
INDEX
Classifieds....................
Crossword....................
Happenings..................
For The Record..........  . 
Obituaries ....................
Opinion........................
Bookworm Sez ............
Public Notices .............
 ....................................  
Sports ..........................
Sudoku.........................

Visit us 
Online!

Same Quality 
NEWS...

Not Just Paper 
Anymore!

theunionenterprise.com

Volume 66, Issue 14 · www.wilcoxnewspapers.com Extra Edition • Thursday, September 3, 2020

By John Raffel
Correspondent

PLAINWELL – The 
Plainwell City Council 
met on Monday, Aug. 24, 
and  approved the first 
pay requests from Melch-
ing on the mill demolition 
contractor $170,325.

“We already went 
through the bid process,” 
city manager Erik J. 
Wilson said. “They’re on 
site right now. They’re 
actively demolishing the 
mill.”

Completion is expected 
by the end of the year.

“The entire mill won’t 
be gone, it will be a 
mixed used develop-
ment,” he said. “Several 
of the mill buildings will 
remain intact on site for 
future development.”

The council also took 
action on others items 
including considering 

approval of a 60-month 
lease with Quadient 
(formerly Newspot) for a 
Ix5AF postage meter at 
an average annual cost of 
$1,717.44.

Various retirement mat-
ters were also taken care 
of, Wilson said.

The council continues 
to meet the second and 
fourth Monday of each 
month.

“Right now, we’re doing 
it by Zoom because of 
COVID,” Wilson said. 
“We’re following the 
governor’s executive 
orders. We have meetings 
on Zoom, then we could 
meet again but then got 
the new executive order. 
Right now it’s just 10 
people in a room, that 
makes it harder to have 
a council meeting if you 
can only have 10 in a 
room.”

Plainwell approves 
pay request on mill 
demolition

County failed 
propositions rescued 
by Holland voters
By Gari Voss
Correspondent

Voters in the four Alle-
gan County precincts of 
Holland did not have the 
Proposals for the Allegan 
County Medical Care 
Community’s 0.25 mil 
or the Allegan County 
Conservation District’s 
0.10 mil printed on their 
August 4, 2020 Primary 
Election ballots. 

County Commission 
Chairman and Holland 
City resident, Jim Storey, 
petitioned on behalf of 
both organizations to the 
Allegan County Board of 
Canvassers to conduct a 
mail-in-election for these 
two proposals. Ballots 
were sent to those voters 
who had cast ballots in 
the Primary Election. 
The turnaround time for 
voting was quick, as all 
ballots had to be returned 
by Tuesday, August 25. 
The ballots were counted 
on Wednesday, August 
26th, and a preliminary 
count was reviewed 
by the Allegan County 
Clerk’s office at 1 PM 
on August 27th preparing 
for the approval of the 
Allegan County Board of 
Canvassers on Monday, 
August 31, 2020.

Between August 17th 
and 25th, representatives 
from the Care Commu-

nity and Conservation 
District sent fliers and 
information in addition 
to making door-to-door 
visits to inform voters of 
the importance of return-
ing ballots and to answer 
questions concerning 
the proposals. Because 
of these efforts and the 
approximate 50% turnout 
of mail-in ballots from 
the possible voters, both 
proposals passed. 

The Conservation 
District received 611 
YES and 244 NO mail-
in votes, which made 
the election total 13,559 
YES and 13,336 NO. The 
Medical Care Community 
received 634 YES and 
230 NO mail-in votes for 
an election total of 13,522 
YES to 13,290 NO.

When queried as to the 
importance of the mill-
age, Mark Ludwig, trea-
surer of the Conservation 
District, explained that “it 
will stabilize staff”. Cur-
rently, business manager 
Laura Smith works only 
20 hours a week. “Now, 
she can work 40 hours a 
week in order to concen-
trate on a wider variety 
of projects along with 
outreach to schools and 
other groups.” Another 
area that will be affected 
is the District’s ability to 

By John Raffel
Correspondent

ALLEGAN – The 
Allegan County Board of 
Directors met on Thurs-
day and set the salaries 
for the elected officers 
of the county including 
the sheriff, prosecuting 
attorney and the county 
commissioners who take 
office next Jan. 1, and the 
road commissioners.

“All were given a two 
percent raise which was 
in accordance with the 
provisions of the various 
collectiving bargaining 
agreements approved 
in the last year for the 
union-represented em-
ployees of the county,” 
county commission chair 
Jim Storey said. “The 
county’s fiscal year is Jan. 
1 to Dec. 31, so the sala-
ries approved do not take 
effect until Jan. 1.” Sto-
rey said the commission-
ers started reviewing the 
draft 2021 budget which 
tentatively shows a deficit 
of current spending and 
revenue trends continue. 

“However, the county 
may realize a $2 million 
surplus for the current 
fiscal year based upon 
reduced on-site staffing 
because of the COVID 19 
virus and other reduced 
activity levels caused by 
the virus,” Storey said. 
“The reviews will con-
tinue through the month 
of September and will be 
considered for adoption 
at first meeting in Octo-
ber.” Commissioners 
also approved the coun-
ty’s COVID 19 testing 
and protection plan for 
the balance of the year.

“This was proposed by 
the health department 
and has been considered 
during the last two meet-
ings of the Commission,” 
Storey said. “We received 
the county administrator’s 
plan for continued off site 
work by county employ-
ees. The COVID 19-in-
spired distant work loca-
tions has largely worked 
without a reduction in 
productivity, according to 
the various supervisors of 
county departments.”

County gives 2% raises 
to elected officials

By Jason Wesseldyk
Sports Editor

He is only nine years 
old, but Levi Sunnerville 
already has some big goals.

“I hope to make my own 
‘Tom Cat’ comics or work 
at an animation studio,” said 
Levi, a fourth-grade student 
at Dix Street Elementary in 
Otsego. “I also think about 
having his own animation 
studio someday.”

Big goals, indeed.
And Levi took a step 

toward achieving those 
goals when he received 
word that he would soon be 
a published illustrator.

During a Zoom meeting 
with Dix Street Elementary 
students as part of “March 
is Reading Month,” author 
Carol Van Gorp read her 
new children’s book “Get 
Out of the Blues with 
Gabby’s Red Shoes.” The 
book deals with the way 
children process their 
emotions during a crisis.

After reading the book, 
Van Gorp asked students 
to send her artwork that 
correlated to the book, 
which Levi did. And his 
artwork was selected to be 
part of the book.

Levi’s mom Sarah was 
the one who got to share the 
good news with him.

“Mom held her phone 
out and told me to read it,” 
Levi said. “I read an email 
from Carol Van Gorp and 
she said that my drawing 
for page 9 had been 
chosen. I don’t remember 
exactly what I said, but I 

do remember the feeling of 
being overjoyed.”

Page 9 of “Get Out of the 
Blues with Gabby’s Red 
Shoes” discusses thinking 
about happy things to make 
you feel better if you’re 
feeling scared or that your 
load is hard to carry. Levi’s 
drawing is actually four 
separate pictures: the top 
left square shows Gabby 
thinking scary thoughts; 
the top right square shows 
Gabby carrying her heavy 
load; the bottom left square 
shows Gabby’s happier 
thoughts; and the top 
right square shows Gabby 
feeling better.

“I read the words for 
Page 9 and made a drawing 
I thought fit with it,” Levi 
said. “After my drawing 
was chosen, the author 
asked for the drawing to 
be scanned so her graphic 
artist could prepare it to be 
in her book.”

Needless to say, Sarah 
and her husband Nate 
are thrilled with Levi’s 
inclusion in the book.

“We’re so very happy 
for him because Levi 
dreams big and he always 
has,” Sarah said. “So, 
it’s amazing to see him 
reach one of those dreams 
already. It was so nice of 
Carol Van Gorp to have the 
idea to allow children to 
illustrate for children.”

Van Gorp made a video 
message congratulating 
Levi. She also said she was 
in contact with Dix Street 
principal Mark Rollandini 
to let him know she would 

be sending a copy of “Get 
Out of the Blues with 
Gabby’s Red Shoes” once 
it is published so Levi and 
his schoolmates can check 
out his artwork.

“My favorite Walt Disney 
quote is ‘Keep moving 
forward,’” Sarah said. 
“Many of us have difficulty 
deciding what to move 
forward toward. I like that 
Levi has found something 
he can always enjoy that 
also gives him possibilities 
and dreams to keep him 
moving forward.”

Levi’s love of drawing 
began at a young age. From 
the start, he enjoyed the 
sense of accomplishment 
he felt after finishing a 
piece of art.

“What I really like about 
drawing is the result,” Levi 
said. “Drawing is like an 
infinite world because you 
can always draw something 
different. You can have 
different feelings when you 
draw like calm, sad, wild or 
funny and your drawings 
can show those feelings. 

“I like that you can draw 
for hours and your hand 
starts to hurt, but when you 
are done your reward is 
your masterpiece.”

While Levi enjoys 
drawing all kinds of things, 
he does have a favorite 
subject: a cat named Tom 
Cat.

“One day he drew a cat 
wearing a top hat with a 
plan to stop the launch of 
the Sputnik satellite,” Sarah 
said. “He liked it so much 

Otsego student becomes 
published illustrator

n see Proposals, Page 12n see Illustrator, Page 12

Levi Sunnerville, seen 
drawing one of his “Tom 

Cat” comics, had his 
artwork selected to be 

published in the children’s 
book “Get Out of the 

Blues with Gabby’s Red 
Shoes.” The picture at left 
shows the illustration that 

he submitted. (Photos 
provided)
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By John Raffel
Correspondent

ALLEGAN — The num-
ber of COVID-19 cases in 
Allegan County posted by 
health department officials 
coming into this week, has 
had an increase to 637.

The number, was 583 
confirmed cases and six 
deaths as of the previous 
week. The number total of 
deaths has stayed at six.

The previous week, it 
was 571 confirmed cases 
and six deaths.

Statewide, it’s at 106,963 

cases and 6,657 deaths.
Last week, there were 

113,000 confirmed cases 
and 6,750 deaths.

The figures are 31,178 
and 2,883 for Wayne 
County; 17,996 cases and 
1,163 deaths for Oakland 
County; 12,998 cases 
and 973 deaths for Ma-
comb County and 8,449 
confirmed cases and 167 
deaths for Kent County.

Health department offi-
cials point out COVID-19 
is caused by a coronavirus 
called SARS-CoV-2. Older 
adults and people who 

have severe underlying 
medical conditions like 
heart or lung disease or di-
abetes seem to be at higher 
risk for developing more 
serious complications from 
COVID-19 illness.

Health department offi-
cials also point out fatigue, 
headache, and muscle 
aches (myalgia) are among 
the most commonly re-
ported symptoms in people 
who are not hospitalized, 
and sore throat and nasal 
congestion or runny nose 
also may be prominent 
symptoms.

By John Raffel
Correspondent

The Allegan County 
transportation services 
department reports public 
transit and the demand for 
it has grown over the last 
20-plus years.

“But the last three years, 
we’ve seen a decline in 
agency contracts, which 
has resulted in a reduction 
of service availability,” a 
department spokesperson, 
Dan Wedge, Executive 
director of services, said. 
“However, the demand for 
services continues to grow. 

By John Raffel
Correspondent

ALLEGAN –  Jay Gib-
son city of Allegan chief 
of police, said since March 
13 with lockdowns and 
restrictions, calls have been 
down 25 to 30 percent, and 
indicated it’s likely close 
to that of other area law 
enforcement agencies.

“Last year was our 
busiest year,” Gibson said. 
“Before COVID started, 
we were probably 16 days 
ahead of schedule. Now 
we’re at least a month 
behind of what that pace 
was.”

Complaints have been 
basically “quality of life 
stuff,” Gibson indicated. 
“I would say my numbers 
are pretty similar to the 
county’s where the calls are 
down.”

Accidents are down, 
“especially during that 
March-April phase because 
not as many people are on 
the road,” Gibson added. 
“Our suicidal thoughts, 
those type of calls are 
up and so are domestics. 
Anytime you have added 
stresses, those who already 
have underlying mental or 
medical conditions, they 
generally don’t act posi-
tively toward it.

“Stress and some anxiety 
adding to it doesn’t help. 
We haven’t been as proac-
tive especially in that early 
part. We were going out 
and making the traffic stops 
we used to. We weren’t 
trying to have any more 
contact than we had to. 
We’ve adjusted now. We’re 
back to doing those things 
and are being cautious like 
everyone else, like wearing 
masks.”

Allegan County COVID 
cases jump to 637

Demand for public 
transportation on the upswing

Police chief 
says COVID 
responsible 
for decrease 
in calls

Rotary donates $1500 to 
Congregational Kitchen

One of the challenges that 
has been facing public 
transit has been lack of 
local funding which is the 
normal funding structure 
for public transit systems 
in comparisons to other 
counties like Van Buren, 
Barry and Kalamazoo.

“They receive a dedi-
cated local tax for public 
transportation and that 
helps them to meet that 
need. Allegan County has 
been fortunate in past years 
to provide services without 
a local dedicated tax for 
public transit. We’ve done 
that through the different 

partnerships and contracts 
we’ve had.”

The county did a national 
citizens community survey 
back in November and 
December and asked about 
Allegan County as viewed 
in different areas.

“More than 50 percent 
said they would strongly or 
somewhat would support 
an  increase for public 
transportation,” he said. 
“The board has taken a 
look a that and is consid-
ering differ ways to fund 
that.”

On the left is Don Lucas from the Congregational Church Kitchen, 
on the right is Larry Brown, president of the Allegan Rotary Club. 
The Congregational Church work with 28 local food pantries. The 

donation was $1,500 dollars. The Allegan Rotary Club applied for and 
received the grant from Rotary District 6360.
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Affordable Solutions For Your Roofi ng Needs

Commercial & Residential

269-673-3388
www.secureroofi ng.net

Secure 
Roofi ng

IT LOOKS LIKE SPRING!
We’re here for your roofing needs!

COMMERCIAL & 
RESIDENTIAL

• Shingled Roofs 
• Cedar Shake Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Standing Seam Metal Roofs
• Concrete Roof Pavers

WE ALSO OFFER:
• Roof Coatings • Repairs
• Algae & Moss Removal

LOCALLY OWNED & SERVING YOU 
FOR MORE THAN 20 YEARS

• Algae & Moss Removal

LOCALLY OWNED & SERVING YOU 

CALL NOW FOR 
YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!

Preferred Insurance
120 E. Allegan St., Otsego

269-694-4220

ALLEGAN COUNTY 
CHIROPRACTIC HEALTH CENTER

269 673-5426
www.alleganchiropractic.com

Our new address is:
500 Linn Street Suite 2, Allegan

(corner of Linn & Maple Streets)

Dr. Kathryn Hafer, D.C., CPE

Changes!
• Upgraded to 

Digital X-rays
• New Kid Cave
• Therapy Dog

WE’VE MOVED

An investigation into 
financial irregularities 
associated with former city 
of South Haven Finance 
Director Wendy Hoch-
stedler has reached its 
conclusion. 

In November 2018, 
the South Haven Police 
contacted Michigan State 
Police (MSP) Fifth District 
Special Investigation Sec-
tion in regard to financial 
irregularities associated 
with city of South Haven 

Finance Director, Wendy 
Hochstedler. The com-
plaint was initiated when 
city personnel noticed a 
suspicious purchase on 
Hochstedler’s assigned city 
credit card, at which point 
it was brought to the atten-
tion of city auditors. 

The forensic audit 
revealed multiple other 
accounts had also been 
improperly maintained and 
utilized by Hochstedler and 
Daniel Beck, a member of 

her household. Hochstedler 
was fired from the city of 
South Haven in late No-
vember 2018. Case records 
show five credit cards 
assigned to former city 
of South Haven employ-
ees where kept open and 
fraudulently utilized by 
Hochstedler and Beck to 
make more than $130,000 
in fraudulent purchases. 

The purchases began in 
July of 2015 and continued 
until she was suspended 

in November of 2018. 
The two purchased many 
items over the four years 
to include fast food, pet 
supplies, vehicle repairs, 
building materials, jewelry, 
and other household items. 

After a thorough and 
complete inquiry of numer-
ous financial documents, 
the case file and charge 
requests were turned over 
to the Van Buren Coun-
ty Prosecutor’s Office 
in January 2020. Arrest 

warrants were authorized 
in February 2020. 

In late July 2020, a plea 
agreement was reached 
with Wendy Hochstedler 
pleading guilty to Embez-
zlement -$100,000 or more 
and Daniel Beck pleading 
guilty to one count of 
illegal possession of a fi-
nancial transaction device. 
Hochstedler and Beck are 
scheduled to be sentenced 
on Monday, September 21, 
2020.

Although no longer on 
top of the list for the low-
est jobless rates among the 
83 counties in Michigan, 
the Lakeshore’s two coun-
ties are still in the top 10.

In the seasonally un-
adjusted unemployment 
rates for July released by 
the state Department of 
Technology, Management 
and Budget on Thurs-

day, Ottawa County was 
seventh at 7.5 percent, with 
Allegan County eighth 
at 7.6 percent. Reflecting 
the improvement seen in 
joblessness across Mich-
igan from June, Ottawa 
County’s level shrunk 
from 11 percent even, and 
Allegan County’s level fell 
from 11.3 percent.

In a statement, Jason 

Palmer, director of the 
Bureau of Labor Market 
Information and Strategic 
Initiatives put a qualifier 
on these lower levels, 
“Total employment levels 
showed only modest 
change in many regions 
in July. Industry jobs also 
edged up over the month as 
the number of unemployed 
workers in tourism-related 

businesses continued to 
moderate.”

Menominee County in 
the Upper Peninsula had 
the lowest unemployment 
rate among counties in 
Michigan last month at 6.6 
percent, with Montmoren-
cy County the highest at 
13.2 percent.

Michigan farmworkers 
are leaving unpicked 
fields and orchards. They 
say it’s driven by the 
state’s new emergency 
order requiring mandatory 
testing for COVID-19. 

In Grand Junction, 
late-season blueberry 
harvest usually makes up 
for financial losses in-
curred during the previous 
months. The problem is 
True Blue Berry Manage-
ment LLC’s lost roughly 
150 employees who’ve 
chosen to leave its em-
ployment or go to work 
in states with no manda-
tory COVID-19 testing 
policies. 

In Grand Junction, 
late-season blueberry 
harvest usually makes 
up for financial losses 
incurred during the pre-
vious months. True Blue 
Berry Management LLC’s 
Shelly Hartmann (far 
left), Manuel Morales Jr., 
and Doraelia Nunez dis-
cuss farmworker testing 
and rights. Janelle Brose | 
Farm News Media 

In Bangor, a similar sto-
ry: 14 employees walked 
away from Heritage Blue-
berries LLC. 

As problems add up for 
farmworkers at Smeltzer 
Orchards Co. LLC and 
True Blue Farms, plain-
tiffs in a case against the 
Michigan Department 
of Human and Health 
Services, Michigan farm 
operators now worry 
about labor availability in 
2021. 

“Everybody’s affected,” 
said Manuel Morales Jr., 
plant manager of True 
Blue’s packaging plant 
in Grand Junction. He 
currently supervises about 
40 employees.  

“They don’t want to 
do the test. I don’t want 
to do the test,” Morales 
told Michigan Farm 
News. “I worked earlier 
this year down in Florida 
for about three to four 
months. … Florida didn’t 
have to (mandatory test), 
why does Michigan have 
to? This governor wants 
us to do it, and it’s only 
the Latinos. Why? I work 
with other American 
people here; they’re not 
getting tested.”  

Earlier this month, farm 
employers and employ-
ees challenged an Aug. 
3 emergency order by 
MDHHS, which mandat-
ed certain-sized employ-
ers of migrant or seasonal 
workers to test workers 
for COVID-19, a respira-
tory illness.  

Following the order, the 
Grand Rapids-based law 
firm Varnum LLP filed a 
complaint on behalf of the 
farmworkers.  

However, a recent 
ruling by the U.S. District 
Court for the Western Dis-
trict of Michigan upheld 
state testing requirements, 

which affect about 75,000 
Latino farmworkers, 
according to the Michigan 
Farm Bureau. An appeal 
on the ruling was filed 
Aug. 25 by Varnum attor-
ney Ronald DeWaard.  

“We are appealing the 
district court’s decision 
to the Sixth Circuit, 
where we will ask for 
an ‘Injunction Pending 
Appeal’ to stay MDHHS’ 
emergency order pending 
a full briefing on why 
the MDHHS emergency 
order unconstitutionally 
discriminates against 
Latinos,” he said.  

Meanwhile, employers 

who do not abide by rules 
face financial penalties, 
while farmworkers who 
refuse testing will be 
prohibited from working 
until they agree to the 
testing. 

Many Michigan farm-
workers come from Flor-
ida, Georgia, and Texas, 
or through the H-2A 
guest-worker program.  

According to Rex 
Schultz of Heritage 
Blueberries, the workers 
like to move from crop to 
crop. 

Now, he said, “they’re 
pulling out of the state; 
they’re just leaving be-

cause they don’t want to 
be a part of this.” 

Schultz asked his em-
ployees if they wanted to 
be tested. Most said no 
and are upset after testing 
began Aug. 24. 

Another Michigan 
operation lost roughly 30 
farmworkers during apple 
harvest when it needs 
hundreds of migrant and/
or H-2A workers. The 
farm asked to remain 
anonymous. 

“I think it’s going to get 
worse,” Schultz said. “My 
biggest concern is — are 
they going to come back 
next year?” 

Our story reporting 
the drowning last week 
should have identified the 
fisherman as Kyle Frank-
lin Baker, 25, who was 
fishing under the Marshall 
Street Bridge. We apolo-
gize to Kyle’s family as 
they deal with this tragedy 
in their family.

Monday, August 24, 
2020 at 8:44 PM, a 
17-year-old male riding 
an electric scooter travel-
ing down 124th Avenue 
was struck by a vehicle 
driven by another 17-year-
old. The young man was 
thrown off the scooter and 
suffered serious injuries. 
The investigation into this 
incident continues, but it 
is known that the scooter 
rider, Julio Villalobos, 
has since passed from his 
injuries.

Villalobos was a grad-
uate from Fennville High 
School and was planning 
on beginning online col-
lege this Fall. Because of 
his leadership position as 
#28 on the football and his 
supportive nature, Vil-
lalobos’s death has been 
difficult for the Fennville 
Community.

Friends described 
Villalobos as a “terrific 
young man,” “the smile on 
his face was contagious,” 
and “a positive person.” 
Jace Cossey stated, “This 
is such a huge loss for the 
Fennville community and 
the class of 2020.”

It was through Facebook 
that Angelica Villalobos 
was able to share her emo-
tions by saying, “Thank 
you all for your prayers.” 

Fennville 
teen dies 
from 
scooter 
accident 
injuries

Correction

Arrest warrant issued for fired South Haven official

Allegan County eighth in lowest 
unemployment numbers

Migrants leaving because of increased 
COVID testing

In Grand Junction, late-season blueberry harvest usually makes up for financial losses incurred during the previous 
months. True Blue Berry Management LLC’s Shelly Hartmann (far left), Manuel Morales Jr., and Doraelia Nunez discuss 
farmworker testing and rights. Janelle Brose | Farm News Media
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H. Wolf 
Law Firm, P.C

1244 Lincoln Rd. (M-89)
Allegan, MI 49010

(269) 673-2105
PRACTICING IN: 

Criminal • Divorce  • Family Law • Wills & Trusts • Bankruptcy
Major Credit Cards Accepted

Laurie J. Tange
Attorney at Law

Heidi L. Wolf
Attorney at Law
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Directory Guide

CITY OF ALLEGAN
PUBLIC HEARING

THE CITY OF ALLEGAN will be holding a public 
hearing on September 14, 2020 at 7:00 PM, at the 
City Hall, 231 Trowbridge , Allegan, Michigan, to 
receive public comments regarding the adoption 
of an ordinance amending City of Allegan Zoning 
Ordinance, Article XIV, PUD Planned Unit De-
velopment District 14.01A Qualifying Condition.  
Copies of the proposed amendment can be ob-
tained at City Hall, 231 Trowbridge Street, Alle-
gan, Michigan.          
  
Christopher Tapper, City Clerk

Obituaries

Johnnie Junior Boerman, 
80, of Cheshire Township, 
passed away Sunday, Au-
gust 30, 2020 at his home.  
He was born July 25, 1940 
to John and Laura (Wolf) 
Boerman in Allegan, 
Michigan. Johnnie was an 
excavator and owned his 
own business for several 
years.  In his younger days, 
Johnnie was a race car 
driver.  His car number was 
55.  He raced in Kalam-
azoo, Galesburg, Indiana 
and in Pullman at Jones 
Speedway.  He enjoyed 
boating in South Haven on 
his 23 foot Sea Ray and 
motorcycling in Sturgis, 
South Dakota and Daytona 
Beach.

He is preceded in death 
by his parents.

Johnnie is survived by 
his wife and companion of 
26 years – Donna Rut-
kowski; children – John 
(Shelly) Boerman of Alle-
gan, Donnie Boerman of 
Munster, Indiana and Dixie 
Kovach of Bloomingdale, 
Michigan; 2 grandchil-
dren – Colte Boerman and 
Courtney Gonzales; and 
four great grandchildren.

Visitation will be held 
from 10:00 AM to 12:00 
PM on Wednesday, 
September 2, 2020 at the 
Filbrandt Family Funeral 
Home in South Haven. Fu-
neral services will follow 
visitation at 12:00 PM with 
Pastor Milan Bittenbender 
officiating. Johnnie will 
be laid to rest at Oakwood 
Cemetery in Allegan. 

Kindly share your thoughts 
and memories on the fam-
ily’s online guestbook at 
www.FilbrandtFFH.com.

The family is being 
helped by the Filbrandt 
Family Funeral Home in 
South Haven, 637-0333.

Marilyn Ann (Thompson) 
Sipple, 78, passed away on 
Friday, August 28, 2020.  
Born February 24, 1942 
in Allegan, Michigan, she 
was the daughter of the late 
Paul and Anna (Schafer) 
Thompson. She received 
her associate degree from 
Western Michigan Univer-
sity and worked as a teacher 
in Title I at Martin Public 
Schools for over 10 years. 

Marilyn grew up in the 
Allegan area, one of six 
brothers and sisters, all of 
whom she cherished deeply. 
On June 23, 1962, Marilyn 
married Jack Ronald Sip-
ple, a farmer from Martin, 
Michigan and spent their 
58 years together working 
side-by-side on their dairy 
farm and enjoying family 
life with their children and 
grandchildren. The two 
explored far-off places 
together and also volun-
teered building churches 
and schools through the 
Builders for Christ organi-
zation. Marilyn is remem-
bered as an incredibly 
compassionate and inten-
tional mother. A true family 
woman at heart, she made 

sure that they took family 
vacations—prioritizing 
time together. Ever a doting 
mother, Marilyn was just as 
nurturing as a grandmother. 

All her life, Marilyn was 
a faithful follower of Jesus 
Christ. One of the last 
things that Marilyn wrote 
was, “The belief I am most 
passionate about is my faith 
and knowing that God is al-
ways with me and I will be 
with my Savior in eternity.”

Marilyn was preceded 
in death by her beloved 
daughter Kathleen Lane, 
brother-in-law Carl Sandahl 

and sister-in-law Sharon 
Kelly (Roger). Surviving 
are her husband Jack; 
children Christine DeBruyn 
(Arthur), Karen Hildebrand 
(Ted), Kirt Sipple; son-
in-law Terry Lane; grand-
children John Waldsmith, 
Allison DeBruyn, Breyanna 
Waldsmith, Megan Ward 
(Kristopher), Catherine 
DeBruyn; siblings Maxine 
Sandahl, Bernice Wentzel 
(Charles), Paul Thompson 
(Sara), Lawrence Thomp-
son (Sharon), Carolyn 
Miner (Don); sister-in-law 
Joyce Suhusky (Frank); and 
several cousins, nieces, and 
nephews.

The family received 
friends at Gorden Funeral 
Residence, Allegan Chapel, 
on Monday, August 31, 
2020 from 5:00 pm to 7:00 
pm.  A funeral service took 
place at St. John’s Luther-
an Church on Tuesday, 
September 1, 2020 at 1:00 
pm.  Burial in New East 
Martin Cemetery.  Memo-
rial contributions may be 
made to St. John’s Lutheran 
Church or to Hospice Care 
of Southwest Michigan.

Johnnie Junior Boerman, 80Marilyn Ann (Thompson) Sipple, 78

Marilyn Ann Sipple

Skylinn Vega-Eding (3) and Alivia Kragt (5) gathered 
with a small family group at the gazebo in Hanson Park 
behind the Griswold Auditorium to celebrate their birth-
days. Their mom Erica shared, “We decided to celebrate 
here because it is a nice and open space so we could have 
everybody out here. It’s beautiful and has the park”  Just 
a short trip from their home near the Allegan County Fair 
Ground’s chicken afforded a fun, safe outing for these 
birthday girls. 

.Attorney Mike Villar, 
who ran against incumbent 
Allegan County Prosecu-
tor Myrene Koch in the 
Republican primary last 
month, petitioned about 
a week after the August 
election. 

The recount will begin 
Wednesday morning at the 
Allegan Township Hall. 
Allegan County Clerk Bob 
Genetski told News 8 it’s 
expected to take three days 
or longer.

Villar lost, according 
to the unofficial results, 
by less than a few dozen 
votes. Koch received 8,864 
votes to Villar’s 8,847. He 
also lost to Koch in 2018.

No one ran for prosecu-
tor as a Democrat, but the 

county’s unofficial results 
show there were 794 write-
in votes.

In his petition for the 
recount, Villar wrote, “I 
have good faith belief that 
I would have a reasonable 
chance of winning the 
election but for the fact 
that the canvass of the vote 
cast is in error.”

He cites 350 to 700 
spoiled ballots because of 
crossover voting, meaning 
voters didn’t abide by the 
straight-ticket require-
ment, and “that there were 
irregularities in obtaining 
the vote counts in Fillmore 
Township…”

“…This is especially 
disconcerting as I was 
leading in the reported 

voting until the Fillmore 
vote count was reported at 
4:00 a.m. on the day after 
the election,” the petition 
went on to state.

Genetski confirmed 
Fillmore Township was 
previously deemed unre-
countable by canvassers 
and therefore any change 
in that count won’t be 
eligible toward the recount 
Wednesday. 

“When the Board of Can-
vassers went to certify the 
election, they reviewed the 
situation in Fillmore Town-
ship, they compared the 
poll book up against the 
tabulator tape and noticed 
that the two numbers were 
out of balance,” the county 
clerk said. 

Genetski said an increase 
in absentee ballots led to 
jams in the machine, mak-
ing the tabulations difficult 
on election day. 

“One of the canvassers 
felt the machine should’ve 
been shut down and the en-
tire ballot bunch should’ve 
been reprocessed or run 
through later on,” he ex-
plained. 

That did not happen, 
however. 

Wednesday’s recount 
timeline will depend on 
how many challenges 
representatives for both 
candidates make to indi-
vidual ballots. 

The race for Allegan County’s 
prosecutor will be decided in a recount

Celebrating SafelyCelebrating Safely

Storm Damage To Your House? 
You have a limited 

window to take action! 

Ask about our “Price Lock Guarantee!”

1. Haven’t filed a claim?

2. Received partial coverage for repairs?

3. Denied replacement coverage?

4. Ready to get the work started?

No matter what, I can help! 

CALL OR EMAIL FOR YOUR 
FREE ASSESSMENT.

608-332-2362 
stacey@harleyscnr.com

Earl’s Meats 5685 143rd Ave.
Holland, MI 49423
616-392-6392
616-836-6421
www.earlsmeats.comhrs. M-F 9-5, Sat 9-12, Closed Sunday

Find us on Facebook

“Your Hometown Meat Market”

We Are Here For You!
EARL’S RETAIL STORE

We offer premium U.S.D.A. 
fresh certified cuts of:

Beef • Pork • Lamb • Chicken
Roasts • Steaks • Burgers

WE ARE EXCITED 
TO WELCOME 

YOU BACK INTO 
THE STORE!

Customer Safety
To ensure your safety 
we are strictly follow-

ing the CDC sanitizing 
guidelines.

Your Advertising 
Sweet Spot
Promote your offerings 
to hundreds of local 
readers alongside by 
advertising in the Alle-
gan County News.

The Allegan
County News
269-673-5534

mailto:stacey@harleyscnr.com
http://www.FilbrandtFFH.com
http://www.earlsmeats.com
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By G Corwin Stoppel
 
     Just in time for what 

might or might not be the 
opening of the school year, 
it is the 147th anniver-
sary of the chartering of 
America’s first public 
kindergarten. At first it was 
considered to be something 
of a novelty when five year 
olds in St Louis, Missouri 
started attending school. 
There were objections that 
they should be home with 
their mother,  or that they 
were too young to be in 
school. Fortunately, the 
city’s school board was 
eager to try this experiment 
in early childhood educa-
tion.

    “Kindergarten”  was 
the name coined by Fred-
erick Frobel of Germa-
ny, and it translates into 
English as a children’s 
garden. More specifically, 
it is a children’s garden 
of learning, socialization, 
and fun. At the same time, 
it helped prepare them for 
the following year when 
they would begin attending 
grammar school.

     In addition to kinder-
garten, if ever you played 
with wooden blocks, or 
had a set of wooden alpha-
bet blocks, you can thank 
Frobel for developing the 
ideas.

    One of Frobel’s great-

est contributions to early 
childhood education was 
his box of simple wooden 
toys known as “Gifts and 
Occupations.”  They were 
simple objects - a block 
of wood,  a block cut into 
smaller blocks, a wooden 
ball, an incline, and so 
on.  Parents or teachers 
would present a child with 
the first gift of a block. The 
child was encouraged to 
play with it for as long as 
they desired, Then, using 
some suggestions prepared 
by Froebel and others, the 
adult would ask gentle 
questions about the object. 
More play followed as the 
child explored as many 
different ways as possible 
the gift could be used.

     In time, a child joined 
together with others his or 
her age, and they explored 
together. Like many other 
educators, Frobel believed 
that play is the work of 
children. This work en-
hanced their creativity and 
awakened their intellect.

     Frobel’s inventiveness 
and philosophy have had 
a long-last influence on 
American education. For 
that matter,  an influ-
ence on early childhood 
education around the 
world.  Best known, of 
course, is the concept of 
kindergarten that has been 
adopted by nearly all of our 

public and many private 
schools. In turn, kindergar-
ten has led to a wide range 
of educational experiences 
for children. And, because 
public schools can not do 
everything, other groups 
- churches, civic groups, 
and similar organizations 
- have started reading 
camps, summer camps, and 
much more.

     Of course, for many 
of us the real proof of 
success is when we 
recognize the names of 
those who benefited from 
Frobel’s ideas. Perhaps at 
the top of that list is the 
great American architect 
and designer, Frank Lloyd 
Wright.  When he was 
a youngster his mother 
began his education with a 
box of Frobel’s Gifts and 
Occupations.  In his pro-
fessional career it almost 
seems as if he borrowed 
some of the shapes for his 
designs.

    If you have ever vis-
ited the Wright Home and 
Studio in Oak Park,  Illi-
nois you may have noticed 
some of his childhood 
possessions on a shelf in a 
cabinet. Among them is the 
box of Frobel toys.

    Nearby are the well-
known wooden toys, 
Lincoln Logs,  and for a 
very good reason. In 1916-
1917,  Frank Lloyd Wright 

and his son were working 
in Japan. Wright had been 
commissioned to build an 
earthquake-proof hotel 
which he did by construct-
ing the foundation with 
massive notched logs that 
interlocked. His son John 
watched the construction, 
and soon after took wood-
en dowels,  about 3/8ths 
of an inch, notched both 
ends,  and created the first 
Lincoln Logs. He selected 
the name because our six-
teenth President had grown 

up in a log cabin. When 
he returned to America he 
began manufacturing new 
toys from his Red Square 
Toy Company.  Although 
Wright’s company was 
later sold, the toys remain 
a popular tradition.

     Frobel died in 
1852,  but his Gifts and 
Occupations remain in 
existence. Today, they are 
being manufactured and 
marketed by the Grand 
Rapids, MI company,  Un-
cle Goose.

Writer reflects on start of kindergarten

Faces in the Crowd:Faces in the Crowd: Church SecretariesChurch Secretaries
by G Corwin Stoppelby G Corwin Stoppel

 My father was a ser-
geant in the Army Air 
Corp during the second 
World War, and he would 
always remind anyone in 
earshot that the sergeants, 
not the offices, not even 
the generals, won the war. 
He was too polite to say 
what he really thought 
of newly commissioned 
officers other than, “Yeah, 
ninety day wonders, we 
called them. We saluted 
them, but everyone knew 
it was us sergeants who 
could get things done, and 
done right.”
Not surprisingly, when 

I went off to school he 
gave some advice. “Get 
on the good side of the 
janitors. Everyone tries 
to suck up to the teachers 
and the principal, so don’t 
bother. Just remember, the 
janitors are the sergeants, 
and they get things done. 
It isn’t just because they 
know where the bodies 
are buried, either. They 
have the key to the stor-
age room where they keep 
the shovels.”
I discovered a parallel to 

my father’s advice when 
I was a newly minted 
clergyman - the church 
secretary. They’re the 
sergeants. Over the years 
the job title has changed 
from secretary to parish 
assistant to parish ad-
ministrative  assistant, 
and  in some churches the 
executive parish adminis-
trative assistant. The title 
changes are more than 
just word inflation. They 
reflects their changing 
and increasingly complex 
work. Long gone are the 
days of typing the bulletin 
or church newsletter onto 
a stencil, transferring it to 
a Mimeograph machine, 
and cranking out copies.  
Today it is computers and 
an assortment of social 
media platforms.  All of 
that is just for starters. In 
their spare time secretar-
ies are expected to read 
and practically memorize 
all the Best Practices 
manuals, and then recite 
them chapter and verse. 

Just don’t ask what they 
think of those documents.
Within days of starting 

they realize they are ex-
pected to know the history 
of the church,  all of the 
previous ministers, and 
who donated everything 
to the church. They find 
out they need to know not 
only all of the members 
and their families, and the 
previous members and 
when and why they left. 
If there is an endowment 
gift, they have to learn all 
of the restrictions accom-
panying it.  Everyone 
expects the secretary to 
know all of the important 
secrets and never say a 

word/
Carol Mollett, the Parish 

Administrative Assistant 
at the Episcopal Church 
of the Good Shepherd 
here in Allegan is a classic 
example of her profes-
sion. She came to the 
parish after having retired 
from a long tenure at a 
large church in Douglas. 
Retirement was fun, but 
only for a while, and she 
missed caring for people 
and working.
As at many churches, 

many of the tasks are sim-
ilar, but each church has 
its own personality, and a 
good secretary realizes the 
needs to understand the 

dynamics. Each inde-
pendent congregation or 
church within a denomi-
nation, has their own set 
of directives and orders 
from headquarters.  In 
an increasingly litigious 
society, knowing how to 
stay within the parameters 
without being too legalis-
tic or permissive, and still 
do ministry, is a balancing 
act.
Then comes the real 

challenge - breaking in 
the new minister.  They 
all have these wonder-
ful ideas they learned 
in seminary or a recent 
clergy pow-wow. A rooky 
secretary will rush ahead 

or instantly dig in the 
heals. An experienced one 
knows just how to smile 
sweetly,  say, ‘that’s inter-
esting’ as if they meant it, 
and keep a poker face.
One of secretary’s most 

important tasks is being 
the first point of contact,  
sometimes even the “face 
of the church”  to visitors 
who telephone or walk 
through the door. Whether 
they have the proverbial 
axe in need of grind-
ing,  need information or 
assistance, or just want to 
walk, it is the secretary 
they meet.  That is a true 
example of practical prac-
ticing Christianity.

Carol Mollett

“And then there are 
the things no in the job 
description,”  Carol told 
me.  “I’m proficient with 
a plunger for jammed up 
toilets. I’ve scooped up 
dead bats from the main 
aisle in the sanctuary, and 
removed deceased small 
animals, including bats, 
from the church walks.”
If you belong to a church 

that has a good secretary 
or parish administrative 
assistant, consider your-
self fortune. A good one 
makes everyone look good 
and brings out the best in 
everyone. They see and 
hear everything,  yet say 
nothing. They ponder over 
requests for assistance, and 
often set the example for 
outreach into a commu-
nity.
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   As I wrote sometime 
ago,  it is Tuesday. It is 
always Tuesday. If I had to 
take a cognitive awareness 
test and the doctor asked 
what day it is, I would say 
it is Tuesday. It has been 
Tuesday for about five 
months now.  For a while I 
was afraid it would always 
be Tuesday from now 
until I fall of my perch and 
someone scrapes me off the 
bottom of the cage. Now, I 
am resigned to it.

     In part, it is always 
Tuesday because almost 
since the beginning of 
the Great Shut Down our 
oven has been misbehav-
ing. There is something 
seriously wrong with the 
nemesis of the modern age 
- a computer that probably 
has more power and ca-
pability than the ones that 
got Voyageur I to the edge 
of the solar system and 
beyond. Our stove works, 
but the oven does not, and 
the computer incessantly 
bleeps and beeps with all 
the annoyance of a weak 
battery in a smoke detec-
tor in the middle of the 
night.  The circuit breaker 
is our on-off switch.

     Growing up Mother 
(affectionately known 
to me alone as Nanook 
of Norge because of her 
reliance of TV dinners in 
the freezer) had a GE stove 
and four burner top. I think 
they bought GE because 
Ronald Reagan touted 
them on television and they 
trusted him. It was a simple 
thing. Plug it in,  walk it 
into the right spot, and turn 
it on then set the tem-
perature.  Nearby on the 
genuine Formica counter 
was a sixty minute timer 
that gave off a loud ping 
or ding at the end. It didn’t 
have a built-in clock. We 
had one on the wall if we 
wanted to know the time. A 
clock with second, minute, 
and hour hands that moved 
around. It was a gift to Dad 

from the fellows who sold 
tulip bulbs. The next year 
we got genuine wooden 
shoes.

     It was simple,  and as 
for venting it when she cre-
ated a “well done” dinners 
(more accurately,  burnt 
offering) that’s what doors 
and winters were for.  My 
parents firmly believed 
that all meat should be 
cooked until well done so 
we wouldn’t catch what we 
thought they said was “toe 
nail poisoning.” They also 
touted the virtues of fresh 
air.  We aired out the house 
as needed,  even in the 
midst of a January blizzard 
in Minnesota.

     The standard stove is 
still being made, but they 
don’t have much market 
share. We have looked at a 
number of makes and mod-
els,  and the spooky thing 
is that many of them come 
with wi-fi. I haven’t figured 
that out. I suspect it is so 
the appliance can talk to 
a smart phone. Or maybe, 
when it is cooking if it gets 
bored it can contact Alexa 
to entertain it with some 
music.  Then again,  maybe 
the wi-fi gives the safety 
instructions similar to air-
planes before take-off and 
landing.

      We have a division 

of labor in the kitchen. Pat 
does the cooking and I do 
a few small jobs that do 
not require great culinary 
skill and knowledge;  she 
lets me do the clean up. 
It works out well for us. 
Under those circumstanc-
es, she is picking out the 
stove.

    The news d’jour is 
that she found one that 
looks right. The next step 
is to go look at it, and 
then the company tells us 
that they can deliver it in 
about another month.  That 
assumes,  of course, that 
there is not a second 
shut-down because of the 
virus.  We also learned that 
we have to find someone 
to install it. More accu-
rately,  we have to find a 
trio of contractors - one to 
cut a piece of something 
on the wall so it fits into 
place,  a second one to line 
up the vent system with the 
stove, and then an electri-
cian.  I’m pretty certain I 
know how to plug it in, but 
considering how complex 
this appliance is, it might 
be out of my league.

     To my way of think-
ing,  the whole world is 
over-designed, over-en-
gineered, and too com-
plex.  A couple of weeks 
back there was an antique 
European sports car show 
on the main drag in Doug-
las. I wandered through 
and a few of the owners 
had opened the hoods of 
their cars. Pure simplicity 
- air filter, engine, cooling 
system, brakes, and trans-
mission.  There was empty 
space.  It’s much different 
today.

     If we get this stove 
with the built-in wi-fi I am 
not ever, ever, ever going 
to buy a smart car that 
doesn’t require a driver. I 
have the feeling the stove 
and the car might have 
a conversation back and 
forth and decide to go on a 
road trip on their own.

Viewpoints
It could be called the 

tale of two states. In the 
states where I own news-
papers- Alabama and 
Michigan, high school 
sports are treated very 
differently in the age of 
COVID.

In Alabama, all fall 
sports including football 
are in full operational 
mode. The schools my 
newspaper covers have 
already played two 
football games, four 
volleyball matches and 
numerous other sports are 
in full swing.

In Michigan, only cross 
country, tennis and out-
side swimming have been 
allowed to start. Foot-
ball, even though teams 
have been practicing for 
several weeks, has been 
grounded. The powers 
that be- mostly Governor 
Whitmer and MHSAA, 
have told aspiring athletes 
they can’t play this year.

We all know the logic 
behind the decision. It 
is more important to 
protect our students 
from COVID, than it 
is for football or other 
sports to proceed, at least 
according to the decision 
makers. Science, they 
say, tells them that the 
close contact of football, 
even though players are 
covered from head to toe 
with protective gear, is an 
invitation for COVID to 
spread.

I humbly disagree and 
stand with the hundreds 
of players and parents 

who protested the deci-
sion on Lansing’s State 
Capitol steps this past 
Sunday. All fall high 
school sports, wheth-
er it be cross country, 
where runners travel in 
close contact on a bus to 
their meet destination, 
or football where stu-
dent-athletes have been 
working out and practic-
ing for some time without 
any real COVID spread, 
ought to be allowed.

If Alabama and oth-
er states can play fall 
sports safely then so can 
Michigan. COVID lately 
has hit Alabama residents 
in greater numbers than 
Michigan. Although our 
leaders don’t necessarily 
like to share numbers, 
I venture to say the 

pandemic is very much 
on the downswing, and 
has been, in Michigan for 
several weeks.

I’m wondering if our 
leaders have taken in to 
consideration, what the 
thousands of Michigan 
high school football 
players will do if they 
can’t play football.  Some 
of the better players will 
transfer to Indiana or 
Ohio. Some will become 
so distraught that they 
will turn to drugs and 
alcohol. 

In addition, there are 
now a whole bunch of 
private 7-man football 
teams being started by 
entrepreneurs looking to 
cash in and offer ath-
letes an opportunity to 
play the sport they love. 
These leagues do not 
provide the supervision or 
training that high schools 
would.  I dare say, these 
teams are far more sus-
ceptible to the pandemic, 
than high school teams. 

As a 10 letter athlete 
in high school I know 
what sports did for me. It 
shaped me as an individ-
ual. It made me tough 
mentally and nurtured 
my “never quit” attitude. 
More importantly it kept 
me out of trouble. I was 
too busy practicing to 
turn to alcohol, drugs or 
crime.  I think many other 
athletes can say the same.

Whether we like it or 
not, COVID is here with 
us for awhile, if not al-
ways. We cannot continue 
to be told we can’t go to 
church, we can’t open up 
fitness centers, and we 
can’t play high school 
sports. There are risks in 
life for us all, and there is 
no way we can eradicate 
all those risks. Fortunate-
ly for those teens that 
play high school sports, 
COVID, with the excep-
tion of a few, does not 
cause grave illness. 

Let them play. The 
socio-economic conse-
quences of not doing so, 
will be far worse than 
anything the pandemic 
can cause. It’s time to ad-
mit you made a mistake 
Governor and MHSAA. 
Reverse y our decision 
and allow fall sports to 
proceed.

Change course, allow football Life is Performance Art
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The Bookworm Sez

By Terri Schlichenmeyer

“White Hot Light: Twenty-
Five Years in Emergency 

Medicine” 

by Frank Huyler

c.2020, Harper Perennial
$16.99 // $21.00 Canada

272 pages

White Hot Light
You don’t want to talk 

about it.
Sensitive topic, that’s it. 

Brings up memories you 
don’t care to examine, 
things you aren’t willing 
to confront in your mind. 
No, what’s done is done, 
there’s no going back, 
and you don’t want to 
talk about it. At least not 
until, as in the new book 
“White Hot Light” by 
Frank Huyler, you do...

After more than two 
decades working in 
emergency medicine, you 
might think a doctor has 
seen it all. Done it all, 
maybe, but Frank Huyler 
still seems to be surprised 
at what the human body 
can endure or accommo-
date, and still support life. 

He sometimes seems 
surprised at himself. 

After that long in the 
ER, a doctor is sea-
soned. He makes fewer 
young-doctor mistakes, 
but the curiosity he once 
had still exists. He knows 
that the new crop of 
residents and interns are 
too young to have seen 
diseases that devastated 
populations a couple 
generations ago. He has 
confidence in his own 
reflexive actions when the 
job demands it, but even 
in the comfortable center 
of his career, he’ll never 
stop second-guessing or 
what-iffing.

Could he have saved 
the beautiful boy with 
skin marred by a small 
blue hole on the right side 
of his belly? The boy’s 
tender age reminded 
Huyler of his own son, 
bringing back memories 
of the night his boy was 
born. Or what about the 
son who’d been injured 
in war, and the father 
whose name Huyler never 
learned?

Was there any way to 
help the immigrant wom-
an who couldn’t keep 
appointments, or the one 
who came in with cancer 
so advanced that he could 
see her bones?  Or the 
thousand people brought 
back from overdoses 
– could they be saved? 
Or the suicidal, or those 
whose stories are learned 
from police or EMTs – or 
those whose stories he’d 
never learn?  There were 
so many heart attacks 
he’s seen, so many last 
breaths, so many survi-
vors left to mourn, which 
is where his experience 
steps in.

Experience puts a callus 
on a doctor’s pain. But 
it should never numb his 
reverence for life.

“White Hot Light” is 
not a pretty read. Not at 
all, but it’s a beautiful 
one.

If that sounds like a bit 
of a riddle to you, here: 
the stories that author 
Frank Huyler tells are 
gnashingly ragged, but 
the language he uses to 
tell them is breathtaking, 
in a soft-grass-and-roll-
ing-hills sort of way. 
Devastating anecdotes, 
gorgeous prose.

Don’t let that scare you 
off, though, because this 
isn’t just a book on illness 
and death. Huyler also 
extends deep appre-
ciation for colleagues 
here, and that’s tinged 
with frequent awe. He’s 
well-traveled and grew 
up overseas, so we peek 
through a window at 
places and practices we’ll 
likely never know. We 
see frailty that’s strangely 
comforting.

Indeed, this is a hard 
read, but you’ll be 
spellbound – especially if 
you’ve ever consulted an 

MD, or think you might 
some day. For you, doc-
tors, nurses, or medical 
support staff, “White Hot 
Light” is a must-read 
you’ll want to talk about.

The Bookworm is Terri Schli-
chenmeyer.

Terri has been reading since 
she was 3 years old and she 
never goes anywhere without 
a book. She lives on a hill in 
Wisconsin with two dogs and 
13,000 books.

Dear Editor:
Thank you, Allegan City 

Council, for allowing the 
Mahan Gazebo music 
programs to take place 
this summer, while all 
other usual music pro-
grams seem to have been 

cancelled.  Many people 
have gathered weekly in 
this great open-air park, in-
cluding people who live in 
other areas.  We personally 
have friends from Com-
stock and Shelbyville who 
come over every week, and 

likely others come from 
out-of-town.  Again, know 
that many are thankful for 
your allowing these and 
other meetings in the park.

Betty Orweller
Allegan, MI

Music in the park is a blessing

 Due to technical difficulties we could not download the 
pictures of Tom Hunter of Western Auto to accompany 

the story from Faces in the Crowd series.
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Peek at the Past

Crossword

Deaths

Marriages

For The Record

n see Solution, Page 11

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Chop with an ax
 4. Where a bachelor lives
 7. Indicates near
10. DoctorsÕ group
11. ItÕs just a number
12. Type of bread
13. Lively ballroom dance
15. Charles S. Dutton TV 
series

16. A way to use up
19. Singular event
21. Home of Disney 
World

23. Minerals
24. Most insightful
25. Consult
26. In addition
27. Agents of downfall
30. Organizations
34. Supervises flying
35. Bar bill

36. Alfalfa
41. Dish soap
45. Witnesses
46. Ancient Greek City
47. Newspaper bigwigs
50. Discuss again
54. Small group with 
shared interests

55. Support
56. Popular sportcoat 
fabric

57. Take hold of
59. Pre-Mayan civiliza-
tion

60. Woman (French)
61. Wheeled vehicle
62. Georgia rockers
63. Cold War player 
(abbr.)

64. Pitching stat
65. Attempt

CLUES DOWN
 1. Czech monetary unit
 2. Arousing intense feel-
ing

 3. Elks
 4. Muscular weaknesses
 5. Before the present
 6. Figures out
 7. Infinite
 8. A low wall
 9. Silly
13. Political organization
14. Used of a number or 
amount not specified

17. Divisions of the psy-
che

18. Denial
20. Ancient Iranian per-
son

22. Count on
27. Popular sports league
28. Water (French)
29. Partner to cheese

31. When you hope to get 
there

32. Angry
33. One point east of due 
south

37. Respects
38. Organize anew
39. French wine grape
40. Intrinsic nature of 
something

41. Neural structures
42. Brews
43. Where ships take on 
cargo

44. Holiday season singer
47. Shock treatment
48. Popular average
49. Products
51. A type of bear
52. Utilize
53. Old world, new
58. Swiss river

Judge Margaret Zuzich Bakker 
handed down the following decisions 
on Aug. 17:

Edward George Allen, 60, of Sau-
gatuck, was sentenced to a minimum 
of 3 years in prison to a maximum 
of 10 years in prison with no days 
credit for breaking and entering with 
intent to commit a felony or larceny, 
a minimum of 3 years in prison to a 
maximum of 6 years in prison with no 
days credit for larceny of a building 
and habitual offender - second offense 
notice. Allen was ordered to pay $266 
in court costs and fees. 

Thomas Ray Fletcher, 60, of Ka-
lamazoo, was sentenced to 10 months 
in jail with 58 days credit for operat-
ing under the influence of liquor, op-
erating - while intoxicated/impaired/
with the presence of a controlled sub-
stance - third offense notice and pro-
bation violation. Fletcher was ordered 
to pay $498 in court costs and fees. 
Probation continued.

Juan Carlos Martinez-Nunez, 51, 
of Wyoming, was sentenced to 30 
days in jail with 25 days credit for op-
erating under the influence of liquor 
and operating - while intoxicated/
impaired/with the presence of a con-
trolled substance - 2nd offense notice. 
Martinez-Nunez was ordered to pay 
$425 in court costs and fees. As part of 
12 months probation, Martinez-Nunez 
must complete all treatment programs 
as directed by probation agent and pay 
$30 per month supervision fee.

Kenneth Wayne Parker II, 25, of 
Pullman, was sentenced to 2 days in 
jail with 2 days credit for child sex-
ually abusive activity- distributing or 
promoting and 2 days in jail with 2 
days credit for computers - using to 
commit a crime. Parker was ordered 
to pay $566 in court costs and fees. As 
part of 60 months probation, Parker 

must complete all treatment programs 
as directed by probation agent and pay 
$30 per month supervision fees.

Marc Dakota Wiggins, 17, of 
Plainwell, was sentenced to a mini-
mum of 16 months, 21 days in prison 
to a maximum of 60 months in prison 
with 270 days credit for breaking and 
entering with intent to commit a fel-
ony or larceny. Wiggins was ordered 
to pay $498 in court costs and fees.

Judge Roberts A. Kengis handed 
down the following decisions on Aug. 
17:

Susan Jaye Ellis, 51, of Allegan, 
was sentence to 1 day in jail with 1 
day credit for domestic violence and 
domestic violence - second offense 
notice. Ellis was ordered to pay $425 
in court costs and fees. As part of 18 
months probation, Ellis must perform 
50 hours community service, attend 
parenting classes as directed by Child 
Protective Services, complete men-
tal health domestic violence/batterer 
intervention or other treatment as di-
rected and pay $30 per month proba-
tion supervision fees.

Ashlee Kay Kuieck, 25, of Alle-
gan, was sentenced to 11 months in 
jail with 42 days credit for knowingly 
or intentionally possessing controlled 
substance methamphetamine and pro-
bation violation. Kuieck was ordered 
to pay $598 in court costs and fees. 
Probation revoked.

Julie Patrice-Brancal McCar-
thy, 54, of Gobles, was sentenced to 
90 days in jail with 3 days credit for 
weapons - firearms - discharge in or 
at a building attempt. McCarthy was 
ordered to pay $198 in court costs and 
fees.

In a separate case, McCarthy 
was sentenced to 6 months in jail 
with 1 day credit for third degree 

arson. McCarthy was ordered to pay 
$154,714.51 in court costs and fees 
including $154,316.51 in restitution. 
As part of 60 months probation, Mc-
Carthy must complete mental health 
and domestic violence/batterer inter-
vention treatment and pay $30 per 
month supervision fees.

Jacob Paul Oisten, 26, of Allegan, 
was sentenced to 30 days in jail with 
3 days credit for weapons - carrying 
concealed. Oisten was ordered to pay 
$498 in court costs and fees. As part 
od 24 months probation, Oisten must 
perform 40 hours community service, 
complete the cognitive behavioral 
therapy program, comply with any 
testing and treatment as directed, fol-
low curfew from 11 p.m. to 6 a.m. and 
pay $30 per month probation supervi-
sion fees.

Ashley Jody-Alline Vermilyer, 
36, of Kalamazoo, was sentenced to 5 
months in jail with 10 days credit for 
knowingly or intentionally possessing 
controlled substance methamphet-
amine. Vermilyer was ordered to pay 
$498 in court costs and fees. As pat of 
24 months probation, Vermilyer must 
perform 40 hours community service, 
complete the cognitive behavioral 
therapy program, participate in as-
sessments and treatment as directed, 
adhere to curfew of 11 p.m. to 6 a.m. 
and pay $30 per month probation su-
pervision fees. Jail time suspended 
unless Vermilyer violates probation. 

Unless otherwise noted, the fines set 
forth above include $130 for the crime 
victims rights fund and $68 state fee 
per file.

Sentences are concurrent unless 
noted.

Listings compiled by correspondent 
Jim Hayden.

August 12, 2020
Wendy Lyn Gunn, 53, Caledonia 

Twp.
August 14, 2020

Jack Lavern Buist, 84, Leighton 
Twp.

August 15, 2020
Connie Lynn Meyer, 68, Laketown 

Twp.
Bennie Gates, 72, Salem Twp.

August 16, 2020
Barbara Mae Kapenga, 97, Way-

land

August 17, 2020
Wallace Oetman, 93, Berrien 

Springs
Donald Lloyd Nottingham, 77, 

Prarieville
August 18, 2020

Diane Edwardine Tobolt, 76, Casco 
Twp.

August 19, 2020
Delores Marie Truax, 84, Salem 

Twp.
August 21, 2020

Sonya Kay Keene, 41, Otsego

The following people applied for a 
marriage license between August 19 
and August 25:

Shane Henry Milburn, Logansport, 
IN, And Bridgett Nicole Williams, 
Peru, IN

Marc David Albanese, Saint Au-
gustine, FL, And Suzanne Dekorte 
Walters, Holland

Tina Marie Fields, Hamilton, And 
Randy Scott Huff, Hamilton

Colten Edward Black, Wayland, 
And Arienne Mharie Norman, Way-
land

Erin Marie Meiste, Hamilton, And 
Zachary Joseph Vandevusse, Ham-
ilton

Justin Charles Horton, Martin, And 
Tesa Jean Dalrymple, Martin

Bryan Edumundo Reyes-Gonza-
lez, Plainwell, And Kaleena Lyn Kow-
alkowski, Plainwell

Richard Kenneth Rolfe, Dorr, And 
Roberta Gabier, Kalamazoo

Mary Jo Shelest, Dorr, And Gary 
Lee May Jr, Dorr

Clayton Allen Frank, Hopkins, And 
Courtney Michelle Dusseau, Dorr

Rodney Lee Mills, Fairfield, OH, 

And Tina Marie Ragland, Fairfield, 
OH

Martin Brian Marr, South Haven, 
And Lisa Ann Jobin-Sink, South 
Haven

Charles Edwin Zolper, Fennville, 
And Darilyn Winifred Bock, Fennville

Ryan James Wobma, Wayland, 
And Erica Lynn Elzinga, Grand Rap-
ids

Michael Sheldon Smith, Otsego, 
And Julie Kay Hermenitt, Otsego

Denise Faye Holden, Wayland, 
And Michael Phillip Little, Kalamazoo

Ronald Jacob Edward Hoag, 
Holland, And Diane Marie Santarita 
Ojendras, Holland

Anthony Joseph Voirin, Crystal 
Lake, IL, And Sheila Sue Senn, Vil-
lage Of Lakewood, IL

Jessica Nicole Smith, South 
Haven, And Brian Micheal Gene For-
rest, Pullman

Christine Lynn Edwards, South 
Haven, And Joseph William Thiel, 
South Haven

Brittany Margaret Host, Wyoming, 
And Aaron Matthew Haworth, Hol-
land

From the pages of The 
Allegan News and The 
Allegan County News and 
Gazette:

Aug. 31, 1945
Plans sets for fair Sept. 

10 to 16: Nine feature at-
tractions on the grounds 
and before the grandstand 
are among the treats in 
store for visitors to the 
94ths annual showing of 
the Allegan County Fair 
opening at Riverview Park 
in Allegan Monday, Sep-
tember 10, and closing 
Sunday, September 16.

Among the acts that 
will appear before the 
grandstand will be Miss 
Malikova, the only girl to 
work alone on a highwire 
act without a net or any 
other safety device. Other 
acts are: Alexander and 
Dornan, internationally 
famous dance team, with 
Ernie Young’s revue; the 
two Carltons, father and 
son acrobatic sensation; 
Monahan and Morris, a 
double xylophone with an 
unusual routine; Pape and 
Conchita, a perchpole act 
from neighboring Mex-
ico, one of the outstanding 
high perchpole acts in the 
show world; and Tarzan, 
a trained monkey act from 
the circus and show world.

An added attraction for 
the grandstand crowds will 
be the war dogs from Fort 
Custer, showing before 
the grandstand Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday af-
ternoons. Also on display 
will be the General tank 
on display all week with 
other ordnance exhibits 
brought to the fair through 
the courtesy of the De-
troit ordnance district and 
Blood Brothers Machine 
Co. of Allegan.

Labor Day air meet 
planned: The Allegan 
Junior Chamber of Com-
merce will sponsor a Labor 
Day Air Meet Monday, 
September 3, at Padgham 
Field in Allegan in cooper-
ation with the Northern Air 
Service, it was announced 
late this week.

Invitations have been 
sent by the Air Service 
manager here to flying 
clubs all over Michigan to 
participate in the Air Meet, 
which will be the largest of 
its kind ever brought to Al-
legan, officials said.

Many planes of all types 
with expert flying person-

nel from the Northern Air 
Service will take up pas-
sengers throughout the af-
ternoon and a spot landing 
contest for local flyers will 
also be conducted.

Aug. 27, 1970
Area resident finds 

marijuana growing in 
yard, sheriff repots: Sher-
iff’s Department personnel 
continue to be busy. Last 
week 200 calls were an-
swered by sheriff’s officers, 
10 of which were accidents 
injuring 13 persons. Some 
of the calls answered by 
the sheriff’s department 
were a stabbing just east of 
Fennville.

A concerned citizen 
called sheriff’s officers 
after he found what ap-
peared to be marijuana 
growing in his yard. The 
substance was field tested 
by sheriff’s officers and a 
positive test was obtained. 
The weed was cut by Sher-
iff’s officers and brough 
to the Allegan County Jail 
for disposal. Sheriff Whit-
comb said it is this kind 
of concern that will help 
overcome our drug and 
marijuana problem here in 
Allegan County.

John Kyes announces 
county to have new 
CMHS director Sept. 
1: Effective Sept. 1, Mar-
lot W. Williams, PH.D., 
psychologist and admin-
istrative director of Alle-
gan County Community 
Health Services, will as-
sume responsibility for 
supervision of all Allegan 
County Aftercare cases, 
CMHS Board Chairman 
John Kyes announced here 
Monday.

Dr. Williams will take 
over Aftercare, a program 
of following assistance 
to former state hospital 
patients, from James Mc-
Dowell, who has super-
vised the program since 
1964.

Aug. 24, 1995
Menahsa builds its new 

power plant for the 21st 
century: Menasha’s prog-
ress can be seen from D 
Avenue. 

According to the Power 
Recovery Manager All 
Coleman, the plant’s 
new smokestack can be 
seen from the D Avenue 
exit as drivers on US-
131 approach the Plain-
well-Otsego exits.

Circuit Court

For Menasha workers and 
Otsego city officials, the 
175-foot stack is the most 
obvious example of a $28 
million revamping of the 
way the company’s paper-
board plant uses energy—
and of a commitment to 
being competitive.

The stack can’t even be 
properly referred to as a 
smokestack because very 
little smoke will emanate 
from it—another example 
of Menasha’s changing 
ways.

Two Gun Plain Town-
ship girls prepare lambs 
for fair showing: They 
aren’t that little and their 
fleece isn’t as white as 
snow.

But Brandy and Rebecca 
McCord lover their lambs 
anyway.

They’ve taken care of 
them since infancy and are 
excited about the chance to 
show them at eh Allegan 
County Fair, which runs 
Sept. 9 through 14.

Brandy, 10, and Rebecca, 
who will turn 9 Sept. 1, are 
both 4-H members.

Their lambs, George, Jes-
sica, Nellie and Doc, were 
born in March and April. 
They are market lambs, 
meaning they are raised 
for meat and not for their 
fleece.

Like any animals, the 
lams require lots of special 
care.

Brandy and Rebecca had 
to walk them four miles 
every day to keep them 
from gaining too much 
weight and to tame them.

Aug. 27, 2015
New complex is third 

milestone for Gun Lake 
Tribe: “A dream come true 
…” might sound like a bit 
on an exaggeration for ded-
icating a set of governmen-
tal buildings.

However, tribal elder 
John Bush said just that 
at the Gun Lake Tribe’s 
opening of its governmen-

tal complex Tuesday, Aug. 
25.

“It’s a proud day for us 
to be here and have this ac-
complishment,” Bush said. 
“It’s a dream come true for 
some of our elders who’ve 
looked for this for a long 

time. Some of them aren’t 
here to see it.”

Following an entry and 
presentation of flags by 
the tribe’s Ogitch-E-Daa 
veterans group, Bush offer 
a prayer his grandfather 
taught him, first in the 

language spoken by the 
ancestors of the Match-E-
Be-Nash-She-Wish band 
of Pottawatomi Indians 
and then in English.

—Compiled by Jason 
Wesseldyk

.Sisters Brandy and Rebecca McCord show off two of the lambs that raised and showed at 
the Allegan County Fair.
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Surprisingly, Jesus said 
almost six times more 
about wealth and our 
material possessions than 
He did about anything else. 
Obviously, that means He 
believes it is an important 
factor in our spiritual 
life.   We sometimes quote, 
and far more often, misquote 
St Paul’s statement about 
money - that the love of 
money is the root of all 
evil. It isn’t the money 
itself because money is an 
inanimate object that has 
no feeling, soul, or even 
voice.    Rather, it is the 
inordinate love of money 
that creates challenges for 
us because it can get in the 
way and even block our 
relationship with Jesus.

One of my favorite 
short stories is Charles 
Dickens’  A Christmas 
Carol.    In the story we are 
introduced to Ebenezer 
Scrooge who is a hard 
driven miser who lives only 
for the opportunity to hoard 
ever more wealth.    His 
nephew Fred challenges 
him,    demanding to know 
what good all of his money 
is doing him. He never 
spends it on others, never 
helps those in need,    he 
won’t even spend money on 

his own needs, much less 
his personal pleasure.

    It takes the visit from the 
three ghosts of Christmas 

(past, present, and future) 
to catch Scrooge’s 
attention, and in many 
ways it is a conversion 

experience.    Scrooge 
amends his life - turns it 
around,  and shares what he 
has with others. Not only 

does he share his posses-
sions with others,  he begins 
sharing himself with them.

Many of Christ’s followers 
see as a tool that can be 
used to benefit the rest of 
humanity.    The pursuit 
of money is sheer vanity 
and egotism;  the pursuit 
of the goodness that our 
possessions can bring 
others fulfills the mes-
sage and teachings of 
Jesus.

It has long been 
a tradition in many 
American churches to 
begin their stewardship 
campaign in the autumn. 
Members are asked 
to look at their own 
financial situation,    the 
financial needs of their 
church, and do what 
they can to be support-
ive. Even if your church 
is not doing that pro-
gram right now,    now 
is the right time to care-
fully audit your relation-
ship to your possessions 
in light of your relation-
ship with Jesus.

G Corwin Stoppel
Episcopal Church of the 

Good Shepherd, Allegan.

Directory of Area Churches
Christ Community 
Church
3370 113th Ave., Allegan
www.alleganccc.org • 
(269) 673-2329
Pastor Wally Coots

The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day Saints
687 Linn Street, Allegan
Church: 673-9617

Church of God - Otsego
112 Kalamazoo St., Otsego
Pastor Stephen Burrow Sr.  
269-694-9481
www.otsegocog.com

Corner  Bible Church
4001 124th Allegan
673-5995
www.cornerbiblechurch.com

Dunningville Reformed 
Church
2559 M-40, Allegan
Church: 751-5894
 
East Martin Christian
Reformed Church
510-118th Ave., Martin
269-672-5746  
www.eastmartincrc.org 

Episcopal Church of 
the Good Shepherd
101 North Walnut St, Allegan
Office: 673-2254

Faith Baptist Church
2846 125th Ave., Allegan
John Looman, Pastor
673-5040       1-888-354-3272

Fennville 
Assembly of God
5897 124th Ave. 
Fennville, MI 49408
P.O. Box 571
269-561-2683 
mobile: 269-686-6831

Fennville United 
Methodist Church
5849 124th St., Fennville
269-561-5048
Worship 11:00 a.m.
Douglas Tipken, Pastor
www.fennvilleumc.org

First Presbyterian 
Church
200 Cutler Street, Allegan
Church: 673-4631
www.fpcallegan.org
Rev. Kathlyn Nealand

First Baptist Church
1290 32nd St., Allegan
Service at 10:00am
Pastors Nathan Smith & 
Brendon Bayley
www.fbcallegan.com

First Church of God
1313 Marshall Street, Allegan
673-4302   www.pathtohim.org
Pastor, Tim Secord

First Congregational 
Church
323 Cutler Street, Allegan
Church Office: 673-3139
Pastor Cory Klein 

First Presbyterian
Church of Plainwell
303 East Bridge St. 
Plainwell, MI 49080
Pastor Ruth Lowry  685-5990

Friendship Bible Church
104 Baker St., Hopkins, MI
Pastor Len Schildroth
Office 793-7929

Grace Temple
430 Robinson Avenue, Allegan
Rev. Harriette Portrum  
Church: 673-4927

Hope Lutheran Church
290 12th St., Plainwell
Pastor Kari Fast • 
(269) 685-1348

Hopkins Community 
Reformed Church
2142 128th Ave., Hopkins
(269) 793-7361
hopkinscommunitychurch.net

Hopkins United 
Methodist Church
322 N. Maple St., Hopkins
(269) 793-7323
Pastor Andrew Phillips

Horseshoe Community 
Bible Church
4950 104th Avenue, Grand Junction
269-521-4580 • 
Pastor Don Miller

Immanuel Lutheran 
Church
631 Grand Street, Allegan
Church: 673-3335
Pastor Dan Ward

Immanuel Reformed 
Church
500 E. Main St., Fennville
(616) 335-6230
Pastor Ralph Houston

InTents Life Ministry
245 Court St., Otsego, MI
Service: Sunday 10:00am
Leigh Larson - 269-290-4363
www.intentslifeministry.com

Johnson Temple
Church of God in Christ
3299 Academy Street, Allegan
Rev. Jeremiah Johnson Sr.
Phone: 673-8590—673-3007

Journey Family Church
313 Depot St., Gobles  
628-2288
Rev. Gary Napp

Kingdom Hall of 
Jehovah’s Witness
2199 Taft Road, Allegan
Phone: 673-6179

Living Waters 
Community Church
5458 M-89, Fennville 
Service: 10:30 Sundays  
Pastor Andrew Leach   
269-561-5277

M-40 North 
Church of God
1900 M-40, Allegan
Pastor Nathan Strom
Church: 673-4412

Martin Reformed 
Church
1073 W. Allegan St., Martin
Pastor: Mark Heijerman • 
672-5596

Martin United 
Methodist Church
969 E. Allegan St., Martin
Rev. Corey Simon   
269-672-7097
www.martinumc.org

Merson Church
3313 102nd Ave., Gobles, MI
Pastor Alan Carson 
Office: 673-5274
www.mersonchurch.org

Montage Ministries
“A Community in Worship”
Griswold Auditorium
Tuesdays 6:30-8:00pm

Monterey Center 
United Methodist Church
3022 130th Ave. 
Monterey Center, 49328
Craig VanBeek, Pastor 
793-7288

Mt. Calvary M.B. Church
5425 105th Ave.,  Pullman
Pastor Everett Belue  
269-382-3405

New Hope Baptist 
Church
2011 Lincoln Road (M-40 N)
Pastor Tadd Butler
673-1938 

Northbridge Church
8824 Douglas, Kalamazoo
269-385-4378 • 
www.northbridge.cc

Open Door Worship 
Center
2449 - 54th St., Fennville 
Pastor Dale Scholten
(269) 561-5711

Passion Hill Church
206 Russell St., Allegan
Pastors Daniel & April Holly
269-512-2763

Peace Lutheran Church 
805 S. Wilmott St., Otsego
www.peaceotsego.com   
694-6104

Pearl United Methodist 
Church
1689 56th St., Fennville
269-561-5048 Worship 9:30 am
Douglas Tipken, Pastor
www.fennvilleumc.org

Plainwell First Baptist 
Church
404 W. Bridge St., Plainwell
(269) 685-8888
Pastor George Osborn

Plainwell First United 
Methodist Church
200 Park St. Plainwell
269-685-5113 
www.fumcplainwell.com

Rectify Church
247 N. Main St., Allegan
616-218-1556
Pastor Sarah Lindstrom

Refreshing 
Springs Ministries
201 Briggs St., Allegan
616-510-7416
Pastor Adrian Hall

Restoration Christian 
Community
The MAC • 728 River St. 
269-567-8330
Pastor Austin Kreutz

River of Life Church
605 W. Allegan, Otsego
269-672-9904  
www.alleganchurch.com

Riverside Chapel
4242 Blue Star Hwy., Holland
 269-561-2686
Pastor Rick Jones

Seventh Day Adventist 
Church
229 Cutler Street, Allegan
Alex Rybachek, Pastor  
Church: 673-3284

Shelbyville United 
Methodist Church
938 124th Ave., Shelbyville
672-7097 - Church office
Rev. Corey Simon

Allegan Assembly of God
424 DeLano St, Allegan
Rev. Paul Hays   
Church: 673-6577

Allegan Bible Church
412 S. Sherman, Allegan
Pastor Jon Gruss  
Church: 673-6831

Allegan Christian Center
700 Ely St., Allegan
Paul Knuckles, Pastor
Church: 673-2921

Allegan County Jail
Chaplain Sarah Farkas
Phone: 673-0350

Allegan United Methodist 
Church
Corner Walnut & Trowbridge 
streets, Allegan
Pastor Bob Lynch
Church: 673-4236; 

At the Master’s Feet
814 21st St., Otsego
269-694-6897
Paster Ray Brown

Blessed Sacrament 
Church
110 N. Cedar Street, Allegan
Fr. Simon Manjooran
Church: 673-4455

Bravo Community Church
5587 113th Ave., Fennville
Pastor Mark Douglas
616-886-1214

Burnips United Methodist
4241 30th, Burnips
Craig VanBeek, Pastor
616-896-8410

Chicora Country Chapel
4399 108th Ave., Allegan
Pastor Herb Curry   
Phone: 521-7657

South Monterey United 
Methodist Church
Rev. Joel Fitzgerald
Church: 793-7323

St. Francis of 
Assisi Episcopal Church
11850 9 Mile Rd.
Shelbyville, MI 49344
269-664-4345
Service: Sundays 9:30 am

St. John’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church
1764  34th St., Allegan
Pastor Ronald Kruse   673-2079
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m.

St. Margaret’s Catholic 
Church
766 S. Farmer St., Otsego
269-694-6311

St. Stephen’s           
Episcopal Church
309 Union Street, 
Plainwell, MI 49080

The Bridge
269-509-6458
247 W. Main St, Allegan 
Sundays 10:30am
www.thebridgeinallegan.com

The Path of Allegan
Griswold Auditorium
401 Hubbard St., Allegan
(269) 650-3933  Todd Viening
Sunday Worship 10am
www.thepathofallegan.org

Trowbridge 
Community Church
355 26th Street, Otsego
Pastor Mykel Hall, Pastor
Church: 673-5502

The River Flows with 
Hope and Healing
1652 M-40 North, Allegan
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.

Watson Bible Church
1626 116th St., Otsego
Pastor Tim Farley   672-2166

http://www.alleganccc.org
http://www.otsegocog.com
http://www.cornerbiblechurch.com
http://www.eastmartincrc.org
http://www.fennvilleumc.org
http://www.fpcallegan.org
http://www.fbcallegan.com
http://www.pathtohim.org
http://www.intentslifeministry.com
http://www.martinumc.org
http://www.mersonchurch.org
http://www.northbridge.cc
http://www.peaceotsego.com
http://www.fennvilleumc.org
http://www.fumcplainwell.com
http://www.alleganchurch.com
http://www.thebridgeinallegan.com
http://www.thepathofallegan.org


September 3, 2020 n 9The Allegan County News & The Union Enterprise

Saugatuck 
boys’ cross 
country 
claims win

Sports

By Jason Wesseldyk
Sports Editor

WYOMING—The con-
ditions were hot and humid 
when the members of the 
Saugatuck boys’ cross coun-
try team toed the line to run 
against Calvin Christian at 
Gezon Park on Wednesday, 
Aug. 29.

That didn’t seem to bother 
the Indians all that much.

A trio of Saugatuck run-
ners finished in less than 17 
minutes to lead their team to 
the 25-30 victory in its first 
competition of the season.

The Saugatuck girls fell to 
Calvin Christian by a score 
of 19-42.

Max Sharnas and Nik Pet-
tinga led the charge for Sau-
gatuck, posting respective 
times of 16:13 and 16:17. 
That was good enough for 
Sharnas to take the run-
ner-up spot and for Pettinga 
to take third behind Calvin 
Christian’s Luke Witvliet, 
who posted a time of 15:59.

And while pleased with the 
performances he received 
from Sharnas and Pettinga, 
it was the showing of Adam 
Martinson that really stood 
out for Saugatuck coach 
Rick Bauer.

Turning in a personal-best 
effort, Martinson broke 17 
minutes for the first time 
with a 16:49 that put him in 
fourth place.

“I was really happy for 
Adam,” Bauer said. “He 
has been working really 
hard at this for the past two 
years.  He did an exception-
al job of training during the 
pandemic and over the sum-
mer. I knew he was ready to 
make a breakthrough and 
that’s exactly what he did.”

Martinson went out hard 
to start the race, staying with 
right with Sharnas and Pet-
tinga for the first mile as the 
trio clocked in at 4:53.

And while Martinson 
wasn’t quite able to main-
tain that pace, he still had 
the fastest time of his high 
school career by 16 seconds, 
bettering the 17:05 he ran at 
the Portage Invitational on 
Oct. 5 of last year.

And, if Bauer is correct, 
the best is yet to come for 
Martinson.

“I think this is just the start 
for him,” Bauer said. 

Sharnas thought his time 
could have been even bet-
ter had it not been for an 
unexpected obstacle on the 
course.

“Max felt jumping over 
a log on the course cost 
him some time, but he has 
learned from that,” Bauer 
said. “Hopefully something 
like that doesn’t happen 
again, but if it does he will 
react differently.”

Pettinga, meanwhile, was 
racing for the first time since 
a long layoff.

“This was Nik’s first race 
since the cross country state 
finals last year,” Bauer said. 
“I felt he did extremely well 
given his lack of racing over 
the last nine months.”

Tristan Ashley was the 
fourth runner for Saugatuck, 
placing sixth with a time of 
17:17

“I thought Tristan also had 
a solid race,” Bauer said. 
“He was close to his (per-
sonal record) and we expect 
that he will be under 17 be-
fore too long.”

Luke Gorgas rounded 
out the scoring runners for 
Saugatuck, placing 10th at 
19:02. 

On the girls’ side, fresh-
man Maya Veldt turned in a 
time of 21:09 to lead the way 
for Saugatuck with a third-
place finish.

Other scoring runners for 
Saugatuck were Jillian John-
son (sixth at 21:50), Han-
nah Smit (11th at 22:49), 
Becky Pond (12th at 23:01) 
and Sydney Stickel (14th at 
23:33).

By Jason Wesseldyk
Sports Editor

HOLLAND—The Otsego boys’ 
tennis team faced some tough 
competition at the Holland Chris-
tian Invitational on Saturday, Aug. 
29, including the state-ranked 
host Maroons.

The Bulldogs’ No. 1 doubles 
team of Luc McPherson and Ca-
leb Korringa proved to be up to 
the challenge.

After taking the first set against 
the Holland Christian duo of Noah 
Bosgraaf and Trenton DeMeester 
6-1, the Otsego tandem survived 
for the 7-6 (3) in the second set to 
claim the match.

McPherson and Korringa had a 
much easier time against Grand 
Haven’s Alex Waite and Ben De-
Gram, winning 6-1, 6-3 to finish 
2-0 in the tournament and secure 
the flight championship.

Otsego coach A.J. Swoboda was 
understandably impressed with 
the performance of his top dou-
bles team.

“The play of Luc and Caleb 
was the highlight of the day for 
us,” Swoboda said. “They played 
really well beating both Holland 
Christian and Grand Haven and 
getting first place in the tourna-
ment in their flight. Both are qual-
ity wins over good programs.”

Swoboda is confident that 

McPherson and Korringa will 
have plenty of other solid perfor-
mances as the season progresses. 

“I can’t wait to see what they do 
throughout the rest of the season,” 
Swoboda said.

The wins by McPherson and 
Korringa accounted for two of the 
three points scored by the Bull-
dogs, who finished third in the 
tourney. Holland Christian won 
with 14 points, while Grand Ha-
ven took the runner-up slot with 
seven points.

Otsego’s No. 2 doubles team 
of Derek Rapa and Hudson De-
Smit provided the other point for 
the Bulldogs, as the duo defeated 
Grand Haven’s Johan Sispera and 

Will Johnson 6-1, 6-4.
In their match with Holland 

Christian, Rapa and DeSmit 
fell 6-3, 6-1 to Isaac Snyder and 
Gavin VandenTop.

Other results for Otsego were:
Singles: No. 1 Mac Kruizenga 

lost to Holland Christian’s Jaden 
Bender 6-0, 6-0 and lost to Grand 
Haven’s Isaac Postema 6-1, 6-0; 
No. 2 Daelan Burd lost to Holland 
Christian’s Austin Becksvoort 
6-0, 6-1 and lost to Grand Haven’s 
Tyler DeGram 6-1, 6-1; No. 3 JJ 
Kruizenga lost to Holland Chris-
tian’s Tucker Heneghan 6-0, 6-0 
and lost to Grand Haven’s Grant 
Taylor 6-0, 6-1; No. 4 Jack Chap-
man lost to Holland Christian’s 

Jackson Engbers 6-0, 6-1 and lost 
to Grand Haven’s Brayden Row-
ley 6-0, 6-0.

Doubles: No. 3 Aiden Hopkins 
and Dylan Chandler lost to Hol-
land Christian’s James Strabbing 
and Leif Bauman 6-0, 6-0 and lost 
to Grand Haven’s Frank Roberts 
and Robert Greene 6-2, 6-1; No. 
4 Gabe Second and Kyle Gaines 
lost to Holland Christian’s Mitch-
ell Boerman and Simon Lange-
jans 6-3, 6-2 and lost to Grand 
Haven’s Zack Lans and Payden 
Pittman 6-3, 6-4.

No. 1 doubles McPherson, Korringa shine for Otsego boys’ tennis

By Jason Wesseldyk
Sports Editor

H A M I LTO N — W h e n 
boys’ tennis enters regional 
competition in early Octo-
ber, Allegan and Hamilton 
are among the teams that 
will compete in the Divi-
sion 3 regional hosted by 
Holland.

Those two teams got a 
sneak peak at each oth-
er with a non-conference 
match in Hamilton on 
Thursday, Aug. 27. 

And thanks to some solid 

play from its upper flights 
in both singles and doubles, 
Allegan came away with 
the 5-3 victory.

The win brought Alle-
gan’s record to 2-0-1.

“We were glad to get a 
win over a team that will be 
in our regionals,” Allegan 
co-coach Seth Arthur said. 
“I think this was the first 
match this season that we 
played with a little pressure, 
which is good.”

Allegan got its singles 
wins at No. 1 as Tyler Al-
drich defeated Wil Good-

paster (6-2, 6-1) and No. 2 
as Eli Festerling upended 
Collin VanderHulst (6-2, 
6-3).

In doubles, the Tigers 
won the first three flights: 
No. 1 Korbin Sisson and 
Jack Nahikian beat Mason 
Blauwkamp and Brandt 
Goodpaster 7-6 (10), 6-1; 
No. 2 Chase Williams and 
Vance Muenzer beat Justin 
Essink and Jackson Miller 
6-3, 6-4; and No. 3 Conrad 
Eichbauer and Drew Ellis 
beat Marinus Reister and 
Trent Lampen 6-2, 6-3.

“We performed well in 
our top positions, although 
we started shaky,” Arthur 
said. “Our upperclassman 
in our top positions stepped 
up and got important wins.”

Hamilton’s flight wins 
came from Colin Costello at 
No. 3 singles (6-2, 6-1 over 
Cole Muenzer), Kyle Theo-
dore at No. 4 singles (7-5, 
6-0 over Jurien Carter) and 
Gavin Lezman and Jason 
Tanis at No. 4 doubles (6-3, 
3-6, 6-3 over Jackson Mor-
rie and Mason Stahl).

“I think some of our 
younger players still are 
getting accustomed to our 

expectations on the court,” 
Arthur said. “We need to 
do a better  job at being 
competitors. So, we’ll keep 
working on that. 

“I’m still not satisfied 
with the effort and intensity 
at times. But overall, it was 
a good team win.” 

Allegan shuts out 
Vicksburg

Five days after its win 
over Hamilton, Allegan 
hosted Vicksburg for the 
opening match of Wolver-
ine Conference play.

It turned out to be more of 
a mismatch, however, as the 
Tigers swept every flight 
for the 8-0 victory.

Aldrich was the lone Al-
legan player to not lose a 
game, winning 6-0, 6-0 at 
No. 1 singles. Carter at No. 
4 singles and the team of 
Vance Muenzer and Wil-
liams at No. 2 doubles won 
6-1, 6-0.

Other wins for the Tigers 
were:

Singles: No. 2 Festerling 
won 6-2, 6-1 and No. 3 
Cole Muenzer won 7-5, 6-2.

Doubles: No.1 Nahikian 
and Sisson won 6-1, 6-1; 
No. 3 Eichbauer and Ellis 
won 6-4, 6-3; and No. 4 
Morrie and Stahl won 6-2, 
6-0.Korbin Sisson and partner Jack Nahikian beat Hamilton at 

No. 1 doubles. (Photo by Jason Wesseldyk)

Hamilton’s Colin Costello picked up a win over Allegan at 
No. 3 singles. (Photo by Jason Wesseldyk)

Allegan posts victory over county rival Hamilton

Boys’ Cross Country Preview:
By Jason Wesseldyk
Sports Editor

ALLEGAN
Entering the season with five 

straight Wolverine Conference 
championship, Otsego appears to be 
the team to beat in the league again 
this season.

If there is a team that has a chance 
to hang with the Bulldogs, it just 
might be Allegan.

The Tigers return three runners 
who finished in the top 10 at the 
Wolverine Conference Champion-
ship last season as part of a group of 
18 runners.

That bodes well for Allegan coach 
Paula Chalupa.

“I’m very excited to have such a 
strong returning team this year,” Ch-
alupa said. “It’s a good group.”

The senior duo of Connor Harlan 
and Blane Johnson have led Allegan 
the past couple of years, with Har-
lan finishing third at the league meet 
(16:26) and Johnson placing sixth 
(16:34). Classmate Mason Kleeves 
joined them in the top 10 at 10th 
with a time of 17:12.

“Connor and Blane have been a 
great one-two punch for us,” Chalu-
pa said. “I’m excited for their senior 
year. They are feeling the excite-
ment of their last year and heading 
into their college years.”

Not surprisingly, Harlan and John-
son are co-captains this season.

“They have been putting in the 
miles and are well prepared,” Cha-
lupa said. “They have been leaders 
on the team for years. 

“Blane is more of a take-charge 
leader and very supportive of the 
younger class man, while Connor 
is more of a quiet leader and leads 
through example.”

In addition to Harlan, Johnson and 
Kleeves, the returning letter winners 
are juniors Spencer Koch, Logan 
Vernia and Joe Allegan along with 
sophomore Culver Neldon.

Also returning are seniors Seth 
Badillo and Ben Burgoyne as well 
as sophomores Mason Duff, Aidyn 
Underwood and Sawyer Childs.

Senior Lucas Reitman and sopho-
more Tristan Barnett join a quartet 
of freshmen—Brodie Morton, Nich-
olas Cabrera, Campbell Brooks and 
Brycen Heckman—as newcomers.

FENNVILLE
The last several years, one of the 

biggest challenges for Fennville 
coach Alex Best has been finding 
enough athletes for his team.

This year, he has done just that.
“We have a full varsity team here 

at Fennville for the first time in 
many years,” Best said. “It’s a great 
group of kids who are eager to run at 
the varsity level.”

A pair of returning letter winners 
lead the charge for the Blackhawks. 
JJ VanderKuyl is back for his junior 
season, while Nathan Griffin returns 
for his sophomore campaign.

Among the freshmen who hope to 
make their mark this season is Ma-
son Gardea.

It’s a team of which Best likes the 
looks.

“I think one of our main strengths 
this year will be our balance,” he 

said. “We have equal amounts of ex-
perienced upperclassmen as we do 
freshmen.”

And if the younger runners are 
able to make steady progress and the 
team is able to stay healthy through-
out the season, then Fennville could 
enjoy a successful campaign.

“I think we will surprise some 
people in the SAC,” Best said. “We 
haven’t been competitive in many 
years and we will certainly compete 
this year.

“We’re looking forward to an ex-
citing season, that’s for sure. It’s a 
great place to be.”

HAMILTON
When asked what he viewed as 

the strength of his team this season, 
Hamilton coach Travis Pertner was 
ready with an answer.

“We are young,” he said. “We 
have all freshman and sophomores.”

He was then asked what he viewed 
as an area of concern heading into 
the season.

“We are young,” he said. “We 
have all freshman and sophomores.”

In other words, Pertner is excited 
about the potential of his youthful 
team, while also recognizing the fact 
that having such a young squad will 
come with a unique set of challenges 
and that he must remain patient.

The sophomore duo of Nate 
Freyhof and Max VanHuis are the 
two returning letter winners for the 
Hawkeyes who will be asked to take 
on leadership roles.

Last season, Freyhof ran a personal 
best of 17:33 at the Otsego Bulldog 
Invitational to place 48th. The next 
week, he ran a 17:49 at the Allegan 
Invitational to place runner-up.

VanHuis was one spot behind 
Freyhof at the Allegan Invite, as he 
turned in a personal best of 17:57.

Newcomers include sophomore 
Josiah Banks along with freshmen 
Evan Kraker, Josh Langeland and 
Liam Pothoff.

“We are looking to build a stron-
ger program with more state meet 
qualifiers this year and next,” said 
Pertner, who is entering his eighth 
season as coach. “There is a lot of 
young talent in our program, which 
will help us meet that expectation.”

After finishing fifth in the OK 
Blue last season with a record of 
2-4, the Hawkeyes are making the 
move to the new OK Blue Confer-
ence following league realignment. 
It’s a league that will present plenty 
of challenges.

“The newly formed OK Blue will 
be a solid cross-country league,” 
Pertner said. “Allendale, Holland 
Christian and Spring Lake will be 
competitive.”

HOPKINS
Throughout his high school career, 

Todd Henley was one of the top run-
ners for Hopkins.

In addition to finishing in the top 
10 at the OK Silver Conference 
Championship all four years of his 
high school career—including a 
sixth-place showing of 17:16 last 
season—Henley qualified for the 
state finals the past three years.

But with Henley now graduated 
and off to continue his running ca-

reer at Northwood University, the 
Vikings are in need of someone else 
to step up and lead the charge.

That person very well could be ju-
nior Adam Ball.

As a sophomore last year, Ball 
earned All-Conference honors by 
placing 18th at the league meet and 
posted a personal-best time at the re-
gional meet at Portage Central.

Fellow junior Zach Wisser was 
also among the scoring runners for 
the Vikings at the conference cham-
pionship meet, as was sophomore 
Dean Heiden.

That trio comprises the group of 
returning letter winners who are on 
the roster for coach Brooke Brenner.

“Although we have a young team, 
I think we will have a couple of 
All-Conference athletes this year,” 
Brenner said.

Newcomers include the junior 
tandem of Trevor Shealy and Caleb 
Beilby

When it comes to the OK Silver, 
Brenner knows that realignment that 
goes into effect this year only made 
the league that much more compet-
itive.

“Our league will be tough this year 
adding on Sparta and Comstock Park 
in addition to both Calvin Christian 
and Belding being strong,” she said.

MARTIN
Two spots.
That’s all that separated Carsen 

Young from earning All-State hon-
ors as a junior last season.

As it was, Young settled for a 
32nd-place showing at the Division 
4 state final at Michigan Interna-
tional Speedway, posting a time of 
17:26.

It was the third straight year 
Young, who set a personal-best time 
of 17:14 at the regional meet in Al-
lendale last season, had qualified for 
the finals.

“Carsen ran great at the finals last 
year,” Martin coach John Visser 
said. “He’s had a great career for 

us.”
And that career isn’t over yet, as 

Young enters this season with a goal 
of making it a perfect four-for-four 
when it comes to running at the fi-
nals.

“Carsen is looking to be a four-
year state qualifier, which would be 
quite an accomplishment,” Visser 
said.

With Young leading the way, Mar-
tin placed fifth at the Southwestern 
Athletic Conference Championship 
meet. Young placed fifth with a 
17:29.

The Clippers hope for even better 
this season.

“We’re looking toward improving 
our final placement in the league 
from last year,” Visser said. Visser 
knows, though, that the league com-
petition will be stiff as usual.

“Our league will look different 
that our conference meets will be 
quads,” Visser said. “Saugatuck will 
again be the team to beat.”

In addition to Young, fellow se-
niors Kyle Pallett and Travis Mars-
man return for the Clippers. Junior 
Eli Dykstra is also back, as is sopho-
more Jason Blackburn.

Freshman Malakai Vanvolkinburg 
is the team’s newcomer.

OTSEGO
Otsego has had some memorable 

seasons in the past.
None, though, were any more 

memorable than the 2019 campaign.
Not only did the Bulldogs go un-

beaten in the Wolverine Confer-
ence to claim their fifth title in a 
row—and the eighth championship 
in coach Steve Long’s 20-year ten-
ure—but they also won a regional 
title and finished runner-up in the 
Division 2 state finals to match the 
best finish ever in the finals.

Memorable, indeed.
And what do Long and his runners 

plan for an encore this season? More 
of the same, of course.

Allegan’s Connor Harlan (right) and Saugatuck’s Nik Pettinga are among the 
top returning runners in the county. (File photo)

n see Boys’ cross country, Page A10
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“Our goals stay the same 

every year,” Long said. 
“We’ll focus on working 
hard and pursuing indi-
vidual excellence. We’re 
looking to win another 
conference title, another 
regional title and put our-
selves in the conversation 
to be a podium team at the 
state finals.”

A group of 17 returning 
letter winners—including 
six runners who competed 
at the state finals last sea-
son—should help that 
cause.

Senior Colin Mulder 
spearheads that returning 
group after posting a ninth-
place showing with a time 
of 16:06 at the finals to se-
cure All-State honors. Ju-
nior Mason Kolhoff nearly 
joined Mulder as an All-
State runner, missing by 
one spot as he finished 31st 
with a time of 16:32.

Junior Logan Kolhoff 
(76th at 17:07) and senior 
Andnet Deboer (129th at 
17:31) were also scoring 
runners at the state finals, 
while sophomore Colin 
Wesseldyk (17:56) and 
senior Andrew Kubiak 
(18:12) also ran at the fi-
nals.

Senior Isaiah Wilkins 
traveled with the team to 
the finals as an alternate.

Other returning letter 
winners include seniors 
Alex Peterson and An-
drew Bickel; juniors Chase 
Brown, Zach Byron, Nick 
Cockerel and Donovan 
Goodwin; and sophomores 
Trevor Johnson, Luke Al-
drich, Pierce Bentley and 
Ethan Raseman.

Freshman Matthew Sch-
reiner is the team’s lone 
newcomer.

“Our area of strength is 
that we have a group of 
guys that are committed to 
working hard and pursuing 
individual and team suc-
cess,” Long said.

And while he fully be-
lieves his team has what it 
takes to extend its streak 
of consecutive Wolverine 
Conference champion-
ships, Long also knows 
better than to take anything 
for granted … especially in 
a season that is so strange 
due to COVID-19.

“There are just so many 
unknowns this year, but 
I think we’ll be in the top 
two teams looking to win 
another conference cham-
pionship,” he said.

PLAINWELL
As a sophomore last year, 

Eli Veen had a breakout 
season as a member of the 
Plainwell boys’ cross coun-
try team.

After securing a top-10 
finish in the Wolverine 
Conference Championship 
meet with his eighth-place 
showing of 16:54, Veen 
ran a personal-best time of 
16:32 at the Division 2 re-
gional meet at Portage Cen-
tral to finish fifth and earn 
his first berth in the state 
finals.

At the finals, he broke 17 
minutes again with a time 
of 16:53, good for a 49th-
place finish.

Plainwell coach Scott 
Evans expects even bigger 
things from Veen this sea-
son.

“Eli did a great job quali-
fying for the state finals last 
year,” Evans said. “This 
year, I look for him to fin-
ish  in the top 30 and be-
come an All-Stater.”

Veen is one of six return-
ing runners for the Trojans. 
The others include the se-
nior trio of Ethan Johnson, 
Alex Blanton and Chris 
Sellers along with junior 
Dillon Vlietstra and sopho-
more Thai Nguyen.

Newcomers include 
Veen’s younger brother 
Isaac as well as Abraham 
Longcore. Isaac Veen and 
Longcore are both fresh-
men.

It’s a group for which 
Evans has high hopes.

“The team is looking 
strong for the upcom-
ing  season,” he said. “We 
graduated some of our top 
seven last year, but the un-
derclassmen are already 
stepping up and taking their 
places.”

When it comes to the 
Wolverine Conference, 
Evans hopes his team can 
feed off some of the mo-
mentum it had at the end of 
last season.

“Last season the boys 
came on strong at the end 
of the season and finished 
in the top half of the con-
ference,” Evans said. “This 
year, I think we will be in 
the top five of the confer-
ence again.

“I see Otsego leading the 
conference again this sea-
son, but I also see Allegan 
making a push towards the 
front as well. I would also 
watch out for Vicksburg as 
the season moves forward.”

A collective strong work 
ethic among the team mem-
bers is one of the reasons 
Evans is optimistic about 
his team’s prospects this 
season.

“I have a team that has 
had a great summer and 
they are working hard,” he 
said. “Most of the runners 
are ahead of where we were 
last season at this point of 
the fall. 

“One of things we need to 
improve on is just pushing 
ourselves a little harder in 
practice, but I already see 
this happening.”

SAUGATUCK
When asked about the 

strength of his team this 
season, it didn’t take long 
for Saugatuck coach Rick 
Bauer to come up with an 
answer.

“We are extremely strong 
up front,” Bauer said.

Yes, the Indians are.
Senior Nik Pettinga en-

ters his senior season as a 
three-time All-Stater, while 
junior Max Sharnas enters 
his junior year as a two-
time All-Stater. Last sea-
son, Sharnas finished 27th 
at the Division 3 state finals 
with a time of 16:46, while 
Pettinga was 29th with a 
time of 16:47.

Bauer knows those two 
are capable of even more 
this season.

“With Nik and Max, 
we have the best one-two 
punch in our division,” he 
said. “Both of these guys 
are contenders for individ-
ual state championship.”

Not that Pettinga and 
Sharnas are the only weap-
ons the Indians have on the 
roster.

Juniors Adam Martinson 
and Tristan Ashley also 
return after showing con-
tinued improvement the 
past two years, while Luke 
Gorgas is back for his soph-
omore season.

Bauer believes all three of 
those guys have All-State 
potential.

“Adam and Tristan are 
guys that could be top 10 
(at the state finals),” Bauer 
said. “Luke is ready to 
make the jump to top 30.”

That quintet comprised 
the top five runners from a 
Saugatuck team that won its 
eighth straight Southwest-
ern Athletic Conference 
championships in addition 
to claiming regional and 
Allegan County titles.

“If we can stay healthy, 
we should win our ninth 
straight SAC title,” Bauer 
said.

The Indians are also hop-
ing to have a better showing 
at state finals than the 10th-
place finish they had last 
season.

“We had a disappointing 
state finals performance 
last year and placed 10th,” 
Bauer said. “We have used 
our disappointment with 
last year’s finals as motiva-
tion for this season.

“This is a strange year 
(with COVID-19) and from 
day to day I sway in my ex-
pectations of the season.  If 

things go well and we have 
a full season and a tourna-
ment, I believe we will not 
only contend for a confer-
ence title, but also regional 
and state championships.”

Newcomers who hope 
to help push that top five 
include freshman Ethan 
Smith and junior Benny 
Diaz.

“Benny isn’t exactly new 
to the team, as he ran his 
freshmen year and was a 
member of the 2018 state 
championship as a dual 
sport athlete (with foot-
ball),” Bauer said. “Last 
season he committed full 
time to football as that is 
his real passion.  With the 
football season being post-
poned, Benny decided to 
give cross country a go 
again.”  

WAYLAND
Wayland coach Ray 

Antel knows his team’s 
home course is one of the 
more challenging ones in 
the area.

“Our course is very hilly 
and normally runs 45 to 90 
seconds slower than most 
other courses,” he said.

That discrepancy was 
even more pronounced 
when Wayland hosted Hop-
kins and Kelloggsville for 
a season-opening meet on 
Monday, Aug. 24, as tem-
peratures were in the low 
90s.

“With the heat, the times 
were more like two to three 
minutes slower than most 
courses,” Antel said.

The fact that the season 
started on a bit of an un-
usual note seems only fit-
ting, given everything that 

is going on with COVID-
19.

“Of course, with every-
thing going on surrounding 
COVID, this season will 
look quite old school com-
pared to a normal season,” 
Antel said. “Most invites 
have cancelled and we are 
filling them in with dual 
and tri meets So, there will 
be smaller numbers with 
perhaps some spectators.  

“There will be no fancy 
timing devices.  No imme-
diate results. It’s just going 
to be a let-‘em-run mental-
ity.”

Antel feels fortunate to 
have a good coaching staff 
around him to help navigate 
such a unique season.

Tracie Makowski and 
Jennifer Antel will share 
duties as assistant varsity 
coaches and middle school 
coaches, with Bill Byers 
serving as the assistant mid-
dle school coach.

“I look forward to work-
ing with our new and very 
knowledgeable  coaches, 
while we entice kids to train 
smarter and work harder 
to reach their potential all 
while making it fun,” Antel 
said.

The team includes James 
Brand, Casey Jansen, Jared 
Jandernoa, Devin Weaver, 
Travis Koon, Andrew 
Tyner, Peyton Williamson, 
Michael Duggins, Henry 
Oudbier, Tristan Baisch, 
Cainon Fenn, Jordan 
Weers, Isaac Dyer, James 
Butler and Carter VanWyk.

“This is a larger group of 
young men than in the past 
few years and we’ve got 
some talent and hard work-
ers,” Antel said.

Allegan’s Blane Johnson (left) and Otsego’s Mason Kolhoff were both All-Conference per-
formers last season. (File photo)

Martin senior Carsen Young is hoping to qualify for the state 
finals for the fourth time. (File photo)
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CLASSIFIEDS

Wood Furnace

Free House

Help Wanted

Help WantedHelp Wanted

WOOD HEAT. Easy to 
operate and maintain Central 
Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR 
WOOD FURNACE. Call D2 
Outdoor Wood Boilers. 616-
877-4081.

302 S. State Street, 
Gobles

(269) 628-9099

Cornerstone Adult Foster Care Is

NOW HIRING
Call Alyssa to set up an interview 269-355-0078 or 

email humanresources@cornerstoneafc.com

The following County Treasurers will be offering tax-reverted real estate 
at public Auction on September 17th, 2020: Allegan & Ottawa.

Due to restrictions surrounding COVID-19, the auction will be held 
ONLINE ONLY at www.tax-sale.info from 10:00am to 7:00pm EST. Bids 
can be placed up to 30 days in advance and assistance is available for 

those without computer or Internet access.

For more information and a list of the properties being sold, visit:      
www.tax-sale.info or call 1-800-259-7470. Sale listings may also be 

available at your local County Treasurer’s Office.

Public Land Auction

Riding Mowers, Push 
Mowers, Snowblowers  

All Excellent Condition 

Call 269-401-0127 or 
269-561-5034   

FREE 2-Story Farm House.  
Must be moved to a dif-
ferent location.4087-112th 
Avenue, Allegan.  269-673-
4482.  Ask for Bob

Trees llc is hiring $19.23 a 
hour cdl drivers with experi-
ence recent in  line clearance 
trimming foreman n grounds-
man with drivers license start 
out 16 dollars a hour.

SMALL ENGINE MECHAN-
IC WANTED!  Mechanical 
knowledge of generator en-
gines and electrical compo-
nents a plus.  Apply in person 
at Mr. Electric, 1279 Lincoln 
Rd, Allegan, MI 49010.  Of-
fice hours are Monday 
through Friday from 8 am 
until 3 pm.  Must be able 
to pass background check, 
drug test and have a valid 
Michigan driver’s license.

The Union Enterprise/Allegan County News
 seeks go-getter to sell advertising to 

businesses in Plainwell and Otsego. Must be 
outgoing and able to utilize person-to-person, 
phone and email to contact business owners. 
3 days a week. Salary plus commission. Must 

have reliable transportation. 
Email wilcoxmike2@gmail.com.

HELP WANTED

The City of the Village of Douglas is seeking a per-
manent full-time Clerk Level 1 / Office Assistant. Salary 
range $17.00 per hr. with competitive benefits. An indi-
vidual in this position will work under the general direc-
tion and supervision of the City Clerk and will perform 
moderate level secretarial and receptionist functions in 
support of the daily activities of the City Clerk. Appli-
cants must have an Associate degree or higher, three to 
five years of administrative experience, ability to work 
independently, proficient in Microsoft Office Suite 365, 
excellent verbal, written, and listening communication 
skills. 

Applications accepted until position has been filled. 
Send or email application and resume to: 

Douglas City Clerk 86 W. Center St. PO Box 757 
Douglas, MI 49406 clerk@ci.douglas.mi.us 

 The City of Douglas is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Clerk Level 1 / Office Assistant
City of Douglas Department of Public Works

SCHOOL BUS DRIVER & ATTENDANT 
Allegan Area Educational Service Agency (AAESA) has perma-
nent positions available for Bus Drivers & Attendants, in local 
school district locations throughout Allegan County. Work for a 
great organization! Positions offer great pay and benefits; 
health insurance, on-job incentives, personal - sick leave, 
holidays & State of Michigan pension options. Retired ed-
ucational school bus employees act quickly, you can now 
earn income in a job you enjoy, while not impacting your cur-
rent pension.

Regular Bus Driver roles in Wayland, Otsego, Plainwell, Allegan 
& Fennville Districts; average 5-6 hours daily, earning $16.16-
$17.98 hourly. Candidates must possess valid Michigan driver’s 
license and have completed the necessary bus driver’s cours-
es to secure CDL with “S” and “P” endorsement. Must meet the 
Michigan School Bus Driver Certification and Physical Examina-
tion requirements. Be able to pass drug and alcohol screenings. 

Previous bus driving experience preferred, but training opportu-
nities will be considered. Candidate must successfully complete 
internal Bus Driver Training Program including; classroom and be-
hind the wheel instruction as well as written and driving skills tests. 

Regular Bus Attendant positions also available in Wayland, Fenn-
ville, Otsego, Plainwell, & Allegan; wage $12.78-$13.99. 

Routine daily work not what you are looking for? Substitute bus 
driver & attendant positions are also available. Select positions 
can select working exclusively AM or PM schedules and/or the 
traditional split school day schedule options. 

If interested, please complete an online application:                             
www.alleganaesa.org. For more information or to answer any 
questions contact Dale Witczak at dale.witczak@alleganaesa.org 
or call 269-512-7700.  EOE

DIRECTV - Switch and Save! $49.99/
month. Select All-Included Package. 
155 Channels. 1000s of Shows/Movies 
On Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR Up-
grade. Premium movie channels, FREE 
for 3 mos! Call 1-844-975-3287
DISH Network. $59.99 for 190 Chan-
nels! Blazing Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 

THIS CLASSIFIED SPOT FOR SALE! 
ADVERTISE your product or recruit an 
applicant in more than 100 Michigan 
newspapers at one time! Only $299/
week. Call this newspaper or 800-227-
7636 www.cnaads.com 

MICHIGAN AD 
NETWORK 

SOLUTIONS 
CLASSIFIEDS

TV

(where available.) Switch & Get a FREE 
$100 Visa Gift Card. FREE Voice Re-
mote. FREE HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-833-550-
1015

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare 
Cancellation Experts. Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees cancelled in 
2019. Get free informational package 
and learn how to get rid of your time-
share! Free consultations. Over 450 
positive reviews. Call 866-353-4896
FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cyl-
inders and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 
R114. Convenient. Certified Profession-
als. Call 312-586-1265 or visitRefriger-
antFinders.com

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low 
As $14.95/month (for the first 3 months.) 
Reliable High Speed Fiber Optic Tech-
nology. Stream Videos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 1-855-897-2418

Miscellaneous

Internet

facebook.com/
allegancountynews

Notice of Foreclosure by Advertisement
Notice is given under section 3212 of the 

revised judicature act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, 
MCL 600.3212, that the following mortgage 
will be foreclosed by a sale of the mortgaged 
premises, or some part of them, at a public 
auction sale to the highest bidder for cash or 
cashier’s check at the place of holding the cir-
cuit court in Allegan County, starting promptly 
at 9:00 AM, on September 17, 2020. The 
amount due on the mortgage may be great-
er on the day of sale. Placing the highest bid 
at the sale does not automatically entitle the 
purchaser to free and clear ownership of the 
property. A potential purchaser is encouraged 
to contact the county register of deeds office or 
a title insurance company, either of which may 
charge a fee for this information:

Name(s) of the mortgagor(s): Hurl Dyer, an 
unmarried man

Original Mortgagee: Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, as 
nominee for lender and lender’s successors 
and/or assigns

Foreclosing Assignee (if any): Finance of 
America Reverse LLC

Date of Mortgage: January 11, 2017
Date of Mortgage Recording: January 23, 

2017
Amount claimed due on date of notice: 

$107,221.78
Description of the mortgaged premises: Sit-

uated in Township of Martin, Allegan County, 
Michigan, and described as: A Parcel of land 
beginning 10 rods South of the West quarter 
post on the South bank of the Gun River

in Section 36, Town 2 North, Range 11 
West, thence North to the quarter post thence 
North 200 feet,

thence East 300 feet, thence South to the 
South bank of the Gun River, thence North-
westerly along

the river bank to the place of beginning. 
A/k/a 1297 Second Street.

Common street address (if any): 1297 2nd 
St, Plainwell, MI 49080-9510

The redemption period shall be 6 months 
from the date of such sale, unless deter-
mined abandoned in accordance with MCL 
600.3241a; or, if the subject real property is 
used for agricultural purposes as defined by 
MCL 600.3240(16).

If the property is sold at foreclosure sale 
under Chapter 32 of the Revised Judicature 
Act of 1961, pursuant to MCL 600.3278 the 
borrower will be held responsible to the person 
who buys the property at the mortgage foreclo-
sure sale or to the mortgage holder for damag-
ing the property during the redemption period.

Attention homeowner: If you are a military 
service member on active duty, if your period 
of active duty has concluded less than 90 days 
ago, or if you have been ordered to active duty, 
please contact the attorney for the party fore-
closing the mortgage at the telephone number 
stated in this notice.

This notice is from a debt collector.
Date of notice: August 13, 2020
Trott Law, P.C.
31440 Northwestern Hwy, Suite 145
Farmington Hills, MI 48334
(248) 642-2515
1419199
(08-13)(09-03)
------

Notice of Foreclosure by Advertisement 
Notice is given under section 3212 of the 
revised judicature act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, 
MCL 600.3212, that the following mortgage 
will be foreclosed by a sale of the mortgaged 
premises, or some part of them, at a public 
auction sale to the highest bidder for cash or 
cashier’s check at the place of holding the Cir-
cuit Court in Allegan County, starting promptly 
at 9:00 AM, on September 17, 2020. The 
amount due on the mortgage may be great-
er on the day of the sale. Placing the highest 
bid at the sale does not automatically entitle 
the purchaser to free and clear ownership of 
the property. A potential purchaser is encour-
aged to contact the county register of deeds 
office or a title insurance company, either of 
which may charge a fee for this information. 
Name(s) of the mortgagor(s): David E. Farris, 
A Single Man Original Mortgagee: Option One 
Mortgage Corporation Foreclosing Assignee 
(if any): Wells Fargo Bank, National Asso-
ciation as Trustee for Option One Mortgage 
Loan Trust 2005-3, Asset-Backed Certificates 
Series 2005-3 Date of Mortgage: June 3, 2005 
Date of Mortgage Recording: June 16, 2005 
Amount claimed due on mortgage on the date 
of notice: $103,819.31 Description of the mort-
gaged premises: Situated in the Township of 
Gun Plains, Allegan County, Michigan, and are 
described as: Part of the Northeast one-quar-
ter of Section 34, Town 1 North, Range 
11 West, Gun Plain Township, Kalamazoo 
County, Michigan, described as: Commenc-
ing at the Northeast Corner of said Section 
34; thence South 00 degrees 09 minutes 13 
seconds West 709.50 feet along the East Line 
of said Northeast one-quarter; thence South 
89 degrees 52 minutes 44 seconds West 
489.50 feet along the South Line of the North 
709.5 feet of said Northeast one-quarter to the 
Place of Beginning of this description; thence 
South 23 degrees 03 minutes 31 seconds 
West 107.42 feet; thence South 69 degrees 
06 minutes 27 seconds East 282.91 feet to 
the Centerline of 4th Street; thence South 24 
degrees 48 minutes 35 seconds West 59.15 
feet along said Centerline; thence South 26 
degrees 28 minutes 13 seconds West 238.86 
feet along said Centerline to a point on said 
Centerline which lies South 00 degrees 09 
minutes 13 seconds West 1408.01 feet (mea-
sured along the East Line of said Northeast 
one-quarter), North 89 degrees 50 minutes 
47 seconds West 510.64 feet and North 26 
degrees 28 minutes 13 seconds East 255.76 
feet from said Northeast corner of Section 
34; thence North 62 degrees 32 minutes 01 
seconds West 258.72 feet; thence South 26 
degrees 17 minutes 20 seconds West 637.15 
feet; thence North 76 degrees 48 minutes 15 
seconds West 430.53 feet to the West Line of 
the East one-half of said Northeast one-quar-
ter; thence North 00 degrees 07 minutes 20 
seconds East 819.13 feet along said West 
Line to the South Line of the North 709.50 
feet of said Northeast one-quarter; thence 
North 89 degrees 52 minutes 44 seconds East 
838.19 feet along said South Line to the Place 
of Beginning. Commonly Known as: 164 4th 
St., Plainwell, MI 49080 The redemption pe-
riod shall be 6 months from the date of such 
sale, unless determined abandoned in accor-
dance with MCL 600.3241a, in which case the 

redemption period shall be 30 days from the 
date of such sale, or upon the expiration of the 
notice required by MCL 600.3241a(c), which-
ever is later; or unless MCL 600.3240(16) 
applies. If the property is sold at foreclosure 
sale under Chapter 32 of the Revised Judi-
cature Act of 1961, under MCL 600.3278, 
the borrower will be held responsible to the 
person who buys the property at the mortgage 
foreclosure sale or to the mortgage holder for 
damaging the property during the redemption 
period. Attention Purchaser: This sale may be 
rescinded by the foreclosing mortgagee for 
any reason. In that event, your damages, if 
any, shall be limited solely to the return of the 
bid amount tendered at sale, plus interest, and 
the purchaser shall have no further recourse 
against the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee, or the 
Mortgagee’s attorney. Attention homeowner: If 
you are a military service member on active 
duty, if your period of active duty has con-
cluded less than 90 days ago, or if you have 
ordered to active duty, please contact the at-
torney for the party foreclosing the mortgage 
at the telephone number stated in this notice. 
This notice is from a debt collector. Date of no-
tice: 08/20/2020 Potestivo & Associates, P.C. 
251 Diversion Street, Rochester, MI 48307 
248-853-4400 114596

(08-20)(09-10)
------------

COUNTY OF ALLEGAN 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
Trust 
In the Matter of the Bennie Gates Declara-

tion of Trust established May 11, 2018 
Bennie Gates was the grantor of the Trust 

and his date of birth was January 5, 1948. 
TO ALL CREDITORS: * 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS: The decedent, 

Bennie Gates, who lived at 2972 137th 
Avenue, Hamilton, Michigan 49419, died 
August 15, 2020. 

Creditors of the decedent are notified that 
all claims against the above-referred Trust will 
be forever barred unless presented to Chris-
topher J. Gates, Trustee, within 4 months 
after the date of publication of this notice. 

Date of Publication: 
Cunningham Dalman, P.C. 
Jessica Arends P75919
321 Settlers Rd., P.O. Box 1767 
Holland, MI 49422
(616) 392-1821

Christopher J. Gates
3671 30th Street

Hamilton, MI 49419
(616) 828-3352

-------------

STATE OF MICHIGAN
PROBATE COURT
COUNTY OF ALLEGAN 

PUBLICATION OF NOTICE OF HEARING 
FILE NO. 20-63039-NC  
In the matter of LORIE WATSON LOVEJOY 
JR. 
TO All INTERESTED PERSONS including:

whose address(es) is/are unknown and 
whose interest in the matter may be barred or 
affected by the following: 
TAKE NOTICE: A hearing will be held on  
September 29, 2020 at 11:00 AM at 113 
Chestnut St., Allegan, MI 49010 before Judge 

Michael L. Buck P27674 for the following 
purpose:

Petition to Change Name for Lorle Watson 
Lovejoy Jr. 

August 27, 2020 
Gary E. Tibble P43886

5144 Gull Road
Kalamazoo, MI 49048
269-383-6000

Lorie Wwatson Lovejoy Jr
1769 6th Street

Martin, MI 49070
269-680-2464

---------------

STATE OF MICHIGAN
PROBATE COURT
COUNTY OF ALLEGAN
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Decedent’s Estate
FILE NO. 20-62242-DE 
Estate of DAVID LEIGH RATHBUN, 

deceased
Date of birth: 02/28/1943
TO ALL CREDITORS: *
NOTICE TO CREDITORS: The decedent, 

DAVID LEIGH RATHBUN, died04/09/2020 .
Creditors of the decedent are notified that 

all claims against the estate will be forever 
barred unless presented to Ronald Harlan 
Rathbun, personal representative, or to both 
the probate court at 2363 S. Yarrow Way, 
Lakewood, CO 80227  and the personal 
representative within 4 months after the date 
of publication of this notice.

08/25/2020
John M. Danian P62031
99 Monroe Ave. NW, Suite 200 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
616-560-5980 

Ronald Harlan Rathbun
2363 S. Yarrow Way 

Lakewood, CO 80227  
303-988-7606

---------------

STATE OF MICHIGAN
PROBATE COURT
COUNTY OF ALLEGAN
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Decedent’s Estate
FILE NO. 20-62425-DE
Estate of Mary S. Rolfe, deceased
Date of birth: xx
TO ALL CREDITORS: *
NOTICE TO CREDITORS: The decedent, 

Mary S. Rolfe, died 3-1-2019.
Creditors of the decedent are notified that 

all claims against the estate will be forever 
barred unless presented to Richard K. Rolfe, 
personal representative, or to both the 
probate court at 113 Chestnut Street, Allegan, 
MI 49010 and the personal representative 
within 4 months after the date of publication 
of this notice.

8-20-2020
James R. Wierenga P48946 
99 Monroe Ave. NW, Suite 1210 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
616-454-3883

Richard K. Rolfe Personal  
5145 Radstock Drive

Dorr, MI 49323 
616-723-7982

---------------

Public Notices

STATE OF MICHIGAN
PROBATE COURT
COUNTY OF ALLEGAN
PUBLICATION OF NOTICE OF HEARING
FILE NO. 20-63014-NC
In the matter of Susan Marie Simmons 
TO All INTERESTED PERSONS including:
whose address(es) is/are unknown and 

whose interest in the matter may be barred or 
affected by the following: 
TAKE NOTICE: A hearing will be held on Sep-
tember 28, 2020  at 9:00 am at 113 Chestnut 
St., Allegan, MI 49010 before Judge Michael 
L. Buck P27674 for the following purpose:

A hearing will be held on the petition of 
Susan Marie Simmons, an adult, requesting 
said Court to change her legal name to Susan 
Marie Corner. Any person who has good 
cause to object to said name change should 
appear at the above time and place. 

August 24, 2020 
Susan Marie Simmons
616 W. Cherry St. 
Wayland, MI 49348  
269-838-6133
----------

STATE OF MICHIGAN
48TH CIRCUIT COURT – FAMILY 

DIVISION
ALLEGAN COUNTY
PUBLICATION OF HEARING

CASE NO.  20-62549-NA
PETITION NO.        
Court Address:  113 Chestnut, Allegan, MI  

49010				  
	

TO:ALLEGAN COUNTY NEWS
241 HUBBARD ST
ALLEGAN, MI 49010
IN THE MATTER OF:  KARMA BEE-

BE-MOSS (8/25/2009)
A Bench Trial to establish jurisdiction over 

the child regarding KARMA BEEBE-MOSS 
(8/25/2009) will be conducted by the court on 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2020 at 1:00 PM in 
FAMILY COURT DIVISION 113 CHESTNUT 
ST ALLEGAN, MI 49010; USING VIDEO 
ZOOM before  CONFERENCE OR IN PER-
SON.  You have the right to an attorney and 
the right to a trial by a judge or jury.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that 
CHRISTINA MOSS personally

appear before the court at the time and 
place stated above. This hearing may result 
in the Termination of your parental rights.  
113 Chestnut St. Allegan, MI 49010, Family 
Division.

Judge Roberts Kengis (P47062)

(See Solution below)

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puz-
zle will have you hooked from the moment you square off, so 
sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test! 

SUDOKU

http://www.tax-sale.info
http://www.tax-sale.info
mailto:humanresources@cornerstoneafc.com
mailto:wilcoxmike2@gmail.com
mailto:clerk@ci.douglas.mi.us
http://www.alleganaesa.org
mailto:dale.witczak@alleganaesa.org
http://www.cnaads.com
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that he kept drawing his 
cat doing different things. 
He eventually gave him the 
name Tom Cat.”

Tom Cat wasn’t just some 
random name Levi thought 
of. Rather, it has a special 
meaning.

“Levi’s middle name 
is Thomas after his great 
grandfather Tom Bent,” 
Sarah said. “So, he says he 
named his character after 
his great grandfather.”

In addition to drawing, 
Levi also enjoys modeling 
clay, having taught himself 
to make stop-motion 
Claymation videos using 
an old cell phone. He 
makes characters from the 
England-based Aardman 
Amination Studios such as 
Shaun the Sheep or Wallace 
and Gromit.

“He also uses his Legos 
and edits those videos to be 
like 1920s silent movies,” 
Sarah said.

Given his passion for 
drawing and animation, it 
was no surprise when Levi 
chose Walt Disney when 
his class was assigned 
a “biography-in-a-bag” 
project last year.

“I really like how Mr. 
Disney focused many 
projects on children and 
happiness,” Levi said. 
“And he didn’t give up 
when his character Oswald 
was stolen from him. He 
started over and with Ub 
Iwerks he came up with 
Mickey Mouse instead and 
started his own company.”

In addition to Walt Disney 
and Aardman Amination, 
Levi counts Dav Pilkey 

(“Captain Underpants” and 
“Dog Man” series) and 
Charles Schulz (“Peanuts”) 
as illustrators he admires.

“They didn’t give up,” 
Levi said of Pilkey and 
Schulz. “They kept going 
even when people said they 
wouldn’t be successful. 
They made changes and 
progress with drawing their 
characters.”

Levi also enjoys the 
Mickey Mouse cartoons 
from the 1920s and ‘30s. 
He would also like to make 
Tom Cat into a comic book 
series.

“He would like to go 
to school for animating,” 
Sarah said. “He especially 
wants to learn some of 
the older techniques. I 
can’t wait to see what he 
accomplishes next.”

provide matching funds 
when seeking grants. In 
addition, the funds will 
go directly to support 
projects for landowners 
and farmers. 

The Conservation 
District has never before 
solicited millage from the 
voters of Allegan County 
in their efforts to carry out 
the Rabbit and Gun Riv-
ers’ Sediment Reduction 
Programs, the restoration 
of the oak savanna in 
the Allegan State Game 
Area, and participation in 
the Michigan Agriculture 
Environmental Assurance 
Program (MAEAP). 

“We are thankful to the 
people of Allegan County 
who value the work of the 
Conservation District,” 
stated an elated Ludwig.

The response from Kim-
berly Turcott, administra-
tor of the Allegan County 
Medical Care Community 
paralleled Ludwig’s. With 
a tone of enthusiasm and 
relief, Turcott shared that 
this first-ever request for 
millage would assist the 
Community in numerous 
ways. 

“At upcoming Board 
meetings there will be an 
extensive review of the 
budget and an in-depth 
needs assessment will be 
completed. The millage 
will allow for a fund bal-
ance to weather the next 
storm.” 

In addition, they will 
figure out the next steps in 
repairs of some roofs and 
some new construction. 
Turcott emphasized that 

“it is important to com-
plete the needs assessment 
so we meet the needs 
of our seniors and work 
with other groups in the 
county. There are chang-
ing needs for services, and 
the facility must address 
needs of the current gen-
eration, like private rather 
than shared rooms.”

Both Ludwig and Tur-
cott stressed their thanks 
to the many communities 
and voters in Allegan 
County for showing trust 
in their work to identify 
and meet county needs. 
These millages mean 
much to these organiza-
tions, and they want to 
show their gratitude to all 
voters across the county.

By Jason Wesseldyk
Sports Editor

As the director of activities 
at Life Care Center of 
Plainwell, Brittany Zeman 
is always trying to come 
up with unique, fun ways 
to engage the facility’s 
residents.

Last year, that included 
a classic car show in the 
parking lot, with residents 
able to get a close-up look at 
several cars from the past.

“The car show was a big 
hit with everyone,” said 
Tyler Connors, the director 
of admissions and marketing 
at Life Care Center. “The 
residents really seemed to 
get a kick out of it and they 
people who brought the cars 
had a good time interacting 
with the residents.”

Zeman hoped to have 
another car show this year, 
but, as with so many things, 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
threw a monkey wrench into 
those plans.

But rather than simply 
postponing the event until 
next year, Zeman came up 
with another idea: a drive-
thru classic car parade, 
which took place at 3:30 
p.m. on Monday, Aug. 31.

“The State of Michigan and 
the Allegan County Health 
Department recently released 
new guidelines when it 
comes to COVID-19,” 
Connors said. “Now, as 
long as the residents don’t 
leave the grounds and proper 
social distancing is being 
observed along with other 
precautions, we can take 
them outside and we have 
a little more freedom when 
it comes to activities. So, 
Brittany thought (the drive-
thru car show) was a good 
comprise. 

“It’s not quite the same as 
last year, but we thought this 
would be a great way to still 
bring out the cars and let the 
residents see them while still 
maintaining proper social-
distancing and other safety 
practices to keep every 
healthy and safe. Looking at 
cars they might have owned 
or seen when they were 
younger is a great way for 
the residents to reminisce.”

About a dozen cars and 
trucks showed up to be part 
of the drive-thru parade. 
Many of them are part of the 
Dean’s Cruisers group that 
meets at Dean’s Ice Cream 
in Plainwell for car shows 
each Monday during the nice 
weather.

After driving past the 
residents—who lined the 
sidewalk in front of the 
facility—the cars and trucks 
parked in the parking lot to 
give residents a longer look.

The event was open to 
any resident who wanted to 
attend.

“Some residents wondered 
if we were only going to let 
a certain number of people 
participate, but we wanted 
it to be open to everyone,” 
Connors said. “We had 
plenty of room to keep 
people far enough apart.”

Even some residents who 
weren’t able to express 
an interest in going were 
included.

“We have some residents 
with issues like dementia, 
but if, from their history, we 
knew cars were something 
they enjoyed, we checked 
with their families and got 
the okay for them to attend,” 
Connors said. “You never 
know what might help bring 
back some of those positive 
feelings from the past.”

Connors said he enjoys 
activities like the car show as 
much as the residents.

“It’s just so fun and cool 
to see them having a good 
time,” Connors said. “This is 
by far the most enjoyable job 
I’ve ever had. No two days 
are the same, that’s

Life Care Center of Plainwell hosts drive-thru car show

Before heading off to start the school year last week, several Otsego 
Public Schools were all smiles. Among those students who were excited to 
get back to class following the COVID-19 shutdown were (at left) Tucker 

Moore (fourth grade at Dix Street Elementary) and siblings Braden Stout 
(sixth grade at Otsego  Middle School), Gabi Stout (junior at Otsego High 
School) and Leah Stout (second grade at Dix Street). (Photos provided)

Back-to-school smiles


