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MEGARGEL, TX
5+- to 30+- acres This is an ideal location for a commercial park or a start
up company location. Located on the only state hwy in the immediate area.

Between two municipalities. Great investment potential. additional acreage
available. Bobby Norris- $2,943,000

MEGARGEL, TX
Furnished 3,360sf not including spacious upstairs foamed loft storage. 3 bed
2 bath office, gym, game room, open kitchen & island laundry room. built in
storm shelter.3 car covered drive thru parking.2,400 sft foamed equipment
building & 600 sft cabin with full bath kitchen, laundry room with washer/dryer
hookup, pipe cattle pens, head shutte, cattle guards, loafing sheds. Master,
his/her walk-in closets. Powered custom blinds, vaulted ceilings. Easy access
to covered parking. Heated bath floor dual shower heads,6x6 shower, drop-in
bathtub. Kohler fixtures sealed natural concrete, mood lighting. Kitchen, Viking
48 in side-by-side fridge, 36 in Tuscany Range dual fuel custom soft close
cabinets, crown molding, 7x4 island, granite countertops. Foamed all areas
of home, equipment building barn, loft. Spacious Gameroom. Custom Crown
molding. Fireplace. Lennox Heat pumps. Private gates, custom work stone
entrance 3 tanks. Automatic Non freeze waterer. Bobby Norris- $2,995,000
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© Regional Director/Agent, Licensed in TX

® Bobby@HaydenfOutdoors.com]
0 817.291.0759
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CLEBURNE, TX

A must see property not even a quarter mile from 1-35. Property backs up to a
new commercial business park. Huge commercial development potential within
the Burleson city limits. A tremendous buy and hold property or get started right
away. With rolling terrain and elevations this property is filled with hardwoods as

well. Location at its best!! Bobby Norris - $1,850,000

SPRINGTOWN, TX
This winter view comes to life in the spring. The fence
line along the road Is filled with plums and mustang
grapevines. There are a varlely of rees including oak,
elm, cedar, Mesquite and mulberry. The open field
on the western portion was graded with connecting
properties in the 80's giving many years for the soll to
have sefiled, helping prevent heavy washout common
with Texas storms and keeping it fairly level. Deer and
other wildlife frequent this patch of land, making it a
beautiful spot tor a home or getaway with large open
fields around iL. Bobby Norris- $159,000

GRANDVIEW, TX
Country living! This house and 10 acres in the
country has so much oo

o avalable,
Bobby Norris- $410,000


www.outdoors.com

Red River Realty
940-825-7000

WWW.REDRIVER-REALTY.COM
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JERRY RAYMOND SHELBY FULLER

CLAYTON BROWN

301 W HWY 82, NOCONA, TX 7625
BROKER, DON MILLER,
LICENSE 0236855

CHANLER CORRELL

< *Ai:i:"roxim’a!é'i!on‘?'y )
Lines for Reference Only

2998 OLD BONITA RD | NOCONA, TEXAS

Just under 50 acres this property has it all. The 4BD/2BTH
home has been recently renovated to include granite
countertops, ceramic tile, new vinyl flooring and new

Whirlpool appliances. The property included a 5-stall barn

with water and electric and a 32X40 shop with electricity.

9 CLAY STREET - NOCO

Sitting right under 2 acres of prime real estate, this
location has highway 82 frontage as well as clay street and
willow street frontage, which gives the property great
access from the 3 main roads. The property includes a feed
store of 4,250 sqft, storage buildings and various covered
storage buildings. Also included on the property is a 60’
and 70" working truck scale.

14 Acres located just north of Saint Jo, Texas. only minutes
from downtown. Plenty of hardwoods for wildlife and
privacy for building your weekend home or permanent
residence. Great hunting and beautiful views!
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letter from the editor

Hello readers,
and welcome to the
May issue of North
Texas Farm & Ranch
magazine.

This month we honor
those brave men and
women who lost their
lives in service to our
country on May 27,
Memorial Day. I hope
as we gather with
family and friends we
take time to reflect on
the freedoms we share
and the sacrifices of
those brave souls. We thank all current duty military personnel and
veterans for your service.

As those who already subscribe to the NTFR e-sub know, we have
started sending out a news e-letter showcasing the great stories from
the magazine and website. Get the NTFR Roundup sent straight to
your inbox with the latest from the magazine and agriculture around
North Texas by visiting or scanning the QR code
below.

In this month’s profile, we bring you the future of agriculture, Texas
FFA State President Isaac Hawkins Jr. and Vice President Weston Parr.
These two share their journey through FFA and how they are using
this year of service to give back to a program that has given them so
much. Turn the pages to find out what to expect in the coming months

NTFR and Post Oak Media are not responsible for omissions or information that has
been misrepresented to the magazine. Advertisers and its agencies assume all liability
for advertising content. Reproduction in whole or part without written permission from
the publisher is prohibited. The views expressed by contributors do not necessarily
reflect those of the magazine or its employees.

on the ranch, learn more about what to look for when controlling
mesquite, discover a new delicious recipe in Lacey’s Pantry, and so
much more.

To subscribe by mail call 940-872-5922. Make sure to like our
Facebook page and follow us on Instagram and Twitter. Wishing

you all a very Happy May!

Dani Blackburn, Editor
editor@ntfronline.com
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Ag Elsewhere The City Girl Goes On the The Garden
Montana American Country Road Guy

Up in the state of  The American Western — Annette Bridges shares ~ UNT music students [t planting season
Montana, it is Weekend on March 8-9 the story of Frankie the were in awe by Texas and Superbena

branding season  was a weekend full of  bull and one of those Music icon, Lyle Lovett, Imperial Blue

again for those in the rodeo competition that ~ unfortunate days of  recently during his visit verbena has a

agricultural fans looked forward to being a cattle to the Denton campus new name, now
industry. the past 10 years. rancher. to share his music. Superbena Coball.
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; @Lgulk Bins e PDICES 1225 E. Scott Ave., Wichita Falls, TX

comcr KEITH: 214-232-3099 940-767-2071
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RU5TY s - WEIGH
SCALES & SERyIEE

Prevent shrinkage from not ‘
selling livestock at your
loading point

Invest in portable, reliable ' w Rustvsy T
Y DIVIDED : : \ Ly
IR cauipment that will Ll

maximize your returns

Contact us today to order
your set of heavy-duty,
accurate livestock scales

METTLER TOLEDO | 800-666-2802
Premier Distributor
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Protectmg every th1n from

overhead to wzoz‘é/z/ Z& j

Theresa lot of irons in the fire when you're a rancher, You need to manage your land, tend to the
herd and maintain their health and safety. And as a professional rancher, you understand, even as

good as you are, you sometimes need help. That's where we come in. We offer insurance coverage

that's customized to your needs to protect you, your herd and your operation. That way you can
focus on what's important...all those other irons. To learn more, visit CapitalFarmCredit.com.

*C_.-’\ PITAL

FARM CREDIT

Together we'e better: BOWIE
940.872.3150
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SOCIALIZING——

FACEBOOK WALL

@ North Texas Farm & Ranch

Nominations are now open for the National Golden Spur Award and the Ranching Hentage
Assodation (RHA) Working Cowboy Award.

READ MORE:

TWITTER FEED

@- NTFR Magazine

) Most farmers and ranchers know that agriculture Is a dangerous
occupation. According to United States Bureau of Statistics, workers
involved in agriculture, forestry, and fishing had the highest occupational

JOIN IN THE CONVERSATION ONLINE!

NTFRomnline,com.

Feel free to drop us a line at
, editor@ntfronline.com or share your comments
f on our social media pages. You might even
see your name in the next issue!

IMPROVE YOUR

PROFIT POTENTIAL

0

AGRONOMIC § DESIGN

' CASE Hi |

ORI S LB AN RN

2900 Henry S. Grace Fwy.
Wichita Falls, TX
940-687-2726
WWW.dSCOE I!ﬂ.“l

Prices subject to change

Weatherford
Truck Equipment

Gooseneck Hitch | Fifth Wheels | Flatbeds
Truck Accessories | Service Bodies
Fuel Tanks | Dump Body

7

Fold down Hitches & Stand Up Balls available

ﬂ.t =@ TRAILER

ATl HITCHES

817.594.2299 . ceii: 817.597.8150
2620 Ranger Hwy. Weatherford

Supplying Premium Truck Accessories & Equipment Since 1997!

MAY 20249
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PMEANWHILE BACK AT THE RANCRY™

By Rayford Pullen | rcpullen@yahoo.com

When May arrives, we start
thinking about weed control. With
two years of drought under our
belts, grass grazed short and hay
stocks depleted, what we do now
will influence our forage condi-
tions for the entire year. With 75
percent of our annual warm season
forages made by July 15 in North
Texas, we need to get the grass
growing while the sun shines.

Speaking of the sun shining,
the biggest deterrent to growing
lots of grass is restricted sunlight,
and the biggest sun blockers we
have are weeds.

Have you noticed weeds are
normally just slightly taller than
your grass and are probably block-
ing 90 percent of the sunlight
from reaching the grass itself? So
obviously, we need to improve
conditions, so sunlight reaches the
plants we want to grow.

With grass extremely short,
more sunlight is hitting the soil
surface now, which in turn results
in more weed seed germinating.
With the moisture we have re-
ceived, we expect an abundance
of weeds this year.

Weed control in pastures will
normally double the forage pro-
duction per acre. Of all the dollars
we spend, the biggest bang for
the buck comes from controlling
weeds, followed by fertilizer in
the case of introduced grass, like
coastal bermudagrass.

With this in mind, we want to
apply an herbicide as early in the
season as we can while also mak-
ing sure we get the target weeds
causing us the most problems.

Woolly croton, also known as
dove weed and goat weed, is one
of the later germinating weeds
along with cockleburs.

Finding the perfect time to
spray and deciding what to use
may involve working with your
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Of all the dollars we spend, the biggest bang for the buck comes from
controlling weeds, followed by fertilizer in the case of introduced grass
like coastal bermudagrass. (Photo courtesy Rayford Pullen)

county agent and herbicide sup-
plier. On our place, we normally
like to spray around May 10 since
we use a herbicide with very little
residual activity.

Some herbicides can have a
month or so of residual activity
and as such can be applied earlier,
if you are surrounded by suscep-
tible crops, such as cotton, roses,
and grapes.

As more homes sprout up in
your neighborhood, it is impera-
tive to be mindful of your sur-
roundings. Just keep in mind that
weed control will influence your
forage production more than any
other management practice.

Bulls are turned out, calves are
worked and we are making plans
to either bale hay or purchase it. If
you still have cows that have not

calved, they need to be identified
and tested to make sure they are
still going to calve.

With the market as good as it
has been, I am not nearly as criti-
cal of these late calving cows as |
normally am as [ still expect them
to raise at least a 400-pound calf
by this fall.

The perfect world we like to
discuss is most times easier to talk
about than actually do. By this
same line of thinking, I am also
more inclined to leave my bulls
out longer than I normally do to
make sure I get as many bred as |
can. Those calves have been worth
so much and I can worry about
bunching them back up when
prices are not as good now as they
have been of late.

I am still excited to watch the
little calves just take off and run
across the pasture playing, many
times with the momma in tight
pursuit.

I'am also wondering how a cow
is appointed to be the babysitter
while the other mommas graze. |
feel quite certain someone has re-
ceived some sort of grant to study
this, but I have not been privy to
the results. Anyway, I continue to
wonder how that cow is selected.

One final thought, something
we are doing this year is feeding
a loose, free-choice mineral with
Insect Growth Regulator in it to
help with our horn fly problem.

If you do not know how to
determine if the flies you have are
horn flies or not, just take a look at
them on the cows. The horn flies
always are looking at the ground.
If they also bite, you probably
have stable flies, and if they just
constantly annoy you, then you
are probably dealing with plain
old house flies.

It’s a wonderful time to be in
the cattle business. (7,

@NTFR



[TIETAL SALES INC.

West Highway 82 » Gainesville, TX » 76240

GERMAN SAUSAGE, HAM, BACON, GROCERIES

TURN NORTH AT RED LIGHT

Old World
Meat Products

* 30 Varieties
of Sausage

Premade Gates

and Panels
Large Assortment of Hand Tools
T Post Wire & Panels
New and Used Pipe
Tubing and Structural Steel 304 N. Main, Muenster
Trailer Parts (940) 759-4211
Pocket Knives Mon-Sat 6 am - 7 pm ® Wholesale/Retail
940.665.0336 * 1.800.549.0336 —

JUSTIH DISCOUNT B0 s}

* Cheeses
e Custom Cut Meats

* Federal Inspected
Processing

World’s Largest Western Wear Outlet Store
Monday-Saturday | 9AM-6PM

Decatur 380 Denton

For the BEST prices around on these GREAT brands
& more... Visit our 3 stores in Justin!!!

o
>

You can also find us online at: www.justindiscountboots.com]
or visit us on Facebook & Instagram

Ft. Worth Dallas
101 N. Hwy 156 m
\ .
Justin, TX 76247 ANDERSON BEAN

/ Wrang Ier 17 1A
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www.fischersmeatmarket.com
www.justindiscountboots.com
www.ntfronline.com

AND SUPPLIES
23/182T7/18+*31/241/2+51/2+7
DoME CAPS & SPRINGS
SQUARE & RECTANGLE TUBING
ALL TYPES OF STEEL

C-Purlin  [EEEEES

DEALER

SpooLs OF CABLE
ANY LENGTHS FOR FENCING
e e e —nge = s )

RouND BALE RINGS - FEED TROUGHS
CATTLE GUARDS - CREEP FEEDERS
TRAILER PARTS & SupPLIES - NEW SUCKER Robs

FLUSCHE ENTERPRISES INC.

346!549,’1%?1?: ""‘ i . . 940-759-2203 + SINCE 1942 . MUENSTER. TEXAS
T i — FEle NTIN.NET]- FLUSCHEENTERPRISES.COM|

LSM OUTDOOR POWER
8425 WEST UNIVERSITY
PENTON TX 76207

INDUSTRY LEADING BALE BED

FLUSCHE ENTERPRISES INC.

940-759-2203 - SINCE 1942 - MUENSTER, TEXAS
WWw.LSMOP.COM FEle NTIN.NET]-

940-293-2167
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It’s that time of year again - branding



www.ntfronline.com

WP FARM & RANCH

AG. /...

As the days get longer and the grass gets
greener, branding season and heading to sum-
merpasture is on the agenda here in northeast
Wyoming. ¢,

14| MAY 2024 & NTFR
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TRACTOR & IMP .

Sales - Service - Parts
New & Used Equipment
Wichita Falls, TX » 940-541-2650
www.viethtractor.com » sales @viethtractor.com
4 miles South of Wichita Falls on 281

Branson Tractor & TYM USA Tractor -

together as 1 - TYM North America —

wwww. bowieindustriescom

% BOWiIC

I} ’800243330934

i i | Jy’l l’u iy

'.z‘y

BOWIE PUMPS

lf

L "'\_ b _ - "

BUILT 'STRONG, BUILT TO LAST

FEATURING

o ¥ b~
-Ifi .;;':':' »' 't‘r_“

P L awrt
/' OKLAHOMA NATIONAL STOCKYARDS (e
« THE WORLDS LARGEST STOCKER AND FEEDER CATTLE MARKET pas
R e L

405 601 5047 ¢ 940-736-0248

_praducer:slcrr@"
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TURNER COUNTRY
PROPERTIES

FARM « RANCH « LAND

TURNERCOUNTRYPROPERTIES.COM
STEPHEN TURNER, Listing Agent
940-636-7039

Stephen@urnercountryproperties.com

MILLER RANCH $4,500/Ac
This is a terrific hunting property located 15 minutes south of Vernon and
approximately 1mile west of the famous 550k acre Waggoner Ranch. The land
offers outstanding whitetail deer hunting. The terrain is level to rolling mesquite
pasture, with 114 acres of farmland. Surface water consist of two stock ponds.
There is an insulated heated and cooled storage container with an attached
carport and a 40 x 60 barn. Deer blinds and feeders are negotiable.

WOLF FARM $5,940/Ac
Located southwest of Windthorst on the corner of FM 2581 and Bridwell Ranch
Rd, in Windthorst School District. It consists of 55 acres of cultivation, 47 acres
Bermuda grass. The boundary is fenced, interior is cross fenced, three stock
ponds, largest being 2 acres. Water and electricity appear available. This is an
ideal tract for year around livestock grazing, large homesite or with the ample
amount of frontage and availability of utilities it could be sub-divided into smaller
tracts.

254.20 ACRES | WICHITA COUNTY == =~

ALEXANDER RANCH $4,200/Ac
Nice all around property located 15 minutes from Wichita Falls. Ideal for running
cattle, hunting, or building a home. Moderate mesquite coverage, above average
grasses, rolling topography with tremendous views, 2 seasonal creeks, 3 stock
ponds, completely fenced and cross fenced, livestock pens, electricity available,
water available. Light oil production isolated to the southeast corner, minerals are
negotiable with an acceptable contract.

119.39 ACRES | CLAY COUNTY
5 -y
>

= s ‘“‘?I s
BRIXEY RANCH $4,900/A
Located southwest corner of Brixey and Whitaker Rd. 2,820' frontage on
Brixey Rd, 1,600' Whitaker Rd. This would be a great tract to subdivide. Open
pasture with scattered mesquites, rolling topo, impressive views, one stock
pond, livestock barn, corrals, electricity is available, one water well. There
are two pumpjacks on the property, but do not appear to be active. The seller
may consider sub-dividing on a case by case basis, owner finance available.
Contact Listing Agent Jon Moss — 940-867-6743.

EDSEL FARM $3,950/Ac
The Edsel Farm is located less than a half mile north of US HWY 287. Excellent
access with frontage on Huntington, Kiel and Wellington Lane. The land consists
of 300.139 total acres, 165 acres is tillable farmland, balance being moderate to
heavily wooded native pasture. There are partial cross fences, boundary is fenced
in average condition. Surface water consist of three ponds, seasonal creek and
East Fork Pond Creek, partial floodplain. Electricity and water appear available
along Hunting and Kiel.

TURNER COUNTRY PROPERTIES

AVAILABLE LISTINGS
0Old Man Place - 51.15 Acres Clay Co - $9,700/Acre
Moonshine Lakehouse — Lake Kemp | Baylor County $425,000
Highway 79 Homesite — 23.93 Acres - Archer County - $9,750/Acre

Thornberry Lots — 4.5 Acres — Wichita Co - $45,000

Thornberry Homesite — 2.14 Acres — Clay Co - $27,500
Decker Farms - 5.03 Acres — Archer Co - $75,000
171 Homesite — 4.28 Acre - Clay Co - $40,000

Maag Tract 3 — 19.45 Acres - Archer Co - $8,483/Acre

MORE DETAILS AVAILABLE AT
URNERCOUNTRYFPROPERTIES.CO
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By Jared Groce

) COUNTY AREA ACRES $ ACRE LIST $ SOLD $ SALE / LIST DOM
~ Rurallandsales are continu- |\ CELINA 19.17 $ 39,115.00 750,000.00 750,000.00  100.00% 5
ing on a steady pace for early oy FARMERSVILLE  26.89 $ 60,000.00 1,613,340.00 1,613,340.00  100.00% 71
spring, with prices holding very  corun JOSEPHINE 384 $ 61,377.00 1,891,652.00 2,356,859.00  124.60% 23
strong with the sell-to-list price  coLLIN ANNA 27.81 $ 100,698.00 2,800,000.00 2,800,000.00 100.00% 367
ratios remaining very high, COLLIN BLUE RIDGE 50 S 30,157.00 1,700,000.00 1,507,871.00 88.70% 13
even on properties that have AVG 3245 § 58,269.00 $ 1,750,998.00 $ 1,805,614.00 102.70% 100
been on the market fora longer ~ COUNTY AREA ACRES $ ACRE LIST § SOLD $ SALE / LIST DOM
I T i COOKE FORESTBURG 13.6 $ 14,500.00 $ 197,200.00 $ 197,200.00  100.00% 13
total number ofsta N . MaCOOKE ERA 14.06 $ 28,441.00 $ 399,999.00 $ 2,399,999.00  100.00% 62
Do ; COOKE VALLEY VIEW 10 S 40,000.00 $ 450,000.00 S 400,000.00 88.90% 282
are picking up once again as e COLLINSVILLE 11 $ 41,273.00 $ 454,000.00 $ 454,000.00 100.00% 20
the spring selling season kicks  cooke VALLEY VIEW 64.9 $ 17,965.00 $ 1,165,974.00 $ 1,165,974.00  100.00% 91
off, and the average acreage AVG 2271 S 28,436.00 S 533,435.00 S 523,435.00 97.80% 94
continues to decrease. COUNTY AREA ACRES $ ACRE LISTS SOLD $ SALE / LIST DOM
Larger acreage properties DENTON PONDER 10 $ 40,000.00 $ 400,000.00 S 400,000.00 100.00% 27
J scem to be in higher demand DENTON JUSTIN 76.75 $ 25007.00 $ 162500000 $ 1,919,250.00 118.10% 174 |,
B Bnssiialler sioeries et - DENTON CELINA 32.12 $207,036.00 $ 6,950,000.00 $ 6,650,000.00  95.70% 80
E B OO AN S ] AVG 39.62 $ 90,681.00 $ 2,991,667.00 $ 2,989,750.00 104.60% 94
BN . COUNTY AREA ACRES $ ACRE LIST § SOLD $ SALE / LIST DOM
& parking cash in real estate {0 Gpayson  wHITESBORO 11 $ 29,545.00 $ 330,000.00 $ 325,000.00  98.50% 243 &
ﬁ hedge against inflation. Interest  Grayson  GUNTER 12.65 $ 31,633.00 $ 430,000.00 $ 400,000.00  93.00% 323 §
¥ rates seemto have settled down  GRAYSON ~ WHITESBORO 1757 $ 2561800 & 526,990.00 $  450,000.00 85.40% 311 o
l;b'; and most experts agree that = GRAYSON  BELLS 24.07 $ 18,947.00 $ 540,000.00 $ 456,000.00  84.40% 110 ¥
é rates will be reduced by the fed GRAYSON  BELLS 40.92 $ 23,460.00 S 977,000.00 $ 960,000.00  98.30% 12
this year. Some lenders have ~GRAYSON  SHERMAN 39.94 $ 31,297.00 $ 1,250,000.00 $ 1,250,011.00  100.00% 471
programs in_ place that allow ~GRAYSON  COLLINSVILLE 30.89 5 4898700 & 1,637,170.00 $ 1,513,21800  92.40% 100
D A el i ites GRAYSON  HOWE 61.51 $ 59,015.00 $ 3,965,000.00 $ 3,630,000.00  91.60% 287
; 4 GRAYSON ~ WHITEWRIGHT 200.51 $ 26,300.00 $ 5,273,360.00 $ 5,273,360.00 100.00% 571
without having to go througha  cpavson  Howe 61.16 S 58,668.00 $ 3,600,000.00 S 3,588,000.00  99.70% 1829
full refinance ordeal. AVG 50.02 S 35,347.00 S 1,852,952.00 S 1,784,559.00 94.30% 426
Get your fertilizer out there, COUNTY AREA ACRES $ ACRE LIST $ SOLD $ SALE / LIST DOM
and be nice to the turkeys who ~MONTAGUE SAINT JO 13.5 $ 14,000.00 $ 198,450.00 189,000.00 95.20% 487
will be nesting before long in MONTAGUE BOWIE 1246 S 16,051.00 S 225,000.00 200,000.00 88.90% 335
your tall grass areas and brushy MONTAGUE NOCONA 3456 §  8261.00 § 301,875.00 285,528.00  94.60% 324
arcas, by leaving these arcas MONTAGUE NOCONA 45 S 7,00000 $ 357,750.00 315,000.00  88.10% 659 |
R M MONTAGUE NOCONA 5875 S 6,750.00 S  440,625.00 396,562.00  90.00% 754
/ : : MONTAGUE BOWIE 1215 § 7,942.00 $ 1,397,250.00 965,000.00  69.10% 132
It is also still a good time t0  \o\rAGUE FORESTBURG ~ 150.06 § 11,929.00 $ 1,899,750.00 § 1,790,000.00  94.20% 44
plant trees before it gets t00  pONTAGUE SAINTJO 25 $ 17,500.00 $ 437,500.00 437,500.00  100.00% 14
hot - just be sure to water them AVG 576 $ 11,179.00 S 657,275.00 572,324.00 90.00% 344
frequently! COUNTY AREA ACRES $ ACRE LIST S SOLD $ SALE / LIST DOM
Thanks for reading, and WISE SUNSET 12,52 '§ 12,141.00 148,500.00 152,000.00 102.40% 76
ronifb Han e e 5 WISE BRIDGEPORT 10.89 $ 18,356.00 199,900.00 199,900.00  100.00% 101 §
N A N DECATUR 11 $ 23,634.00 291,765.00 260,000.00  89.10% 379 :
BT 5o P b WISE ALVORD 212 $ 15,047.00 319,000.00 319,000.00 100.00% 134
Y WISE DECATUR 12.47 $ 25,982.00 324,000.00 324,000.00 100.00% 398
time is today. (¢, WISE ALVORD 74.96 $ 12,673.00 $ 1,040,000.00 950,000.00  91.30% 138
AVG 23.84 S 17,972.00 387,194.00 367,483.00 97.10% 204
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Mammals and Avian Influenza

By Barry Whitworth, DVM

At the writing of this article,
High Path Avian Influenza (HPAI)
H5N1 has been detected in more
than 83 million domestic poultry
in the United States. The outbreak
includes commercial and back-
yard flocks.

Most people are aware that
poultry may succumb to Avian
Influenza but may not know that
other animals can be infected
with the virus. According to the
U.S. Department of Agriculture,
a variety of mammals have been
infected with Avian Influenza
H5NI in the U.S.

The list of more than 200
mammals includes bears, foxes,
skunks, coyotes, etc. Even marine
animals such as dolphins and seals
have been found with the virus.
Current Avian Influenza H5N1 in-
fections in poultry, mammals, and
livestock in the U.S. can be found
at the Detections of Highly Patho-
genic Avian Influenza website

at |https://www.aphis.usda.gov/|

livestock-poultry-disease/avian/
avian-influenza/hpai-detections.

Recently, ruminants have been
diagnosed with Avian Influenza
H5N1 in the U.S. The World
Organization for Animal Health
reported that neonatal goats dis-
playing neurological clinical signs
and death were positive for Avian
Influenza.

The farm was located in Ste-
vens County Minnesota. The poul-
try on the farm had recently been
depopulated due to HPAI H5N1.
According to AVMA News, 10
goats died that ranged in age from
five to nine days old. Five of the
goat kids tested positive for the
virus.

The strain of Avian Influenza
found in the goats was very similar
to the previous HPAI HSNI strain
found in the chickens and ducks.
How the goat kids were infected is
still under investigation. However,
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Direct contact with chickens is not the only way to be exposed to the pathogens they carry. (Courtesy photo)

the goats and poultry shared the
same area and water source.

Over the past several weeks,
veterinarians and dairymen have
been reporting unusual illnesses
in dairy cattle in Kansas, New
Mexico, and Texas.

According to AVMA News and

other reports, the illness appeared
in approximately 10 percent of
the herd. The USDA reported
that the illness had a rapid onset
and tended to be in older lactating
cattle. Clinical signs noticed were
a decrease in appetite and milk
production.

Cows had thick yellow colos-
trum-like milk. Some cattle had
abnormal feces and fevers.

Some respiratory signs were
noticed. According to veterinar-
ians involved in treating the cattle,
the most helpful treatment was
intravenous and oral fluids. Most
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cattle recovered in two to three
weeks.

After a variety of test were
performed on the cattle with the
illness described above, no clear
cause of the disease was found.
This initiated the USDA, Food and
Drug Administration, and Center
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion to begin a disease investiga-
tion. On March 25, they reported
that HPAI H5N1 had been found
in the dairy cattle in Kansas, and
Texas. Since this initial announce-
ment, sick cattle in New Mexico,
Idaho, Michigan, and Ohio were
confirmed with the virus and other
states were awaiting test results.
Whether a correlation exists be-
tween the HPAI H5N1 diagnosis
and illness in the dairy cattle is still
to be determined.

HPAT H5N1 causes severe
clinical signs in domestic poultry
and normally results in high mor-
tality rates.

At the writing of this article,
clinical signs in cattle have been
mild and no cattle have died.
For this reason, several groups
have proposed that HPAT H5N1
should not be used to reference the
disease in cattle. The adoption of
Influenza A Virus-Bovine (IAV-B)
or Bovine Influenza A Virus has
been proposed. IAV-B will be used
in the remainder of this article as
the name of the virus.

Prevention of IAV-B and/or
other foreign animal diseases
relies heavily on biosecurity.
Livestock producers should have
a proper biosecurity protocol in
place.

One key to biosecurity is to try
to prevent contact with wildlife.
While this can be difficult, keeping
wild birds away from feeding and
watering areas should be a priority.
For more information on biosecu-
rity, livestock producers should
visit The Center for Food Security
and Public Health at https://www.
cfsph.iastate.edu/

The finding of IAV-B in dairy
cattle has no impact on the safety
of U.S. milk and dairy products.
Milk from all sick dairy cattle is

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM

discarded and pasteurization kills
most bacteria, viruses such as
IVA-B, and other pathogens.

On April 1, 2024, the CDC
reported a positive human case
of Avian Influenza HSN1. The
person had been close contact with
dairy cattle thought to be infected
with TAV-B.

The patient has conjunctivitis
and is recovering. This human in-
fection does not change the CDC’s
assessment of HSN1 virus human
health risk. The risk continues to
be low. However, individuals that
deal with animals or birds sus-
pected of having Avian Influenza
virus should wear proper protec-
tive equipment.

This is a rapidly evolving
situation. Further testing will be
required to understand the role
that HPAI H5N1 virus played or
did not play in the above situa-
tions. In the meantime, livestock
producers who have questions
about sick animals should contact
their veterinarian. Also, livestock
producers should be protecting
their livestock with a good bios-
ecurity plan.

Livestock producers wanting
additional information on IAV-B
in ruminants should contact their
veterinarian and/or their county
extension agent.
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How to Help Your Ranch and Pastutes

As devastating as wildfires can
be, affected ranchers may find
unexpected opportunities as the
healing begins, Noble regenera-
tive ranching advisors say.

No ranch family wants to go
through the devastation of a wild-
fire. Whether a localized fire or a
giant one like the recent Smoke-
house Creek Fire in Texas, wild-
fires can exact a high toll in lost
infrastructure, lost animals and
the loss of forage needed for those
which remain. There are, however,
opportunities and even potential
bright spots to consider when be-
ginning the recovery process after
such a fire, according to ranch ad-
visors at Noble Research Institute.
Three of them recently discussed
their thoughts and recommenda-
tions for livestock and pasture
management, infrastructure repair
and even new enterprise directions
after a wildfire.

Grass will grow back with

moisture and time.

“Food for cattle is the thing
that’s going to be first and fore-
most on producers’ minds right
after a fire,” says Josh Gaskamp,
Noble regenerative ranching advi-
sor and manager. While the first
instinct might be to plant new
forage crops, he says “that forage
is resilient. It’s evolved with fire.
If their land was dominated by
perennial warm-season plants, it
will come back.”

What he would recommend
planting to get quick growth and
food for grazing livestock would
be a different functional group,
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Recover After a Wildfire

By Marilyn Cummins

After a fire, grass will grow back with moisture and time. (Photo courtesy Noble Research Institute)

like cool-season annuals, such as
small grains, as well as legumes
like vetch and clover. And, when
“weeds” start coming up on their
own, “don’t spray ‘em, use ‘em,”
he says. Plants like broomweed
and ragweed are “extremely palat-
able for cattle following a wildfire,
and those first leaves are very nu-
tritious.” Such strategies “will buy
some time for the perennial warm-
season grasses to come back into
production. The seed is there,”
Gaskamp says. “They’re going
to come back from a wildfire just
like they would from prescribed
fire. Obviously, yes, they need
moisture, and they need time to
recover.”

Allowing that time for grass to

recover is essential, says Travis
Jones, Noble regenerative ranch-
ing advisor.

“At this time of year, if (ranch-
ers) had only part of their ranch
burn, they’re going to want to
utilize the other part of the ranch to
feed cattle so they can give enough
recovery time to the burned area,”
he says. “We want that burned arca
to get to phase two growth before
grazing it, ideally.

“If fresh growth is all they’ve
got, they’re going to have to uti-
lize phase-one grass. But if so,
they need to be intentional about
it and just take the top bite and
move on.”

Gaskamp agrees about rotating
cattle quickly between paddocks

when grazing new growth “to
provide the most recovery pos-
sible for our forages, especially
going into the spring as they’re
just getting started.”
Use hay strategically
and carefully.

If burned pastures and fenc-
ing make grazing impractical or
impossible at first, feeding hay is
often the first option. Gaskamp
says to be strategic and careful
when doing so.

If buying hay to get through the
first few months, “don’t just buy
the cheapest hay you can find,” he
says. “Find some hay that comes
from a reputable source,” or else
you may be spreading and seed-
Continued on page 22
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Continued from page 20

ing invasive, problem species out
over your pasture. With donated
hay of unknown origin, “mitigate
that risk by feeding hay on poorer
soil you’re trying to improve or in
a ‘sacrifice area’ where you can
control the future of that area.”

Hay also comes into play as
a roughage supplement, as cattle
grazing new growth after a fire
may start to have loose manure
due to high protein levels. Alter-
natively, Gaskamp says, if cattle
are grazing older forage on an area
spared by the fire, they may need
a protein supplement.

“It’s very specific to each
rancher,” he says. “Pay atten-
tion to the animal’s condition,
manure scores, things like that, to
determine what the livestock are
missing” in their diet.

Take the opportunity to
reevaluate fencing.

The need to move animals to
different paddocks quickly and
often while pastures recover, as
with regenerative grazing, could
be an incentive to repair burned
ranch fencing with different infra-
structure, Jones says.

“Maybe the ranch had exces-
sive interior permanent, five-wire
fences,” he says. Now, if they
want to incorporate a regenerative
ranching scheme to target different
areas of the ranch, or even to try a
different species of grazing animal
that needs different infrastructure,
“this may be a prime opportunity.”

Gaskamp says if a goal is to
be more adaptive with grazing,
a rancher may want to do a lot
more with temporary fencing, or
electric fencing instead of perma-
nent fence.

“So instead of 7 miles of fence
on their 160-acre property, they
may have only one mile of fence
now,” he says. “This also may be
the opportunity to say, ‘How do
I holistically think about grazing
every acre of this ranch?” and look
at getting water to the areas where
I historically haven’t had it, and
fencing in a way that I can utilize
more of the ranch.”
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Take the opportunity to reevaluate fencing. (Photo courtesy Noble
Research Institute)

Opportunities with brush after
wildfire.

Gaskamp also points out that
in contrast to a prescribed pasture
burn, wildfire is likely to have
burned through forest or woodland
rather than stopping at the edge of
the forested area.

“That opens an opportunity for
those ranches to now utilize dif-
ferent types of forage that weren’t
available to their livestock be-
fore,” he says. For example, green-
brier “is a highly nutritious plant
that cattle love, but they can’t
reach it in the woods because it’s
up in the canopy of the trees. But
if the wildfire went through there,
it likely knocked that greenbrier
back to the ground where it’s ac-
cessible by livestock now. That’s
another place to get food for cattle
right after a wildfire.”

In addition, says Charles Roh-
la, senior regenerative ranching
advisor at Noble, ranchland with
a lot of brush encroachment that
is suddenly cleared out by wildfire
“needs to be managed, or they’re
going to have an explosion of that
brush coming back worse than
before.”

As someone who grew up near
where the Smokehouse Creek Fire
occurred, he has seen that happen.

Rohla recommends using high-
stock-density, adaptive grazing a
couple of months after the burn to
stem that brush encroachment as
it starts to regrow.

“They can utilize their live-
stock to do that instead of chemi-
cals,” he says. Depending on
the kind of brush, if cattle aren’t
keeping it down well enough,
“something like a goat might do
a better job.”

Is it time to try another species
or enterprise?

Gaskamp picks up on that
point, saying, “It’s a good time to
evaluate what enterprise you have
on your land. If a producer was
thinking about small ruminants for
a while, and if now they’re hav-
ing to offload cattle because they
don’t have enough feed, he says
this might be the encouragement
they need to switch that enterprise.

“We need to be adaptive if we
want the business of ranching to
be successful,” he says. “If the
best thing for my business is to
not sell pizza anymore; now it’s
to sell chicken nuggets, I’d better
sell chicken nuggets, or I’'m going
to go out of business.”

Rohla acknowledges that talk-
ing about choosing a different
enterprise after a disaster like a

wildfire “is not a fun conversation
to get into. But it is an opportunity
to reassess your operation, and
maybe even change to a different
species all together.”
Looking ahead at forage
supply and stocking

Rohla says if it had to happen,
“this is the best time of year that
a wildfire could have occurred.
We’re getting into springtime;
things are greening up.” As pro-
ducers look ahead, however,
he encourages them to set trig-
gers based on rainfall and forage
growth by a given date “so they
are not depleting their forage re-
source on their land and therefore
reducing the carrying capacity
of their land long-term.” Rohla
recommends having strategies to
either cull a portion of the herd or
find a way to move them to other
grazing land if needed to have
adequate forage, “especially since
we’re hitting a La Nifia year and
there’s a chance that we don’t get
the rains necessary to really reju-
venate that burned area.”

For landowners in the area of
Texas that burned, he advises not
basing regrowth expectations on
last year, when rain was plentiful.
Use production levels from two or
three years before for comparison.

“This is a good opportunity
for ranchers to investigate the
true carrying capacity of their
ranch and make sure they are not
overstocked to do further damage
to their ranchland,” he says. If
pastures are overgrazed, “it won’t
allow the plants to recover, hurt-
ing not only their forage, but also
their soil health. Total production
of forage is going to continue to
go down over time.”

Editor’s Note: Josh Gaskamp,
Charles Rohla and Travis Jones
are three of the facilitators of No-
ble Grazing Essentials, a three-
day, hands-on, in-person course
that gives ranchers and farmers
the tools they need to assess forage
production and carrying capacity
to design and implement grazing
plans that work for them, their
livestock and their land (¥,
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Don’t Forget Your Horses

€Il

Making Regenerative Grazing

By Laura Nelson

The same principles apply as
when grazing ruminants, with
adjustments for horses’ grazing
habits and needs.

Several years before Joe Pokay
started as general ranch manager
at Noble Research Institute, he ex-
perimented with adaptively graz-
ing his working horses, moving
them from one part of the pasture
to another to help the grass.

“I just knew I never liked the
way the horse traps looked, and
they’re usually right by your
house,” Pokay says. “When I first
started, I didn’t really understand
what I was doing with the rest
periods and all that,” he says, but
as he fully adopted adaptive multi-
paddock grazing, he found that “a
horse pasture doesn’t have to be
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‘sacrificial” land.”

“Every acre matters,” Pokay
says. “If I apply the same prin-
ciples to the 25 acres my horses
graze as | do to the rest of the
ranch, it’ll benefit from the same
positive effects: fresh grass, bet-
ter nutrition, better health for the
animals, better health for the soil,
and I’m all about that.”

Same soil health principles,
different expectations.

If you want to apply regenera-
tive practices to every acre, start
by simply recognizing the ways
your horses are, in fact, going
to differ from your commodity
livestock.

“If a cow falls off, loses condi-
tion, doesn’t get bred back, she’s
pretty primed to be culled. But

I’m not going to do that with my
horses,” Pokay says. “I’m not go-
ing to wreck a good horse by try-
ing to graze them too tight. There
are some concessions I’ll make
to keep a good horse around. But
I’m not going to wreck my soil
to do it.”

It is true that because of their
top teeth, horses tend to graze
closer to the ground. That can be
especially damaging to tender,
new growth.

“The hardest part of grazing
horses is to just keep them moving
fast enough to maintain condition,
applying enough density, and al-
lowing the tender stuff a chance
to come back and regenerate after
that first bite,” he says.

Plants may need a longer re-

covery period after a horse graze
than a ruminant graze, but Pokay
says the key is to pay close atten-
tion to the plants, no matter the
animals you’re using.

“You can’t just wholesale ap-
ply a certain management to all
horses, because some horses
handle grazing differently than
others,” he says. With regenera-
tive management, always use fre-
quent observations of the animals,
plants, and land as your guide.

Perhaps the most challenging
part of managing horses’ grazing
is the fact that for most, the herd
size is sometimes just one or a
handful of horses. With these dif-
ferences in mind, here are the top
five lessons he’s learned while
Continued on page 27
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A Bar Ranch -Claremore, Oklahoma
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PAIRS ~BRED Cows ~ BRED HEIFERS

« 70 Angus 3-5 year old spring born pairs with Angus sired calves at side.
* 30 Red Angus 3-5 year old spring born pairs with Angus & Charolais calves at side.
» 30 Brangus 3-5 year old spring born pairs with with Angus & Charolais sire calves at side
* 40 Angus 3-5 year old heavy bred cows. Safe to Angus bulls.
« 25 Red Angus 3-5 year old heavy bred cows. Safe to Angus bulls.
* 42 Brangus 3-5 year old heavy bred cows. Safe to Angus bulls.
«150 A Bar Ranch Angus fall bred heifers safe to Hinkson & Schilling Ranch
Angus bulls. To start 9-12-24. Will be sorted into 30-day calving periods.
A Bar Ranch UltraBlack fall bred heifers safe to Hinkson & Schilling Ranch
Angus bulls. To start 9-12-24. Will be sorted into 30-day calving periods.
A Bar Ranch Black Baldy fall bred heifers safe to Hinkson & Schilling Ranch
Angus bulls. To start 9-12-24. Will be sorted into 30-day calving periods.
Angus 3-5 year old fall bred cows. Safe to Angus bulls.
Red Angus 3-5 year old fall bred cows. Safe to Angus bulls.
Brangus 3-5 year old fall bred cows. Safe to Angus bulls.
Black Baldy 3-5 year old fall bred cows. Safe to Angus bulls.

Bl scanQRfo
CONTACT ES 23| information & sale listing LOCATION

Turner Armitage SCAN ME g et A Bar Ranch

918.697.6717 View sale online & see videos of the cattle 23202 S 4240 Rd
Merrit Armitage i Claremore, OK
918.607.6808 eabarranch 74019

Directions: 8 Miles east of Claremore on hwy. 20, follow Ranch signs.
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incorporating his horses into a
regenerative grazing plan:

1. Create stock density, even
with small numbers.

As with ruminant animals, the
key when grazing horses is still
to create opportunity for adequate
plant rest and recovery. With small
numbers on small acreage, that
often means creating many very
small paddocks.

At times, Pokay has used pad-
docks of less than one-tenth of an
acre, equating to roughly 100,000
pounds of stock density with his
five horses. He saves that heavy
density for high-impact grazing,
like in the middle of summer to
knock down tall, warm-season
plant growth. He moves his horses
through very small grazing cells
quickly in order to make an impact
and give the grazed grass a long
recovery time.

When new grass emerges early
in the season, he grazes larger
paddocks and tries to keep the
horses moving to avoid poten-
tially damaging the tender plants.
It might sound like a lot of work
to build so many small paddocks,
but Pokay says at those sizes, it’s
a simple task.

“Remember at this scale,
you’re building fence in feet, not
miles,” he says.

2. Consider mechanical har-
vest if the horses are too choosy.

Even with a high stock density,
he doesn’t always get the even
graze he desires.

“Horses can be a little more
picky, so sometimes I end up with
tall plants that are oxidizing,” he
says. When he sees leftover, dead
growth piling up, he has followed
grazing with a brush hog (rotary
cutter) to create thatch and ground
cover. Be prepared to let the land
fully recovery after a mechanical
harvest like this, he says. De-
pending on local conditions and
weather, it might take up to 200 to
250 days for the forage to grow to
grazing height.

He has also had success with
brush-hogging before a light
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Consider mechanical harvest if the horses are too choosy.

graze, laying the grass down for
the horses to eat clippings off the
ground.

3. Use smart solutions to keep
water from being your limiting
factor. An advantage of build-
ing small grazing cells close to a
house or other outbuildings when
possible can be the presence of
convenient water hydrants. To
take advantage of this, Pokay
mounted a float onto the side of
a heavy-duty, two-wheeled hand
cart. Now it’s a portable water tank
he can reach with simple garden
hoses to fill, then easily dump and
roll on to the next paddock.

4. Get creative with paddock
shapes, sizes for back-grazing
success. Even with a convenient,
mobile watering system, Pokay
still uses back-grazing to keep
horses moving to fresh grass with-
out having to move equipment
constantly. Back-grazing allows
animals to return to a previously
grazed area, usually in order to
return to a fixed point of water

or shade.

“The problem is, when you’re
back-grazing to water, it’s really
hard to not let that area around the
water get way more impact than
anywhere else,” Pokay says.

Over years of experimenta-
tion, what he’s liked most is an
inverted-triangle paddock, with
water in the middle of the wide,
triangle base. As he moves ani-
mals away from the water source
to the triangle point, the paddock
sizes get incrementally smaller.

He creates the same effect us-
ing a lane design that back-grazes
to water or shade by varying the
amount of newly allocated grass
each day.

“By the time I get to the end,
I might be only giving them five
feet of fresh grass at the end of
the fence, whereas at the begin-
ning they got 50 feet. But that
five-foot area grazed for one day
gets the same impact as the big,
50-foot area near the water that
might have had five days’ worth

of grazing on it.”

5. Regain overused areas with
variation, focused recovery. In
some cases, he’s built a travel lane
that leads animals back to shade or
water, creating what he admits is
a short-term sacrifice.

“Especially one summer, dur-
ing the drought, when it was so hot
I had this one permanently fenced
trap they had to come back to for
shade, so it looked like a dry lot,”
Pokay says.

But that fall, he spread old
hay over the area and broadcast
a combination of rye, wheat and
winter pea seed. With good winter
moisture and 200 days of rest, an
abundant crop reclaimed the bare
ground.

“That stuff was over eight
inches tall, and I grazed it three
or four times with the horses after
that,” Pokay says. “So, you can
reclaim ground, and you can fix
those problem areas, if you apply
the principles.”

Continued on page 28
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Continued from page 27
The results? Happier horses,
healthier soil.

Now a couple years into graz-
ing this land, Pokay says he’s
beginning to see more diversity
in the native grasses.

“There’s an area right behind
my house that was all johnson-
grass when I moved in, and just
last fall, I started seeing some big
bluestem come in again. That’s
really encouraging to me.”

The quick moves between
paddocks when flies are hatching
help keep the fly load down, he’s
noticed, and reduce the need for
a de-worming treatment to once
a year. The goal he continues to
work toward with his horses, as
well as with all livestock on the
Noble Ranches, is to graze them
year-round.

“So, it’s good for the horses and
their well-being, and it’s good for Regain overused areas with variation and focused recovery. A couple years into following this grazing plan,
the soil, and my ultimate goalisto  Pokay says he’s beginning to see more diversity in the native grasses. (Photos courtesy Noble Research
improve the soil,” he says Institute)

Show Cattle Feed
Quality Feed for All Species
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The American Western Week-
end on March 8-9 at Globe Life
Field in Arlington, Texas, was a
weekend full of rodeo competi-
tion that fans looked forward to
for the past 10 years. The night
of the American rodeo is some-
thing cowboys and cowgirls have
worked hard for, in order to have a
chance to win a $1,000,000 prize.

The top five from the 2023
Wrangler National Finals Rodeo
were invited to compete alongside
five contenders. The invitees were
vying for a $100,000 paycheck
for first place, and if a qualifier
won their event and was the only
qualifier to do so, he or she walked
away with $1,000,000.

In the bareback riding, Kade
Sonnier, Keenan Hayes, Jess Pope,
and Tilden Hooper made it out of
the long round of 10 to advance
to the final four-shootout round.
WNEFR qualifier, Sonnier, made a
90.5-point ride on Agent Lynx to
win the $100,000.

Breakaway ropers Josie Con-
ner, Martha, Angelone, Jordan Jo
Hollabaugh, and Sarah Angelone
were the top four moving on. It
took a 2.4-second run to make
it into the short go. Sarah, the
younger Angelone sister, roped
her second calf in 2.16 seconds
to win first.

In the team roping, veterans
Luke Brown and Hunter Koch
beat out Derrick Begay and Colter
Todd, Coy Rahlmann and Billy
Jack Saebens, and Shay Dixon
Carroll and Logan Moore with a
time of 4.94 seconds. NFR steer
wrestler, J.D. Struxness threw his
steer in 4.6 seconds to win the big
paycheck, beating out Stephen
Mullins, Dalton Massey and Stan
Branco.

Saddle bronc riders Kade
Bruno, Damian Brennan, Sage
Newman, and Brody Cress, all
WNEFR qualifiers, qualified for the
shoot-out round.
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The American

By Krista Lucas Wynn

Newman, no stranger to pres-
sure under the bright lights, rode
Dandy Delight for 89.5 points,
barely edging out second-place
finisher Bruno by half a point.

In the calf roping, world cham-
pions Haven Meged and Shad
Mayfield battled it out for first
place. Meged would win the long
round in 6.95 seconds, but it was
Mayfield who walked away victo-
rious after a 7.06-second run for
$100,000.

Leading up to the barrel rac-
ing, there were several contenders
in the mix for the $1,000,000.

However, Brandon Cullins was
the only one to win the final four
shootout for the $1,000,000 check,
becoming the first male barrel
racer to win the event. Cullins is
a full-time trainer with his wife,
Emily Efurd. Mindy Holloway,
featured in last month’s lead-up
to the American Rodeo, made a
great run to just miss the final four
cutoff. It took a 15.428 to make it
back, and Holloway ran a 15.487,
proving just how tough the barrel
race really is.

Creek Young, Jeff Askey, Cody
Teel, and Chase Dougherty all

rode their bulls for eight seconds
to make it to the final round.

Young made an 89.25-point
ride on Glory Days to win the
$100,000 paycheck. Teel and
Askey were in the running for the
$1,000,000, until Young edged out
both contenders.

The American Rodeo, along
with the American Performance
Horseman event, was aired for
the first time on Fox and featured
superstar music entertainers Luke
Bryan, Aaron Watson and Post
Malone. It is a must-see event for
rodeo and music fans alike.V;
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FFAisan organization made up of state associations, and at the helm of the Texas
FFA is a team of 12 officers representing their respective areas withih the Lone Star”
State. (Photo courtesy Texas FFA Assocnanon) /
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Future Farmers of America was founded by a group of farmers in 1928 with
the mission of preparing the next generation of agriculture. It has done just that
during its 95-year history, as the organization works to give back to others by fol-

lowing its motto, “learning to do, doing to learn, earning to live, living to serve.”
Continued on page 38




Continued from page 37

FFA is an organization made
up of state associations, and at the
helm of the Texas FFA is a team
of 12 officers representing their
respective areas within the Lone
Star State.

These individuals dedicate a
year of their lives as they serve
members, provide leadership, and
work together with the state staff
and board of directors to develop
policy and lead the organization of
over 177,000 members.

North Texas is represented by
Area IV and Area 1V, stretching
from Wilbarger County to Bell
County and from Runnels County
to Grayson County.

This year, those chosen to lead
this great area are State President
Isaac Hawkins Jr., Area IV, and
State Vice President Weston Parr,
Area V.

These young leaders share a
drive to give back to the organiza-
tion that has given to them as they
work to support FFA members
while preparing for a future in the
agricultural industry.

Isaac HawKkins, Jr.

From the 12 selected represen-
tatives, delegates elect a president
and first vice president, with the
remaining 10 serving as vice
presidents from their respective
area associations.

The selection process consists
of a popular vote by delegates
at the state convention, which
accounts for 40 percent of the
decision, and a committee process
that includes a written knowledge
exam, worth 10 percent, and an
interview, accounting for 50 per-
cent. This year, after all was said
and done, Hawkins was named
this year’s Texas FFA President.

Hawkins grew up as part of a
large, blended family with five
sisters and three brothers. While
he says he did not grow up in
agriculture, his youth was spent
outside fishing and doing all things
outdoors with his father, whom he
calls his best friend.

As he entered Hirschi High
School in Wichita Falls, Hawkins
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This year, those chosen to lead the North Texas area are State President
Isaac Hawkins Jr., Area IV (left), and Weston Parr, Area V (Right). Photo
coutesy Texas FFA Association

knew he wanted to be a vet but was
unsure of what courses to take to

about churning butter, and I went
to my school counselor that same

"9 am someone who says if God gives

you 4 ift, use it, because what He gives

ou, 756 can take, 9 decided 9 wm'ﬂainj

to use z%iyﬂiﬁ‘ 9 have and dedieate it to

jiw'nﬂ hack to an ogﬂniz&:ﬁan that has
given me 5o much,”

_ Yaac Hawkins, Ir.

set himself on that path.

“I signed up for ag principals
just because they had animals in
the description.

The first day of class we talked

day and told her to change my
schedule immediately, but she
refused. She made me stay there,”
Hawkins laughed. “Luckily, I had
an incredible ag teacher, and she

really helped me to fall in love
with the program.”

During his high school FFA
career Hawkins competed in the
job interview, radio, quiz and
agriculture advocacy contests.
He also took courses that studied
pork science, vet science and had
a livestock project his senior year.
All of this allowed for hands-on
experiences, and led to him receiv-
ing an internship with a hometown
licensed veterinarian.

However, his primary project
has always been reptiles. Hawkins
and his family operate a self-
owned reptile breeding operation,
Country Boy Exotics, breeding
ball pythons, blood pythons, and
bearded dragons.

“It is different,” Hawkins said.
“Back in 2017, we decided we
wanted to start building our col-
lection and turn it into a business.
It just grew from our love of
reptiles and is something we have
been able to nurture and make our
own.”

Hawkins fell in love with FFA
when he realized there is a place
for everyone in the organization,
including someone like him, with
a nontraditional agriculture back-
ground.

“I want others to know that,
especially coming from someone
like me, a kid who came from no
ag background who literally deals
with reptiles, still found his place
in FFA. There’s a place for every
single person. When it comes to
future opportunities like your ag
teacher asking you to go on trips,
just say yes. You never know what
power that opportunity may have
for you or what doors it may open.
It has changed my life in so many
ways, and I feel like it can change
yours.”

Hawkins started as a chapter of-
ficer his sophomore year. He went
on to be a district officer his junior
year and an area officer his senior
year. He was nearing the end of
his area officer year still unsure if
he wanted to run for state office.

“I was already tapped into
Continued on page 40

WNTFR



Have a large feeding operation?

SOIar Energy SOIUtions Livestock feeders and accessories to meet

« Solid Investment all your feeding needs.
* Hedge Rising Energy Cost

* Very Low Maintenance

+ 25 Year Warranty

« $0 Down Options Available

START SAVING 'l BOYD. TEXAS * 940-433-2315 or 800-611-3540
Get a Quote Today 940-763-1177 S www.BoydBuilt.com f
o h N -~ | \‘

CASE /|

MAY 2024 | 39



www.boydbuilt.com
www.ntfronline.com

Continued from page 38
college, ready to go to school
and be a student. [ was really on
the fence on whether 1 wanted
to dedicate another year of my
life to FFA,” Hawkins admitted.
“But I was talking to some of my
advisors, and one of them had told
me, ‘Isaac, you have this ability to
connect with students that we have
never seen before.” When I heard
that, I was kind of taken aback
because that is a powerful state-
ment to make. She told me I had a
gift that I needed to use. [ am a big
believer in gifts, and [ am someone
who says if God gives you a gift,
use it, because what He gives you,
He can take. I decided I was going
to use this gift | have and dedicate
it to giving back to an organization
that has given me so much.”

Hawkins said he wanted the
chance to pour into students and
advocate for both traditional
and nontraditional agricultural
students.

The process of becoming the
Texas FFA President was a gru-
eling one, but Hawkins found
himself enjoying connecting with
others throughout.

“It was interesting. We had our
initial round of interviews, and our
test, then gave our speeches at our
respective area conventions. Be-
ing able to give my speech, talk to
members and truly let them see the
authentic real me at all times, was
very important to me,” Hawkins
explained.

“I was able to do that, so hear-
ing my name called as the next
officer from Area IV at my con-
vention was already a huge bless-
ing. I always told members that
I didn’t fill out a state president
application, I filled out a state of-
ficer application because that was
the ultimate job I wanted.

I knew whether I heard my
name called for the travel team or
not, I was already a state officer.
So, to hear my name called is
just an honor words cannot even
describe. I thank God every day I
can do what I do, and I love every
minute of it.”
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Being named Texas FFA Presi-
dent meant Hawkins would defer
his first year of college to travel
the Lone Star State. Hawkins,
together with the vice president,
make up the travel team. They
visit approximately three schools
a day, five days a week.

“When it comes to member
engagement, [ get to see FFA
members every single day. One
of the most beautiful things has
been that no chapter is the same.
No area is the same. How FFA
looks up in the Panhandle versus
how it looks in South Texas is
completely different. Being able
to talk to members and get their
experiences of where they come
from, and who they are as people,
you get to see little parts of the
world. That is something I have
loved the most. You understand
people a lot more when you see
where they come from.”

The biggest obstacle for the
state president during the past year
has been taking care of himself, a
hard thing to do when on the road
every single day. Yet Hawkins
explained you must take care of
yourself to be able to be there for
the members.

Fortunately, there has been an
incredible group of state staff and
board members who look after the
state officers and take good care of
them, along with a large network
of past members across the state
who are always more than happy
to help in any way possible.

It is all worth it for Hawkins
as he has daily opportunities to sit
and engage with members.

“My favorite part honestly is
having a good laugh. There are
two things that are an easy way to
get to my heart, laughter and mu-
sic. Being able to share jokes and
music tastes and engage members
in that sense where we can just sit
down at a table and have a good
meal, make a few jokes, and then
talk are things I love to do the
most. That is where I shine. I love
being able to meet members where
they are at,” Hawkins said.

As he gathers with FFA mem-

After his year of service is complete, Isaac Hawkins, Jr. will attend
Tarleton State University where he will be a pre-vet major studying
animal science for his undergraduate degree. (Photos courtesy Texas
FFA Association)

bers, he says his one goal is an
abstract one; to be forgotten.
“The reason I say that is be-
cause when you think of people
who have made such incredible
impacts on our world, such as the
creator of the iPhone or the traffic
light, those people and the things
they did are so synonymous that
when you think of it, you don’t
think of the person who made
it, you think of the object itself.

So, my ultimate goal at the end
of the year is not that people will
remember Isaac Hawkins, Jr., or
the fact he was 5’5, or that he bred
snakes. I want people to be able
to reflect on their time in FFA.
When they see that blue and gold
emblem, I hope they see a sense
of community. I hope they have a
sense of pride and know they can
always come home; they always
have people who are willing to
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talk to them and willing to help
them. If that is the feeling I can
instill within members at the end
of my year, I could care less if
people remember who I am at the
end of the day because, for me, I
have done my job.”

After his year of service is
complete, Hawkins will attend
Tarleton State University where
he will be a pre-vet major studying
animal science for his undergradu-
ate degree. His goals are ultimate-
ly to attend graduate school and
become a livestock veterinarian
with a specialty in exotics.

Weston Parr

Parr is from the Sam Rayburn
FFA chapter and the Area V As-
sociation, but the leader who now
serves more than 19,100 members
of Area V entered the FFA organi-
zation as a shy teenager who sat in
the back of the room.

“I didn’t talk to a whole lot
of people. I didn’t know what I
wanted to do with my life or where
I could see myself, so I wasn’t
involved on my high school cam-
pus,” Parr recalled.

“Then I started FFA and slowly
but surely, my ag teachers worked
me into attending more contests,
meeting new people, and speak-
ing. I remember the first time
I gave an officer speech to my
chapter. I can still remember how
embarrassing it was. To see the
progression from that moment
to speaking on stage at the state
convention in front of thousands
of people. Now I feel like I can
enter the industry I want and be
successful all because of what FFA
afforded me for five years.”

There is not much Parr did not
do during his time in high school.
His contest participation included
chapter conducting, wool judging,
cotton judging, wildlife, and job
interview, but his favorite was
extemporaneous speaking, which
he did not start until his senior year
of high school.

“I wish I could go back to my
freshman, sophomore, and junior
years and start that sooner. I think
if T had more time, I would have

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM

Texas FFA is a dynamic youth organization that makes a positive
difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier
leadership, personal growth, and career success through agricultural

education. {texasffa.org)

been more successful than I al-
ready was, but that was something
I didn’t realize I liked at the time.
I’m not naturally somebody who

Service-Learning Proficiency
title, was a National FFA Service-
Learning Proficiency finalist, and
a Texas FFA Extemporaneous

"“When 9 started 9 asked myyeé{
How can 9 be the hest state officer 9 can
be so that those who voted me into this
office can see we are making an
impact on their ife?" 9 think we, the
whole team, have done an incm&/ié/ejbé

of that L%iyymr and it is 5'0mefﬁinﬂ we
are very pmm/ of..."
~ Weston Parr

likes to speak in public, but it was
actually my favorite,” Parr said.
Parr won several awards dur-
ing his time competing. In 2023
alone, Parr earned the Texas FFA

Speaking finalist. In addition to his
CDE and LDE events during high
school, he showed commercial
steers at Houston, and boilers at
most major shows, participated in

the county show with projects in
ag mechanics, showed goats from
time to time, and showed heifers
until graduation.

“FFA provides invaluable re-
sources and knowledge to be suc-
cessful once you leave high school
and you are out of the blue jacket
for the first time. [ have been a part
ofalot of great organizations over
the years, and they are all great in
their own way, but in my opinion,
FFA is the most successful at pro-
ducing members of society who
want to go and do something with
themselves,” Parr said.

He was halfway through his
time as Area V Association Presi-
dent and attending the national
convention when he began to
ponder the idea of running for
state office.

“This is around the time when
you usually figure out if you want
to go through and be a state officer
or you decide that area officer
is your last run. I was unsure of
where I wanted to go, but I knew
I didn’t want to be done with
FFA. 1 decided maybe it would
be a good opportunity not only
for me to make more friendships
and connections, but also to give
back to the program that allowed
me to be able to do what I can do
today,” Parr explained.

Somewhere along the way,
Parr made the leap to run for state
officer, still a little doubtful of his
chances, but he at least wanted to
take the opportunity.

“Lo and behold, I got it, and
now I am here doing this, and it
is one of the coolest things I have
ever gotten the opportunity to do,”
Parr said.

The state officer said the pro-
cess was a grueling one. After
candidates go through their in-
terviews and their test, there is a
waiting period where they do not
know where they stand amongst
the other candidates.

“I could not focus on anything
except worrying about, ‘Am I
going to be a full-time college
student and state officer, or am I
Continued on page 42
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Continued from page 41

going to be a full-time state officer
and travel the state of Texas?’ It
is very gut-wrenching. Every day
you wake up, and that is all you
think about,” Parr said.

At the state convention, his
nerves were running high, but it
was all worth it the moment Parr
heard his name announced.

“The moment you hear your
name it is like all of the bricks just
fall off your shoulder,” Parr said.

“The whole process is just one
of those things that breaks you
down, in a good way, but it is
going to build you back up again.
You are going to be better than you
were before you started.”

State officers serve a one-year
term as they dedicate their time to
inspiring and informing members
of FFA across Texas. One day they
might be meeting with a class of
FFA members and the next be
attending a leadership event in
Austin.

In addition, Parr balances the
responsibilities of his role with
being a full-time college student
at West Texas A&M University.

He must keep high enough
grades for his scholarships and is
a member of the agricultural fra-
ternity Alpha Gamma Rho, all of
which can be difficult to keep up.
For example, Parr just recently re-
turned from being gone for nearly
two weeks.

“The hardest part is balancing
everything. A lot of this job is be-
ing a college student while also
traveling the state and getting
some of the coolest opportunities
that a lot of people don’t get or
even know about. It varies and is
the most diverse job I have ever
had and probably ever will have,”
Parr said.

His favorite part of this ex-
perience is attending events and
meeting with members. He recalls
when he was young and would see
officers on stage or at an event.
He thought they were the most
important individuals who were
doing an amazing job.

“Now that I get to do that,
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Weston Parr balances his role with being a full-time college student
at West Texas A&M University. He plans to graduate with a degree in
agricultural education. (Photo courtesy Texas FFA Association)

I want to make sure those kids
that were like me get interactions
with me. I try to go to those kids
as much as I can and meet them,
add them on Instagram, ask them
questions about who they are, so
maybe they can go home and say,
‘I met this state officer, maybe I
want to do that one day. I want
to be able to do what he does for
other people.” That’s my favorite
part,” Parr said.

The bit of advice he shares for

other FFA members wanting to run
for office or with big goals of their
own is to never deviate from their
plan and never give up.
“Everything happens for a
reason. You hear that all the time,
but it is true. As a state officer,
sometimes I don’t know how I
am going to get through the week.
I will have five tests and several
things to be submitted, and I don’t
have time to do it all, so balancing
that is hard. But if you keep your

head down and stay focused, you
will get through anything. You
might think you won’t, but you’ll
come out on the other end better
than you were,” Parr said.

Parr plans to graduate with a
degree in agricultural education.
He hopes to teach for a while be-
fore entering administration, and
then hopefully one day down the
road run for a state elected office
in order to support farmers, ranch-
ers, first responders, and medical
personnel.

One of Parr’s biggest goals
entering his year as a state officer
was to create ties with others,
knowing it would help boost his
future success and provide him
opportunities to give back to ag-
riculture in the future.

“I have very high standards
for myself in life so I wanted to
use this year to build connections
with people that I thought I may
have a run-in with at some point
within my career as an educator
and hopefully one day when I get
into local and state policy.

I wanted to use it as a net-
working tool for me to shake a
lot of hands and meet a lot of
faces, introduce myself to a lot of
people, and also at the same time,
make contacts that are going to
last me the rest of my life. But I
also wanted to give back to the
members who voted me into this
office,” Parr said.

“When I started I asked my-
self, ‘How can I be the best state
officer I can be so that those who
voted me into this office can see
we are making an impact on their
life?’ I think we, the whole team,
have done an incredible job of
that this year and it is something
we are very proud of. Our travel
team does a fantastic job with the
workshops so getting to be a part
of that is super cool. This whole
year for me was about growing
connections and giving back to
those who gave to me in the first
place.”

To learn more about Texas FFA
organization and its leaders, visit
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WHEN A CITY GIRL

By Annette Bridges

Ode to a Very Good Bull

It was one of those necessary,
yet very sad days in the life of a
cattle rancher.

We had to say goodbye to our
bull, Frankie. We returned from
the agonizing drive, and I felt
compelled to sit down and pon-
der how to write an ode to a very
good bull.

I have read all the rationale on
when it is time to retire a bull. The
average age for many ranchers is
around eight years.

Our Frankie was beyond his
prime.

We probably knew last year it
was about time for him to retire.

His lack of enthusiasm when
he returned to the herd after his
spring hiatus was a clue.

The very slow start to our
spring calving this year, and cows
that never conceived confirmed
what we did not want to admit last
year. It was time.

Frankie was a handsome and
gentle giant. A Charolais mix,
but he could be fierce if he felt
threatened.

I remember one summer
when a neighbor’s Charolais bull
stepped over his broken fence and
leaped over ours.

He was not welcomed. This
neighbor bull was significantly
larger than Frankie, but that did
not stop our Frankie from defend-
ing his territory.

Frankie immediately chal-
lenged the intruder into a head-
butting duel and trust me when I
say Frankie would not be defeated.
Size does not matter when it
comes to fighting for and protect-
ing those you love. Love makes
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Frankie the bull had a polite and cooperative disposition. (Photo courtesy
Annette Bridges)

you brave and strong.

What do you get when you
mix a Charolais bull with black
Angus cows? Stunning smokey
gray calves.

Frankie produced the most
beautiful calves we have ever had
on our ranch, as well as one or two
sets of healthy twins each year.

I know our girls appreciated

having calves fathered by Frankie.
His babies were smaller than his
predecessors.

Our gentle bull gave us gentle
calves. His calves were the first
to eat cubes out of my hand and
loved to have their heads rubbed.

I honestly do not know if'this is
normal bull behavior, but I always
loved how Frankie was the last in
line on a pasture move.

I liked to think he was being
chivalrous and gentlemanly and
let his ladies go through the open
gate before he did.

Watching our Frankie with his
wife of the day was a sweet sight
to behold.

When he was with his lady
love he would graze beside her,
give her sweet licks, and lay down
next to her.

Even when mating season
reached its conclusion, he re-
mained a loving companion to his
herd mates.

Frankie was a kind and patient
teacher to his bull calves. I never
saw him be aggressive toward or
frustrated by his pack of young
bulls who stayed beside him, or
even in his way when it was time
to inseminate. He simply waited
for them to move aside so he could
do his business.

Our Frankie had a polite and
cooperative disposition with us
and did what was wanted or com-
manded of him.

Even loading him up to make
his last trip in our stock trailer was
not difficult. You will be missed,
Frankie.

I hope you know how much
you were loved.#,
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By Jesse Kader

This month western meets safari with this fun
army green jumpsuit. I love a good jumpsuit that is
simple but stylish and can be accessorized in so many
ways. This one especially caught my eye because of
the western yoke detail. See this and more at www.

! |jessesjewelz.com|iy,
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T&S

MFG, INC.

= Feeding America's livestock
since 1879

= Flat conveyor chain won't
breakup cubes

» Adjustable flow gate - Feed
from 2-8 Ibs per pile or steady
trail, whichever you choose.

* Counter inside truck counts

= feed

* Heavy duty steel construction

Trip Hopper
Range Cattle Feeder
Constant speed,
constant duty motor,
Chain and sprocket drive
Worlds Best as tested by

ranchers, ask anybody! s

el

Dealer Inquiries Welcome
Jermyn, TX 76459

940.342.2005 » www.isfeeders.com

Southmest FABRICATORS

Hugo, Oklahoma
Our price can’t be beat on a comparable product
Cut Your Overhead, Increase Your Profits
with Round Overhead Storage Bins.
Puts the bloom on your cattle to get top
price for less money!

TOLL FREE: (877) 326-3574

www.overheadbins.coml
E-mail Us:

GET A JUMP ON
THE SPRING CRO
WEEDS NOW!

CROSS TIMBERS AG SERVICE
%)’ & BEREND BROS. |

“SAME GREAT SERVICE CROSS TIMBERS AG
SPRAYING PROVIDES WITH BEREND BROS.™

Services offered through Berend Bros. and
Cross Timber Ag include custom spray
application of:

« LIQUID FERTILIZER

« HERBICIDE

« INSECTICIDE

* GRASS PRE-EMERGENT
« PASTURE “BURN DOWN"
(glyphosate application)

O .
Amine 4 EQUIPMENT LIC ey HERBICIDE

As always, with a valid license, our valued customers can
purchase state and federal restriction herbicides/insecticides
for their use as well!

Greenhouses
are open and
fully stocked!
Stop by today!

= K

troy@overheadbins.com

ND BBF)S.

Call Kyle Peterson, 940-224-0366
or Chase Witt, 940-867-2556 for more details or
to schedule your custom spray application job today!

Bowie 940-872-5131 ¢« Windthorst 940-423-6223
Wichita Falls 940-723-2736
Olney 940-564-5674 * Megargel 940-562-4491
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By Lacey Vilhauer

Beef Chimichangas

Total Time:One Hour | Serves 8

Ingredients:

1-2 cups vegetable oil

Y cup diced white onion

2 tsp minced garlic

Y% TBSP chili powder

Y4 tsp oregano

Y5 tsp ground cumin

1 Ib. ground beef

1 tsp salt

Y tsp black pepper

% to a full can of Rotel tomatoes and green chilis
8 (burrito-sized) flour tortillas, warmed

2 cups shredded Monterey Jack cheese
Toppings: salsa, sour cream, guacamole, queso
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Directions:

Brown hamburger meat and onions in a large skillet until onions are
slightly softened. Add in garlic chili powder, oregano and cumin. Stir
and cook until fragrant, about 1 minute. Season with salt and pepper.
Stir in Rotel. Cook and stir another five minutes. Set aside.

Warm tortillas in the microwave. On each tortilla, place about %2 cup
of meat mixture. Do not overfill. Top with shredded cheese. Fold sides
over the meat and cheese, then fold bottom over the sides and roll up.
Place all folded chimichangas, seam side down, on a large plate and
repeat with remaining tortillas.

In a separate large skillet, pour enough vegetable oil to fill 2 inches
full of oil. Heat oil over low heat. The oil needs to reach 375 degrees.
Using tongs, lower one chimichanga at a time into the hot oil, seam
side down. Fry until golden brown on both sides, 1 to 2 minutes on
each side. Place cooked chimichangas on a paper towel lined to absorb
oil. Repeat with the rest of the chimichangas. Serve warm with your
favorite toppings. &,
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w = EDGEOFTHE LAKE =
VINE YARD anp WINERY
920 CR 231 VALLEY VIEW, TX = POBox253 ¢
Fall Hours: ]
Mon-Wed Closed = Thurs 4-7 p.m.
Fri-Sat 1-7 p.m. * Sun 1-5 p.m.
[edgeofthelakevineyard.com|
reservations@eotlvineyard.com
= 940 726 3785 .

A

3399 Peterson Rd. South
lIowa Park TX
940-855-2093

orseshoebendcellars.co

616 7th Street

wiChita Falls’ Tx 76301 ..!“ Proudly producing 100% Texas wines : -
940.500.4994 TASTING ROOM OPEN FRI - SUN

: 704 County Road 1895, Sunsel, Texas 76270
www. cof feesandwine.com soe fonasss ' ,-f

Open Thurs - Sat « 4 p.m. - 10 p.m. For winery hours and directions call
COFFEE ROASTER - URBAN WINERY 940.867.7669 or visit www.ogcellars.com @

-
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Have NTFR sent to your
email each month!

NORTH TEXAS FARM & RANCH

NTFR

Visit www.ntfronline.com
to sign up for a FREE
online subscription to NTFR

repur posuiMl-\TERIALSin__c.com
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AMErica s largest..
USED - SURPLUS

5703 Crawford Ln, Ste C, F

Expanded Metal Panels

& S87 @a

Cable Protector Ramps

$450feal

LAVENDER RIDGE
PIWI M) —FARMS —€€¢t¢

A TREAT FOR ALL YOUR SENSES

OPEN MARCH - OCTOBER

FRIDAY - SUNDAY 9-5 | CAFE 10:30 - 3:30

91 CR 178, GAINESVILLE, TEXAS 74240 +

WWW.LAVENDERRIDGEFARMS.COM
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3 Tubing Types
to Choose From §
¢ Round 17/8” 12 ga
¢ Square 1 3/4” 11 ga
¢ Rectangle 2”x3” 14 ga '

All units are now equipped with
2” ball hitch, 5000# jack, lights,
(3) 4’ personal gates & dual rear wheels.

Patent Pending

Burllngton Weldmg, LLc
1101 Industrial Blvd, Cherokee, 0K 73728
580-596-3381

www.diamondwcorrals.com
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Today

I am often amazed by the speed of changes
in our technology and our lifestyle. I struggle
to get my head around something new, only
to find out it is now old. Here is the thing to
keep in mind; what is new today, will be old
tomorrow.

Recently, I came across a picture of a farm
auction from the mid-1940s, and in looking at
it, the picture might as well have been from
the Dark Ages.

It depicted the vehicles the auction-goers
drove, the machinery being sold, the people
attending the auction, and so many other things
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By Dal Houston

indicative of the times.

Obviously, everything shown in the picture
is now an antique. The thing that grabbed my
attention was the irony that at the time the
picture was taken, the technology and the de-
velopments of man were at their very highest.

World War I was over, atomic weapons had
been created and so many other technologies,
developments and other things existed that
were beyond our wildest thoughts just a few
years carlier.

And yet, here I was looking at this picture
that depicted what seemed to be an ancient

LIFESTYLE g

Will Become Tomorrow

time.

I then realized that man today is likewise at
the very top of their technology, developments
and thoughts, just as those people in the picture
were during the time it was taken, and for many
of us, we cannot imagine right now just how
much more the world can change. Many of us,
myself included, think we know it all.

We think we are civilized, sophisticated and
smart. What we have to remember is that, in
the future, someone will look at a picture of
us as we are today and likewise think, that was
the Dark Ages. (7,
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University of North Texas music students
were in awe by Texas Music icon, Lyle Lovett
recently during his visit to the Denton campus
to share his music and personal secrets on
navigating a successful music career.

The four-time Grammy winner has recorded
14 albums and has released 25 singles through-
out his illustrious career.

He’s also most famous for creating his
Large Band consisting of his talented rhythm
section and a full horn section.

I too have had the honor of recording with
Lyle during my time with Asleep At The Wheel
and being a UNT grad, I was pleasantly sur-
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prised by this act of good will toward these
young musicians.

Composition and arranging students were
asked to arrange an original composition
of Lovett’s and perform it with the world
renowned, One O’clock Lab Band under the
direction of Alan Blaylock. One of those ar-
rangements featured Lyle’s Large Band’s lead
Alto Saxophonist, Brad Leali. (Pictured above
with Lyle and myself.) Brad ,or “Professor,” as
referred to by Lovett, is also a UNT grad and
Professor of Saxophone at UNT.

Kudos to my Alma Mater and to Lyle Lovett
for giving back to these young people.f,

7

Listen to Dave
Alexander’s
Radio Show,

Big Texas Country and
Western Swing Show.
davealexander.com.
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LONE 5% STAR

AG CREDIT
FINANCING OUTSIDE THE CITY LIMITS

View Our

PRESERVING Loan Calculator
THE FAMILY LEGACY

LoneStarAgCredit.com

800-530-1252
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From NACs to Climate Smart Easements:
Advancing 30X30

By Martha Crump

In the April issue of North Tex-
as Farm & Ranch, I introduced the
discussion of what is considered
the Biden 30X30 Land Grab via
the quiet attempt to push through
the formation of Natural Asset
Companies. If you are a landowner
and have not heard about this, I
encourage you to research it for
your own protection. Natural
Asset Companies would have
been publicly tradable securities
that hold rights to, and manage
the productivity and ecological
benefits of natural assets such as
natural forests, marine areas and
farmland. They place a value on
natural processes. Thanks to the
watchful eye of a few, NACs have
been stopped for now, but make
no mistake, this battle is far from
over. According to the American
Stewards of Liberty, the Intrinsic
Exchange Group is the company
responsible for the failed attempt
to monetize natural processes via
the development of “Natural As-
set Companies.” The New York
Times is already helping IEG
to set the stage for a rebranding
of the idea with the article they
ran entitled “Nature Has Value.
Could We Literally Invest In
[t?” which ran on Feb. 18 of this
year. The NYT readily assured
their readers that, “Natural asset
companies would put a market
price on improving ecosystems,
rather than on destroying them.”
That is a perfect lead-in for IEG
as they had already indicated that
they would be rebranding the idea
in yet another attempt to create the
investment vehicle.

United States Representative
Mark Green (TN-07), Chairman
of the Homeland Security Com-
mittee, and Representative Harriet
Hageman (WY-AL) introduced
the Protect America’s Lands Act
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Natural Asset Companies would have been publicly tradable securities that hold rights to, and manage the
productivity and ecological benefits of, natural assets such as natural forests, marine areas and farmland.
(Courtesy photo)

to prevent the Securities and Ex-
change Commission (SEC) from
authorizing NACs on the New
York Stock Exchange or any other
Exchange once the initial effort to
quietly do so was called out and
fortunately stopped. As noted by
the American Stewards of Liberty,
when filing the bill, Chairman
Green stated “NACs are a preda-
tory means for foreign adversaries
and radical environmentalists to
control and make money off of
American lands, both public and
private.” Chairman Green strongly
feels that, “Since public compa-
nies are open to foreign invest-
ments, anti-American interests can
buy stock in an NAC, giving them
ownership of our most valuable
resource - land. Most concerning
is that NACs could end up being
a backdoor for the Chinese Com-

munist Party to control. Addition-
ally, Senator Cynthia Lummis of
Wyoming introduced a companion
bill in the Senate.”

As of this point in time, Doug-
las Eger, the CEO of Intrinsic
Exchange Group, is the apparent
“lone man standing” after the
NYSE withdrew its application to
the SEC to create “Natural Asset
Companies.” Make no mistake
however, as he is already noted to
have been courting new backers.
He even expressed remorse dur-
ing an interview with Agri-pulse,
published on Jan. 24, wherein he
stated that he had regrets about
the previous approach and that,
“We’re trying to help the farm
community to get through some
very difficult times,” implying
there was misinformation spread
about their proposal. There has

been an observable “cleaning up”
of language on the IEG web pages
to make the original language
less offensive. As the American
Stewards of Liberty have sug-
gested, it seems a rather obvious
pivot with the hope that no one
remembers. An example of the
redirect is seen when this original
statement, ‘“Farmers are currently
compensated for producing com-
modity crops but not for produc-
ing clean air, water, healthy food,
soil, a stable climate, or wildlife
habitat (collectively, natural assets
and ecosystem services). Yet pro-
ducing these essential goods and
services and managing resources
wisely is as valuable or perhaps
even more valuable, than food
production.” This language was
toned down to read “Yet producing
Continued on page 55
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Sooner Scale, Inc.

Any Animal « Any Load - Everytime!

The accurate, dependable way to increase your profits
while reducing your weighing time.

SSI manufactures [§
a complete line
of Side Rail and L ‘
Flat Top model

truck scales and
Livestock scales.

SSI also provides
service on all
makes and types
of scales.

We also design and build custom units to meet specific application needs.

Www.soonersscale.com

JONES MACHINE

The Original  auaury
Root Grubber bl L5

« Kills tree by cuttfing roots SATISFACTION
6" to 8” underground GUARANTEED!
» Effective on mesquite, juniper,
cedar, hulsach and other brush problems
* 3-point reversible blade for clearing fence rows

Blade Width CAT HP WT Delivered Price
18" I 20-40 230lb $1,515

27" 1} 40-80 2851b $1,735

30" llorlll 80-110 380lb $2,085

356" lorll

110-180 390lb $2,170

Blade Width
16> Skid-Steer
Cat Universal
HP 50-140
WT 380 1b.

Delivered Price: $2,350

(800) 919-4949 - FAX: (940) 552-6362
JONESMACHINESHOP 1944@YAH00.COM « P.0. BOX 1577, VERNON, TEXAS 76385

- “Wllatever your reason ~
e |Ia|ll} Illllllalle for every season”
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AND SUPPLIES
23/82T7/831/241/2+51/2+7
DoME CAPS & SPRINGS
SQUARE & RECTANGLE TUBING
ALL TYPES OF STEEL 2YEAR l LIFETIVE ‘
C-Purlin AUTHORIZED WARRANTY VAR

§ X
NSl aly RYANSE DY)

NARRANTY

DEALER

oment must perform at full capacity

SpooLs oF CABLE
ANY LENGTHS FOR FENCING ir 3/4 ton or larger

e
RounD BALE RINGS - FEED TROUGHS truck for a wide range of farm and ranch iDbE..
CATTLE GUARDS - CREEP FEEDERS )

TRAILER PARTS & SuPPLIES - NEw SUCKER Robs We offer a full line of
ranch management accessories.

FLUSCHE ENTERPRISES INC. et

Flusche Enterprises
Muenster, TX - 240-759-2203

940-759-2203 - SINCE 1942 - MUENSTER. TEXAS

FEle[NTIN.NET]- FLUSCHEENTERPRISES.COM]

and|community’y

7.

FAMILY HEALTH CLINIC

muensterhospital.com

509 North Maple St., Muenster Hours
Mon-Fri 8am - 5pm

Yvonne Ambrose, #2-¢  Khawaja Anwar, #0. Jessica Bowman, fp-¢ Eric Hellman, 4.0 Melissa Trubenbach, f#p-¢
Family Nurse Practiioner Intenal Medicing/Cardlology  Family Norse Practiioner Family Wedicine Family Wurse Practoner 940-759-2226

COVID Testing and Vaccinations are available through our Clinic call 940-759-2226
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Continued from page 52

these essential goods and services
and managing resources wisely
is valuable to many economic
actors and to a more prosperous
agricultural sector in the future.”
It is a new marketing campaign, it
is already well underway, and for
all intents and purposes appears
to again be informing those of us
in agriculture that they really only
want what is the best for us.

Now on to a quick look at the
U.S. Department of Agriculture
and their March 13, 2024, an-
nouncement that they will invest
$138 million in 138 “climate-
smart conservation easements”
with Inflation Reduction Act fund-
ing. Unfortunately, the programs
landowners will be signing up
for seem to have an entirely new
purpose.

One that is hidden deep inside
the verbiage of the Inflation Re-
duction Act passed in 2022. An
additional $19.5 billion dollars
were added to industry approved
conservation programs landown-
ers have been using since 1985.
The names of the programs were
kept the same, but the change was
to the statutory purpose for the
funds, thus altering what landown-
ers were committing to carrying
out. According to research done
by the American Stewards for
Liberty, “Few landowners are
aware of the change. You won’t
find it highlighted in the USDA
publications or find mention of
it in any of the agency literature.
You must read the IRA language
directly to catch the ‘bait and
switch.”” The 138 climate-smart
conservation easements the USDA
recently announced fall under the
Agricultural Conservation Ease-
ment Program (ACEP). In its in-
ception, this program was a part of
the Food Safety Act of 1985. The
intended purpose of the program
is to “protect the agricultural use
and future viability, and related
conservation values of eligible
land...” and “protect grazing uses
and related conservation values by
restoring or conserving eligible
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Wichita Falls Area
CattleWomen

land.” To the discerning reader,
it would seem that ACEP’s fund-
ing by the IRA might have a new
purpose, “...prioritize projects
and activities that mitigate or
address climate change through
the management of agricultural
production, including by reduc-
ing or avoiding greenhouse gas
emissions” (IRA, HR 576 117th
Congress).

This is a total flip of purpose
of the ACEP program that takes
us from ensuring the producers’
agriculture viability to allowing
the federal government control
over our agricultural production.
As the American Stewards of
Liberty so clearly summarize,
“The IRA-funded conservation
contracts must be managed to
mitigate climate change at the ex-
pense of food production. Whether
or not a landowner is meeting this
requirement will be determined

by the federal government, which
retains the right of enforcement
through the federal easement, in
perpetuity.” It is a “climate smart”
sales pitch with billions of budget
dollars aimed at convincing land-
owners to voluntarily sign up.
When the marketing is good
and the programs are endorsed by
trusted agricultural organizations,
it will be easy to be drawn in. The
push is to enroll as many produc-
ers into agricultural easements as
possible, even going so far as to
partner with environmental groups
such as Ducks Unlimited, who in
turn hired 10 easement acquisition
specialists to assist NRCS. I will
say that this information is not
meant to malign any of our friends
and partners in agriculture work-
ing in our local NRCS offices. We
are constantly utilizing services
and checking on NRCS programs
that help us get done what we

need to have done and if there are
funds to do that, we, like many of
you, do not hesitate to apply for
them. As obscure as much of the
information is, by design, they
may be in the dark as much as the
rest of us. After all, who has time
out from the daily grind to parse
through obscure language in gov-
ernmental documents?

To quote American author Al-
ice Walker, “The most common
way people give up their power is
by thinking they don’t have any.”
You have the power to reach out to
the representatives for your area.
If they are not a co-sponsor of any
of the bills to stop NACs then let
them know how you feel about
supporting the legislation to stop
the underhanded land grabs and
the extremist agendas. I am no
longer doing it just for me but for
my grandchildren and their future.

The next meeting of the
WFACW will be on May 21,
2024, at the Forum, 2120 Speed-
way, Wichita Falls, Texas, at
11:30 a.m. if you wish to bring
your lunch to eat and visit, with
the business meeting starting at
noon. Be sure to like and follow
us on our Facebook page as well.
All schedules, events and news
will be posted there.

References:

1. NAC’s Will Be Back...IEG
Scrubs Website!, February 1,
2024; American Stewards of Lib-
erty, Liberty Matters News Source

2. New York Times Attempts
to Rebrand NACs; February 28,
2024; American Stewards of Lib-
erty, Liberty Matters News Source

3. Bill Filed to Stop NACs;
March 14, 2024; American Stew-
ards of Liberty, Liberty Matters
News Source

4.USDA’s Climate Smart Ease-
ments Advance 30x30; March 28,
2024; American Stewards of Lib-
erty, Liberty Matters News Source

Calling Your U.S. House and
Senate Members

House Directory: https://www.
lhouse.gov/representatives|

Senate Directory: https:/www.
[senate.gov/senators| 7,
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A ranch map might be viewed
as a guide to what you’ve got: a
simple, visual reference to known
information. But Josh Gaskamp,
Noble Research Institute regen-
erative ranching advisor and
manager, suggests enlarging your
view of mapping tools.

“A lot of ranchers who want
to introduce more regenerative
grazing practices want to start
with a grazing plan. Some people
are big planners, so that fits them,”
Gaskamp says. “But some people
are journalers, and when you start
to journal your grazing on a map,
it turns that map into a decision-
making tool.”

The difference, he says, comes
down to what suits your person-
ality and gets you closer to your
grazing goals.

“For me, having a bunch of
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O
Tips for Using a Digital Map Appg

By Laura Nelson, Noble Research Institute

moves planned out ahead feels
too prescriptive — I get stuck on
what I said I was going to do,
rather than observing the forage
for what I should actually do in the
moment,” Gaskamp says.

Instead, he’s found guidance in
using digital mapping software to
track and journal his grazing deci-
sions and observations. Using an
application like Google Earth as
his guide, he uses his recordings
to make decisions for the future.

Find the right application for
your ranch.

There are many options to
choose from, ranging from paid,
grazing-specific software and
applications to geo-spatial maps,
mapping apps, measuring soft-
ware —there’s an app and a tool for
about every need you might con-
sider. Gaskamp says if you haven’t

used a digital mapping tool on the
ranch before, the simplest place
to start is likely with a free tool
you’re already accustomed to.
Google Maps is almost ubig-
uitous to most cell phone users.
Google Earth is the next level of
3D mapping that uses satellite
imagery from around the world.
Google Earth can be downloaded
for free from the app store on your
smart phone or accessed on a com-
puter atjwww.earth.google.com|.
“There are numerous apps out
there you can use to do this,” Gas-
kamp says. “I usually recommend
Google Earth as a place to start
because it’s simple. Most people
have already used Google Maps or
have a Google account, so it takes
next to no training.”
Start with the top three tools -
polygon, pinpoint, measure.

One of the benefits of a tool
like Google Earth is its ability
to transfer mapping data across
platforms — from your smart phone
to your computer to printing out
an analog version of your map-
ping records. While the primary
function of the software is avail-
able both on the phone app and
on your computer, Gaskamp says
he often finds it easiest to start by
setting up the original map on the
computer, where he can use more
precise mouse clicks. Either way,
start by locating your property on
the map. You’ll need a Google
account in order to start and save
a new project, which is where the
following mapping additions will
be filed. Experiment with different
views and basic layer options —
turn on 3D views or longitudinal
grid lines — then look at the three
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primary tools on the toolbar.

1. Use the path or polygon
tool to outline the boundaries of
your ranch.

Experiment using the different
options for colors and shading.
Gaskamp suggests using one color
for the primary boundary, then use
another color to start marking per-
manent fences. Each new polygon
shape can measure the perimeter
distance and the area inside the
perimeter.

As he builds temporary fences,
Gaskamp marks the grazing area
with yet another color and saves
the polygon, named by the date he
moved livestock into the paddock.
In the polygon’s description, he
may record pasture conditions on
the date of move-in, how many
animals he moved, what water or
weather conditions were, and any
other observations.

2. Use the pin or placemark
tool to note existing infrastruc-
ture.

Most useful would be water
sources, but other buildings, gates,
power sources, fencing or utilities
might also be of note. Add a de-
scription and change the color and
size of the markers — say, denoting
the capacity of different waters
sources with different colors.
Click ‘+ media’ to add photos of
the location. This might also be a
place to mark grazing exclosures
or observational sites, saving pho-
tos of those locations along with
monitoring notes and dates.

3. The third primary tool in
the Google Earth toolbox is the
measurement tool.

Measure distances to determine
fencing needs, calculate grazing
areas, measure the distance ani-
mals must travel to water sources
and more.

Use every acre of the ranch,
with the most efficiency.

On his home ranch, Gaskamp
uses the visual representation of
his grazing history to make sure
his sheep have covered every
grazeable acre in his quick-mov-
ing, adaptive grazing system.

“It really paints a picture when
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On his home ranch, Gaskamp uses the visual representation of his grazing history to make sure his sheep
have covered every grazeable acre in his quick-moving, adaptive grazing system. (Photos courtesy Noble

Research Institute)

I turn on all these polygons and
see, ‘I still need to graze over
there,” or ‘I’'m missing an oppor-
tunity here.” There are places that
maybe I’m not grazing because it’s
harder for the animals to get to it,
or I just don’t like building fence
in that particular area,” Gaskamp
says.

Regardless of why the area
isn’t shaded into the grazing log,
seeing it on the map creates a stark
reminder: “To be most profitable,
I want to utilize every single acre
on the ranch.”

If you’re in the early planning
stages of developing a pasture or
grazing plan, the measuring tools
on a digital map might be a good
place to start.

“We know from research that
animals will only travel so far for
water,” Gaskamp says.

That varies depending on ter-
rain, environment and livestock
characteristics. Research how
far you think your animals might
travel on average, then use that
as a guide to evaluate pastures.
It’s likely that forage beyond that
distance is underutilized, and the
grazing land closer to the water
sources are overused. Use the map
and those measurements to start
planning how to use fencing or

new water sources to more evenly
distribute grazing patterns.

“By journaling it on the map,
I ensure that I’ve hit every graze-
able acre on my ranch, and that
I’m using it most efficiently so
I can also offer the longest rest
periods possible,” Gaskamp says.
“That’s how we start to utilize
every acre, which increases the
carrying capacity of the ranch.”

Get honest about your
grazeable acres.

The up-to-date satellite im-
agery of a digital map provides
a valuable view of how much of
your land is actually grazeable.

“It doesn’t seem like much, but
once you start studying that map
and take away the couple acres
your house and yard sits on, the
roadway and ditch, the area that’s
getting covered up by brush en-
croachment or is underwater part
of the year — it all adds up,” Gas-
kamp says. “You start to realize
you’ve been stocking for a 90-acre
piece of land that really only has
70 grazeable acres.”

Google Earth Pro offers the
additional feature of historic im-
ages. Google Earth Pro is also
free, but requires a software
download from your computer’s
web browser. If you use the Pro

version, look under ‘view’ to se-
lect ‘historic imagery.’

“There, you can really see
changes in your land over time,”
Gaskamp says. “This can offer
some big ‘ah-ha’ moments.”

Maybe Grandpa calculated his
stocking rate accurately based on
90 grazeable acres, but over time,
timber or brush encroachment ate
away at that number, and the next
generation never made the proper
stocking adjustments.

Studying these changes and the
current reality can help calculate
truly grazeable acres so you can
stock your ranch appropriately.
It can also help you make a more
concrete plan if you need to
control brush, change grazing
strategies or both to re-gain some
grazeable acres.

“Journaling like this signifi-
cantly changed my operation,”
Gaskamp says. “I’m journaling on
these maps to learn. I’m journaling
to help me make decisions next
time I come back to that portion
of the ranch. I’'m journaling to
keep track of animal health, ani-
mal behavior, forage quality, and
I’m putting it into this digital map
form so I have a really good visual
representation of what I did, and
how I can keep improving.”;
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Grazing No rth Texas

By Tony Dean, tonydean.tx1@gmail.com

Bud Break

Many of us who live and work
in the country take note of when
mesquites leaf out in the spring.
For most people, this is just a ca-
sual observation of life around us
and a promise that warm weather
is around the corner.

If you are interested in kill-
ing mesquite with an herbicide,
“bud break” on mesquites is a
significant event and signals the
beginning of your planning for a
successful control.

Mesquites go through a fairly
predictable life cycle every year.
This, of course, changes some-
what with location, weather pat-
terns, soils, and other factors, but
the overall process is very similar
wherever you find mesquite.

Research during prior decades
has shown us that there are times
each spring when we can antici-
pate a good kill on mesquites with
foliar application of herbicides.

Bud break signals the tree
is ready to come out of its long
winter dormancy.

The first leaves soon follow
and carbohydrates stored in the
roots begin moving up in the
trees to furnish energy for leaf
formation and for other forms of
growth including new stems and
sometimes a bean crop.

The primary goal to effectively
kill the tree is to get the herbicide
translocated from the leaves,
where we have to apply it, down
to the root system.

So, this early part of the spring,
when the sap is moving up to
furnish energy to grow leaves,
is not the time to spray. All we
accomplish is knocking the new

leaves bale a few days. These limbs are from trees less than three feet apart, but the upper limb is several days ahead of the lower
Recording the date of bud tree in maturity. In applying herbicide to kill mesquites, we must wait until all trees reach the right level of
break will help us to predict when — maturity. (Photos courtesy Tony Dean)
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the trees will begin sending carbo-
hydrates back down to the roots.
The first period of the downward
translocation occurs about 42 to 63
days after bud break. The second
window occurs 72 to about 85
days post-bud break.

These periods are not absolute
and can be influenced by rainfall
and other factors, but they are ap-
proximate periods when herbicide
can be delivered to the roots of
the plants.

The first window is somewhat
difficult to hit, so most of us learn
to apply the herbicide during the
second opportunity. There are
several good indicators as to when
this occurs each year.

Leaf Color

For a period when leaves first
appear, they are light green, then
late in the summer, they turn dark
green.

We should wait to spray until
the leaves have turned from light
green to dark green across the

whole pasture. After the leaves
turn dark, a good rain can cause
new leaves to sprout on the trees,
and we must wait for them to turn
dark.

Soil Temperature

There is a strong association
between soil temperature, the
period of time when the leaves
change color and the movement of
carbohydrates down to the roots.
This all occurs when soil tempera-
ture at 12”"to 18” depth reaches 75
degrees and stays 75 and above.

Mesquite Beans

Ifthere is a mesquite bean crop,
wait until the beans are fully elon-
gated before applying herbicide.

Foliage Condition

The leave must be in good
physical condition. There should
be very little damage by insects
or hail.

There are some other minor
items that could be considered, but
these four factors are the primary
indicators to look for.#7,
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It’s planting season for many
and verbenas are high on the list.
We had just fallen in love with
Superbena Imperial Blue verbena
and piled on a bunch of awards
then, stop the presses! It has a new
name which is now Superbena
Cobalt. Not sure if this would be
similar to Shakespeare’s ‘What’s
in a name?’ scenario but one thing
is for certain, it is even better than
‘The Garden Guy’ thought.

This year a cold spell of a few
nights had ‘The Garden Guy’ mov-
ing containers to the garage for a
series of nights in the mid-teens.
It was about five nights straight,
when they were afforded protec-
tion. Several of these containers
had Superbena Cobalt verbena.
There were three other containers
of verbenas on the hillside that I
did not move. All of them are now
in a stage of riotous bloom.

Superbena Cobalt is a crazy
blue or violet blue. It is this color
that has always driven photogra-
phers crazy. Sometimes it looks
like its name suggests, the old-
fashioned cobalt blue.

Then there are times it looks
more purple. Even the Proven
Winners website has trouble
nailing the color. There, it looks
purple. But I can’t fault that,
because as | write this looking
out my sunroom’s windows, I see
blooms cobalt blue and purple and
all on the same plant. One of my
Facebook followers said it even
seems to glow.
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By Norman Winter | Horticulturist, Author, Speaker

Cobalt Verbena:
Super from North to South

U

Here a dazzling display has been created with Superbells Pomegranate Punch calibrachoa and Superbena
Cobalt verbena.

This verbena, winner of Top
Performer at the University of
Georgia and University of Florida,
had a Perfect Score Award at
Michigan State University. In
other words, from north to south
and rest assured at your home too,
you will have an award-winning
blooming performance bringing
in butterflies and hummingbirds.

The vigor will surprise you too.
Proven Winners describes it as six
to 12-inches tall with a spread up

to 30 inches. As they mound to-
gether in a mixed container don’t
be surprised to see blooms two feet
high, maybe even taller and some
falling two feet over the rim.
Superbena Cobalt verbena will
need a lot of sun. The soil need
not be luxurious but as I always
say, fertile, well-drained, will be
perfect. Tight compacted clay that
takes a pick axe is hardly suitable.
On the other hand, a large mixed
container with a good lightweight

potting soil will give you the
‘green thumb.’

I’ve been trialing verbenas for a
long time, including old heirloom
varieties, know this, the handheld
pruning shear is the friend of both
you and the verbena. Cutting
back to remove stressed woody
shoots will stimulate new growth
and more blooms and add years
to your planting if you are in the
right zones.

I largely grow mine in mixed
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Superbena Cobalt verbena has won awards from north to south like Top  Superbena Cobalt verbena and Lemon Coral sedum blooms show out
Performer at University of Georgia and University of Florida and Perfect  in this complementary partnership of color. (Photos courtesy Norman
Score at Michigan State. It will win in your garden, too. Winter)

containers. This year the Superbe-
na Cobalt blue blooms have coin-
cided with an uncountable number
of yellow flowers from Lemon
Coral sedum. I have partnerships
with both Superbells Pomegran-
ate Punch and Tangerine Punch
calibrachoas, as well as Supertunia
Mini Vista Scarlet petunia.

Since I am growing them in
mixed containers that get watered
most every day, I feed every two to
three weeks with a water-soluble
mix. Those in the ground can be
fed with controlled release gran-
ules at planting with additional
side dress applications about every
six to eight weeks. They are peren-
nial in zones eight and warmer
but considered outstanding value
if grown as an annual. Look for
the award-winning Superbena
Cobalt as you shop during planting
season. Follow me on Facebook
@NormanWinterTheGardenGuy
for more photos and garden in- This dark morph female Eastern Tiger Swallowtail zeroes in on Superbena Cobalt verbena grown with
spiration.(7; Supertunia Vista Jazzberry petunia. (Photos courtesy Norman Winter, The Garden Guy)
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CLASSIFIEDS

CALL 940-872-592¢2 TO PLACE YOURS

AUCTION

TULSA STOCKYARDS-Sale every Monday
at 9 a.m. Visit. www.tulsastockyards.com| for
more information.

GRAHAM LIVESTOCK-Sale every
Monday at noon. We receive cattle seven days a
week. Call 940-549-0078 for more information
or visitfwww.grahamlivestock.com.

OKLAHOMA NATIONAL
STOCKYARDS-Serving our producers for
over 100 years. Top prioces on your cattle.
With 9 commission firms to serve you better!

405-235-8675. phisy.com.

YOUR AD COULD GO HERE-email
kathy@postoakmedia.net.

EMPLOYMENT

POST OAK MEDIA-is seeking driven
sales professionals who possess a passion
for the market to sell advertising solutions
in the Wichita Falls/Lawton area. The duties
include: Develop and cultivate leads in
multiple categories, persuasively articulate
Post Oak Media’a clients and prospects via
in-person sales and email, and meet monthly
revenue goals as outlined in weekly sales
meetings. Skills you need include: Motivation,
passion and a proactive approach, tenacity and
drive to generate record-breaking revenue,
proven ability to effectively multi-task, and
the ability to thrive in a dynamic deadline
driven, rapidly changing environment.
What you’ll get: Post Oak Media offers an
attractive package including a competitive base
salary and commission plan. Insurance light
package included. Holiday pay and mileage
reimbursement. If you meet the qualifications,
submit your resume to:. accounting@
Ipostoakmedia.net} tfc
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FEED & HAY

BAMMANN HAY & TRUCKING-Aubrey,
TX. Alfalfa and alfalfa grass mix in large and
small squares. Available by bale or semi load.
Denton County award-winning grass hay in
small squares and round bales. Call Brian at
217-737-7737 .

FOR SALE

MADE IN THE USA-SHO-ME-cattle siren
with both wail and yelp functions and Sho-Me
100 watt burst speaker. Get your cattles coming
when you sound the alarm. Call Ben at 940-723-
9005 or email: ben.crabb@hjameslane.com.
03-12¢

ROGERS WELDING & METAL
BUILDINGS-30x40x10 metal buildings, 8x8
garage door, 3ft walk door turnkey $24,000.
24x30x10 metal building, 8x8 grage door, 3ft
walk door turnkey $17,000. Call 508-512-
9609 llc

FENCE PIPE AND SUPPLIES-2 3/8, 2
7/8,31/2,41/2,5 1/2 and 7. Dome Caps &
Springs. Square & Rectangle Tubing. All Types
of Steel. C-Pulin. NEW! Spool of Cable any
lengths for fencing. Round Bale Rings * Feed
Troughs ¢ Cattle Guards ¢ Creep Feeders
Trailer Parts & Supplies * New Sucker Rods.
Flusche Enterprises Inc. Call 940-759-2203.
Since 1942 Muenster, TX. FEI@NTIN.NET.
[FluscheEnterprises.com. 12tfc

FOR SALE-fresh shelled and cleaned
purple hull and cream peas. Also pinto beans.
10Ibs $38. Please leave a message 580-276-
5644.

12pd

FOR SALE-4x5 round bales. $70 each. Call
940-627-2638.

Where REAL Cattlemen Shop

HUGE SELECTION OF CATTLE
EQUIPMENT AND HAY
TRAILERS — GoBob is the Largest
Independent Cattle Equipement
Dealer in America with top brands
like: Arrowquip, Pearson, Cowco,
Lakeside, Cattle Flow and Red
Rhino. CALL TODAY! 1-844-
284-4208 or check us out online at
i(GoBobRanch.com .

1000 COW/CALF PAIRS FOR SALE-
Bred to black bulls. Sept 15 delivery, $3100/
pair. Also numerous creeks, over 100 ponds
and 12 homes for sale. Call 417-260-2203.
11-12cts

YOURAD COULD GO HERE-Call Kathy
Miller at 940-872-2076. Or email: kathy@
[postoakmedia.net|

FOR SALE: MONTAGUE-23% corn cubes
and coastal round bales. Ulbig Cattle Co. 940-
841-0021. 12cts

HUNTING

HUNTING LEASE-and land management.
903-705-3260.
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CALL 940-872-5922 TO PLACE YOURS

LIVESTOCK
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24 MONTH OLD ANGUS BULLS-
Fertility tested. Bred for low birth weight and
hig wiening weight, $2500. Also 1 year old
Angus Bull, $2850. Roger Angus, Iowa Park,
TX. 940-636-0646.

11-02pd

777 CHAROLAIS RANCH - Bulls for sale

Large selection of Commander bloodline.
Also large round hay bales for sale.

Call Jim Lemons 580-276-8052 or

Bud Lemons 580-276-7534.

REAL ESTATE

ESTATE BUY OUT-quick cash for real
estate antiques, equipment and livestock. We
pay closing costs. Call Josh 940-841-0180 or
Sue Swint 940-841-2328.

05-12cts

YOUR AD COULD GO HERE-email
kathy@postoakmedia.net.

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM]

42 ACRES-for good grazing/farm lease in
Nocona now available. Contact Catherine
Finn, Salt Creek Ranch, 941-807-2101 for
details. 12pd

RINGGOLD, TX-95.5 +/- acres. $955,000.
$10,000/acre. For more information call Van
Baize 940-366-3407. www.bufordresources.
com.

YOUR AD COULD GO HERE-email
kathy@postoakmedia.net.

FORT WORTH, TX-one of a kind property
close to Fort Worth! 6.69 acre horse property
with spacious sopen floor plan with indoor
grill and second kitchen. Beautiful views
from porches, patios with stone walkways
and gazebo to watch the sunset and wildlife.
Fenced paddocks with sheds, auto waters. 60-
foot round pen. Great barn with metal roof,
water and electricity, large tack room with
office space, covered trailer parking. Well with
booster punps and auxilaiary tank. Custom
gates. This property is one of a kind, book your
showing today! $960,000. Bobby Norris, 817-
291-0759. Hayden Outdoors, The Brand that
Sells the Land, [www.HaydenOutdoors.con

TBD 1 COBB HOLLOW RD., SAINT JO-
Sitting on 54 acres is beautiful Saint Jo Texas
this Hunter’s and/or Weekender’s paradise!
This property has it all! Includes three cabins
with enough room for guests and family.
Awesome place to entertain and fantastic
hunting! Red River Realty, 301 W Hwy. 82,
Nocona, TX 76255. Broker, Don Miller,
License #0236855. Red River Realty, 301 W
Hwy. 82, Nocona, TX 76255, 940-825-7000.
Broker, Don Miller, License #0236855. Visit

wwREDRIVER-REALTY.COM] today for
full listings available.

312 ACRES-for good grazing/farm lease in
Nocona now available. Contact Catherine
Finn, Salt Creek Ranch, 941-807-2101 for
details. 12pd

5189 CARPENTER ROAD, NOCONA
TX-Situated only minutes from popular Lake
Nocona - this 84 acre ranch house sits on
a hill nestled in mature post oak trees with
great views. Property is cross fenced for attle
grazing with ponds located in each pasture.
This 4-bedroom, 2 bath home has been well
maintained since construction. Property has
access on two sides. Lots of wildlife. Attached
to the home is a heated and cooled sun porch
that’s perfect for relaxing and entertaining.
Red River Realty, 301 W Hwy. 82, Nocona,
TX 76255, 940-825-7000. Broker, Don Miller,
License #0236855. Visit www.REDRIVER-

REALTY.COM|today for full listings available.

SERVICES

AL SALINAS FENCING-all types of
fencing, braces, gates, cattle guards, livestock
shelters, carports, pre-made braces, Apollo
Gate Openers. 940-577-0878. alsalinasfencing.
com. 12cts

BUYING-horses, ponies, sheep, cattle, goats,
all classes of livestock, flatbeds and semi
trailers. Also guns. Call or text 940-224-1470.
Pay cash.

P . |
BAILEV BROIHERSAGSERVICESHEL
800 E. Olive, TX 76366

Lue Uy e ez of all ot ferdlieer, spr fing and Eiing nzeds,

WE BUY USED WINDMILLS-"in any
condition. In nedd of used 40+ Aerometer
windmill towers. Give us a call, 940-894-
3172. pd
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SERVICES

CALL 240-372-3922 TO PLACE YOURS

BENSON
&

HOUSTON

A Professional Limited Liability Company
Founded by C.H. Mauntel - 1898
Dal Houston | Attorney
615 Barnes | PO Box 488
Alva, Oklahoma 73717 (USA)
580.327.1197 ] 580.327.1199 (Fax)

dal@bensonhouston.com

940-592-5861

IOWA PARK, TX

www.affordablefencing.net

PRESCRIBED
BURNING

The most ECONOMICAL tool in
your land management tool box!

Control Burning - Prescribed Burn Planning
Wildlife & Land Improvements
Wild Life Food Plots « Fire Line Construction
Wild Fire Structure Protection Plan
Fuel Reduction Plan

wensad |anas Cartibed Prescnbed Bum Manage: (insured & honded
BEAVERS DOZER & LAND MANAGEMENT LLC
SHANE BEAVERS 940-841-3400

sebeavers @earthlink.net
WWW BEAVERSDOJERSERVIGE COM
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M&M Traller Service, LLC

Authorized dealer for Shelby Trailer Flooring

- sAltemnative to Wood!
. wStanding X-Lug Cleated Pattern
#Custom Cut to Length
oWill NEVER Rot
™  «100% Recycled Material

SUSsS
TRAILER FLOORIN®

580-658-6510

166494 Heffington Rd., Marlow, OK

BUDGET

SEPTIC SYSTEMS INC.

Reynolds Family Business
Roy, Cindy & Reyn

QUALITY BUILT IN TEXAS

ALL OF NORTH TEXAS

$40-247-2526 (office) B8
817-366-7990 (cell)
817-489-2772 (fax)

lenroydonbuilders@gmail.com

BEAVERS

DOZER & LAND MANAGEMENT LLC

Haw SHANE BEAVERS & 5
Y TR $ %ﬂ
Dams « Skid Steer/Forest Mulching « Fill Dirt

Fence Line Clearing * Brush Clearing * Grubbing
House Pads * Roads * Pond Clean Out * Recreation Lakes

Wildlife & Land Improvements « Prescribed Burning
Prescribed Burn Planning * Fire Line Construction
Wildlife Food Plots « Wildfire Structure Protection Plan
Licensed Texas Certified Prescribed Burn Manager
(insured & bonded)

sebeavers @earthlink.net|

Call When Quality Counts!

940-627-6868

& - FM 51 South (5 miles south of Decatur). e [ &

For ALL your roofing needs“Just Us”

JUSTUS & CO. ROOFING

All Types of Roofing & Repairs

FREE ESTIMATES

940-592-4237
Tracy Justus « lowa Park, TX

ﬂ Bonded

Licensed

Kalook
940-210-0819

WWW.BEAVERSDOZERSERVICE.COM

kclandservices@yahoo.com

MULCHING SERVICES - DIRT WORK - DRIVEWAYS

Qscar Aerial
940-704-9682

Wisos = BrusH = (.m"nn « Weiear
Dirn Sunrvievs
CarTLe PereruineG

Hoa/Covorr ErapicATION

YV Lanpvisor &G CORTE
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NEW YEAR. NEW NAME.
SAME UNBEATABLE SERVICE.

WE ARE PROUD TO INTRODUCE

Para|le[™

For more than 30 years, we have serviced
the agricultural communities of Oklahoma,
Texas, and beyond. Today, as Parallel Ag,
we continue our commitment our customers
and patrons. With expanded coverage and
resources, we look forward to working with
you and upholding our industry-leading 24/7
parts and service guarantee.

Now serving 13 locations across 7 states
www.parallelfG.com

ey,

WELCOME TO

|HUSTLER
OUNTRY

(HL

HUSTLER

HENDERSHOT v

# Equipment

www.hendershotequipment.com|
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PARTING SHOT

Dancing with Rain...

By Jelly Cocanougher

With rainfall expressing all over the region, it looks in resemblance to landscapes that drape over
the English countryside when viewed with a squint. There are lush and greened up landscapes with
newly adorned blossoms peacocking themselves. Meanwhile, cowboys chase the horizon, in pursuit
of cattle they seek to gather. A poetic infrastructure claims the enriched land, solace between nature,
and the symbiotic relationship of horse and man.;
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A COMPLETE LINE OF QUALITY FEEDS

AN DEPEND ON

. 8 . -
Hind a dealer near you, www.bryantgrain.com
“w ARCHER PARKER WICHITA
Holliday Feed Aledo Feed & Supply Berend Brothers
< = Horseman's Supply The Feed & Garden Store
sl CLAY Pilgrim Farm & Ranch
i 4-Corners Grocery & Station Rhodes & Sons Hay & Feed WISE
COOKE NRS-Springrown NRS-Decatur
Smith Feed Store Teskey's NRS-Bridgeport
h DENTON
= Krum Farm & Feed Supply TARRANT
Ponder Feed Alejandro Feed Store YOUNG
= Johnson Feed -Louisville Meza & Sons JEN Feed & Seed
Pilot Point Feed Jimenez Western Wear Berend Brothers
h Discount Feed & More
z JACK Handley Feed Store
= H Brand Feed Crossroads Drive-In
= Red Barn Feed
Q = MONTAGUE Turkey Mountain B~
Berend Brothers Marshall Grain i
z c Saint Jo Farm & Ranch m "
Diemond

ryant

» Grain Company, nc. 300 N Front St. - Aledo, TX 76008 - 800-441-3782 - info@bryantgrain.com
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www.bryantgrain.com

QUALITY MEAT
PROCESSING BY
PEOPLE WHO CARE.

You've cared painstakingly for your
livestock, let us do the same.

We strive to be your destination for
premium, sustainably sourced meats
processed in our USDA federally
inspected facility.

With our state-of-the-art smoke room,
we offer a unique range of custom
products including jerky, summer

A SUSTAINABLE MEAT PROCESSING

FACILITY PROVIDING CUSTOM PRODUCTS

FOR HARD-WORKING AMERICANS.

Gk

Red Plains has been very easy to
work with, approachable and
responsive to every need and

question. Your plant is first class

and state of the art. | know our
carcasses and meat are safe.
Processing is expensive anywhere,
but | feel that I'm getting what | pay
for at Red Plains.

sausage, and meat sticks, setting us

apart from the rest.

Our commitment to quality is matched
only by our dedication to cleanliness
and efficiency, ensuring that every
product meets the highest standards.

&6

Without Red Plains we would not
have been able to scale our
business to the capacity that we've
wanted to for years. We are so
grateful to have such a great
partnership. We are excited to see
how much more our business
grows with the help of Red Plains!

« REDPLAINS .

Ex
MY

~ Grand Butohery

»y
yyy

k&

Red Plains offers the key
components we were looking for
to help our business improve and

get to the next level: the
smokehouse, improved & sealed

packaging on every cut of meat,
marketing resources/tools,
exceptional organization, and
honesty in their work.

1-580-439-5670




