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oSlip Resistant ®eCushioned eInsulator ®Noise Reducer
eDurable eSeamless ®Permanent
® Non-Porous - No Urine or Feces Under Floors
®No Holes Drilled in Your Trailer

Sedlesy &

COLOR COMBINATIONS LOORING APFLICATIONS

* Barn Floors

* Trailer Floors

* Wash Racks

e Stalls

e Alleys

e Cattle Chutes

e Clipping Stands
e Shop Floors

* Much More...

WERM FLOORING SYSTEMS

702 Overhead Drive | Oklahoma City, OK
1-800-350-7564
www.wermflooring.com
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'\ CAMERON
| UNIVERSITY

AT LAWTON,
AND/OR ONLINE

TO JOIN THE AGGIE FAMILY, CALL OR CLICK TODAY!
1-888-454-7600 OR WWW.CAMERON.EDU

WITH NEARLY 20 PEGREE OPTIONS. WE CAN
PUT YOU ON THE ROAP TO SUCCESS!

2800 WEST GORE BLVD., LAWTON, OK 73505
3100 WEST BOIS D’ARC AVE, DUNCAN OK 73533



POST FRAME BUILDINGS

Garages * Shops * Hay Barns ¢ Livestock Barns

24 years In business, 34 years total experience, 40 year warranty on metal, 2 year warranty
on materlal and labor. Insured, Financing Avallable, Commerclal and Residential

Winter Sale

24x30x10 30x40x10 40x60x12 60x80x16
wiconcrete floor garage 1-walk door, 1-walk door, wiconcrete floor,
one entry door, 2 overhead doors 1 sliding door, two entry doors,
two windows, frameouts ** colored metal two 14x14 overhead
one overhead 4" concrete floor $17,900% doors, metal,
door frameout ** $14.300° 0o0*
fully Insulated ’ *63,900

$12,700°"

fariety of sizes and options available. Concrete floors, driveways & sidewalks.

FULLY INSURED WITH
WORKMAN'S COMPENSATION
& LIABILITY INSURANCE

LGQ - 627 g ECK ouT OR NEW WElTE ]
e 918-629-0505 DCROSSBARNCO.COM

BETTER YIELDS S

Introducing the AirMax® P

When you’re the industry leader, you never stop innovating.
Experience agronomic accuracy like you've never seen from a spreader

CHICKASHA. OK with the AirMax® Precision R1/R2 Application System from RoGator.

405.224.5056 « Highest-capacity box
DALHART, TX +  Widest air boom
806.884.4740 * Most accurate turning system

FAIRVIEW, OK Consistently outperform spinners where it counts with the
580.540.3581 AirMax® R1/R2 pneumatic system.
MULESHOE, TX

806.749.7130 L’V ll‘lﬁs Tﬂm

livingstonmachinery.com MACHINERY COMPANY
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Bert Hutson of Elk City, Okla.,
has worked hard all his life,
beginning on his father’s
dairy, running his own trucking
company, and producing feed
efficient Angus cattle. At 80
years old, Bert shows no signs
of slowing down. (Photo by
Savannah Magoteaux)

WWW.OKFRONLINE.COM

|letter from the editor

March is the month
when spring officially
begins, although you
might not know it from A
the weather. As the :
seasons change from
winter to spring, the
days get longer, and
we’re all able to be
more productive.

I’ll admit, I’ve
searched for motivation to write this letter for the month, but be-
tween the stress of work, the anticipation of spring, and just life in
general, I can’t find it.

A good friend of mine has a great quote hanging above her desk.
It says, “First drafts don’t have to be perfect; they just have to be
written.”

So here I am, putting words on paper.

Away from work, I’'m a barrel racer and a roper. I’ ve learned that
riding and writing have many similarities, and I have learned the only
way to get them both finished is to start.

When we read about other people’s success, it’s hard to imagine
that these people ever feel the same lack of motivation as we do.
We don’t see the times they’ve struggled to go out in the freezing
weather to ride or take care of their animals. We don’t know of the
early mornings when their soft beds felt more inviting than a hard
saddle and a wily colt. We forget that they’ve likely turned down
friends’ invitations to events because they felt their animals or home
needed the attention more.

These people deal with the same struggles you and I face. They
know that procrastination is the enemy of ranchers, farmers and
cowboys, just as it is writers. They understand that the only way to
get something done is to begin.

Over this wintry season you’ve no doubt debated putting off
your responsibilities. Just remember although “things come to those
who wait, but they are only the things left behind from those who
hustle.”

I enjoyed getting to visit with a great man who knows how to get
things done. Bert Hutson may not have known everything he needed
to when he bought his first set of Angus cattle from a sale, but he
knew that to learn, he’d have to get started. You’ll enjoy getting to
learn about Bert in “Efficiency at its Finest.”

Once again, our great contributors have penned some wonderfully
informative, entertaining, and engaging articles. I thank them for all
their work to make this magazine great.

If you have an idea for an article, please feel free to shoot me an
email at editor @okfronline.com.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Savannah Magoteawr

Savannah Magoteaux, Editor
editor @okfronline.com

(Photo courtesy of Hutson Angus Farm)
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Ready to build, buy or sell
Oklahoma real estate?
Give me a call!

Featured listings

Oasis Ranch Section 2 Looking for a premier
in Blanchard office location?
NEW Homes Available: Now available with Hwy 76
$255,000-$290,000 frontage in Blanchard! This
Lots Available 0.22-0.33 acres: property comes with a 4,700+ - \ Y, OK
$30,000-$34,000 two story building sitting on South of 1:40 in Stockyard'eity
1.42 acres with additional land 1-800-256-0395 FA?‘ 405:235-7351
Silo Acres in Blanchard if needed. E>f<:‘lusive showings ™ promlIv‘;:r::geloc:;:::;::t;ri:c; 19;5-
Lots Available 1-3 acres: to qualified buyers. R N o
$42,000-$70,000 List price: $1,200,000 ! —
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CHAMBERLAIN
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Nancy V. Lynn, Realtor
GRI * ABR * e-Pro
Chamberlain Realty LLC
Cell: 405.831.6964
Email: nancyvlynn@gmail.com
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Pat Realing, WY - “From a 67-year-old guy in
Wyoming, the calf catcher is a life saver. Catch all
calves by myself. Doctor and band. Now my wife
is much safer. It works great. Calves and cows are
much calmer.” - s o, W Sy 2
Doyle Smith, OK - “Your calf catcher has greatly Tt St By
improved our safety while tending newborn : R MouingjRairslis Easy i3
calves, we never have to worry about being| ONE PERSON can now SAFELY and EASILY process calves
blindsided by an overly protective mother. | am : WIEhows gom:em A fhe pratuctive mother cow!
Designed for Processing Safety...

.

near 70 and have had several close calls before | - Enables quick and safe calf catching! - Move calves easier with cow following!
purchasing the Calf Catcher. Thank )'OU!" - Convenient, step-in access of producer! - Less cow stress, mother can see and smell calf!
Deanina Schlereth. KS - “We' shoild: have| Holder secures calf for easy processing! - Reduces danger while working new calves!

; .

- User-friendly inside release of calf to cow! - Quick Mount/Dismount on both ATV & UTVs!
invested in a calf catcher years ago. My hushand

!, ““"‘\.
wouldn't have been knocked down all those — SufetvzoneeuIFCutchers.com‘:‘f—-

times, he would have been protected from that, ———_ For local dealers or to order, call 877-505-0914! ——_

It was the best thing we ever did. — ____.j'.'f-“"“ INQUIRY INVITED S

—

g 3 I
Watch action video at W o
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E Boh Lowe Inc.

Oklahoma's premier Case IH dealer
of tractors and implements

Aceredited Ranch and Land Brokers
and Tor Ran

Your 1

T-Bone Hunting & Cattle Ranch
187 acres m/l, Exceptional combination
ranch; Income by cattle, horses, hunting
& recreation. Rural Water on West and
North boundaries for development.
Complete with home, barn, shops, creek,
and ponds. $430,100

es and Trophy Properties
Aeeredited Land Consultants

3 B, MeAlester, O S4501

I Froe 8464 WOR-LAND

Iron Post Mt 159 acres m/l, Scenic
and beautiful recreational property. Pond,
creeks, trails, fencing, and cattle guard,
are already in place. Good mix of Pine
and hardwoods with excellent hunting.
Off grid with no public access. $159,000

. road access, native grasses, and 20%

To view all properties (Including Pictures, Aerials and Topo Maps) go to:

www.WorldClassRanches.com
Call Toll Free Today: 1-844-ALB-Land (s44-252-5263)

Big Pine 40M 40 acres m/l, Excel-
lent hunting or combination property
ready to be developed exactly as you
like. Excellent Location! Located just
70 miles N. of Paris, TX. Gravel county

mature Pine and Hardwood. Adjoining
acres also available. $110,000

3 Locations to serve ynu
-McAlester, OK
-Dallas, TX YJ
-Austin, TX

70 Purebred Charolais Bulls, including
these purebred herd sire prospecis!

\

A a1 !

I]I]? Unn Has 1920 Polled
BW: 75 Ibs. AWW: 858 Ibs.

Live

Sale Manager:
Greg Hubert

P.0. Box 100
ERT] oakiey, ks 67748

l]l)? Off The Gml 1939 Polled
BW: 81 Ibs. AWW: 846 lbs.

o007

Cody & Ashlie White

007 IJnlmutad 1919 Pulled
BW: 78 Ibs. AWW.: 907 lbs.

Rush Springs, OK

CATTLE SALES {?85) 6?2'3195
(785) 672-7449 (cell)
greghubert@st-tel.net

Cody White: (580) 450-7572
Buck White: (580) 695-3696
007charolms@gmml com Steve Jones: (580) 861-2121
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SOCIALIZING

FACEBOOK WALL

& Oklahoma Farm & Ranch

January 31 at6:58 AM - @

What constitutes a "Ghost Town?” Well, according to some research, ghost
towns can include sites in a variety of states, ranging from abandoned to
barren, with the middle-ground being neglected. Some sites no longer have
any trace of civilization and have become pastureland or even been flooded.
Others are unpopulated, but their old buildings still remain. In a few cases,
small populations might remain, but with much fewer people than in years
past.

Read more about an Oklahoma Ghost Town here ===>>>

http://okfronline .com/2020/01/cardin-okla/

OKFRONLINE.COM
Cardin, Okla. — Oklahoma Farm & Ranch
GCardin, Okla. Ghost Towns of Oklahoma January 17, 2020 bowienews ...

Os

Oklahoma Farm & Ranch

January 23 at 6:55 AM - @
The U.S. Department of Agriculture has been saying for years that the
average age of the American farmer is going up. The latest estimate of the
average age is 59.3 years, as the baby-boom generation gets older. As a
result, it has been estimated that 70% of the land in agriculture will change
hands by 2031. This is a startling forecast and one worth contemplating in
terms of how the transition will occur.
The number of farmers and ranchers in the United States has been decre...

See More

Zast O ol T cotomant

United s, N

”.HP

HORTYSHATTERY.
405.232.4287

R TS p————— rr—r——
OKFRONLINE COM
Overcoming Barriers to Entry for the Next Generation of
Ranchers — Oklahoma Farm & Ranch
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Salmonella in Backyard Poultry

By Barry Whitworth, DVM / Area Food/Animal Quality and Health Specialist for Eastern Oklahoma

As spring approaches, many of
the local farm and garden centers
will have their annual “chick”
days. This is the time that many
backyard poultry producers get
excited to buy some new chicks.
Unfortunately, another problem
seems to coincide with arrival
of the new chickens: Salmonella
outbreaks in humans. Salmonella
outbreaks associated with back-
yard poultry have been reported in
the United States for many years.

The Center for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) released
the final report on the 2019 Sal-
monella outbreak associated with
backyard poultry. The first case
of Salmonella was reported on
Jan. 1, 2019. Since the initial
case, 1,134 cases of Salmonella
infections in people from 49 states
and the District of Columbia were
found. Twenty-one percent of
the cases were in children under
five years of age. Of those 1,134
cases, 219 were hospitalized and
two deaths were reported, one
from Ohio and one from Texas.
Oklahoma reported 14 cases of
Salmonella infections. It should
be kept in mind that the CDC
believes that for every one Sal-
monella case reported, 29 cases go
unreported (Scallan et al., 2011).
In interviews, 67 percent of the
sick reported contact with chicks
or ducklings. This should be a
warning to backyard poultry own-
ers and young people involved in
the exhibition of poultry.

Chicken, ducks, and other
poultry carry the Salmonella
organism. The bacteria do not
normally make the birds sick, but
when people accidently ingest the
organism, a severe illness may
occur. The bacteria are in the drop-
pings of poultry and can be found
on the body of the birds. Bacteria
contaminate cages, coops, feed

10 | MARCH 2020

(Courtesy photos)
and water dishes and the area
where the birds roam. People can
be infected when handling poultry,
entering poultry areas, handling
equipment associated with poultry
and gathering eggs. Salmonella in-
fections in humans are associated
with the digestive tract. Typical
clinical signs are diarrhea, vomit-
ing, fever, and abdominal cramps.
If the infection goes from the
intestinal tract to the blood, the
disease will usually become more
severe. Most with severe infec-
tions require hospitalization.
According to the CDC, chil-
dren tend to be overrepresented in
Salmonella infections associated
with backyard poultry. From 1990
to 2014 Salmonella infections as-
sociated with backyard poultry in
children less than five years of age
accounted for 31 percent of the
cases, and 42 percent of the cases
were less than 10 years old (Basler
et al., 2016). Although there
are many sources of salmonella

contamination, animal contact
Salmonella infections result in
more people being hospitalized
than food borne infections (Marus
et al., 2019). This would indicate
that children need to be carefully
monitored when they are around
poultry. Other groups of people
who need to be careful around
poultry are people over the age of
65 and people with a compromised
immune system.

There are two reasons that chil-
dren may be more at risk than the
rest of the population for develop-
ing Salmonella infections from
exposure to backyard poultry.
One reason for the increase risk
is that children’s immune systems
are not fully developed. The other
reason stems from the fact that
children typically have poor hand
hygiene practices (Basler et al.,
2016). Coming in contact with
poultry increases the opportunity
for children to get their hands
dirty and be contaminated with

Salmonella. One practice that
might expose young children to
Salmonella organisms is keeping
chickens inside the home. The
CDC reported in the 2015 out-
break of Salmonella associated
with backyard poultry that 41 per-
cent of those questioned indicated
that they kept baby poultry indoors
(CDC, 2015). Basler’s analysis
reported that 61 percent (227/373)
of all people who reported getting
Salmonella from backyard poultry
reported touching baby birds. For-
ty-nine percent (196/400) of the
people sickened with Salmonella
describe snuggling baby birds
while 13 percent (53/400) admit-
ted to kissing baby birds (Basler
et al., 2016). Children should be
discouraged from doing any of the
above practices.

Parents and leaders overseeing
4-H or FFA poultry projects must
ensure that children and young
people wash their hands after
having contact with poultry. The

OKFR®&



following are some suggestions
on how to reduce the chance of
getting Salmonella:

* Wash hands with soap and
water after having any contact
with poultry or any area where
poultry are located. If soap is not
available, use a hand sanitizer.

* Do not allow poultry to enter
areas where food and drinks are
prepared, served and stored.

* Do not eat or drink where
poultry are located.

* Cook eggs thoroughly.

¢ Clean equipment associated
with poultry outdoors.

Having chickens in the back-
yard or exhibiting poultry at the
county fair can be very rewarding
experiences. However, poultry
owners should be aware of the
potential for a Salmonella infec-
tion and always practice good
hygiene. If you would like more
information on backyard poultry,
contact your local Oklahoma State

University Extension Educator or
visit the CDC Salmonella website
at https://www.cdc.gov/salmo-
nella/outbreaks.html.
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Sliding Lid for over hin use

it up. Sliding lid for overhead bin use

Most Requested Feeder on the Market

We’ve been in the cattle business since 1973 and tried virtually every feeding method. We developed a
cattle feeder that would be efficient, effective and economical. We invite you to experience it for yourself.

ek

Call or visit for
dealers near you
3cfeeders.com

b
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e .&g\,."-
SR S

2T capacity. One man to fill it, one man to set Handles all types of feed: cubes and commodity. Feeds

in piles, steady streams on the ground or in troughs.

Many sizes
available for
trucks, trailers

-

Clyde, Casey & Bear Runyan * Mill Creek, OK 74856
Office: 580-384-3943 e After Hours: 580-618-1354 * Patent No. 6263833
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Tri

bal Soil Climate Analysis Network

Projects of Oklahoma Tribes Providing
Beneﬁts for Today and Tomorrow

By Bryan Painter, Communications Director for Okla. Conservation Commission and Okla. Natural Resources Conservation Service

A breeze sways the marestail
weeds and pushes past the bunchy
little bluestem, side-oats grama
and switchgrass.

Nathan Hart, business director
for the Cheyenne and Arapaho
Tribes, stands near the pointed tips
of a yucca and on top of the dry
High Plains soil.

Hart is thinking about the ques-
tion of, “What does this weather,
soil and climate network project
called the Tribal Soil Climate
Analysis Network (TSCAN) mean
to your tribes?”

He was standing just a few
feet from the unit that was being
installed this past summer only
about five miles from the Oklaho-
ma-Texas state line near Reydon
in Roger Mills County.

“We are on the far western side
of our Cheyenne and Arapaho
original Reservation, on an allot-
ment called the Ora Woods Allot-
ment,” he said of the tribe's far-
thest west property in Oklahoma.
“This combines both our heritage
and the future. We do have a focus
on our youth. We understand the
importance of science and math-
ematics. That's what we want
to encourage our youth to move
towards. So with this particular
project, we want to get our youth
involved so they understand what
we’re doing out here with all the
data that is being collected and
how that is being used. Maybe it
will encourage some of our youth
to move into these various fields
in an area with the weather or soil
science.”

Hart went on to provide a more
detailed explanation of the impor-
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(Courtesy photos)
tance of the soil.

“We are very interested, num-
ber one, in soil health,” Hart said.
“We believe that everything starts
with the soils, and if we take care
of the soils, we’ll get good vegeta-
tion, good plant material, which
translates to the animals, and of
course the animals provide food
for us. So our philosophy is ev-
erything starts in the soil. Having
the ability to monitor your soils
and particularly by precipitation,
everything else in the soils is vi-
tally important to us.”

TSCAN was initiated in 2017

to provide improved soil climate
data to tribes in underserved loca-
tions around the U.S. Goals of the
project are to provide localized
soil and climate data to selected
tribes for agricultural and forestry
management decisions, strengthen
tribal outreach to support produc-
tion management as well as STEM
(Science Technology Engineering
and Math) education, and connect
tribes with local entities — United
States Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources Conservation
Service (USDA NRCS), Bureau
of Indian Affairs (BIA), USDA

Climate Hubs, extension, univer-
sities and the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) —to build and strengthen
partnerships and alliances both
locally and nationally.

There are now three TSCAN
units on tribal land in Oklahoma,
said Dr. Carol Crouch, USDA
NRCS State Tribal Liaison for
Oklahoma. Dr. Crouch has played
a key role in assisting with this
project. The Cheyenne and Arap-
aho Tribes, the Cherokee Nation
and the Choctaw Nation have
TSCAN units.

OKFR®&



“These TSCAN units will be
valuable tools to expand the inter-
est for our American Indian youth
in the field of science, technology,
engineering and mathematics
(STEM),” Dr. Crouch said. “This
includes training on how valuable
the units will be in forecasting
climate conditions to Elders, tribal
members and local producers.”

“By participating in this proj-
ect, we can also furnish other data
on the climate to all the other
institutions, researchers and to the
public, and that is important to us,”
Hart said. “We believe in a system
of reciprocity: we all share with
each other and people will share
with us.”

TheBIA and NRCS combined
their technical and financial re-
sources through an Interagency
Reimbursable Agreement to pur-
chase and deploy 30 Soil Cli-
mate Analysis Network (SCAN)
weather stations to eligible Tribes
and Nations to support agricultural
operations and STEM education.
In addition the NRCS is working
with three tribal partners to assist
with outreach, education and com-
munity capacity building.

Native Americans are located
across the U.S. (34 states and
567 federally recognized Indian
tribes) and many are involved in
agriculture. These tribal farmers
and ranchers require adequate
decision support tools to maintain
productive and profitable systems.
Management of water availability
is one of the primary issues sur-
rounding agricultural production.

Weather variables, such as
rainfall, soil moisture and soil
temperature are key to proper
management and timing of opera-
tional decisions.

In limited locations, tribes have
benefited from having access to
advanced weather information
from stations installed on their
lands.

Again, in terms of education,
the weather stations will also
serve as a focal point for education
of tribal youth using the STEM

WWW.OKFRONLINE.COM

model. STEM is an interdisciplin-
ary and applied learning approach
to integrate these four disciplines
into a cohesive and real-world ap-
plication. Age-appropriate STEM
K-12 education and demonstra-
tions using the weather stations,
and resulting data will be sup-
ported by the tribes Department
of Natural and Water Resources
(DNR / DWR), USDA, NRCS,
BIA and United States Forest
Service (USFS). The USDA Hubs
can play a key outreach role in
this area.

“The life and culture of the
Choctaw Nation has always had
strong ties to the land. We see
our participation in TSCAN as
a learning tool for our students,
particularly at Jones Academy,
and a research tool to guide our
efforts with soil health. TSCAN

monitors ‘the place where things
grow — Nan Awaya’ and ties our
past to the promise of the future,”
states Donna Loper, Executive
Director of Land Title and Natural
Resources, Choctaw Nation of
Oklahoma.

“Our Tribal lands are inextri-
cably linked to our history and
culture. The TSCAN program is
a unique partnership that ensures
we are appropriately evaluating
and monitoring soil health and
climate conditions, which is fun-
damentally important to current
and future generations of Chero-
kee Citizens,” said Chad Harsha,
Secretary of Natural Resources,
Cherokee Nation.

The benefits to the TSCAN
program are so far-reaching.

For example, during installa-
tion of the unit, NRCS took the

FARM & RANCH "Wl

opportunity to dig a T-shaped
trench.

The purpose was to take a
closer, literally deeper, look at
this land and then be able to save
this along with information about
other aress, near and far.

“That’s our soil characteriza-
tion sampling for that particular
series,” said Steve Alspach, Okla-
homa NRCS State Soil Scientist.
“We describe the profile and then
we sampled, bulk sampled, which
they will do the chemical/physical
tests on, and then we did some
clods that we wrap in liquid Saran
that they can do bulk density tests
on. Those will be shipped to the
lab and run through within the next
year or so. We try to do as much
sampling as we can on each series
so that we have a data set to give
ranges and texture.” (g,
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The Brown Marmorated Stink Bug

The stink bug family has long plagued ag-
ricultural producers across the state, attacking
crops like soybeans and cotton and reducing
yields as they feed on the plants. That family
now has one more member in the state, the
brown marmorated stink bug (BMSB), and
Oklahoma State University (OSU) Extension
researchers are now on guard to monitor the
insect to prevent it from becoming a bigger
problem.

There are an estimated 35 species of stink
bugs in the United States, with about five
already calling Oklahoma home. They range
in color and have a pentagon, or shield ap-
pearance. They also have piercing and sucking
mouth parts, which they use to feed on the
plants’ flesh and seeds, leading to yield loss
in some circumstances.

“In soybeans, they can cause greening — the
plant stays green. If they feed on a sorghum
seed, it can cause abortion of the seed on the
head as they are feeding,” said Tom Royer,
OSU Integrated Pest Management coordinator.
“They can cause a lot of damage if numbers
are large enough.”

The BMSB is new to the state. A native
of Asia, it was first discovered in the United
States in 1998 and has now been discovered
in more than 40 states.The BMSB has the
same distinctive shield shape of other stink
bug species, with distinctive marks and col-
orations. It features white and black bands on
the antennae, as well as along the outer edges
of the abdomen.

The female goes through several reproduc-
tive cycles each year, laying clusters of about
25 green-colored eggs on the undersides of
leaves, which turn white just before hatching.
The larva goes through five stages over about
538 days, with temperatures between 57-97
degrees, and 32-35 days above 86 degrees.

What sets the BMSB apart from other
stink bugs is that it can feed on more than 100
agricultural and horticultural crops, including
fruit such as grapes, apples and peaches, garden
plants like peppers, tomatoes and eggplants
and agricultural crops like corn, sorghum and
soybeans.

It also has a tendency to overwinter in
homes and businesses, making it a pest to
humans, as well.“This insect is particularly
nasty, because it has a wild pallet for preferred
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host plants — fruits, vegetables, hemp,” said
Eric Rebek, OSU Horticultural Entomology
Extension specialist.

“On top of that, it is a home invader. It’11
invade people’s homes, looking for a place to
spend the winter in a secluded spot.”

Although it has been a problem across the
country for many years, it has only been found
in a handful of locations in Oklahoma — near
Edmond, in Oklahoma County, Guthrie, in Lo-
gan County and Stillwater, in Payne County.

Due to the risk presented by a large number
of plant hosts, the OSU Cooperative Extension
Service is teaming with the USDA-Animal
and Plant Health Inspection Service and the
Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food
and Forestry to create a plan to monitor the
pest in the state and find ways to control it and
prevent it from becoming a problem. That will
involve trapping to determine where it is and
spraying if needed.

“We're just at the beginning stage of try-
ing to determine where the BMSB is,” Rebek
said. “We’re going to start setting up traps for

monitoring the insect, and see where it isin
the state.”

Producers unsure of what species they have
in the field should contact their county exten-
sion office for verification. If it is determined
to be a BMSB, the producer should begin
scouting and monitoring it, and it can easily
be controlled through insecticide.

“There is no need to spray unless they have
a problem with BMSB. We need to get confir-
mation they have it,” Rebek said. “There are
insecticides, and they are primarily the route
we’ll have to go to manage them—anything
that is labeled for stink bugs, in general, broad-
spectrum control insecticide.”

The three agencies are working together
on the long-term research and management
project to help producers identify and control
the insect to prevent widespread damage to
crops and other ornamentals.

“We have to figure out where it is, how
much of an impact it is going to have in the
state, and we have to make people aware that
itishere, and it isathreat,” Rebek said. &
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From Urban to Agriculture Advocate

By Tia Rozell

An urban girl with no back-
ground in agriculture has won a
prestigious award from a time-
honored agricultural organiza-
tion.

Gabby Barber was a member of
the Lawton FFA Chapter located
in Lawton, Oklahoma. FFA and
agriculture is a core foundation of
Oklahoma, said Lindsey Hoerbert,
a Lawton FFA adviser. Barber had
no knowledge or understanding of
either until she was in the eighth
grade, she said

During her five years of in-
volvement in FFA, the once
misinformed and uninvolved
consumer transformed into not
only an advocate for agriculture
but a national champion within
the FFA organization.

In October 2019, Barber earned
the National Championship Agri-
cultural Communications Profi-
ciency award.

“Gabby is not what many
think of when they hear FFA
member,” Lindsey said. “She
is a non-traditional [Oklahoma]
FFA member. She grew up in
town walking on the sidewalks to
school. She isn’t an exception in
our chapter. She is the ‘norm.””

Lawton is an urban area, Hoer-
bert said. The city’s population is
more 150,000 people so this chap-
ter is not a traditional FFA chapter
for Oklahoma, she added.

The majority of the FFA chap-
ter is comprised of urban students,
Hoerbert said.

“I started FFA when I was in
the eighth grade,” Barber said.
“There was an ag exploration
class, and my cousin Hannah
showed sheep and was involved
in FFA, so I thought I would give
itatry. I thought showing animals
was all you could do in FFA.”

As an eighth-grader, Barber
was timid and shy, Hoerbert said.
She was placed in an agriculture
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class she didn’t know much about,
Hoerbert added.

“Of course, over time, Gabby
bloomed with opportunity,” Ho-
erbert said. “She is an amazing
public speaker and communicator.
Gabby is really good at spreading
the word of agriculture, whether
it is the education aspect, what
agriculture does, or the sustain-
ability side.”

Barber said her agriculture
teacher was the driving force that
kept her in FFA.

“The first day of class my ag
teacher asked if | wanted to do
prepared public speaking,” Bar-
ber said. “I said sure, thinking I
would give a speech at a banquet
or something. | had noideait was
acontest.

“I fell in love with it and kept
doing it and kept adding on more
things,” Barber said. “I started to

realize I could really belong, and
I found my place in FFA.”

Barber did not show animals
during her time in FFA, but in-
stead she focused her time on the
communications for the chapter
and other organizations she was
involved in, Hoerbert said. She
started as the chapter reporter in
10th grade, Hoerbert added.

Her agricultural communica-
tions Supervised Agricultural
Experience project and profi-
ciency was with her completing
the reporter book, Hoerbert said.
Being the communication com-
mittee chair, Barber managed the
public relations for the chapter,
she added.

“For my SAE, I was in charge
of the newsletter we did for my
city and also the one for my school
and district,” Barber said. “I fo-
cused on writing, speaking and

photography within my SAE.”

In Lawton, no one was taking
pictures of the livestock shows,
Barber said. She had seen some of
the bigger shows like Oklahoma
Youth Expo and Tulsa State Fair,
and they all had professional pho-
tographers.

“I love taking pictures,” Barber
said. “This was a given, and my
ag teacher had some connections
with people who ran the livestock
shows.

“I didn’t have a camera at
the time, but my ag teacher did,”
Barber said. “She lent me hers,
and I started taking pictures at our
shows. Eventually, we got areally
neat technology grant at my school
to where we got three brand new
cameras.”

Barber’ s passion for photogra-
phy inspired her FFA adviser to
contact a livestock photography
company, Final Drive Photogra-
phy, said Dusty Oldenberg, co-
owner of Final Drive Photography
and a mentor to Barber.

“We are a livestock photogra-
phy company based in Oklahoma,
but we travel all over the country
taking photos of livestock shows
as well as the Oklahoma FFA State
Convention,” Oldenberg said.
“Because of all the connections,
Gabby came to work for us after
her ag teachers asked if she could
come in and help us out.”

The objective of Final Drive
photography is to bring in youth
who want to take pictures and
teach them about how to use a
camera, deal with the public and
work in the industry, Oldenburg
said.

“We usually have livestock
kids who want to take pictures,”
Oldenberg said. “So, it was kind
of a whole new round for us and
an eye opener for both Gabby and
myself in the sense she had a dif-
ferent perspective of the industry
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she wanted to show.

“She wanted to show people
you don’t have to be a traditional
ag kid; you don’t have to show
livestock to do this thing,” Old-
enberg said. “I probably learned
more from Gabby than she ever
learned from me.”

Barber’s focus is to commu-
nicate how agriculture works
and its importance to the public,
Hoerbert said.

“She had never been to a live-
stock show until we started teach-
ing her how to photograph live-
stock,” Hoerbert said. “She had
never been to a ranch until she was
probably a junior in high school
when she was giving speeches
about different animal agriculture
topics.”

Barber has a gift of relating
to the public and explaining all
aspects of agriculture, Hoerbert
said.

“She was very good with the
public, and her communication
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skills are second to none,” Olden-
berg said. “She has a love for ag-
riculture, even though she doesn’t
have the background, and she is
adamant about educating the con-
sumer, and I think it is something
we as traditional agriculturists
lack. I’'m going to put all of us in
this category.

“As agriculturalists, we don’t
do a good enough job educating
the general population,” Olden-
berg said.

Barber was great at putting
her own spin on it, making sure
to show a side of agriculture the
general public would understand
and relate to, Oldenberg added.

“Every person she came in
contact with would leave fully
educated about agriculture,” Old-
enberg said.

Barber’s background gives her
the unique opportunity to relate
with all sides and explain the truth
to the public, Barber said.

“Only about 2 percent of the

population is involved in agricul-
ture, so there are many who have
been misinformed and misled,”
Barber said.

“I’'m a scientist and an agri-
culturalist. I have the confidence
and education to correct someone
when they say something untrue
about agriculture. My background
and knowledge of science allow
meto do this.”

Barber is going to school at
Oklahoma State University to ma-
jor in biochemistry and molecular
biology.

“She wants to do research to
create genetically enhanced trees
that have a natural fire retardant,”
Oldenberg said. “She is very pas-
sionate about it. Her education has
always been extremely important
to her.”

On top of achieving what she
has and educating others, Barber
has consistently focused on her
education, Hoerbert said. Of the
more than 300 kids in her class,
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Barber was valedictorian, Hoer-
bert added.

“Even though she is not major-
ing in agricultural communica-
tions, she has a love and passion
for agriculture,” Oldenberg said.
“She will never stop advocating
for agriculture, for us as farmers
and ranchers, and educating the
public about the truth.”

Barber has set the bar high for
all FFA members by proving non-
traditional agriculture education
students still have a place in FFA,
and anyone can make a difference
in agriculture, Hoerbert said.

“Gabby and others like her are
the future for agriculture,” Olden-
berg said. “We as agriculturalists
need to understand this, accept
them and help them.”

It is a new era in agriculture,
and it needs to continue to be
recognized if agriculture is going
to survive, Hoerbert said.

“We need more Gabbys in ag-
riculture,” Oldenberg said. .
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Regenerative Agriculture Techniques
Improve Citizen Potawatomi Land

By Mary Zook, Citizen Potawatomi Nation Public Information Department

Just like a building needs a
strong, stable foundation to last,
soil also requires a solid base to
grow the plants necessary to feed
and clothe the world’s population.
Indigenous agriculture techniques
have understood this principal
since time immemorial, but now
modern agriculture is catching
up.

“We as Potawatomi people,
our traditional beliefs and our
teachings —original teachings
and original instructions — are
as people to take care of all of
our relatives. And that’s not
just human relatives,” said CPN
Community Garden Assistant
Kaya DeerInWater. “We knew
that growing monocultures per-
petually was not going to work
out long term. Our ancestors knew
that, and that’s why we came up
with a polyculture, multi-copping
system. We figured that out long,
long before corn even got to us in
the Great Lakes.”

Employing regenerative ag-
riculture methods improves land
quality by encouraging plant and
organism diversification while de-
creasing land disturbance and in-
creasing biodiversity and organic
material. Planting cover crops
offers producers an opportunity
to incorporate those approaches.
Because of this, the Citizen Pota-
watomi Nation co-hosted a Cool
Season Cover Crop Field Day
on Dec. 6 at the CPN Cultural
Heritage Center to educate farm-
ers from across the region on
restorative methods that sequester
carbon and rebuild the soil.

“As soon as we went down,
saw what could happen, and saw
the differences (cover crops) can
make in your soil, and all the
good that it can do, it immediately
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became something that CPN was
interested in,” said Tonya Kitch-
ens, CPN Real Estate Services
Agriculture Program manager.
As a CPN tribal member and
employee, Kitchens believes in
the importance of mindful land
management.

“It’s forward-thinking. It is
working now for something that
our children and great-grand-
children will benefit from,” she
explained during the workshop.
“If we don’t take care of the fu-
ture of agriculture, no one else is
going to.”

According to the Department
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Local contractor Lance Coker educates fellow producers during the
cover crop field day.

of Agriculture’s Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service, five
basic principles help maintain and
improve soil health. These include
ensuring year-round ground cov-
erage and plant growth, no-tillage
practices and diversified pro-
duction including implementing
rotations and sowing cover crops
during non-cash crop growing
seasons.

“It’s a big focus, especially
with the legacy of the Dust Bowl
that sadly Oklahoma is still trying
to recover from,” DeerInWater
explained. During the 1920s and
‘30s, approximately 350 mil-

lion tons of soil blew away from
Kansas, Texas and Oklahoma and
other portions of the Great Plains
because of agricultural practices
like sod busting that removed
native plants and root systems.
Cover crops serve as an oppor-
tunity to reverse the Dust Bowl’s
impact across the region.

Tribal Land Management

The Nation currently has sever-
al agricultural endeavors including
a community garden, 2,000 acres
of land set aside for row crops,
1,100 acres for hay production,
154 acres for sod and 3,200 acres
in land leases. Lance Coker of
Circle C Farms in Pottawatomie
County leases 132 acres of land
from CPN.

“I’ve always been reading
about these cover crops, and in
the past, I’ve just always done
traditional agricultural practices.
And I mean, I made money at it,
but [ knew there was a better way,”
Coker said. “T’ve read about this
stuff and I thought, ‘Man, I don’t
want to use up all my water for
my crops.’”

During a hunting trip to south-
west Oklahoma, Coker learned
about remediation techniques
Russ Jackson uses on his family
farm. After meeting Jackson, he
began looking for ways to utilize
the same production methods.

On 45 acres of CPN land near
state Highway 177, Coker recently
began incorporating no-till prac-
tices and in fall 2019, planted a
blend of cool-season cover crops
including wheat, rye, vetch, Aus-
trian winter peas, alfalfa, and
brassicas like daikon radishes and
turnips.

As Coker has experienced
firsthand, sowing cover crops
can result in greater yields. For
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example, according to Sustainable
Agriculture Research & Educa-
tion Program’s 2017 Cover Crop
Survey, corn farmers were able
to harvest 2.3 additional bushels
per acre.

“On one of my corn crops, I cut
my nitrogen back a third and made
20 more bushels an acre than what
I did on my conventional till,”
Coker said.

Nitrogen, phosphorus and
potassium are the “Big Three”
primary macronutrients produc-
ers use to fertilize. Regenerative
agriculture techniques seek op-
portunities to naturally restore
key nutrient levels, decreasing
the need to add synthetic chemi-
cals to achieve adequate growing
conditions.

“A lot of soil health can be
like a car,” said Shawn Fleming,
NRCS resource conservationist,
during the Dec. 6 workshop. “The
main thing is, just don’t keep it
parked in the garage.”

The concept is relatively sim-
ple: reduce the input. Rather than
going to the local co-op or seed
store to purchase inorganic nitro-
gen, regenerative agriculture seeks
opportunities to use and increase
the overall levels of organic nitro-
gen. This method also increases
the number of living organisms
under the earth by creating an en-
vironment that is more conducive
to their needs.

According to a NRCS fact
sheet, “An incredible diversity
of bacteria, protozoa, arthropods,
nematodes, fungi and earthworms
create a hidden food web in the
soil that affects how crops grow,
how soil nutrients are cycled
and whether rainfall is quickly
absorbed into the soil and stays
where crop roots can access that
moisture.”

Since DeerInWater began over-
seeing Bodewadmi Widoktadwen
Gtegan (CPN Community Garden)
in 2018, he has incorporated tech-
niques to improve soil quality and
influence overall garden health.

“When you use regenerative
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Greg Scott, soil scientist for Oklahoma Conservation Commission, examines the health of soil on a plot of
land owned by Citizen Potawatomi Nation.

agricultural practices, the land
is more resilient. It’s basically
just mimicking nature in a way,”
DeerInWater explained. “It’s us-
ing principals, but it’s not exactly
like nature.”

Like most gardens, Bodewad-
mi Widoktadwen Gtegan produces
during the warm season. To ensure
year-round ground cover, staff and
volunteers have planted a mixture
of cool season cover crops the past
two years.

“We wanted to keep live plants
in the soil to keep the beneficial
soil biota happy and active,” Deer-
InWater said.

Drought and Flood
M anagement

Conventional agriculture
utilizes tillage, which removes
underground root systems and
decreases the ground’s ability to
absorb water.

“One of the big things thatI've
been trying to do on my farm is
maximize rainfall capture,” said
Russ Jackson, farmer from Moun-
tain View, Oklahoma, during the
Dec. 6 workshop.

“When you’re doing a tillage
system like we’ve done for 130
years, it’s always too wet or it’s
always too dry,” Jackson said.

Jackson farms in southwest and
western Oklahoma, and the region
tends to be one of the driest in the
state with only an average of 32
inches of rain per year compared
to Pottawatomie County’s aver-
age of 41. Western Oklahoma’s
precipitation often falls in large
amounts over a very short period
of time, and it is not uncommon to
go more than 100 days with less
than a quarter inch of rain.

Cover crops and regenerative
agriculture techniques keep the
root systems intact, loosening the
soil, which results in greater water
retention. Planting mixtures mim-
ics the natural and diverse plants
that once grew.

“You increase the soil health
and you increase the water holding
capacity, which decreases runoff
and erosion. With the water hold-
ing capacity, if you ever had a
drought, your lands - using those
practices - are more able to with-

stand dry periods for longer be-
cause of that healthy soil structure
and because of the healthy plant
community,” DeerInWater said.

Plant variety ensures the earth
has root systems at different levels
and offers the microbial organisms
living below ground more oppor-
tunities to thrive. By incorporating
these techniques, the Jacksons in-
creased absorption rate on one plot
of land from 6/10 an inch of rain
per hour to 2.7 inches. The Nation
hopes to have similar results.

“Using those practices that
take care of the land and take
care of the soil and take care of
the animals and the birds and the
pollinators is culturally congruent
with our teachings,” DeerInWater
said. “With all of our success,
we are able to have the luxury to
rethink about the way that we’re
doing things and to regain our cul-
tural practices so that our values
as a Nation are aligned with our
management practices.”

Learn more about CPN’s gar-
den programming and workshops
at potawatomi.org/events. ®
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Core Vaccines Every Horse Needs

There are many possible dreadful diseases
that horses can contract through various insect
vectors, ticks, wildlife and even wounds that
are rather easy to prevent with routine core vac-
cinations. Oklahoma has just about every insect
known to man to offer, as all Oklahomans are
fully aware of especially in the spring and
summer, making it a very good environment
for some of these key viruses to spread. The
five types of diseases that will be discussed
in this article are commonly referred to as the
deadly five, and that is why they make the core
vaccine list because if one of these diseases is
contracted it can be game over for your horse.
Before spring arrives, the core vaccines should
be on every horse owners to do list as a com-
mon health care checklist that should be just as
routine as deworming and dental care.

The American Association of Equine
Practitioners (AAEP) and American Vet-
erinary Medical Association (AVMA) have
established key guidelines for vaccinations
for horses that are required based on risk to
the public and to the horse themselves. The
five diseases listed as core vaccines are Rabies,
Tetanus, Eastern equine encephalomyelitis
virus, Western equine encephalomyelitis virus
and West Nile virus.

The AVMA defines core vaccinations as
those “that protect from diseases that are en-
demic to a region, those with potential public
health significance, required by law, virulent/
highly infectious, and/or those posing a risk
of severe disease. Core vaccines have clearly
demonstrated efficacy and safety, and thus ex-
hibit a high enough level of patient benefit and
low enough level of risk to justify their use in
the majority of patients.” (AAEP website)

The reason these deadly five diseases are
listed as core vaccines is because they pose a
possible public health risk, are highly virulent
or infectious, have a high mortality rate and
can be effectively controlled with routine
vaccination with great efficacy. It’s important
to remember that vaccines are not 100percent
effective for every disease but well worth that
risk when it comes to protect against these five
deadly diseases.

There are many other diseases that horses
may or may not need to be protected against
with vaccinations. These diseases are listed un-
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der “risk based” immunizations depending on
travel, environment, geographic circumstances
and even competition/racing venue require-
ments before entering into an event. With re-
cent localized outbreaks of equine herpes virus
at race tracks, shows and barrel races, many
venues and race tracks require very recent
vaccinations for these viruses before permit-
ted onto the grounds. Here is a list of risked
based diseases vaccinations are available for:
Anthrax, botulism, equine herpes virus 1 &
4, equine viral arteritis, influenza, rotaviral
diarrhea and strangles. These diseases and the
risk of contracting them must be weighed on
an individual horse bases versus the risk of the
vaccine itself.

Many vaccines today that are available for
horses have all core vaccines in one shot except
rabies. One vaccine provider has developed the
first all five core diseases in one single vaccine.
Horses just like other species require multiple
boosters to generate an appropriate immune
response to be protective. For unvaccinated
horses or horses that don’t have a documented
vaccine history it is recommended to have at
least one booster four to six weeks after the
first dose to get an adequate response and then
annually after that. In some endemic areas of

the country with higher cases of West Nile and
other viral encephalomyelitis diseases due to
prolonged mosquito vector season it is often
recommended to have a booster in the mid-to-
late summer to have added protection against
these particular viruses.

Below is a breakdown of each disease and
its importance for your horse and even yourself
to be protected against.

Rabies

Highly deadly virus that is unsurvivable
for any mammal that contracts the disease
and begins to show clinical signs, even for
humans. As of 2016 only four people have
survived rabies infection after showing clini-
cal signs, so the odds are very poor. One of
the most difficult aspects of rabies in horses
is the variability of clinical signs. Horses can
display two clinical manifestations of the dis-
ease: Furious/Mad form or Dumb/Stuporous
but really it can look like anything early on.
Veterinarians are trained that rabies can display
almost as anything and should always be on the
list for a horse that presents with neurologic
symptoms, especially horses with no vaccine
history for rabies. Horses can display colic,
ataxia, blindness, hypersalivation, depression,
weakness and even lameness. Also there is no
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ante-mortem test meaning thereis
no test to confirm rabies until the
horse is dead or euthanized and
the brain is collected for testing.
Rabies is transmitted via bites
from infected rabid wildlife such
as skunks (highest transmitter in
Oklahoma), raccoons, fox and
bats.
EEE/WEE

Eastern and Western equine en-
cephalomyelitis is transmitted like
other viral enchephalitides via the
mosquito vector. Clinical signs are
neurologic signs of ataxia, blind-
ness, head pressing or head tilt,
recumbency, seizures and paraly-
sis of the throat/tongue. Only up to
15percent of horses survive EEE.
WEE has a better survival rate up
to SOpercent and has very similar
sign as EEE. Birds are common
carriers of EEE/WEE and are the
reservoir for these viruses.

West Nile

A very commonly know virus
that is also transmitted by mosqui-
toes to horses, humans, birds and
other mammals. Birds again are
the largest reservoir for this virus.
The virus affects the central ner-
vous system by creating inflam-
mation around the brain and spinal
cord. Symptoms or clinical signs
are fever, depression, muscle fas-
ciculations, weakness and ataxia.
The severity of the disease is horse
dependent and not all horses get
the disease but among those horses
that do about 1/3 will die from it.
Also almost half of horses will
have lasting neurologic effects
from the disease.

Tetanus

The causative bacterium was
first discovered in 1884 by inject-
ing wound exudates from humans
with tetanus into animals leading
to the discovery that Clostridium
tetani is the causative bacteria.
The bacteria is found everywhere
in the environment including the
soil and manure of horses. Horses
are rather sensitive to the neuro-
toxin produced from Clostridium
tetani that leads to the clinical
signs of tetanus. The bacteria
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enter the horse’s body through
wounds, cuts or even surgical
wounds such as castration sites.
The spores of the bacteria turn
into the vegetative form when it
begins to grow and replicate. The
neurotoxin produced from the
bacteria enters the central nervous
system by peripheral nerves. The
clinical signs of tetanus are muscle
spasms, stiffness, prolapsed third
eyelids, extended head and neck,
elevated tail and retracted lips.
As the disease progresses, horses
will become recumbent and have
difficulty breathing. Life saving
treatments can be implemented to
save the infected horses but still up
to 75percent of horses will die.
What all these disease have in
common besidesdeath isthat these
deaths are extremely excruciating,
painful and miserable. There is
no doubt from seeing these cases
personally and from watching
teaching videos that these horses
are suffering enormously. What
makes it even more difficult and
disheartening when we see these
cases is that they are so easily
preventable with vaccination. The
bottom line is that vaccines can
save your horse’s life from these
deadly diseases and vaccines are
rather inexpensive especially

compared to the expense of trying
to treat the horse once they are ill.
Please talk to your veterinarian
about getting your horse or horses

protected with core vaccinations
and if any other vaccinations are
necessary based on your situa-

tion. &
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“ Great things come from hard
work and perseverance. No ex-
cuses.” -Kabe Bryant

Strolling through Facebook
this week I saw all kinds of quotes
made by Kobe Bryant being
posted by fans and the media.

When I saw the above quote,
| had to stop and re-read it again.
The quote touched me on a level
| had not expected.

It is such a simple quote yet so
powerful. While I know Bryant
applied it to his sport of basketball,
the quote fit the sport of rodeo like
my favorite boots - perfectly.

The quote also made think of
my young friend Payton Barnes.
I do not know the exact day or
year when I first met Payton, but
I do recall she was a tiny little
thing, probably around the age of
seven, and rode a cute little horse
by the name of Charlie. I remem-
ber watching her and thinking to
myself, “That kid can ride and
handles a rope like a pro.”

As I stated in one of my previ-
ous articles, the sport of rodeo
is different from other sports. In
other sports, such as basketball,
there are several team members,
making it easy to substitute play-
ers as needed. If one player is
having a bad day, another member
can be substituted in.

In rodeo you cannot substitute.
It is only that contestant and his/
her team player is the horse they
are competing on in events such
as barrel racing and the roping
events.

In the rough stock portion of
rodeo, the rodeo contestant is
competing against the animal they
areriding.

To make it even more difficult,
in the sport of rodeo a ride/run
from start to finish generally last
less than 30 seconds.

That is not much time, and
those contestants rarely get a sec-
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NoO EXxcuses

By Ddee Haynes

Payton and her horse Charlie competing in the breakaway roping. (Photo
courtesy of the Barnes family)

ond chance if it doesn’t go well.

Rodeo is not for the weak of
heart nor for the lazy. Rodeo takes
hours and hours of practice. It
requires skill, sacrifices, mental
focus as well as the determination
to keep going, even when it would
be easier to quit. I have seen all
these qualities in my young cow-
girl friend Payton.

Today, Payton is now 13 years-
old, an eighth grader at Calumet,
Okla., and one of the best young
ropers I have ever had the privi-
lege to watch.

It has been fun to see her
mature in age and in her roping

skills. When Payton backs into the
roping box her entire demeanor
changes. She literally goes from
a carefree young girl who just
minutes before had been laugh-
ing and chatting with friendsto a
fierce competitor.

When she backs her horse into
the roping box, it is easy to see
sheand her horse are prepared and
they mean business.

Payton and her parents, Billy
and Wendy Barnes, have poured
their time, energy, finances and
heart into the sport of rodeo.

As a rodeo parent myself, |
know the sacrifices that are made

not only by the young contestants,
but also by the parents of those
contestants. The old term “any-
thing worth doing ain’t easy” is
an understatement.

Through all her hard work and
her parents’ support, Payton has
had a very successful career for
such a young cowgirl, despite the
heartache of losing her best horse
and partner, Seven, to a traumatic
case of colic.

Seven was the step-up horse
from her pony Charlie, whom Pay-
ton first started roping on. Losing
Seven was devastating. However,
being the tough cowgirl that she is,
Payton climbed onto her current
horse, a mare named Bunny, and
kept moving forward.

Payton competes in the Heart
of Oklahoma Youth Rodeo Asso-
ciation, (HOYRA) in break-away-
roping, ribbon roping, tie down
roping, steer stopping and team
roping. In team roping she can
rope either the head or the heels.

Payton is also a member of the
Oklahoma Junior High School
Rodeo Association (OKJHSRA)
where she competes in the girls’
break-away roping, ribbon rop-
ing along with her ribbon runner
Brody Thiessen, and in team rop-
ing with her partners Cutter Cain
and Trigger Hargrove.

In addition to rodeo, Payton
enjoys playing basketball, doing
day-work with her dad, helping
her granddad with his western
pleasure horses as well as working
with her colt.

A few of the big successes
Payton has made in the HOYRA
are 2018 10-13 Girls” All Around,
Champion Break-away roper,
Champion Header in the team
roping, Champion Steer Stop-
ping, and second inthe Tie-Down
roping.

In 2017-2018 season of the
OKJHSRA Payton ended the
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season as fifth in the girls’ break-
away and sixth place, along with
her partner, in the team roping.

With the 2019-2020 OKJH-
SRA about to kick off, it’s spring
season, Payton has her sights set
on qualifying for the National
Junior High School Rodeo Fi-
nals. In order to qualify she must
be in the top four of the state of
Oklahoma.

Payton’s long-term goals are
to continue to rodeo all the way
through the college level and to
eventually become a veterinar-
ian.

I have no doubt in my mind,
as | have witnessed it firsthand,
that Payton not only has the skills
to accomplish her goals, she also
has the determination, work ethic
and perseverance needed.

Remember the name “Payton
Barnes” because I have no doubt - s et I
this girl is going to be big things! PP S G R R e f.-\_:_' s

Until next time.... B

Payton catching some heels. (Photo courtesy of the Barnes family)
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By Jesse Kader

Walk into spring in style. What better
way to say hello to sunshine and warmer
weather than dresses, flowers and bold
embroidery? Add some western flare
with your favorite pair of boots or hat.
Find these looks and more at www.

| jessegiewelz.com. @
A2

3
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Let me start off by saying that
| am not a sentimental person.
| have buried horses and dogs
without ever so much as a tear
because | know that everything
hasitstime. | encourage my hus-
band to sell horses, old saddlesand
bits when money is a little tight
because what good is something
if you can’t sell it anyway? Very
rarely do| stop totakeinthesight
before me because after al, it's
the same land | have lived on for
years. That is, until | moved to
Oklahoma.

Particularly, spring in Okla-
homa. It isanatural phenomenon
like none | have known before.
That is when the new year really
starts for me. The dead grass and
leaves seem to disappear before
your eyes and are replaced with
vibrant flower buds and the smell
of new Bermuda sprouting in the
pasture. It's like nature itself is
encouraging you to start fresh
screaming, “If | can do it, so can
you!”

The North Canadian River sits
right behind our house, and | can
count on it coming alive every
spring. The nightly downpours fill
it to the brim making it my alarm
clock every morning. Thisis one
of those rare moments where |
let the land move me to tears. |
allow myself to walk outside and
be sentimental because God has
allowed metolivein such aplace:
aplace where water and grass are
abundant for the well-being of
the livestock and the enjoyment
of the people.

A few springs ago, we let our-
selves roam the North Canadian
when we couldn’t take theroaring
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By Summer McMillen

anymore. We climbed down its
bank with our fishing poles and
saltinesand sat theretaking in the
warm sunset. Of course, our hopes
were not entirely sentimental. We
had our sights sat on a big, juicy
catfish. Where I come from, there
is no fishing to speak of so you
could say | was dlightly disillu-
sioned with visions of myself fil-
leting the catfish on the riverbank
and roasting it over an open fire
with lemon and salt. My husband
humored me, and we sat there for

(Photos courtesy of Summer McMillen)

hours before he finally caught
a record-breaking alligator gar.
By “record breaking” | mean the
smallest one | have ever seen. We
threw it back in the roaring river,
deciding to let it live another day
and headed into town for a Sonic
cheeseburger.

| have not been disheartened,
but instead | have redirected my
efforts to packing our picnic be-
fore we go fishing. Beef and potato
burritos with a side of stewed
apples are much more appealing

than alligator gar with a side of
aligator gar.

| am a western housewife,
true, but every spring | spend in
Oklahoma | become more and
morelikealittle cowgirl again. No
worriesand no burdens except for
the onesthat aretelling me | must
go outside before anyone else so
I can be the first to see what the
day holds. So, let me be the first
to say hello to spring. This non-
sentimental lady has missed you

greatly. @,
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Diamond@Corrals

Expansion in the

Diamond W Corral Family!
¢ Made of 3” x 2“ 14 T
gauge rectangle tubing
+ Multiple gates add to
the ease of movement
¢ Equipped with lights &
a 2” ball hitch and jack

-

- Silo Cleaning
- Berm & Tank Cleaningy¢
- Scale Pit Cleaning
* Pressure Washing

CALL US TODAY

Patent Pending

¢ Dual wheel axle, provides smooth pull at 405-408-0578
highway speed

PRESTON@RUFNEXOILFIELD.COM

P P T _. _' o Patent Pending
Burlington Welding, LLC
1101 Industrial Blvd, Cherokee, OK 73728

(580) 596-3381

www.diamondwcorrals.com

" hdoors.cofn

 Remote camera view and gate control via mobile app
* Motion alerts via email or text notification

» View camera live or recordings via mobile 4G sim card
* Seamless gate activation with minimal control delay

* 12V/90W solar panel with 2-16 amp hour batteries

e Trapping and removal services available

Feeders
e Skid mounted feeders for maximum mobility
* Feeders for every application
» Select packages include a fully automated feeder
* Customer designs available at request

Feeder Filling Trailers
» Up to 8000 Ibs of easy feed distribution from one trailer
« A selection of motor sizes available to fit your needs
¢ Single or tandem axles
e Qur line of feeder filling trailers are just what you need to
fill up your feeders fast and easy!
Try it today!
Feeder Filling Trailers now available for rent!
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4 Face to face meetings with mineral owners

& Mineral owner conferences to engage and participate

& Leasing minerals to participate in wells together

& Buying minerals to grow our family-owned business, and
help others.

& Offering more resources to mineral owners about what

they own.

We are grateful for the opportunity to be in Oklahoma
and want all of you to know, we are here to be your
partner, your fellow mineral owner and a source for you

to sell and/or lease your minerals.
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We are buyers. We are transparent and fair. We see
ourselves as part of an exclusive group of mineral owners
in the state of Oklahoma. We want to meet you, talk with
you, share our knowledge if asked and help improve the

value and overall mineral market.

GET A BIRD'S EYE VIEW OF YOUR MINERALS TO SEE
WHAT'S HAPPENING ON AND AROUND YOUR
PROPERTY.

JOIN OUR UPCOMING MINERAL OWNER MEETUP.

RECEIVE A FIRST OR SECOND OPINION ON YOUR
MINERALS.

Contact us for direct, and up-front answers to your questions.
ECKARD

LAND & ACQUISITION

(800) 527-8895 | www.elaminerals.com
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Cts f Unest

Bert Hutson has always had an affinity for livestock nutrition, a passion that can be traced back to
his days as an FFA member and working on his father’s dairy farm. That interest has helped Huston
create and grow alarge herd of Angus cattle that regularly bring premium prices not only at his annual
sale but also in private treaty transactions.

At 80 yearsold, the EIk City rancher has no plansto slow down. His seventh annual bull sale, held in

January, averaged nearly $1,000 more per bull than the previousyear, and he and histeam are constantly
working to improve their product.

While Bert himself is progressive, he also believes in doing what works for his program — not
following in the path of others.
Continued on page 32
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5M at its Jinest

Continued from page 31
The Beginning of the
Cattle Business

Bert wasbornin 1939 and grew
up working on his father, Martin
Hutson's, dairy farm in the early
1940s. “ It was hard work. Whether
you liked them or not, you milked
cows every morning before you
went to school. | fed sileage with
apitchfork and alittle trailer and
dipped it out. | would feed and
milk in the morning and smell
like sileage all day at school,” he
recalled.

That first dairy farm was near
Canute, Okla. “We milked cows
sowe could havealittle money to
buy grocerieswith. Wedidn’t have
electricity then and milked cows
with a gasoline motor running a
vacuum pump. We got electricity
in the latter part of 1948, and we
felt like there’d never be another
poor day,” Bert shared.

Soon after, around 1950, the
elder Hutson built a dairy barn
with a concrete floor. A health
inspector named Troy Hicks
came out to inspect the operation.
“Therewasalot of milk being sold
in Elk City at the time, but it was
Grade C, whichiswhat they make
cheesewith. My dad got to sell the
first Grade A milk in Elk City to
Braden Dairy,” he said.

The dairy business rocked
along steadily for several years,
but when Martin received a ter-
rifying diagnosis, it seemed that
life was going to change.

Bert himself had just graduated
high school and was only four
daysinto ajob of unloading lum-
ber for a lumberyard in Clinton.
“In 1959 dad was having some
trouble seeing, and it wound up
that he had pituitary gland cancer.
He got amessagethat he had to go
to the doctor in the city then or it
would be too late,” Bert said.
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Back then, a daily trek to and
from Oklahoma City would have
been too much, and Martin was
advised to sell his dairy. “I told
him ‘No, you're not going to do
that.” | knew my job at the time
wasn'timportant, so hewent tothe
doctor and | went to the dairy and
milked his cows and fed them,”
he said.

A couple months went by
before Martin was able to travel
home to check on his dairy, in-
cluding a small herd of heifers
Bert had been caring for. “You
know, back then you just raised
everything as poor as you could.
Hedidn’t have much money, but |
went and bought some cottonseed
meal and mixed it with hissileage
and fed those heifers.” He added,
“What was real funny was when
he came down to the lots and
looked around. He saw those heif-
ers and asked where | got them.

Top photo A fevv of the bulls at Hutson Angus Farm. Bottom: Bert and
Sue Hutson have been married more than 50 years. (Photos courtesy
of Hutson Angus Farm)

He didn't believe they were the would add some much-needed

same ones that were there when protein to the heifers’ diet. “We

he'd left.” just fed them silage, which wasn’'t
Bert knew the cottonseed meal  Continued on page 34

OKFR®&



4 sscreore i il ll facebook RSNy

X W%&w

P ERICANWORKERS aw,,ggp

= =_h MADE INTHER.

—E=

_-—‘_a._

IHMPROVED

T “‘; I
1THE S(IENTIFIC

ORDER, ~= ﬂﬁfﬁcﬁoﬁéﬂﬁﬁﬁ

ow! . [
SIPE & STREL NERRD -

844-737-8507 GobobOklahoma.com

WWW.OKFRONLINE.COM MARCH 2020 | 33




_- PROFILE

5M at its Jinest

Continued from page 32

high protein, so | just added some
stuff toit. | was awaysinterested
in that stuff in FFA. We’d figure
out rations and things. He (Mar-
tin) always said, ‘I can’t believe
those heifers look like that,””
Bert said.

L uckily, the Hutsons managed
to save the dairy. Martin finally
sold it in 1964 and moved north
to Kansas. “He always liked to
farm the black land and he took
all hisdairy equipment. Hetried to
get me to come up there and help
him with a dairy, but | never did
go,” hesaid.

Bert stayed in Oklahomawork-
ing as atruck driver for hisuncle
and dipped his toes into several
other ventures. “I was into one
thing and then the other. | did a
little custom hay baling. | had a
little trouble where they couldn’t
keep my heart slowed down, and
they told me | had to get out of the
trucks and exercise, so | bought a
24 hour truck stop, and | got alot
of exercise doing that,” he said.

While the truck stop business
was doing well, tragedy struck
when one of the workers was
shot and killed during an armed
robbery.

After that, Bert had trouble
finding anyone to work overnight.
Luckily, he had many friendswho
wanted him to get back into the
hay business, so he and a friend
started custom cutting and bal-
ing.

“Then in April of 1971, | had
aneighbor move herefrom Texas
who was an oilfield guy who was
amud engineer. He called me up
and said, ‘You kick that hay off
that truck and come haul mud for
us.” | said, “Well, gally, it's nine
o'clock at night,” and he just told
me that’s the mud business,’” he
laughed.
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After agreeing, Bert took off to
Canadian, Texas, butit wasraining
and misting, and his truck didn’t
have aheater or adefroster. “ So, |
just turned around and came back.
| said, ‘Hey, you want your mud
hauled? Call during the day,’” he
laughed. “They told me to fix the
heater and that was in the fall of
1971, and | haven't been caught
up since. | started out with an old
$400 GMC hay truck.”

Bert was custom baling and
hauling mud, which meant that
hiswife, Sue, and hisson, Johnny,
also had to pitch in. “The oilfield
guyswould call meat threeor four
in the afternoon, and I'd have to
get on the truck. If | was baling
or cutting, I'd tell my wife and
she would come finish running
the baler or the swather. When
our son got a little older, around
nine, he and aneighbor boy would
comewith my wifeand shewould
let one of them run the tractor one
round, and then the other would
runit oneround. Thelast guy that
| can remember that was aways
telling people about Sue baling

Top photo: Bert next to one of the GrowSafe Systems on the farm. Bot-
tom: The cattle are tested on a high roughage ration that contains mostly
hay and sileage (grown at Hutson Angus Farm), along with wet distillers
and very little corn or cottonseed. (Photos by Savannah Magoteaux)

passed away about six monthsago
at 91 yearsold,” Bert said.

Hutson Angus Ranch

Bert and Sue were married in
1964, and lived just outside of Elk
City on three-and-a-half acresfor
severa years. In 1975, some land
west of Elk City cameup for sale.
It wasin bad shape; grown up with
no buildings, save for two small
sheds. Still, the couple didn’t

think it would be something they
could afford.

“Everyone in the country had
looked at thisproperty. Two years
before, cotton had been up to 60
or 70 cents, and in those days, that
was a lot of money, so the cotton
farmers made a lot of money in
that time, but they all bought new
tractors and equipment. Well,
come to 1975, and cotton was at
18 cents, so they were having to
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make paymentson thosetractors. |
didn’t havealot of peoplebidding
against me.

“The morning of thesale| was
kind of disgusted, and | told Sue,
‘I don’'t believe we'll go with
everybody looking at the place.’
Shesaid, ‘Nope, we' velooked at it
so much, we're going over there.’
It'sthe best thing we ever did. We
bought it for a song, and | don’t
sing very well,” he said.

Although Bert was focused on
his trucking business, the Hutson
family began to venture into
the cattle industry, starting with
Limousines. “I don’'t remember
exactly how we got into that busi-
ness, but we' d seethem around the
shows and stuff, and they |ooked
pretty good. They would have a
good rear end on them and alot of
meat. Onething led to another, and
we' d go to asale and buy abetter
one. Thenwegot to showing them
because my kidswereyoung. Y ou
know, we'd go to town and could
get reserve grand champion right
behind the big boys, soweenjoyed
it,” he said. “We never put all the
effort out like a lot of the show
people did. | can’t recall exactly
why | started out with them, but
knowing me, there's no telling. |
probably saw one somewhere.”

Whiledaughter Angiehad alot
of success showing Limousines,
Bert noticed the cattle industry
was changing to favor the Angus
breed. In 1997 Bert and his son
Johnny headed to the Burch Angus
Salein Mill Creek, Okla., intend-
ing to buy a few head of Angus
he had seen in Clarence Burch's
catalog. “We thought we'd buy a
trailer load. Y ou know, maybe 10
or 15 to get started,” he said.

However, thequality of Burch's
cattle made it impossible for Bert
and Johnny to differentiate be-
tween them to pick out what he
wanted. “I just set myself a price
limit so that | wouldn't pay over
$1,800 to $2,000 for acow,” Bert
laughs. “We went down there to
buy 15 head, and we came back
with two-and-a-half semi loads.

WWW.OKFRONLINE.COM

You couldn’t separate them. One
looked just as good as the other.
They were the true old Aberdeen
Angus breed, and they had never
crossbred.”

Those first loads of cattle be-
came the foundation of the herd
that the farm runs today.

Feed Efficient Cattle

In 1999, acattle nutritionist and
founder of Darlings Nutrition Co.
Don Southerland convinced Bert
to send a group of bulls to Profit
Maker Bulls in Paxton, Neb., to
evaluatethe growth, performance,
and averagedaily gain. All param-
eterswere carefully measured, and
based on the results, Bert decided
to shift his breeding focus to pro-
duce feed-efficient stock. His aim
was now to breed higher-gaining
cattle that require less feed.

“| started out sending six bulls
or so up there, and I’ d add another
one or two each year. The Burch
Angus cattle were showing up
those high numbered cattle up
there. Wegot to leasing abunch of
cattleupin Nebraskaand theleas-
ing deal got really good. A com-
pany came by with a GrowSafe
System and so we started testing
our bullsand climbing theladder,”
Bert shared.

It wasn't long before people
were really after the BH branded
bulls because they could wean
more weight off their cows. “ Then
we started sending heifersup there
and testing those, and when we
started doing that everything be-
gantoimprove. Wewere breeding
the feed efficient heifer to a feed
efficient bull, and it’s really added
to the deal,” he said.

About seven years ago, the
Hutsons began having a sale for
the three-year-old bulls tested at
Profit Maker Bulls, and in 2016
they installed a GrowSafe Indi-
vidual Feed Intake Measurement
System and GrowSafe Beef to be
able to test more cattle.

The GrowSafe System is a
company based out of Canada.
Scales are built into the feeders
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Hutson Angus
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arms is more than just a top cattle producer;

farming is also a very important part of the operation. At the age
of 18, Johnny Hutson, son of Bert and Sue, took over the farming
end of the business. Together with Bert he is constantly looking
at how to best utilize their nearly 9,000 acres of land. The land
produces enough feed to provide the cow and bull rations for the
entireyear. Thismix consists mainly of either tritcale, Mega Green

hay and silage.

Inanormal year the farm is ableto not only feed the herd, they
usually have enough surplus to sell - whether it be wheat, tritcale
and sorghum, or a variety of grassesfor hay.

Angie, Bert and Sue’s daughter, is accounts payable for the
cattle/farming operation, while Jennifer, Johnny’s wife, does the
paperwork for the farming aspect of Hutson Angus Farms.

Joe and Krista Sanders, with daughters Jaycee Jo and Nealli have
been managing all aspects of the Hutson Angus Cattle operation
since 2011, including Al’ing, pregnancy checking, managing the
GrowSafe system, heifer and bull development, sale preparation,

and much more.

and waterers. “ One animal can put
their head in one node; they have
an EID tag that readswhich animal
iseating or isat thewaterer. When
they put their head in it starts re-
cording, and they know what each
animal eats. Using the GrowSafe
Beef, which gets a half weight
and can get within one percent of
actual body weight, cuts our test
time by 21 days. Extra handling
can knock an animal off feed, so
this makesit easier,” Bert said.
No longer testing only the
bulls, Hutson Angus now tests
all heifers that are kept for re-
placement females, furthering
their aim to use and market only
the most feed-efficient bulls and
heifers. “We have stayed with

one deal. We're going to work
for our customer, and if you get
the feed efficiency and they see
it, they’ re going to come back and
get your bullsto wean afew more
pounds,” he said. “Now, wedon't
havethe biggest, fattest bull in the
world becausefat and pretty might
aways sell, but it won't always
produce in the pasture. Y ou have
to have something that will con-
vert forage to meat.”

Bert is passionate about the
cattle business and encourages all
ranchers of any size operation to
beinformed about what i s happen-
ingintheindustry. Alwayswilling
to visit with fellow ranchers, the
gates to Hutson Angus Farm is
always open for visitors. (&
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Sleepless in the Country (Part 1) ”

By Beth Watkins

Because we live at the end of
adirt road, we are forced to adopt
people’ sunwanted pets. Currently
we haveamedium sized black and
white dog called Blue. | gave her
that name because when she first
came around she seemed very
blue. She kept her tail between
her legs and her head down. She
most generally stayed curled up
in the front yard. | had seen her
walking down the road toward a
neighbor’shouseafew times, so |
begged Gdubb not to feed her, let
someone else claim her.

One day | came home and she
was sleeping next to the garage,
and for a week it seemed, she
stayed right there. Well, of course
she stayed right there, because
that’s where my soft-hearted
husband had placed her new food
bowl. It wasn’t long until our old
lab, Tootsie, had invited her tothe
back porch, which was about the
same time Biscuit, our barn Kitty,
felt comfortable enough to bring
up her newest two kittens to the
back porch.

Blueisareal sweetheart, | can’t
imagine why anyone would want
to separate themselves from this
littlelady, shedoesn't dig, and she
doesn’t chase cows, were my first
impressions. Since Bluehasfallen
in love with the other occupants
in her life, she has switched gears
from sweet mild-mannered lady to
aggressive protector, either that or
sheisafraid of the dark. At night,
she barks at any little sound, and
that is possibly the reason some-
one kicked her out of their life.

I’'m trying very hard to ap-
preciate her tenacity, because |
actually caught Blue protecting
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the kittens. A coyote came up on
the back porch trying to get the
kittens and Blue came to the res-
cue and attacked. She then chased
the coyote through our yard. The
coyote saved itself by jumping on
top of around hay bale. It seemed
Bluewasgoing to hold that coyote
there, so | ran to get agun, while
calling Gdubb on the phoneto tell
him what just happened and that |
was about to shoot a coyote from
our bathroom window. Helaughed
and then got real serious in his
instructions, “Do not shoot out
of the bathroom window. | can’t
picture you having a clean shot
with my tractors and feed truck
between the house and the hay.” |
assured him | had a straight shot,
but I could tell he meant business
when hetold meto shut theblinds
and step away from thewindow. |

think he has silently regretted not
letting me take the shot because
night after night our sleepisinter-
rupted with Blue's barking. She
must smell a coyote nearby.

One night | heard Blue relent-
lessly barking outside our bath-
room window, while my Romeo
appeared to beresting comfortably
in a blissful sleep so | got up to
check on the situation.

It was not a coyote that was
causing the disturbance. Blue
was standing there barking and
wagging her tail; she was talking
to another dog a half mile down
the road. 1 remember grumbling
on my way back to bed, “I have a
straight shot now.”

In the midst of our coyote
nightmare, some friends of ours
came for a weekend visit. As
we were al getting ready to call

it an evening and head to bed, |
felt 1 should apologize ahead of
time in case Blue disrupted their
sleep. With the morning sun, |
was relieved to find that Blue had
aquiet night and our guests slept
well. We were not so lucky the
next night.

Blue began her call of duty
around 2 a.m. Gdubb grabbed
his spot light and disappeared out
the door to check cows. The rest
of the evening was fairly quiet
until about 4 am. That's when
the barking began, and it seemed
like Blue was chasing something
around the yard. Gdubb jumped
up. | listened to his footsteps and
could tell he went straight to the
bathroom window.

He must have spotted the coy-
ote because| couldtell hishurried
footsteps took him straight to the
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gun cabinet. The next sound wasa
bolt engaging. Then surefootsteps
headed back to the bathroom and
thewindow blindsmade azipping
sound as they flew up the cord.
The opening of the window fol-
lowed. I stuck my fingers in my
ears and hoped that our guests
were heavy sleepers.

Thankfully we didn’t have to
find out, because as quick as the
barking started, it stopped and
Blue was spotted, tail wagging
coming back to the house.

My momma called and asked
me what we were doing this
weekend, | told her Gdubb had just
left to try to call up a coyote and
| was doing laundry and had just
found anew recipefor chickenand
dumplings made in the crockpot.
A friend of mine makes hers that
way with canned biscuits. (Silence
on the other end of the phone)
“Have you ever made chicken
and dumplings like that?’ (Still
silence, making me nervous, so |

began to ramble) “ Of coursel feel
lazy using canned biscuits; Granny
wouldroll over in her graveif she
knew | was using canned biscuits,
but it's worth a shot, right? Mom!
Areyoustill there?” Mommathen
answered, “I’msorry hon, I’'mjust
trying to figure out how and why
Georgeiscalling acoyote.”

| went on to explain to momma
that we have a coyote problem.
Welost acalf toacoyote, anditis
probably sniffing around for more.
Gdubb hasborrowed acoyotecall.
It's a small megaphone looking
gadget that makes sounds like
mice. He strategically hides the
call then sits and waits, armed
and ready.

As | hung up the phone, |
realized, the phrase “calling up
a coyote” just flowed out of my
mouth in casual conversation. |
think the process of transforma-
tion from city girl to country girl
has completed its cycle.

To be continued.... @
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Time: 40 minutes
Servings: 5
Ingredients
* 3 garlic cloves, minced
* 4 oz sun-dried tomatoes
* 2 tablespoons olive oil
¢ 1 1b. chicken breast tenderloins , sliced
* 1/4 teaspoon salt
* 1/4 teaspoon paprika
¢ 1 cup half and half (or use 1/2 cup
heavy cream + 1/2 cup milk)
¢ | cup mozzarella cheese , shredded (do not
use fresh Mozzarella, use pre-shredded)
« 8 oz penne pasta (for gluten free, use gluten
free brown rice pasta)
¢ | tablespoon basil
* 1/4 teaspoon red pepper flakes
¢ 1/2 cup reserved cooked pasta
water or more
¢ 1/4 teaspoon salt to taste
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Sun-Dried Tomato Pasta
with Chicken and Creamy
Mozzarella Sauce

Directions

1. Inalarge skillet, sauté garlic and sun-dried tomatoes (drained from ail) in 2 tablespoons
of alive ail (reserved from the sun-dried tomatoes jar) for 1 minute on medium heat until the
garlicisfragrant.

2. Remove the sun-dried tomatoes from the skillet, leaving the olive ail.

3. Add sliced chicken (salted and lightly covered in paprikafor color) and cook on high heat
for 1 minute on each side. Remove from heat.

4. Cook pasta according to package instructions. Reserve some cooked pasta water. Drain
the pasta.

5. Slice sun-dried tomatoes into smaller pieces and add them back to the skillet with
chicken.

6. To make creamy pasta sauce, add half-and-half and M ozzarella cheese to the skillet, and
bring to a gentle boil.

7. Immediately reduce to smmer and cook, constantly stirring, until all cheese melts and
creamy sauce forms.

8. Add cooked and drained pastato the skillet with the cream sauce, and stir to combine. Add
1 tablespoon of basil and at least 1/4 teaspoon of red pepper flakes. Stir to combine.

9. If the creamy sauceistoo thick: Add about 1/2 cup of reserved cooked pasta water to the
skillet to thin it out. Do not add all of pastawater at once - you might need less or more of it.(®
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101 Ranch Wild West Show
Remembered at Blackwell Event

By Jim Fulbright

101 Ranch founder George
Miller always encouraged his
three sonstothink big, andin 1905
Joe, George and Zack Miller took
hisadviceto heart. Thethree boys
gave the aready highly diversi-
fied 101 Ranch a new direction
when they conceived the idea of
going into show business, stag-
ing what they called “ Oklahoma
GaaDay.”

By this time, the ranch, first
founded on leased property in
Indian Territory in 1879, was
located on thousands of acres
that sprawled across both sides
of the Salt Fork River south of
Ponca City. In 1904 the brothers
had visited the St. Louis World's
Fair where they witnessed large
crowds taking in spectacular dis-
plays of Western showmanship.

They also accompanied atrav-
eling Wild West Show to New
York in early 1905, and those
two trips gave rise to plans for
their own spectacle at the 101
Ranch. It would showcase the
skills of their cowboys and ranch
employees, as well as draw on
Oklahoma's large Native Ameri-
can population. Thanks to the
consent of the U.S. Army, their
plan included the appearance of
captive Apache leader Geronimo,
who was brought to theranch from
Ft. Sill to shoot abuffalo from an
early-day steam-driven car called
a“Locomobile.”

To assure the show’s success,
Joe Miller found a way to cast
the national spotlight on the new
enterprise. He began publishing
the ranch’s own newspaper, the
Bliss Breeze, in the nearby town
of Bliss. The scheme earned him
an automatic membership in the
“National Editorial Association,”
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enabling him to forge an aliance
with several newspaper writers
and persuade them to hold their
1905 national convention in the
Oklahoma Territorial Capital of
Guthrie. A side-trip included a
visit to the 101 Ranch, where the
brothers played host to newspa-
permen and the public, entertain-
ing them with a rodeo and Wild
West Show that featured emerging
stars of future movie and rodeo
fame.

When the dust settled that day
in June 1905, the reported 65,000
people witnessing the first “101
Wild West Show” got their mon-
ey’ sworth and so did the Millers.
The dozens of national newspaper
editors present had more than
enough material to write stories
that excited audiencesall over the
country, propelling the 101 Ranch
into the world of big-time show
business.

Future movie star Tom Mix

was one of the featured perform-
ers in the Miller’s first show. The
former Guthrie bartender knew
horses and riding from his boy-
hood days in Pennsylvania and
had earlier beeninvited towork at
the 101 Ranch. Hisinitial reviews
as a working cowhand were less
than flattering as some Miller
cowpunchers claimed they had to
teach himto properly saddleacow
pony. One even observed he was
“really not much of a cowboy,”
because “he could get lost in an
eight-acre pasture.”

He said it was Mix’s job to
“hang around the ranch and look
pretty,” and there was no doubt
Mix’ s penchant for showmanship
was the primary reason for his
hiring. As the Millers prepared
for their first show, Mix and other
would-be performers traveled
to New York with the already-
established Wild West Show of
Oklahoma rancher Zack Mulhall
who billed Mix as “Tom Mixco,
the Mexican horse runner.” The
odd description may have taught
Mix and, later, his publicist, how
easily he could reinvent his life
story, something he did many
timesover during hiscareer to the
consternation of his biographers
who still have trouble separating
fact from fiction.

The handsome, dashing young
cowboy sporting his trademark
white hat excelled as a horseman
and pistol shot in several subse-
quent Miller showsand eventually
wasoffered aroleinthe 1910 Hol -
lywood silent film, Ranch Life in
the Great Southwest. It started a
long and successful movie career
that forever featured him as a
“rough and ready cowboy.” Mix
made areported 336 films between
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1910 and 1935 and historically
is viewed as Hollywood's first
Western megastar, credited with
helping define that genre for all
cowboy actors who followed.

The first 101 Wild West
Show” also starred Lucille Mul-
hall, whose family had moved
to Oklahoma Territory from St.
Louis in 1890. The Mulhalls
quickly adapted to ranch life and
Lucille' s father Zack began stag-
ing roping and riding contests that
featured hisown children. By age
ten, Lucille was considered a top
cowhand. Even though her mother
tried to raise a “proper lady” by
sending her to boarding school in
St. Louis, her father gaveinto her
pleas to come home and enrolled
her at a private school in nearby
Guthrie so she could visit the
ranch on weekends.

In 1899, “ Colonel” Mulhall, as
he was known by honorary title,
started his own traveling troupe,
dubbed the “Congress of Rough
Riders and Ropers.” Naturally,
the show starred daughter Lu-
cille who rode her trained horse,
“Governor,” dubbed“ The Wonder
Horse” by her adoring public.
Later that year, the family was
invited to play the county fair in
their hometown of St. Louis, and
their show eventually signed a
young, mixed-blood Cherokee
trick roper named William Penn
Adair Rogers, later better-known
asWill Rogers. It was Rogerswho
described Lucille Mulhall as the
“world’s first cowgirl and greatest
rider of al time.” Lucillewent on
tofame asaworld champion roper
and the only woman to rope steers
competitively with men.

Another cowboy-showman in
the first 101 Ranch show was the
incomparable Bill Pickett. The
second of thirteen children bornto
former slaves Thomas and Mary
Pickett, Bill attended school in
his home state of Texas until the
fifth grade, then went to work as
aranch hand to help put food on
the family table.

Early on, the young cowboy
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observed how local ranchers
sometimes used a special breed
of bulldog to hold cattle down by
biting their upper lip until they
could beroped for branding. Pick-
ett tried the technique on young
calves by riding alongside the
animal, dropping from the saddle
and grabbing their neck. He then
twisted the calf’ shead upward and
bitit onthelip, forcing the animal
to the ground.

As he grew to manhood, the
small but well-muscled Pickett
perfected this technique on the
beef cows and longhorn steers
that roamed the brush country of
Texas. When he was eighteen, he
performed in county fairs, dem-
onstrating his “steer wrestling”
method, which he called “bull-
dogging.” Bill and his brothers
then formed the * Pickett Brothers
Bronco Busters and Rough Rid-
ers Association.” By the 1890s,
he had performed his “bulldog-
ging” specialty throughout most
of Texas, leading to bookings
at rodeos and shows across the
Southwest.

Aware that blacks were au-
tomatically barred from entering
most rodeo contests, Pickett’'s
agent focused on Bill’s mixed-
Indian blood, promoting him as
the*Dusky Demon.” After hisap-

pearance at the famed “ Cheyenne
Frontier Days’ in 1904, the Miller
Brotherssigned himfor their 1905
ranch extravaganza. On show day,
spectatorswatched in aweas Pick-
ett entered the arena and coaxed
his horseinto afull gallop behind
arunning steer.

Riding alongside, he slid from
the saddle, grabbed a horn in
each hand, dug in his boot heels,
twisted the head up, and gnashed
histeeth on the steer’ slip, forcing
it to fall on its side. The crowd
gave him a standing ovation, and
“steer wrestling,” or “bulldog-
ging,” soon became recognized
as an official rodeo event. In the
years since, Pickett’'s technique
has been modified to eliminate the
actual biting of the steer’ s lip, but
it remains one of the seven official
rodeo competition events.

In 1907, Pickett became afull-
time 101 Ranch employee and
signed a permanent contract with
the Miller show. When not on
tour, Pickett fell into the familiar
routine of a regular ranch hand.
When he died in 1932, Pickett’'s
funeral was said to be one of the
largest ever held in Oklahoma.
Zack Miller paid the ultimate
tribute by calling him “the great-
est sweat-and-dirt cowhand that
ever lived.” Pickett was buried on
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ahill not far from the 101 Ranch
house where hiscowboy comrades
placed a marker.

In 1971 the legendary Bill
Pickett was inducted into the Na-
tional Cowboy Hall of Fame and
Western Heritage Museum, and in
1989 he was named to the Profes-
sional Rodeo Hall of Fame.

That first 101 Wild West Show
on thirty acres of pasture near
the Salt Fark River led to severa
years of national and world tours
and launched the careers of many
famous rodeo and motion picture
stars.

The history of the show and
the 101 Ranch will be celebrated
in Blackwell, Okla., Friday and
Saturday March 27 and 28, 2020,
at the Kay County Fairgrounds
Event Center. Among many show
and ranch artifacts will be Bill
Pickett’s chaps, Lucille Mul-
hall’s riding skirt and mementos
from Tom Mix’s enduring ca-
reer. Other Western memorabilia
for display and on sale include
original cowboy gear, firearms,
assorted antiques, rare photos and
ephemera.

The show, presented by the 101
Ranch Collectors’ Association, is
open to the public Friday 10 am.
to 7 p.m. and Saturday 9 am. to
4p.m. @&
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MARCH

MARCH
McAlester Union Stockyards

Sale

McAlester Union Stockyards. 2515 Sandard
Rd., McAlester, OK 74501. The Old Reliable.
Regular sale every Tuesday. Beefmaster
Sale - March 21. Brangus Sale - March 28.
OQBN Weaned Sale - April 21. For more
information call 918-423-2834 or visit www.
McAlester Stockyar ds.com.

MARCH

OKC West Sale

OKC West Livestock Market. 7200 E Hwy 66,
El Reno, OK 73036. Cattlemen serving cattle-
men. Cowsand bullssell Mondays, calvesand
stockers sell Tuesdays, and feeder cattle sell
Wednesdays. Call 405-262-8800 or visit www.
OK CWest.com for more information.

MARCH

Tulsa Stockyards Sale

Tulsa Sockyards. Tulsa, OK 74116. North-
east Oklahoma’s largest and finest livestock
market. Sale every Monday at 9 am. View the
saleonline at www.cattleusa.com. Visit www.
TulsaStockyards.com for more information.

MARCH
Oklahoma National Stockyards
Sale

Oklahoma National Stockyards. Oklahoma
City, OK 73018. Stockers and feeders sell
Monday. Single stockersand feederssell Tues-
day, followed by stock cows, packer cows, and
packer bulls. Call 405-235-8675 or visit www.
ONSY .com for more information.

March 5
Beef Quality Assurance

Certification

Noble Research Institute, Entry 5, Kruse
Auditorium, 2510 Sam Noble Parkway,
Ardmore, OK 73401. The Noble Research
Institute presents Beef Quality Assurance
Certification from 1:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. on
March 5 at the Noble Research Institute,
Entry 5, Kruse Auditorium. Beef Quality As-
surance raises consumer confidence through
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proper management education and guidelines
for the beef industry. Thisworkshop will give
insight into BQA standards for animal care,
record-keeping, nutrition and carcass quality.
You can become BQA certified with successful
completion. Thereisnoregistration feefor this
event, but we ask that you preregister prior to
the event. Visit www.noble.or g.

March 6

2020 Inter national Super Sale
HLSR NRG Center. Don’'t miss the 2020
International Super Sale at the HLSR NRG
Center at 6 p.m. on March 6. Quality females
consigned. The Santa Gertrudis herd bull you
choose today will improve tomorrow’s profits.
Choose from Wendt Ranches - the Herd Bulll
Replacement Center. Email wendtranches@
hotmail.com.

MARCH 7

Heritage Rodeo

Sephens County Fair & Expo Center. 2002
S 13th K., Duncan, OK 73533. Head to the
Stephens County Expo Center in Duncan to
experience the excitement of the Heritage
Rodeo. See cowboys and cowgirls competein
rodeo eventslike bareback riding, ranch bronc
riding, tie-down roping, steer wrestling, ladies
barrel racing, team roping and bull riding. Even
the smallest cowpokes get in on the action
with mutton bustin. Don’'t missthisfun event,
where nearly $5,000 will be up for grabs. Call
918-402-5208 for more information.

MARCH 7

Full Moon Night Hike

Roman Nose Sate Park. 3236 SHwy 8A., Wa-
tonga, OK 73772. The Full Moon Night Hikes
at Roman Nose State Park invite everyone
out to enjoy up to a4-mile hike to Inspiration
Point. Meet at Roman Nose Lodge and come
dressed for the weather with at least one liter
of water. The Full Moon Night Hikes are fun
and informative with each hike starting after
dark and lasting up to three hours.

MARCH 10 - 20

Oklahoma Y outh Expo
Sate Fair Park. 3001 General Pershing Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK 73147. The Oklahoma

Y outh Expo has drawn thousands of youth
to its annual show since the 1920s. Now, OK
Y outh Expo is recognized as one of the larg-
est youth livestock events in the state. Head
to thisfree event to see 8,000 exhibitors along
with their educators and families from all of
Oklahoma's 77 counties. Over the course of
the 10-day event, young exhibitors will com-
pete to sell livestock and enter the “Sale of
Champions’ category. For more information
call 405-235-0404.

MARCH 12 - April 26

Tulsa Botanic Blooms

Tulsa Botanic Garden. 3900 Tulsa Botanic
Dr., Tulsa, OK 74127. Enjoy fresh fragrances
and a kaleidoscope of color when more than
120,000 blossoms usher in spring at Tulsa
Botanic Garden.

MARCH 13 - 15

Timed Event Championships
Lazy E Arena. 9600 Lazy E Dr., Guthrie, OK
73044. Guthrie's Lazy E Arena plays host
to the exciting Timed Event Championship,
an annual event featuring the top 20 PRCA
cowboys competing for the title of “World's
Best All-Around Timed Event Cowboy.” One
of the most prestigious eventsin professional
rodeo, this event includes three days and
five performances of competition. Dubbed
the “lIronman of Pro Rodeo,” the event has
crowned some of the greatest champions in
rodeo history since 1985. Secure your seat
in the stands and enjoy a marathon of team
roping including heading and heeling, tie-down
roping, steer wrestling and steer roping. Join
thousands of fans from across the country to
see the world’s toughest cowboys battle the
clock and test their talents on one of rodeo’s
most exciting stages. For more information,
call 405-282-3004.

March 21

007 CharolaisBull Sale

Double G Sale Facility. Rush Springs, OK
Join usfor the 007 CharolaisBull Sale, selling
70 purebred Charolais bulls, including pure-
bred herd sire prospects. Sale Manager Greg
Hubert can be reached at 785-672-3195. For
more information, you can email 007charo-
lais@gmail.com, or call Cody at 580-450-
7572, Buck at 580-695-3696, or Steve at
580-861-2121.
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MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM TI‘IE Forum $50 Dinner and Auction
1300 7th Street 2120 Speedway d - oy Dinner Tickets/Tables at
Wichita Falls, Texas Wichita Falls, TX e ArtsCouncilWF.org

VYO ArtsCounciIWF.6f§/Cowboy-True 940.766.3347
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TUULL
aelling 110 Bulls & 65 Heifers

Texoma Beefmaster Sale

Contact Derek Frenzel 254-541-4643
www.BeefmasterBuliSale.com
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

March 21
Blue Bonnet Classic Santa

Gertrudis Sale

Halletsville, TX. Don't miss the 2020 Blue
Bonnet Classi¢ SantaGertrudis Saleon March
21 in Halletsville, TX. Quality females con-
signed. The Santa Gertrudis herd bull you
choose today will improve tomorrow’s profits.
Choose from Wendt Ranches, the Herd Bull
Replacement Center. Email wendtranches@
hotmail.com, or call Gene at 979-240-5311
or Daniel at 979-240-5312.

MARCH 21
BEEFMASTER Beef on Forage

Bull Sale

McAlester, OK, 74501. Selling 100 Bullsand
60 Females. Previously recognized as the
Texoma Beefmater Sale we have merged this
great sale with our Beef on Forage Brand. For
several years our CO-OP has operated under
Texoma and Beef on Forage. A decision was
made to join the two groups as we continue to
grow our name recognition. All bullsin this
sale have met the same rigorous requirements
as in our Fall sales. We will offer over 100
bulls and approximately 60 Open and Bred
Registered Females. Thisisagreat opportunity
to get ajump start on your spring cattle needs.
Learn more at Beefmaster BullSale.com.

MARCH 20 - 21

Pre-War Auto Swap M eet

Grady County Fairgrounds. Chickasha, OK
73023. One of the largest pre-war swap meets
in the world, Chickasha’'s Pre-War Auto
Swap Meet features over 1,000 vendors from
multiple countries.

MARCH 26
L one Star Angus Spring Bull and

Female Sale

Cooke County Fairgrounds. 1901 Justice
Center Rd., Gainesville, TX, 76240. Selling
70 powerful, ranch-raised bulls ready o go to
work. Also featuring the customer appreciation
commercial female sale. Over 150 head of top
quality replacements from quality Lone Star
genetics. Video and EPD spreadsheet available
online two weeks before the sale. For more
information, visit www.LoneStarAngus.com
or call 940-367-0064.

WWW.OKFRONLINE.COM

COWBOYS ANDCOBBLER\THROWNDOWN [l
APRIL 4 # g

March 27-28

Cowboy True

The Forum, 2120 Speedway, Wichita Falls,
TX 76301. The mission of Cowboy True is
to educate the region about the honor, art
and beauty of the cowboy’s daily life. Cow-
boy True is a celebration to honor working
cowboys and the artwork that comes from
their daily lives. Cowboy Truewasoriginaly
inspired as an effort to raise awareness and
funding for The Forum, formerly the home
of The Woman's Forum, which has a long
association with the women and families
of the North Texas cattle industry. Friday
night eventsinclude the artist’ reception and
opening, Saturday evening will consist of a
night dinner, live auction and entertainments.
All proceeds go to The Forum to assist with
programming and mission fulfillment. For
more information, call 940-766-3347 or
email cowboytrue@artscouncilwf.org. Visit
www.ar tscouncilwf.or g/cowboy-true for
more information and a complete schedule
for thisannual exciting event.

April 4
Deleu Ranch 1st Annual Open

House and Private Treaty Sale
Deleu Ranch. 899 Patton Rd., Collinsville,
TX, 76233. Join us for our first annual open
house and private treaty bull and heifer sale
at our ranch in Collinsville, Texas. For more
information, contact Kevin Deleu at 903-651-
1481, Carlos Deleu at 903-651-8329, or visit
the website at www.DeleuRanch.com.

APRIL 4
Cowboys and Cobbler

Throwdown

Chisholm Trail Heritage Center, 1000
Chisholm Trail Parkway, Duncan, OK. A
new event, 10 am. to 5 p.m. Cobbler contest,
live music, longhorns on the property and abit
of cowboy poetry peppered throughout the day
tokeepthingslively. Thistasty, fun fundraiser
isopento ALL cowboys, cattle queens, and of
course, bakers, youth ages 10-17 and adults,
18 and older. Bakers must enter their own
home-cooked cobbler. Bakers are limited to
two different recipes. Dutch oven cobblers,
large casserole and deep dish cobblers are all
acceptable, but pieswill not be accepted. There
isno early entry feewith all registration forms
dueby Friday, March 27. Non-monetary prizes
to be awarded in four different categories,
including a People's Choice award, for both
youth and adults divisions. The cobbler in
both youth and adult divisions with the most
tickets will win the People’s Choice awards.
Entertainment throughout the day will include
cowboy performer Jay Snider and emces;
flutist Duane Paul, and Two Belle. A finale
2 hour concert will feature Gary S. Pratt.
A “Quickdraw Poetry Showcase” provides
cowboy poets of all ages a chance to share
their best or favorite poem. There will be
opportunities throughout the day for cowboy
poetry performances. Forms will be available
on our websiteand in our main lobby beginning
March 1. All necessary information will be on
the form (cobbler arrival deadlines, winners
announced, etc..) For information, contact
Leah or Toni at the Heritage Center, (580)
252-6692.
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NICK MITCHELL, MBA

CLEAR v HONEST +k SIMPLE

LESY N

A IRIN

“Proudly Serving Rural America”

TH

PARTNERS

Built to fit your needs, any size or design.
Call and speak with one of our knowledgable associates today!

nrﬂlﬂhﬂm\ﬂmﬁj 5|

L FINANCIAL CONSULTANT FOR RANCHERS AND FARMERS.
f| SMALL TOWN ADVISOR, BIG TIME TRUST.

Get a FREE estimate e}
o ~ ; b
Call 877-USA-BARN today! L;i§
(877-872-2276) > -
WWW.USABARN.COM Sames/

(916)770-7011 WWW.MYHBWADVISOR.COM
32647 ECR 1650, NICK MITCHELL@HBWPARTNERS COM

g Coven ddvner Hrvwarks L

WYNNEWOOD, 0K 73008 | EEmm e e

IHE BESTmE; CONTROL
SINCE THE SWATTER

[ TM’,EILV BUS R : R
HUDSON LIVESTOCK SUPPLEMENTS PROTEJN AND MINERAL TUBS

THE MOS y CONVENIENT WAY TO CONTHOL HORN FLIES
INCORPORATED AND PROVIDE MINERAL.SUPPLEMENTS IN CATTLE.

: HIGH LEVELS OF MINERALS AND VITAMINS ¢ IMPROVES FORAGE UTILIZATION
.‘r‘ It 3 ift tbe t“ b , WEATHER RESISTANT  24/7 FLY CONTROL *» NO WASTE

8150 Thompson Road - Miles, Texas 76861

325-659-3992 - 1-800-750-9608 | hudsonlivestock.com
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You ever have a day when
nothing goes your way? It just
seems like you can’t do anything
right, and just when you think
you're making progress, some-
thing happensthat just knocksyou
back down?

We have gotten a lot of rain
lately, probably the wettest winter
| can remember in a long time.
Everywhere | went was standing
water, a swamp or marsh that just
never dried up. Some places were
deceiving, dry and dusty dirt on
top, but pure mud underneath.

| was driving my pick up
out to go deer hunting one mid-
December morning. | got out into
the ranch about seven or eight
miles from the nearest good road
when | felt that all too familiar
sensation of the truck dliding in
the mud and the rear end sinking
down. Thisiswhere it al started
going downhill.

In my efforts to get the truck
unstuck, | fell in the mud and lost
aboot. Asl satinthemudtrying to
dig my boot out, | felt water begin
to saturate my clothes. It was cold
outside and the water was cold as
well. The chainsand come-a-long,
covered in mud and hard to grasp
or handle, made things even more
difficult.

| tried to call for help, but of
course no cell phone signal. | was
on my own and now my phone
was covered in mud. On my own
| kept at it, inch by inch | hoisted
my truck forward.

After about three hours of
work, soaking wet and covered in

WWW.OKFRONLINE.COM

By Andy Anderson

When Nothing Seems to go Right

(Courtesy photo)

mud, | had gained only about 60
yards progress and no better posi-
tion to drive back out or forward.
| reset for anew pull, tying onto a
good size post oak tree.

Suddenly thetruck hit somedry
ground, like a speed bump. After
attemptingto driveit forward over
theridge, | tried to winch it up a
little more.

With nowarning at all, the post
oak treejust slowly started falling
over towards the pick-up. Like
watching awreck in slow mation,
the tree fell down, coming to rest
justinfront of the truck, blocking
all hopes of forward progress.
Watching that happen was the
most helpless feeling. There was
just nothing that could be done to

stop it. With no chainsaw, | now
had to start working back the way
| came.

After nearly eight hours of
winching and working inthemud,
soaking wet and cold, | finaly
freed the pickup from the grasp
of the earth.

| got everything loaded up,
covered in mud, wet and cold, |
decided to just strip down, throw
my clothesin the bed of the truck
and head home.

| got to the front gate and just
stared at it, knowing that | had to
get out in my underwear to open
and closeiit.

| convinced myself that | was
out in the country, and no one ever
comes down this road. It will be

okay. | got out, popped the lock
of the gate and heard the distinct
sound of a vehicle approaching.
In a hurry to open the gate and
get back to the truck | tripped up,
fell in the gravel road and rolled
as the gate flew open. As I came
to astop, the gate hit itslimit and
came back at me. Before | could
get my hands up to defend myself,
wham! Right in the head.

Then my heart sank as | heard
avoice call out, “Are you okay?’
| looked up to see awell pumper
stopped in the drive looking at
me, trying to keep from laughing.
Embarrassed, | got myself up, my
pride hurt more than my body. |
thanked him for my concern asan-
Continued on page 48
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Continued from page 47
other truck cruised by slowly, star-
ing a me as | stood in the drive,
inmy underwear, covered in mud.
| can only imagine the thoughts
going through their minds.

| explained the situation and
series of events to the gentleman
who was so kind to stop and check
on me as he erupted into laughter.
He offered to close the gate so |
could get on my way.

As | headed home down the
road reflecting on what I had just
been through, | started laughing at
myself. After al, what else could
you do, and what else could pos-
sibly happen, right?

Onthehighway justamilefrom
home my heart sank as | saw the
red and bluelightsin my rearview
mirror. | said to myself, “Dang it.
Why me Lord? What did | do to
deserve this?’ | pulled over and
waited to explain myself. Texas
finest, a state trooper, approached

Get your
favorite

for $19.95 a year

magazine
sent directly
to your inbox
each month
for FREE!

Print subscriptions available

the truck and began to explain |
was pulled over for dirty license
plate. | started laughing ashereal-
ized my current predicament.

| told the trooper that license
plate wasn't the only thing that
was dirty as hislook of confusion
began to changeto arefrained ex-
pression of laughter. A very com-
passionate and amused trooper
gave me a warning and sent me
on my way.

| got home, jumped in the
shower and warmed up. By this
time, it was late in the evening,
and | was exhausted. | sat in my
living room thinking about the day
| just had and realized that despite
itall, the mud washed off and what
| thought wasa horrible day could
have been alot worse. In the end,
we al have bad days.

Sometimes we get covered in
mud, but it all washes off and we
get another day to try again. | now
have an electric winch. .

T&S

MFG, INC.

* Feeding America’s livestock
since 1979

# - Flat conveyor chain won't
breakup cubes

* Adjustable flow gate - Feed
from 2-8 Ibs per pile or steady
~ trail, whichever you choose.

§ = == * Counter inside truck counts

A feed

* Heavy duty steel construction

Tl‘ip Hopper
Range Cattle Feeder
Constant speed,
constant duty motor,
Chain and sprocket drive

Worlds Best as tested by
ranchers, ask anybody!

Dealer Inquiries Welcome
Jermyn, TX 76459

940.342.2005 » www.tsfeeders.com

- e

. 1 oy
DELABOMA FARM ku§n

Visit www.okfronline.com and click the magazine cover or call 940-872-2076
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Southwest FABRICATORS

Hugo, Oklahoma

Our price can’t be beat on a comparable product

Cut Your Overhead, Increase Your Profits
with Round Overhead Storage Bins.
Puts the bloom on your cattle to get top
price for less money!

TOLL FREE: (877) 326-3574
www.overheadbins.com
E-mail Us:
troy@overheadbins.com

Vicky Blair ' Leslle Thompson

Agent/Admin Agent
940-224-4799 325-688-8677

To top it all off, Agent of the Year
for Mossy Oak Properties of Texas
goes to Matt McLemore!

Ma'lt McLemore, Division Manager
940-781-8475

This office has not only earned Office of Quarter in both the 3rd and
4th quarters of 2019, but ALSO rose to the occassion and is awarded
OFFICE OF THE YEAR 2019!

: : i g
Mary Faulkenberry  Judy McLemore
Agent Agent
940-728-1867 940-636-2575

Selling God's Country and the
Country Lifestyle in Texas and
Oklahoma for the last 20 years

Mossy Oak Properties of Texas
McLemore Realty Group
111 S Center St.

Archer City TX 76351
940-574-4888 office

www.moreoftexas.com

FENCE PIPE
AND SUPPLIES

23/1827/831/241/251/27
DoME CAPS & SPRINGS
SQUARE & RECTANGLE TUBING

ALL TYPES OF STEEL
C-Purlin deweze

DEALER

SpooLs oF CABLE
ANY LENGTHS FOR FENCING

Rounp BALE RiNGs - FEED TROUGHS
CATTLE GUARDS - CREEP FEEDERS
TRAILER PARTS & SupPPLIES - NEW SUCKER Rops

FLUSCHE ENTERPRISES INC.

940-759-2203 - SINCE 1942 - MUENSTER, TEXAS
FEl@ NTIN.NET - FLUSCHEENTERPRISES.COM

2 YEAR LIFETIME o YEAR

SYSTEM BALE ARM STRUCTURAL
WARRANTY WARRANTY WARRANTY

Equipment must perform at full capacity under adverse
conditions. Our Hydra Bed system meets and exceeds
those tough conditions and equips your 3/4 ton or larger
truck for a wide range of farm and ranch jobs.

We offer a full line of
ranch management accessories.

WWW.OKFRONLINE.COM

Sold Locadlly By:

Flusche Enterprises
Muenster, TX - 240-759-2203
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5 Protected Ag Technologies That Help Fruit,
Vegetable Growers Face Harsh Weather

By Steve Upson, Senior Soils and Crops Consultant

Bob Dylan penned the words to his smash
hit, “ The Times They are A-Changin’” in the
fall of 1963. The lyrics reflected Dylan’s views
on social injustices and the growing awareness
that change was inevitable.

As predicted, a lot has changed since the
release of Dylan’ ssong, including the climate.
Asachild growing up in Tulsaduring the 60s,
| recall cold snaps lasting longer during the
winter months in contrast to present day. We
expected snow, and Old Man Winter deliv-
ered. Every kid on our block owned a snow
dled, and we actually got to use them. Not so
much today.

Climate In Constant Flux

According to the Oklahoma Climatological
Survey, annual statewide temperatures during
the 60s, 70s and 80s were lower on average
than the long-term average going back to 1895.
Beginning in the mid-90s, annual statewide
temperatures began to rise and have remained
above the long-term average to present day.
The point iswhen it comes to climate, change
is inevitable. The climate has been in flux
for thousands of years and will continue to
change.

Several years ago, I had a conversation
with Al Sutherland, former Oklahoma Meso-
net Agriculture program coordinator, about
extreme weather events and the unpredictable
nature of these events that we are currently
experiencing.

According to Sutherland, many climatolo-
gists believe these events are a manifestation
of the current round of climate change and will
continue to escalate in frequency and magni-
tude over time. Doesn’t paint a pretty picture
for agriculture, doesit?

Protected Ag Technology
Helps Mitigate Risk
Fortunately for specialty crop growers,
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Fortunately for specialty crop growers, there is a plethora of crop protection technology available
to assist in these changing and challenging times. (Courtesy photo)

there is a plethora of crop protection technol-
ogy available to assist in these changing and
challenging times. The application of these
technologies enables growers to be better risk
managers because they can exercise more
control over Mother Nature.

Protected agriculture can be defined as the
use of active and passive technologies/prac-
tices to protect crops and animals from harsh
weather conditions and pestsin order to maxi-
mize yields and enhance product quality.

Active technology, like greenhouses, re-
quires the input of an energy source such as
natural gas and/or electricity. While green-
houses offer the highest level of environmen-
tal control, they are expensive to install and
operate.

Passive technologies provide less protec-
tion but can be utilized without the purchase

of an energy source. A few of these popular
technol ogiesinclude rai sed beds equipped with
plastic mulch film, floating crop covers, low
tunnels and high tunnel hoop houses.
Passive Technology Options

1. Raised beds and container systems

Rai sed beds, shaped and permanent, protect
crops from flooding rains by limiting the oc-
currence of soil saturation. The same can be
said of container culture. The effectiveness of
araised bed growing system ismaximized with
the use of plastic mulch. With shaped beds,
the mulch film cover insures bed integrity by
eliminated the possibility of erosion during
flooding rains.

2.Crop covers

Floating crop covers offer protection dur-
ing frost and freeze events. These covers are
light enough to be laid over the top of plants.
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Various thicknesses (weights) of covers can be
used depending on the degree of protection de-
sired. Depending on soil temperature and cover
elevation above the soil (plant size), heavy
weight covers can provide up to eight degrees
of protection. Lighter weight (thinner) covers
that transmit more sunlight are commonly used
to hasten crop development during periods of
unseasonably cool temperature.

3. Low tunnel structures

Low tunnels are temporary hoop structures
fitted with either floating crop covers or green-
house film. They typically range in height from
one to three feet depending on crop type and
maturity stage. In addition to freeze protection,
tunnels equipped with crop covers provide a
degree of wind protection. Tunnels equipped
with greenhouse film provide protection from
wind and rain.

4. High tunnel structures

High tunnel hoop houses are low tunnels
that have grown up; they are larger, stronger
and can do more work. These greenhouse-sized
structures are typically covered with a single
layer of greenhouse quality polyethylene film.
Greenhouse films can be purchased tailored

OUTDOORS "Wl

A high tunnel hoop house is moved onto a raised bed plot in preparation for establishing a tomato

crop. (Courtesy photo)

to a grower’s specific needs. Growers can
choose a light diffusing film, a cooling film,
a thermic (heat retaining) film, an anti-drip
film or a combination of the above. They also
have a choice of different film thicknesses
and types: standard, woven or bubble. Factors
used in film selection include crop(s) to be
grown, location (latitude), season and service
life requirements.

A fully equipped and properly managed
hoop house is a working definition of synergy.
When equipped with plastic mulch, covered
raised bedsand low tunnels, ahoop houseis ca-

Have OKFR sent to your
email each month!

OKLAHOMA FARM & RAN

OKFRH

Visit www.okfronline.com
to sign up for a FREE
online subscription to OKFR

Pg:m’f@

pable of providing a degree of crop protection
greater than the sum of its parts. This synergy
is the product of increasing efficiency with the
layering of each technology.

5. Netting

Another protective technology involves
the use of netting to shelter crops from hail,
to shade crops from intense sunlight and to
reduce wind speed. Netting is available in dif-
ferent mesh sizes and strengths depending on
its intended use. It is typically suspended over
the crop using a network of cables or placed
over the top of a low or high tunnel. (&

siScale

Cell:
Fax:

WWW.OKFRONLINE.COM

Phone: 806-655-3033
325-554-7434
806-683-4613
806-655-7091
steve@expressscale.com
www.expressscale.com

Legal for Trade »

Mobile and Stationary Scales *
Durable Construction

12 ft. - 22 ft. length available *
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SERVICES

CALL 940-872-2076 TO PLACE YOURS

. HARVEST

e l’
wr
“renewable solutions to everyday needs”
< Solar Power Systems

# Wind Power Systems
= Batteries or Grid Tie

» 30% Federal Tax Credit
= Energy Savings

get your free

consultation today
918-521-6223

www.harvestsolar.net &

REBUILD
Rick Cryer
940-733-8919
. PARTS
aary Marten
N Tt 940 -733-0435

Specialize in rebuilding John Deere Air
Seeders

Higher quality parts to extend the life of
your drill

AirSeederServices @ gmail.com

M&M Trailer Service, LLC

Authorized dealer for Shelby Trailer Flooring

eAlternative to Wood!

- M. eStanding X-Lug Cleated Pattern
eCustom Cut to Length
«Will NEVER Rot
T «100% Recycled Material
These boards completely
S S replace a wood floor.
We also offer
r."t!n ’lool‘“o tongue and groove & flat boards

166494 Heffington Rd., Marlow, OK

TRUCK SALES
AND SERVICE

OKianoma crry. O
Call us today for more information on:
Pre-Owned Semi Truck Sales
Lazy Man Deer Blinds - Double Down Deer Feed

www.ddtrucks.com | 405-794-5092

Oscar Aerial Spraying
940-704-9682

P

WEEDS - BRUSH = CAC‘I‘US « WHEAT
Liquin/DRy APPLICATION

CATTLE PENNING
HoG/CoyoTe ERADICATION
Deer Surveys « Long Line WoORK
ADVANCED HELICOPTER TRAINING

M&]K

HORN FARMS, LLC

Family owned operation established in 2003
~ offering premium grass hay. We offer round bales,
big square bales, as well as small square bales.
Our hay has a high protein content,

NO stickers and NO weeds, and great palatability.
All sgquare bales are stored in a barn.

This prime horse and cow hay is all weather loading.
We will be happy to assist you with delivery needs.
For more information call: Mark Horn at 5680-774-5477
.,«%r email us at. markhom@carnegienet net
*Website avallable soon *

Forestry Mulching
Cut & Stack Cedar Trees
Building Pads * Final Grades
Tin Horns » Gravel Drives
crosscuiservicesok.com
www.facebook.com/CedarCutter

Call Kathy at
940-872-2076

to place your
ad today!
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Ok!ahoma for all your Cover Crop
Seed needs, with the only dedicated

'~ cover crop seed blending facility in
"““Q’ state of omaﬁ

g

74 S.E.l. Agra Tech, Inc..
\ 1400 S. Randall
Elk City, Oklahoma
Call: 405-370-9322
or 580-225-0317 .«

DON P ATERsDOZES

. Shtmmﬂr
Call Bruce =
580-641- 19?

TEXOMA
SPRAYERS, LLC

PASTURE ¢
ROW CROPS
WHEAT
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CLASSIFIEDS

CALL 940-872-2076 TO PLACE YOURS

AUCTION

MCALESTERUNION STOCKYARDS-
Regular sale every Tuesday. 10
a.m. Calves & Yearlings. 6 p.m.
Cows & Bulls. 918-423-2834. www.
mcalesterstockyards.com

TULSA STOCKYARDS - Sale
every Monday at 9 a.m. www.
tulsastockyards.com.

FOR SALE

SAM'’s Best Buys

STORE CLOSING- Sam’s Best
Buy’s formally Sam’s Surplus Store
Retirement Sale after 75 successful
years. Closing in Spring - Check
Facebook for date. Huge Variety
Store - 10s of 1000s of Items. Crazy
Low Prices.New - Name Brands -
Top Quality - Clothing for all seasons
& reasons - Kids to Mens 10XL
- Casual - Work - Painters -FRC
Fire Resistant Clothing -Farmers
- Family Snow Ski Wear - Shorts
- T-shirts etc. -Camping - Hunting
Items - Rope -Implement Tires -
Some Boat & Trailer Parts - Tools &
Lots More! Like us on Facebook.Tell
your friends. SamsBestBuys.com.
2409 S. Agnew Ave ® Oklahoma City
south of the Stockyards almost 1 1/2
mile, Mon-Sat 9-5:30, Closed Sun e
405-636-1486. 03nc

BE SMART WHEN INVESTING IN A
HAY TRAILER- Do you bale 100 bales
or 10,000? Do your bales weigh 500 lbs.
or 2500 1bs.? Do you haul them 1 mile or
100 miles? GoBob has the RIGHT self-
unloading hay trailer for your operation.
1-844-284-4208. GoBobRanch.com

WWW.OKFRONLINE.COM

LIVESTOCK

WAGYU - The perfect heifer bull and
add MARBLING to your calves which
will grade prime. Never have to pull
a calf from a cow bred to our Wagyu
bulls. Talk to us about premiums
paid on Wagyu calves. Healthy high
value meat. registed fullblood bulls
for sale $2500-$5000. Heifers limited
availabilty. Walker Cattle Company,
Valley View, TX 614-563-1051 or email
texasflavorlady@gmail.com. 03p

HORSEHEAD RANCH- Registered
Brangus Bulls $2000. Replacement
heifers $1250. Gentle, excellent quality.
Top bloodlines. Lots of happy customers.
Delivery available! Discounts for
VETERANS! Visit HorseheadRanch.net.
Call Mike Taylor 918-695-2357.  03p

777 CHAROLAIS RANCH- Bulls for
sale. Large selection of Commander
bloodline. Call Jim Lemons 580-276-
8052 or Bud Lemons 580-276-7534.
02-04p

YOUR AD HERE- Call Kathy at 940-
872-2076 to place your ad.

REAL ESTATE

BIG PINE 40M-40 acres m/l, Excellent
hunting or combination property ready
to be developed exactly as you like.
Excellent location! Located just 70 miles
N. of Paris, TX. Gravel county road
access, native grasses and 20% mature
Pine and Hardwood. Adjoining acres also
available. $110,000. Accredited Ranch
and Land Brokers. 320 E. Carl Albert
Parkway, Ste. B1, McAlester, OK. Call
918-426-6006 or 1-800-ALB-Land or
visit www.WorldClassRanch.com for
more information.

OASIS RANCH SECTION 2 IN
BLANCHARD. NEW Homes Available:
$255,000-$290,000. Lots Available
0.22-0.33 acres: $30,000-$34,000.
Nancy V. Lynn, Realtor, GRI ¢ ABR e
e-Pro. Chamberlain Realty LLC. Cell:
405.831.6964.

IRON POST MT-100 acres m/l, scenic
recreational property borders the
Robber’s Cave Wildlife Mangment
Area to the South and sits atop Iron
Post Mountain for some breathaking
views. $100,000. Accredited Ranch
and Land Brokers. 320 E. Carl Albert
Parkway, Ste. B1, McAlester, OK. 918-
426-6006 or 1-800-ALB-Land. www.
WorldClassRanch.com

LOOKING FORA PREMIER OFFICE
LOCATION?-Now available with Hwy
76 frontage in Blanchard! This property
comes with a 4,700+ two story building
sitting on 1.42 acres with additional
land if needed. Exclusive showings to
qualified buyers. List Price: $1,200,000.
Nancy V. Lynn, Realtor, GRI ¢ ABR e
e-Pro. Chamberlain Realty LLC. Cell:
405.831.6964.

SILO ACRES IN BLANCHARD- Lots
Available 1-3 acres: $42,000-$70,000.
Nancy V. Lynn, Realtor, GRI ® ABR e
e-Pro. Chamberlain Realty LLC. Cell:
405.831.6964.

SERVICES

RENT YOUR GROUND TO

HUNTERS- I do 100% of the work. Top

$ paid. okiehunts.com 405-534-3064.
04-03c

FREE ADVICE & CORRAL DESIGN/
PLANS- Can’t be beat on PIPE, POSTS,
GATES, CF PANELS.. 1-844-284-4208.
GoBobRanch.com
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http://www.mcalesterstockyards.com
http://www.mcalesterstockyards.com
http://www.tulsastockyards.com
http://www.tulsastockyards.com
mailto:texasflavorlady@gmail.com
http://www.WorldClassRanch.com
http://www.WorldClassRanch.com
http://www.WorldClassRanch.com

PARTING SHOT

A Beautiful Sunset

Photograph by Janice Russell

As I was headed home one evening while out looking for deer, I crossed the Phillips bridge northeast
of Kingfisher and captured this beautiful sunset over the Kingfisher Creek. Oklahoma has some absolutely
beautiful sunsets and sunrises. @.
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FOR MORE TRUCKS AND INFORMATION VISIT: MANGUMAUTOSALES.COM

B

AR

2017 Chevrolet 2500 4x4 ¢ 2013 GMC 2500 4x4, 6.0 Gaos, 2016 Ram Chassis 4500 4x4 6.7 2012 Ford F-250 4:4,?? Diesel,

Gos, Automatic, Air, Overload Springs, A/C, Power Windows & Locks, Cruise, Tilt Turbo Diesel, A/C, Power Windows & Locks, A/C, Windows/Locks, Cruise Control, Tilt
Power Windows, Power Locks, Tilt, Cruise. R A e R §$25,995 C(rvise, Tilt & Balance of Factory Worranty. T s e §27,995

- L .§32,995 #4858, 32,995

NEW SPEARBED

NEW SPEARBED
i

2017 Ford F-350 4x4, 6.7 Diesel, 2015 Chevrolet 2500, 4x4, 6.0 2008 Dodge Ram 2500 4x4, 6.7 Diesel, 2012 Chevrolet 2500 HD 4x4, 6.0,
Automatic, Power Windows & Locks, Tilt, Gas,Automatic, Air, Power Windows, Power A/C, power windows & locks, cruise, till, 6 speed  A/C, power windows & locks, troiler brokes.
Cruise, New Tires#050555.............839,995  Locks, Tilt, Cruise. #127553.......... $27,995 monuval #143592 S19,995 108465, oo $18,995

FACTORY WARRANTY

-

2018 Ram 3500 4x4, 6.7 Turbo Diesel, 2015 Ford F-350, ¢.7 Turho Diesel, A/C, 2016 Chevrolet Silverado 3500 2014 Ram 2500 4x4, 6.7 turbo diesel,
A/C, power windows & locks, cruise, till, balonce power windows & locks, curise, 1ilt & low mirrors Ax4, 6.0, A/C, power windows & locks, cruise, A/C, power windows & locks, cruise, 1ill & new
factory warranty. #112606................ $39,995 With 54,820 miles. #836948.................527,995 NIt H#300057. $29,995 tines. F 2T TR0 §29,995

2016 Ford F-250 4x4, 6.2 Gas, huto, 2015 Chevrolet 2500 LT 4x4, 6.0 2016 Ford F-350 4x4, Duol Wheel, 6.7 diesel, 2012 Ford F-350 4x4,6.7 Diesel pawer
A/C, Tilt, Cruise, Power Windows & Locks, New Gaos, Tilt, Cruise, Power Windows ond Locks, A/C, power steering, power brokes, 1ill/cruise, A/(, Windows, Locks, Cruise, Tilt #39963...........528,995
Tirns FCAID0S. . oot veiest $31,995 MNovigation, New Tires #175382.....529,995  balance of factory warranty. #A81184......§34,995

NEW SPEARBED NEW TRUCK BEDS

KRR

2014 Ford F-250 XLT 4x4, 6.7 turho 2012 Ford F-250 Lariat 4x4, We offer ditferent styles of truck beds, Flat Our feeders have a captivity r.|130l3l:E:JEI‘c
diesel, A/C, power windows & locks, cruise, tilt, 6.7 turbo diesel, A/C power windows beds, Arm beds and Spear beds. Starting at  pounds. Starting at §1,495.
new tires, tow mirrors. #B69211........... $32,495 & locks, cruise, Hilt & backup camera 51,795

HENIIESY o e e vty $24,995

SHIPPING TRUCKS NATIONWIDE

« We equip trucks to fit your needs A\ ‘
« Extended warranty available ( SINCE

« Financing starting at 2.8% (with approved credit)
« Full bumper replacements & cattle sirens in stock

— AUTO CENTER _
580-252-0441
4275 M. Hwy 81 « Duncan, OK 73533
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WE WILL GO ABOVE o
AND BEYONE TO BUILD
A QUALITY PRODUCT AND -
PROVIDE A SERVICE THAT:

WE WILL CUSTOM BUILD

A HYDRAULIC CHUTETO _ SSiiEmm

FIT YOUR SPECIFIC NEEDS [ g
OR REQUIREMENTS
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