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N Z SeniorCare

HEALTH & REHABILITATION WICHITA FALLS

We Provide The

Comforts Of Home
With The Assistance
You Need.

Facility Dining
+ Complimentary Transportation * Three delicious meals daily

* Barber Shop / Beauty Salon + Separate dining area for short term guests

* large, open rehab gym with NuStep equipment * Daily fresh baked cookies

+ Pets invited to visit » 24/7 Hydration Bar - Free Ice Cream, yogurt, drinks,

* Accepts Medicare, Medicare Replacement Insurance,  fruits and treats
Medicaid, Private Insurance and Private Pay + Outside barbecue grill

+ large comfortable gathering areas - S — " :

. " iei ing on a fradition of excellence e in , we e guest wi
Oy Call Prigsicians a %—four skilled nursing care, in accordance fo a personoﬁzg?;reofienf plan

Comfortable Rooms developed and overseen by our experienced medical team.

+ Attractive, upscale Texas-style furnishings
+ Personal Laundry Services
* large flat screen TV with cable

+ Free Wi-Fi

+ Companion Suites

Kip Kruger, Administrator

910 Midwestern Parkway | 940-767-5500
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HIGH SUMMER QUALITY
EXCELLENT PASTURE & HAY

USE IN PURE STANDS,
DOUBLE CROPPING, MIXTURES
THREE VARIETIES:
“QUICK-N-BIG®”
“QUICK-N-BIG SPREADER®”
”RED RIVER”

WE SHIP - DEALERS WELCOME

R.L. & PAT DALRYMPLE
DALRYMPLE FARMS
dba “Elstel Farms & Seeds”
CALL OR TEXT 580-670-0043 | FAX 580-661-3997
rlandpat @cableone.net
www.redrivercrabgrass.com

- FREE MGT BOOKLET AVAILABLE -

Cattle Feeders, Truck Beds
& Hay Beds

Best Built Cattle
Feeders and Beds ~
on the Market =

, ) Can’t Beat

_ ' °
<" Our Prices

Arm Bed __ad or Quahty

CROWNLINE

by Ground Zero
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POST FRAME BUILDINGS

LIVESTOCK BARNS « SHOPS *« HAY BARNS * GARAGES

SPRING SALE!

60x80x16-w/concrete floor, two entry doors, two
14x14 overhead doors, 26ga metal, fully insulated

$56,500*
40x60x12-1 walk door, 1 sliding door, colored metal

$13,900*

30x40x10-garage, 1-walk, 2 overhead door
frameouts™, 4" concrete floor

$13,900

24x30x10-w/concrete floor one entry door, two B
windows, one overhead door frameout*, fully insulated |

*
$1 2'500 HIRING EXPERIENCED
*base price only. Additional concrete & delivery charges may apply. BARN BUILDERS
**Overhead doors sold separafely. 20 years in business, 30 years total experience,
40 year warranty on metal, 2 year warranty on
material and labor. Insured, Financing Available,
Commercial and Residential

866-749-7627
918-629-0505

STATEWIDE SERVICE

Variety of sizes and options available.
Concrete floors, driveways & sidewalks.

D CROSS BARN co CHE ot UR v wese
TULSA, OK ——— DCROSSBARNCO COM

Dealers

Family Owned and Opera:t_ed

1300 W. Highway 77 Perry, OK
580-336-1351
Fax: 580-336-1356
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ello OKFR readers, and welcome to the
H May issue of the Oklahoma Farm & Ranch
magazine. In early March, wildfires engulfed
hundreds of thousands of acres across Beaver, Ellis,
Harper and Woodward Counties, impacting many
Oklahomafarmersand ranchers. On behalf of OKFR,
our thoughts and prayers are with those affected by
the recent wildfires.

This OKFR issueisfull of great content. We are
pleased to announce the addition of two new con-
tributing writers—Beth Watkins and Everett Brazil
[11. First, read about how sugarcane aphid (SCA),
an insect that has damaged sorghum crops across the
state in the Farm & Ranch section.

Next, read about Phil Haugen in the Equine section. A native of North Dakota,
Haugen is a horse trainer who has competed in more than 1,000 rodeos and trained
more than 2,000 horses. Today, he and his family reside in Weatherford, Okla.,
and has developed a unique training style. Learn more about Haugen in “Training
through Understanding.”

Beth Watkinsisthe new OKFR humor columnist. Hailing from Indianola, Okla.,
she and her husband G.W. live on 120 acres and have asmall herd of cattle. While
she was not raised in the country, she said she has been baptized in it. Her first article
in the*Where the Paved Road Ends’ column cel ebrates motherhood.

Thismonth, | traveled to the oldest ranch in the state of Oklahomato meet with
Stuart Ranch manager, Terry Stuart Forst. Stuart Ranch began when Robert Clay
Freeny settled 14 miles west of Atoka, Okla., in Boggy Depot in 1868. Nearly 150
years later, Stuart Ranch has continued to evolve. Forst is a fifth-generation rancher
who has spent morethan 40 yearsin theindustry. Read about Forst and Stuart Ranch
in “Stuart of the Land.”

The Gene Autry Oklahoma Museum is hosting a three-day festival featuring
music, movies, poetry and celebrity appearances. The Cowboy Way Fest on May
5-7 will celebrate the cowboy code. Learn more in “The Cowboy Way Fest” in the
Attractions section.

Finally, we recommend visiting a state park to celebrate 80 years of Oklahoma
State Parks. Located in northeast Oklahoma near Muskogee, Sequoyah State Park
showcases its Native American heritage through tours and other programs. Learn
more in the Outdoors section.

If you have an event, photo or topic ideathat you would like to seein Oklahoma
Farm & Ranch, email editor@okfronline.com. Keep up with new OKFR updateson
our Facebook, Twitter and Instagram pages. For more information or subscription
information, visit our website www.OKFRonline.com.

Until next month,

ON THE COVER

Fifth-generation rancher, Terry Stuart Forst has more than 40 years of expe-
rience in the industry. As ranch manager of the oldest ranch in Oklahoma,
Forst has tried to prepare the next generation, Robert and Clay, to take over
the operation. The ranch manager of Stuart Ranch has made it her mission
to advance the ranch operation. Today, she resides on the ranch east of
Waurika, Okla. (Photo by Laci Jones)
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Southwest FABRICATORS

Hugo, Oklahoma
Our price can’t be beat on a comparable product
Cut Your Overhead, Increase Your Profits
with Round Overhead Storage Bins.

Puts the bloom on your cattle to get top
price for less money!

TOLL FREE: (877) 326-3574
www.overheadbins.com
E-mail Us:

troy@overheadbins.com

"f%;gw i Impmves Uverall heriltP o_f herd

620 408 6387 888.256. 5544

www.usalewiscattleoilers.com
“WE SERVICE WHAT WE SELL”

WWW.OKFRONLINE.COM

THE BEST RANCH HAND
YOU'LL EVER HIRE

Drives most types of posts up to 3.5 in diameter
Runs off any small air compressor
Portahle, lightweight, easy fo use

Designed & manufactured hy a rancher
~ Powerful driving force

| POST DRIVER

fencepostdriver.com | 800.980.7599

MAY 2017 | 7




No Money Down/ov or 84 montns| a2 ]]enms Cattle;Co:

on All Models : Gr' d d H t
Payments as law as $449 per month on YANMAR Model YT235 Cab & Loader e / l e u n S

4 Since 1889- ¥ou < i
3[] 000" acres in Oscar and Grady, 0K‘and Ringgold, TX =

Ipment BOOK YOUR HUNTING ADVENTURE TODAY’

Oscar Aerial Sprgy_g
Brush Pasture Spraying
Deer Surveys
Cattle Penning

(918) 423-3107- .(!lIB) 470-8585

1327 South George Nigh Expressway
PO Box 121 I-McAlester, OK 74501

-
=
S and B Helicopters

A working Hereford ( dlllt: Ranch \dndhhtiu.oplt:rl-.)urs com
-

' = 9405 704‘9632 580: 757 2515
denmscatt]ecompany com

YANMAR

ex 2 OKLAHOMA Want this view from your back patio?

N With long-term fixed rates, our Country Home
s Loan program offers financing solutions for a
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FACEBOOK WALL

TWITTER FEED

WWW.OKFRONLINE.COM

INSTAGRAM POSTS

@ okfr_magazine
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Liked by super_s_herefords, ntfrmagazine and 7 others

okfr_magazine A large mountain lion observed killing
livestock near a family home in western Cimarron County
was killed by an Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food
& Forestry Wildlife Services officer.

http:/fow.ly/clfs30aAEdm

APRIL 5

OKFR welcomes letters to the editor for its Socializing page, but
some rules apply. They include:

1. 125-word limit.

2. Deadline for submission is the first Wednesday of the month.

3. Only one letter per writer per issue.

4. All lettersmust include aname, address and phone number. Only
the name and city of residence will be published.

5. All letters will be verified by the news staff by a phone call prior
to publication. If the news staff isunableto contact thewriter of aletter,
the letter will be held until such times as contact is made.

6. Letters containing libelous statements or those intended as ad-
vertising will not be published.

7. Lettersthat target previousletter writerswill be edited to remove
the name of such letter writers who are non-candidates or non-public
figures. Letters critical of previously published guest columns may
identify the writer only once, and then only to make it clear which
column they are writing about.

8. OKFR reserves theright to edit or reject any letters.

9. Letters must be mailed to OKFR Letter to the Editor, P.O. Box
831, Bowie, TX 76230 or emailed to editor@okfronline.com.
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AVIAN INFLUENZA

By Barry Whitworth, DVM

n March 5, 2017, the
United States Department
of Agriculture Animal

Plant Health Inspection Service
(USDA-APHIS) announced that a
commercial chicken breeder flock
in Lincoln County, Tennessee,
was infected with Highly Patho-
genic Avian Influenza (HPAI).
This flock was located in the Mis-
sissippi fly zone.

Based on genetic testing, the
virus was the North American
wild bird lineage H7N9. On
March 16, a second flock located
threekilometers (1.86 miles) away
was aso infected with the virus.
All flocks were depopulated.
A handful of states have found
Low Pathogenic Avian Influenza
(LPAI) in commercia and back-
yard flocks.

All these flocks were depopu-
lated. When HPAl isdetectedina
flock, the United States is required
to notify the World Organization
for Animal Health (OIE) and other
trading partners. Hopefully, the
impact on export of poultry prod-
ucts will be minimal. An investi-
gation is underway to determine
the source of the infection.

Avian influenza is a viral dis-
ease that primarily causes prob-
lems in domestic poultry. It is
extremely rare that humans ever
get Avian Influenza. The disease,
originally known as “the fowl
plague,” was first seen in Italy
around 1878. The U.S. outbreak
that begin in the winter of 2014
and ended in the summer 2015
resulted in 50 million birds de-
stroyed.

Thisoutbreak was estimated to
cost $1.6 billion in direct losses
of turkeys and egg laying hens.
However, when accounting for all
factors associated with the poultry

10| MAY 2017
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industry, the estimated impact on
the U.S. economy was $3.3 hillion.
This was the most costly animal
disease outbreak in the history of
the United States. One mgjor les-
son learned was biosecurity must
be improved. This lesson should
not be taken lightly for back yard
poultry enthusiasts.

Avian influenza (Al) resides
in migratory waterfowl. Ducks,
geese, and other wild birds har-
bor the virus in the intestinal
tract without having any clinical
signs of the disease. If thevirusis
introduced into domestic poultry,
such aswhat happened in Tennes-
see, large numbers of birds may
becomeiill or die.

Clinical signs of the disease
vary depending on the severity
of the virus and the organ system
affected. The virus is classified as

either LPAI or HPAI. LPAI usu-
aly resultsin no clinical signs or
only mild problems. HPAI has
many different clinical signs.

Death with no symptoms is
a common finding. Respiratory
problems such as coughing, sneez-
ing, watery eyes, and nasal dis-
charges may be seen. Depression
resulting in loss of appetite and
decreased consumption of water
may occur. Egg production may
be impacted with a decrease in
production and/or softshell or
misshapen eggs. A bird’s comb,
wattle, head, eyelids, and hocks
may swell. Combs and wattles
may turn purple. Nervous system
disorders include tremors, inco-
ordination, and unusual positions
of the head. Diarrhea has been
reported on occasions.

For the backyard poultry enthu-

siast, practicing biosecurity isthe
best and cheapest way to prevent
the introduction of avian influenza
virusand any other poultry disease
into the flock.

Basic biosecurity includes
sanitation, isolation, and basic
knowledge of clinical signs of
the disease. Sanitation involves
keeping pens, cages, feed bowls,
and water bowls clean. Dead birds
should be disposed of properly
by rendering, burying, burning or
composting.

A person should never enter
an area where poultry are housed
unless they are wearing clean
clothes and shoes. Avoid borrow-
ing or loaning tools, equipment or
cages with other poultry produc-
ers. Keep poultry isolated from
visitors.

See INFLUENZA page 11
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INFLUENZA

When returning home from
a show or sale, producer should
quarantine birds for 30 days and
clean all transporting cages and
vehicles with a disinfectant. Pro-
tect domestic poultry form being
exposed to wild birds and their
droppings by keeping poultry pens
covered, by keeping them away
from ponds and by keeping them
away from wild bird feeders.

New birds should be quar-
antine for 30 days before being
introduced into an existing flock.
Oncetogether, closely observethe
flock for any unusual signs that
may be early clues to the start of
an infection.

For producers who would like
more information on poultry bio-
security, the Oklahoma Coopera-
tive Extension Service has a fact
sheet ANSI-8301 Small Flock Bi-

FARM & RANCH "Wl

Continued from page 10

osecurity for Prevention of Avian
Influenza. United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) has
aweb site explaining biosecurity
in greater detail at www.healthy-
birds.aphis.usda.gov.

Hopefully, backyard poultry
producers will not have to deal
with avian influenza. However, if
ever in question about a sudden
deathor if alarge numbersof birds
become sick, you should contact
your local veterinarian, extension
educator, state veterinarian, or the
USDA at 1-866-536-7593. The
USDA'’s number is available 24
hours aday.

References

Final Report for the 2014-2015
Outbreak of Highly Pathogenic
Avian Influenza (HPAI) in the
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Practicing biosecurity is the best and cheapest way to prevent the
introduction of avian influenza virus. (Photo by Laci Jones)
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GROW WITH MBS SEED THIS SPRING'
Quality seed backed up by knowledgeable service.

Visit mbsseed.com for more information and to find a local dealer near you
“Buy local and support our communities.”

MBS SEED

Denton, Texas * 940-387-2701 « www.mbsseed.com

STEEL BUILDING SYSTEMS

[ ——
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|'Nl|1 T ”“”

Farm e Industrial » Commercial

888-754-1985

INFO@RHINOBLDG.COM
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R ANCHING IN

By Ralph Chain

The Chain Ranch Red Angus Sale was held on March 25. (Courtesy of Chain Ranch)

e cannot believe how
busy we have beenthis
spring. It seems like

there is no rest what-so-ever if
you arefarming and ranching. We
were lucky to finally get through
calving our first-calf heifers, with
a 90 plus percent live calf rate,
which is not too bad for first-calf
heifers. We were also lucky to
have good weather in Oklahoma
and Kansas when our commercial
cows calved.

Therearetwo things| dread in
the spring, tornadoes and prairie
fires. We are so thankful that the
terrible fires that were out west
of us missed our Medicine Lodge
Ranch by one mile. Everything
that you spent your lifetime ac-
cumulating can be destroyed in

12 | MAY 2017

about five minutes in a tornado
or fire. It goes to show you how
uncertain lifeis.

We have experienced some
prairie fires on our ranches. Sev-
era yearsback welost 26 milesof
fence in one fire. In another fire in
Kansas, it burnt up al our fence.
All we did that winter was build
fence. Fortunately we didn’t lose
any cattle.

When this article was written
in early April, we were taking
yearling cattle off wheat pasture
the last two or three weeks. We
try to get them off thewheat by the
March 15. That takes us almost a
month to do this.

The heavy cattle (750 pounds
to 850 pounds) go to the Cattle-
man’'s Choice Feedyard in Gage,

Okla. Our lighter cattle are sent
to our Kansas Flint Hills Ranch
at Augusta, Kan.

They spend about 100 days
thereto put on another 200 pounds,
making them weigh around 800
pounds or more, and then they go
to the feedyard.

Then we go through our heif-
ers, selecting around 500 head
off the top end for replacement
heifers. The balance goes to the
feedyard if they are heavy or to
grass if they are light. We were
redly fortunate, with the Lord's
help, our cattle did really well on
wheat pasture this year.

We work all day long, go to
bed at night, figuring on a good
night’s rest, the Sheriff’s office
or the Highway Patrol call at 3

am. saying we have cattle out on
Highway 270, one of the busiest
highwaysin Oklahoma. Weget on
the phone, call al the help, and go
to get the cattle off the highway.

We drive up and down the
highway and the only cattle we
find is a 400-pound calf. It may
be the neighbor’s cattle and it
may be our ranch’s, but you have
to go look.

So we get out on this busy
highway and try to slow traffic
down, but instead, they speed up,
thinking we are trying to hijack
them or something.

One year we had our neigh-
bor’s horses get out. We called
him and he come flying down
Highway 270, and hehit and killed
See SPRING page 13
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Continued from page 12

two of hisown horses.

We had our Red Angus Sale
on March 25. Y ou cannot believe
how much responsibility that is
putting cattle information in cata-
logs and sorting them. We thank
the Lord because we had areadly
good sale.

Besides that, we have been & B g— = . _
fertilizing all of our canola and \ A i = T o e S TN ""'!F.Ef"' i
wheat, and all the cattle we send e 1} T f ; N
to Cattleman’s Choice Feedyard J at* firg %
have to be tagged. We aso have [ ) _ 2L
this year’s calf crop to work on g . | : ' @D
our various ranches, which will ; )
take another 30 days.

So you can see, thereisno rest
for the wicked or for the farmer
and rancher. But the Lord helpsus
every day. Every morning at our
office we have prayer and Bible
reading; that's the only way to
get through. &

CATTLE 3~ FEEDERS

Visit us at 3cfeeders.com

We've been in the cattle business for more than 30 years and tried virtually every feeding method.
Through trail and error, we developed a cattle feeder which would be efficient, effective and economical.
This is the 3C Cattle Feeder, and we invite you to experience it for yourself.

4000 Lb Capaci
Sliding Lid for over bin use

Clyde, Casey & Bear Runyan ¢ P.O. Box 144, Mill Creek, OK 74856
Office: 580-384-3943 e« After Hours: 580-384-5741 « Patent No. 6263833
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1924 E. Choctaw Avenue, Chickasha, OK

 Boh Lowe Inc.

Oklahoma's premier Case IH dealer
of tractors and implements

" 405-224-6500 * lowefarm. com

] _rn_att McClain
18- 687 6461
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Damian Hellman | 119 S. Main, Muenster | 940-159-2241
Jeff Hellman | 1211 N. Dixon, Gainesville | 940-655-2121

Custom Feed Mixes » Cubes  Seeds * Chemicals
Animal Heaith e Fertilizer
Custom Spreading- Dry & Liquid Fertilizers

Affiliated with Tony's Seed & Feed

' '”GOLDCROSS @uu AND NATURALS

Goat & Sheep Feed PREMIUM NON-GMO LIVESTOCK FEEDS

Yy nh . Ban,

MUENSTER & GRINESVILLE
www.tonysseedandfeed.com
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T he sugarcane aphid (SCA)
has damaged grain sor-
ghum crops across Okla-
homa and Texas for the past few
years, and in the process, many
producers have seen severe crop
damage and yield loss. But re-
searchers at many universities,
including Oklahoma State Univer-
sity have identified grain sorghum
varieties that exhibit tolerance to
the pest, which can help produc-
ers keep someyield asthey try to
control the SCA.

The SCA first appeared in
Oklahoma in 2014, and quickly
began damaging fields across the
state.

2014 was when we saw them
in Oklahoma for the first time,”
said Gary Strickland, OSU Coop-
erative Extension Agent for Jack-
son County, Altus. Strickland pre-
viously served as the OSU grain
sorghum extension researcher, and
continues to study the crop today.
2016 turned out to be better than
expected.”

The SCA is atiny insect that
feeds off the nutrients of grain
sorghum plants. Infestations can
spread quickly.

“They have piercing, sucking
mouthparts. They are eating on
the juices of the plant, the sap in
the plant,” Strickland said. “They
then excretehoneydo,” andif you
look at their colonies, you might
have one or two, and the next day,
you might have 50 or 60.”

Researchers have been look-
ing for waysto control the insect,
and found out that some grain
sorghum varietiesexhibit anatural
toleranceto the SCA, which helps
protect the plant by reducing the
SCA’s ability to feed off it. How-

WWW.OKFRONLINE.COM

By Everett Brazil, Il

ever, there may still be a limited
infestation in the field.

“The plant itself basically is
tolerant, by theinsect not piercing
and sucking,” said Heath Sanders,
OSU Southwest Area Agronomist,
Duncan. “[ The SCA] doesn’t nec-
essarily like that variety. Even if
you do have atolerant variety, you
might still have to spray. It's not
acure-al.”

The United Sorghum Checkoff
Program has identified 32 varieties
tolerant to the SCA. The list can
belocated at www.sorghumcheck-
off.com/newsroom/2016/03/28/
sugarcane-aphid/.

OSU researchers have studied
many of thesevarietiesat research
stations acrossthe state, including
Apache, Goodwell, Homestead,
Keyes, Tipton and Tonkawa.
Through that research, about 20
varieties have been identified as
viablein Oklahoma sclimate. The
list can be found in the OSU fact
sheet, CR 21-62, “ Grain Sorghum
Performance Trialsin Oklahoma,
2016.”

Oneof thesevarietiesisDekalb
3707, which has proven to be
one of the most tolerant varieties
available.

“[Dekalb] 3707 is kind of the
standard. That iswherethey found
the tolerance, and everything
refers backs to them,” Strickland
said.

Strickland participated in the
research, and identified several
other viable tolerant varieties,
especially for western Oklahoma.
Those include Dekalb 4807, and
Pioneer 86P20 and 83P17.

Planting dates also help, as
earlier maturity helps lower SCA
infestations as they have less of a

- —

:
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Planting early can help lower sugarcane aphid in grain sorghum
(Courtesy photo)

chance to affect the crop.

“Planting dates are crucial for
SCA management, so the earlier
that you can get the crop planted,
and have the emergence earlier
in the year, you get the crop to
maturity,” Sanders said. “They
gradually come in later in the
summer.”

Much grain sorghum research
islooking at breeding the tolerant
trait into the crop for moretol erant
varieties.

“The breeders are now select-
ing for these varieties. Every

variety they research now, they
aremaking sureit does havetoler-
ance,” Sanders said.

It is unclear how much SCA
pressurewill be present. Research-
ers are now encouraging produc-
ers to plant tolerant varieties to
protect against an ingestation.

“Economically, theleast sprays
you have, the better,” said Jerry
Goodson, Extension Assistant,
Southwest Research and Exten-
sion Center, Altus. “Y our bottom
line is better if you have some
help.” ®&
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Foal Diarrhea

What 1s the Cause”

By Lauren Lamb, DVM

on an |V fluids. Foals with infectious
diarrhea are usually depressed, not
eating and spend most of the day
lying down. (Courtesy of Lauren

g
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our broodmare is due to
Y foal any day. You have
spent countless hours
searching the internet for infor-
mation regarding newborn foals
(medical care, handling, etc.).
Finaly, thefoa arrivesand the
foaling process goes as planned.
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You make sure the foal gets his
colostrum within the first 12 hours
of birth because that is what the
internet says to do, and you dip
his umbilical cord in betadine.
The next morning you come out
to check on the fragile precious
package and all seems fine. Then it

happens, an owner’s worst night-
mare. At 36 hours of age, your foal
hasdiarrhea, seems depressed and
is not nursing.

The next thoughts going
through your head will most likely
include the following:

Do | cal my veterinarian?

Isthislife threatening?

Did | do something wrong?

What can possible cause my
precious foa to have diarrhea at
this age?

Isthisfoal heat diarrhea?

The list of questions can go on
See FOAL page 17
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Continued from page 16

Foal

and on when your foal has diar-
rhea. Inthisarticlewewill discuss
the main causes for foa diarrhea,
clinical signs of infectious diar-
rhea, help differentiate between
infectious and foal heat diarrhea
and list some of the treatment and
preventative measures for foal
diarrhea.

Foal diarrhea can be broken
down into infectious and non-in-
fectious diarrhea. Non-Infectious
diarrhea is caused by changes in
the gastrointestinal tract’s normal
flora. Flora is another name for
the good bacteria living inside
theintestine. Foal heat diarrheais
the most common cause of non-
infectious diarrhea.

Foal heat diarrhea is seen in
foals between the ages of five to
14 days. Thethought that foal heat
diarrheaissecondary to changesin
the mare’'s milk is an old wives
tae.

The true cause of foal heat
diarrhea stems from the foal
exploring its surrounding en-
vironment. Similar to a human
baby, foals will put anything and
everything in their mouth as they
begin to explore the world around
them. During this time, they will
also practice coprophagy (eating
feces), which may sound nasty,
but it ishow the foal establishesa
normal bacterial flora population
in its gastrointestinal tract.

A foal with non-infectious
diarrhea will usualy be bright,
alert, active and nurse normally.
They rarely have a fever greater
than 102 degrees Fahrenheit.
Most non-infectious diarrheawill
resolve without therapy in two to
three days. Thefoa’ stemperature
should be taken twice a day until
the diarrhea resolves. Y ou should
contract your veterinarian if the
foal’s diarrhea does not resolve
in three days or if they become
depressed, stop eating or develop
afever.

Foals with infectious diarrhea

WWW.OKFRONLINE.COM

can gofrom being active and nurs-
ing to death’ sdoor step in amatter
of hours. Infectious diarrhea can
beduetoavira or bacterial infec-
tion in the gastrointestinal tract.
Common bacterial causesinclude
Salmonella Spp., Clostridium per-
fringens, Clostridium difficile and/
or EscherichiaColi (E. Coli). Ro-
tavirusisthe most common cause
of viral infectious diarrhea.

Rotavirus will affect foals be-
tween the ages of five to 35 days
of age. Thisisahighly contagious
virus that will spread through a
farm at arapid rate. The virusis
spread from foal to foal by direct
ingestion of the virus.

Foalswill have profuse watery
diarrhea that is yellow to orange
in color. Foals that are infected
at ayounger age become moreiill
compared to foalsthat areinfected
three to four weeks after birth.
Foalsthat develop diarrheaduring
an outbreak scenario need to be
moved to an isolated area of the
farm to prevent further spread of
the virus to healthy foals.

Therapy for foasinfected with
rotavirus is mainly supportive.
They are placed on IV fluids, pro-
biotics, Bio-sponge and possible
antibioticsif their white cell count
is low. It can take five to 14 days
for a foal to recover completely
from a rotavirus infection. Once
they have recovered, they have
a good prognosis to make a full
recovery.

Clostridium Spp. can cause
diarrhea in a foal from birth to
10 days of age. The Clostridium
bacteria is in the environment
and thefoal s contract thisbacteria
by ingestion. Diarrhea caused by
Clostridium Spp. isbrown to red-
dish in color. This dark color is
secondary to blood in the feces,
which is caused by damageto the
colonwall.

If the foal has consumed an
adequate amount of colostrum,
they may not develop diarrhea

Picture of a 48-hour-old foal with yellow diarrhea. The diarrhea is
secondary to Rotavirus. This diarrhea is similar in appearance to the
type of diarrhea seen with foal heat. (Courtesy of Lauren Lamb)

or develop less severe clinical
signs.

Treatment for Clostridial diar-
rhea consists of supportive thera-
py, similar to rotavirus diarrhea,
along with systemic antibiotics.
There is a Clostridia vaccine that
can be given to the mare prior to
foaling. This vaccine will cause
the mare to develop antibodies
to the Clostridial bacterial. These
antibodies enter the foal’ s system
viathe colostrum and help prevent
aclinica infection.

Salmonella can cause diarrhea
in afoa at any age. The Salmo-
nella bacteria is found in the en-
vironment, but is frequently shed
by the mare.

Foals with a Salmonella Spp.
infection will usually have diar-
rhea that is similar in color to
Clostridial diarrhea. Similar to

foals infected with Clostridium,
if the foal receives an appropri-
ate amount of colostrum at birth,
they may not develop diarrhea or
develop lesssevereclinical signs.
Treatment for Salmonella Spp
diarrheaissimilar to treatment for
Clostridia diarrhea.

Inconclusion, foal diarrheacan
be a significant problem that could
resultin expensivevet billsor pos-
sibly death of your foal. Foal heat
diarrheais not seen until the foal
is five to 10 days of age.

If your foal develops diarrhea
prior to five days, there is a good
chanceitisaninfectiousdiarrhea
Foals with infectious diarrhea
should be seen by a veterinarian
as soon as possible. With proper
therapy, most foal swith infectious
diarrhea have a good chance for
survival. @&
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Thellannerdision

By Krista Lucas

British Sterling is the sire of Dave and Sherri Alexander's line of Gypsy Vanner horses. (Courtesy Dave Alexander)

rong, intelligent, docile, athletic and
Sol orful describe arelatively new cara-

an breed of equine. The Gypsy Vanner
may be a lesser-known breed, but its beauty
and styleleave alasting impression on anybody
who comes across one.

It all began back when gypsies wanted a
proper horse to pull their colorful caravans.
Originating in Great Britain, the breed was se-
lectively bred over the course of ahalf-century
by gypsies.

In 1996, the breed was brought over to the
United States and eventually named Gypsy
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Vanner in honor of their original use, with a
play on the word caravan.

The Gypsy Vanners' ancestors include the
Shire, Clydesdale and native British ponies,
making them “people-sized” draft horses.
They are average size, but possess draft-like
qualities. A Gypsy Vanner will sport heavy
bone and a broad body, while being 14 to 15
hands tall.

These come in a range of colors and also
have thick, flowing manes, tails and feather-
ing. There is aso no other breed with more
feathering than the Gypsy Vanner. Some even

grow mustaches!

Along with having a stunning physical ap-
pearance, the breed’ s temperament is engag-
ing and friendly, well, making them a popul ar
family horse. Gypsy Vanners can be seen
pulling wagons, ridden in the dressage ring or
as pleasure horses. They are aso popular trail
and therapy horses. These horsesare known as
the “golden retriever of horses’ for their love
of people and wanting to please.

Although thisbreed wasvery popular anong
the gypsies of Great Britain after World War
Continued on page 19
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Continued from page 25

Dave and Sherri Alexander with Sterling, their only Grand Vanner or Drum Horse. (Courtesy Dave Alexander)

I, it wasnot until two Americans,
Dennisand Cindy Thompson, dis-
covered the horseswhile on atrip
to the England countryside, that
the horses were established as a
breed. They started what isknown
as the very first home of America’s
first Gypsy Vanner horses, Gypsy
Gold Farm.

The couple eventualy created
the Gypsy Vanner Horse Society,
the world’s first registry recogniz-
ing ahorse devel oped by bands of
gypsies.

The society holds the breed

WWW.OKFRONLINE.COM

to avery high standard, and it is
their goal to preserve and protect
this unique breed by continuing
to breed quality caravan horses
and honoring what the gypsies
originally created.

Perhapsthe most famous of the
Gypsy Vannersisthestdlion“The
Gypsy King.” He was the second
Gypsy Vanner stallion to arrive
in North America. “The Gypsy
King” was trained by renowned
trainer Chris Cox and later by
clinician Lynn Palm.

When 2008 Olympic rider Pam

Fowler Grace rode the great stal-
lion, she said he was one of the
most extraordinary horses of any
breed she had ever ridden in her
lifetime. “The Gypsy King” was
even the inspiration for a Breyer
model horse.

An online search will pull up
many Gypsy Vanner farms from
al acrossthecountry. LocasDave
and Sherri Alexander of Gaines-
ville, Texas, have been raising
Gypsy Vanners for seven years.

The sire of their lineis British
Sterling, their only Grand Vanner

or Drum Horse.

A Grand Vanner is 15.1 hands
or taller, and the name Drum
Horse camefromtheline of horses
which the Queen of England
would choose to carry drums in
her parades.

As the founders of the Gypsy
Vanner Society, Thompson and
his late wife Cindy originally
hoped the Vanner vision would
continueto grow. Familieslikethe
Thompsons and the Alexanders
continue to work hard and pro-
mote the regal Gypsy Vanners.(
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lose your eyes and picture atall, slim
‘ cowboy with kind eyes, awide smile,

strong weathered hands, a quiet yet
firm mannerism and a worn out straw hat on
his head.

Y ou havejust met Phil Haugen. Haugen, a
native of northwest North Dakota, now resides
in Weatherford, Okla., with hisbeautiful wife
and partner Bridget. He and Bridget have one
daughter Hannah, 23 and one son, Wade, 19.

Haugen grew up knowing the value of
a well-trained horse and the importance of
creating a relationship with that horse based
on trust and respect, from both the rider and
the horse.

Having ridden/trained more than 2,000
horses and competed in 1,000 plus rodeos
during the course of hisrodeo career, Haugen
qualified for both the Badlands Circuit Finals
and the Professional Rodeo CowboysAssocia-
tion Prairie Circuit Finals.

During his rodeo career Haugen competed
in team roping, calf roping and saddle bronc
riding. In 1989 Haugen was awarded the
coveted Linderman Award. The Linderman
Award, created in 1966 by Rodeo News editor
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TRAINING THROUEH LINDERSTARDING

By Ddee Haynes

George Williams, isamemorial rewardthat is
presented yearly to the leading cowboy with
minimum earnings of $1,000 in three events;
rough stock and timed events must both be
represented.

Through hisexperience, Haugen has devel -
oped a unique training style based on his ex-
periencesin and out of the competition arena.
His training program focuses on the horse's
thinking side of the brain and the reaction side
of the brain, thus Haugen’ s saying “When you
train a horse to think, its body will follow.”

Knowing that each horse is different and
will progressdifferently, Haugen usesasimple
common sense approach, “training through
understanding.”

Simplefundamentals combined with effec-
tive and proven techniques enable the horse
to better understand the response their rider is
asking for, therefore allowing the horse to be
and feel successful and confident. Horses are
pleasers by nature, so good communication
between the horse and rider is the key.

A harsh redlity that many horse owners
do not realize is that a horse is a reflection of
his owner’s experience, knowledge and the

Phil Haugen has trained
more than 2,000 horses in
his career. (Courtesy of the
Haugen family)

amount of time spent with that animal.

Haugen emphasizes to be realistic with
expectations, be consistent, work smarter not
harder and to set a goal to be 1 percent better
each day. By striving to be 1 percent better
each day, by day 100 your horse will be 100
percent better. A minor change can often make
ahuge difference.

When looking for a good horse Haugen
looksfor eye appeal, disposition, athletic abil-
ity, and a confirmation with the hocks under-
neath and balanced on the hind quarters.

When training a horse, Haugen will show
the horse four to five different events. The
event they progress the quickest in will nor-
mally be the event that animal will excel in. A
horse, much like ahuman, will perform better
when put into a position where they can reach
their best potential.

When | asked Haugen one of his goals for
thefuture, he smiled and said to be an “aspiring
horseman,” continuing to get better at what he
lovesto do, devel oping each horsetoitsfullest
potential.

For more information www.philhaugen-
horsemanship.com. &
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Mother Nature's
Finest Fiber

\ Located in Historic Stockyard City

1401 S Agnew Ave,

Oklahoma City
(405) 642-8614

SHIPPING
ON ROPE ORDERS
OF 4 OR MORE

405.230.2104 N w&’

Historic Stockyards City 1400 5, Agnew OKC, 0K OKLAHOMA CITY STOCKYARDS
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"AQHA

YOUNG HORSE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

By Laci Jones and Oaklie Howard

T he American Quarter Horse
Association (AQHA) is
dedicated to helping youth
further their horsemanship skills
through the Y oung Horse Devel-
opment Program. The program
hel psyouth become more engaged
in the horse industry at a funda-
mental level that's both fun and
educational. While it is designed
to expand horsemanship knowl-
edge and abilities, youth partici-
pants also have the chanceto earn
scholarships and prizes.

“Conceptualized as a way
to provide youth with quality
weanlingsfrom AQHA Ranching
Heritage Breeders, the program
continues to be greatly supported
by weanling donations,” said Jacy
Hammer, AQHA manager of
Y outh Development & AQHYA.

Jim Hunt, chairman of the
AQHA Ranching Committee,
and his wife Joni recognized the
challenges young people have
purchasing a quality ranch-bred
horse and young families have
of entering arelatively expensive
industry. Thisconversation, which
took place in 2010, led to the es-
tablishment of the AQHA Y oung
Horse Development program in
2011.

Inan effort to reach out to those
who had an interest in the horse
industry, the Hunts started giv-
ing at least six quality weanlings
a year to teenagers who showed
an interest in horses. The young
adults eventually started showing
the horses in AQHA and other
horse competitions.

This generous donation in-
spired other Ranching Heritage
Breeders to get involved in the
movement. More than 55 horses
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The AQHA Young Horse Development Program has taught Oaklie Howard patience and responsibility.

(Courtesy of Oaklie Howard)

were donated by breeders across
thenation in 2016, and the number
of participantsand donated horses
has doubled in the 2017 program,
she added.

“This year, we have almost
60 participants from across the
United States,” Hammer added.
“AQHA youth staff has recently
taken stepsto further develop this
program’s outreach and educa-
tional value.”

The program requires partici-
pantsto compl ete several require-
ments from Jan. 1 through Sept.
30. Youth from ages 12 to 18 are
eligible for the nine-month pro-
gram. One of those participantsis
18-year-old, Oaklie Howard from
Morrison, Okla.

“| actually found out about the
program by chance,” Howard said.
“1 was looking up information
for my grandma on the AQHA
website when | found out about
the program three days before the
deadline.”

Once accepted, the participants
are assigned a Ranching Heritage
Breeder who donates horses for
the program. Howard said once
she contacted her breeder from
New Mexico, she had achoice be-
tween three fillies—two red roan
and one chestnut. When selecting
her horse, Howard said shelooked
for a balance between breeding
and conformation. Howard chose
one of the red roan fillies.

When she picked her horse,

Howard met the breeder in Ama-
rillo, Texas, to begin training.
Howard said the trailer ride home
was “a breeze,” and she imme-
diately began working with her.
While she trains her horse, Lyric,
herself, theyoung horsetrainer has
support along the way from fam-
ily, friends and other mentors.

“You have people who help
you throughout the program,”
she added. “ Through AQHA, you
have a professional horseman to
help. We have to get in contact
with them and have mentoring
sessions.”

Howard said training a young
horse has given her responsibility
and a sense of accomplishment.
See HORSE page 23
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Continued from page 22

HORSE -

While she is currently in the
middle of the program, Howard
said the program has taught her
patience and how to be a better
horseman.

“Youthlearn, inaworld of fast-
paced, instant things, that it just
takestime,” said Maggie Gilmore,
Howard's grandmother. “Horses
make a difference with kids.”

She has used training tech-
niques from different trainers in-
cluding Clinton Andersontotrain
her horse. The program requires
participants to watch several we-
binars on managing expenses and
horse nutrition.

“You also have to keep track
of your horse's growth and the
expense and income you get,”
she added.

Participants are required to
send monthly reports includ-
ing a photo of their weanling, a
horsemanship report and a one
to two-page progress report. The
progress report should document
the participant’s horsemanship
goals and achievements.

They are aso required to com-
pete in one halter class or show-
manship class at an AQHA, 4-H,
FFA or other local show.

After the program, participants
can keep their free weanlings.
Howard plansto keep training her
horse, Lyric, for different events
including reined cow horse and
possibly cutting. She also plans
to get more involved in AQHA
events, and hopes more Oklahoma
youth will get involved in the pro-
gram next year.

“Thisbeingahorsestate, | hope
therewill bealot more peoplein-
volved,” Howard added. “It's a
great program. If you have some-
one like me who enjoys working
with younger horses or wants to
train their own for the first time,
it'sagreat opportunity.”

To get involved in the AQHA
Y oung Horse Development Pro-
gram, visit www.agha.com. &
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Oaklie Howard with her { . |
weanling, Lyric. (Courtesy %
kof Oaklie Howard)
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Serves: 6-8 Servings
Total Time: 30 minutes

[NGREDIENTS

Y-pound pizza dough

1/2 cup pizza sauce

1 1/2 cups grated mozzarella cheese
10 slices salami

8 slices deli honey ham

1 egg, beaten

Dried parsley & Parmesan cheese
Extra pizza sauce

DIRECTIONS

Preheat oven to 500 degrees Fahrenheit.
Line large rimmed cookie sheet with parch-
ment or spray lightly with non-stick cooking
spray. Spread pizza out on baking sheet to be
approximately 10X16. Spread pizza sauce
over 2/3 of the dough lengthwise, leaving
a 3X16 rectangle of plain dough along one
of the edges. Top sauce with half the grated
cheese, salami and ham. Top with remaining
cheese. Brush the plain strip of dough with the
egg. Fold in the sides about an inch and brush
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them with egg.

Roll up like a jelly roll lengthwise, starting
along the long edge of dough topped with all
the fillings and ending with the plain strip of
dough on the bottom of the roll. Tuck the ends
of the dough under to seal them.

Brush the entire Stromboli with egg and
gently cut slats in the top of the dough every
1 to 2 inches. Sprinkle parsley and cheese
over top and bake 8 to 10 minutes or until
bubbly and golden. Remove from oven, cool
5 minutes and slice in pieces. Serve with more
pizza sauce. @&
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Life of a Runch Wife

By Lanna Mills

ecently we traveled across
R the state line into Texas for
aranch rodeo that my hus-
band Gary and some of his cow-
boy buddies were participating in.
This particular event was a benefit
ranch rodeo along with an open
ranch bronc riding, an auction and
a dance. The proceeds were given
to the families of the young people
who tragically lost their lives in
the wildfires that swept through
the Texas Panhandle while trying
to save their cattle.

It was said that more than
$15,000 was raised at this event
alone. It is wonderful to see cow-
boys and ranchers come together
to help each other in a time of
crisis, knowing that it could have
very well been themselves who
were struck by this horrific di-
saster.

Ranch rodeos are unlike or-
dinary rodeos. The events are
based off of the duties of cowboys
on real working ranches. They
promote ranching heritage and
western lifestyle. Ranch rodeos
are probably the only time you
will see someone pay to do what
they do all day for a living. It gives
them the opportunity to compete
against others and showcase their
skills. If they are lucky they may
even collect some prize money
and belt buckles.

Each ranch rodeo is differ-
ent and offers an assortment of
events including sorting, doctor-
ing, branding, trailer loading,
stray gathering, wild cow milking
or ranch bronc riding. Rules will
vary rodeo to rodeo. Events may
vary on time limits, loop limits on
certain events and some may allow
cowhboys to tie their ropes on while
others will not.

Before the rodeo begins, there
will be a “grand entry.” This is
where the teams will ride into the
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. Sorting is an event where the
© cattle are held in a certain area
= of the arena marked with a
% line. (Photo by Lanna Mills)

arena and will be introduced by
the announcer. Someone will ride
in carrying the American Flag.
The teams will line up and the
cowboys will remove their hats.
At every rodeo, someone will sing
the national anthem and another
will say a prayer. It makes one feel
patriotic to see the red, white and
blue flag representing our great
nation blow in the breeze.
Sorting

Sorting is an event where the
cattle are held in a certain area
of the arena marked with a line.
The cattle are numbered and the
team will be drawn a designated
number.

One cowboy will sort out the
team’s designated number, and
push them across the line. The
other cowboys will hold the line
and try to turn back any unwanted
cattle from crossing. If any un-
wanted cattle cross the line the
team will be given a “no time.”

The objective is to get your
cattle across the line in the least
amount of time. There is usually
a time limit on this event of about

two minutes, and if the team ex-
ceeds the time limit it will result
in a “no time.” On the ranch,
cowboys may be required to sort
calves off the cows when time to
wean or sort cattle to be sold or
moved to another pasture.
Doctoring

Similar to sorting, doctoring is
where one calf is sorted from the
herd. When the calf crosses the
line, the cowboys head and heel
and mark it with chalk or paint
stick. This event is also based on
fastest time and will usually have
a time limit and possibly a rope
limit-meaning that the cowboys
may only throw their ropes a
certain number of times. If the
cowboys exceed the time or rope
limit, the team will be given a
“no time.”

On the ranch at times it is nec-
essary for the cowboys to rope a
sick wheat pasture calf or a cow
with hoof rot and give him or her
a shot.

Branding

Branding consists of calves

placed in a designated area of the

arena. Sometimes there will be
cows with the calves. One mem-
ber of the team will be horseback,
while two will flank and one will
brand. Members of other teams
will hold the line and not allow
the calves to scatter. The man
horseback will ride into the herd,
rope and drag a calf out.

Once the calf is received by the
flankers, he will ride back in to
catch his next calf. Rules usually
state that the man horseback is not
allowed to lope in the herd. Some
events insist on only legal catch
being two back feet while others
will allow you to catch the calf by
the neck or a single back foot.

Branding is a regular occur-
rence on the ranch. Branding al-
lows ranchers to keep track of their
cattle and deter potential thieves
as well as administer proper vac-
cinations and cut any bull calves.
Long ago, when cattle from many
ranches grazed together, the cattle
were branded so at roundup,
ranchers knew which cattle be-
longed to which.

See WIFE page 29
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SHERIDAN

MEDICAL LODGE

Our Nest Facility
Providing Short Term

Rehabilitation & Long
Term Care

Medical Services Lifestyle Services & Amenities

* Physical, Occupational, & Speech Therapies ¢ Three Nutritious and Delicious Daily Meals
* 24-hour Skilled Nursing Care * Complimentary Wi-Fi and Phone Service

* Electronic Medical Records * Complimentary Transportation for Guests
* IV Infusion Therapy » Barber Shop/Beauty Salon Services
 Palliative Care * Personal Laundry Service

* Wound Care * Housekeeping Services

* Bi-paps and C-paps » Large, Open Rehabilitation Gym

* Hydrocollator * Comfortable Dining Room

* Cyrotherapy » Semi-Private Suites with Private Shower

* Medication Administration e Cable TV

* Diabetes Management * Wi-Fi

* Restorative Nursing * Comfortable, Therapeutic Electric Beds
* Tracheotomy Care * Wii-Hab

* Short Wave Diathermy * Nu-step Machines

* Medicaid Beds

All Insurances Accepted

1119 S. Red River EXPY | Burkburnett, TX 76354
SheridanML.com | Phone: 940.569.9500
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* The right size for your project.
» The right price for your budget.

» Delivered where you need it and
picked up when you’re finished.

Secure. Affordable. Convenient.

To learn more, contact your local Mobile Mini e
branch or visit us at www.mobilemini.com. — ity - : L <~

2900 Henry S. Grace Fwy.

]

7,

12044 E. Pine St. 14120 S. Meridian Wichita Falls, TX
Tulsa, OK 74116 OKC, OK 73173 940-687-2726
918-879-1176 405-814-1300

www.ascoeq.com

Accredited Ranch and Land Brokers
Your Brand for Ranches and Trophy Properties
Brokers: Bob & Sandy Bahe, ALC
Office: 918-426-6006 Toll Free 844-ALB-LAND

WorldClassRanches.com

Albert Pike 160 ;160 acres, m/l, Wildhorse Creek 160 acres, m/l, Peaceable Creek Ilumll: 116 acres,

hunting property with scenic views. 1 E.xcc]h:nt fences, currently |'f1nning 3I5 Beautiful combination ranch, m/l, 3500'sqft home, corrals,
Mile from Lake Eufala. pairs, pond, flat to gently rolling terrain, Wildhorse Creek and 3 ponds, improved live water creeks, fenced, Bermuda &
$345,000 just minutes to Durant, OK $877,225 grasses $312,000 native grass pastures $750,000

Faleonhead Ranch; 1,305 acres, m/1 Cross T Ranel; 2,000 acres m/l Little River GOO; 600 acres, m/l House, Agri Enterprise; 3,750 acres, m/l,

High perimiter fencing, cross fenced, Current cow/calf capacity 250+, barns, river bottom soils, improved grasses, Multiple income producing entities;

ponds in every pasture, 250 cow calf pairs  pasture, working pens, ponds, fencing, steel pens, barns, sheds, ponds, Little ranch, farm, feedlot, sod farm, arena,
capacity with management. $3,750,000  wildlife, county road access. $2,925,000 River, seasonal stream, fenced, stocking & irrigation $34,950,000

rate of 210 pairs. $1,700,000

_z.g?q o ACCREDITED
|

2014 | (2015 |( 2016 To view all of our listings go to:
BEST

BESTIBESTIBESTIBEST www.WorldClassRanches.com
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Continued from page 26

Trailer Loading

Trailer loading is made up of an
empty trailer placed in the arena.
A yearling is turned out and the
team must rope it and drag it into
the trailer.

Once the yearling is shut in the
front of the trailer and the rope
has been removed, the cowboys
must load one of their horses in
the back and shut and latch the
trailer gate. After cowboys must
hurry to the hood of the pickup or
get in the truck, which so ever the
rules read. This event is also based
on the fastest time and may have
a time or loop limit.

Like other events, cowboys use
this technique on the ranch. Some-
times cattle cannot be penned or
one may get on the neighbor’s
and cowboys must rope it in the
pasture and transport it to the ap-
propriate location whether it be

a set of pens, to the sale barn or
turned back out to pasture.
Stray Gathering

Stray gathering is where the
team is on one end of the arena.
Two head of cattle are turned out,
and the cowboys must rope and
tie down both head. Once again
the fastest time is the objective,
and there is most often a limit on
loops thrown and time.

Stray gathering and trailer load-
ing go hand in hand on the ranch.
Cattle must be roped and tied town
until someone can bring the truck
and trailer to load them.

Wild Cow Milking

Wild cow milking is probably
the most exciting event and is a
real thrill to watch. One cow is
turned out and one cowboy is to
rope her. The other team members
are a-foot and run to her once she
is roped and begin to try to milk

her. Usually one cowboy will get
her by the head and one by the
tail and try to hold her still while
the other collects the milk in a
bottle. One team member then
runs the milk to the judge where
he makes sure the milk was, in
fact, collected.

Like other events, wild cow
milking usually has a time limit
and a loop limit and fastest time
wins. This event can get chaotic,
as the momma cows doesn't take
to kindly to being roped and
milked.

It is unlikely that you will see
this exact thing happening on the
ranch. However, sometimes a
cow’s teats will be too large for a
newborn calf to suck, and she will
have to be milked so that the calf
can latch on.

Ranch Bronc Riding

Ranch bronc riding is similar

to saddle bronc riding but the
cowboy uses his everyday ranch
saddle. The chute opens and the
cowboy must stay on for eight
seconds, and will receive a “no
time” if he is bucked off before.
Some ranch rodeos allow the cow-
boy to use a night latch, allowing
the cowboy to hold on with his
free hand.

The cowboy is given a score
based on how well he rides. This
event represents working ranch
cowboys breaking colts. When in
the pasture a horse may start buck-
ing and the cowboy must try his
hardest to stay on. If he is bucked
off he may have a long walk back
to the house or pickup.

Watching the cowboys com-
pete in a ranch rodeo is extremely
entertaining and you will gain a
great respect for just how hard
these cowboys work. @&
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Forst leading her horse,
Gypsy out of the barn
at the ranch. (Photo by
Laci Jones)
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ire engulfed thousands of
Facres of land across Colo-

rado, Kansas, Texas and
Oklahoma in early March. Ranch-
ers risked everything to try to save
their animals as their livelihoods
went up in flames.

Terry Stuart Forst, a fifth-
generation rancher, just returned
from helping with the relief efforts
in Kansas when she sat down at
the Stuart Ranch Headquarters.
Forst, who was full of laughter on
that spring day, but quiet when she
spoke of the recent wildfires.

“It’s devastating,” Forst ex-
plained. “It’s us. | know it is hard
for people who don’t make their
living off the cows and grass to
totally understand. For those of
us who do, we are right there with
them.”

The recent devastation hit
home for Forst as she has spent
more than 40 years in the industry,
nurturing the land her ancestors
bestowed to her.

History of Stuart Ranch

For nearly 150 years, Stuart
Ranch has faced droughts, flood-
ing, tornadoes and have perse-
vered. The ranch was founded by
Forst’s great-great grandfather,
Robert Clay Freeny. In 1838,
Robert Freeny traveled to Choc-
taw Nation, Indian Territory and
married Sarah “Sallie” Ellis.

The couple, along with their
13-year-old son, Robert “Clay”
Freeny, Jr., settled 14 miles west
of Atoka in Boggy Depot in 1868.
During that time, the family raised
cotton, oats and corn.

“Cotton was huge back in
that area across the Highway 70
corridor,” Forst said. “l had al-
ways been told they traded a lot
of horses and mules to the U.S.
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Army.”

Before her death in 1868,
Sarah Ellis Freeny gave birth to 12
children. That same year, Robert
Freeny moved the family to Caddo
before relocating north of what
was once known as the Redlands
in Blue County, Choctaw Nation,
Indian Territory. Clay Freeny took
over the operation after Robert
Freeny died in 1878.

Clay Freeny, also known as
Judge Freeny, continued to farm
as well as raise cattle, horses and
mules. He was named the County
and Probate Judge of Blue County,
Choctaw Nation, Indian Territory.
After the death of his wife, Mary
Beck in 1894, he married Jose-
phene Baxter.

Freeny Stuart resided and operated
the ranch.

R.T. Stuart focused on improv-
ing the cattle operation, introduc-
ing Hereford cattle to the ranch.
Two years after they were mar-
ried, Robert Terry “Bob” Stuart,
Jr., was born. Bob Stuart later
took over the operation in 1950,
where he focused on improving
the horse operation by purchasing
the ranch’s first Quarter Horse in
the ‘40s.

Bob Stuart purchased a stallion
named Big Shot Dun from 3-D
Stock Farm, a part of the Wag-
goner Ranch, in 1949. Progeny
bred to Son O Leo, purchased in
1961, proved to be a successful
match.

“To know you are able to carry on @
legacy that started 150 years ago, and
know that you have been entrusted
to make sure you hold it together, I

don' take that lightly”

At the turn of the century, Car-
rie “lda” Freeny was born to Judge
Freeny and Baxter. She attended
the Tuskahoma Choctaw School
for Girls and later married Robert
Terry Stuart, the son of a cattle
rancher, in 1931.

After working with the Pacific
Mutual Insurance Company and
the American Home Life Insur-
ance Company in Fort Worth,
R.T. Stuart purchased the Mid-
Continent Insurance Company
in Muskogee, Okla., in 1916.
He relocated the company to
Oklahoma City, where he and Ida

The Terry Stuart Forst €ra

Forst was born in Oklahoma
City in 1954. Forst inherited her
father’s passion for horses, riding
every chance she could get. While
Bob Stuart was supportive of his
daughter’s passion for showing
horses, he pushed her to find her
own path. Forst showed in the
American Quarter Horse Associa-
tion Youth classes.

“I struggled, fumbled and
showed up,” Forst explained. “I
learned a lot the hard way, and |
certainly wasn’t going to quit.”

Forst continued to show horses

oy

in the AQHA shows after she
turned 18, enrolling at Oklahoma
State University in Stillwater,
Okla., bringing horses along. Forst
pursued a bachelor’s degree in
animal science.

The university helped Forst de-
velop relationships that have last-
ed for decades. After graduating in
1976, she returned to the ranch and
helped her father with the horse
program. The OSU alumna said
she had the intention of returning
to the ranch after graduation. Her
goal was to prepare herself for her
role on the ranch.

“That is all | ever wanted,” she
explained. “I never wanted to go
anywhere else, but | wanted to
do a good job for him. That was
important to me.”

When asked what her father
taught her, she laughed and said
her dad “threw me to the wolves,”
but in a good way.

“l learned a lot on my own,
but I learned things because of
either questions he would ask or
questions | would have about the
way he was doing things,” the
rancher said.

After returning to the ranch, the
father-daughter duo enhanced the
horse program, later earning the
AQHA Best of Remuda award in
1995. Due to conflicting visions
for the ranch, Forst left Stuart
Ranch in 1989 and worked for a
real estate broker.

“I really wasn’t sure if | would
go back to the ranch, but I wanted
to stay in agriculture and in this
business.”

With two young boys to raise,
Forst was accepted in the Texas
Christian University’s ranch man-
agement program. The program
Continued on page 34
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Continued from page 32

Stuart

(Left to right) Robert Clay Freeny founded the ranch in 1868. Clay Freeny received the nickname Judge Freeny after being named “County and
Probate Judge” of Blue County, Choctaw Nation, Indian Territory. (Courtesy of Stuart Ranch)

was a stepping stone for Forst.
She had her real estate license
and wanted to become a rural
appraiser.

Forst was preparing to start
her own business when her father
called and asked her to take a look
at a piece of property.

The property was one of the
few contiguous operations in
Oklahoma, which peaked Bob
Stuart’s interest. She visited the
property and prepared a manage-
ment plan. When she presented
the plan to him, he asked her to
execute the plan.

“We made a deal where | had to
get him profitable within a certain
period of time, or | was going to
leave,” Forst explained. “l had a
job and if I couldn’t do it, then |
wasn’t the one he needed.”

They purchased the 11,000
acres east of Waurika, Okla., in
1992. She hired her TCU col-
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league, Jay Adcock as the cow
boss. While it was a monumental
task, Forst followed the manage-
ment plan and succeeded while
she and her family were still living
in Caddo, Okla.

Soon after, Forst moved the
family to Waurika, Okla., and
took over the operation as ranch
manager. The ranch manager said
when she took over, she had goals
for the ranch and a deadline to
reach them.

Preparing for the Worst

Forst continued to learn through
reading literature and exposing
herself to new ideas in ranching.
To this day, the ranch manager
considers herself “a sponge” when
it comes to range management.
She has worked with her crew to
understand more about grazing
within the last five years.

“There’s always been a limit-
ing factor—water,” Forst ex-

plained. “There is no groundwater
here, only surface water. When
you are surface water dependent,
it changes the dynamic of a lot of
things.”

While the ranch always pre-
pares for the worst, the drought of
2011 was monumental. From one
extreme to another, she said 2014
and 2015 saw massive amounts of
rain. The ranch has faced weather
challenges throughout the past few
years, but Forst said those are situ-
ations they must manage.

Allocating money each year
toward water development is an
integral part of the budget because
they understand how critical it is.
This year, she plans to increase
distribution to become more ef-
ficient. Forst has worked with
her crew in implementing these
changes.

“In order to be real effective,
you have to surround yourself with

people who are better than you,”
she said. “We all need to strive to
be the best we can be.”

future Generations

“A family operation is one of
the most difficult operations to be
a part of, but it is also the most
rewarding,” Forst explained. “To
know you are able to carry on
a legacy that started 150 years
ago, and know that you have
been entrusted to make sure you
hold it together, | don’t take that
lightly.”

While the responsibility can
be daunting at times, Forst has
tried to prepare the next genera-
tion to take the reins. The mother
of two has turned many sections
of the operation over to the next
generation, her sons Robert and
Clay Forst.

“I think it is more advantageous
for them to make mistakes while
I can help them through it,” she

OKFR®&



Continued from page 34

PROFILE "W

added. “They have done awonder-
ful job and have worked hard their
whole lives.”

Both Robert and Clay un-
derstand learning is an ongoing
process. Forst said ranching will
only continue to get more difficult
as society finds themselves further
removed from agriculture. The
rancher said a rancher needs to be
resilient, dedicated and have faith
to be successful.

“| think you have to have a
tremendous faith in God,” the
rancher stated. “We are just stew-
ards.”

Stuart Ranch by the Numbers

Knowing if the ranch does not
move forward, it will move back-
wards, Forst has made it her mis-
sion to evolve. Today, the ranch
consists of 45,000 acres of land.

“Qur pastures are in good
shape,” Forst explained. “This
year’s prescribed burn was the
best in 30 years.”

The ranch incorporated a no-
till method in their operation.
Thinking long-term, Forst said
she hopes to increase soil fertility
and cease using fertilizer 15 years
from now.

Forst’s grandfather, R.T. Stu-
art, started with Herefords, but
today they have Hereford and
Angus cattle. The black baldie is
their super cow—making up about
60 percent of the herd. While the
cow herd number is down to 1,600
head, they plan to build their num-
bers this year.

“A goal for us is to be better
next year than we were this year,”
she added. “We sold heifers when
the market was good, so now is
when we want to start building the
herd more than anything.”

Selling many of their replace-
ment heifers has helped the rancher
focus on improving herd genetics
by developing an efficient and
productive cow. Along with their
cow/calf herd, the ranch also
specializes in stocker cattle. The

WWW.OKFRONLINE.COM

At 29 years old, R.T. Stuart was the president of American Home Life Insurance Company. (Courtesy of

Stuart Ranch)

steers do well in the feedlot, ac-
cording to Forst.

The Stuart Ranch horse op-
eration has expanded to include
50 broodmares. Horses are used
every day on the ranch. Training
horses for the show pen, they
compete in the National Reined
Cow Horse Association events.
The ranch participates each year in
the Snaffle Bit Futurity in October.
Forst said they are excited the fu-
turity is moving from Reno, Nev.,
to Ft. Worth, Texas because of the
closer proximity to the ranch.

Being progressive, Forst is
always thinking outside the box in
all operations. In the future, Forst
hopes new additions will set the
ranch up for success for the next
150 years, she added.

“We have diversified and
evolved from our roots and tradi-
tions,” Forst explained. “Those
things are important to us and we
highly value our legacy and what
we have been entrusted with and
hope to continue in a profitable
fashion.” @&

Forstis the fif
(Photo by Laci Jones)

N

eneration rancher of Stuart Ranch, taking overin 1992.
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75649 HWY 69 | Wagoner, OK

HORSE & TACK SALE

TACK: May 26" at 6:00pm

HORSES: May 27" at 11:00am

Alfalfa Available

« Catalog Fee $50.00 plus 8% with no PO fee

« All cataloged horse checks will not be mailed tell Monday

+ All non-cat. horses 8% with $20.00 PO Fee

« All horses will be charged a yardage & insurance fee.

- Catalog closes May 5%

+ Coggins required

- Vet on site

+ SELLING ALL TYPES: Quarter horses, paints, appaloosa, mules,
draft, pony, crossbreeds. Loose horses to follow.

+ ALL HORSES SOLD MUST HAVE HALTER & LEAD. If not, there
will be a charge.

Auctioneers: Ernie Schenker & Greg Smith
Send all info on catalogued horses to
Email or Text 918-440-6442

UPCOMING AUCTIONS:
July 21 & 22 - Sept. 22 & 23 « Nov. 24 & 25

Find us on facebook at Cross H Auction Co. LLC

Email: CrossHAuctionCo@gmail.com - Website: www.crosshauction.com
Brone Hendricks, Owner: 918-440-6047 - Troy Parrish: 918-530-8891

FIBERGLASS
TANK CO.

Farm & Ranch Tanks

No Rust, No Maintenance, No Worries
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| ONLY $19.95 FOR A YEAR!

. Call 940-872-2076 or mail this form to
" OKFR, P.O. Box 831, Bowie, Texas 76230
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DILLARD RANGC

CL y Senior Trip was
an ocean cruise
to Okinawa on a

warship,” Jerry Dillard laughed.
“l was drafted out of Ringling
High School in 1945 and after
basic training at Fort Hood, Texas,
shipped out to the Pacific.”

The war was soon over, and
Dillard and his unit were assigned
to guard Japanese war criminals,
including Emperor Hirohito and
Tokyo Rose and the stables hous-
ing Hirohito’s famous stallion,
White Snow.

A member of the 1st Cavalry,
Dillard received an Overseas Ser-
vice Bar, an Army of Occupa-
tion Ribbon, an Asiatic-Pacific
Campaign Ribbon and a Victory
Ribbon. He served with Ring-
ling friend, Don Howard for six
months.

“l couldn’t wait to get back
home and start my ranch,” Dil-
lard said.

That is exactly what Dillard
did. Finishing his high school
education, he began to put together
a herd of Herefords on the 1,980
acres south of Ringling left to him
by his late father, using the Rock-
ing Diamond brand.

“The Rocking Diamond was
one of two brands my grandfa-
ther, Lute Jackson, used,” Dillard
explained. “I found one of his old
branding irons hanging in the barn
and registered it and have been
using it ever since.”

He and Lavonia “Monie”
Faulkner were married in 1948.

“The first time I ever saw her
she was getting out of the car
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with her parents, Claude and Ada
Faulkner, in front of Tucker’s
Drug Store, where Moore’s is
now,” he added. “I thought she
just glowed in the dark! I think |
whistled at her.”

They moved into an old house
on the ranch and built a new ranch
house soon after. She continued to
be his helpmate until her death in
November 2016, after 68 years of
marriage. They had two children,
son Jerry Hamilton Dillard II,
known as “Jetty” and daughter
Donna Dillard Butler. Jetty died in
an automobile accident in 1977.

Dillard and his daughter
laughed about a time Monie saw
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a heifer trying to calve and went

out in her yellow house coat, got
the pullers attached and had to run
all over the pen when the heifer
decided to take off. But she got the
job done. “Monie smoothed out
the rough spots, and she was my
rodeo cheerleader,” he said.

Born in 1926, Dillard was the
second of two sons born to Josiah
“Foot” Dillard and Vida Jackson
Dillard. Only a year old when his
father died, he was raised by his
widowed mother with the help
of grandfather Lute Jackson, and
grew up with a love for cattle and
rodeoing.

He exhibited the Grand Cham-

Pr?

* Dillard, right, with Tom
Thumb, the Grand Champion
Steer at the Oklahoma State
Fair. (Courtesy of Jerry
Dillard)

pion Steer, a Hereford named Tom
Thumb, at the Oklahoma State
Fair when he was a teenager.

“I played football in high
school, but I loved riding bulls. |
would sneak off to rodeo, telling
everyone, ‘Don’t tell Vida,”” he
laughed. “I rode in the old Hardy
Murphy Coliseum in Ardmore,
OKla., before it had a roof. At the
Fort Worth Stock Show, I placed
sixth and I thought I might be get-
ting in over my head.”

“I rode my first saddle bronc
in Muenster, Texas. | also started
steer wrestling,” he related. “His
dogging horse was a mare named
See DILLARD page 39
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DILLARD

Maggie. “l rode her and oth-
ers borrowed her. She was the
mother to Cherokee Maiden, the
first paint horse registered by the
American Paint Horse Associa-
tion. Cherokee Maiden’s sire was
Osage Dan.”

The Dillards built an arena on
the ranch and hosted rodeos for
many years. They also built two
large barns, one where herdsman
Dale Rich outfitted bulls for the
truckload shows in places like
Denver and Fort Worth.

Each year Dillard invited area
4-H and FFA members to come
down and use the cattle in these
barns to practice judging, showing
and grooming. They also hosted a
Junior Hereford Association Field
Day each year as well as American
Hereford Association tours.

“At one point | got out of the
show end of it but got back in for
my daughter and grandchildren,”
he explained. “When we began
to have some problems with
Herefords, | began to transition
to other breeds. | now have about
525 mother cows, mostly Black
Angus, and | have expanded
my original holdings to about
6,500 acres, including some lease
land.”

Oldest grandson, Ty Ham-
mons, started working on the
ranch right out of high school.
With the passing of herdsman
Rich and Dillard’s failing eye-
sight, he began to help oversee
operations and be the “straw boss
and range boss.”

“[Dillard] still calls the shots
and has the final say,” Hammons
said.

Dillard replied, “If | could see,
I’d still be running everything.”

Daughter Donna Butler serves
as bookkeeper, and other grand-
children Trey and Trent Hammons
are the go-to guys for electrical
and water well problems. Grand-
son Barrett Butler, a recent Okla-
homa State University graduate,
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Continued from page 38

worked on the ranch during the
summer and Baylee Butler (the
only granddaughter, who has a
master’s degree in political sci-
ence) “tells us who to vote for,”
her mother said. Dillard also has
three great-grandchildren.

He’s been inducted into the
American Breeders Hall of Fame,
is a member of the Oklahoma
Cattle Raisers Association and
the Hereford Association as well
as a life member of the American
Quarter Horse Association, the
American Legion and Veterans of
Foreign Wars.

At 90 years of age, Dillard is
still active, and a regular member
of the coffee drinkers at R.J.’s
in Ringling, referred to as “The
Office.”

Dillard is highly respected,
not only in Ringling, but by cattle
breeders across the state. Ringling
rancher Sherle Lockwood has this
to say about him: “Jerry Dillard is
a good guy. He has helped more
people than anyone will ever
know.

“When | was a kid, my dad,
Dock Lockwood would go down
and help Jerry work cattle, and |
would go with him. One day he
had just pulled a calf, and it had
a broken leg. He said ‘I’m going
to give you that calf, Sherle. You
take it home and put a cast on that
leg and feed it on a bottle.” | did,
but it died a few days later.”

“The next time we went to help
him, he asked about the calf. When
I told him it died, he said, ‘I'm
going to give you one that won’t
die,” and he cut out one of his best
Hereford steers. We loaded him,
and Jerry said, ‘Wait a minute.
I’m going to give you another
one,” and he loaded another good
steer. He always checked on the
steers and helped me get them
ready for the shows. He’s a really
good guy.”

Next month read Part 11—
James Dillard Ranches. @&

(Top to bottom) The entrance to Jerry Dillard’s ranch. Dillard at his ranch
south of Ringling. (Photos by Judy Wade)
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hen my babies were
little, my favorite way
to celebrate Mother’s

Day was getting to sleep-in and
being able to put on my make-up
and use the restroom without an
audience. Being a mom is hard
work! But it’s a very rewarding
job if you put your heart into it.
The best advice | can give a new
mother is “Your children get one
childhood; make it count.”

Don’t worry about dust on
the furniture, socks that don’t
match or lost car keys! There
will be plenty of time to get your
ducks in a row when the kids are
older. Life will always be a little
scattered. Just like now, | know
exactly where my keys are: locked
in the truck!

It won’t be long and you'll dis-
cover you've worked your way out
of the daily grind of motherhood
and have become a grandmother.
Life has slowed way down, but
I’m surrounded by mommas, a
whole herd of mommas!

Last year | experienced my
first calving season. I only ended
up with one bottle baby, a boy,
named “Cash #12.” I’ve named
all my momma’s, and | name the
little girls, but the boys all have
the same name- “cash.” I try not
to get too attached. | really enjoy
watching the herd go about their
daily grazing.

Some have more personality
than others. | don’t know about
you, but I’ve watched Charlotte’s
Web and I know these four-legged
creatures communicate. | am the
interpreter here at our operation.
My new husband, who’s grown up
in this way of life, finds it amusing
that our ladies have so much to
say, and that I’ve been appointed
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Watkins moved to the country two years ago. (Photo by Beth Watkins)

to convey their message to him.
For instance, their immediate
demands are they would like the
buffet line to open at 4 p.m. | know
this is unanimous because that’s
when they all start lining up.
This way of life is very new to
me. Up until two years ago, the
closest | had come to a herd of
cattle was when | drove by them
on the highway. | had experienced
a few up close and personal mo-
ments at the fair and a few rodeos.

I’ve always thought calves are
adorable, and believe it or not, |
really like the smell. Of course, I
like the smell even more now be-
cause I’ve learned that’s the smell
of money, but that’s another story
for another time.

Today | was reminiscing about
atime in my early years of being a
mother, when | had to rely heav-
ily on creativity. In 1988 my little
family moved from “in-town”
to the “country.” In reality, we

SNIMLVM HIFd A9
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moved to a neighborhood that
was about three miles out of the
city limits. There were a few cows
along our new road. My oldest
daughter was three at the time,
and she pleaded with us to let her
have a cow. We tried to explain to
her our Home Owners Association
would not permit us to have a cow
in our one-acre backyard.

She reasoned with us, “I’ll keep
it in my room!”
See MOTHERHOOD page 41
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I explained to her it was hard
enough to housebreak our Shih
Tzu let alone attempt housebreak-
ing a calf.

To show her that it would be
more of a job than a paper towel
could handle, we pulled over to
study the animals a little closer.
There were several cows and a
bull within sight. As our little
family sat studying these beauti-
ful creatures, much to our surprise
Big Daddy Bull put the move on
his little lady. Our six-year-old son
must have seen the panic on our
faces as he yelled, “What is hap-
pening?” | looked at my hushand
who was looking at me with the
“this was your idea, you answer
him” look on his face.

So without blinking an eye |
answered him, “Oh, that’s noth-
ing, that bull has an itchy belly and
that’s the only way he can scratch

Continued from page 40

it.” This explanation satisfied the
question. And to this day “itchy
belly, itchy belly” is still a phrase
used by my kids to describe the
“love dance of the bovine.”

I may not get an engraved
award for “Mother of the Year”
but that’s okay. My reward is
hearing my grown Kkids com-
ing through the door with little
munchkins running in yelling
“Grammy!”

My youngest daughter and her
baby girl were visiting us for a few
days. As | was sitting at my van-
ity in my bathroom putting on my
makeup, | couldn't help but smile
at my daughter who was pulling
her daughter out from under the
sink for the second time, all the
while, telling me how she never
gets to go to the restroom alone
anymore. | laughed as | welcomed
her into Club Motherhood. &

MCALESTER
= UNION
- ._STOCKYARD

CATTLE SOLD IN MCALESTER, 0K cousnsmmir
TOP THE MARKET REPORTS EVERY WEEK

CLOSED FOR MEMORIAL DAY- NO SALE MAY 30
OQBN/WEANED SALE JUNE 6 AT 1 PM.

We totally devote our efforts to maximizing the value of your cattle,
while also serving the needs of each individual customer. We highly
value your business and will work to make you a repeat customer!

10 a.m. Calves & Yearlings
6 p.m. Cows & Bulls

918-423-2834

MCALESTERSTOCKYARDS.COM .

HE W & USED TRAILERS

810343 S. Hwy 177, 6arney, OK » 405-865-2700

We offer a full line of horse, livestock,
living quarters and flatbed trailers

View our inventory online at
www.oklahomatrailerranch.com or
www.cannonfallstrailers.com

5 I

WE WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD! WE OFFER FINANCING!
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CHICKASHA, OKLA.

whether it be across the coun-

try or across the state. | was
looking for a restaurant | had never
tried before when someone men-
tioned Jake’s Ribs in Chickasha,
Okla. Craving barbecue and a mini
road trip, | made the two-hour
drive to Jake’s Rib.

The barbecue establishment
opened its doors 29 years ago as
a family owned and operated res-
taurant. The restaurant was cozy
with a fireplace in the center. I
was intrigued by Jake’s Rib logo
of an armadillo with a cactus. The
restaurant incorporated armadillos
in the restaurant decoration.

My date and | went to Jake’s
Rib for a weekday late lunch,
but we missed the lunch crowd. |
ordered the one-meat dinner and
chose the shredded pork. Each
dinner comes with two sides and
| opted for the jalapeno cornbread
“pepper puppies” and fried okra.

It seemed only fitting that
one of us order the ribs. My date
ordered the two-meat dinner, a
large serving of ribs with smoked
sausage. He chose the loaded
baked potato and fried okra for
his sides.

While waiting on our order, we
noticed the table next to us ordered
the curly fries and we regretted
not ordering them. The curly fries
were the size of a loaf of bread
and took up the entire plate like
the fries served at the Oklahoma
State Fair.

We should have known the
serving size of our entrees was
going to be large. The slab of ribs
was enough to feed a family of
four. The beef ribs were large and
had plenty of meat. The restaurant

I am always a fan of road trips,
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By Laci Jones

Jake’s Rib is located in Chickasha, Okla. (Photo by Laci Jones)

serves hot and mild barbecue
sauce. The sauce was tangy and
complimented the ribs nicely.

Like the ribs, the serving of
shredded pork was large. The
meat was juicy and seasoned
mostly with pepper. The okra
was crispy.

Pepper puppies were in the
shape of sticks, and they had a hint
of spice from the jalapeno. The
baked potato was loaded with but-
ter, sour cream, cheese, bacon and
chives. We washed our barbecue
down with large sweet teas.

While the food portions were
large, | made a mental note to save
room for dessert. Barbecue estab-
lishments usually have the best
cobblers. They only had peach and
apple cobbler available that day. |
asked the waitress which cobbler
was the most popular, but she said

they were equally popular.

Craving a summer dessert, |
ordered the peach cobbler with ice
cream. The menu said the cobbler
is homemade, but the waitress said
the ice cream was not. The cob-
bler was so warm the ice cream
was melting when served. The
cobbler was fresh with plenty of
peaches. The crust was flaky with
cinnamon-sugar topping. The des-
sert was the best way to end the
meal, and | recommend trying a
cobbler from Jake’s Rib.

We left the restaurant with
two to-go containers that barely
closed. If you are looking to feed
a large family, they also offer a
house special for $49.95. It comes
with four meats, six side orders
and four cobblers.

While the restaurant is known
for its barbecue, the family-owned

restaurant also serves catfish and
steaks.

If I did not have a mental plan
of saving room for dessert, | would
have ordered one of their many
appetizers including corn nuggets,
fried pickles, fried green beans and
fried green tomatoes.

Maybe next time | will have
a chance to order the large curly
fries and an appetizer. All in all,
if you are looking for a barbecue
restaurant that serves enough food
to feed a village, visit Jake’s Rib
in Chickasha, Okla.

Jake’s Rib is located at 100
Ponderosa Dr., Chickasha, OK
73018. They are open 10:30 a.m.
to 9 p.m. Monday thru Thursday,
10:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday and
Saturday and 10:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.
on Sunday. Call 405-222-2825 for
additional information. @&
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MAY

MAY 3

ENLOW RANCH AUCTION,
Enlow Ranch. Tulsa, OK 74131.
Come on out to our monthly
auction. Enlow auction service
has more than 50 years of experi-
ence. Call 918-224-7676 for more
information.

MAY 5

RODEO MIAMI, 1129 E St.
SW. Miami, OK 74354. Travel
to Miami in northeast Oklahoma
on May 5-6 for Rodeo Miami, a
two-day rodeo event filled with
exciting acts, vendors and conces-
sions at the Miami Fairgrounds.
Feel the suspense in the arena,
and cheer for your favorite cham-
pionship rodeo participants as
they compete in traditional rodeo
events such as bronc riding, calf
roping, steer wrestling, barrel
racing and bull riding. For more
information about the rodeo, visit
www.visitmiamiok.com.

MAY 5

OLD CHICKEN FARM VIN-
TAGE BARN SALE, 12699 E
Britton Rd. Jones, OK 73049.
Oklahoma’s most talented pickers
and painters will gather to sell their
wares at the Old Chicken Farm
Vintage Barn Sale on May 5-6.
Vintage furniture, decor, hand-
made treasures, repurposed pos-
sessions and other incredible items
will all be up for grabs. Visit the
Old Chicken Farm Vintage Barn
Sale. For more information, visit
www.theoldchickenfarm.com.

MAY 5

COWBOY WAY FEST, Gene
Autry Oklahoma Museum. Gene
Autry, OK 73436. Travel to Gene
Autry in southern Oklahoma for
a three-day event full of song,
cinema, celebrity signings, poetry,
storytelling, chuck wagon food
and western vendors. Visit www.
geneautryokmuseum.org for
more information.
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MAY 5

CHISHOLM TRAIL 150TH
ANNIVERSARY EXHIBIT,
Cherokee Strip Regional Heri-
tage Center. Enid, OK 73644.
Celebrate the 150th anniversary of
the Chisholm Trail with an excit-
ing new exhibit at the Cherokee
Strip Regional Heritage Center in
Enid from May 5-Sept. 16. Guests
can also immerse themselves in
the stories of the Trail as they sit
around the camp fire. Visit www.
csrhc.org for more information.

MAY 5

OKLAHOMA STEAM
THRESHING & GAS ENGINE
SHOW, Steam Engine Park.
Pawnee, OK 74058. Step back in
time at the 50th Annual Oklahoma
Steam Threshing and Gas Engine
Association Show on May 5-7.
The event will feature all steel
wheel tractors. Most of the fea-
tured tractors will be pre-1930, of-
fering an exciting glimpse into the
past at this annual Pawnee event.
Visit www.oklahomathreshers.
org for more information.
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We Built It

Y 272 A PEARSON
Built It To] ast. e

In 1961 Bud Pearson designed the first self-catch headgate. ==

In 1976, the Pearson Team designed the first bi-lateral %

squeeze chute, Both inventions revolutionized the ;

cattle handling industry as they were demgned

to promote the safe and efficient _ .

handling of livestock. Today -

the Pearson Team continues to

introduce new products that are

innovative, efficient and designed

to provide decades of reliable

service. In other words, we build = L na _
them first and we build them to — s Ul poife sons to start calving
last. 8 : :

5us sons to start

milﬂam (wr!h PﬂfPJ :

Giveusacallor & : s Plus bred A 30 months to Connealy
visit us online, 4 iy L

Expect more... - (L i 84 ; .
Pearson Livestock =y  from /5B Red Angus sires
Equipment start calving 9-1-17 for 45 d

Proudly
Made In USA

pearsonlivestockeqg.com
940-225-2252 - Thedford, NE + Vernon, TX

BA RN ™

“Proudly Serving Rural America”

LT

Built to fit your needs, any size or design.
Call and speak with one of our knowledgable associates today!

Get a FREE estimate 4l

Call 877-USA-BARN today! L3
(877-872-2276) ST
WWW.USABARN.COM st

L
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STRENGTHENING OKLAHOMA'S AGRICULTURAL FUTURE
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@ \\V : 8 Great Locations!

WESTERN  West-Equip.com

JOHN DEERE EQUIPMENT

Altus, OK Alva, OK Amarillo, TX Childress, TX
(580) 482-6666  (580) 327-0105  (806) 622-3990  (940) 937-3693

Clinton, OK Hobart, OK Weatherford, OK Woodward, OK
(580) 323-1324  (580) 726-6726  (580) 772-5578 (580) 254-0080
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MAY 5

SMALLMOUTH RENDEZ-
VOU & FLY TYING EXTRAV-
AGANZA, 201 Commercial Rd.
Tahlequah, OK 74464. Get ready
for a fun weekend covering all
things fishing at the Smallmouth
Rendezvous and Fly Tying Ex-
travaganza in Tahlequah on May
5-6. This annual event features a
potluck dinner, fly tying demon-
strations, guest speakers, vendor
booths, a raffle, silent auction, fly
tying contests and more. For more
information, call 918-360-2085.

MAY 6

PRAGUE KOLACHE FES-
TIVAL, Main Street Prague.
Prague, OK 74864. The annual
Prague Kolache Festival cel-
ebrates the Czech heritage of
Prague with polka music, danc-
ing, food, Czech costumes, a
parade, beer garden, wine tasting
booths, made in Oklahoma foods,
a carnival, pony rides, mechani-
cal bull and free entertainment.
Head to Prague this year for the
57th annual celebration of Czech
heritage. For more information,
call 405-567-4866.

MAY 11

ROOSTER DAYS FESTIVAL,
Central Park. Broken Arrow, OK
74012. Make your way to the
annual Rooster Days Festival on
May 11-14 in Broken Arrow, one
of the oldest continually running
festivals in Oklahoma, for a large
carnival, a parade, live entertain-
ment and more. Visit www.roost-
erdays.com for more info.

MAY 13

A-BAR RANCH SALE, A-Bar
Ranch. Claremore, OK 74018.
Come on out to the A-Bar Ranch
Sale on Saturday, May 13 at noon
where we will selling 1,000 head
of quality young pairs, young
cows and bred heifers. For more
information, call Mike Armitage
at 918-625-5689.

WWW.OKFRONLINE.COM

MAY 13

STILWELL STRAWBERRY
FESTIVAL, Downtown Stilwell.
Stilwell, OK 74960. Held since the
1940s to promote the strawber-
ries grown in the area, the annual
Strawberry Festival in Stilwell
has become one of Oklahoma's
most-loved hometown festivals.
The Strawberry Festival attracts
over 30,000 visitors each year to
Stilwell, the "Strawberry Capital
of the World," with games, live
entertainment and free strawber-
ries and ice cream. For more infor-
mation call 918-696-7987.

MAY 13

BREEDER’S INVITATIONAL,
Tulsa Expo Square. Tulsa, OK
74114. The Breeder's Invitational
at Tulsa Expo Square on May 13-
27 is a can't miss event for eques-
trian lovers everywhere. During
fifteen days of intense competi-
tion with high steaks, cowboys
and cowgirls come together and
give some of the best cutting
performances in the country and
take their abilities to the limit.
For more information, visit www.
breedersinvitational.com.

MAY 13

OKIE SAMPLER, 5201 Cimar-
ron Rd. NW. Piedmont, OK 73078.
Head to Piedmont for a sampling
of what Oklahoma communities
have to offer at Okie Sampler.
Hosted by Chester's Party Barn
& Farm, this event will showcase
items from across the state. For
more information, visit www.
chesterspartybarn.com.

MAY 18

CANTON LAKE WALLEYE
RODEO, Canton Lake. Canton,
OK 73724. Come and enjoy the
50th annual Canton Lake Walleye
Rodeo on May 18-21, Oklahoma's
oldest and largest fishing tourna-
ment. Visit www.walleyerodeo.
com for additional information
on the rodeo.

CHISHOLM TRAIL 150TH ANNIVERSARY EXHIBIT

MAY 19

OKLAHOMA STATE COW-
BOY FAST DRAW SHOOT-
OUT CHAMPIONSHIP, Creek
County Fairgrounds. Kellyville,
OK 74039. Come see the fastest
guns in the West at the Oklahoma
State Cowboy Fast Draw Shootout
Championship on May 19-21.
Men, women and children of all
ages will compete for trophies
and prizes. Come out to the Creek
County Fairgrounds in Kellyville
to experience this one-of-a-kind,
event. For more information, call
918-688-6396.

MAY 20

WOOLAROC SPRING TRAIL
RIDE, Woolaroc Museum &
Wildlife Preserve. Bartlesville,
OK 74003. Watch for buffalo, elk,
deer or longhorn cattle on this trail
ride that covers approximately 15
miles of scenic terrain on the fa-
mous Woolaroc Ranch. Bring your
own horse and join the group for a
day-long ride over 3,700 acres of
ranch land. Call 918-336-0307 for
additional information.

MAY 26

PERUVIAN HORSE SHOW,
Stephens County Fair and Expo
Center. Dunan, OK 73533. Come
to Duncan and witness as stately
Peruvian steeds are put through
their paces at the Peruvian Horse
Show. This NAPHA sanctioned
event spotlights the Peruvian
horse’s beauty, unusual gait and
smooth ride. Competitions for
the event include combination
pole and egg stomp, champagne
and costume class, musical per-
formance pairs and a parade
of stallions, all showcasing the
unique nature of this breed. For
more information, visit www.
napha.net.

MAY 26

CROSS H AUCTION, 75649
Hwy 69. Wagoner, OK 74467.
On May 26-27, come on out to
the Horse & Tack Sale on May
26-27. Selling all types of horses:
Quarter horses, paints, appaloosa,
mules, draft, pony, crossbreed.
For more information, visit www.
crosshauction.com.
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klahoma boasts a diver-
sity of history and archi-
tecture from the stellar

Art Deco in Tulsa, Okla., to the
Marlon Mansion castle in Ponca
City, OkKla., to the Victorian City
of Guthrie, Okla.

Also rich in history are some
things you may never have given
much thought to including agri-
cultural architecture. Before you
blink, consider the grain elevators,
skyscrapers of the plains, mills,
agricultural industry buildings
for the very uniqueness of form
and function. Structures from a
bygone era gave the landscape
definition.

Where grain production ruled,
these buildings stood as the most
visible and impressive architecture
visible. If you love farming and
have an affinity for architecture,
consider marrying the two inter-
ests.

The Elevator Historical
District
Punctuating the Enid, Okla.,
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skyline since the ‘20s, the concrete
grain elevators span the horizon.
The expansive size and volume,
75 million bushels, by 1962 pro-
vided Enid with the name “Grain
Capitol of the World.”

The complex consisting of
seven separate elevators con-
structed in the ‘20s through the
‘50s is a national registry of his-
toric places. The district is located
between North 10th to North 16th
and North Van Buren and Willow
Streets. This historical district
maybe the most unique one in the
state and delivers an inspirational
sight.

Wood Framed Elevators of
Oklahoma Panhandle

In the Oklahoma Panhandle
where grain fields stretched from
horizon to horizon, the capture of
the harvest was stored in wood
framed structures. The follow-
ing tells of three elevators, the
last of their kind found in Beaver
County.

Turpin Grain Elevator is one

gricaliunal
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of the only wood framed grain
elevators in the Oklahoma Pan-
handle between 1902 t01934,
often found close to rail lines. The
elevators followed a stud beam
constructed of wood, covered
by metal sheathing to protect the
inner-workings.

The elevator, a national historic
registry site is located on Route 64
in Turpin, OKla.

Knowles Grain Elevator is
another wood framed structure
sheathed in metal with a central
elevator surrounded by bins. It
is currently not in use. Knowles
Oklahoma Grain elevator is on
Route 64 that runs through the
Oklahoma Panhandle.

Floris Grain Elevator, a wood
framed elevator was built in 1926.
Built by the Farmers Union Eg-
uity, it is a wooden stud construc-
tion sheathed in corrugated tin.
The elevator is located in Floris,
an unincorporated community.
A larger, modern elevator has
replaced this old relic.

Clay Tile Elevators of
Northwest Oklahoma

The county named for the fa-
mous former Oklahoma Governor
“Alfalfa” Bill Murray is Okla-
homa’s second largest producing
county of winter wheat. Located
just south of the Kansas border
in Northwestern Oklahoma, with
Cherokee the county seat, it has
some of the most unique and
beautiful elevator structures in
Oklahoma.

Farmers Elevator Exchange is
located on Highway 45 in Goltry,
OkKla. The elevator is a red clay
tile structure that bridged the
transition between wood framed
and concrete elevators. The use
of five inch hollow red clay tiles
provided greater strength than
previous structures. There was no
standard design for the structures,
which left room for builder’s in-
terpretation.

Farmers’ Federation Elevator
still stands on corner of Ohio and
See ARCHITECTURE page 49
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4th Street in Cherokee, Okla. It
is a multi-bin, red tile covered
elevator.

Ingersoll Grain Elevator lo-
cated in the unincorporated town
of Ingersoll is perhaps the most
beautiful elevator in the state. All
the elevators are worth the drive
to see.

Blaine County Central
Oklahoma Agriculture

Blaine County is a jewel of
Oklahoma history with a variety of
agricultural related items. Check
out Blaine County Oklahoma’s
National Historic Registry for
several items of interest in the
agricultural realm and other im-
portant history.

Okeene Flour Mill, built in the
early part of the 20th century, con-
sisted of two bins. Its importance

O

v

George Williams,
Co-Owner

******************

- * 580-228-2353 *

Cattle Sale EVERY Tuesday * 9 a.m.
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Continued from page 48

contributed to the growing mill-
ing business established in 1901.
Much of the original facility has
been demolished, but the original
core is still functional

Sooner Coop Association El-
evator (West) located at 302 F
Street in Okeene, Okla., was built
in 1939 as a 120-foot concrete
construction. It was expanded to
10 bins, and stands as a symbol
of a well-constructed concrete
elevator still in use.

The Public Water Trough in
Geary, Okla., is located at the
junction of Main, Northeast Bou-
levard and Canadian. This is the
last of four public troughs built in
the town of Geary between 1899 to
1901. Anindentation in the trough
allowed teams of horses to be wa-
tered without unharnessing. Con-

- Cattle Commission: $15 per head
- Bulls over 900 Ibs.: $30 per head
Available 24/7 to receive cattle
Consign cattle EARLY for advertising purposes
For more information contact p
. Gei)rg'e & Jo Williams, Owners
Mike Petit, Livestock Manager * 940-631-6003
S ~_Anita Martin, Office Manager
£ 303 S. Hwy. 81, Waurika, OK 73573
-~ www.waurikalivestock.com

-
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crete troughs replaced the original

ones, but they remained in use

until just after World War 11 when

the area showed a decline in horse

and animal drawn vehicles.

Ellis County- Looking around
Western Oklahoma

Ingle Brothers Corn Warehouse
is found at 320 Northwest 1st in
Shattuck, Okla. The warehouse,
built in 1908, represented the
industry in the early 20th century.
The style was simple with little
exterior decoration. Itis one of the
only broomcorn facilities remain-
ing in the state.

The Davidson Silo is an espe-
cially unique silo as it is a wooden
structure built with fourteen sides
twenty miles south of Arnett,
Okla. The exact location has only
been established by GPS on the

17| Waurika Livestock
__| Commission Company

Expert Marketmg Wlth Integrity
TP ¢ LRI

| | | 1

internet.

The public Park in Shattuck,
OKla., is a function following form
with some of the most beautiful,
fanciful wooden windmill struc-
tures. Found at 120 11th Street in
Shattuck, it is a sight to behold.
Fifty-one windmills give a great
view of what were some of the
most beautiful structures to ap-
pear on a farm. There is also a sod
dugout that will give a true view of
how our early ancestors lived.

These are just the start of the
agricultural architectural wonders
around the states. For more his-
torical agricultural architecture,
visit the List of National Historic
Registry. Next time you see an
agricultural building deteriorat-
ing, look again at a true gem of
architecture.

vestock Manager
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o celebrate the cowboy

I way, the Gene Autry Okla-

homa Museum is hosting
the Cowboy Way Fest on May
5-7. The three-day festival fea-
tures music, movies, poetry and
celebrity appearances.

“The cowboy culture is the
backbone of our society,” said
Leslei Fisher, executive director
of the Gene Autry Oklahoma Mu-
seum. “Everybody wants to be an
American cowboy. The cowboys
of yesterdays that we saw on
screen were the penultimate, the
essential cowboy.”

Cowboys lived by a code,
which was passed on to the next
generation. Gene Autry Oklahoma
Festival strives to keep that code
alive through hosting a festival.

“We took all the different cow-
boy codes that we could find—20
of them, and merged them into one
set,” she added. “We called it the
‘Cowboy Way,” which is why we
named the festival the ‘Cowboy
Way.””

The museum, which opened its
doors in 1985, held a similar festi-
val for 15 years celebrating Gene
Autry’s birthday. The festival was
focused on films and music. The
festival, originally held in Septem-
ber, ran from 1994 to 20009.

“From the moment | heard that
there had been a festival, | was
determined to do one,” Fisher
explained. “I think that it is an
important tradition.”

Fisher also said the museum is
small and underfunded. The fes-
tival is an avenue for the museum
to raise money while celebrating
the cowboy way of life. The Cow-
boy Way Fest is focused on films
and music, but Fisher said they
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By Laci Jones

plan to expand upon the original
festival.

“This year, we will have mov-
ies and episodes of television
shows, as we get permission, to
play in our senior citizen building,
the Johnston Senior Center,” she
added. “We have our stage here in
the auditorium where we will have
music from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.”

The festival will also have tap
dancers, baton twirlers and co-
medians between music acts. Ce-
lebrity signing tables and vendors
will be located in the gymnasium,
she said. The festival will have
20 to 25 one-of-a-kind vendors
including homemade quilts, knit-
ted or crocheted items, jewelry
and coasters with “The Virginian”
scenes.

The festival will have vendors
bringing cowboy memorabilia,
posters and other collectibles
from the “30s to the ‘50s. A toy
gun manufacturer, bronze sculp-
tor, a Native American art dealer
and a saddle maker will also be at
the festival. A few western genre
authors and the Western Music
Association will have a table at
the festival.

James Drury, who was an ac-
tor in “The Virginian,” will make
his only appearance for 2017 at
the festival. Other celebrities to
make an appearance are stunt
doubles and those who worked
with celebrities like John Wayne
and James Arness.

“We will also have question
and answer sessions,” Fisher
explained. “Charlie LeSueur, a
leading expert on western genre
history and associated with the
western museum in Scottsdale,
Ariz., will be leading our Q&A

Actor, James Drury will make his only appearance for 2017 at the festival.
(Courtesy photo)

sessions with the celebrities.”

Fisher said they will have two
to three Q&A sessions each day
of the festival. The master of cer-
emonies is Bob Terry, a western
singer, songwriter, musician, actor
and producer. Concert perfor-
mances include musicians Sons
of the Pioneers, Les Gilliam, Rex
Allen Junior among others.

Three food vendors will be
available for attendees to pur-
chase including a barbecue food
truck. The Mount Pleasant Baptist
Church will provide concession
stand food.

Gary Don Smith, a cast iron

cook from Ponca City, OKla., will
also be cooking three meals a day
throughout the festival.

“We're going to have beef stew
or chili,” she added. “It's going to
be hearty. He also makes donuts,
and | can't wait.”

Fisher said she expects the fes-
tival to bring in 300 to 400 visitors.
Visitors can pre-register by April
30 for a discount of $25 per day
and $25 per evening concert, mak-
ing it $125 for a full weekend pass.
After April 30, the price increases
by $10 per day and per evening
concert, making it $175 for a full
See FEST page 51
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pass. The festival is open from 9
a.m. to 9 p.m. on Friday and Sat-
urday and from 1 p.m.to 4 p.m.on
Sunday. The festival is sponsored
by the Oklahoma Chapter of West-
ern Music Association.

The Gene Autry Oklahoma
Museum has the world’s largest
collection of cowboys in entertain-
ment memorabilia. The museum’s
mission is to nourish the history
and timeless culture of the cowboy
in entertainment, as exemplified
by Gene Autry, Roy Rogers and
others, for the enjoyment and
education of all generations.

The museum is located at 47
Prairie Street, Gene Autry, OK
73436. To learn more about the
museum or a schedule of events,
visit www.geneautryokmuseum.
org or call 580-768-5559. &

. HIGHEST STANDARDS IN QUALITY & CONSISTENCY
« FORTIFIED WITH ESSENTIAL NUTRIENTS

HUDSON LIVEST“K SUPPLEMENTS « HiIGH ENERGY, HIGH DIGESTIBILITY
« NO WASTE WEATHER RESISTANT

INCORPORATED - ECONOMICAL TO FEED

It’s in the tub. - For ALL TYPES OF LIVESTOCK

8150 Thompson Road - Miles, Texas 76861
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flonoring a fMusic Legend

By Jan Sikes

ountry hit-maker, Tommy
Overstreet, was born in
Oklahoma City on Sept.

10, 1937. He lived with his mom,
dad and two sisters in the Capital
Hill section of the city.

In his memoir, “A Road Less
Traveled,” he recalled that they
lived behind his grandmother’s
house. He started school at Her-
ronville Elementary.

It was a different way of life
back then: a time when children
walked to school and played
with their neighborhood friends
afterward, a time when $2 would
buy groceries for a family and gas
was ten cents a gallon. Although
work soon took the family to live
in other states, Overstreet always
referred to Oklahoma as home.

It was a long and often lonely
road from Oklahoma City to Nash-
ville, Tenn. Country music had an
explosion of artists and it took a
special sound to be noticed. But
Overstreet often said that he was
luckier than most trying to make
it in the music business because of
how he got his start.

You may have heard the name
Gene Austin somewhere back in
early record archives. Austin sold
over 80 million records in 1925
with his first hit, “When My Sugar
Walks Down the Street.” He was
probably best known for another
hit, “My Blue Heaven,” which
was inducted into the Grammy
Hall of Fame.

What does that have to do with
Overstreet? Austin was Over-
street’s third cousin, although
Overstreet fondly referred to him
as his uncle. It was Austin who
convinced Overstreet’s parents
to let him quit school in 1957 and
go on the road with him. That
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changed the life of Overstreet
forever. In his memoirs, Over-
street recounts many life-altering
events during his travels with
Austin, some of which were meet-
ing the great Frank Sinatra, Perry
Como, Actress Marlene Dietrich,
Colonel Tom Parker and Mickey
Rooney.

It didn’t take long for Over-
street to get established as a prom-
ising performer with his uncle’s
mentoring.

By 1968, Overstreet was fully
immersed in Nashville and coun-
try music. He holds the honor
of releasing the first recording
from the famous Bradley’s Barn
in Nashville, and in 1971, Over-
street had his first hit record with
“Gwen, Congratulations,” written
by Jerry Gillespie. The famed
drummer, D.J. Fontana (Elvis
Presley’s drummer) played on the
recording along with other heavy
hitters in Nashville.

Between that time and 1982,
Overstreet enjoyed seven number
one hits. In addition to “Gwen,
Congratulations,” he had “I Don’t
Know You Anymore,” “I’ll Never
Break These Chains,” “Heaven Is
My Woman’s Love,” “Send Me
No Roses,” “I’m A Believer,” and
“Ann” (Don’t Go Runnin’).

He had many more that charted
in the Top 10 and produced a total
of 18 albums.

Overstreet performed on stages
across the country and around the
world including the Grand Ole
Opry and made many guest ap-
pearances on the highly popular
television show, “Hee Haw.”

Well-known in every music
circle as an all-round nice guy,
Overstreet went above and beyond
when it came to a good cause.

In August 1977, he was made
an honorary chief by the Choctaw
Indian Nation. They gave him the
name of Hatak Ya Achi A Ataloa
and he performed in ceremonial
full headdress. I tried to find a
complete translation of the name
but could not. Loosely translated,
it means “man who is a bard or
poet and performs.”

On a more personal note, Over-
street often sang at prisons and
other institutions completely free
of charge just to provide entertain-
ment for those behind bars.

That was the case when he
agreed to perform at Leavenworth
Prison in 1981. Little did he
know that he’d find an old friend
and fellow performer there. As

a youngster attending college in
Abilene, Texas, Overstreet often
performed on Slim Willet’s Big
State Jamboree show, where he
met and became fast friends with
my late husband, Rick Sikes.

They had lost touch over the
years but he found Sikes doing
time in Leavenworth Peniten-
tiary.

He immediately went to work
to hasten Sike’s release. He vis-
ited his old friend many times
after his release and collaborated
on writing songs and publishing
music. This was the kind of man
Overstreet was.

It did not matter where or what
the circumstances were, when you
See LEGEND page 53
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Continued from page 52

legend

met him, he was the same as every
other day. He didn’t wear a stage
hat where he put on airs one time
and a regular hat the next.

“If I could live my life over
there would be few changes
made,” Overstreet said in his
memoir. “I would do my best to
be a better husband, father, brother
and friend. | would try to care a
little more for those less fortunate
than I and love a little deeper those
who gave me their love.”

These are words of wisdom
from this man who started his
journey on this planet in Okla-
homa City.

If you are not familiar with
Overstreet’s music, it is my hope
that you will take a listen, or pick
up his book, “A Road Less Trav-
eled,” and let him take you on the
ride of your life. @&
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MOBILE STORAGE CONTAINERS

CONTAINERS
FOR SALE

New & Used, 20’, 40’ & 40’ HC

Locally Family
Owned

Many t il
choose from L

Free local delivery from 3 locations
Tulsa 918-379-4339

Joplin 417-553-0767
OKC 405-842-8300

WWW.OKFRONLINE.COM

Overstreet was born
Oklahoma City. (Courtes
photo)

Sale Every Monday at9 a.m. ﬁ

Located at 161st & I-44, Tulsa, OK

View the sale online at cattleusa.com
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By Laci Jones
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Sequoyah State Park offers many recreational activities for visitors including a golf course. (Courtesy of Sequoyah State Park)

ocated in Cherokee Coun-
Lty, Sequoyah State Park

showcases the history and
heritage of the Cherokee Indian
Nation. Sequoyah was a Cherokee
Indian who invented the alphabet.
Near Tahlequah and Muskogee,
Sequoyah State Park celebrates
its Indian heritage by educating
the public through programs and
tours of the lodge.

The dam for the lake was de-
signed in the late 1940s. Grand
River as well as several small
creeks fed into the lake, according
to Sequoyah State Park manager,
Tony Presley. The lake is 19,900
acres and it can be seen from al-
most anywhere within the park.

About four years after the
dam was built, the state park was
established in 1953. The land for
the state park was leased by the
Corps of Engineers.

Two pieces of property are
owned by the state—the land
where the lodge sits and the
entrance to the park, Presley ex-
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plained.

“The park was built in a low
economic area to help raise the
economy of the area,” Presley
added. “The park, the lodge and
the golf course were built in the
first 10 to 12 years.”

When the lodge was first built
in 1956, it was named Sequoyah
Lodge. The state later leased it out
to Western Enterprises, changing
the name of the lodge to Western
Hills Lodge.

The name of the lodge did
not fit the geographic location or
theme of the lodge, Presley ex-
plained. Western Hills Lodge was
changed back to Sequoyah Lodge
after the lodge and other areas of
the state park were remodeled two
years ago.

The cottages at the state park
were renovated first, followed by
the swimming pool. The pool was
originally a diving pool turned into
a zero-entry pool with a splash
pad, making it popular among
families, according to Ann Skel-

ton, lodge manager at Sequoyah
State Park.

“The next year of renovations
were focused on the outside of

the lodge,” she said. “We were
still operational, which was a
challenge.”

The wood was replaced and
painted as well as electrical and
mechanical maintenance. The fol-
lowing year focused on the inside
of the lodge including the meeting
rooms, guest rooms, kitchen and
the common areas.

“They took it back as a design
aesthetic,” Skelton added. “The
building was mid-century modern.
They gave it that feel of what it
would have been like in 1956.”

They used original chairs from
1956 as well as original plans
and old photographs for design
inspiration. The lighting and décor
transports visitors to the mid-
century, she added. Visitors have
access to a full-service restaurant
for breakfast, lunch and dinner.
The lodge reopened in February

2015.

The lodge also features a bunk
house that sleeps 46 people. The
bunk house is one building with
10 rooms and a general area to
congregate, making it popular
for family reunions or other large
gatherings.

At 2,200 acres, Sequoyah State
Park has five campgrounds; two
are made for camping while the
others are RV campgrounds. A
couple of the RV campgrounds
have been remodeled within the
last five years, according to Pres-
ley. They also have a group camp
with a large kitchen and bathroom
that sleeps 153 people.

Throughout the years, the golf
course has had minor renovations
as far as design to combat flooding
from storms. The nature center,
Three Forks Nature Center, which
has live animal exhibits, was
opened 12 years ago. The marina
at the state park is the largest ma-
rina on the lake with more than
See PARK page 55
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PARK

400 slips on it now along with boat
rentals. The state park also has a
fishing dock and three boat ramps
in the park.

“We have a lease concessions
including the Sequoyah Riding
Stables,” Presley added. “We hope
to add some more leases in the
incoming years.”

The state park has about
165,000 visitors each year. Visi-
tors can even check out one of the
four cemeteries dating back to the
1800s. The state park offers visi-
tors many recreational activities
ranging from volleyball, basket-
ball and hiking.

Sequoyah State Park has 12
miles of hiking and biking trails,
he explained. Sequoyah State
Park also has an 18-hole disc golf
course. At more than 5,000 yards,
it is the longest disk golf course
in the United States, according
to Presley.

“We provide recreational op-
portunity for any individual,”
Presley explained. “We don’t
specialize in one thing. That, to
me, is the biggest attraction in that
we have a great place where you
can pick the pace.”

Most events are held at the
lodge and are tied with different
open and private groups. The
most popular events are the mu-
sic groups and festivals, Skelton
said.

A bluegrass festival is held in
January, followed by the State
Fiddlers Organization in February
and August. The Western Swing
Association puts on a festival in
November.

“We also have groups that do
quilting weekends, storytelling
weekends and square dance week-
ends,” Skelton added. “There are
all different kinds of groups that
come out. We have a lot of groups,
conferences and families.”

For more information on Se-
quoyah State Park, call 918-772-
2046. ®
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The lodge was renovated two years ago. (Courtesy of Sequoyah State Park)

Sequoyah State Park was established in 1953. (Courtesy of Sequoyah State Park)
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(Top to bottom) Large pink flowers with cream-colored centers grow on American basketflowers. American basketflower is often mistaken for

y
wrtelflo;

thistles. (Photos courtesy of the Noble Foundation)

haracteristics: Ameri-
can basketflower, also
referred to as thornless

thistle, is an annual cool-season
forb native to the south-central
United States.

It can reach more than four
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feet tall and commonly grows in
open native pastures that are not
managed with herbicides. Bas-
ketflower is often mistaken for
thistles and is therefore targeted
for herbicide treatment. However,
unlike thistles, basketflower lacks
prickly characteristics on the stem
and leaves. Basketflower stems are
branched with lanceolate leaves.
Large pink to purple flowers with
cream-colored centers grow from
stiff bracts (leaf-like structure)
with interwoven spines. The com-
mon name comes from this inter-
woven pattern, which resembles
a basket, on closed flowers. The
flowers contain long, filamentous
petals and are produced from May
through June.

Area of Importance: Ameri-
can basketflower is found through-
out Oklahoma on sandy or clay-
loam soils. Overgrazed pastures or
bare ground created by mechani-

cal disturbance, such as plowing
or tilling, are good places to find
basketflower. The plant prefers
open sun.

Attributes: American bas-
ketflower is extremely beneficial
to pollinator species, especially
native bees. Butterflies, moths
and hummingbirds are attracted
to the abundant nectar source.
Bobwhite quail, doves and song-
birds are attracted to the seeds,
which resemble sunflowers and
are available before many crotons,
sunflowers or other game-bird
seeds mature.

Basketflower is not typically
grazed by livestock and wildlife,
so plants will be abundant if ad-
equate moisture is present. This
makes basketflower a desirable
ornamental plant. It can be grown
for showy blooms and sweet
honey fragrance to be used in cut
flower arrangements. (&
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CLASSIFIEDS

CALL 940-872-2076 TO PLACE YOURS

: AUCTION FOR SALE

Ty 7

MCALESTERUNION STOCKYARDS-
Regular sale every Tuesday. 10 a.m.
Calves & Yearlings. 6 p.m. Cows & Bulls.
918-423-2834. mcalesterstockyards.
com

WAURIKA LIVESTOCK
COMMISSION COMPANY-Cattle
sale every Tuesday, 9 a.m. Waurika,
OK. 940-631-6003

SOUTHERN OKLAHOMA
LIVESTOCK AUCTION-Regular sale
every Wednesday. Ada, OK. 580-436-
5033. www.solallc.com.

ENLOW TRACTOR AUCTION-
Auction first Wednesday of every
month. Go to Enlow66.com for a list
of equipment available.

EMPLOYMENT

KANSAS KLIPPER-Cut down your
unwanted tree! Hand crafted, it cuts
with no flying debris. Ideal for fence
rows to scattered pasture trees!
Call 844-284-4208 or visit www.
GoBobRanch.com.

FOR SALE-Diamond W Corrals, and
hog traps. Traben Redgate. Waynoka,
OK. 580-824-4311. 05c

HYDRAULIC T-POST
STRAIGHTENER- Patented U.S.
made. Reuse bent t-posts. Save money
and time. Easy to operate. No more
hammering. Double Z Enterprises. Call
for more information 580-747-6556.
05p

OKLAHOMA FARM & RANCH

OKFR®

OKLAHOMA FARM & RANCH-
Post Oak Media is looking for
an energetic and professionally
minded person for the position of
Advertising Executive for Oklahoma
Farm & Ranch magazine. The right
candidate for this opportunity
should have reliable transportation
and be self-motivated. Previous
sales experience required.
Experience with Photoshop a plus.
Compensation based on experience.
If this sounds like the job for you,
submit your resume to OKFR, P.O.
Box 831, Bowie, TX 76230.

OKLAHOMA FARM & RANCH

OKFR®&

OKFR CLASSIFIEDS-Ad
enhancements now available
including boxes, pictures, shading
and logos. Call Kathy at 940-872-
2076 for more information.

WWW.OKFRONLINE.COM

FEED & HAY

SPRINGER, CARTER COUNTY,
OK-800 1b. Round Bales Fertilized.
thistle-free, rye-grass hay. $45/bale. Call
OklahomaRanch.com, LLC. 580-768-

0309. 05-06p

LIVESTOCK

RED ANGUS-Registered and
commercial bulls. 14 months to 2 years
old. Commercial Red Angus heifers for
sale. 580-554-1602 or 580-554-1604.
05¢

RED ANGUS BULLS FOR SALE-
Several two year olds and a nice selection
of 14 to 15 month old bulls with good
solid EPDs. Fertility and trich tested
genetics from Green Mountain Ranch,
Mont. Ludvigson Red Angus, Missouri,
Feddes Red Angus, Mont. RA Brown
Ranch, Texas and Lazy D Red Angus,
N.M. Anthony Red Angus, Ryan OK.
Jay 575-390-7385 or Katey 575-390-
2600. 05c

777 CHAROLAIS RANCH- Registered
bulls for sale. Large selection Commander
bloodline. Also do custom hay baling
with hay for sale. Call Jim Lemmons
at 580-276-8052 or Bud Lemmons 580-
276-7534. 05-07p

REGISTERED ANGUS BULLS FOR
SALE-Several heifer bulls available.
Top 1% EPDs and performance tested.
For more informatin call Rocking P
Angus, Paducah, TX 806-626-2657 or
email landon@rockingpangus.com.
04-06¢

20 BLACK POLLED REGISTERED
PUREBRED GELBVIEH BULLS-9
months to 24 months. Starting at $1750
to $3500. Diamond L. Gelbviehs Farms
405-747-6950. 05¢

PUREBRED CHAROLAIS BULLS-
14 to 22 months old, proven bloodlines.
Gridmaker, Wyomy Wind, Fresh Air,
Field Rep. Outstanding set of young
bulls. Fertility guaranteed. Delivery
available. Circle Bar R. Farms. 405-320-
4014. 05p

POULTRY

REASONABLE PRICES-High quality
chicks, ducklings, turkeys, guineas,
geese. Safe nationwide shipping since
1965. Country Hatchery, Box 747,
Wewoka, OK 74884. 405-257-1236.
www.countryhatchery.net. 01-06¢c
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PARTING SHOT

The Earth Laughsin Flowers...

Kathie Freeman came across a field of flowers while visiting the Oklahoma City Zoo in late March. She admired these flowers in

particular. The vibrant colors made her excited for spring. “I just loved how they turned out, almost like a painting.” (Photo by Kathie
Freeman)
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We are efficient.
We are Kubota.

Your Hometown KUBOTA CENTER
with five Oklahoma locations to serve you!

Kubota Center- Kubota Center- Kubota Center- Kubota Center- Kubota Center-
Tulsa East Tulsa Pryor Bartlesville Grove
7700 New Sapulpa Rd. 1100 N 162nd East Ave. 4601 S Mill St. (Hwy. 69 S) 1000 NE Washington Blvd. 33600 S. 620 Rd.
Tulsa, Oklahoma Tulsa, Oklahoma Pryor, Oklahoma Bartlesville, Oklahoma  Grove, Oklahoma
(918) 224-1565 (918) 437-4455 (918) 224-1565 (918) 331-9100 (918) 791-9070

www.kubota.com
‘For complete warranty, safety and product information, consult
your local Kubota dealer and the product operator’s manual. Power n a
(HP/KW) and other specifications are based on various standards or

recommended practices. Optional equipment may be shown.
@ Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2016
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MURRAY

STATE COLLEGE

ol Iﬂ\ Best in Our Field
E\‘» hi BEST CHOICE, HANDS DOUJN!
oo

' { AN At Murray State College we offer a variety of degree programs to fit
'_ | e a variety of students. We have sports, theatre, business, nursing
W w 3 and much, much more. We have many scholarships for which you
S can apply, and you really can go anywhere from here.
Tishomingo and Ardmore are friendly communities where you will
find a home away from home!

Visit our website at mscok.edu or call us today at 580.387.7000
Livestock Judging Team, Study Abroad, 2+2 Agreements

Ag rlcultu re

M

Vetermary Technology

Scholarships, dorms, small classes, personal attention, campus farm, boarding for horses

mscokeadu
Top-Grade Education

Tishomingo and Ardmore . OKLAHOMA
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