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PROUDLY FEATURING ARTWORK RANGING FROM TRADITIONAL WESTERN OIL PAINTINGS, TO
CONTEMPORARY SCULPTURE AND FURNITURE, TO PHOTOGRAPHY AND PLEIN-AIR LANDSCAPES.

LOCATED ON THE HISTORIC TOWN SQUARE IN DOWNTOWN SAINT JO, TX
108 S. Main Street | 940.995.2786 | sjmainstreetgallery.com

Ei/themainstreetgallery @& @davisblevinsgallery @ info@sjmainstreetgallery.com
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Red River Realty

940-825-7000 |
301 WHWY 82, NOCONA, TX 76255 | BROKER, DON MILLER, LICENSE 0236855

TBD THOMPSON RD - SAINT JO, TEXAS

This beautiful 10 acre tract sits just a few miles west of Saint Jo. Beautiful trees, creeks,
new fencing installed, new gravel road, new overhead entry way and MULTIPLE building
sites to choose from!

TBD WHITE PRIDDY RD - NOCONA, TEXAS
Sitting on 15 acres this lot is an ideal size for buidldng your new home or bamdo
Located just 6 miles from downtown Nocona

135 W HURON CIRCLE - NOCONA, TEXAS

3BD|2BTH - 179 ACRES

Appealing newly constructed home with open floor concept, beautiful luxury plank
flooring throughout, granite countertops, generator backup, and many more >
features. Nestled among the mature oak trees encompassing just over 179 acres I
This home sits among 5 acres located in Nocona Hills which provides access to the

public water supply. The remaining 173 acres is directly north connected on the

north side of the home. This property provides fantastic hunting opportunities for a

wide variety of wild game, including whitetail, turkey and pigs.

TBD COBB HOLLOW RD - SAINT, JO TX

11 plus or minus acres located just North of popular Saint Jo, TX. Only minutes
from downtown and the local wineries. Plenty of hardwoods for wildlife and
privacy for building your weekend home or permanent residence. Great hunting
and beautiful views! 22 acres available
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AND SUPPLIES

23/827/1831/241/2+51/2+7

DoME CAPS & SPRINGS
SQUARE & RECTANGLE TUBING
ALL TYPES OF STEEL

C-Purlin

SpooLs oF CABLE
ANY LENGTHS FOR FENCING

RouND BALE RINGS -FEED TROUGHS
CATTLE GUARDS - CREEP FEEDERS
TRAILER PARTS & SuPPLIES - NEW SUCKER Robs

FLUSCHE ENTERPRISES INC. .

940-759-2203 - SINCE 1942 - MUENSTER, TEXAS

FEl@ NTIN.NET . FLUSCHEENTERPRISES .COM]

AUTHORIZED

DEALER

o YEAR

STRUCTURA
WARRANTY

2 YEAR

HFETIME |

truc l f or a wide range .,uf fdrm and ranch jobs.

We offer a full line of
ranch management accessories.

Sold Locally By:

Flusche Enterprises
Muenster, TX - 940-759-2203
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205 S “A” STREET
DAVIS, OK 73030

A1

FEEDS 508.369.2354
otillwater-Milling Company

Call for commodlty and -
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Reanna Santos, the Miss
Rodeo North Texas Fair poses
in her crown, sash, and chaps.
(Photo provided by the North
Texas Fair and Rodeo)

NORTH TEx Ag f,

Miss Rodeo
North Texqs Fair
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letter from the editor

Hello readers, and
welcome to the January
edition of the North
Texas Farm & Ranch
magazine! The new
year is a time of fresh
starts, resolutions, and
it just carries an air of
excitement.

In this edition, we meet
the rodeo queen and her
court that represents the
North Texas Fair and
Rodeo. It has been a
long-standing tradition
of this magazine to cover
the Miss North Texas
Fair, and I am proud to
continue the tradition
with Miss Reanna
Santos.

i ..t
e e
|

Also in this edition is a new piece on women in the outdoors, an
exploration into damages caused by feral hogs, and many excellent
insights from our regular contributing writers.

I hope you start your new year off strong with us, and as always,
follow along on Instagram, Facebook, and X, and subscribe to our
weekly inbox to ensure you don’t miss a thing.

Happy New Year!

Olasder
Hannah Claxton, Editor
editor@ntfronline.com
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AND COWBOY OUTFITTERS g
World’s Largest Western Wear Outlet Store
Monday-Saturday | 9AM-6PM

For the BEST prices around on these GREAT brands
& more... Visit our 3 stores in Justin!!!

Decatur

You can also find us online at: www.justindiscountboots.com|
or visit us on Facebook & Instagram

Ft. Worth Dallas
101 N. Hwy 156 H}

Justin, TX 76247 ANDERSON BEAN

) Wrang Ier .
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www.justindiscountboots.com
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GRAVELY|

wate

% — Made in Billion, Wisconsin « WWW.gravely.com
i Figcher’s

GERMAN SAUSAGE, HAM, BACON, GROCERIES

TURN NORTH AT RED LIGHT

Old World
Meat Products

* 30 Varieties
of Sausage
* Cheeses
¢ Custom Cut Meats

* Federal Inspected

Processing
304 N. Main, Muenster
(940) 759-4211 | |
Mon-Sat 6 am - 7 pm ® Wholesale/Retail TRACTOR & IMP @
m.ﬁsnhemmatm:katmmj Wichita Falls, TX » 940-541-2650 » [www.viethiracior.com

4 miles South of Wichita Falls on 281

Sullivan Show Supplies available at
Berend Bros. wichita Falls

B4 PURINA ) § O

WIND:RAIN 2 nNe —E=
CATTLE MINERAL f & SULLIVAN

M G, e - SUPPLY

14

All Season Complete
Buildi Better Cattle® Catt!e Minerals with : ) :
uuamg bevter cattle Altosid for Fly Control With The SHOWMAN in Mind

Bowie
Windthorst
Wichita Falls
Olney

www.Berendbros.
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SOCIALIZING

FACEBOOK WALL

North Texas Farm & Ranch Y
) November 19 at 8:06PM - &

Emma handed off her title on Saturday. We can't wait to see what the next young
ladies achieve! Thank you, Emma!

Both of these photos are submissions from columnist Annette Bridges,
after a recent trip to northwestern Arkansas. Annette and her family drove
Hwy 23 from Ozark to Cass, then east on Hwy 215 and Hwy 103 to
@ Notth Texas Farm & Ranch Ozark. “The leaves are always the prettiest along a river that meanders

October 26 - @ and follows Hwy 215,” said Annette.

TEJ(AS PUMPKIN FACTS:

+, Pumpkin is the
| official State Squash

West Texe_ls accounts for about
of pumpkins grown in the state.

READER
—SUBMISSIONS
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PYMEANWHILE BACK AT THE RANCIY

By Rayford Pullen | rcpullen@yahoo.com

F

x;

Calves are worth what they’ve never been before, representing a new era of the cattle business. (Photo by Hannah Claxton)

Like the Bob Seger song, “Turn
the Page,” we find ourselves head-
ing into a new year with the same
hopes and dreams that we have
cach year that as opportunities
arise, we are smart enough to
recognize and take advantage of
them. Here’s hoping that we can
do just that.

With the later than normal first
freeze of the year, our cattle have
had extra time to put on more
weight headed into winter which
helps with breed back in the case
of fall calving cows and has our
spring calving cows, in the middle
of winter, be in better shape when
they calve.

We have also upped our win-
ter feeding this year as we try to
do everything to have a higher
weaning percentage. Once again,
the rules have changed, with so

10 JANUARY 2025

much at stake as it relates to our
investment risks and income po-
tential. We cannot afford to take
as many chances as we have been
doing. As of this writing, we can
literally lock in selling prices
for 1,000-pound steers for over
$2,500 using the LRP, livestock
risk protection insurance, avail-
able to producers. I cannot wrap
my mind around these kindsof
numbers, and neither can [ wrap
my mind around giving $1,600+
for a stocker calf.

As I travel around the country-
side, I see the quality difference-
between herds. While this many
times relates to environmental
conditions, especially along the
gulf coast, most of the time,
especially in northern Texas and
beyond, it’s strictly genetics. This
in part is probably due to tax in-

centives and or just having cattle
as yard ornaments with income not
being consequential. With average
herd sizes being around 50 head,
and cattle income being secondary
to off farm income, it’s no big deal.
Still, it is not in the best interest of
our industry to produce cattle that
are subpar in meat quality.

As a seed stock producer, and
I’m speaking for lots of us, we see
a resistance to replacement cattle
prices, especially bulls. This has
continued even as weaned calf
prices have soared. The price to
many customers is seen strictly as
an expense and not as an invest-
ment in their long-term genetics of
the heifers they keep or the extra
pounds they will be selling which
in many cases will exceed $4,000
annually {30 calves weighing an
extra 50 pounds each} if the cattle

are managed correctly. With a bull
lasting four to five years, you do
the math. It is a hazard of the trade
and here to stay. One thing we do
here is make sure our potential
customers know the price of our
bulls or heifers before they show
up, which shakes out the tire kick-
ers and low ballers.

Having gotten that off my
chest, I would certainly like to
thank North Texas Farm and
Ranch, Texas Angus Association,
Land and Livestock Post, North
Texas eNews and the Clay County
Leader for allowing me to share
my thoughts and ideas with their
readers. As for me, it’s time to
“Turn the Page,” as this will be
my last article. It has been my
pleasure and may “God bless you
all,” It’s a wonderful time to be in
the cattle business.

& NTFR



Sign up for a FREE online subscription to OKFR

Get your
favorite
magazine
sent directly
to your inbox
each month
for FREE!

Print subscriptions available
for $19.95 a year

Visit www.okfronline.com and click the magazine cover or call 940-872-2076

RUsTY’Ss < WEIGH
SCALES & SERVICE

Prevent shrinkage from not

selling livestock at your

loading point

Invest in portable, reliable w RUSTY'S n

) equipment that will - WElG
maximize your returns '

Contact us today to order
your set of heavy-duty,
accurate livestock scales

METTLER TOLEDO 800-666-2802
Premier Distributor
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79.30 ACRES | WICHITA COUNTY

A 4
TURNER COUNTRY - "~ $4.750/Ac

Ideal combo property offering hunting, fishing and other recreational activities,

P R O P E R T I E S numerous agricultural uses and/or build your dream home. Level to sloping
terrain, sloping toward Middle Fork Pond Creek. This area is heavily wooded
and is within the flood plain. The remainder of the land is open native pasture
F A R M s R A N C H O L A N D with moderate coverage of hardwoods and scattered mesquites. It is fenced
and cross fenced, 2 stock ponds, equipment shed, loafing shed, 2 water meters

TURNERCOUNTRYPROPERTIES.COM and electricity available..

STEPHEN TURNER, Listing Agent
940-636-7039

Stephen@urnercountryproperties.com

78.88 ACRES | CLAY COUNTY

e !
EDSEL FARM $3,250/Ac
The Edsel Farm is located less than a half mile north of US HWY 287. Excellent
access with frontage on Huntington, Kiel and Wellington Lane. The land consists
of 300.139 total acres, 165 acres is tillable farmland, balance being moderate to
heavily wooded native pasture. There are partial cross fences, boundary is fenced
in average condition. Surface water consist of three ponds, seasonal creek and
East Fork Pond Creek, partial floodplain. Electricity and water appear available
along Huntington and Kiel.

e

: 254.20 ACRES —- WICHITA COUNTY . ] b
OLD MAN PLACE $4,750/Ac | Ne—= : e -
Located just north of Dean on FM 2393, 15 minutes east of Wichita Falls in Clay e ’ : R T

County. The land is completely wooded with mesquites offering great cover for . : ; ; : i ; s

wildlife. The topography is level to slightly sloping. There is one stock pond near e, <5 i
the road frontage with ample room for construction of new stock ponds if desired. . : i =4 i
Electricity and Dean Dale Water is available along FM2393. This would make a { : . |
great hunting property, or build your dream home. i foa

ALEXANDER RANCH $4,200/Ac \
Nice all around property located 15 minutes from Wichita Falls. Ideal for running '
cattle, hunting, or building a home. Moderate mesquite coverage, above average

grasses, rolling topography with tremendous views, 2 seasonal creeks, 3 stock

ponds, completely fenced and cross fenced, livestock pens, electricity available,

water available. Light oil production isolated to the southeast corner, minerals are —
negotiable with an acceptable contract.

TURNER COUNTRY PROPERTIES

AVAILABLE LISTINGS
Brixey Ranch — 119.39 Acres - Clay Co - $4,900/Acre

Mataska Ranch — 150 Acres — Clay Co - $3,950/Acre
Petrolia Homesite — 6.32 Acres — Clay Co - $47,400

. 45NN Maag Tract 3 — 19.45 Acres — Archer Co - $8,483/Acre
?t § Ft B @ 32,?95{%0 Old Man Place - 51.15 Acres - Clay Co - $8,778/Acre
ocated west of Burkburnett and north of lowa Park on the south and east side
of FM 368. The property consists of approximately145 acres of farmland with Thornberry Lots — 4.5 Acres — Wichita Co - $45,000
the balance being native mesquite pasture. The topography is level to sloping Decker Farms — 5.03 Acres — Archer Co - $75,000
southeast. Amenities includes a stock pond and barbed wire perimeter fence. MORE DETAILS AVAILABLE AT
No minerals are owned.

215.18 ACRES I WICHITA COUNTY &
— e —— T S
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[Land Market Report

Happy New Year everyone! Another election year is behind us, Praise God! Election years always seem to make people nervous with
the uncertainty that abounds, and regardless of the outcome of an election, business always seems to pick up again after the election is over.
Personally, I am just glad to not have to watch another dang political ad for a while.

For the six counties that I track (Collin, Cooke, Denton, Grayson, Montague, Wise) we saw less than a one percent increase in the price
per acre, which is basically flat line. The demand for rural land seemed to be diminished quiet a bit as compared to 2023, and that can be
seen in the fact that it took 24 percent longer to sell a tract of land in 2024 as compared to 2023, and there were 5.57 percent fewer sales
transactions.

Our area is extremely diverse in land characteristics and uses, and therefor can have huge differences in the price per acre. From cul-
tivated farm land, to orchards and vineyards, to pasture, recreational or development, we are definitely blessed with diversity here. The
counties that I track are also very diverse in their populations, ranging from well over one million in Collin and Denton, to just over 22,000
in Montague. As you will see on the charts below, some counties were more successful than others in 2023. It is also worth noting that one
major transaction can have a drastic change in the averages.

I hope you have enjoyed my articles again this past year, and I am always open to hear from readers about it. Feel free to contact me at
jgroce@mossyoakproperties.com. Remember, the best time to plant a tree is 20 years ago. The second best time is today. Same is true for
buying land! ¢,

COLLIN COUNTY WISE COUNTY
2023 2024 2023 2024
Avg. Acreage 4167 .28 Avg. Acreage 6122 31.89
Avg. § Per Acre §5h4 407 $61.474 Avg. § Per Acre $17 881 $21,689
Avg. DOM 143 181 Avg. DOM 128 141
- MONTAGUE COUNTY COOKE COUNTY

2023 2024 2023 2024
Avg. Acreage AT7 47 86 Avg. Acreage 50 49 4521
v Avg. 3 Per Acre 311,444 $12,022 Avg. 5 Per Acre $28,756 522,774
Avg. DOM 216 229 Avg. DOM 157 194

[ & DENTON COUNTY GRAYSON COUNTY
R 2023 2024 2023 2024
Bl Avg Acreage 4 44 51 Avg. Acreage 3403 44 24
_':- Avg. 3 PerAcre $74,006 $64 604 Avg. § Per Acre $31,281 $33,281

Avg. DOM 166 173 Avg. DOM 104 213
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This little heifer had found herself on the wrong side
of fence, and needed some help getting things right again.
Until we were able to come to her aid, her mama stood
watch. i,

14 JANUARY 2025 & NTFR
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Here’s to another trip around the sun! One chapter,
or gate, closes. . And another opens. Wishing every-
one a successful year and good health for themselves
and livestock. i)
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" HIRING —
JOINOUR TEAM AT:
POSIT; OAK MEDIA

Prices subject to change

[T)ETAL SALES INC. Weatherford
West Highway 82 « Gainesville, TX « 76240 'I'"“:k E"“inmenl

Gooseneck Hitch | Fifth Wheels | Flatbeds
Truck Accessories | Service Bodies
Fuel Tanks | Dump Body

——

Premade Gates

and Panels
Large Assortment of Hand Tools
T Post Wire & Panels
New and Used Pipe Fold down Hitches & Stand Up Balls available

Tubing and Structural Steel JA“!: 'EA L?Tﬂghlélg
Trailer Parts : :

Pocket Knives 81 75942299 * cell: 817.597.8150
2620 Ranger Hwy. Weatherford

Supplying Premium Truck Accessories & Equipment Since 1997!

ORTH TEXAS FARM & RANCH

940.665.0336 « 1.800.549.0336

WE ARE

SALES

REPRESENTATIVE Vi\ﬁ . OMA FARM

NTFR & OKFR magazines

—
are looking to fill'1-2'sales
positions. We are looking,for. ' Ve L

the best, so highly motivated = B A
only need to applysrheiideal
candidateimust:beable to

multitask; have experience

in Microsoft Office programs

andihave excellent people

skillsiCompetitive base salary

plus COMMISSIONS, eXpense e?
reimbursement, paid holidays

and vacation. s\ 2N POST OAK

Email Resume to: 5 GE-"

R 7
rosie@postoakmedia.net S 728 MEDIA, LLC
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It’s easy for us to take for
granted the multiple forbs that
are growing throughout our North
Texas and Oklahoma grazing
lands. They play an important
part in the health of our soils and
of our livestock, and we should
be aware of how they fit in our
grazing environment.

Winecup is one of the forbs that
many of us can recognize. There
are both annual and perennial spe-
cies, and of significant numbers
in our area is Trailing winecup,
which is a perennial.

This low-growing plant origi-
nates from a turnip-shaped root
and has vine-like hairy stems that
grow both spreading, and some-
times weakly ascending, up to two
feet long.

It can grow in a variety of
soils, but prefers a well-drained
site, and can grow in full sun to
partial shade.

The flowers are solitary, cup-
shaped, and composed of five
beautiful wine-colored petals that
transition to light pink at the base
of each petal. The flowers can
be up to two inches in diameter,
blooming fromFebruary to June,
depending upon environmental
conditions.

From a grazing standpoint,
winecup is readily eaten by all
classes of livestock, and forage
value for deeris excellent. Crude
protein has been tested at 18 per-
cent in January during the new
growth period, and 13 percent
during the later spring months. En-
ergy values are moderate to high.

The flowers are not only beauti-
ful, but are also visited by many
species of butterflies, and are often
pollinated by bees.

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM]

Winecup

Due to its growth early in the
year, winecup can sometimes be
heavily grazed at the beginning
of spring, because many other
plants are still dormant. A correct
stocking rate along with rotational
grazing will usually assure that it
can remain in a healthy pasture.

Forbs can become too domi-
nant in some pastures during wet
years, and we are tempted to spray
herbicides to reduce the competi-
tion with grasses.

Reduction of the forbs can
grow more grass, but in doing
that, we give up the value of the
beneficial forbs like Winecup.

For medicinal purposes,
crushed dried roots were inhaled
for head colds, and aching limbs
were exposed to the smoke to
reduce pain. Roots were boiled,
then the tea drunk for pain.

Ferdinand Lindheimer, the
naturalist who first identified and
categorized Winecup while in
South Texas, is often called the
father of Texas botany because of
his work as the first permanent-
resident plant collector of Texas.

Lindheimer was educated in
Germany and became a teacher.
He later became active in Ger-
man politics, and his political af-
filiations alienated his family and
placed him at risk. He immigrated
to the United States as a political
refugee.

In 1836, aroused by reports of
the Texas Revolution, he traveled
to New Orleans and ended up in
Texas where he enlisted in the
army and served until 1837.

He then served as a botanist
in St. Louis, and later worked
nine years collecting specimens
in Texas.

FARM & RANCH *

North Texas

By Tony Dean, tonydean.tx1@gmail.com

(Above) Winecup is not only a beautiful forb but is also good grazing
(Below) Winecup is readily eaten by all classes of livestock. (Photos
courtesy of Tony Dean)

Grazing Value of This Plant
Winecup

1 F 3 4 -1

g

6 7 8 -] 10

He settled in New Braunfels,
and was granted land on the banks
of the Comal River. Lindheimer
ran a school for gifted children,
and attempted to establish a bo-
tanical garden. He was also pub-
lisher of a newspaper, served as
the first Justice of the Peace of
Comal County, and continued to

work as a naturalist.

During his career, he is cred-
ited with the discovery of several
hundred plant species, and his
name isused to designate 48 spe-
cies and subspecies of plants. He
died in 1879 and is buried in New
Braunfels. His house is now a
museum. /¥,
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S1tz Angus praised for 100-plus years
of Angus

By Certified Angus Beef

Family-run businesses that last
100 or more years often leave a
legacy, and when an Angus herd
lasts that long the breed comes
together to celebrate the accom-
plishment. At the 2024 Angus
Convention in Fort Worth, Texas
the American Angus Association®
honored Sitz Angus of Dillon
and Harrison, Montana with the
Century Award for their 100-plus
years as a registered Angus herd.

“Being able to say we’ve been
in the Angus business for over 100
years — that’s a feat itself,” said
Jim Sitz of the Sitz Angus.

William and Frieda Sitz started
Sitz Angus in the Nebraska Sand-
hills in 1923 with the purchase
of registered Angus cows from
William Williams of Clarks, Ne-
braska. William and Frieda had
four children: Robert “Bob”, Bill,
Dolores, and Ruth. In 1952, Wil-
liam and Frieda moved with son,
Bob (Sr.), to aranch in Longmont,
Colorado. In 1959, two years after
Bob married Donna Scriffiny, the
young couple purchased a ranch
in Harrison, Montana and moved
the herd.

In Harrison, Bob Sr. and Donna
raised two daughters and two
sons — Deb, Sherrie, Bob, and
Jim - while being early champions
of performance testing and An-
gus Herd Improvement Records
(AHIR®). In 1966, Sitz Angus
hosted its first bull sale and began
offering customers free delivery
of their bulls. The family was
also early adopters of artificial in-
semination. All four of Bob Sr. and
Donna’s children are still involved
in the cattle business through Sitz
Angus, Bar 69 Angus Ranch and
Stockman Angus of New Zealand.

Bob Sr. was inducted into the
Angus Heritage Foundation in

18 JANUARY 2025

Sitz Angus was awarded the American Angus Association Century Award at the 2024

Angus Convention on Nov. 3 in Fort Worth, Texas. Pictured from left are 2024 Miss American Angus Lauren
Wolter, Jim Sitz, Tammi Sitz, Amber Konen, Tyler Sitz, Tucker Sitz, Taylre Sitz, Bob Sitz, and Association CEO
Mark McCully. (Photo courtesy of Certified Angus Beef)

1993, four years after his untimely
death. Donna and her sons per-
severed through the loss with a
cow sale and rebuilt the herd. The
brothers, Jim and Bob, are 2024
inductees into the Angus Heritage
Foundation.

Leaving a legacy of leader-
ship within the breed at both the
state and national level, Bob Sr.
served on the American Angus
Association Board of Directors
from 1979 to1985. Donna was
an active member of the National
Angus Auxiliary and Montana
Angus Auxiliary. Jim followed in
his father’s footsteps, serving on
the Board of Directors from 2009
to 2016 and as president in 2016.
In 2001, Sitz Angus donated the
Angus Foundation Heifer.

Today, William and Frieda’s
grandsons, Bob and Jim, along

with Jim’s wife Tammi (Hunts-
man), run Sitz Angus in Harrison
and Dillon, Montana with their
families. (The Dillon ranch was
acquired in 1997.) The fourth gen-
eration, known sometimes as “the
Sitz six,” are preparing to make
their mark on the Angus breed
as they each find unique ways to
support the ranch through cattle
breeding, raising crops, bookkeep-
ing, hosting interns, influencing
range management and even man-
aging social media and promotion.
They are Taylre, Lane, Amber,
Ashley, Tyler and Tucker Sitz.
Speaking of the next generation
on the ranch, Jim said, “I see no
reason why they shouldn’t be able
to take it to a whole new level.”
Sitz Angus sires have consis-
tently held spots in the list of top
25 sires for breed registration and

sell high-quality Angus genetics
across the United States and inter-
nationally. The family offers year-
ling bulls each spring and nearly
2-year-old bulls at their annual fall
sale. While being well-known for
their bulls, Sitz Angus maintains
its status as a MaternalPlus® herd,
as it has since the program’s first
year in 2012, proving their focus
on producing high-performing,
profit-yielding females for their
commercial customers. After 100
years with the Business Breed,
Sitz Angus — the family and oth-
ers who have been dedicated to its
success — still exhibits a forward-
thinking attitude and a love of
Angus cattle.

“My dad always said a long
time ago that we have to be a jack
of all trades,” Jim said. “That fits
Sitz Angus ranch to a T.” &,
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Four Ways Feral Hogs Cost Farmers
and Ranchers

By Laura Brenner
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Trapping feral hogs is the most effective way to manage populations that damage farm and ranch land. (Photo courtesy of Noble Learning.)

Noble Research Institute ranch
manager Curtis Larson has a quick
answer when he’s asked how
producers would know if they had
feral hogs on their land.

“You can see exactly where
they’re rooting up the pasture,
going for stuff in the ground, grub
worms and such,” says Larson,
pointing to an affected section of
pasture on Noble’s Coffey Ranch
west of Marietta, Oklahoma.

Proof of their presence is often
visible in your fields or pastures,
as extensive digging or rooting,
muddy wallows, bark rubbed off
trees, and hoof prints. Determin-
ing if you have a feral hog problem
isn’t the challenge — controlling
them is.

Feral hogs are a growing threat
that wreak havoc on a ranch’s
landscape, resources and bottom
line. Annually, they cause an
estimated $1.5 billion in damage
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across the U.S., with around nine
million of them reported across
35 states.

Here are four of the major ways
feral hogs can damage your land
and threaten the health of your
livestock and native wildlife, fol-
lowed by recommendations for
controlling feral hog populations
on your ranch.

It’s estimated that a single feral
hog can cause $500 worth of dam-
age to fields and pastures. More
when they get into pecan orchards.
Weighing between 100 and 350
pounds, an average adult male or
female feral hog is a formidable
animal.

“They’ll root up a spot as
big as a half-acre. They will just
completely tear it up looking for
insects, getting grass roots, old
pecans, and such,” says Derick
Warren, research services associ-
ate at Noble. A call to Warren is the

first step Noble ranch managers
take when they see evidence of
feral hogs on any of the ranches.

From a ranch management
perspective, Larson has seen
feral hogs create such damage
that it takes the pasture a year to
recover. Speaking from experi-
ence on a friend’s ranch, Larson
has seen mowers, rakes and other
field equipment damaged when
trying to traverse the field after
feral hogs.

Beyond such immediate dam-
age, long-term effects of feral hog
damage can be devastating. On
sloped landscapes, the opportunity
for erosion is high while forages
attempt to reseed and take root.
What’s more, waste from feral
hogs may contain seeds from in-
vasive species that will take hold
under the right conditions.

The presence of feral hogs can
greatly diminish water quality on

a ranch, posing a threat to live-
stock. All pigs, wild and domestic,
rely on water to cool themselves.
They’ll create wallows — muddy
areas in tall timbers or along a wa-
terline — to coat their skin in mud
and soil ranch water resources.

Larson is quick to fence cattle
away from any water that may be
contaminated by feral hog waste.
A common method of disease
transmission between feral hogs
and livestock is through indirect
contact with contaminated feces
or urine, making water sources a
hot zone for disease risk.

Another hot zone is feeding ar-
eas. Feral hogs, like other animals,
are attracted to any feed areas, and
they’re smart. They’ll learn where
feeding happens and use that to
their advantage.

The economic concern is less
about the loss of feed and more
the risk of disease spreading from
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feral hogs to livestock.

Not only have they been docu-
mented to push cattle, especially
calves, away from feed areas, they
can transfer disease to domestic
animals through contact with
their waste products. As many as
a third of the feral hog population
are carriers of the pseudorabies
virus. This disease can spread to
dogs and livestock.

Feral hogs also may be infected
with brucellosis and leptospirosis,
which can be passed to livestock
and humans.

Feral hogs are opportunistic
omnivores. That’s how Noble
regenerative ranching advisor
Josh Gaskamp refers to their diet.
Which means they’ll dig into
cattle feed as cagerly as they will
attack smaller livestock, fawns
and ground-nesting birds. Feral
hogs are known to raid ground-
nesting birds’ nests, hurting north-
ern bobwhite quail and wild turkey
populations.

Gaskamp keeps sheep on his
ranch in southern Oklahoma.
Since getting guardian dogs, he’s
reduced depredation opportunities
for the feral hogs on his property.
Noble ranch managers also report
fewer feral hog problems where
guardian dogs are in use.

Many farmers’ or ranchers’ first
instinct may be to deter feral hogs
through hunting or targeted shoot-
ing. But Warren and Gaskamp
would discourage ranchers from
taking that approach.

“If you shoot at them, you
might get rid of one, but the rest
scatter. Then they become your
neighbor’s problem for a while,”
says Warren. This is why Gas-
kamp recommends working with
neighboring ranches to control
feral hog populations.

“I'have a 160-acre ranch,” says
Gaskamp. “I can control those
acres, but if my neighbors are
doing nothing, we’re collectively
doing nothing. Pigs don’t stay

MUENSTER S GAT

within one ranch.”

He suggests ranchers invest in
control mechanisms together.

Based on four years of research
during work on his master’s
thesis, Gaskamp developed a
monitored, suspended trapping
system for feral hogs. Today, the
BoarBuster(TM) trap is used on
Noble ranches to control feral hog
populations. Gaskamp and War-
ren like the trap because it can be
set up by one or two people and
deployed remotely.

The BoarBuster trap works
with an integrated camera that
sends a live feed to a rancher’s
smartphone. The rancher can
wait until enough pigs are in the
trap, then drop it with a tap of the
screen.

Other trapping methods in-
clude a drop net and on-the-
ground, corral-style traps. But
Gaskamp says he knows there’s
no one-size-fits-all prescription
for feral hog control.

FARM & RANCH *

What works for one farmer or
rancher might not work on another
operation.

If trapping isn’t feasible for
your operation, or you want a
helping hand, Gaskamp suggests
calling your state’s office of the
USDA-Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service Wildlife Ser-
vices. APHIS administers the
National Feral Swine Damage
Management Program and em-
ploys professionals tasked with
monitoring and controlling the
nation’s feral hog threat.

Gaskamp reminds ranchers that
controlling feral hog populations
is a process, not a single event, and
that it takes patience.

“You have to habituate pigs
to a bait site” when trapping, he
says. “Then you can set up a trap
and allow the pigs to adjust to that
in their environment. After 10 to
14 days, maybe longer, you can
set the trap and choose the right
time to drop.” 7,
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Miss Rodeo North Texas Fair

Reanna Santos Claims Prestigious Rodeo Queen Title

By Hannah Claxton, editor | editor@ntfronline.com

The North Texas Fair and
Rodeo, held annually in Denton,
Texas, has a rich history that
dates back to 1928. Originally
conceived as a small agricultural
fair, it was organized to showcase
the region’s farming and ranch-
ing heritage while promoting
local businesses and community
engagement.

The fair quickly gained popu-
larity, and by 1958, it incorporated
a rodeo, which became a central
feature of the event. The rodeo
added an exciting element to the
fair, drawing competitors and
spectators from across the region
to witness events like bull riding,
barrel racing, and steer wrestling.
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Over the years, the fair grew in
size and scope, expanding to in-
clude live entertainment, carnival
rides, livestock shows, and vari-
ous exhibitions celebrating North
Texas culture.

Today, the North Texas Fair
and Rodeo has become one of the
largest and most anticipated events
in the region, attracting thousands
of visitors each August. It remains
true to its roots, continuing to
celebrate the region’s agricultural
and ranching heritage while incor-
porating modern elements such as
concerts, arts and crafts, and food
vendors.

The rodeo, which is now a
Professional Rodeo Cowboys

Association sanctioned event,
draws top-tier competitors from
across the state- both in the arena
and for the accompanying rodeo
queen contest.

Rodeo queens serve as the
official ambassadors of rodeo
events, playing a vital role in
promoting the sport and its tradi-
tions. Their primary responsibility
is to represent the rodeo in public
appearances, often attending lo-
cal events, parades, school visits,
and charity functions. These
queens are expected to have a deep
knowledge of the sport, including
its history, values, and the skills
involved in various rodeo events
like bull riding, barrel racing, and

calf roping.

In addition to their ambassado-
rial duties, rodeo queens must also
be skilled in horsemanship, as they
are often required to perform rid-
ing exhibitions at rodeo events.
These exhibitions may include
barrel racing, flag presentations,
or other rodeo-related demon-
strations. A rodeo queen’s role
extends beyond simply being a
representative- they are expected
to embody the ideals of sports-
manship, poise, and leadership
while demonstrating their love for
the Western lifestyle. Winning the
title is often just the beginning of a
queen’s journey, as they continue
to engage with the community,
promote rodeo, and serve as role
models for future generations of
rodeo fans and athletes.

Reanna Santos had not held a
rodeo queen title prior to winning
Miss Rodeo North Texas Fair in
August of 2024, but she has been
involved in the rodeo lifestyle for
many years.

“I can’t even remember my
first time on a horse,” Santos ex-
plained. “I’m sure it was before
I even had any memories at all.”

Santos is a student at Texas
A&M University in College Sta-
tion, where she is completing her
masters degree in rangeland and
ecology management. It was the
close-knit equine community that
drew her to the North Texas area
to compete at the North Texas Fair
and Rodeo, despite growing up in
the Houston area. Santos’ family
has deep connections to the equine
community- her parents showed
carriage horses all the way to the
Olympic level- and Santos herself
grew up competing in the all-
around events and rodeoing. Dur-
ing her undergraduate, Santos was
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a member of the equestrian team.
Rangeland and Ecology Man-
agement is a degree focused on the
study of natural resource manage-
ment, environmental science, and
the preservation of land for future
generations. Students in this field
learn about the ecological, social,
and economic aspects of land use,
with an emphasis on sustainable
practices that protect biodiversity,
water resources, and soil health.

“I have been studying invasive
species in the south texas range-
land, which is a very niche part
of the agriculture industry, but it’s
so important,” Santos said. “IT get
to work closely with ranchers all
across the state to conserve our
greatest natural resource- our land
and water. We are just temporary
stewards of a resource that was
here long before us and will hope-
fully be here long after us.”

Coursework for this type of
degree often includes topics such
as environmental law, wildlife
management, land restoration,
GIS (Geographic Information
Systems), and conservation policy.
Graduates with a land conserva-
tion degree are prepared to work
in a variety of roles, such as land
trust organizations, government
agencies, nonprofit groups, or
private consulting firms, where
they help to create and implement
strategies for conserving natural
landscapes, managing parks and
protected areas, or advising on
sustainable land development
practices. The degree offers op-
portunities for those passionate
about environmental stewardship
to make a positive impact on the
future of our planet’s ecosystems.

“The skills we learn as rodeo
queens are so transferable to
life, and to a career,” explained
Santos. “I know that I’'m learning
so much.”

The rodeo queen for the North
Texas Fair and Rodeo is selected
after a rigorous competition that
involves modeling, a speech,
a question and answer session,
ticket sales, an interview, and a
ride through a horsemanship pat-
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tern. Throughout the duration of
the competition, participants are
also judged on how they interact
with the public, how they present
themselves, and their knowledge
of rodeo.

“All of the girls who competed
were so talented,” said Santos of
her fellow competitors. “Any of
them would have been great am-
bassadors for the fair and for rodeo
in general, so I feel really lucky to
have been chosen.”

Since both the competition and
the involvement are rigorous, it’s
easy to wonder why a female in
her early twenties, with so many
other things going on, would
choose to participate.

“It’s such a great opportunity
to represent a rodeo and associa-
tion that aligns with my personal
values,” said Santos. “They are
so involved in the community in
Denton county and so welcoming
to all the athletes that it really does
feel like a family when you’re
there.”

Being a rodeo queen is about
more than just a title—it’s a
chance to become a strong leader,
an advocate for the sport, and a
role model for others, all while
fostering personal growth and
exploring new opportunities.
Through events and the compe-
tition itself, a rodeo queen title
encourages a young woman to
step outside her comfort zone and
establish herself as a pillar of the
community.

“So many people have poured
into me and inspired me with their
time, resources, and talent, and
whenever I get the chance to pour
into someone else the way they
did me, I try to take it,” shared
Santos. “This title allows me so
many opportunities to hopefully
inspire someone else in that way.”

There is often a stercotype
about rodeo queening not being
something that an individual with-
out experience can jump into. For
Santos, it certainly was difficult,
but it was her fellow competitors,
and now her court, who helped her
figure it out.

-

Inc.

Keeping You Ahead of the Curve

(Above) Part of Santos duties is to attend events representing the North
Texas Fair. (Below) Santos works with other rodeo staff to present the
flags and entertain the crowd. (Photos courtesy of North Texas Fair)
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One of the most well recognized roles of a rodeo queen is the present the American flag during the national anthem at rodeo events. Santos
presented the flag during the performances of the North Texas Fair and Rodeo. (Photo courtesy of North Texas Fair and Rodeo)

“Starting as a rodeo queen is
definitely the hardest part but I
would encourage girls to just go
for it because you will never know
unless you try,” said Santos. “One
thing that has really touched my
heart is how willing everyone
is to help you, even your fellow
competitors. You aren’t competing
against others, you are competing
against yourself.”

The North Texas Fair and Ro-
deo Queen has a court consisting
of a teen, princess, and junior.
These ladies also attend events,
carry flags, and advocate for the
sport of rodeo and for agriculture,
despite their young age.

The Miss North Texas Fair
Teen is Rhealyn Bridwell. Rhea-
lyn is the 18 year old daughter of
Jeremy and Brook Bridwell of
Collinsville, TX. She is a 2024
home school graduate. She dreams
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of becoming the all around cow-
girl by training her own horses,
giving lessons, and working with
a farrier. She hopes to encourage
other first generation cowgirls to
follow their dreams. As a Rodeo
competitor, she enjoys Breakaway
and Team Roping.

The Miss North Texas Fair
Princess is Caroline Mataska.
Caroline Mataska is 14 years old
and is from Wichita Falls, Texas.
She is in the 8th grade at Henri-
etta Junior High where she plays
volleyball, competes in track, and
serves as the Vice-President of the
National Junior Honor Society.
Outside of school, she plays for
WF ELITE Volleyball. As a first-
year FFA member, she is proud to
be a Greenhand and looks forward
to growing in the program.

The Miss North Texas Fair
Junior is Harper Mayes. Harper

is 8 years old and is from Aubrey,
TX. She is in the 2nd grade at
PCA North. Harper participates in
Junior PGA golf, running, speech
competitions, and is active in her
church youth group. She enjoys
competing in APHA and PtHA
shows in Western, English and
speed events with her paint horses.
Being the NTFR Junior Princess
is her first title and she thinks it
has been an amazing experience
so far!

Santos encourages anyone de-
siring to compete for a Miss North
Texas Fair title to throw their hat
in the ring

“At one of the events I’ve at-
tended, there was an older man
who reminded me to shoot for
the moon with my goals, because
even if I felt like I had failed, I"d
still have landed among the stars,”
shared Santos. “That has really

inspired me to dream big.”

The North Texas Fair and
Rodeo runs from Aug. 15 to 24
in 2025.

Applications to compete for
any of the positions on the rodeo
queen court arevdue earlier in the
summer, usually in June. Aside
from the rodeo queen contest and
rodeo itself, there are many other
ways for someone to get involved,
and Santos encourages everyone
to check it out.

“Whether it’s rodeoing, show-
ing livestock, or competing in a
baking or photography contest, the
north texas fair really does have
something for everyone,” said
Santos. “That’s something that
sets us apart- we really are for the
community.”

To learn more visit [ntfair.cond
or follow along on social media
for updates. (7
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New Year New Season

By Krista Lucas | Copy Editor
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The new rodeo season kicked off on Oct. 1, and Taylor started it off well, winning nearly $8,000. (Photo courtesy of Fallon Taylor)

The year 2025 has just begun,
but the new rodeo season kicked
off back on Oct. 1. With that came
the Women’s Professional Rodeo
Association World Finals, held in
conjunction with Elite barrel rac-
ing, in Waco, Texas.

Contestants got a jump start
on money won for the new sea-
son, with a card holder race and
permit race offered to current
WPRA members. Cowgirls trav-
eled from near and far to compete
at the prestigious World Finals,
Nov. 7-10, and it was none other
than 2014 world champion barrel
racer, Fallon Taylor, winning the
card holder competition. Taylor,
who now lives in Collinsville,
Texas, rode a relatively new horse
in the $15,000 added card holder
race. FuryTyme is a five-year-old
mare by Furyofthewind and out
of Three Tymes A Lady. The team
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won $7,341 to count toward the
2025 world standings and earned
an automatic bid to Rodeo Hous-
ton, March 4-23.

“Winning the card holder race
was truly amazing for myself and
my family. We have believed that
Puma could shine on a big stage,
and she is proving it not just to us
but to everyone,” Taylor said.

Taylor won her world cham-
pionship on a mare she raised
and trained herself, named Baby
Flo, and has become well known
across social media platforms.
She purchased FuryTyme after a
successful futurity year with Tricia
Aldridge.

“We are so grateful for the
many hours spent by Tricia while
training her and forever grateful
that she trusted us enough to sell
her to us.” It can be an adjustment
going from running a homegrown

horse to something completely
different, but Taylor is up for the
challenge. The new team is off to
a fast start for 2025 and hopes to
continue winning down the rodeo
road.

“We have big plans for 2025,
as thousands of other people do,
so we will spend the next several
months letting Puma show us what
she’s made of on the rodeo road,”
Taylor said.The $5,000 added
permit race consisted of two runs,
with the top 30 in the average
qualifying for the short go, similar
to the card holder race. It takes
$1,000 to fill a permit, in order to
buy a card, and Ginger West was
able to earn that amount in one
weekend.

West, of Perry, Okla. won the
first round and placed fourth in
the second round, on her horse,
Barreras Superman. They came

into the short go in the number
two position, and then won the
short go as well. After three runs,
West finished number one in the
average, filling her permit.

“I knew my horse, Superman,
had the ability to perform well,
even though he had only been
competing since February, I have
always believed there was some-
thing special about him,” West
said. “Entering the WPRA permit
race was an opportunity to see if
we could reach our goals and if
our hard work and commitment
would pay off.”

It certainly did, with Super-
man also being voted Horse of
the Year at the World Finals. It
will be interesting to see where
Taylor and West end up when
2025 concludes. The year is just
getting started, and there are a lot
of barrels left to run.
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Equine Vaccinations

By Heather Lloyd

Vaccinations are a critical component of responsible equine ownership

Vaccinations are a critical
component of maintaining the
health and well-being of horses,
especially in environments where
they are exposed to other animals,
such as in the sport, show and
performance arenas.

Horses, like all animals, are
susceptible to various infectious
diseases that can spread quickly
and cause serious harm.

Aroutine vaccination schedule
helps prevent the spread of these
diseases by preparing the horse’s
immune system.

Equine vaccinations generally
focus on preventing diseases that
are both common and potentially
fatal.

Core vaccination guidelines,
as outlined by the American As-
sociation of Equine Practitioners
(AAEP), are intended to prevent
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the spread of Eastern and West-
ern Equine Encephalitis, Tetanus,
West Nile Virus and Rabies.

These diseases can be transmit-
ted through pests such as mosqui-
toes, or by injury in the case of
tetanus, and have the potential to
cause long-term health issues or
even death if not controlled and
properly treated.

Other risk based vaccines are
also recommended to combat
Influenza, Rhinopneumonitis,
Strangles or other diseases that
could affect a specific population
based on age, geographic location
or exposure.

Vaccination helps to mitigate
these risks, ensuring that horses
are better prepared to fight off
infections should they occur.

The “5-way” vaccine is one
of the most commonly adminis-

/

. (Courtesy Photo)

tered combination vaccinations
for horses. It protects against the
five major diseases listed above:
T etanus, Eastern and Western
equine encephalitis, West Nile
virus, and rabies. This vaccination
is an easy way to prevent each of
those diseases with one injection.

Each of these disecases poses
a significant risk to horses, with
potential for severe neurological
effects or even death. Each of
these diseases can be found in the
North Texas area, making regular
vaccinations even more critical for
responsible horse ownership. The
5-way vaccine is typically given
as part of a regular vaccination
schedule.

This core vaccine is essential
for all horses, but especially cru-
cial for horses that are in arcas
where these diseases are prevalent

or for those in close contact with
other horses, such as in boarding
facilities or during competitions.

In conclusion, equine vaccina-
tions play a critical role in manag-
ing the health of horses.

Regular vaccinations, such as
the 5-way vaccine, help protect
against dangerous diseases that
can otherwise severely affect a
horse’s health.

Combined with proper bios-
ecurity practices, these preven-
tive measures reduce the risk of
disease transmission and ensure
a healthier environment for both
individual horses and entire herds.

Maintaining a consistent vac-
cination schedule and adhering
to strict biosecurity guidelines
should be a priority for all horse
owners to safeguard their animals
from preventable diseases.#,
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WHEN A CITY GIRL

Change Is In The Air

For many, a new year includes
new beginnings. Oftentimes a new
beginning may require a change
of some sort. But perhaps a new
beginning is not only a call for
a change but more of a call for
progress, growth, improvement,
reform or a new outlook.

A change in one’s point of view
is probably necessary in order to
gain anew outlook. Then that new
perspective can result in fresh
ideas, unforeseen opportunities,
exciting inspirations and bold
revelations.

Some folks caution, “If it ain’t
broke, don’t fix it.” But I for one
have often welcomed the idea
of change and making changes.
Before I met my country boy, my
upbringing had long been filled
with changes.

My mom and I moved fre-
quently, so there wasn’t one lo-
cation or house I thought of as
home. Home was wherever my
mom was.

Every time we moved, we
cleaned out and disposed of any
unnecessary or unwanted items to
make room for the new.

My mom said this helped us
rid ourselves of clutter and make
the most of our new space. So, our
many changes in where we lived
helped us to be more productive,
efficient and creative.

Regardless of where we were
living or how long we had lived
there, my New Year tradition was
rearranging and redecorating my
bedroom. There were usually
new items received at Christmas
to find a place for. I enjoyed my
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annual clean-out and rearranging
of furniture and changing the wall
décor, too.

Was it absolutely necessary
that I make all the changes to my
room each year? Probably not.
But somehow making the changes
encouraged my high anticipation
for a New Year filled with new
experiences and discoveries.

Although I have lived with my
husband in the same farmhouse
for over four decades now, I have
continued my New Year child-
hood tradition, even if only in
small ways. To make room for
Christmas decorations each year
requires that I pack up and store
various home décor.

My New Year fun begins when
packing up Christmas decorations.
As 1 unpack all my stored home
décor, I rearrange where I place
items, finding new ways to use
old things.

It’s always amazing to me how
making simple changes can make
the old feel new again.

For me, change has been more
of a good thing rather than bad.
This is not to say that through
the years I’ve not experienced
difficult unwanted changes that
required challenging adjustments.

Deaths of family members
and friends as well as moves that
involved separation from good
friends or family were not easy
changes.

And there have been times
when I was forced to change
schools or a job before I wanted to.

My life experiences have con-
vinced me, however, that when

Annette knows that change can be good, even when it’'s hard. (Photo
courtesy of Annette Bridges)

one door closes, another one re-
ally will open. There have always
been exciting discoveries to be
made and valuable growth to be
experienced.

Remember this, my friends, if
you are faced with changes this
year.

You may discover that it’s only
your perspective that is keeping
you from seeing an open door.
And you may find a change can
lead you to the perfect occasion,
the right set of circumstances or
a golden opportunity that makes
your New Year extra happy. &
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From Verse to
Worse

By Bryce Angell

I readied for the show and bought a brand new George Strait
shirt.

I figured anything would help, for darn sure couldn’t hurt.

I’d memorized my poems. They were imprinted in my brain.
But when I stepped

up on the stage, not one word could I claim.

The rhymes were all forgotten and no rhythm for a beat. My
eyes were full of

sweat from all the sunshine’s glaring heat.

You see, the emcee of the program asked a month or so ago,

be a part of a cowboy poetry show.

“Would you like to?”

I'told her I’d be nervous but would give it my best try. She said,

nervous, just don’t run off the stage and cry.”

“I don’t mind.”

The audience was fidgeting. Their eyes were growing wide.
The crowd was

prob’ly thinking,

“This poor cowboy’s gonna cry.”

But one cowboy told me earlier,

“Don’t worry you’ll forget. Make sure your book

is by your side. There’ll be no need to fret.”

Well sure enough my poems were laying right in front of me.
Someone had

placed them all face up. Just right for me to see.

I cleared my throat. I stood up straight. My confidence was
sure. I stepped up to

the microphone. My stage fright was no more.

But the first word from my mouth was almost Julia Child height.
So I brought it

down and then I sounded just like Barry White.

I guess I should have practiced on my voice a whole lot more.

‘Cuz mydiscontented audience was stepping out the door .

Right then I wondered if Shakespeareans ever had stage fright?
Then someone

from behind me said,

“Please give it up tonight!”

I cut my cowboy routine short. I guess it had some flaws. When
I stepped down

off the stage there was no one to give applause.

[ finally saw a friendly face. My son had stuck around. I thought
I better ask him

as he looked up from the ground.

“I guess I’'m wondering how I did? At first I thought I croaked.”

He looked at me and shook his head.

“Well Dad, I think you choked.”
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New Year New Fashion

By Jesse Kader

A new year is the perfect time to select a new look.

I have been loving the classic equestrian styles that are out- such
as shirts 'with horse prints, incorporating bits into everyday styles, and
pulling from a hunter-jumper inspired look.

These are also a classy and timeless option.

I love a good horse print, or prints that have western and equestrian
touches to them.

Pieces such as leather and bit-inspired belts, knee high hacking boots,
layered sweaters, button-ups instead of pearl snaps, and house dresses
are all seeing a surge in popularity. It seems we are seeing more and
more equestrian-tack inspired apparel.

With these pieces, you can accessorize to your liking, using your
accessories to keep it western. Some simple or statement turquoise and
sterling silver go a long way.

Pictured here is a simple sweater with a horse print, but [ made it fit
my western flair by adding a bandana scarf and jewelry while pairing
it with a good pair of jeans and a cute pair of boots.

Keep it simple or add your favorite statement pieces to make it your
own. Start the new year off with the fashion you think makes the most
accurate statement of who you are! Have a happy new year and check
out these styles at Jesse’s Jewels Boutique! 1V,

hatever your reason— .
e have propane for every season
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Never Saw That Coming

By Kylene Crossen

Kylene Crossen raises highland cattle, which has taught her to never say, “I never saw that coming.”

Living on acreage and owning
livestock has taught me a few
things for certain. Never say the
phrase “I never saw that coming.”
Just as quickly as that sentence
leaves your lips you will be want-
ing to retract those same words.
Another one I’d recommend stay-
ing away from would be “could
it get any worse?” It can and it
could because their animals and
you will never fully own them just
know the vet bills will own you!
All these years later of owning and
caring for animals I can truthfully
say life with animals is a dream
and life well lived and loved!

But what happens when you
really encounter those, I never
saw it coming or could it get any
worse moments? This year was
one of those double whammy
times for me or as some say the
twofold blow or setback. A hand-
ful of years ago I had researched
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in great length, and might I add
dreamed and prayed a lot that an
opportunity would come along
that I could one day own a small
herd of Highland Cattle. The mo-
ment | had long been waiting for
came about in January of 2022.
My husband and I were not at all
new to the cattle raising market,
but we were very new to this type
of cattle breed. Might I add my
husband also may have or may
not have been fully on board, but it
could be because he was just much
more partial to the Angus breed. I
had purchased two Highland heif-
ers that same year just under the
age of a year old and I was com-
pletely informed that they would
not be of breeding maturity until
two sometimes even three years
ofage. These two Highland heifer
cows quickly became the center of
my world from that moment on.
They received special treats, daily

halter walks, frequented brushings
and lots of media attention!

The Highland life was good!
The two girls had been maturing
wonderfully and now it was time
to grow my herd. I researched and
found a great bull prospect and
worked it out to have the bull with
my heifers over a three-month
period during the winter months
of 2023.

After three months of running
with a bull I had them pregnancy
checked, and it was a glorious day
hearing the words “Bred” and not
“Open.” Fast forward to calving
day in the summer of 2024. Both
of my first time heifers calved a
month apart from one another with
very slight assistance needed. That
year’s crop I ended up with a bull
calf and a heifer calf.

Life was good and I could fi-
nally breathe a sigh of relief that
momma and babies were alive and

healthy. But what happened next, [
truly never saw coming and even
said could it get any worse.
Regardless of the number of
livestock you have owned or seen
come and go you never become
completely immune to loss. In the
same hand you and I will never
be able to protect livestock from
every scenario. The bull calf had
been born first on my place and
at this time had been a month old
and thriving extremely well even
with the hot summer temperatures.
Highland cows are hairy cows
to begin with and need to have
access to water, a pond or stock
tank especially in areas where the
temperatures are excessively hot
like North Texas. The stock tank
on my land was extremely low and
almost dried up at this time of year
except for one tiny corner I found
out the hard way. To the best of my
continued on page 36
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understanding since [ had not wit-
nessed it the now month-old bull
calf must have fell in and drown.

Heartbreaking and devasting to
say the least. I was now officially
sitting in my never saw that com-
ing moment at this point. That
double whammy that [ mentioned
earlier was next to come when
I thought to say could it get any
worse because it did. The new
heifer had just been born the previ-
ous day in the hottest part of the
day. The momma cow of the other
baby I lost was still a little stressed
from not knowing where her baby
was anymore and now this new
calf was not nursing without me
assisting. Trying to mourn this
huge loss had me on high alert
and over drive trying to figure out
every way the pastures could harm
this baby too which was crazy
if I’'m being honest.What [’ve
learned in this small season of my
life is I cannot predict nor worry
myself sick of the hundreds of
ways the livestock that are under
my care will or maybe never will
injure themselves. What I can find
some assurance in is remembering
a few simple things while owning
livestock and trying to get your
dreams off the ground. Through-
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out life with or even without live-
stock we will have some difficult
things to process through and even
some setbacks. There will never
be a one size fits all, right way or
wrong way to process heartbreak
over the unexpectable things we
face while trying to grow a dream.
What does matter though is to
not allow the burdens of our guilt
and shame of how we could have
somehow handled it differently
keep us stuck in that place. The
unforeseen things in life can and
will happen on the farm or off the
farm for that fact. Because of this
unexpected set back in growing a
herd this one thing I know to be
forever truer “He always comes
alongside us to comfort us in ev-
ery suffering so that we can come
alongside those who are in any
painful trial. We can bring them
this same comfort that God has
poured out upon us.” From one
small livestock owner to another
my hope is you don’t allow the I
didn’t see that coming moments
keep you from following your
dreams. Your dream just may take
a little longer than you thought it
should, but God knows exactly
what He is doing when you think
it couldn’t get any worse! 7,

Crossen learned a lot of lessons while breeding highland cows. (Above)
The herd of cows stays small, with Crossen only having a few at a time.
(Below) (Photos courtesy of Kylene Crossen)
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Colostrum: The Golden Milk

By Martha Crump, Wichita Falls Area Cattlewomen

Having herds on a controlled
breeding schedule means that
we have a predictable calving
schedule, and while it’s only over
a couple of months, for us it does
fall right after the start of the year.
I lobby annually to call ours the
“Winter calving season,” but I
am outvoted and my husband still
refers to it as Spring.

Unlike producers in our North-
ern States, we don’t have to con-
tend with brutally harsh winter
weather, and on those rare times
we do, thankfully it is not for
extended periods. Regardless of
whether you have a spring or a
fall calving schedule, the health
of a newborn calf begins with the
mother’s health, and the mother’s
health is largely dependent on the
producer.

To ensure a healthy offspring, a
heifer or cow should have enough
body reserves herself to support
lactation and to develop colostrum
in sufficient quantities. Colostrum
is the “first milk” or “golden milk”
that the heifer or cow produces im-
mediately after calving, and when
tested, is shows a different com-
position than the milk produced
in later days.

The placenta in bovine is
unique, as it stops maternal and
fetal blood supplies from mix-
ing. Due to this “separation,”
newborn calves are not born with
a completely developed immune
system. Instead, they depend on
the colostrum from the dam to
basically “borrow” her immune
system until their own develops.

Under ideal circumstances
colostrum is more nutrient dense
than the milk produced later, and it
contains antibodies that are known
to be essential for the health of the
calf. These high concentrations of
antibodies act to prevent illness
and fight pathogens. Colostrum
also provides an abundance of
proteins, lipids, vitamins, and min-
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erals, allowing the calf to get the
start it needs for healthy growth
and development. This process
is known as transferring passive
immunity and provides antibodies
called immunoglobulins.

Bovine colostrum contains
3 types of Immunoglobulin; A
(IgA), G (IgG), and M (IgM).
Of these three types, IgG is over
85% of the total immunoglobulin
concentration found in colostrum.
Of note, the gut of a calf can only
absorb IgG in the first 24 hours of
life. Consumption of colostrum
during the first four to six hours is
the ideal, because the cells in the
lining of a calf’s gut are primed
to easily and quickly absorb IgG
at birth. This gut absorptive abil-
ity will start to decline around 12
hours, and ends at around 24 hours
following birth.

The consumption of adequate
levels of colostrum early in life is
associated with improved surviv-
ability, disease resistance, and
growth rate to weaning. Colostro-
genesis, the prepartum transfer of
immunoglobulins from maternal

circulation into mammary secre-
tions in cattle, is known to start
six to eight weeks prior to birth
of the calf. As an example, given
the breeding and gestation period
for our herds, this process starts
around the early part of November
for our heifers, and in the early
part of December for the mature
cow herd.

Obviously the producer is not
without a role in the process. We
wean calves in late October/early
November, processing the calves
with a second round of vaccina-
tions, and administering vaccines
for their dams as well. Timely vac-
cinations provide more antibodies
circulating in the cow’s blood,
resulting in a higher antibody level
in the colostrum and an increased
antibody load available for the
calf. It takes about four weeks
for the vaccine-induced antibod-
ies to be as high as possible in
the cow before colostrogenesis,
or colostrum production begins.
This timing plan sets the stage
for allowing our herds to develop
colostrum with desirable antibody

levels.

In addition to timely vaccines,
the heifer/cow herd should have
an optimum Body Condition
Score (BCS) by the start of calv-
ing season.

Prepartum nutrition significant-
ly impacts colostrum production,
changing both the amount and
quality. In the late summer if it’s
been dry and droughty such as we
experienced in this past year, we
will already be putting out hay and
ensuring mineral supplements are
easily at hand, and this continues
into the Fall. We are supplement-
ing to ensure that adequate levels
of mineral, metabolizable energy
(ME) in the form of carbs and fat,
and protein requirements are met.
At this time of year the natural
forage nutrient value is in decline,
so supplementation needs will be
increasing.

Remember, it is more efficient
to condition dry cows than lactat-
ing cows. A target or optimum
BCS for mature cows is 5-5.5,
while heifers should be at 5.5 to 6
by the start of calving. Research
has shown that calves born to a
heifer with a BCS of 5-6 stood
faster and had increased levels
of IgG compared to calves born
to heifers with a BCS of 3-4.
A healthy cow with a BCS of 5
should produce approximately 95
g of IgG per liter of colostrum.
Knowing the needs of your spe-
cific herd is critical, because over-
feeding can be as detrimental as
underfeeding regarding the quality
of colostrum produced.

Other factors affecting colos-
trum output and quality include
parity (number of times a cow has
given birth), breed, seasonality,
and temperature-humidity index
(THI). Older cows, or cows that
have given birth multiple times
(multiparous) regularly produce
more colostrum with higher 1gG

continued on page 39
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A calves ability to nurse in the first 24 hours to receive colostrum is critical. (Photo courtesy of Martha Crump)

levels than heifers or younger
cows. They also have had more
exposure to the diseases for their
particular herd, and/or may have
had more pathogen-specific vac-
cines. Researchers have found that
their calves will have higher levels
of pathogen-specific antibodies
compared to those born to heifers.
Breed and genetics will determine
milk quality and quantity as well,
and although beef cattle producers
aren’t in the dairy business, we do
want Mamas that give good milk.

There is considerable variation
from genetics and breed type, but
the average beef cow produces
about 1 % gallons of milk per day
during a lactation. Approximately
60-75 percent of the total milk
produced will be in the first 60
days following calving.

Colostrum yield will also fluc-
tuate with the seasons. Yields peak
in June, and will fall dramatically
by December across breeds and
geographical areas. Another fac-
tor is the Temperature-Humidity
Index (THI). High THI levels
just prior to calving may degrade
colostrum quality and reduce IgG
levels.

In a perfect world, calves are
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born with no need for intervention.
But, just in case that’s not the case,
then what needs to happen? If the
calf is too weak to stand, or has
experienced a difficult birth, this
can negatively impact their ability
to suckle. Or if the damn abandons
the calf, or simply refuses to let
the calf nurse, then intervention
becomes necessary.

The very best option is to feed
colostrum from the damn herself.
This means having the ability to
pen and hold the heifer/cow and
help the calf to safely nurse, or to
milk the dam and bottle feed the
colostrum to the calf. If collecting
colostrum is not an option, then a
colostrum replacer should be fed.

Please be aware that there is a
difference between a colostrum
“replacer” and a colostrum “sup-
plement”. A colostrum replacer is
meant to fully replace colostrum
from the dam, and will contain
more than 100 g of IgG per dose
as well as the protein, fat, vita-
mins, and minerals necessary for
the calf’s first meal. A colostrum
supplement not only has lower
levels of 1gG per dose, it will not
contain additional nutrients.

It is recommended that new-

born calves should receive 5% of
their body weight in colostrum,
which typically amounts to about
two quarts.

Another important consider-
ation is to warm up a wet or cold
calf before handfeeding colos-
trum. In our rush to take care of a
new baby having a rough start, the
thought process is often “Oh let’s
hurry and get some good warm
stuff in this baby’s stomach and
that will help!” Because a calf’s
gut is not as motile when they are
cold, it can negatively affect how
the nutrients and immunoglobu-
lins in colostrum are absorbed.
First warm the calf up a bit, then
feed the warm colostrum replacer.
If a calf lacks the vigor to nurse,
then tubing will be required.

Fortunately research has shown
that there is minimal difference in
IgG absorption when comparing
nipple feeding versus esophageal
tube feeding.

Again, tube feeding can cer-
tainly utilize colostrum obtained
directly from the dam, or if that is
not possible, then feeding should
be in the form of a replacer, not a
supplement. From the prepartum
environment to the time of colos-
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trum consumption, the biggest
factor in increasing colostrum
production is management. From
vaccination schedules, to nutri-
tion, through breeding and into
calving, good producers have
good herds due to good manage-
ment practices. It’s as simple, or
complicated, as that. Also, have a
good relationship with your local
vet, and keep his/her number on
speed dial just in case! Heifers...
enough said.

The Wichita Falls Area Cattle-
Women gathered for their annual
Christmas Social with spouses and
friends. It was held at the Loft in
Wichita Falls on December 5th,
and celebrated the installation of
new officers for 2025.

The incoming President is
Irene Henry, Vice President, Rossi
Smith, Secretary, Julie Swanda,
Treasurer, Kathy Smyers, & Im-
mediate Past President, Debbie
Gill.

Installation of officers was
conducted by Linda Thorman,
WFACW member, 2025 Tex-
as CattleWomen President, and
ANCW Region IV Director.
Vickie Moser was honored as the
Outstanding Member for 2024 due
to her unwavering commitment to
serve in any and all capacities. Nu-
merous WFACW legacy members
were able to attend as well. The
next meeting of the WFACW or-
ganization will be on Jan. 21 at the
Forum in Wichita Falls, Texas at
11:30 a.m. Members attending the
midday meeting are encouraged to
bring their lunch and enjoy eating
and visiting. WFACW member-
ship recruitment is ongoing. As
a reminder, anyone is eligible to
join the CattleWomen’s organi-
zation. You do not have to own
cattle. If you are a supporter of
the Ag industry, then we might be
an organization that you would
enjoy. Please consider joining us
for a meeting (always on the third
Tuesday of the month) to get an
idea of how our involvement en-
compasses not only our local area,
but extends into State, Regional,
and National efforts as well. ¢,
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T&S IMPROVE YOUR
vl PROFIT POTENTIAL

* Feeding America’s livestock
since 1979

* Flat conveyor chain won't
breakup cubes

* Adjustable flow gate - Feed
from 2-8 Ibs per pile or steady
trail, whichever you choose.

* Counter inside truck counts
feed

» Heavy duty steel construction

Trip Hopper
Range Cattle Feeder

Constant speed,
constant duty motor,
Chain and sprocket drive
Worlds Best as tested by
ranchers, ask anybody!

2900 Henry S. Grace Fwy.

Dealer Inquiries Welcome Wichita Falls, TX
Jermyn, TX 76459 940-687-2726
940.342.2005 » www.tsfeeders.com [Www.ascoeq.com

NEW YEAR. NEW NAME.
SAME UNBEATABLE SERVICE.

WE ARE PROUD TO INTRODUCE

Paralle/®

For more than 30 years, we have serviced
the agricultural communities of Oklahoma,
Texas, and beyond. Today, as Parallel Ag,
we continue our commitment our customers
and patrons. With expanded coverage and
resources, we look forward to working with
you and upholding our industry-leading 24/7
parts and service guarantee.

"’rﬂ"‘l"‘""

Huaﬁ-‘u

HESSTON' : Now serving 13 locations across 7 states
e [www.paralleliG.con

— e Y
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WHEN YOU BREAK THE AWFUL TRUTH TO YOUR
HIRED HELP.
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Resolve To

By Lisa Rodgers

Making resolutions is an expected activity each new year. (Courtesy Photo)

Resolve to lose weight, save
money, read more. Become more
reflective in 2025 and resolve to
practice gratitude, be more pres-
ent or increase your emotional
intelligence.

All common, attention- worthy
suggestions and potentially life-
changing New Year’s resolutions.

There are plenty of articles and
material on how to set an inten-
tional goal and steps to make it
attainable, especially this time of
the year.

The main takeaways are disci-
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pline must take effect when moti-
vation wanes, the goal should be
meaningful, break the goal down
into steps and create a strategy.
If that seems like a lot of work,
maybe reflect on the goal and
make sure it is worth your effort.
New Year’s resolutions are
exciting and motivating for some.
The beginning of the year might
as well be the dawn of a new era.
Goals are set with intention,
plans are made, and at some point,
results are achieved.
There is something admirable

about the discipline that goes with
setting a New Year’s resolution
and being in the minority of those
who actually follow through and
keep their resolutions.

Even those who do not com-
pletely follow through with their
resolutions should be admired.

They earn this admiration be-
cause they have enough introspect
and hope to at least set a goal and
hopefully give themselves grace
when that goal is not reached
within their ideal timeline.

I have spent the last few months

really working on my viewpoints
and habits. When I look back on
where I started, on where I am
today and my goals of where I
want to be, I have basically given
myself a resolution.

My journey just happened to
begin before Jan. 1, 2025.

Perhaps if I take baby steps
into this New Year’s resolution
phenomena in 2025 by choosing
to build upon what I have already
started, I might just get the hang
of this whole New Year’s resolu-
tion thing. (7,
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Get th ] lay o/the land
before you lay any
.

The open skies, natural countryside, and clean air recharges your mind
and spirit. It's safe to say, the rural lifestyle is the kind of living we were
meant to live. So, if you're looking to purchase that perfect piece of land,
we're here for you with the knowledge and guidance you need. That's in
addition to financing that comes with flexible terms and competitive
rates. Let us be your trusted advisor so you can begin living the lifestyle
you've always dreamed. To learn more, visit CapitalFarmCredit.com.
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Lonestar Open Auctioneer
Championships

By Texas Auctioneers

Join us for the Lone Star Open
(LSO) Auctioneer Championship,
set to take place on Sunday, Feb.
2, alongside the Fort Worth Stock
Show and Rodeo (FWSSR).

This exciting event will fea-
ture a $20,000 prize for the grand
champion auctioneer, as well as
insightful presentations on the
auction method of marketing
and the dynamic auctioneering
profession.

Now in its eighth year, the LSO
is an open contest that attracts
auctioneers of all ages from across
the nation.

Competitors will participate in
a preliminary round, culminating
in a finals round with the top five

contestants.

“If you’re curious about the
auctioneering profession or con-
sidering an auction yourself, come
see us. The Texas Auctioneers
Association (TAA), sponsor of
this event, will have members
available to discuss all aspects of
the business,” said Troy Robinett,
TAA officer and co-founder of the
LSO Championship.

The contest begins at 4:30 p.m.
in the Roundup Inn at FWSSR,
and admission to the Stock Show
includes entry to this event.

Attendees can also register to
bid on more than 100 items offered
by contestants and the TAA.

For more details, visit texas-

auctioneers.org and join us at the
FWSSR for a lively competition
among auctioneers specializing in
cars, cattle, estates, benefits, and
more—all vying for the $20,000
prize and championship title!
The Lone Star Open (LSO)
Auctioneer Championship annu-
ally awards a full-tuition scholar-
ship to a young person aspiring
to attend auctioneer school. This
scholarship covers all tuition costs
at the recipient’s school of choice,
offering a launchpad into the dy-
namic field of auctioneering.
Eligible applicants must be
either high school seniors, under-
graduates, or graduate students
enrolled at an accredited college,

university, or technical school.
Applications are due by Jan. 15,
2025, and full details can be found
under the LSO tab at www.texas-

The scholarship recipient will
be announced at the upcoming
Lone Star Open on Sunday, Feb. 2,
at the Roundup Inn on the grounds
of the Fort Worth Stock Show &
Rodeo. The event will showcase
25 top auctioneers from across
the U.S. competing for a $20,000
grand prize, along with a custom
saddle, buckle, and the distin-
guished LSO title. The public is
invited to attend, enjoy the spirited
bidding, and purchase from over
100 items on offer. ()

Auctioneers play an important, but often overlooked, role in the cattle industry, making cattle sales possible. (Courtesy photo)

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM]
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Bob Wills Music- It’s A Global Thmg

Bob Wills Music, it’s a global
thing! The 2024 Birthplace Of
Western Swing Music Festival
held annually in Fort Worth ,

Texas is officially in the his-
tory books. This fantastic festival
celebrated 93 years of Western
Swing and this years’ show will
be a hard one to beat.

Each year festival creator Mike
Markwardt features the top in
Western Swing entertainers from
across the country. This year Mike
featured a new and fairly unknow
nact from Rome, Italy. You read it
right, Rome, Italy.

Mary Lee and Caesars Cow-
boys brought down the house
with their spot on renditions of

WESTERN

SWING

music by Bob Wills. Mary Lee’s
impeccable vocals along with her
Texas style fiddling left hard core
Texas Western Swing fans in awe.
Her band along with steel guitarist
Flavio Pasquetto laid down a hard
swinging groove that filled the
dance floor.

It’s hard to believe that the
music of a young fiddler from
Turkey, Texas named Bob Wills,
is still bringing joy to the world
almost a century later.

Long live Bob Wills.....
global thing.

Listen to Dave Alexander’s
Radio Show-

Big Texas Country and Western
Swing Show 7,

It’s a

Dave Alexander and Mary Lee pose together.

Mary Lee & Caesar’s Cowboys came from Rome, ltaly to compete in the Birthplace of Western Swing Music Festival. (Photos courtesy of Dave
Alexander)
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Preparing Spring Gardens

By Hannah Claxton, Editor

The North Texas area is located
within USDA Hardiness zones
seven and eight. The zones are
categorized by predicted low tem-
peratures for winter and timing of
the first and last frosts.

Zone seven usually has win-
ter low temps between 0 and 10
degrees F with the average date
of the first frost falling between
Oct. 29 and Nov. 15 and the aver-
age date of the last frost falling
between March 22 and April 3.

Overall, these two zones have
similar climates and growing
conditions, making the options for
timing and variety within a garden
very similar.

In these zones, cool-season

crops should go in the ground in
March, meaning that soil prepara-
tion should start now.

Preparing the soil is easier if
the ground is already set up from
aprevious garden, but the first step
still starts with removing grass,
rocks, and debris.

Once the soil is cleared, it
needs to be loosened. Using a
spade to twist and move the dirt al-
lows the roots to move through the
soil easier and reach down to more
nutrient-dense depths. Loosening
soil 8-12 inches is ideal.

The primary reason behind
beginning preparations now is
to have time to compost. Adding
compost feeds the soil, but also

increases drainage, creates oxygen
sources, and anchors plant roots.
Placing two to three inches of
compost on top of your garden
and then mixing it through is the
best way to ensure the even spread
of nutrients.

Come March, cool-season
crops can go in the ground, while
warm-season crops can be started
indoors. In April, follow with
root crops. Once the last frost has
fallen, transplant warm-season
crops outdoors.

In May, herbs, warm-season
annuals, tuberous perennials, and
companion plants can be planted.
In June, many of the cool season
plants will be ready for harvest,

and a second round of warm-
season plants can be planted in
their place.

Shrubs such as hydrangeas,
azaleas, rhododendrons, and box-
woods grow well in these zones.

Herbs like lavender, rosemary,
thyme, and oregano will thrive.
Perennial plants such as daylil-
ies, irises, coneflowers, asters,
peonies, roses, hibiscus, bee balm,
salvia, and yarrow do well.

Vegetables such as broccoli,
carrots, cabbage, spinach, let-
tuce, peas, radishes, and beets are
particularly suited for the region.

All in all, it is good prepara-
tion now that leads to plentiful
harvests.

North Texas Farm & Ranch magazine ‘

is in search for contributor content writers! = <
If interested, please email a sample writing to:
Hannah Claxton: editor@ntfronline.com
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Being A Woman In The Outdoor
Industry

By Emily Gleason

The outdoor, hunting, and
fishing industries have long been
perceived traditionally as a male-
dominated realm. However, as
societal norms shift, the experi-
ences of women in these industries
have been increasingly coming to
the forefront.

Being a woman in the outdoor
industry today is a complex blend
of passion, perseverance, and
community, marked by both chal-
lenges and triumphs.

Women who hunt or engage
in outdoor activities frequently
find themselves confronting pre-
conceived notions about their
capabilities and interests.

Many of us have experienced
skepticism or outright disbelief
when we express our enthusiasm
for hunting or other outdoor ac-
tivities.

Despite these stereotypes,
women are increasingly challeng-
ing and redefining what it means
to be involved in these activities.
Female hunters and outdoor en-
thusiasts are not only participating
but excelling in such skills.

They contribute unique per-
spectives and insights to the hunt-
ing community, showcasing that
passion for the outdoors knows
no gender.

Personally, one of the most
rewarding aspects of being a
woman in the outdoor industry
is the sense of community that I
have seen develop among female
hunters and anglers.

Over the past few years, nu-
merous organizations and net-
works have emerged, dedicated to
supporting women in these spaces.

There are now many online
platforms and pages for women
to connect, share experiences,
and learn from one another. These
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communities foster a sense of be-
longing, helping women navigate
the often intimidating world of
outdoor activities.

Through all-female hunting
trips, all-female social media
groups and pages, etc. women are
finding solidarity and empower-
ment among their peers.

These gatherings are not just
about learning skills; they are also
about celebrating shared passions
and creating a supportive envi-
ronment where women can ask
questions, learn the industry, and
be themselves!

The camaraderie built in these
spaces often leads to lifelong
friendships and collaborations,
reinforcing the idea that the out-
door industry can be inclusive and
welcoming.

While the outdoor community
is growing and evolving, women
in the industry still face significant
challenges.

One of the most pressing is-
sues is the lack of representation
in leadership roles within hunting
organizations and outdoor brands.

Despite the growing number of
women participating in these ac-
tivities, many leadership positions
remain predominantly occupied by
men. This dynamic can perpetuate
acycle where women’s voices and
perspectives are underrepresented
in decision-making processes, in-
cluding product development and
marketing strategies.

Additionally, the outdoor ap-
parel industry has historically
catered to men, leaving women
with limited options when it
comes to equipment and apparel.
Many women, myself included,
have reported frustrations over
ill-fitting gear and clothing that
does not account for our specific

Gleason goes by the handle @the.camo.cowgirl to share about her
adventures as a woman in the outdoors.

needs. However, as the demand for
women’s gear increases, brands
are beginning to respond.Compa-
nies are starting to recognize that
female consumers are a significant
market and are starting to develop
products tailored to women’s pref-

erences and requirements.
Despite the challenges, wom-
en in the outdoor industry are
becoming powerful advocates
for change. Myself and others
are using our platforms to push
continued on page 49
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Hunting and conservation go hand-in-hand and Gleason is proud to demonstrate that. (Photos courtesy of
Emily Gleason)

for change. Myself and others
are using our platforms to push
for greater representation and
inclusivity.

We are challenging outdated
perceptions by sharing our stories
on social media, showcasing our
skills, and highlighting the impor-
tance of conservation and ethical
hunting practices.

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM]

This visibility helps to dis-
mantle stereotypes and encourages
more women to enter these fields.

Moreover, women are increas-
ingly involved in conservation ef-
forts, recognizing that responsible
hunting and outdoor activities are
integral to environmental stew-
ardship.

Something that I am very pas-

sionate about is advocating for
sustainable practices and engaging
in initiatives that promote wildlife
conservation.

This dual role as a hunter and
conservationist allows us to con-
tribute positively to the ecosystem
while redefining the narrative
around hunting as a male-centric
activity.

I'am proud to see a bright future
for women in the outdoor industry.

As more of us embrace our
passion for the outdoors and take
on leadership roles, the industry
is poised for significant transfor-
mation.

Brands are beginning to pri-
oritize diversity in marketing
campaigns, showcasing women
in various outdoor pursuits and
highlighting their contributions to
the community.

Furthermore, the rise of female
role models in the outdoor space
is inspiring the next generation
of female hunters and outdoor
enthusiasts.

Young girls who see women
actively participating in these
activities are more likely to envi-
sion themselves in similar roles,
fostering a new wave offemale
adventurers.

Being a woman in the outdoor
industry has been and will con-
tinue to be a journey filled with
challenges and triumphs.

While the landscape is evolv-
ing, there is still work to be done
to ensure that women are fully
represented and respected in these
spaces.

The growing sense of commu-
nity, advocacy for inclusivity, and
the increasing visibility of female
role models are all promising signs
of progress.

As we continue to break barri-
ers and redefine what it means to
be a part of the outdoor industry,
we are not only enriching our
own experiences but also paving
the way for future generations to
explore the great outdoors with
confidence and passion.

Emily Gleason is a North Texas
resident residing in Fort Worth.
She is a content creator, social
media manager, and published
model who shares her outdoor
adventures on social media under
the handle @the.camo.cowgirl. To
learn more about Emily and her
advocacy for conservation and
women in the outdoors, follow
along on social media. (3,
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The Unplugged salvia group is
growing to four in 2025 and it can
be your start to an epic red, white
and blue garden.

There is also an Unplugged
Pink that has 26 awards in the
trophy case. Unplugged So Blue
and Unplugged Pink have won
a whopping 63 awards in what
seems to be just a couple of years.
Plus, what I am seeing in my own
garden makes me think the new
Unplugged Red and Unplugged
White will be winning some
hardware too!

The unplugged salvias give
The Garden Guy a lot to talk
about. Truth be known, I wanted
to title this column Unpacking
the Unpluggeds. Microsoft Word
has already redlined that but I’ll
persist and see if the bevy of
editorsalong the way to a pub-
lished column take exception.
The unpacking should be fun if I
do it right.

Unplugged So Blue salvia was
the first and has been outstand-
ing with 37 awards. Botanically
speaking it is a Salvia farinacea,
commonly called a mealycup
sage. Gosh I hate that common
name. I suppose it is because
I always look at things from a
marketing standpoint. If you think
about it winning a quick 37 awards
when there are so many named
varieties in the marketplace it is
amazing. I wrote a column on
this a couple of years ago giving
my take that the name Unplugged
was suggesting unplugging from

I

By Norman Winter | Horticulturist, Author, Speaker

Unplugged Salvia

all our electronics and gardening
with this great salvia. Shoot, [ am
really clueless why Proven Winner
chose that name.

The second in the group was
Unplugged Pink. This caused
great concern among those of
us with white in the hair for one
huge reason and that being that
it looks for all the world to be a
Salvia guaranitica hybrid, com-
monly called anise sage. Proven
Winners tags it as a Salvia hybrid,
which of course is true but even if
your humble horticulturist turned
garden writer hasn’t been able
to find the parentage. The bigger
question is can you have different
species in the Unplugged group,
but I digress.

If that made the old-timers cra-
zy, the third and newest member
of the group, Unplugged Red, sent
us over the cliff. Unplugged Red
will debut in 2025 and is a flam-
ing Salvia coccinea. The common
names of this species are blood
sage, scarlet sage and Indian fire.
So now that gives the Unplugged
group three species. Unplugged
Red is so drop dead gorgeous all
I can say is welcome to the group.

The fourth member also mak-
ing its debut in 2025 is Unplugged
White. Like Unplugged So Blue it
is a Salvia farinacea or mealycup
sage. | took notice of a Perfect
Score in Penn State Trials so I
would expect this will be an award
winner too when all the data is
tabulated.

Besides being award winning

salvias, they are just the right
garden size, 24-30 inches tall.
This also opens the door for use
as the thriller in mixed containers.
Unplugged So Blue.

White and Red all have DNA
from the southern United States
while Unplugged Pink presumably
has DNA from South America.

All of these have no problem
being perennial in my zone 8
Georgia garden and most certainly
worth every penny as an annual.
As far as encouraging a spring
return, fertile well-drained soil
is the key. Bees, butterflies and
hummingbirds will be an added

reward in addition to their beau-
tiful blooms, no matter whether
grown as an annual or perennial.

So, should Proven Winners
read this column, here is The
Garden Guy’s next wish. Get the
gardening world a compact, mild-
mannered Salvia uliginosa, and
call it Unplugged Sky Blue. This
will give us four of the greatest
species on the planet. The Un-
plugged salvias deserve a spot in
your garden for 2025.

Follow me on Facebook @
NormanWinterTheGardenGuy
for more photos and garden in-
spiration. ¢,

Unplugged So Blue salvia was the first in the Unplugged
group and has won 37 awards. Here it is seen with Heat it
Up Yellow gaillardia or blanket flower. (Photo courtesy of Norman Winter)
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SERVICES

CALL 940-872-5922 TO PLACE YOURS

CHAD SERVICES

* Fencing * Rock Drilling

* Skid Steer * Welding

* Post Driving * Custom Entryways
Foundation Pier Drilling

940-284-4690

940-592-5861

u‘ff.

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL
ROLL OFF C DUMPSTERS |

=62 b9 290

www.affordablefencing.net

ROLL OFF SOLUTIONS

940-531-8150
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M&M Traller Service, LLC

Authorized dealer for Shelby Trailer Flooring

: sAlternative to Wood!
. eStanding X-Lug Cleated Pattern
#Custom Cut to Length
oWill NEVER Rot
™  «100% Recycled Material

SUS
TRAILER FLOORIN®

280-658-6510

166494 Heffington Rd., Marlow, OK

Call When Quality Counts!

940-627-6868

&~ FM 51 South (5 miles south of Decatur). | &

BUDGET
Septic
System INC.

Reynolds Family Business
Roy & Cindy

QUALITY BUILT IN TEXAS \,

ALL OF NORTH TEXAS

940-247-2526 (office)
817-366-7990 (cell)

lenroydonbuilders@gmail.com

ﬂllllﬁll!l & Iienalrs o FREE Eslmates

940.133.8809

Oscar Aerial Spraying
940-704-9682

Wittt « Bruny « Cacrus =« WiieAaTY
Licgune/Dry APrticATioN

Carris PenmimnG

Hoa/Covore ERADICATION
Losc Lenve Wonrs
Apvarcep Heucorter TRAINING

Deen Sustveys =

BEAVERS

DOZER & LAND MANAGEMENT LLG

i 174

Fence Line Clearing * Brush Clearing + Grubbing
House Pads + Roads + Pond Clean Out * Recreation Lakes
Wildlife & Land Improvements * Prescribed Burning
Prescribed Burn Planning * Fire Line Construction
Wildlife Food Plots » Wildfire Slnlctur' Protection Plan
Licensed Texas Certified Pr ibed Burn M

(insured & Ilonéﬂl]
sebeavers @

WWW.BEAVERSDOZEHRSERVICE.COM

BENSON
&

HOUSTON

A Professional Limited Liability Company
Founded by C.H. Mauntel - 1898
Dal Houston | Attorney
615 Barnes | PO Box 488
Alva, Oklahoma 73717 (USA)
580.327.1197 | 580.327.1199 (Fax)
dal@bensonhouston.com

Mike Otto « 940-736-5333
1.800.882.DIRT (3418)
www.ottosdirtservice.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

CALL 94D-872-5922 TO PLACE YOURS

FOR LEASE

FOR LEASE-Grandfield Oklahoma annual or
seasonal leases, all game three tracts 400 acres
cultivated and pasture: trophy deer, duck, geese,
dove, quail, sandhill crane, hogs. Call Justin
817-913-4783. 10pd

FOR SALE

FOR SALE-Good coastal hay fertilized small
square and 5x6 round bales. Crumpler Brothers
Hay. Don, 940-867-2826, Craig, 940-867-

2826. 10pd

FOR SALE-Bulk certified cleaned seed
wheat (SY Tazoe, Bob Dole, AP Prolific,
AP Roadrunner) Muleshoe Ag Service in
Henrietta, TX. Jimmy 940-733-8861. 11pd

LIVESTOCK

SN CAARDLAL

Josh Swint |
TR

24 MONTH OLD ANGUS BULLS-
Fertility tested. Bred for low birth weight and
hig wiening weight, $2500. Also 1 year old
Angus Bull, $2850. Roger Angus, lowa Park,
TX. 940-636-0646.

11-02pd

FOR SALE-4x5 round bales. $70 each. Call
940-627-2638. 10pd

YOUR AD COULD GO HERE-email
kathy@postoakmedia.net.

Where REAL Cattlermen Shop

HUGE SELECTION OF CATTLE
EQUIPMENT AND HAY
TRAILERS — GoBob is the Largest
Independent Cattle Equipement
Dealer in America with top brands
like: Arrowquip, Pearson, Cowco,
Lakeside, Cattle Flow and Red
Rhino. CALL TODAY! 1-844-
284-4208 or check us out online at
GoBobRanch.con .
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777 CHAROLAIS RANCH - Bulls for sale

Large selection of Commander bloodline.
Also large round hay bales for sale.

Call Jim Lemons 580-276-8052 or

Bud Lemons 580-276-7534.

REAL ESTATE

ESTATE BUY OUT-quick cash for real
estate antiques, equipment and livestock. We
pay closing costs. Call Josh 940-841-0180 or
Sue Swint 940-841-2328.

05-12cts

5189 CARPENTER ROAD, NOCONA
TX-Situated only minutes from popular Lake
Nocona - this 84 acre ranch house sits on
a hill nestled in mature post oak trees with
great views. Property is cross fenced for attle
grazing with ponds located in each pasture.
This 4-bedroom, 2 bath home has been well
maintained since construction. Property has
access on two sides. Lots of wildlife. Attached
to the home is a heated and cooled sun porch
that’s perfect for relaxing and entertaining.
Red River Realty, 301 W Hwy. 82, Nocona,
TX 76255, 940-825-7000. Broker, Don Miller,
License #0236855. Visit www.REDRIVER-
[REALTY.COMltoday for full listings available.

SERVICES

AL SALINAS FENCING-all types of
fencing, braces, gates, cattle guards, livestock
shelters, carports, pre-made braces, Apollo
Gate Openers. 940-577-0878. alsalinasfencing.
com. 12cts

BUYING-horses, ponies, sheep, cattle, goats,
all classes of livestock, flatbeds and semi
trailers. Also guns. Call or text 940-224-1470.
Pay cash.

M HERS/AGSERVIGESTEL
800 E. Olive, Holliday, TX 76366
Lo ug s caps of all puue feediitzar, suryfing and Finilng nssds,
. Fertilizer Sales and Application
Herbicide/Pesticide

WE BUY USED WINDMILLS-in any
condition. We also have new and used parts
available.Give us a call, 940-894-3172.

pd
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Sun Bleached Pony

By Jelly Cocanougher

She’s learning how and what it means to be a good horse. She’s full of charm, spending
her day exploring and reveling in the simple pleasures of nature. She has a spark of curios-
ity and wonder, simultaneously gentling her mom from the unruly brood she is. She’s a sun
bleached pony, wild and full of fire. Her hooves pounded across the soft earth, eyes twinkling
with mischief and a draw for life.(7
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A COMPLETE LINE OF QUALITY FEEDS

WN DEPEND ON

& V

Find a dealer near you, www.bryantgrain.com
m “ ARCHER PARKER WICHITA
Holliday Feed Aledo Feed & Supply Berend Brothers
< = Horseman’s Supply The Feed & Garden Store
u CLAY Pilgrim Farm & Ranch
x d 4-Corners Grocery & Station Rhodes & Sons Hay & Feed WISE
< COOKE NRS-Springtown NRS-Decatur
u Smith Feed Store Teskey’s NRS-Bridgeport
h hded 00
= Krum Farm & Feed Supply TARRANT
Ponder Feed Alejandro Feed Store YOUNG
= Johnson Feed - Lewisville Meza & Sons J&N Feed & Seed
Pilot Point Feed Jimenez Western Wear Berend Brothers
h Discount Feed & More
z JACK Handley Feed Store
= H Brand Feed Crossroads Drive-In
= Red Barn Feed
: MONTAGUE Turkey Mountain wilitiee, e
c Berend Brothers Marshall Grain @ @
z c Saint Jo Farm & Ranch PR ORMANCE WIRERALS m!v

ryant

» Grain Company. inc. - 300 N Front St. - Aledo, TX76008 - 800-441-9782 - info@bryantgrain.com
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www.bryantgrain.com

WHERE WESTERN TRADITION MEETS REAL ESTATE EXPERTISE

With over four decades,of experience, Bobby Norris sets the standard in farm and ranch real estate,
specializing in properties across Texas and Oklahoma. Since 2000, Bobby and his dedicated team of agents
have successfully representedrover $100 million in transactions, excelling in water righs, 1031 exchanges,

livestock, equestrian operations, cattle ranches, hunting grounds, and property development.

Join the Bobby Norris,team—where tradition, expertise, and a deep connection to the land drive exceptional results.
Trust the name that understands the land as deeply as you do—Bobby,Norris Farm and Ranch Real Estate.

BOEBYT HORRIY

PREFERRED PROPERTIES

FARM & RANCH RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL

5240 Camp Bowie Blvd., Fort Worth, TX 76107 1 '817.626.2000 1 www.BobbyNorris.com @ @ MLS



www.bobbynorris.com

