15 p.m.

PAC-12N — Pac-12 Championships: Men’s 

10K, Eugene, Ore.

GOLF

7 a.m.

GOLF — DP World Tour: The Soudal Open, 

Second Round, Rinkven International Golf 

& Country Club, Antwerp, Belgium

10:30 a.m.

GOLF — LPGA Tour: The Cognizant 

Founders Cup, Second Round, Upper 

Montclair Country Club, Clifton, N.J.

1:30 p.m.

GOLF — PGA Tour Champions: The Regions 

Tradition, Second Round, Greystone 

Founders Course, Birmingham, Ala.

4 p.m.

GOLF — PGA Tour: The AT&T Byron 

Nelson, Second Round, TPC Craig Ranch, 

McKinney, Texas

HORSE RACING

2 p.m.

FS2 — NYRA: America’s Day at the Races

5 p.m.

FS2 — NYRA: America’s Day at the Races

IIHF HOCKEY (MEN’S)

9 a.m.

NHLN — World Championship Group Stage: 

U.S. vs. Latvia, Group B, Tampere, Finland

1 p.m.

NHLN — World Championship Group Stage: 

Germany vs. Canada, Group A, Helsinki

5 a.m. (Saturday)

NHLN — World Championship Group 

Stage: Sweden vs. Austria, Group B, 

Tampere, Finland

LACROSSE (MEN’S)

10 p.m.

ESPNU — NLL Western Conference Final: 

Colorado at San Diego, Game 1

MIXED MARTIAL ARTS

4 p.m.

SHO — Bellator 281 Main Card: Michael 

Page vs. Logan Storley (Welterweights), 

London

NBA BASKETBALL

7:40 p.m.

ESPN — Eastern Conference Semifinal: 

Boston at Milwaukee, Game 6

10 p.m.

ESPN — Western Conference Semifinal: 

Memphis at Golden State, Game 6

NHL HOCKEY

7 p.m.

TNT — Eastern Conference First Round: 

NY Rangers at Pittsburgh, Game 6

7:30 p.m.

TBS — Eastern Conference First Round: 

Florida at Washington, Game 6

9:30 p.m.

TNT — Western Conference First Round: 

Calgary at Dallas, Game 6

RODEO

8 p.m.

CBSSN — PBR: World Finals, Round 1, Fort 

Worth, Texas

SOCCER (WOMEN’S)

10:30 p.m.

CBSSN — NWSL: OL Reign at Portland FC

TENNIS

6 a.m. (Saturday)

TENNIS — Rome-WTA/ATP Singles and 

Doubles Semifinals

USFL FOOTBALL

8 p.m.

USA — Michigan vs. Tampa Bay, 

Birmingham, Ala. 

Derby winner Rich Strike not running in Preakness

Rich Strike will not run in the Preakness after his major upset 
to win the Kentucky Derby, keeping horse racing from having a 
Triple Crown winner for a fourth consecutive year.

Owner Rich Dawson made the stunning announcement 
Thursday, 10 days before the race in Maryland.

Dawson said he and trainer Eric Reed agreed to stick with the 
initial plan for Rich Strike and rest him for five weeks. Rich Strike, 
at 80-1, was the biggest long shot to win the Derby in more 
than a century. Only Donerail in 1913 paid more to win.

The plan now is to have Rich Strike ready to run in the 
Belmont Stakes in New York on June 11.

DENVER

Broncos’ Jeudy arrested in domestic-violence case

Broncos wide receiver Jerry Jeudy was arrested Thursday on 
a domestic violence-related charge in suburban Denver and 
was being held at the Arapahoe County Jail, which is next to the 
team’s training complex.

Jeudy, the Broncos’ first-round draft pick out of Alabama in 
2020, was taken into custody on suspicion of second-degree 
criminal tampering with a domestic violence enhancer, a misde-
meanor, the Arapahoe County Sheriff’s Office said.

MEMPHIS, Tenn.

Grizzlies’ Zach Kleiman named NBA executive of year

Memphis Grizzlies general manager Zach Kleiman has been 
named the NBA basketball executive of the year, the youngest 
ever to win the award.

The Grizzlies GM received 16 of 29 first-place votes and 
earned 85 total points. Cleveland president Koby Altman and 
Chicago executive vice president of basketball operations 
Arturas Karnisovas tied for second. Phoenix general manager 
James Jones and Miami president Pat Riley tied for fourth.

— Associated Press

IN BRIEF

NHL PLAYOFFS NBA PLAYOFFS

Heat beat 76ers in Game 6 

to advance to East finals

By DAN GELSTON

Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — 
Jimmy Butler scored 32 
points and waved “bye 
bye” to the Philly crowd 
as he sent the Miami 
Heat into the Eastern 
Conference finals with 
a 99-90 victory over the 
Philadelphia 76ers on 
Thursday night in Game 6.

The Heat will play the 
winner of the Milwaukee-
Boston series. The 
defending champion 
Bucks lead that series 3-2, 
with Game 6 on Friday 

night in Milwaukee.
The Heat reached the 

conference finals for the 
second time in three sea-
sons, again with Butler 
leading the charge. Philly 
fans — and many inside 
the 76ers organization — 
still can’t believe the fran-
chise let Butler get away 
after the 2019 season. He 
did not mess around and 
scored 14 points on 6-of-
9 shooting in the third 
quarter when the Heat 
used a 16-2 run to take 
control.

Joel Embiid, the NBA 
scoring champion, scored 
20 points for Philadelphia 

on 7-of-24 shooting.
Coming off a 35-point 

victory in Game 5, the 
Heat wore down a bat-
tered Sixers team. Embiid 
looked gassed as he 
gamely tried to carry the 
Sixers. He had little lift 
and had a pull-up jumper 
blocked by Bam Adebayo 
in the third.

James Harden scored all 
of his 11 points in the first 
half. He had four turnovers 
and four baskets.

The Heat are thrilled 
with an NBA champi-
onship still in play. Max 
Strus had 20 points and 11 
rebounds.

MATT SLOCUM/Associated Press

Miami Heat’s Jimmy Butler (22) waves by to the fans during Game 6 against the 
Philadelphia 76ers on Thursday in Philadelphia.

Bruins 

force 

Game 7
By JIMMY GOLEN

Associated Press

BOSTON — Brad 
Marchand scored one goal 
and assisted on another, 
and Jeremy Swayman 
stopped 23 shots to lead 
the Boston Bruins past 
the Carolina Hurricanes 
5-2 on Thursday night 
and send their first-round 
playoff series to a decisive 
seventh game.

The home team has 
won all six games in the 
series so far — an edge 
for Carolina, which will 
host Game 7 on Saturday. 
The winner will play 
either the Penguins or 
Rangers in the Eastern 
Conference semifinals; 
Pittsburgh leads that 
series 3-2 heading into 
Game 6 on Friday night.

Andrei Svechnikov 
scored twice and Antti 
Raanta made 29 saves 
for the Hurricanes, who 
have won three games by 
a combined score of 15-4 
and lost three by a total 
of 14-6.

Charlie Coyle also 
scored for Boston, and 
Erik Haula and Derek 
Forbort added third-pe-
riod goals before Curtis 
Lazar backhanded the 
puck into the empty net 
with 4:17 to play.
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IN  THE  CIRCUIT  COURT  OF
THE  THIRD  JUDICIAL  CIR-
CUIT
IN  AND  FOR  COLUMBIA
COUNTY, FLORIDA
CIVIL ACTION
WELLS  FARGO  BANK,  N.A.,
AS  TRUSTEE  FOR  PARK
PLACE  SECURITIES,  INC.,
ASSET-BACKED  PASS-
THROUGH  CERTIFICATES,
SERIES  2004-MCW1,  CLASS
A-1 CERTIFICATES,
Plaintiff,
CASE NO.:12-2021-CA-000179
vs.
DIVISION: 
ARDYTH MEEKS, et al,
Defendant(s).
NOTICE  OF  RESCHEDULED
SALE
NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN
Pursuant  to  an  Order
Rescheduling Foreclosure Sale
dated  April  13,  2022,  and  en-
tered in Case No. 12-2021-CA-
000179 of  the  Circuit  Court  of
the Third Judicial Circuit  in and
for Columbia County, Florida in
which Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.,
as Trustee for Park Place  Se-
curities,  Inc.,  Asset-Backed
Pass-Through  Certificates,  Se-
ries  2004-MCW1,  Class  A-1
Certificates, is the Plaintiff  and
Ardyth  Meeks,  Raymond  L.
Meeks, Ronald Ford, are defen-
dants,  the  Columbia  County
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  will
sell to the highest and best bid-
der  for cash in/on on the third
floor  of  the  Columbia  County
Courthouse  at  173  N.E.  Her-
nando Avenue, Lake City, Flori-
da   32055,  Columbia  County,
Florida  at  11:00AM on the  1st
day of June, 2022, the following
described property as set forth
in said Final Judgment of Fore-
closure:
THE NORTH 344.26 FEET OF
THE  SOUTH  1/2  OF  THE
SOUTHEAST  1/4  OF  THE
SOUTHEAST  1/4  OF  SEC-
TION  23  TOWNSHIP  05
SOUTH  RANGE  15
COLUMBIA  COUNTY,  FLORI-
DA. LESS AND EXCEPT THE
WEST  436.56  FEET OF  THE
EAST 1/2 OF THE SOUTH 1/2
OF THE SOUTH 1/2 OF THE
SOUTHEAST  1/4  COLUMBIA
COUNTY, FLORIDA.
TOGETHER  WITH A  MOBILE
HOME  LOCATED  THEREON
AS A  PERMANENT  FIXTURE
AND  APPURTENANCE
THERETO, DESCRIBED AS A
1994  DOUBLEWIDE  HOME
BEARING  TITLE  NUMBERS:
66216903 AND 66216902; VIN
NUMBERS:
GAFLP05A21227CW  AND
GAFLP05B21227CW.
A/K/A  1002  DAISY RD,  LAKE
CITY, FL 32024
Any person claiming an interest
in the surplus from the sale,  if
any,  other  than  the  property
owner as of the date of the Lis
Pendens  must  file a claim be-
fore  the Clerk  reports  the  sur-
plus as unclaimed.
Dated  in  Columbia  County,
Florida this 3 day of May, 2022.
Clerk of the Circuit Court
Columbia County, Florida 
By: Amber Hancock
Deputy Clerk
Albertelli Law
Attorney for Plaintiff
P.O. Box 23028
Tampa, FL  33623
(813) 221-4743
CT - 19-016796
If you are a person with a dis-
ability  who  needs  any  accom-
modation in order to participate
in this proceeding, you are enti-
tled,  at no cost  to you,  to the
provision of certain assistance.
Persons  with  a  disability  who
need any accommodation in or-
der  to  participate  should  call
Carrina Cooper, ADA Coordina-
tor,  Third  Judicial  Circuit,  P.O.
Box 1569, Lake City, Florida, at
(386)  758-2163  within  two  (2)
working days of your receipt of
this  notice;  if  you  are  hearing
impaired call (800) 955-8771; if
your  voice impaired,  call  (800)
955-8770.   To  file  response
please contact Columbia Coun-
ty Clerk of Court, 173 NE. Her-
nando  Ave.,  Lake  City,  FL
32056-2069;  Fax:  (386)  758-
1337.
The above is to be published in
the Lake City Reporter
180  East  Duval  Street,  Lake
City, FL 32055
 
702801
May 6, 13, 2022

NOTICE  OF  PUBLIC  HEAR-
ING
CONCERNING  AN  AMEND-
MENT TO THE
COLUMBIA  COUNTY  COM-
PREHENSIVE PLAN
BY THE PLANNING AND ZON-
ING  BOARD  OF  COLUMBIA
COUNTY,  FLORIDA,  SERV-
ING  ALSO  AS  THE  LOCAL
PLANNING  AGENCY  OF
COLUMBIA  COUNTY,  FLORI-
DA, NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN that,  pursuant  to  Sections
163.3161  through  163.3248,
Florida  Statutes,  as  amended,
and the Columbia County Land
Development  Regulations,  as
amended,  hereinafter  referred
to  as  the  Land  Development
Regulations, objections, recom-
mendations  and  comments
concerning the amendment, as
described below, will  be heard
by  the  Planning  and  Zoning

by  the  Planning  and  Zoning
Board  of  Columbia  County,
Florida, serving also as the Lo-
cal  Planning  Agency  of
Columbia County,  Florida, at a
public  hearings  on  May  26,
2022 at 6:05 p.m.,  or as soon
thereafter as the matter can be
heard, in the School Board Ad-
ministrative Complex located at
372  West  Duval  Street,  Lake
City, Florida.
CPA  0242,  an  application  by
Brad Womble, Managing Mem-
ber of 386 Development, LLC.,
owner,  to  amend  the  Future
Land  Use  Plan  Map  of  the
Comprehensive  Plan  by
amending  the  future  land  use
classification  from  INDUSTRI-
AL  to  RESIDENTIAL,  LOW
DENISTY  for  the  property  de-
scribed, as follows:
LOTS 2, 3 AND 4, PINE RIDGE
ESTATES,  A  SUBDIVISION
ACCORDING  TO  THE  PLAT
THEREOF  RECORDED  IN
PLAT  BOOK  5,  PAGE  18,
PUBLIC  RECORDS,
COLUMBIA  COUNTY,  FLORI-
DA.
Containing 3.00 acres, more or
less.
Tax Parcel Numbers 27-3s-16-
02323-002,  27-3s-16-02323-
003, and 27-3s-16-02323-004
CPA  0244,  an  application  by
Tori Humphries of North Florida
Professional  Services,  Inc.,
agent  for Newburn Road Land
Group,  LLC,  owner,  to  amend
the Future Land Use Plan Map
of the Comprehensive Plan by
amending  the  future  land  use
classification  from  RESIDEN-
TIAL, VERY LOW DENSITY to
RESIDENTIAL, LOW DENISTY
for  the  property  described,  as
follows:
The NW ¼ of the SE ¼ of Sec-
tion  3,  Township  4  South,
Range  16  East,  Columbia
County, Florida.
Less and Except:
Any  portion  lying  within  the
right-of-way  of  SW  County
Road 252B; and,
A part of the NW ¼ of the SE ¼
of Section 3, Township 4 South,
Range  16  East,  Columbia
County,  Florida,  more  particu-
larly  described  as  follows:
Commence  at  the  NW Corner
of  the  NW  ¼ of  the  SE  ¼ of
said  Section  3  and  run  S  02°
19’30” E, along the west line of
said NW ¼ of the SE ¼, a dis-
tance of 1.91 feet to the POINT
OF BEGINNING; Thence N 88°
18’55” E, along the north line of
the NW ¼ of the SE ¼, as es-
tablished  by  L.E.  Britt,  a  dis-
tance of 23.29 feet;  Thence  S
02°12’17”  E,  a  distance  of
645.39  feet;  Thence  S  02°
11’55” E,  a distance of 685.02
feet to a point on the south line
of  the  NW  ¼  of  the  SE  ¼;
Thence  S  88°17’34”  W,  along
the south line of the NW ¼ of
the SE ¼,  a distance of 20.42
feet  to  the  SW  corner  of  the
NW ¼ of the SE ¼; Thence N
02°19’30” W along the west line
of the NW ¼ of the SE ¼, a dis-
tance  of  1,330.45  feet  to  the
POINT OF BEGINNING
Containing 39.8 acres, more or
less.
Tax  Parcel  Number  03-4S-16-
02740-000
The public hearing may be con-
tinued  to  one  or  more  future
date.  Any interested party shall
be advised that  the date,  time
and place of any continuation of
the public hearing shall  be an-
nounced during the public hear-
ing  and  that  no  further  notice
concerning  the  matter  will  be
published, unless said continu-
ation  exceeds  six  calendar
weeks  from  the  date  of  the
above  referenced  public  hear-
ing.
At  the  aforementioned  public
hearing,  all  interested  parties
may  appear  to  be  heard  with
respect to the amendment.

703503
May 13, 2022

NOTICE  OF  PUBLIC  HEAR-
ING
CONCERNING  AN  AMEND-
MENT TO THE
COLUMBIA  COUNTY  LAND
DEVELOPMENT  REGULA-
TIONS
BY THE PLANNING AND ZON-
ING  BOARD  OF  COLUMBIA
COUNTY,  FLORIDA,  SERV-
ING  ALSO  AS  THE  LOCAL
PLANNING  AGENCY  OF
COLUMBIA  COUNTY,  FLORI-
DA, NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN that,  pursuant  to  Sections
163.3161  through  163.3248,
Florida  Statutes,  as  amended,
and the Columbia County Land
Development  Regulations,  as
amended,  hereinafter  referred
to  as  the  Land  Development
Regulations, objections, recom-
mendations  and  comments
concerning  the  amendments,
as  described  below,  will  be
heard by the Planning and Zon-
ing Board of Columbia County,
Florida, serving also as the Lo-
cal  Planning  Agency  of
Columbia  County,  Florida,  at
public  hearings  on  May  26,
2022 at 6:05 p.m.,  or as soon
thereafter  as  the  matters  can
be  heard,  in  the  Columbia
County  Public  Library  located
at  308  NW  Columbia  Avenue,
Lake City, Florida. 
Z 0606, an application by Brad
Womble, Managing Member of
386 Development, LLC., owner,
to amend the Official Zoning At-
las  of  the  Land  Development
Regulations  by  amending  the
zoning district  of certain lands,
the Planning and Zoning Board,
serving also as the Local Plan-
ning  Agency,  recommends  to
the  Board  of  County  Commis-
sioners  that  the  zoning  district
be amended from INDUSTRIAL
(“I”) to RESIDENTIAL, SINGLE
FAMILY/MOBILE  HOME-2
(“RSF/MH-2”)  for  the  property
described, as follows:
LOTS 2, 3 AND 4, PINE RIDGE
ESTATES,  A  SUBDIVISION
ACCORDING  TO  THE  PLAT
THEREOF  RECORDED  IN
PLAT  BOOK  5,  PAGE  18,
PUBLIC  RECORDS,
COLUMBIA  COUNTY,  FLORI-
DA.
Containing 3.00 acres, more or
less.
Tax Parcel Numbers 27-3s-16-
02323-002,  27-3s-16-02323-
003, and 27-3s-16-02323-004
The  public  hearings  may  be
continued to one or more future
date.  Any interested party shall
be advised that  the date,  time
and place of any continuation of
the public hearings shall be an-
nounced during the public hear-
ings  and that  no further notice
concerning  the  matters  will  be
published, unless said continu-
ation  exceeds  six  calendar
weeks  from  the  date  of  the
above  referenced  public  hear-
ings.
At  the  aforementioned  public
hearings,  all  interested  parties
may  appear  to  be  heard  with
respect to the amendments.
Copies of the amendments are
available  for  public  inspection
at  the  Office  of  the  County
Planner,  County  Administrative
Offices  located  at  135  North-
east  Hernando  Avenue,  Lake
City,  Florida,  during  regular
business hours.
All  persons  are advised  that  if
they decide to appeal any deci-
sion  made  at  the above  refer-
enced  public  hearing,  they will
need a record of the proceed-
ings,  and  that,  for  such  pur-
pose, they may need to ensure
that  a  verbatim  record  of  the
proceedings  is  made,  which
record  includes  the  testimony
and  evidence  upon  which  the
appeal is to be based. 
In  accordance  with  the  Ameri-
cans  with  Disabilities Act,  per-
sons needing a special accom-
modation  or  an  interpreter  to
participate  in  the  proceeding
should  contact  Lisa  K.  B.
Roberts, at least forty-eight (48)
hours  prior  to  the  date  of  the
hearing.   Ms. Roberts  may be
contacted by telephone at (386)
758-1005  or  by  Telecommuni-
cation Device for Deaf at (386)
758-2139.

703500
May 13, 2022

IN  THE  CIRCUIT  COURT  OF
THE  THIRD  JUDICIAL  CIR-
CUIT IN AND FOR COLUMBIA
COUNTY, FLORIDA. 
CIVIL DIVISION
CASE NO. 22000108CAAXMX
RUSHMORE LOAN MANAGE-
MENT SERVICES LLC,
Plaintiff,
vs.
TIMOTHY  ALEXANDER  FOR-
TUNAS;  DONALD  HUGH
CHASTEEN; UNKNOWN TEN-
ANT NO.  1; UNKNOWN TEN-
ANT  NO.  2;  and  ALL  UN-
KNOWN  PARTIES  CLAIMING
INTERESTS  BY,  THROUGH,
UNDER  OR  AGAINST  A
NAMED  DEFENDANT  TO
THIS  ACTION,  OR  HAVING
OR CLAIMING TO HAVE ANY
RIGHT,  TITLE  OR INTEREST
IN  THE  PROPERTY  HEREIN
DESCRIBED,
Defendant(s).
NOTICE OF ACTION
TO: DONALD  HUGH  CHAS-
TEEN
Last Known Address
134  Moo  #6  Thambon  Pak
Phrack
Amphur  Muang  District,  Kan-
chanaburi
Thailand 71000
Current Residence is Unknown
YOU  ARE  NOTIFIED  that  an
action to foreclose a mortgage
on  the  following  described
property  in  Columbia  County,
Florida:
LOT 6,  BLOCK A,  OF WEST-
WOOD ACRES SUBDIVISION,
ACCORDING  TO  THE  PLAT
THEREOF, AS RECORDED IN
PLAT BOOK 3, PAGE 69,  OF
THE  PUBLIC  RECORDS  OF
COLUMBIA  COUNTY,  FLORI-
DA.
has been filed against you and
you  are  required  to  serve  a
copy of your written defenses, if
any,  to  it  on  Diaz  Anselmo  &
Associates,  P.A.,  Plaintiff's  at-
torneys, whose address is P.O.
BOX  19519,  Fort  Lauderdale,
FL 33318, (954) 564-0071, an-
swers@dallegal.com,  within 30
days from first date of publica-
tion,  and  file  the  original  with
the  Clerk  of  this  Court  either
before  service  on Plaintiff's  at-
torneys  or  immediately  there-
after; otherwise a default will be
entered against you for the re-
lief demanded in the complaint
or petition.
DATED on May 10, 2022.
James M. Swisher Jr.,
As Clerk of the Court By:Am-
ber Hancock
As Deputy Clerk
PUBLISH  IN:  Lake  City  Re-
porter 
Fax  first  insertion  to  Diaz
Anselmo  &  Associates,  P.A.
(954) 564-9252
In  accordance  with  the  Ameri-
cans  with  Disabilities  Act  of
1990,  persons needing special
accommodation  to  participate
in this  proceeding  should con-
tact  the Clerk of the Court not
later  than  five  business  days
prior  to  the  proceeding  at  the
Columbia  County  Courthouse.
Telephone  904-758-1041 or  1-
800-955-8770 via Florida Relay
Service.
1460-181512 / PR2

704164
May 13, 20, 2022

The Lake City Humane Society
Veterinary  Clinic  is  currently
closed to the public  for  veteri-
nary services. If you are a cur-
rent  client,  please  contact  the
clinic for your records. 
Email: 
lcclinic@lakecityhumane.org 
Phone: 386-401-1063

703450
May 12, 13, 15. 2022

LAKE SHORE HOSPITAL AU-
THORITY
NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEET-
INGS
The  Lake  Shore  Hospital  Au-
thority  has  scheduled  the  fol-
lowing  days  for  possible  Spe-
cial Meetings:
Thursday, May 26, 2022
Thursday, June 2, 2022
Monday, June 13, 2022 imme-
diately  following  the  regular
scheduled Board Meeting
Wednesday, June 15, 2022
Thursday, June 23, 2022
The  purpose  of  the  Special
Meetings  is  to  discuss  and  to
take  possible  action  on  the
Statement of Interest proposals
(2nd offer) from parties interest-
ed in utilizing The Lake Shore
Hospital Campus (all or part) to
provide  medical  care/or  other
services  to  the  citizens  of
Columbia  County  through  a
partnership with the Authority.
The meetings will be held at the
Lake  Shore  Hospital  Authority
Administrative  Complex,  259
NE Franklin  Street,  Suite 102,
Lake City  Florida  32055.   The
meeting will begin at 5:15 P.M. 
The  meeting  may  also  be  at-
tended  remotely  utilizing  com-
munications  media  technology
(“CMT”), by using the following
link  –
https://zoom.us/j/3864005558?
pwd=YjYwMDB4S-
DR1U3JOU0UzaWF3bzNDZ-
z09
A copy  of the  agenda may  be
obtained  by  contacting:   Lake
Shore Hospital Authority at 259
NE Franklin  Street,  Lake  City,
FL  32055,  telephone  386-755-
1090, or visiting the Lake Shore
Hospital  Authority  website  at
www.lakeshoreha.org. 
If  necessary,  the  meeting  and
public  hearing  will  recess  and
reconvene  at  a  subsequent
date and time to be announced
before  the  conclusion  of  the
meeting  at  the  same  location.
In  accordance  with  the  Ameri-
cans  with  Disabilities  Act,  a
person needing special accom-
modations  or  an  interpreter  to
participate  in  this  proceeding
should contact the Lake Shore
Hospital  Authority  office,  259
NE Franklin  Street,  Lake  City,
Florida, 32055, telephone 386-
755-1090,  at  least  seven  (7)
days  prior  to  the  date  of  the
hearing.
Pursuant  to  286.0105,  Florida
Statutes,  the  Authority  hereby
advises  the  public  if  a person
decides to appeal any decision
made by the Authority  with re-
spect to any matter considered
at its meeting or hearing, he or
she  will  need  a  record  of  the
proceedings, and that, for such
purpose, he or she may need to
ensure  that  a  verbatim  record
of  the  proceedings  is  made,
which record includes the testi-
mony and evidence upon which
the appeal is to be based.    
SONJA MARKHAM Adminis-
trative Assistant

704506
May 13, 2022

IN  THE  CIRCUIT  COURT  OF
THE  THIRD  JUDICIAL  CIR-
CUIT
IN  AND  FOR  COLUMBIA
COUNTY, FLORIDA
ESTATE OF:
CASE NO.:  2022-CP-175  
SHEILA PATRICIA DAVIS,
Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
If you have been served with a

copy  of  this  notice  and  you
have  any  claim  or  demand
against  the  decedent’s  estate
even if that claim in unmatured,
contingent, or unliquidated, you
must  file  your  claim  with  the
court,  ON  OR  BEFORE  THE
LATER OF A DATE THAT IS 3
MONTHS  AFTER THE FIRST
PUBLICATION  OF  THIS  NO-
TICE  OR  30  DAYS  AFTER
YOU  RECEIVE  A  COPY  OF
THIS NOTICE. 
All other creditors of the dece-
dent  and  other  persons  who
have  claims  or  demands
against  the  decedent’s  estate,
including  unmatured,  contin-
gent,  or  unliquidated  claims,
must  file  their  claims  with  the
court  ON  OR  BEFORE  THE
DATE THAT IS 3 MONTHS AF-
TER  THE  FIRST  PUBLICA-
TION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL  CLAIMS  NOT  FILED
WITHIN  THE  PERIODS  SET
FORTH IN SECTION 733.702,
FLOIRDA  STATUTES,  WILL

FLOIRDA  STATUTES,  WILL
BE FOREVER BARRED. 
EVEN  IF  A  CLAIM  IS  NOT
BARRED  BY  THE  LIMITA-
TIONS  DESCRIBED  ABOVE,
ALL CLAIMS THAT HAVE NOT
BEEN  FILED  WILL  BE
BARRED TWO YEARS AFTER
THE DECEDENT’S DEATH. 
The date of the first publication
of this Notice is: May 6, 2022.
The date of death of the dece-
dent is: August 19, 2021.
The address of the court where
this probate is pending: 173 NE
Hernando  Ave.,  Lake  City,  FL
32055.
Garry W. Crews (FBN 574791)
THE LAW  OFFICES OF RON
SHOLES, P.A.
9282 Atlantic Blvd.
Jacksonville, FL 32225
FamLawDocs@youhurtwefight-
.com
(904) 805-1500
Attorneys for Petitioner

703119
May 6, 13, 2022

IN  THE  CIRCUIT  COURT  OF
THE  THIRD  JUDICIAL  CIR-
CUIT
IN  AND  FOR  COLUMBIA
COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO. 12-2019-CA-481
WILMINGTON  SAVINGS
FUND  SOCIETY,  FSB,  AS
OWNER  TRUSTEE  OF  THE
RESIDENTIAL  CREDIT  OP-
PORTUNITIES TRUST VII-A, 
Plaintiff,
vs.
DARRELL D. STRICKLAND; et
al., 
Defendants.
NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN
pursuant to a Final Judgment of
Foreclosure dated May 5, 2022
entered  in  Civil  Case  No.  12-
2019-CA-481  of  the  Circuit
Court  of the Third Judicial  Cir-
cuit  in and for Columbia Coun-
ty,  Florida,  wherein  WILMING-
TON  SAVINGS  FUND  SOCI-
ETY,  FSB,  AS  OWNER
TRUSTEE OF THE RESIDEN-
TIAL  CREDIT  OPPORTUNI-
TIES  TRUST  VII-A,  is  Plaintiff
and  DARRELL  D.  STRICK-
LAND; et al., are Defendant(s).
I,  JAMES M.  SWISHER,  JR.,

will sell to the highest bidder for
cash,  at  the  Columbia  County
Courthouse 173 N.E. Hernando
Avenue, Third Floor, Lake City,
Columbia  County,  Florida  at
11:00 o'clock a.m. on June 15,
2022.
LOT 11, IN BLOCK EAST, OF
COLUMBIA EAST-WEST SUB-
DIVISION,  ACCORDING  TO
THE  PLAT  THEREOF,  AS
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 5,
AT PAGE 53, OF THE PUBLIC
RECORDS  OF  COLUMBIA
COUNTY, FLORIDA.
Property  address:   4663  SW
Old  Wire  Road,  Fort  White,
Florida 32038
Any  person  claiming  an inter-

est in the surplus from the sale,
if  any,  other  than  the property
owner as of the date of the lis
pendens  must  file  a claim  be-
fore  the  clerk  reports  the  sur-
plus  as  unclaimed.  The Court,
in  its  discretion,  may  enlarge
the time of the sale.  Notice of
the changed time of sale shall
be published as provided here-
in.
DATED this  11th  day  of  May,
2022.
JAMES M. SWISHER, JR.
Clerk of Circuit Court
(Court Seal)
BY: Amber Hancock
Deputy Clerk
Published in:
Matthew B. Leider, Esq. THE
LAKE CITY REPORTER
LAW OFFICES OF MANDEL, 
MANGANELLI & LEIDER, P.A.

MANGANELLI & LEIDER, P.A.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
1900  N.W.  Corporate  Blvd.,
Ste. 305W
Boca Raton, FL 33431 
Email: 
servicesmandel@gmail.com 

704473
May 13, 20, 2022

In accordance with the Florida
Self-Storage Facility Act, notice
is hereby given that Tellus Self
Storage-Lake  City  will  conduct
an  online  auction  (www.stor-
ageauctions.com)  of  the  con-
tents  of  storage  units  on
Wednesday,  May  25,  2022,  at
11:00AM to satisfy a landlord’s
lien. Property will be sold to the
highest  bidder,  for  Money  Or-
der/Cashier’s  Check,  or
Debit/Credit  Card  only.  No
Cash or Checks accepted. We
reserve the right to refuse any
and  all  bids.  Unless  otherwise
specified, it is assumed that the
units contain household goods.
Property  being  sold  include
contents in spaces/units of: 

KAREN STEWART
LORI L MURRAY (2 units)
DAT T TRAN
LISA M SHAW
JAMIESON A MANKER

JAMIESON A MANKER
FOYE B WALKER
ABANDONED UNIT

702737
May 6, 13, 2022

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE THIRD JUDICIAL CIR-
CUIT
IN  AND  FOR  COLUMBIA
COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NUMBER:  12-2022-CP-
000151
Division: Probate
IN RE:  ESTATE OF
DORAN EUGENE RYKER,
Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The administration of the estate
of  Doran  Eugene  Ryker,  de-
ceased,  whose  date  of  death
was April  19, 2021, is pending

was April  19, 2021, is pending
in  the  Circuit  Court  for
Columbia County, Florida, Pro-
bate  Division,  the  address  of
which is 173 NE Hernando Ave
Ste 225, Lake City,  FL 32055.
The  names  and  addresses  of
the personal representative and
the  personal  representative's
attorney are set forth below.
All  creditors  of  the  decedent
and  other  persons  having
claims  or  demands  against
decedent's  estate  on  whom  a
copy of this notice is required to
be served must file their claims
with this court ON OR BEFORE
THE  LATER  OF  3  MONTHS
AFTER  THE  TIME  OF  THE
FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS
NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A
COPY  OF  THIS  NOTICE  ON
THEM.
All other creditors of the dece-
dent and other persons  having
claims  or  demands  against
decedent's estate must file their
claims with this court WITHIN 3
MONTHS  AFTER  THE  DATE
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION
OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL  CLAIMS  NOT  FILED
WITHIN  THE  TIME  PERIODS
SET  FORTH  IN  FLORIDA
STATUTES SECTION 733.702
WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING  THE
TIME  PERIODS  SET  FORTH
ABOVE,  ANY  CLAIM  FILED
TWO  (2)  YEARS  OR  MORE
AFTER  THE  DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date  of first  publication  of
this notice is May6, 2022.
Personal Representative: 
Dorylynn B. Sullivan
7630 Kingpost Loop 
Helena, MT 59602
Attorney  for  Personal  Repre-
sentative: 
The Toney Law Firm
925 NW 56th Terrace, Suite B
Gainesville, Florida  32605
Telephone: (352) 376-6800
Fax: (352) 376-6802
Service Email: 
service@thetoneylawfirm.com 
BY: A. Scott Toney, Esq., 
FL Bar #: 982180, 
Scott@thetoneylawfirm.com
Daniel B. Fontana, Esq., 
FL  Bar  #:  119154,  Daniel@-
thetoneylawfirm.com

703065
May 6, 13, 2022

www.thetoneylawfirm.com
www.thetoneylawfirm.com
www.dallegal.com
www.lakeshoreha.org
www.ageauctions.com
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IMMEDIATELY HIRING FOR
DELIVERY PERSONNEL 

386-487-6927
161 SW Faith Rd. 

Lake City, FL 32025

ESTATE  SALE  RAIN  OR
SHINE 5/13 & 5/14. 7am-3pm.
903 NE Green St. Branford.

CASH ONLY

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
RFP 2022-01
BROKER  SERVICES  FOR
EMPLOYEE  INSURANCE
COVERAGES
Sealed  proposals  will  be  ac-
cepted by the City of Live Oak,
Florida (City), until Wednesday,
June 1, 2022 at 3:00 P.M., local
time,  in the  City  Clerk's  Office
located  at  101 White  Ave  SE,
Live Oak, FL 32064.  Any pro-
posals received after the above
listed date and time will  not be
accepted  under  any  circum-
stances.   Any  uncertainty  re-
garding the time  a proposal  is
received  will  be  resolved
against  the  Respondent.   Nei-
ther  electronic  nor  faxed  pro-
posals  will  be  accepted.   Pro-
posal opening  will be promptly
at  3:30  P.M.  June  1,  2022  in
the City  Council  Chambers  lo-
cated at City Hall, at which time
only the names of the Respon-
dents will be announced. 
Proposals  must  be  addressed
to the following:
City Clerk's Office
Attn: John Gill, City Clerk
101 White Ave SE
Live Oak, FL 32064
All proposals which are submit-
ted  through  delivery  services
such as Federal Express, UPS,
or United States Postal Service
Express  Mail,  must be marked
on the OUTSIDE of the delivery
package with the Respondent's
name, address, phone number,
request  for  proposals  number
(RFP  2022-01),  proposal  title
BROKER SERVICES FOR EM-
PLOYEE  HEALTH  INSUR-
ANCE,  and  the  date  and time
(June 1, 2022 3:00 PM).   The
proposal  must  be  in  a  sealed
envelope  INSIDE  the  delivery
package labelled with the same
information as listed above. All
proposals which are hand deliv-
ered or delivered through regu-
lar  mail  by  the  United  States
Postal  Service  must  have  all
the same information  as  listed
above on the OUTSIDE of the
sealed  envelope.   Failure  to
comply  may  result  in  the sub-
mitted proposal being rejected.
Proposals  must  be  completed
in the English language, signed
with ink in the spaces provided
on the enclosed forms and sub-
mitted  in  duplicate  or  the  bid
will be subject to rejection.
The City  is exempt  from State
Use Tax, State Retail  Tax, and
Federal  Excise  Tax.   All  pro-
posed pricing must be net,  ex-
clusive  of  taxes.   Proposals
must  be  dated,  signed  by  an
authorized  representative,  ti-
tled, include any firm name, ad-
dress, and telephone number.
The  City  reserves  the  right  to
reject any or all  proposals and
re-advertise  a  solicitation  for
proposals if such is deemed to
be  in  the  best  interest  of  the
City.   The  City  reserves  the
right to select the proposal that
the City  deems to provide  the
best value to the City.  The City
reserves  the right  to award all
or part of any contract that the
City deems to be in the best in-
terest of the City.  The City  re-
serves  the  right  to  waive  all
proposal  informalities  when
deemed in the City's best inter-
est.  
Any Respondent seeking clarifi-
cation of the proposal specifica-
tions must do so in writing prior
to  the  deadline  for  questions.
All  questions must be sent via
e-mail  to John  Gill,  City  Clerk,
at  jgill@cityofliveoak.org.   All
questions must be received no
later than 2:00 P.M. local  time
on Friday, May 26, 2022.  It will
be the sole responsibility of the
Respondent to contact the City
Clerk  prior  to  submitting  a re-
sponse to determine if  any ad-
denda have been issued, to ob-
tain  such addenda,  and to ac-
knowledge  the  addenda  within
their proposal.

their proposal.
Any  Respondent  desirous  of
protesting a bid for any reason
must  file  a  written  notice  of
protest with the City Manager's
office  within  three  (3)  working
days  following any award.   All
protests will be in writing stating
the  proposal  being  protested
and  the  specific  reasoning  for
the protest.  All protests will be
signed by the Protestor and in-
clude all details for a complete
and thorough review.  The deci-
sion of the City Manager, after
consultation with the City Attor-
ney will be issued within five (5)
working  days  of  the  receipt  of
the  protest,  unless  additional
time is agreed upon by all  par-
ties  involved  should  circum-
stance warrant such a delay.
By  submission  of  a  proposal,
the Respondent certifies that:
A. The final proposal has been
prepared  independently  and
submitted  by  the  Respondent
without  any  collusion  of  any
vendors,  supplies,  or  equip-
ment described in this Request
for Proposals.
B. The contents of the proposal
have  not  been  communicated
by  the  Respondent,  their  em-
ployees or agents, to their best
knowledge  and  belief,  to  any
person  not  an  employee  or
agent  of  the  Respondent  or
their  surety  in  any  bond  fur-
nished herewith and will not be
communicated to any such per-
son prior to the official opening
of the proposals.
C. The  Respondent  under-
stands that by submitting a pro-
posal  they  agree  to,  and  fully
understand  the  terms  of  the
RFP  and  that  any  misunder-
standing will not relieve the Re-
spondent from performance.
Proposals  may  not  be  with-
drawn for a period of sixty (60)
days  after  the scheduled  clos-
ing  time  for  receipt  of propos-
als.
CITY OF LIVE OAK, FLORIDA
BY: John Gill, City Clerk

704544
May 13, 2022

Following jobs are available at
Epiphany Catholic School:

•MIDDLE SCHOOL 
LANGUAGE ARTS TEACHER

•GUIDANCE COUNSELOR
•PE TEACHER

For more information contact
Epiphany Catholic School at

752-2320.

Nice 3/2 Home  in quiet neigh-
borhood.  Min.  from  LC.
$1500/mo + Sec Dep. No pets.
Call 386-628-2833 for an appli-
cation.

News Reporter

The Lake City Reporter has an
opening  for  an  aggressive
news reporter. Our community
offers plenty of opportunity for
enterprise  news,  including
some investigative work.  This
position  covers  a  variety  of
news  assignments  and  some
features.  Plus,  theres  also  an
opportunity to write for our va-
riety  of  magazine  products.
The  successful  candidate
must  be able to generate ac-
curate copy  quickly  and have
instincts for reporting on a va-
riety of subjects. 

Send a resume, clips and 
references to 

Jamie Wachter, editor, 
Lake City Reporter at

jwachter@lakecityreporter.com

PUBLISHER'S NOTE
All Yard Sale Ads
Must be Pre-Paid.

PUBLISHER'S NOTE
Florida  Law  828.29  requires
dogs and cats being sold to be
at least 8 weeks old and have a
health  certificate  from  a  li-
censed  veterinarian  document-
ing they have mandatory shots
and are free from intestinal and
external  parasites.   Many
species  of  wildlife  must  be  li-
censed  by  Florida  Fish  and
Wildlife.  If you are unsure, con-
tact the local office for informa-
tion.

PUBLISHER'S NOTE
All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the fair
housing act which makes it ille-
gal  to  advertise  "any  prefer-
ence,  limitation,  or  discrimina-
tion  based on race,  color,  reli-
gion, sex, disability, familial sta-
tus or national origin; or any in-
tention  to  make  such  prefer-
ence,  limitation  or  discrimina-
tion."   Familial  status  includes
children under the age of 18 liv-
ing with parents or legal custo-
dians,  pregnant  women  and
people securing custody of chil-
dren under the age of 18.  This 
newspaper  will  not  knowingly
accept any advertising for real
estate  which  is  in  violation  of
the law. Our readers are here-
by  informed  that  all  dwellings
advertised  in  this  newspaper
are  available  on  an  equal  op-
portunity basis.  To complain of
discrimination call HUD toll free
at 1-800-669-9777, the toll free
telephone number  to the hear-
ing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

Administrative Assistant
wanted for local title company.

Interested parties should 
send resume to: 

Susie@LakeCityTitle.com

Cash for  Junk  Vehicles: We
pick up. Jessie 386-984-8256.

Madison County
Memorial Hospital

NOW HIRING:
• Charge RNs, LPNs, CNAs,

• ER Paramedics & RNs
• Laboratory Technologists

• Admissions
• Respiratory Therapy 

Manager
• Admissions Supervisor
• Respiratory Therapists

•Cooks
Sign on Bonus for Qualifying

Full Time 
Apply Online MCMH.US 

or Call (850)973-2271
MCMH is an 

Equal Opportunity Employer
Drug Free Workplace

Registered  Brangus  Bulls  &
Heifers 2-4 years old, certified,
gentle, ready to breed. Starting
at $2000. 352-215-1018.

Wanted  to  lease  pasture for
cattle. 352-339-3018

Cows  for  Sale, 10  head,  all
bred, some with calves, $7,500
for all. Can delv. 352-575-7498.

Want  to  buy  cattle. All  kinds
352-339-3018

ESTATE SALE: 5/12 5/13 5/14
8am-1pm.  9221  SW
Tustenuggee  Ave.  LC  32024.
Furniture,  HH, kitchenware ,Lg
Women's  clothing,  Tons  of
Christmas villages/decor.

Buy It Sell It

Find It
Lake City Reporter

Classifieds

SEND US 

YOUR 

SPORTS 

PHOTOS
If your local sports team 

has photos of a recent 

tournament or event or you 

have photos of a recent 

hunting or fishing trip, please 

let us know. Send  photos 

and details via email to 

 jkroeger@lakecityreporter.com 

to see your kids in our sports 

section. For more 

information, call 754-0421.

www.lakecityreporter.com
www.lakecityreporter.com
www.tricountytreeserviceinc.com
www.lakecityreporter.com
www.lakecityreporter.com
www.floridaroofmastersllc.com


 

tions. Walker will count 
$6.8 million against the 
team’s salary cap this fall.

The Georgia pass rush-
er rose up draft boards 
following an impressive 
combine and landed in 
Jacksonville to play oppo-
site 2018 Pro Bowl alter-
nate Josh Allen.

The Jaguars chose the 
6-foot-5, 272-pound Georgia 
native over Michigan star 
Aidan Hutchinson, who 
set a school record with 14 
sacks in 2021 and finished 
second in Heisman Trophy 
voting. The team later 
added Lloyd and Muma 
in hopes of improving a 
defense that ranked 20th in 
the league in yards allowed 
in 2021 and gave up nearly 
27 points a game.

Picking Walker, though, 
wasn’t nearly the slam 
dunk that drafting quar-
terback Trevor Lawrence 
at No. 1 was a year 
ago. Critics argued that 
Hutchinson was the more 
polished product and 

pointed to Walker’s limited 
college numbers. He had 
9½ sacks in three years 
in Athens, including six 
during last season’s nation-
al championship run.

But Jaguars general 
manager Trent Baalke and 
coach Doug Pederson see 
a more versatile player in 
Walker, who logged snaps 
at defensive end, defen-
sive tackle and outside 
linebacker in Georgia’s 
vaunted defense last fall. 
His highlights include 
more than sacks; he stops 
the run, tackles speedy 
receivers in the open field 
and tips passes that lead to 
interceptions.

He bided his time as a 
backup for two years with 
the Bulldogs and started 
to blossom as a junior. 
He started all 15 games 
in 2021, finishing with 37 
tackles, including 7½ for a 
loss, and two pass break-
ups.

The Jaguars plan to take 
it slow with Walker, let-
ting him learn the outside 
linebacker position before 
shuffling him to other 
spots along the defensive 
front.

WALKER
Continued from 1B

great placement, was nice 
and relaxed.”

That good start con-
tinued for Beach and the 
Bulldogs, who placed 
ninth as a team with 
22 points. Beach also 
brought home medals 
in both the 110- and 300-
meter hurdles, duplicat-
ing his three-medal feat 
from a year ago, com-
pleting his high school 
career with a pair of per-
sonal bests.

“It was a great day,” 
Mark Beach said. 

In the 110 hurdles, 
Beach posted a 15.01 to 
come in fourth, a little 
more than one-tenth of a 
second behind Pompano 
Beach’s Avondre Walters 
and Bolles’ Jeffrey 
Ashby.

Later, in the 300 hur-
dles, Beach actually led 
the race most of the way 
before clipping the eighth 
hurdle, settling for fifth in 
39.48, six-hundredths of a 
second out of a runner-up 

finish. Second through 
eighth place all finished 
within three-tenths of a 
second of each other.

“He ended up doing his 
best at the right time,” 
Mark Beach said of the 
pair of PRs from Garrison, 
as well as the near person-
al best in the javelin.

He wasn’t the lone 
Bulldog finishing the year 
strong.

TJ Derico, who Mark 

Beach said came out of 
nowhere near the end of 
the season to qualify for 
state, made sure he did 
more than that Thursday.

Jumping in the first 
flight in the long jump, 
Derico topped the group 
when he sailed 6.86m on 
his first jump. That was 
good enough to place 
fourth on a day with a 
national record set by 
Montverde Academy’s 

Micah Larry, who jumped 
7.91m, the best in the 
country this year and the 
11th best high school 
jump in history.

“It was unbelievable,” 
Mark Beach said. “With 
that type of competition 
out there, TJ finished 
fourth, which was a great 
job.”

Derico also placed 13th 
in the triple jump with a 
jump of 12.64m.

Will Wainwright, the 
third Suwannee boy to 
qualify for state, finished 
13th in the javelin with a 
long of 46.21m and 15th 
in the discus with a top 
throw of 39.84m.

Dariniya Martin, the 
lone Suwannee girl to 
advance to state, also 
didn’t leave empty-handed. 

After placing 16th in 
the triple jump with a best 
leap of 10.72m, Martin 
overcame a couple of 
misses early in the high 
jump to finish eighth and 
reach the medal stand.

After missing twice on 
1.47m, Martin made her 
final attempt there before 
also clearing 1.52m to get 
into medal position.

SHS
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Suwannee’s TJ Derico placed fourth in the long jump 
Thursday at the Class 2A state meet.

to chase Byrd home for the 
game’s opening run. However, 
three consecutive outs from 
Lafayette starting pitcher 
Emma Swann got the Hornets 
out of the jam with a pair of 
runners in scoring position. 

After working an uneventful 
top of the third inning, Fort 
White (14-7) went right back 
to work in the bottom half. 
Gracie Clemons, Compton and 
Maddy Keen each hit singles 
to the outfield to load the 
bases with nobody out. A sac-
rifice fly from Byrd doubled 
the Indians’ lead on the next 
at-bat. However, a fielder’s 
choice nailed courtesy runner 
Dallas McDaniel at the plate. 

But Atkins was just getting 
started. The sophomore third 
baseman ripped a double into 
deep center field to chase home 
Keen before catcher Kaitlyn 
Suggs was thrown out at home, 
preventing an even bigger night 
from Atkins. She finished 3 for 
3 from the plate with a pair of 

RBIs. Atkins said she’d never 
had a perfect game at the plate 
before, following in the footsteps 
of senior Kaitlyn Suggs, who 
also had her first perfect game 
during the district semifinals.

“I wasn’t on,” Atkins said of 
her performance against the 
Hornets in district play. “Then at 
the last second, I hit a line drive 
and got some people home. But 
today I thought I was hot. I had 
to do it for my team.”

While Compton cruised by 
in the first four innings, the 
workload apparently took its 
toll a bit on the freshman. She 
received treatment on her left 
leg in between a pair of innings 
due to some soreness. But she 
persevered, throwing a com-
plete game while allowing just 
one earned run on three hits 
and three walks while striking 
out nine. 

“Kadence pitched a heck of a 
game,” Padgett said. “I mean, we 
played ball. I’m proud of them.”

Compton began running into 
trouble in the later stages of the 
game. After getting the leadoff 
hitter out in the top of the fifth, 
she allowed a pair of consecu-
tive groundball singles, prompt-

ing a mound visit while the 
defense regrouped. Compton 
followed that up by inducing a 
fly out to center and striking out 
the last batter. 

The Hornets (13-7) made it 
a bit interesting in the top of 
the sixth inning. A one-out walk 
from Haley Rosenbaum was 
followed with a long single from 
McKenzie Winburn to chase 
Rosenbaum, who was running 
on the pitch, all the way home to 
cut into the deficit. 

But Compton proved why 
she and her team should be the 
ones to advance. She struck 
out the next batter before an 
infield hit led to courtesy run-
ner Corra Clark getting thrown 
out at the plate to preserve the 
lead. A 1-2-3 seventh inning 
preserved the win for the 
finals-bound Indians. They’ll 
face off against Union County 
(18-5) on Tuesday at Fort 
White in the regional finals. 
The Indians split the season 
series with the Tigers 1-1, win-
ning their most recent matchup 
4-1 on April 1 at home. 

“We’re gonna try to make 
history again Tuesday night,” 
Padgett said.

INDIANS
Continued from 1B

Fort White’s Gracie Clemons rounds third base before being 
held up during the Indian’s Region 3-1A semifinal win against 
Lafayette on Thursday night.

Fort White shortstop Ciara Byrd tags out Lafayette’s Jaley Moseley on a fielder’s 
choice Thursday night in a Region 3-1A semifinals.

Fort White pitcher Kadence Compton celebrates after the Indians defeated 
Lafayette in the Region 3-1A semifinals on Thursday night for the program’s first 
playoff win since 2008.

Photos by MORGAN MCMULLEN/Lake City Reporter

Fort White’s Ciara Byrd scores in the second inning to give the Indians an early 
lead against Lafayette in the Region 3-1A semifinals on Thursday night.

Fort White pitcher Kadence Compton delivers a pitch Thursday against Lafayette 
in the Region 3-1A semifinals on Thursday night.
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Bowers finished the 
night with two runs 
allowed — none earned 
— on two hits, two walks 
and two hit batters in 
five innings before being 
pulled due to tightness in 
his shoulder.

“Grant pitched his 
butt off. He does that all 
the time. That’s Grant,” 
Howard said. “We knew he 
could throw the changeup 
and curveball, and that’s 
what we had to do to beat 
these guys.”

Howard and Edge 
made the decision to start 
Bowers after he pitched 
4 1/3 scoreless innings 
last Thursday to deliver 
the Tigers (21-8) a district 
championship. He didn’t 
allow an earned run that 
night, and he didn’t plan to 
against Mosley either.

The kid had no fear 
facing the defending state 
champs.

“I was excited,” Bowers 
said. “The last game I 
threw, I threw well so I 
just knew I was going to 
come in and do my job and 
do what I do.”

The Dolphins (16-12) 
started Jordan Martinez 
on the mound, who 
suffered the loss after 
allowing two earned runs 
on three hits and four 
walks with four strikeouts 
in three innings. Matt 
Dumas started the first 
inning with an infield sin-
gle and Gustavson then 
walked to set up Todd’s 
2-RBI double .

Mosley cut the deficit 
to 2-1 in the fourth when 
Nate Maret walked and 
stole second before an 
error by Columbia third 
baseman Ty Jackson 
brought him home for 
the team’s first run. But 
Columbia added three 
runs in the fifth off of 
reliever Tyler Wave 
to provide more than 
enough cushion on the 
scoreboard.

Gustavson opened the 
Tigers’ half of the fifth 
with a double and Todd 

delivered a sac fly RBI two 
batters later to make it 
3-1. Brayden Thomas and 
Jackson then hit back-to-
back singles to bring up 
Kade Jackson, who popped 
a perfect bunt over the 
head of Nelson at third 
base to score Thomas.

Ty Jackson was thrown 
out on a fielder’s choice, 
but Kade Jackson later 
scored on a wild pitch 
to push the advantage 
to 5-1. Wave pitched the 
final three innings for the 
Dolphins, allowing three 
earned runs on seven hits 
and a pair of walks.

“Those runs played a 
big role in our confidence 
going into the later innings 
of the game,” Todd said. 
“It was a really big inning.”

Howard was forced 
to go to Dumas when 
Bowers’ shoulder tight-
ened, and Dumas made 
things interesting. He 
loaded the bases the start 
the sixth, which included 
a leadoff error to Nelson, 
who then scored on Chris 
Emilsen’s RBI fielder’s 
choice.

Dumas loaded the bases 
again with his second walk 
of the inning but escaped 
any further damage with 
back-to-back strikeouts. 
Then came the seventh 
inning, where Dumas 
opened with a strikeout 
before issuing two straight 
walks only to strike out 
the next two batters to fin-
ish off the Dolphins.

“He was unbelievable,” 
Howard said of Dumas. 
“He’s a player. I hate to 
take him out of center field 
because he catches every-
thing, but daggum he’s got 
to pitch too.”

Now the Tigers have to 
beat Lincoln, which rallied 
to win the teams’ only 
meeting in Tallahassee on 
April 28. The Trojans ral-
lied for a 4-3 win, scoring 
all four runs in the seventh 
inning.

“We just have to come 
out swinging,” Todd said. 
“We know they’re a good 
team and they’re going to 
play hard. It’s the regional 
championship. We just 
have to play like we have 
before.”

TIGERS
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BRENT KUYKENDALL/Lake City Reporter

Columbia pitcher Grant Bowers celebrates with a roar as he heads back to the dugout after a strikeout against 
Mosley during the Region 1-5A semifinals on Thursday.
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