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2020 Chevy Traverse

great family option with its captain third
row seating and stylish and spacious
design. ONLY $24,875

2022 Chevy Z71
Trail Boss Silverado 4WD is
equipped with Goodyear Wrangler
all-terrain tires. it's built to handle
roughest roads. Call for pricing!

2015 Cadillac CTS

Cruise down the road in style.
Priced at $20,000

2022 Chevrolet
2500 4WD Gas Engine ready to get
to work for you. Call us to schedule a
time to look at this Red Hot Silverado!
$35,500

2023 Ford F-250
Breathtaking with after market tires
and suspension is the perfect
combination of luxury and working
truck call to schedule an appointment!

2014 Buick Enclave
Pearl white, is the perfect family
SUV! With 3rd-row seating, heated
leather seats, captain chairs, backup
camera. Price to sell at $14,500!

2020 Chevy 2500

HD with a gas engine and long bed
ready to roll! 73K miles.
ONLY $32,500

ill-‘\l'\
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2020 Ford Fusion

With only 28K miles! This gas saver
with LOW miles is $19,000

2021 Lincoln
Navigator

Luxury at its finest. Drive in style with
3rd row SUV. Call for pricing.

2010 GMC Acadia

Loaded out! Heated leather seats,
captain chairs, back up camera!
ONLY $7,500

ALILO) i\"fun i

Bellevue, Texas f
(940) 704-3277 Tkautoranch@gmail.com

We can help with financing and welcome ALL trade ins

2005 Chevy Duramax

Work truck! Has had a major tune up

and is in prestige condition under the
hood! $9,900

2018 Chevy
Silverado

With new Toyo tires and fuel rims.
Head turner. Call for pricing.

2020 Landrover
Range Rover Velar R-Dynamics! This
Luxury & stylish SUV is ready to roll,

schedule an appointment on this head
turner. $32,250

2022 Dodge Charger

Scat Pack Very well garage kept and
maintained like clockwork, Only 27K
miles and ready to hit the road.
Below retail market value. $49,950




Red River Realty

940-825-7000 | WWW.REDRIVER-REALTY.COM
301 WHWY 82, NOCONA, TX 76255 | BROKER, DON MILLER, LICENSE 0236855

TBD HWY 82 - SAINT JO, TEXAS

Prime Ranch for Cattle, Hunting, and Highway Frontage near Saint Jo, TX Nestled in
the heart of nature, this sprawling ranch offers the perfect blend of cattle grazing,
hunting opportunities, and privacy, all with coveted highway frontage. Located just a
short drive from the charming town of Saint Jo, TX, this property is an ideal retreat for
outdoor enthusiasts and ranchers alike. The land features heavily wooded areas,
offering ample cover for wildlife, making it a hunter's paradise. With a mix of open
pasture and abundant trees, it also provides plenty of room for livestock. The highway
frontage ensures easy access and adds value to the property, offering the perfect
balance of seclusion and convenience. Whether you are looking to expand your cattle
operation, set up a hunting lodge, or simply enjoy the peace of country living, covering
just over 157 acres this property has it all

FM 677 - SAINT JO, TEXAS

lust south of the Historical cattle trail town of Saint Jo, TX where herds of cattle
went up to the Chisolm Trail. This 126-acre Ranch has a little of everything on it,
including views from the ridge that one can see for miles, run livestock like the
cowboys did in years pass, use this property for recreation or where wildlife roam
about the property
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1550 FORRESTER RD - FORESTBURG, TEXAS

44 acres mostly heavy timber with a 15-acre bottom land, Hall Brach creek runs
though the property and runs into Willawalla Creek. With lots of wildlife this property
would be great for camping, hunting or recreation. several places for building home
or cahin
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From the Texas Panhandle to the Gulf Coast, Texans

/’ \ are as different as the dishes we make. But at
- RAISING the §

every table, one thing remains the same:

BEEF BRINGS US TOGETHER.

At Texas Beef Council, we aspire to
bring more Texans to the table
with delicious recipes and
memorable experiences.

BEEF
LOVING
TEXANS B

TEXAS BEE}-’, COUNCI
(/)

Celebrating (o) Yyears since producers voted on an additional
Texas Beef Checkoff assessment to build innovative programs including:

BBQuest MEDICAL OFFICE OUTREACH

el shares research about beef
highlights the legendary world with health professionals.
of Texas barbecue in a 3-season

' = PHYSICIANS
TV show viewed more than 80% THE
4" Tl M Es visited by our reps are found more likely to
- give BEEF-POSITIVE patient recommendations.

TEXASBEEFCHECKOFF.COM | BEEFLOVINGTEXANS.COM
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letter from the editor

Spring has fully ar-
rived, and with it comes
a renewed sense of life
and growth all around us.
The pastures are turning
green, the trees are bud-
ding, and the days are
stretching longer with
the promise of warmer
weather. It’s a season
of renewal and hope.
Ecclesiastes 3:1 reminds
us, “To everything there
is a season, and a time to
every purpose under the
heaven.” Spring is a time
of planting, of preparing,
and of nurturing new be-
ginnings, whether in the
soil, in our communities,
or in our hearts.

This spirit of renewal and growth is reflected in our feature story
this month, highlighting Mike and Aimee Christian of Gainesville.
At Christian Family Farms, they not only cultivate their own land
but also foster the success of others. Their Country Store is more
than just a place to shop—it’s a hub where local vendors and small
businesses come together, supporting one another and strengthening
the agricultural community. The Christians have created something
special, a place where hard work and faith go hand in hand to provide
for families and neighbors alike.

Beyond this inspiring story, this month’s issue is packed with
articles designed to help you navigate the many aspects of farm and
ranch life. Whether you’re looking for solutions to common farm
challenges, tips for keeping your horses healthy, or advice on planting

NTFR and Post Oak Media are not responsible for omissions or information that has
been misrepresented to the magazine. Advertisers and its agencies assume all liability
for advertising content. Reproduction in whole or part without written permission from
the publisher is prohibited. The views expressed by contributors do not necessarily
reflect those of the magazine or its employees.

the perfect spring flowers, we have something for you. As always,
our goal is to provide valuable, practical information that helps you
make the most of your land, livestock, and lifestyle.

We love hearing from our readers, and we encourage you to reach
out with any article ideas or topics you’d like to see covered. You can
connect with us via email or on social media—we’re always happy
to listen and share the stories that matter most to our community.

Here’s to a season of growth, renewal, and the steadfast spirit of

agriculture. Happy spring!

Savannah Magoteaux, Editor
editor @ntfronline.com

Mike and Aimee Christian,
of Gainesville, turned their
dream of self-sufficiency into
a thriving farm and honor-
system country store that
supports their family and local
small businesses. (Photo by
Savannah Magoteaux)

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM
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Grazing Noble Henrietta City Girl Man’s Best

North Texas Learning Houck Goes Country Friend
Hairy grama seems  Adding goats to your ~ NTFR Contributor ~ Annette Bridges says  If you've got a farm
to grow just about operation reduces Krista Lucas Wynn to move whatever is dog, or any dog,
everywhere, because  encroachment while introduces us to on your “Someday” really, you need to
it is capable of grow-  adding multi-species  Hagen Houck, a calf- list to your “Do know what items can

ing in most soil types. grazing benefits. roper from Henrietta. Now!” list. be toxic to them.
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Solar Energy Solutions

* Solid Investment

+ Hedge Rising Energy Cost
 Very Low Maintenance

+ 25 Year Warranty

+ $0 Down Options Available

START SAVING
Get a Quote Today 940-763- 1177 5
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s fu 1ded Hunts

-Smce 1889- ¥ ‘i o
230, 000%acres in Oscar and Grady, 0K'and nggold TX -

BOOK YOUR HUNTING ADVENTURE TODAY!

¥ \‘( # *ﬁ‘: V - ‘ . '
1 b &; (J'_.
r‘ =R
‘ & .- ﬂ ll i J
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| and wild hogs Rl '-.,
HunImL E ml;_,c Available! Bm)k your hunt now!

Brush Pasture Spraying
Deer Surveys

- Cattle Penning
P Hog Hunts

Oscar Aendl Spraying

940: 704 9682 580-757-2515 ol
denmscattlecompanyﬁcom

A working Hereford C 1ll|c Ranch
-
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205 S “A” STREET

@““D& DAVIS, OK 73030

FEEDS 508.369.2354
otillivater Milling Company

Call for commodity and
cubepricings

A company that service still matters'
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Business Hours
Monday - Friday
7 am-5:30 pm
Saturday
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Riding cutting horses is a unique and exhilarating sport that combines precision, skill, and a deep Applejack Surprised us when he showed up one summer
bond between horse and rider. Rooted in the traditions of cattle herding, cutting involves a horse morn, ) “]e Weren’t aware Of any appa]oosa t() be born

We raised him from a colt. He was tough as a rhino’s hide.

He could pack a half an elk all day and never break his stride.

N ORTH TEX AS FARM & RAN CH He had the best of qualities; I’d say except for one. ‘Cuz
when you put a shoe on him that horse would come undone.

To think you would control him was a notion without
hope. He’d unravel faster than a brand new cheap five-
dollar rope.

Given the choice of shoeing, Applejack and pounding in
my brain, I’d choose nailing apple jelly to a runaway train.

The last cowboy who’d shod the horse still wore his right
arm sling and looked like he’d gone 15 with Mike Tyson
in the ring.

So, when Applejack was needing shoes I hoped that he’d
give in. But when I looked into his eyes, I saw the devil’s kin.

I picked up Applejack’s right foot. He didn’t move an
inch. I wondered if this was the time. Would this shoeing
be a cinch?

But then he jerked his hoof and gave the halter rope a
fling. Applejack was madder than a rooster on caffeine.

He was blowing snot. His eyes were wide and just plain
rude. Applejack was proving his tornado attitude.

He reared up too far backward, then fell down and hit
his head. I swear I heard my brother say, “Let’s hope that
horse is dead!”

He wasn’t dead, just plumb knocked out. I thought, “Good
time to shoe.” I tried to grab his leg again, then Applejack

and nder working in tandem 10 separate a specific cow from... See more

North Tﬂ.‘ls Farm & Ranch came to. . .
) Febnary 182t X09AM - @ He struggled, then he stood right up and looked like he
When a City Girl Goes Country was lost. His expression was so bewildered, ‘cuz both his

SRR eyes were crossed
Ever get the advice_. do the things you think you can't? Even if it's difficult there may still be a way. y R o s X .
Perhaps the secrat sauce is that you can do what you want. just maybe the how will look diffarent I picked up Applejack’s hind leg and nailed a brand-new

froem what it once did, shoe. The other three went on so fast, he didn’t have a clue.
For three whole hours old Applejack just stood and stared
ahead. I'm sure he must have felt like his poor head was

- made of lead.
;

Now, I'm not recommending how to shoe an ornery cuss.

W ll_ — R ﬁ — G l R L But when a horse tips over, then it might just be a plus.

And if you’re wondering, did the headache cure old

W W{,?/ Applejack? It didn’t help a doggone bit. That old devil

came right back. 7,
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Invasive Species on the Range

By Reanna Santos

Each year, National Invasive
Species Awareness Week high-
lights the impact invasive plants
and animals have on ecosystems,
farms, and ranches.

This year, the event ran from
February 24-28, serving as a re-
minder that invasive species not
only harm the environment but
also reduce agricultural produc-
tivity, disrupt grazing lands, and
affect livestock operations. For
North Texas ranchers, manag-
ing these species is an ongoing
challenge, but with increased
awareness and effective control
methods, meaningful progress is
possible.

An invasive species is any
plant, animal, or microorganism
introduced to an area where it
spreads aggressively and causes
harm.

Invasive plants, in particular,
outcompete native species, re-
duce biodiversity, and degrade
soil health.

While not all introduced plants
become invasive, those that do
often thrive in new environments
due to a lack of natural predators,
allowing them to dominate pas-
tures and roadsides. These species
can have significant economic and
ecological consequences.

Human activities such as ur-
banization, overgrazing, fire sup-
pression, and the unintentional
spread of invasive species have
created conditions that allow
these plants to flourish in Texas.
Common invasive species in
North Texas include King Ranch
Bluestem (Bothriochloa isch-
aemum), Johnsongrass (Sorghum
halepense), and Musk Thistle
(Carduus nutans).

* King Ranch Bluestem was
introduced for forage and erosion
control but has since crowded out
native grasses. It is often seen
along highways in late summer

10 APRIL 2025

An invasive species is any plant, animal, or microorganism introduced to an area where it spreads aggressively and
causes harm. (Courtesy photo)

and early fall, identified by its
purple seedhead.

* Johnsongrass, another species
initially introduced for forage, be-
comes a significant threat during
environmental stress, when it pro-
duces prussic acid, a toxin harmful
to livestock. This tall grass is eas-
ily recognized by its long leaves
and distinct white midrib.

¢ Musk Thistle, believed to
have been introduced acciden-
tally, spreads rapidly. It features
spiny, rosette-shaped leaves and
distinctive purple, bulb-like flow-
ers, reducing available grazing
land and creating challenges for
landowners.

Complete eradication of inva-
sive species is often unrealistic,
but effective management is pos-
sible with consistent strategies
tailored to landowner goals. Some

proven management techniques
include prescribed grazing, her-
bicide treatments, mechanical
removal, and the reintroduction
of native grasses.

* Prescribed grazing encour-
ages livestock to graze on invasive
species while allowing native
plants to recover.

e Targeted herbicide treat-
ments can control invasive plants
without harming native species,
but proper timing and application
methods are essential for success.

e Mechanical removal, such
as mowing, can help suppress
invasive species, especially when
done regularly.

e Replanting native grasses
restores ecological balance, im-
proves soil health, and provides
better forage for livestock.

Managing invasive species

is a long-term commitment es-
sential for maintaining the health
and productivity of rangelands.
Ranchers and landowners play
a critical role in preventing their
spread. Participating in National
Invasive Species Awareness Week
keeps the conversation going and
encourages action. By staying
informed and using effective man-
agement techniques, ranchers can
protect their land, ensure sustain-
able productivity, and preserve
the native ecosystems that make
North Texas unique. Understand-
ing invasive species equips us to
manage them effectively, ensuring
our lands continue to thrive for
future generations.

For more information on in-
vasive species, visit the USDA
National Invasive Species Infor-
mation Center website. {7,
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Calving season is going for a lot of folks yet, bull
sales are happening all over and green grass is thinking
about making an appearance. (.
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BOWIE, TEXAS

69+ ACRES - BUY ALL OR PART
Alvord, TX « $37,000/AC

1001 S Sweetwater St | Wheeler, TX 79096
4,200+ Sqft « $388,500

._¥i _

AVAILABLE!!
to Offer in Multiple Tracts

Custom Built Tiny;Home (14x30) with Covered Deck
":_","‘Ihadx to Relocate! Appliances & Furniture Optional » $79,875

>

Attention Hunters!
95.5¢ AC » Ringgold, TX « $10,000/AC

United Country - Buford Resources Real Estate & Auction « Van Baize (940) 366-3407 « BufordResources.com



www.bufordresources.com
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Beginning this month, Jack and Clay Counties are being added to the detailed report of land sales for the month. These two counties are
an important part of our market area, and there is now enough detailed information available to allow for an accurate report to be made.
Hopefully, these additions will be valuable to you as well.

There is a hint of the change of the seasons in the air, with a little more daylight every day, more southern breezes, and warmer tempera-
tures. I am starting to see a few of the early budding trees develop small blooms in their hope for warmer weather and more rain. Birds are
begging their mating calls and rituals, and calves are on the ground. With the change of seasons comes a change in attitude for wildlife and
for humans alike, as we adjust to the change and have high hopes for a better tomorrow. (7.

County Area Acres $/Acre List $ Sold $ Sale/List DOM
Clay Henrietta 17.5 $24,286 $425,000 $425,000 100% 7
Clay Byers 225 $3,070 $787,500 $690,810 87.7% 9
AVG 121.25 $13,678 $606,250 $557,905 93.9% 18
Collin Farmersville 10 $44,000 $475,000 $440,000 92.6% 23
Collin Anna 10.2 $67,647 $1,009,800 $690,000 68.3% 228
Collin Celina 14.72 $144,990 $2,300,000 $2,134,000 92.8% 64
Collin Celina L 115 $115,192 $13,672,800 $10,500,000 76.8% 87
Collin Celina 130.53 $191,257 $32,625,000 $25,000,000 76.6% 16
AVG 51.32 $112,671 $10,016,520 $7,752,880 81.4% 84
Cooke Gainesville 11 $31,736 $349,100 $349,100 100% 447
Cooke Muenster 28.13 $19,551 $549,999 $549,999 100% 57/
Cooke Gainesville 25 $26,665 $750,000 $666,630 $88.9% 311
Cooke Muenster 125.7 $16,976 $2,500,000 $2,133,900 85.4% 94
AVG 47.46 $23,732 $1,037,275 $924,883 93.6% 227
Denton Aubrey 15 $74,880 $1,125,000 $1,123,200 99.8% 262
Denton Ponder 21.11 $66,234 $1,477,700 $1,398,203 94.6% 41
Denton Double Oak 14.62 $290,638 $4,500,000 $4,250,000 94.4% 60
Denton Pilot Point 61.52 $94,924 $6,767,530 $5,840,000 86.3% 112
Denton Aubrey 188.6 $65,317 $13,200,000 $12,325,000 93.4% 231
AVG 60.19 $118,399 $5,414,046 $4,987,281 93.7 141
Grayson Sadler 12.41 $25,000 $375,000 $310,325 82.8% 101
Grayson Van Alstyne 12 $28,750 $360,000 $345,000 95.8% 442
Grayson Sherman 12 $31,250 $389,000 $375,000 96.4% 149 5 .
Grayson Sadler 123.5 $6,640 $1,200,000 $820,089 68.3% 185
Grayson Sherman 47 $37,024 $2,000,000 $1,740,000 87% 108
Grayson Howe 45.48 $41,667 $2,100,000. $1,895,000 90.2% 138
Grayson Gordonville 115.85 $28,489 $3,450,000 $3,300,510 95.7% 377
AVG 52.61 $28.,403 $1,410,571 $15255:18% 88% 214
Jack Joplin 26 $12,500 $335,400 $325,000 86.8% 281
Jack Jacksboro 70 $8,250 $665,000 $577,500 80.8% 304
Jack Bowie 108.16 $8,395 $959,000 $908,000 94.7% 95
AVG 68.05 $9,715 $653,133 $603,500 92.8% 210
Montague Sunset 11.18 $19,678 $249,000 $220,000 88% 214
AVG IBETLS $19,678 $249,000 $220,000 88% 214
Wise Sunset 15.03 $13,307 $200,000 $200,000 100% 7
Wise Paradise 10.01 $23,976 $245,000 $240,000 98% 557
Wise Decatur 20 $25,750 $569,000 $515,000 90.5% 123
Wise Chico 136 $10,583 $1,496,000 $1,439,240 96.2% 6
Wise Springtown 1.53.2F $13,054 $2,500,000 $2,000,000 80% 810 ¢
AVG 66.85 $17,334 $1,002,000 $878,848 92.9% 201




Gopher Gassers Inexpensive but

Expensive To Let Loose

By Nicholas Waters

(Courtesy photo)

Where there’s smoke, there’s
fire—or an errant gopher gasser.

Three times within the past de-
cade, once in the past 11 months, a
combustible cartridge used to ex-
terminate pocket gophers through
fumigation has led to unintended
blazes.

“This product is not necessar-
ily wrong to use,” said Nicholas
A. Waters, owner of Gentlemen
Gopher Solutions LLC based in
Oklahoma, “it does pose a greater
risk for accidents though among

14 APRIL 2025

home remedy extermination prac-
tices because an open flame is
involved.”

A fire caused by a gopher gas-
ser burned a backyard, and privacy
fence in Oklahoma City in Febru-
ary 2024; a carport and adjoining
home burned near Redding, Cali-
fornia, in 2022; over 20-acres and
$20,000 in damage was caused in
Benton County, Washington, in
2018; and another gasser-caused
blaze consumed 500-acres before
being contained in Vista, Califor-

nia, in 2012.

“We recommend trapping, and
we even train to trap, versus using
anything requiring a fire,” Waters
added, “and poison baits possess
their own risks for harming non-
target species.”

Per the writing of this article, a
package of gopher gasser cartridg-
es can be bought online or from a
retail store for less than $20.

“Of course, that’s cheaper than
the cost of a licensed professional
coming to your home to treat a

year-round gopher problem,”
Waters said.

According to the Wildlife Ani-
mal Control website, nuisance
wildlife removal can range in price
from $100 to $175, with adminis-
trative costs and fees causing some
rates to in-crease.

“Whatever a homeowner or
business owner chooses to do—
considering the options and risks
is key,” Waters concluded, “and
no choice should be made out of
fear.” &0
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Raising Chickens for Beginners
A Step-by-Step Guide

(Courtesy photo)

Raising chickens can be a re-
warding and fulfilling experience,
whether you’re a homesteader
looking to become more self-
sufficient or a backyard enthusiast
seeking fresh eggs for your family.
Chickens are relatively low-main-
tenance animals, making them an
excellent choice for beginners in
the world of poultry farming. In
this step-by-step guide, we will
walk you through the essentials
of raising chickens, from choosing
the right breed to ensuring their

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM

health and happiness.

Selecting the Right Breed

Before diving into chicken-
raising, it’s crucial to choose the
right breed that suits your goals
and environment. Different breeds
have characteristics, including
egg-laying capacity, temperament,
and adaptability. Here are some
popular options for beginners:

Rhode Island Red: Known for
their excellent egg production and
hardiness.

By Savannah Ma

goteaux

»

Plymouth Rock: Friendly birds
that lay brown eggs and adapt well
to various climates.

Australorp: Record-holders for
egg-laying, known for their docile
nature.

Silkies: Unique and fluffy birds
often kept as pets; they lay smaller
eggs but are adorable companions.

Research the specific breeds
available in your area and consider
factors like climate and available
space when making your selec-
tion.

Coop and Run Setup

Before bringing your chickens
home, you’ll need to set up a safe
and comfortable living space for
them. A coop and run are essential
components of your chicken-
keeping setup:

Coop: The coop is where your
chickens will sleep at night and
lay their eggs. It should be well-
insulated, predator-proof, and
provide at least two to three square
feet of space per chicken.

Run: The run is an outdoor area
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continued from page 15
where your chickens can roam
during the day. It should be fenced
and covered to protect your birds
from predators and provide shade.
Make sure to include roosting
bars, nesting boxes, and adequate
ventilation in your coop for a
healthy environment.

Feeding Your Chickens

Chickens need a balanced diet
to stay healthy and lay eggs regu-
larly. You can feed them commer-
cial chicken feed, which comes in
various forms:

Starter Feed: For chicks up to
six weeks old.

Grower Feed: For chicks aged
six weeks to 20 weeks.

Layer Feed: For hens produc-
ing eggs.

Additionally, you can sup-
plement their diet with kitchen
scraps, vegetables, and grains.
Ensure they have access to clean,
fresh water at all times.

AND SUPPLIES

23/8+27/8+31/241/2+51/2+7
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TRAILER PARTS & SuPPLIES - NEw Sucker Robs

Care and Health

Regular care and monitoring
are essential to keeping your
chickens healthy. Here are some
key aspects of chicken care:

Regular Health Checks: In-
spect your chickens for signs of
illness or injury daily.

Common issues include mites,
respiratory infections, and injuries
from pecking.

Disease Prevention: Vacci-
nate your chickens against com-
mon diseases to keep your flock
healthy.

Egg Collection: Collect eggs
daily to ensure they remain clean
and prevent hens from brooding.

Clean Coop: Regularly clean
the coop to prevent the buildup
of waste and odors, which can
attract pests.

Handling and Socializing

Chickens can be friendly and
enjoy human interaction when
handled gently. Spend time with

AUTHORIZED
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your chickens, hand-feeding them
treats to build trust. Avoid sudden
movements or loud noises, which
can startle them.

Understanding Egg Production

Egg production varies by breed
and age. Hens typically start
laying eggs at around five to six
months old. The amount of day-
light, diet, and stress can affect
egg production.

You can use artificial lighting
to simulate longer daylight hours,
which can encourage consistent

egg-laying.

Dealing with Challenges

Chickens, like any animal,
come with their challenges. Here
are a few common issues and how
to address them:

Predators: Invest in a secure
coop and run, and consider adding
motion-activated lights or alarms
to deter nighttime predators.

Broodiness: Some hens may

become broody and stop laying
eggs. You can break this behavior
by isolating them in a separate
enclosure or providing them with
dummy eggs to sit on.

Feather Pecking: Chickens
can sometimes develop a habit of
pecking at each other’s feathers.
Ensure they have enough space
and distractions to prevent this
behavior.

Raising chickens can be a de-
lightful and educational journey.

By selecting the right breed,
setting up a proper coop and run,
providing a balanced diet, and of-
fering care and attention, you can
enjoy the rewards of fresh eggs
and the companionship of these
feathered friends.

Remember that every chicken
has its unique personality, so get
ready to be charmed by your new
flock as you embark on this fulfill-
ing adventure in poultry farming.
Happy chicken-keeping! &
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Hairy Grama

Grazing Value of This Plant
Hairy Grama

Hairy grama seems to grow just
about everywhere. Itis adapted to
all areas of Texas, and to a wide
swath of the US mainland, even
reaching into southern Canada,
and into northern Mexico. It is
at home in states like Missouri
and Minnesota, and also our drier
western states.

Hairy grama is capable of
growing on most soil types, which
gives it a huge advantage over
many other grasses. It is a sum-
mer perennial, so once it gets
established, it can come back
from the roots every spring. It is
able to withstand drought, and
can survive in shallow, rocky soil.
In shallow soils, it sometimes
doesn’t get over eight inches tall,
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and it blends in so well with a few
other grasses, it’s easy to forget
it’s there. In better soil, and with
adequate moisture, it can reach
heights of 18 inches.

We seldom find Hairy grama
in large areas of a pure stand. It is
great at picking partners, and shar-
ing the range with other plants.
In the Sandhills of Nebraska, it
cohabits with plants like Little
bluestem. In the Chihuahua des-
ert of Texas, it lives with Black
grama. And in North Texas, it can
survive in almost all of our grass
lands, but is most at home growing
with Blue grama, Sideoats grama,
and Buffalograss.

Probably its greatest claim
to fame is the role Hairy grama

FARM & RANCH Vg

North Texas

By Tony Dean, tonydean.tx1@gmail.com

The small green grass shoots growing at the base of this Hairy grama
plant are small Sideoats grama plants. Hair grama likes to grow next
to Sideoats and other similar grasses. (Photos courtesy of Tony Dean)

played as part of the short grass
prairie in the central US. These
prairies were home to much of the
US buffalo population. Grasses
like Hairy grama,

Blue grama, Sideots grama and
Buffalograss supported these mas-
sive herds. Hairy grama is still a
part of this ecosystem.

While is is not our best grazing
grass, it does have one important
attribute, in that it can hold four to
five percent protein during winter
months, which is more than many
other grasses. And, since it is a pe-

rennial and can grow on shallow,
fragile soil, it plays a significnt
role in protecting these soils from
erosion.

Hairy grama is considered
fair grazing for livestock. It will
increase on heavily grazed range-
land, and will replace higher
value grasses that are weakened
by overgrazing. It is used very
little by wildife, except that turkey
sometimes strip the seed heads.

Hairy grama is used in land-
scaping and is available com-
mercially. &

APRIL 2025 | 17


www.ntfronline.com

T&S

MFG, INC.

* Feeding America’s livestock
since 1979

* Flat conveyor chain won't
breakup cubes

= Adjustable flow gate - Feed

s from 2-8 Ibs per pile or steady
trail, whichever you choose.

* Counter inside truck counts
feed

* Heavy duty steel construction

Trip Hopper
Range Cattle Feeder
Constant speed,
constant duty motor,
Chain and sprocket drive

Worlds Best as tested by
ranchers, ask anybody!

Bt

Dealer Inquiries Welcome
Jermyn, TX 76459
940.342.2005 » www.isfeeders.com

EXTREMELY

BUILT 'STRONG, BUILT TO LAST

18 APRIL 2025

GET A JUMP ON
THE SPRING CR
WEEDS NOW!

CROSS TIMBERS AG SERVICE

vy i
v7) & BEREND BROS. i

“SAME GREAT SERVICE CROSS TIMBERS AG
SPRAYING PROVIDES WITH BEREND BROS. SUPPORT"

All purchases (applications and pick-up) are
managed through Berend Bros. billing.
Services offered through Berend Bros. and
Cross Timber Ag include custom spray
application of:

 LIQUID FERTILIZER

* HERBICIDE

« INSECTICIDE
» GRASS PRE-EMERGENT

« PASTURE “BURN DOWN”

g I —
(glyphosate application)

As always, with a valid license, our valued customers can
Jourchase state and federal restriction herbicides/insecticides
for their use as well!

DuraCor”

Call Brandon Berend, 940-423-6223, Kyle Peterson,
940-224-0366 or Chase Witt, 940-867-2556 for more details
or to schedule your custom spray application job today!

Bowie 940-872-5131 « Windthorst 940-423-6223
Wichita Falls 940-723-2736
Olney 940-564-5674

& NTFR


www.tsfeeders.com
www.bowieindustries.com

FARM & RANCH Wi

Wellls Laaoiogs

Control Encroaching
Brush with Goats

By Noble Research Institute Experts
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Goats are naturally curious animals that like to explore. If a tree or animal damages your fence and it powers down, you’ll find your goats roaming in the
neighbor’s yard by the next day (Courtesy photo)

Woody brush encroachment
on pasture and grazing lands is an
ever-present challenge on ranches.
Noble’s ranch managers are no
strangers to this challenge and of-
fer their advice about how adding
goats to your operation can reduce
encroachment while adding the
benefits of multi-species grazing
to your ranch.

Here’s what they’ve learned
from their experience at Noble’s

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM

Oswalt and Red River Ranches in
south-central Oklahoma.
Fencing

To add goats, you’ll first want
to modify your fencing to contain
a smaller ruminant. We added
three additional lines of barbed
wire to bring the exterior fences on
Oswalt Ranch to an 8-wire fence.

Maintaining a hot fence around
goats is more critical than with
cattle. Goats are naturally curi-

ous animals that like to explore.
If a tree or animal damages your
fence and it powers down, you’ll
find your goats roaming in the
neighbor’s yard by the next day.
We recommend checking your
fence daily and keeping it very
hot — somewhere north of 6,000 to
7,000 volts if you can — to discour-
age meddling.

Goats and sheep on Noble
Ranches are protected by guardian

dogs and donkeys.
Guardian Dogs

In our experience, having
guardian dogs is non-negotiable
with goats. It’s important to know
that not every dog can be a good
guardian dog, however. If you
can find a herd that comes with
a trained and bonded guard dog,
start there when acquiring your
goats. Otherwise, use your net-
continued on page 20
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continued from page 19

work to find reputable folks who
breed and raise proven guardian
dogs.

When grazing multiple species
together or near each other, dogs
and cows will adjust to each other
over time, but there may be some
tension between them at first. Al-
low them time to adapt.

Parasite Prevention

Goats are susceptible to para-
sites, especially when not man-
aged properly. At Oswalt Ranch,
we learned that moving the goat
herd frequently helped cut down
on the instances of common
parasites such as barber’s pole
worms (Haemonchus contortus).
The grazing rest periods are long
enough on this ranch that parasite
management isn’t a big challenge.
But it’s important to be aware of
parasite lifecycles when rotating
goats back into sections of pasture.

Multi-species grazing helps
break the parasite life cycle, too.

Goats and cattle do not share the
same parasites, which means goat
parasites cannot survive in cattle.
Another important part of parasite
prevention is keeping a mineral
supplement available to the herd
to support balanced nutrition.
Rotation Plan

We tested a few ways of graz-
ing goats and cattle on our Oswalt
Ranch. The best scenario for both
the livestock and grazing manage-
ment occurred when goats grazed
a section first, followed by cattle.
The goats thinned out the woody
stemmed forages and forbs, leav-
ing the more desirable forages for
the cattle.

While goats prefer brush, they
will eat forbs and grass, too. If the
goal is to leave grass for cattle, the
goats need to be rotated to new
pastures before their preferred
foodstuff runs out. The goats also
stayed healthier when they moved
faster than the cows. This rotation
pace allowed the goats to return

to a section of pasture to graze
new leaves on the refoliated brush
and continue stunting it before
regrowth got too far along
A Long-Term Mindset

At our ranches, we found that
using goats worked best when
large brush and trees were cleared
mechanically first. Goats that are
brought in after trees are pushed
up and burned help clean up the

re-emerging forbs and allow the
desired grasses to return.

No two ranches will respond
to brush control in the same way.
It’s important to take the time to
observe what the goats are doing
and how their presence influences
your pastures. Goats are not an
overnight fix to brush encroach-
ment; be patient enough to see the
plan through &
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I saw the loose wire. I even
made a mental note to come back
and tighten it up. But, like a lot of
things on the ranch, it got pushed
down the list.

By the time I finally got around
to checking that stretch of fence,
the damage was done—and my
cattle were gone.

It’s funny how a few inches of
slack can turn into a full-blown
escape mission for a herd that
normally acts like moving five
feet is a chore.

The next morning, I got the call
from a neighbor—my cattle were
grazing in his hay meadow like
they’d been invited.

What should have been a five-
minute fix had now become a
multi-hour roundup, a frustrated
neighbor, and a few busted fence
posts where they’d decided to go
through instead of back the way
they came.

The Domino Effect of a
Small Problem

That wasn’t the first time I
learned this lesson the hard way.
A few years earlier, I lost a young
heifer to a fencing failure, but that
one wasn’t a loose wire—it was a
downed tree I didn’t know about.

The fence had looked solid the
last time I rode the perimeter, but
one strong Texas storm later, a
mesquite limb had taken out three
strands of barbed wire.

By the time I realized it, the
heifer had wandered onto a county
road, and I found her too late.

Fixing the Fence
and the Habit

I used to think of fencing as a
set-it-and-forget-it part of ranch-
ing. Now, I know better. Here’s
what I do differently:

1. Weekly Fence Checks —
Even if it’s just a quick ride or
drive along the fence line, I check

22 APRIL 2025

Fencing Failures
When Good Fences Go Bad

By Ann Asher

It's funny how a few inches of slack can turn into a full-blown escape mission for a herd that normally acts
like moving five feet is a chore. (Courtesy photo)

for loose wires, broken posts, or
fresh signs of animal pressure.

2. After Every Storm — If the
wind howls or rain comes heavy,
I'make a pass along the property. A
fallen branch or a washed-out post
can turn into a livestock escape
route overnight.

3. Fix It Now, Not Later — If
I see a problem, I handle it right
then and there, even if it’s just a
temporary patch until I can do a

full repair. Waiting never makes
it better - only worse.
What I Could Have
Done Differently

Looking back, both of those
situations were preventable. If I'd
checked the fence when I first no-
ticed the loose wire, I could have
saved myself the frustration, the
time, and the neigh-bor’s side-eye.
If I'd been more diligent about
post-storm inspections, I might

not have lost that heifer.

Fencing is one of those things
that only matters when it fails—
but by the time you notice the
failure, you’re already paying
the price.

If you think you’ll get to it
later, trust me - you won’t. And if
you let a small issue slide, sooner
or later, your cattle (or horses, or
goats) will remind you why that
was a bad idea. 7,
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Top Left: From beef to baked goods, all can be found in the store, and
all are paid for by the honor system and a hand-written ledger.
Top Right: The assortment of animals on the farm is as varied as the

offerings in the store.

Bottom Right: A sign directs visitors to the store, which is open 24/7.
(Photos courtesy of Mike and Aimee Christian)

Different paths, one purpose

“We didn’t exactly start out
thinking we’d be farmers,” Mike
admitted. “But looking back, I
wouldn’t change a thing.”

Mike and Aimee Christian’s
backgrounds couldn’t have been
more different, yet they converged
in a way that built not just a fam-
ily, but a thriving agricultural
business.

Mike, originally from Santa
Fe, Texas, spent his early years
around agriculture, and when his
family later moved to Ukraine
as missionaries, he gained more
exposure to small-scale farming.
After returning to the U.S., he
attended Hardin-Simmons Uni-
versity before joining the Army
post-9/11. After his service, he
worked for a steel fabrication
company before pursuing a law
enforcement career, and has now
spent more than 14 years with a
local police department.

Aimee, also from Santa Fe, had
a very different path. She attended
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the University of Mary Hardin-
Baylor before beginning a career
in banking. Although she left the
workforce when their first child
was born, she eventually began
taking online classes through Le-
Tourneau University, and earned
her degree. She also took on key
role in the farm’s success.

Mike and Aimee’s story came
full circle after reconnecting on
MySpace - yes, MySpace - and
getting married nearly 18 years
ago. Their shared dream of owning
land and raising animals began to
take shape as they moved from
city life in Euless to Gainesville,
where they found the perfect prop-
erty to begin their farming journey.

From hobby to business

“We had no idea what we were
doing at first,” Aimee said. “But
we learned as we went, and we
had a lot of fun figuring it all out.”

Like many first-time farmers,
the Christians started small, ini-
tially raising animals just to feed
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Every day since opening, a customer has walked into the store.
(Photos courtesy of Mike and Aimee Christian)

their own family. Their first cattle
purchase was a bit of an adventure.
“We thought we had accidently
bid on a roping steer, and were
thinking ‘What did we just do,’
but when it got delivered, it was
actually a full-grown heifer, and
another calf we had bid on,” Ai-
mee laughed. “We were pleasantly
surprised.”

Their operation expanded over
the years, incorporating pigs,
sheep, goats, donkeys, and chick-
ens. As their livestock grew, so
did their desire to provide high-
quality, ethically raised meat not
just for themselves, but for their
community. The challenge, how-
ever, was getting their products to
people efficiently.

The Birth of the Country Store

“The store was kind of born out
of necessity,” Aimee explained.
“People kept asking us about buy-
ing meat, and we wanted to find
a way to make it easy for them.”

By 2020, Mike and Aimee saw
an opportunity. The COVID-19
pandemic had shut down craft
fairs and farmers’ markets, leav-
ing many local vendors without
a place to sell their goods. That’s
when they decided to open a store
on their farm, stocking it not only
with their own meats but also
with products from other small
businesses.

“Our goal was to find as many
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local products as we could to put
in our store,” Mike explained.
“Not only does it support us, but
it also helps other local business
owners.”

The store’s honor system mod-
el is a rarity in today’s world, but
it has proven to be incredibly suc-
cessful. Customers appreciate the
convenience, and despite initial
concerns about theft, the system
has worked remarkably well, with
only minor issues over the years.
“People find it really interesting,”
Mike said. “They’re like, ‘Wait,
you trust people to come in and
pay on their own?’” And I tell them,
“Yes, and it’s worked out really
well for us.””

A Community-Centered Farm

“One of our favorite things
about the store is being able to
support other small businesses,”
Mike said. “It’s a win-win for
everyone involved.”

Beyond just running a store, the
Christians are deeply committed
to supporting other farmers and
artisans. They don’t see similar
farm stores as competition but
rather as partners in fostering a
local food economy. If they’re out
of a product, they happily direct
customers to other farms that
might have what they need.

Aimee plays a key role in the
store’s operations, particularly in
baking. Their family is gluten-

In 2023, the Christians opened Hummingbird Cottage, an Airbnb, on the
property to give guests an up close farm experience.

free, so she has dedicated herself
to creating gluten-free baked
goods that don’t sacrifice taste or
texture. “It’s really important to
me that people with dietary restric-
tions don’t feel left out,” she said.
“I spend a lot of time developing
recipes that taste just as good as
the regular versions.”

Her oatmeal cream pies are a
customer favorite, often selling
out quickly.

The farm has also expanded
beyond just a store. In 2023, they
opened Hummingbird Cottage,
an Airbnb on the property, giving
guests a chance to experience farm
life up close. “People love getting
to see the animals and enjoy the
peace and quiet,” Mike said. “Out-
side of, you know, animal noises.”

The Next Generation

“Our kids are learning so much
from growing up on the farm,”
Aimee said. “They understand
where food comes from, and they
have responsibilities that make
them feel important.”

Mike’s parents, George and
Dru Christian, and Aimee’s mom
and step-dad, Gary and Kathie Lea
Bradfield, have also played a vital
role in the farm’s success, having
moved to the farm to help with
daily operations, assisting with
animal care, stocking the store,
and supporting the family’s vi-
sion. “Having our parents here has

been a huge blessing,” Aimee said.
“They help with so much, and it’s
great for our kids to grow up with
their grandparents involved in this
lifestyle.”

Mike and Aimee’s three chil-
dren - Michael (15), Ethan (12),
and Shiloh (10) - are all involved
in farm life. “They each have their
own jobs,” Aimee said. “They help
with feeding animals, gathering
eggs, and keeping things running
smoothly.”

Their parents’ decision to build
this farm was not just about busi-
ness but about raising their kids
with strong values and a deep
appreciation for nature and sus-
tainability.

Looking to the Future

“Every single day, we’re re-
minded of why we do this,” Mike
said. “When customers come in
and tell us how much they appreci-
ate what we offer, it makes all the
hard work worth it.”

Christian Family Farms has
grown from a simple desire for
homegrown meat into a trusted
local resource for fresh food and
a hub for small businesses. Every
day since opening, customers have
walked through their store’s doors,
reinforcing the community’s ap-
preciation for high-quality, ethi-
cally sourced products.

Their story is one of faith, per-
severance, and a commitment to
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doing things the right way. “We try
to make sure that the only bad day
our animals have is their last day,”
Mike said. “Until then, they have
the best life we can give them.”

Whether it’s ensuring their ani-
mals have the best possible lives,
baking goods that bring joy to
those with dietary restrictions, or
providing a welcoming space for
other small businesses to thrive,
Mike and Aimee Christian have
built something truly special.

The couple added that while
creating a unique business has
been great, bringing glory and
honor to God is by far the most
important driving force behind
everything they do.

For those in Gainesville and
beyond, Christian Family Farms
is more than just a farm; it’s a
testament to what can be achieved
when hard work meets a deep
sense of purpose. Find them on
Facebook at Christian Family
Farms - Gainesville. &

The Christian’s goal was to showcase as many local products as they could find in their store, as well
as a select group of offerings from some small businesses from further off they have personally visited.

The current list of valued vendors for Christian Family Farms Country Store includes:

RJ’s Sweets

Circle N Dairy

Sweet Pasture Dairy

Timber Ridge Quail Farm

Donna D’s Delicacies & Delites

CM Heritage Farms/Swirly Twirly Soaps
Beth Marie’s Ice Cream

Crumbs to Crust Bakery

Happy Harvest Kitchen

Micah’s Pieworks

Goldenroot Ginger Beer

Padrino Foods

Cardona Foods

Cimarron Coffee Roasters (Montrose, CO)
Hess Meat Market

Jason Weibe Dairy (Kansas)

Union Star Cheese Factory (Fremont, WI)
MOPS Seasoning

Chef Milton Gourmet

Krunchies Popcorn

Spread Happiness Nut Butter

What the Fudge

7wire Space Snacks

Ordinary Rose Bath and Body Products
Wicked Root Apothecary

Mickey’s Mustard

McKinney Elderberry Compath
Warne Bee Farm LLC

Dipped DFW

Tangle Farms

Vann’s Produce

Clean and Pure Cleaning Products
Knowledge Keepers Bookstore
Local authors

Brush and Letter Studio

Curry Girl Authentic Punjabi Sauces
Down Home T’s

Prices subject to change

Soutlwest FABRICATORS

Hugo, Oklahoma

Our price can’t be beat on a comparable product

Weatheriord
Truck Equipment

Cut Your Overhead, Increase Your Profits Gooseneck Hitch | Fifth Wheels | Flatbeds
Truck Accessories | Service Bodies

with Round Overhead Storage Bins. Fuel Tanks | Dump Body
Puts the bloom on your cattle to get top —_—
price for less money!

TOLL FREE: (877) 326-3574
www.overheadbins.com
E-mail Us:

troy

Fold down Hitches & Stand Up Balls available

1 " 1

=@ TRAILER

A\q& AU HITCHES

817.594.2299 . cei: 817.597.8150
2620 Ranger Hwy. Weatherford

Supplying Premium Truck Accessories & Equipment Since 1997!
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Equipment Rentals: Including Aerial Lifts, Skid Steers,

Mini Excavators, Trenchers and more! MO R R IS

PRO * STAR GENERAL WELDING FENCING

SKID STEER WORK

6200 Kell Blvd. W., Wichita Falls, TX 76310 ® 940-723-8494 940- 73 6- 1 934

M-F7 a.m. -5 p.m. ® Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon

RUsTY’S <« WEIGH
SCALES & SER\IIEE

Prevent shrinkage from not ‘

selling livestock at your

loading point

Invest in portable, reliable LR RusTys)

p equipment that will N Wﬂﬁ .
maximize your returns - e

Contact us today to order
your set of heavy-duty,
accurate livestock scales

METTLER TOLEDO 800-666-2802
Premier Distributor | ' rUStQSWEigh. cCom
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Stock Horse Events on the
Rise 1in Texas

By Pepper Stewart

5.
Sl . B N

# l

-,. ‘.t.‘
e
-, 1—*
l_-.r_-’ - ;:-» ’.;)-
1 . ,_:__ o ',h-s’.

£ L

S VOl L

Dokt

-

6- :
v

i ';"

. — — R
Ry b T —

" ,
"l .

-aﬂ"'

P

=
] y A
\ 4

-
*

s

VRPN

. ‘\r’

Anyone interested in more about stock horse clinics or events should reach out to the local stock horse association. (Photos by Rachel Watts
Photography, provided by Pepper Stewart)

We have seen a recent rise in
western horse sports, especially
in the Stock Horse and Ranch
Versatility world.

Stock Horse events are one
of the fastest growing western
horse sports sliding into an arena
new you.

In Texas one of the newer as-
sociations that is definitely on the
rise is the East Texas Stock Horse
Association.

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM

With a fresh start in 2025 The
Non-Profit - East Texas Stock
Horse Association is now man-
aged by a nine-person board. The
board of directors is compiled
with horse show industry experts,
equestrian business professionals,
event producers, and cattlemen.
They are committed to providing
an educational and competitive
environment to aid in develop-
ing skills, sportsmanship, and a

greater understanding of stock
horse traditions.

ETXSH is creating an environ-
ment for all level riders from be-
ginners to industry profession-als,
there is a place for you in the East
Texas Stock Horse arena.

Not only does ETXSH produce
competitive events, but they also
host many clinics during the year
for those looking to learn more or
to brush up their skills.

The events / classes you will
find are Ranch Riding, Ranch
Pleasure, Ranch Trail, Ranch
Reining, Ranch Cow Work and
Ranch Cutting.

Anyone interested in more
about stock horse clinics or events
reach out to the local stock horse
association and if you find your-
self in Northeast Texas drop in to
an ETXSH event or clinic near

you. @
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Texas hosts some of the larg-
est stock shows and rodeos in the
country throughout the winter and
into the spring.

With Fort Worth and San Anto-
nio just wrapping up, and Houston
and San Angelo kicking off, this
winter run has become known as
the “Texas Swing.”

These lucrative Texas winter
rodeos, sanctioned by the Profes-
sional Rodeo Cowboys Associa-
tion and the Women’s Professional
Rodeo Association, draw the top
cowboys and cowgirls in today’s
game to compete in the Lone Star
State.

One local North Texas cowboy
has been making his way through
the rodeos, hoping to hit big.

Hagen Houck is a calf roper
from Henrietta, Texas, who as of
the end of February sat 24th in the
PRCA standings. He joined the
PRCA in 2019 and has already
collected wins at places like La
Fiesta De Los Vaqueros in Tucson,
AZ and the Johnson County Sher-
iff’s Posse Rodeo in Cleburne,
Texas and is a two time Prairie
Circuit finalist.

His 2025 season is off to his
best start since 2020. His story
starts from humble beginnings,
riding horses and working cattle
since he can remember.

“I’ve been on horseback since
before I was born,” Houck said.
“My dad taught me to rope at a
young age. I believe I was five
when I roped my first calf. [ used
to go with him when I wasn’t in
school to doctor cattle and ride lots
of colts. I’ve been on horses my
whole life.”

The 27 year old cowboy
learned everything there is to
know about roping and training
calf horses from his dad, Jamie,
and grandfather, Jan.

His dad trained and showed
cutting horses in high school and
roped, as well. He calf roped full
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Henrietta Houck

By Krista Lucas | Copy Editor
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One local North Texas cowboy has been making his way through the rodeos, hoping to hit big.

(Photo courtesy of Hagen Houck)

time in college and at the profes-
sional level. Houck’s grandfather
passed on his knowledge of breed-
ing horses.

“He has raised horses for 50
plus years, and all of my horses
come from his broodmares,”
Houck said. “He started breeding

in the early 80s and was also a
National Cutting Horse Associa-
tion judge for 20 years.”

Houck carried that knowledge
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to college, attending Vernon,
Weatherford and Tarleton State
University, where he competed
in the National Intercollegiate
Rodeo Association before turning
pro. Horses are an integral part of
being a successful calf roper, and
Houck has been building his horse
program for eight years.

“I currently have three studs
and 10 mares, and I raise all of my
own horses,” Houck said. “I train a
lot of horses, mostly my own, but
I ride three to five customer horses
every month as well.”

Currently, Houck is competing
on Max, a five year old gelding
he just started hauling, Pancake,
a seasoned 16 year old stallion,
and Thompson, a seven year old
gelding he also raised. Taking care
of horses and cattle keeps Houck
plenty busy while he is at home,
but when he is out on the rodeo
road it is all business, too.
“Itisn’t a nine to five, it is more
of a five to nine, and then some-
times drive all night too,” Houck

said. “The rodeo is the fun part,
but there’s a lot of work that goes
into being ready to compete on a
professional level.”

Houck started his 2025 run
back in November, in Uvalde,
Texas, where he finished 2nd
and qualified for the San Antonio
Stock Show and Rodeo. He placed
at the Sandhills Stock Show and
Rodeo in Odessa, placed in a
round at the National Western
Stock Show and Rodeo in Denver
and split the win at Oklahoma
City. He hopes to continue his
lucrative winter run and see where
this year can take him.

“My plans for the 2025 season
is to focus on God’s plan for me,
be confident in myself and make
my first National Finals Rodeo.”

The North Texas cowboy will
compete at Rodeo Austin in March
and San Angelo Stock Show and
Rodeo the first week of April.
Then, he will travel to California
to try his luck out west for the
month of May. &

TRACTOR & IMP

Sales - Service - Parts
New & Used Equipment
Wichita Falls, TX » 940-541-2650
www.viethtractor.com * sales @viethtractor.com
4 miles South of Wichita Falls on 281

Branson Tracior & 1YM USA 1racior -

together as 1 - TYM North America TYMworld

““Whatever your reason -
e Ilave nrnnane for every season”
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WHEN A CITY GIRL

I never want to believe it’s too
late to do something I've always
wanted to do.

So what if I have aches and
pains? I've always said I can hurt
anywhere, so why not en-joy a
beautiful view while [ hurt? Some-
how, my pain always seems to
fade when breath-taking scenery
captures my full attention.

You’ve probably heard the old
adage: Don’t worry about what
you can’t change—focus on what
you can.

I may not be able to stop every
pain, but I can keep going in spite
of it. I refuse to let pain keep me
from living fully. Who’s with me?

Thoughts and memories of my
dear mamma inspire and encour-
age me as I walk through this
season of life.

She used to say, “Gotta keep
going, doing, moving”—whatever
action word fit best for what she
needed to tell herself.

I still giggle thinking about all
the conversations my husband and
I had about my mam-ma and her
hubby going somewhere every
single day, right up until their
health finally slowed them down.

He would ask me why they did
it, and my answer was always the
same: ‘“Because they can!”

I knew my mamma would keep
going, doing, and moving as long
as she could—and she did!

I visited the Grand Canyon as
a young child with my mom, but
my husband had never been. It
remained high on his bucket list.

As we considered how to cel-
ebrate a pretty big milestone—our
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(Photo courtesy of Annette Bridges)

43rd wedding anniversary—it
only seemed right that a big an-
niversary needed a grand celebra-
tion.

And what could be bigger or
grander than the Grand Canyon?
At some point, “someday” has to
become “today.” No more waiting
to check off a bucket list dream!

The Grand Canyon did not
disappoint.

When I first caught sight of it,
“breathtaking” was no exaggera-
tion. Quite literally! My eyes filled
with tears as I placed my hand
over my heart and exclaimed, “Oh
my good-ness!”

e

We both completely, totally, ab-
solutely believe everyone should
experience the Grand Canyon!

It’s a view not to be missed,
no matter your age or stage in
life. Many stunning sights can
be seen along the Rim Trail,
whether you’re walking or even
in a wheelchair.

We also took the Grand Canyon
tour buses to all the points not
accessible on foot, and we drove
the east side of the canyon as
well—something else we believe
should not be missed. Absolutely
stunning!

For our anniversary dinner,

z By Anm

The Grand Canyon

we enjoyed an incredible meal
at the El Tovar Hotel, perched
right on the canyon’s rim. It was
extra special to me because my
grandmother stayed there in its
early years.

El Tovar first opened its doors
in 1905, and I couldn’t help but
imagine her walking and dining in
the same place all those years ago.

If you haven’t been to the
Grand Canyon yet—go, go, GO!

Move whatever is on your
“someday” list to your “do now”
list. It’s not too late to chase your
dreams, even if you have to move
a little slower while doing it.
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DO YOU SUFFER WITH

PAIN, NUMBNESS, TINGLING, COLD FEET?

These may be symptoms :
of nerve damage. Nerve '
damage/Neuropathy isa |
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Introduction to Rabbit Breeds

By Landon Moore

To many people, the idea of
raising rabbits for food or pleasure
is of great interest. Most people
have also heard of small county
fair rabbit shows. These feature
a meat pen and sometimes single
fryer show, along with a handful of
breeding rabbits. But fewer people
know that rabbit raising and
exhibition is a worldwide hobby
with massive shows attracting
thousands of exhibitors and tens
of thousands of entries. Raising
rabbits can include any degree of
involvement from the home meat
supplier and annual county fair
exhibitor to the professional judge
and seedstock breeder.

You should start by deciding
what purpose(s) you want to raise
rabbits for. For show? For meat?
To preserve a heritage breed?
Deciding this will allow you to
identify which breeds you will be
interested in. Research with reli-
able and modern sources. Rabbit
varieties adapt and evolve and
in many breeds, the breed of the
same name from thirty years ago
is almost a different breed today.

Even if you exclusively want
to raise rabbits for meat, be sure
to buy quality stock. Remember,
the higher quality a commercial
rabbit is, the better its meat char-
acteristics. Buying cheap culls
as your breeding stock is a bad
investment. They will yield thin,
slow-growing, sickly and aggres-
sive animals. You may as well aim
to produce the best quality and
butcher anything that falls a little
short of the best.

Any discussion of the raising
of rabbits must begin with the
animals themselves. All domes-
ticated rabbits descend from the
European Rabbit (Oryctolagus
cuniculus). These have been bred
for hundreds or (depending on
the definition of “domesticate™)
perhaps thousands of years. There
are currently fifty-two breeds rec-
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Pictured is a Broken (white and another color in no particular pattern) Black Mini Rex, the most popular rabbit
breed in the country right now. (Photos courtesy of Landon Moore)

ognized by the American Rabbit
Breeders Association, which is
the governing authority for rabbit
shows. In general, these breeds fall
into three categories of purpose:
food, fancy and fiber.

The fiber group is the smallest,
being comprised of the Angora
breeds which are prized for their
constantly growing wool. Al-
though there are dozens of breeds
worldwide, only four Angora
breeds may be found in the United
States. All Angoras descend from
Turkish stock dating back to at
least the eighteenth century. They
are rather difficult to raise in
Texas as they need semi-adjusted
cages, very stringent grooming
and usually require air condition-
ing. However, very high quality
animals may be found and they
are frequently on the Best In Show
table, despite their low numbers.

Rabbits raised for meat, their
original purpose, have been great-
ly improved in the last few de-
cades, resulting in an extremely

high quality commercial animal.
There is often confusion over the
difference between meat rabbits
and breeding rabbits. The only
difference is that meat rabbits
develop quickly enough and have
the proper body type to be able to
compete in special meat shows
and are judged on the basis of
their use as meat animals. They
can still be shown as breeding rab-
bits and are just as competitive as
the “fancy” breeds. All breeds are
raised to a standard; the standard
of perfection between commercial
rabbits and fancy rabbits is differ-
ent, but no less strict. By far the
most common meat breeds are
New Zealands and Californians,
but there are several other heritage
breeds. These include American
Chinchillas, Palominos, Cinna-
mons and Champagne D’ Argent,
among others.

Fancy breeds were developed
for a particular characteristic that
might be a certain color, marking,
body shape, fur characteristic or

any combination of same. Most
modern breeds fall into this cat-
egory, but also many of the old-
est, as their original commercial
purpose is now fulfilled by a newer
breed. A great many breeds were
originally bred for their pelts, but
most of these went extinct with the
fur industry collapse. A handful
remain, several have even become
among the most popular breeds.
Aside from the general three
purposes, rabbits are also divided
by fur type and body profile.
The fur types are Wool, Stand-
ing, Flyback, Rollback, Rex and
Satin. The profiles are Compact,
Commercial, Full Arch, Semi-
Arch, Cylindrical and Upright
Cylindrical. The various fur types
range from the velvet Rex to the
very shiny Satin. The body profiles
are extremely varied in shape
and posing from tiny Compact
animals to massive Semi-arch and
hare-like Full Arch. You will be
able to compare all these quali-
ties through the American Rabbit
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This is a standard (meaning only one variety) Blue Holicer, the newest
recognized breed. They are Upright Cylindricals.

Breeders Association Standard
of Perfection. It describes and il-
lustrates the differences between
various breeds and how they are
judged. You will select breeding
stock by how they measure up to
the breed standard.

While many breeds have only
one variety (color) most have a
few and some have numerous.
Among all the categories are
exceptions. For example, Florida
Whites are a smaller, Compact
rabbit. Their size means they can-
not be used in a meat pen show, but
they are excellent home meat rab-
bits because they have a very high
yield due to extremely fine bones.

It is very unlikely you will pur-
chase stock that will immediately
give you Best In Shows. It will
usually take you a little time to
develop your herd to that level.
How shows work and breeding
strategies are subjects beyond the
scope of this article and we will
stick with how to select proper
breeding stock.

I would generally advise the
newcomer to stay away from both

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM

the very popular and the very rare.
Both will usually be expensive and
it will be hard to find extremely
high quality animals. However, 1
would err on the side of rare breeds
because it is very disheartening for
a new breeder to learn they have
purchased animals that are too low
quality to be competitive within
extremely popular breeds.

Once you have selected a breed
that you are interested in and have
a location and cages procured, it
is time to purchase stock. Most
sales are done at the rabbitry or at
shows. I have done both myself,
but for a new breeder the latter is
probably a better option. Many
breeders are unwilling to open
their rabbitries to the public for
security and/or biosecurity rea-
sons. If you do choose this route,
try to find out how the breeders
stock performs at shows. Some
breeders who were successful at
shows twenty years ago try to
use that success to sell their cur-
rent animals that are no longer
competitive. As with any group
of people, there is a percentage

Here is a Californian doe and her litter. This is a Commercial breed that
is very popular for meat pens.

that are dishonest, and though it
is thankfully small in the rabbit
world, it does still exist.

When selecting stock, look in
the animal’s ears for signs of ear
mites, at the eyes for matted fur,
at the teeth for proper alignment
(upper incisors in front of bottom
incisors), nostrils and front paws
for wet and matted fur (nasal
discharge), the paws for correct
number of toes and nails (four
and a dewclaw in front, four in
back; all must be the same color),
the vent for any signs of disease
(both testicles must be descended
in senior bucks) and the tail for
any bumps or bending (indicating
it is broken). A good breeder will
not object to these health checks,
if they do, steer clear from them.
All potential stock should appear
alert and healthy. Breeding age
females may attempt to hide and/
or be aggressive.

What exact qualities to look for
will depend on the breed. This is
where research comes in, but some
knowledge can only be acquired
hands-on. If you are at a show,

you should watch the breed being
judged and listen to the comments.
A breeder should not object to a
judge or registrar taking a look at
the rabbit, but be sure the latter
has the time. Handle the rabbits
carefully, which means with a firm
and gentle hand.

Pricing will depend heavily
on the breed. New breeders usu-
ally have an inaccurate estimation
one way or the other. In general,
a breeding animal will cost $100
to $250 depending on quality and
popularity of the breed. Very rare
and very popular breeds are often
expensive. Bucks are usually more
expensive than does.

Whether you are raising them
for meat, to show or for fun, rab-
bits have something to offer ev-
eryone. With breeds ranging from
under two to well over twenty
pounds, tiny ears, giant ears, vari-
ous shapes and numerous colors
and patterns, there is a rabbit breed
(or several) for everyone. Learn
what that breed is for you and
you can be part of the fascinating
world of rabbits.
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Wild Stallion
The Transformation

By Dal Houston

(Courtesy photo)

As I sit here writing this
month’s article, I truly feel di-
vinely-inspired.  honestly believe
today’s story may be one of the
most powerful [ have ever written.

Earlier this morning, I was
desperately trying to come up
with a topic. Mindlessly scrolling
through Instagram—whether for
inspiration or just to take my mind
off the task at hand—I came across
a video dis-cussing how much
more sensitive horses are to emo-
tions compared to humans. Oddly,
the moment I heard this, my mind
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traveled back to my 14-year-old
self, helping my grandfather.

Growing up around my grand-
father on the farm was quite an ex-
perience. First, I can say without a
doubt that he was the most colorful
character I have ever known. Sec-
ond, there was always something
exciting happening. As it applies
to today’s article, he always had
between 50 and 90 horses, and as
you can im-agine, there was rarely
a day without some high-intensity
excitement. LOL.

One of my grandfather’s horses

was a stallion he had originally
gotten from the desert in either
Arizona or Nevada. And this horse
was everything you would expect
from a wild one. Because of his
aggressiveness, my grandfather
kept him in a special pen that
required two gates to be opened
at the same time for water and
exercise.

While feeding and watering
this horse, he would run, bare his
teeth, and bite at you, the fence,
or any-thing in his way. He would
charge at the gate, try to kick you,

and if he ever got the chance, I
have no doubt he would have
run you over. I can’t tell you how
many times I had to jump onto
the fence to get out of his way.
When he ran to the far side of the
pen, he would rear up and make
the deepest, most guttural sounds
I had ever heard from a horse. |
don’t mean to sound dramatic, but
if anything was ever possessed...
it was this horse.

As ayoung boy going with my
grandfather, [ was always anxious
when it came time to feed this stal-
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lion. And while my grandfather
didn’t know the meaning of the
word “cautious,” I could always
sense a more serious tone in him
when he was around this horse.

Later, as I got older and Gran-
dad asked me to feed him, I still
remember the lump in my throat
and the anxiousness in my stom-
ach—wondering to myself if this
might be my last day on earth.

To the best of my memory,
when I was about 14, Grandad had
to go to the hospital for a couple
of weeks, and it fell on me to take
care of this horse. For the first
couple of days, things went just as
I had expected—the same biting,
rearing, and attempts to put me on
the fence.

However, around the third day,
I began to notice a change in him.
A calmness I had never seen be-
fore started to emerge. With each
passing day, I watched as a new
horse transformed before my eyes.
By the end of the second week, the

AND

lunges, kicks, and demonic gut-
tural noises were gone. Slowly, I
built up the courage to touch and
then pet him—always ready to
jump back in case it was all a trick.

After Grandad returned, the
old horse never went back to his
former, possessed self. A few ad-
ditional weeks of working with
him, and I even put a saddle on
him and rode him a little.

Now, please understand—
while I train a few horses each
year, I am not, nor do I claim to
be, a professional horse trainer.
To this day, I have no idea what I
did—or didn’t do—that led to this
horse’s trans-formation.

Before you think this is just
another interesting horse story, let
me tell you—there is something
much more profound happening
here.

In most cases, training a horse
involves intentionally shaping its
behavior—teaching it to do or not
do something. But in this case,
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there was no training on my part.
There was just a transformation.
I didn’t impart anything to this
horse. Which means that these
traits—the ability to be calm,
trusting, and even gentle—were
already inside him, just waiting for
an opportunity to emerge.

I’m not necessarily compar-
ing horses to people—without a
doubt, humans are far more com-
plex—but I have no doubt that if a
completely different personality or
set of traits can exist deep within
a horse, then the same must be
true for us.

The obvious question is: What
can we do to bring those hidden
traits out? And the answer, just
like with this stallion, is—I’m not
quite sure.

But here’s the good news:
We’re not horses. Unlike them, we
have the ability to think rationally,
to ex-amine our thoughts, actions,
and behaviors. And what’s truly
powerful is the idea that, deep

within each of us, there may be
something greater—something
beyond what we are now, beyond
what we could even dream of
being.

This might sound like just
another wild horse story, but it’s
meant to be much more. It may
sound crazy, but I truly believe
that every person—no matter
how broken, reviled, or seemingly
lost—has within them the capacity
for goodness, strength, and love.
These traits may be buried deep,
waiting for the right moment to
reveal themselves.

We can only have faith in the
mysteries of life and hope that, just
like this old stallion, those hidden
parts of ourselves will one day
come to the surface.

Please Note: Check out video
on this article on Instagram: @
Dal Houston, YouTube: @theec-
centriccowboy, Facebook: Dal
Houston, and www.dalhouston.
com.{y;
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We offer a full line of
ranch management accessories.
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Sooner Scale, Inc.
Any Animal « Any Load - Everytime! Events
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truck scales and
Livestock scales.

SSI also provides
service on all
makes and types
of scales.

We also design and build custom units to meet specific application needs.
www.soonersscale.com
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Have a large feeding operation?

Livestock feeders and accessories to meet
all your feeding needs.
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A few years ago, my friend
Harold invited me to go camp-
ing with him at Caprock Canyon
State Park. We planned to take our
horses and ride the trails through
this rugged part of Texas. He as-
sured me that all I needed to bring
was warm clothes, food, and a
sleeping bag—he’d handle eve-
rything else.

When we arrived, I quickly
discovered that Harold’s idea of
a “horse” was actually a mule. |
decid-ed to stick with a real horse.
As we set up camp, I wanted to get
the tent up before dark. Turns out,
Harold’s definition of a tent wasn’t
what I had in mind.

A “Harold tent” consists of
PVC pipes stuck into the bed rails
of a pickup, bent over to form an
arch, and covered with a tarp—es-
sentially a covered wagon in the
back of a truck. Not exactly what
I was expecting, but it would have
to do.

That evening, we got a camp-
fire going and were enjoying
the crisp fall air when I noticed
a raccoon snooping around the
picnic table. Before I could react,
the little bandit grabbed an entire
loaf of bread and took off. Just
like that, we had sandwiches with
no bread.

I rolled out my sleeping bag
in the back of the truck, only to
realize that ribbed truck beds are
far worse to sleep on than plain
old ground. I finally drifted off,
but in the middle of the night, I
woke up to something crawling
into the truck bed.

The raccoon was back - appar-
ently looking for something to go
with his stolen bread. I hollered
and yelled to scare him off, but
Harold never even rolled over.
He slept right through it. The
next morning, he accused me of
having a bad dream. I told him he
should be thanking me for saving
him from getting worked over by

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM
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Redneck Camping with Harold

By Alec Haigood

Until you've camped redneck-style, you haven't really been camping. (Courtesy photo)

a raccoon.
I tried to go back to sleep, but
the smell of bacon frying over
the fire got my attention. I peeked
out from my “tent on wheels” and
saw Harold standing there in ared
union suit, boots, and a cowboy
hat, cooking breakfast. That is a
mental image no one should have
to wake up to. Suddenly, break-
fast wasn’t as appealing.
Thankfully, by the time we
saddled up for our first ride, Har-
old had found his Wranglers.
Caprock Canyon is a breath-
taking place - red canyon walls,
golden cottonwoods, and plenty
of wildlife. The Little Red River,

which runs through the bottom of
the canyon, was mostly dry, and
the trail crossed the creek bed
several times. We got into the habit
of running our horses (sorry, horse
and mule) down the banks and up
the other side.

We did this over and over until,
on one particular crossing, my
horse spooked at something as
we came up the far bank. Before
I knew it, I was airborne. I hit the
ground hard - hard enough to make
me nauseous. And where was Har-
old? Right there, camera in hand,
capturing the moment.

He laughed so hard he could
barely breathe and even put up

a marker at the spot, naming it
Hai-good’s Landing. If it hasn’t
been replaced by an official Texas
Historical Marker by now, I’d be
sur-prised.

I was so sore for the next few
days I could barely move, but
I didn’t miss a single ride. And
funny enough, after that fall, the
ribs in the truck bed didn’t seem to
bother me as much. I like to think
my back problems today trace
right back to Haigood’s Landing.

These days, most people think
of camping as taking an RV to
a park, but until you’ve done it
red-neck style, you haven’t really
been camping.
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of harnessing one horsepower.

When you purchase land for recreational purposes, you're giving yourself theTthance to grow closer

“to your family and friends. Together, you can go horseback riding, hunting, fishing, off-roading or
simply just get away. This opportunity isn't just for farmers and ranchers, either. It's for anyone who
deserves this time and this space. And we'll work hard to make sure-you get it. As one of the only
lenders in Texas who specializes in recreational land loans, we know how to put together a solution
that works for you. Giddy-up.

X CAPITAL
FARM CREDIT opEio
BOWIE ﬁgﬁ:ﬂ.{

Together we're better 940.872.3150

CapitalFarmCredit.com NMLS493828
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The North Texas Hill Country

Ask any native Texan for di-
rections to the Hill Country of
North Texas, and you might get
somewhat of a puzzling look. For-
tunately, despite living in the age
of social media and cyber world
touring websites, the North Texas
Hill Country has remained one of
our best kept secrets. At least so
far that is.

Nestled along the Red River
just east of Gainesville and con-
tinuing thru to Nocona, lies a
stretch of Texas topography unlike
any other. Well, except maybe
that little stretch of country just
west of Austin in and around

Fredricksburg. Which sadly has
lost its innocence and has become
a smaller version of “Grownup
Disneyland.”

I urge you to load up take a
weekend drive this spring and
enjoy the beauty and magic of
The North Texas Hill Country.
Feast on great foods and enjoy
spectacular views while sipping
on award- winning Texas wine.
And best of, “The Hills are alive
with the Sound of Music.” Not the
movie, but real Texas style music.

Be sure and check out the mu-
sic schedule at 4R Ranch just north

of St. Jo, and I'll see you there. g

f

Listen to Dave Alexander’s Radio Show,
Big Texas Country
and Western Swing Show
www.davealexander.com
4/3  Firelight Winery, Valley View

4/11 Oak Meadow RanchVatley View

4/17 Firelight Winery, Valley View
4/19 4R Winery, Muenster

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM

Fortunately, despite living in the
age of social media and cyber
world-touring websites, the North
Texas Hill Country has remained
one of our best kept secrets. At
least so far, that is.

(Photos provided by Dave
Alexander)
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Farm Dogs & Table Scraps
What’s Safe and What’s Not?

By Ann Asher

If you've got a farm dog, or any dog, really, you need to know what items can be toxic to them. (Courtesy photo)

Growing up on a farm, our
dogs were tough. They roamed
the pastures, slept under the barn,
and ate just about anything they
could get their paws on—whether
we meant for them to or not. I'll
admit, I never thought twice when
one of our old cow dogs snatched a
biscuit off the table or licked up a
spill from the barn floor. I’ve even
seen a dog steal a whole rib bone
off a plate and trot off like he’d
won the lottery. And somehow,
they always seemed fine.

But here’s the thing—just be-
cause they survived doesn’t mean
it was safe. For every farm dog
that lucked out, there’s another
that wasn’t so fortunate. Some hu-
man foods can be downright toxic
to dogs, and a little bit of bad luck
(or a smaller, more sensitive dog)
can turn a harmless snack into an
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emergency.

Common toxic foods lying

around the farmhouse

If you’ve got a farm dog—or
any dog, really—you need to be
aware of the dangers lurking in
everyday foods. Some of the big-
gest culprits include:

Chocolate — The darker it is, the
worse it is. Even a little can cause
vomiting, seizures, or worse.

Grapes & Raisins — No one’s
exactly sure why, but they can
cause kidney failure fast.

Onions & Garlic — In large
enough amounts, these can destroy
red blood cells, leading to anemia.

Xylitol (Found in Sugar-Free
Gum & Candy) — This artificial
sweetener can send a dog’s blood
sugar crashing and cause liver
failure.

Alcohol — Even small amounts

can be deadly to dogs, affecting
their nervous system much more
than it does ours.

Bones from Cooked Meat —
While not necessarily toxic, they
can splinter and cause serious
internal injuries.

Macadamia Nuts — These can
lead to weakness, vomiting, and
even paralysis in dogs.

What to do if your dog eats
something toxic

First, don’t panic—but don’t
ignore it either. If you know your
dog ate something dangerous,
call your vet immediately. They
can tell you whether to induce
vomiting or if it’s something that
requires urgent care. If it’s after
hours, contact the ASPCA Animal
Poison Control Center (888-426-
4435) or the Pet Poison Helpline
(855-764-7661).

Prevention is always the best
medicine, so keep toxic foods out
of reach. That might mean keeping
the trash can secured, making sure
kids don’t slip the dog a treat under
the table, or just being more mind-
ful of what’s left on the counter.

Our farm dogs might have
been lucky, but luck isn’t a great
strategy when it comes to their
health. A little awareness goes a
long way in making sure they stay
happy, healthy, and ready for the
next day’s work.

For more information
ASPCA Animal Poison Control:
www.aspca.org/pet-care/animal-
poison-control

Pet Poison Helpline: www.

petpoisofihelpline.com

Visit www.akc.org/expert-
advice/nutrition/foods-your-dog-
should-ngver-eat {9 |
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215.18 ACRES | WICHITA COUNTY 2
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SIMS FARM

Located west of Burkburnett and noth of lowa Park on the south and east side
of FM 368. The property consists of approximately 145 acres of farmland with
the balance being native mesquite pasture. The topography is level to sloping
southeast. Amenities includes a stock pond and barbed wire perimeter fence.
No minerals are owned.

MATASKA RANCH $3,950/Ac
Located 11 miles north of Henrietta, corner of N. Oliver and Mathews Rd. Good
balance of open pasture and wooded land, 65 acre Klein grass field, 21 acre
cultivated field, 64 acres of wooded native pasture, level to rolling fopography,
several high points offering impressive views or build sites, 2 stock ponds, one
stocked bass, livestock pens, water well, electricity meter, fenced, cross fenced,
wiling to divide with a 50 acres minimum. great all around ranch offering endless
uses.

300.14 ACRES | WICHITA COUNTY

EDSEL FARM $3,100/Ac
The Edsel Farm is located less than a half mile north of US HWY 287. Excellent
access with frontage on Huntington, Kiel and Wellington Lane. The land consists
of 300.139 total acres, 165 acres is tillable farmland, balance being moderate to
heavily wooded native pasture. There are partial cross fences, boundary is fenced
in average condition. Surface water consist of three ponds, seasonal creek and
East Fork Pond Creek, partial floodplain. Electricity and water appear available
along Huntington and Kiel.

-
[l 63.09 ACRES | ARCHER COUNTY

™

BEAR DOG RANCH $6,736/Ac

Located just east of Holliday, 10 minutes west of Wichita Falls. Turnkey hunting
and recreational property with proven wildlife, or could be an ideal spot to build
your dream home. The land is all wooded with mesquite, scattered cleared areas,
level topography, one stock pond, fenced boundary, good interior road system,
furnished cabin, deer blinds and feeders convey. Water available along frontage.
One oil well along the west boundary, the seller does not own any minerals.

470.76 ACRES | WICHITA COUNTY

WILDHORSE CREEK RANCH $1,675/Ac

Reasonably priced combination ranch located 10 minutes west of Burkburnett,
2 miles south of the Red River. Asphalt road frontage on 3 sides, native pasture
with moderate to heavy coverage of mesquite, scattered cleared areas, 61 acres
of cultivation, Wildhorse Creek extends through the property, along with other
seasonal creeks, rolling topography, 2 stock ponds, good hunting, electricity
available. Oil production is on the property, the seller does not own any minerals.
Owner Finance Available.

TURNER COUNTRY PROPERTIES

AVAILABLE LISTINGS
Covey Ranch — 100 Acres — Jack Co - $8,250/Acre
Three Way Ranch House — 57 Acres — Archer Co - $989,000
Alexander Ranch — 254.2 Acres — Wichita Co - $4,000/Acre
Old Man Place — 78.88 Acres — Clay Co - $4,760/Acre
Brixey Ranch — 119.39 Acres — Clay Co - $4,900/Acre
Maag Tract 3 — 19.45 Acres — Archer Co - $8,483/Acre
Maag Tract 4 — 19.32 Acres — Archer Co - $8,540/Acre
Decker Farms — 5.03 Acres — Archer Co - $75,000
MORE DETAILS AVAILABLE AT

TURNERCOUNTRYPROPERTIES.COM
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Don’t Hunt Where You Cook

I was about 13 years old, my
sister 11 and my little brother nine
or so. We lived in a small two-
story home, typical small family
farm and country living you would
expect from such. The stair case
started near the dining area next to
the doorway to the kitchen.

At the top of the stair case was
a landing with a window that al-
lowed you to see across the farm.
About 275 yards from the window,
across the creek was a deer feeder
in a small clearing. You could sit
up there and see deer coming and
going most any day.

One cold evening, as my mom
was cooking dinner, my siblings
and I finished up homework and
began setting the table. My dad
had decided he was going to go
hunting. But not in the deer stand;
it was too cold for that, so he got
himself a chair and sat right up
there on that landing at the edge
of the stairs.

The television was going, my
sister and brother were at the table
bickering at each other and Mom
was yelling at us to stop fighting.
It was a typical night really, noth-
ing special. After all, we were all
in the house, a place of security
and comfort.

Mom was a great cook and had
a way of making regular every-
day food taste just the best, even
Hamburger Helper, which was on
the menu this evening. Every now
and then I would holler up to Dad
asking if he was seeing anything.
“No, nothing yet,” he’d say.

We rocked on, a typical eve-
ning in the Anderson household.
My sister was setting the plates,
my brother was placing the butter,
bread and other condiments on the
table and I was placing silverware
on the table along with napkins.
Mom announced dinner was ready
as we were beginning to take our
places.
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By Andy Anderson

(Courtesy photo)

Mom confirmed with Dad that
he knew dinner was about ready.
He acknowledged and said he
would be right down.

It was beginning to get late,
with just enough light outside to
faintly see the feeder. Mom was
getting ready to bring the skillet of
food out and Dad could be heard
putting his stuff away preparing to
come down and eat.

We sat at a small round kitchen
table, my sister on my left, my
little brother on the right. My
brother had just got a slice of bread
and was putting butter on it. Mom
announced dinner was coming out.
As she was rounding the corner
of the doorway carrying a pip-
ing hot iron skillet of Hamburger
Helper...BOOM!

Without warning, Dad had fired
a shot. The skillet of Hamburger
Helper went flying, my brother

slung his buttered bread across the
room and the knife went behind
him. My sister and I tried to take
cover and protect ourselves from
the flying Hamburger Helper.

As the initial shock set in there
was an eerie moment of silence,
and for just a fleeting second, we
all just remained still in disbelief
of what just happened. Mom was
standing there, mouth open, iron
skillet still in hand, Hamburger
Helper dripping from the pan onto
the floor and table. We kids just
stared at mom at what she would
do next; our ears were ringing.
My dad screamed out, breaking
the silence “I got ‘em!”

My mom said a few choice
words as she turned around to
head back to the kitchen. Ham-
burger Helper was falling from the
ceiling, and down the walls. As |
looked around, Dad was hurry-

ing down the stairs, clearly filled
with an excitement not shared by
everyone else. As he stood at the
foot of the stairs taking it all in,
Mom was in the kitchen sharing
her opinion of his actions in a loud,
colorful way that was filled with
lots of adjectives.

Dad looked around and asked
what happened. No sooner than
the words left his mouth, Mom
came out of the kitchen with her
wooden spoon in hand pointing it
right at him with absolute author-
ity. As she lit into him, I noticed
my brother’s buttered bread stuck
firmly on the wall and the knife on
the other side of the room leaning
perfectly from the floor to the
wall, as if it were placed there
intentionally.

Dad said he didn’t have time to
let us know he was about to shoot
as the deer was moving fast across
the field. After a few minutes of
apologizing, Dad instructed me to
get my things to help him recover
the deer. Mom asked my brother
and sister to start cleaning things
up. No one dared argued or said a
word; we just moved quietly into
action as instructed.

As Dad and I loaded up in the
truck to get the deer, he was pretty
quiet. We retrieved the deer and
discussed the amazing shot he
made, avoiding his mistake and
the pending wrath of my mom.

I think it was good for us to be
out and away for a short time. As
I entered the house, the smell of
Hamburger Helper still lingered
in the air. Mom had calmed down,
prepared a new dinner and as we
were all sitting around the table
preparing to eat, my sister let out
a snicker that erupted into full-on
belly laughter by everyone.

Everyone learned a valuable
lesson that night. Don’t hunt
where you cook. If you do, ya had
best let the cook know! ®
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Mexican Sunflower Showing Out Now

By Norman Winter | Hortic

ulturist, Author, Speaker

Fiesta del Sol Mexican sunflowers bloom at the entrance to The Garden Guy’s home. (Photos courtesy of Norman Winter)

Flaming orange flowers al-
ways catch my eye and the old-
fashioned Mexican sunflower is
still one of the best. They will
probably catch your eye as well
wherever you see them in North
Texas or Oklahoma. There needs
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to be a revival with this plant, and
you can help light the fire with a
pack or two of seeds.

I belong to some Facebook
groups dedicated to butterflies
and pollinators and it appears the
Mexican sunflowers are bringing

them in across the country. It re-
ally did my heart good to see so
many people growing this flower
that I have not even hardly thought
about since Fiesta del Sol was cho-
sen as an All-America Selections
winner in 2000, 25 years ago.

The Mexican Sunflower is
known botanically as Tithonia
rotundifolia and is indeed from
Mexico and South America. Fiesta
del Sol is a truly compact version
that did very well in our trials with
Mississippi State University and at
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my home too. At Mississippi State
we had it planted with the Mexican
bush sage, Salvia leucantha and
the large African marigolds which
are really from Mexico too.

So, after I started watching
the reports and photos with but-
terflies, I decided to scope out
plants and see how the pollinators
in Georgia liked them. It seems
just about almost every species
of butterflies love this flower as
do bees and hummingbirds. No
doubt farms and ranches in Texas
and Oklahoma always need more
pollinators and added beauty too.

I like the combinations I have
been seeing as well. There were
partnerships with the icy blue
Evolvulus flowers and others with
the native mistflowers, Conoclin-
ium greggii, which is also a but-
terfly magnet and native to Texas.
I promise if you have success with
the old-fashioned tall zinnia, you
will find success with the Mexican
sunflower or Tithonia.

It seems they are not as preva-
lent at the garden center as they
used to-be but I mentioned seeds
and those are always there, which
means we can sow them much
like a zinnia. Do plan on giving
your finished transplants plenty
of room. Crowded conditions with
poor air circulation usually-leads
to unhappiness, much like it does
with every other plant.

As mentioned, Fiesta del Sol
will reach 2 to 3 feet tall. Torch
is a 6-foot plus monster that I still
love. It’s fun shooting photos of
butterflies looking up to flowers on
plants taller than you. Sundance
is a beautiful variety in name and
color and is touted as reaching 4
feet tall. Most gardeners, while
they say they love it will also say
it too, gets much taller. Goldfinger
is reported as compact as is a stun-
ning mix called Arcadian Blend.

Your garden center will most
likely have a variety of them for
planting this spring. Prepare beds
by incorporating 3 to 4-inches of
organic matter and 2 pounds of a
slow release 12-6-6 fertilizer per
100 square feet of bed space. Di-
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This Ruby-throated hummingbird has placed the Mexican sunflower high on the menu.

rect-seed or set out transplants that
have little to no color showing.
Thin the seedlings to the cor-
rect spacing as recommended
for your variety for the vigorous
growth that is about to occur. The
largest ones I have been watching
are 3 to 4 feet wide so you may
really want a little wider spacing.
Mulch when the seedlings are
large enough, or after setting out
transplants. Side-dress the young

plants in six to eight weeks with
light applications of fertilizer.

The Mexican sunflower looks
like the quintessential North Texas
cottage garden flower especially
when partnered with blue salvias
and zinnias. The Fiesta del Sol va-
riety would also excel artistically
as the thriller plant in designer
mixed containers.

Whether you choose a named
variety or go generic you can

expect Monarchs, Swallowtails,
Sulphurs and even the intricate
Hairstreaks. You will also have
hummingbirds that will make the
garden a spectacle of nature. You
will be asking yourself how you
could have ever forgotten this
beloved flower.

Follow me on my Facebook
page, @NormanWinterTheGar-
denGuy for more photos and
garden inspiration.
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SERVICES

CALL 940-372-5922 TO PLACE YOURS

CHAD SERVICES

* Fencing * Rock Drilling
» Skid Steer * Welding
* Post Driving * Custom Entryways
Foundation Pier Drilling

ROLL OFF SOLUTIONS

940-531-8150
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M&M Traller Service, LLC

Authorized dealer for Shelby Trailer Flooring

wAllemnative to Wood!

»Standing X-Lug Cleated Pattern

e Customn Cut lo Length
oWill NEVER Rot
»100% Recycled Material

These boerds

TRAILER FLOORING

580-658-6510

166494 Heffington Rd., Marlow, OK

Call When Quality Counts!

940-627-6868

-, FM 51 South (5 miles south of Decatur), §

BUDGET

Septic
System INC.

Reynolds Family Business
Roy & Cindy

QUALITY BUILT IN TEXAS

ALL OF NORTH TEXAS

940-247-2526 (office)
817-366-7990 (cell)

lenroydonbuilders@gmail.com
www.Irbuild.com

ﬂllllﬁllﬂ & Repairs  FREE Estimates

940.133.8809

Oscor Aerial Sprayiing
940-704-9682

Wieros = Barusm = Cacrus = WAt
Liguits/Dey Arrucarnon
Carrie Pernriineg

Hoa/Covore EnapicaTionN

BEAVERS

DOZER & LAND MANAGEMENT LLC

YR IE Y

Dams + Skid Steer/Forest Mulching « Fill Dirt
Fence Line Clearing » Brush Clearing - Grubbing
House Pads » Roads » Pond Clean Out » Recreation Lakes
Wildlife & Land Improvements * Prescribed Burning
Prescribed Burn Planning * Fire Line Construction
Wildlife Food Plots » Wildfire Structure Protection Plan
Licensed Texas Certified Prescribed Burn Manager
(insured & bonded)

sebeavers @earthlink.net
WWW.BEAVERSDOZERSERVICE.COM

Detr Suitveys « Lowa Line Wosk
Anvanctp Huucorrven TaaiNniyG
| BENSON

&
HOUSTON

A Professional Limited Liability Company
Founded by C. 1. Maunel - 1898
Dal Houston | Attorney
615 Barnes | PO Box 488
Alva, Oklahoma 73717 (USA)
580.327.1197 | 580.327.1199 (Fax)

dal@bensonhouston.com

W “Sgeccalizesia™ .
BEGHE&TIG“:’H lﬂKES, 'r‘s.‘.'as

nlrt SGrvIca sucmm

Mike Otto - 940-736-5333
Michael Haralson - 940-531-8893
www.oltosdirtservice.com
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www.affordablefencing.net
www.lrbuild.com
www.earthlink.net
www.beaversdozerservice.com
www.ottosdirtservice.com

CLASSIFIEDS

CALL 940-872-5922 TO PLACE YOURS

FOR LEASE

FOR LEASE-Grandfield Oklahoma annual or
seasonal leases, all game three tracts 400 acres
cultivated and pasture: trophy deer, duck, geese,
dove, quail, sandhill crane, hogs. Call Justin
05pd

817-913-4783.

FOR SALE

FOR SALE-Good coastal hay fertilized small
square and 5x6 round bales. Crumpler Brothers
Hay. Don, 940-867-2826, Craig, 940-867-
2826. 05pd

FOR SALE-Bulk certified cleaned seed
wheat (SY Tazoe, Bob Dole, AP Prolific,
AP Roadrunner) Muleshoe Ag Service in
Henrietta, TX. Jimmy 940-733-8861. 11pd

FOR SALE-4x5 round bales. $70 each. Call
940-627-2638. 05pd

SWINT!CHAROLAIS

Josh Swint |
940-841-0180

ROUOMALIC.COM

IT"SITHE ONEl 7 ® S PICKITOILICK!

LIQUIVL’EEED

Dalton and Madison King
940-210-2068 « 940-736-7509 | Whitehoro, TX
Serving North Tx & Southern 0K
Urea Free, All Natural

Where REAL Cattlemen Shop

HUGE SELECTION OF CATTLE
EQUIPMENT AND HAY
TRAILERS — GoBob is the Largest
Independent Cattle Equipement
Dealer in America with top brands
like: Arrowquip, Pearson, Cowco,
Lakeside, Cattle Flow and Red
Rhino. CALL TODAY! 1-844-
284-4208 or check us out online at
GoBobRanch.com .

WWW.N"II'FRG'N'I:I'NE-.GG'M—I

777 CHAROLAIS RANCH - Bulls for sale

Large selection of Commander bloodline.
Also large round hay bales for sale.

Call Jim Lemons 580-276-8052 or

Bud Lemons 580-276-7534,

REAL ESTATE

ESTATE BUY OUT-quick cash for real
estate antiques, equipment and livestock. We
pay closing costs. Call Josh 940-841-0180 or
Sue Swint 940-841-2328.

tfc

5189 CARPENTER ROAD, NOCONA
TX-Situated only minutes from popular Lake
Nocona - this 84 acre ranch house sits on
a hill nestled in mature post oak trees with
great views. Property is cross fenced for attle
grazing with ponds located in each pasture.
This 4-bedroom, 2 bath home has been well
maintained since construction. Property has
access on two sides. Lots of wildlife. Attached
to the home is a heated and cooled sun porch
that’s perfect for relaxing and entertaining.
Red River Realty, 301 W Hwy. 82, Nocona,
TX 76255, 940-825-7000. Broker, Don Miller,
License #0236855. Visit www.REDRIVER-
REALTY.COM today for full listings available.

AL SALINAS FENCING-all types of
fencing, braces, gates, cattle guards, livestock
shelters, carports, pre-made braces, Apollo
Gate Openers. 940-577-0878. alsalinasfencing.
com. 05cts

BUYING-horses, ponies, sheep, cattle, goats,
all classes of livestock, flatbeds and semi
trailers. Also guns. Call or text 940-224-1470.
Pay cash.

800 E. Olive, Holliday, TX 76366
Lar g mipe zape of all your frdlier, sprying and foming nesds
. Fertilizer Sales and Application
. Herbicide/Pesticide Sales and Application
. Custom Farming (Plowing/Sowing/Hay Baling/etc)

WE BUY USED WINDMILLS-in any
condition. We also have new and used parts
available.Give us a call, 940-894-3172.

pd
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www.gobobranch.com
www.rumalic.com
www.realty.com
www.ntfronline.com

PARTING SHOT

Bright Lights, Bigger Hearts

By Jelly McClellan

Amid the dusty barn lights, the purple ribbons handed to the judges by the ribbon girls
actively glisten and catch eyes as they run back and forth, adding a touch of exhilarating
warmth to the atmosphere.

From goats to rabbits, to dogs with wagging tails, pigs strutting, and beyond, the Heart
of a Champion Livestock Show is one of the best community gathering events of the Wise
County Youth Fair.
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A COMPLETE LINE OF QUALITY FEEDS

WAN DEPEND ON

“~
'

4 l. :

\ 1] 19D
. .
Find a dealer near you, www.bryantgrain.com

ARCHER PARKER
Holliday Feed Aledo Feed & Supply erend Brothers
Horseman'’s Supply

L
|

< el CLAY Pilgrim Farm & Ranch
x I 4-Corners Grocery & Station Rhodes & Sons Hay & Feed WISE
< COOKE NRS-Springtown NRS-Decatur
u Smith Feed Store Teskey's NRS-Bridgeport
_ aded 00
= Krum Farm & Feed Supply TARRANT
Pondet Feed Alejandro Feed Store YOUNG
= Johnson Feed - Lewisville Meza & Sons JEKTeed & Seea
Pilot Point Feed Jimenez Western Wear Berend Brothers
h Discount Feed & More
z JACK Handley Feed Store
= H Brand Feed Crossroads Drive-In
= = Red Barn Feed
MONTAGUE Turkey Mountain st
= Berend Brothers Marshall Grain - @
z c Saint Jo Farm & Ranch P CRAMANCE MINEARLS " R

ryant

»~Grain Company. inc. 300 N Front St. « Aledo, TX 76008 - 800-441-9782 - info@bryantgrain.com

&



www.bryantgrain.com

23T NORDIS

FARM & RANCH REALTY,LLC

Weatherford ™ [$7 700, 000 | 220 Ac.
Bobby Norris (817) 291-0759

8145 FM 390E = ~ 11652 E Rocky Cree
Brenhem, TX | $3,400,000 | 98.13 Ac. Crowley, TX | $2,950,000 | 51.51 Ac.
Bobby Norris (817) 291-0759 Bobby Norris (817) 291-0759

b R

941 FM 1048

Weatherford X f 52,250 000 | 5l 51Ac’ Rosebud, TX | $164,999 | 10.30 Ac.
Bobby Norris (817) 291-0759 Kelley Tammen (512) 876-0470

A

iy Bobby " Russel Jennifer Bobby  sara H. Fielding Gina vt Kelly i
et s, Norris Webb Barefoot Bowden Brazelton Chandler Marx Tammen  Goldthwaite
= & -.'lfs”. (817) 291- 0?59 (817) 233-7100 (214) 923-1030 (817) 694-6551 (214)213-4210 (817) 291-8719 (817) 312-5845 (512) 876-0470 (817) 266-5501 %

~ —’

5240 Camp Bowie Blvd, Fort Worth, TX76107 | Office: (817) 626-2000 | www.BobbyNorris.com



www.bobbynorris.com

