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Bobby Norris

© Regional Director/Agent, Licensed in TX

LAND SPECIALIST

= Bobby@HaydenOutdoors.com

0 817.291.0759

BURLESON TX

A must see property not even a quarter mile from |-35. Property backs up to a
new commercial business park. Huge commercial development potential within
the Burleson city limits. A tremendous buy and hold property or get started right
away. With rolling terrain and elevations this property is filled with hardwoods as

well. Location at its best!! Bobby Norris $2,500,000

- TSR L =y iy
MEGARGEL, TX
5+- to 30+- acres This is an ideal location for a commercial park or a start
up company location. Located on the only state hwy in the immediate area.
Between two municipalities. Great investment potential. additional acreage
available. Bobby Norris- $2,943,000

RED OAK TX
20 acres to build your dream home on. 20-acre tract being sold off North part
of property. Mature trees and brush with rolling hills. Electric and water are
available. Motivated Seller! Bobby Norris- $989,999

ROANOKE, TX
This amazing recreational property is centrally located on the north edge of
Fort Worth. A stone's throw from [-35 and Hwy 114. With amazing hardwoods
and elevation changes this is the ideal location to build your executive retreat
home or to simply recreate on a truly magnificent investment property!! Call
today for a showing! Bobby Norris $965,000

FORT WORTH, TX

One-of-a-kind property close to Fort Worth! 6.69-acre horse property with

spacious open floor plan with indoor grill and second kitchen. Beautiful views
from porches, patios with stone walkways and gazebo to watch the sunset and

wildlife. Fenced paddocks with sheds, auto waters. 60-foot round pen. Great
barn with metal roof, water and electricity, large tack room with office space.
covered trailer parking. Well with booster pumps and auxiliary tank. Custom

gates. This property is one of a kind, book your showing today!! Motivated

seller!! Bobby Norris- $955,000
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HAYDEN
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866.741.8323 - www.HaydenOutdoors.com


www.outdoors.com

940-825-7000

Red River Realty WWW.REDRIVER-REALTY.COM

| CHISHOLM TRAIL ESTATES
I NOCONA, TEXAS
= Sk 12-16 acre lots available located just off of FM 1759

and Gray Road minutes from downtown Nocona,
TX. New road build and underground utilities
already installed. These small tracts are ideal for new
home builds. Deed restrictions will apply.
$12,500 per acre | FINANCING AVAILABLE

9 CLAY STREET, NOCONA, TEXAS
This piece of historic property sits right in the heart of Nocona
Texas. Built in 1925 and purchased by the McNabb family in 1930,
this property served as a Feed Store and offered multiple
Agriculture products for the Farmers and Ranchers in and around
Montague County; until the McNabb family retirement in late
December 2020. Sitting right under 2 acres of prime real estate, this S =
location has Hwy 82 frontage as well as Clay Street and Willow e
Street frontage, which gives the property great access from the 3§
main roads. The property includes a feed store of 4,250 sqft, storage
buildings and various covered storage buildings. Jdwo included on
the property is a 60’ and 70” working truck scale.

KR RANCH ESTATES, NOCONA TX R

Splendid location only three miles from beautiful
downtown Nocona. The KR Ranch Estates located
M8 cast of Nocona is the desired area to build your
& brand new home! On the property you will see a new
; pipe entrance installed and perimeter barbing
fencing. This tract has been cleared of overgrowth

and is ready for a new build.
&q \1' y i
' f*n !

GARY ELDRED WHITNEY ELDRED ‘.-iERRY RAYMOND SHELBY FULLER CHALER CORRELL

301 W HWY 82, NOCONA, TX 76255 | BROKER, DON MILLER, LICENSE 0236855


www.redriver-realty.com
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GERMAN SAUSAGE, HAM, BACON, GROCERIES

TURN NORTH AT RED LIGHT

Old World
Meat Products

* 30 Varieties
of Sausage
* Cheeses
* Custom Cut Meats

Headwear &
. Horsew:ear |

Eustom Hats &
., Hat Renovat_lon

* Federal Inspected
Processing

304 N. Main, Muenster
(940) 759-4211
Mon-Sat 6 am - 7 pm ® Wholesale/Retail

www fischersmeatmarket.com

1225 E. Scott Ave., Wichita Falls, TX
940-767-2071
huskeyhat@aol.com

USTIC
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BEST SELECTION
HUGE INVENTORY
BEST PRICES

1o BN

11901 US Hwy 380 | CI‘OSS.ROOdS TX 7622? ([)( tween Denton & Me }\mn( )
940-440-04565 | Cheeck out our latest specials at: www.RustieFurnitureDepot.com
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On the cover is Leslie Harris,
agriculture teacher and
livestock judge, and his wife,
Julie, teacher, and together,
the pair also raise sheep
and goats. (Photo by Dani
Blackburn)

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM

letter from the editor

Hello readers,
and welcome to
the January issue
of North Texas
Farm & Ranch
magazine.

As we turn the
page into a new
year, many of us
will wonder what
2023 has in store
for us. Perhaps we
will even make a
few resolutions,
with hopes of
bettering our health,
mindset, habits or
productivity. But as we take this time to look forward, I also want
to take a moment to pause and look around, soaking in the blessings
that are already a part of my life. That includes you, our readers, who
continue to support our magazine on this journey as we bring you
agricultural content from North Texas. We appreciate you and look
forward to a great year.

We kick off this year by featuring two individuals making a
difference in the future by shaping the minds of tomorrow. Meet
Leslie Harris, agriculture teacher and livestock judge, and his wife,
Julie, also a teacher. The pair is passionate about teaching the next
generation of farmers, ranchers, and leaders, and I think you will
enjoy learning more about their story.

Turn the pages to read more from our wonderful group of
contributors, from agriculture in Wyoming to delicious recipes, to
beef promotion.

To subscribe by mail call 940-872-5922. Make sure to like our
Facebook page and follow us on Instagram and Twitter. Wishing
you all a very Happy New Year!

Pani Blackburn
Dani Blackburn, Editor
editor@ntfronline.com
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Have a large feeding operation?

Livestock feeders and accessories to meet
all your feeding needs.

G

7 CALL ™
Us
B TODAY! )

TRACTOR & IMP .

Sales - Service - Parts
New & Used Equipment
Wichita Falls, TX » 940-541-2650
www.viethtractor.com ¢ sales@viethtractor.com
4 miles South of Wichita Falls on 281

BOYD, TEXAS ¢ 940-433-2315 or 800-611-3540
www.BoydBuilt.com f

Branson has an extensive line of

www.bransontractor.com
compact tractors from 24 to 80 hp REAnROnITAOr.00
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TEXAS 1491 Latigo Lane

. FARMENRANCH o ensr

DAVIS ELECTRIC c = R txfarmworx.com
[ ] b )

Solar Energy Solutions

* Solid |nV_E§tment Core Capabilities Serving North Central Texas
* Hedge Rising Energy Cost SCHEDULED SERVICES
L4 Very Low Maintenance Mowing & Finished Landscape P:‘,s;:;ag & Lawn Hay Bailing
- 25 Year warr.a nty c Lake | Pond | Tank Driveway | Road | Trail B:!?i:tlr?:l:;gn
e $0 Down Options Available Meintsnarcs Maintenence i b
Fence | Gate | Cattle Guards Tree Trimming Installation & Maintenance
Maintenance Tree & Stump Removal

Hydromulching

Property Cleanup Hydromulching
Property & Landscape
Land Clearing Drainage & Erosion Control Lighting
Weather-Related Damage House | Small Structure Driveway | Road | Patio |
Demo Pad Demo
Property Prep for
Special Events Snow Removal Equine Arena Maintenance

Our goal is simple.

START SAVING
Get a Quote Today 940-763-1177 &

7o
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FAMILY HEALTH CLINIC

muensterhospital.com

509 , —
g Mon!
Yvonne Ambrose, A¥>-¢  Khawaja Anwar, #.0.  Jessica Bowman, AVP-0 Eric Hellman, #.0. Melissa Trubenbach, fip-¢

Family Nurse Practitioner  Internal Medicing/Cardiology  Family Nurse Praclitioner Family Medicine Family Nurse Practitioner 940 i 759 -2226

COVID Testing and Vaccinations are available through our Clinic call 940-759-2226
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SOCIALIZING

FACEBOOK WALL

‘@ North Texas Farm & Ranch
€ = at l.

Since most ranchers expenenced drought conditions and with fall fast approaching, producers

with fescue pastures should dosely observe their livestock for any signs of fescue toxicity.
According to Mike Trammei, Pottawatomie County Ag Educator and Muti-County Agronomist,
fescue toxins (ergot alkaloids) tend to increase in Kentucky-31 tall fescue pastures in the fall.
READ MORE:

TWITTER FEED

NTFR Magazine @NTFRN ne - Now
Thereisar chUchctgtxone 8 potatoes mak

et potatoes making their debut in
2023. READ MORE: ntfronline.c

JOIN IN THE CONVERSATION ONLINE!

NTFRonline, com

Feel free to drop us a line at
editor@ntfronline.com or share your comments
. f on our social media pages. You might even
see your name in the next issue!

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM

AND SUPPLIES
23/827/831/241/251/27
DoME CAPS & SPRINGS
SQUARE & RECTANGLE TUBING
ALL TYPES OF STEEL

AUTHORIZED

C-Purlin

SpooLs oOF CABLE

% ANY LENGTHS FOR FENCING

Rounp BALE RINGS - FEED TROUGHS
CATTLE GUARDS - CREEP FEEDERS

DEALER

TRAILER PARTS & SupPPLIES - NEW SUCKER Rops

940-759-2203 - SINCE 1942 - MUENSTER, TEXAS
FEl@ NTIN.NET - FLUSCHEENTERPRISES.COM

INDUSTRY LEADING BALE BED

FLUSCHE ENTERPRISES INC.

940-759-2203 - SINCE 1942 - MUENSTER, TEXAS
FEl@e NTIN.NET - FLUSCHEENTERPRISES.COM

|
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PMEANWHILE BACK AT THE RANCHY™

Happy New Year my friends as we com-
plete another trip around the sun. The past few
years have seen many changes in our industry,
and 2023 will not be an exception, the rules
will change once again.

Over-the-counter antibiotics currently avail-
able will now be under veterinary oversight.
This adds another cost of doing business and
will lead to yet another layer of accountability
that will be required by producers, animal
health suppliers and veterinarians. Running
down to your local animal health store will
now require a prescription in addition to cash
to purchase antibiotics to maintain the health
and wellbeing of our animals.

The FDA believes good antimicrobial
stewardship practices in animals helps slow
the development of antimicrobial resistance
and preserve the effectiveness of these drugs
in both humans and animals. With the new
regulations, you are required to consult a vet-
erinarian to obtain a prescription before you
can purchase antibiotics.

Producers will now be required to have a
veterinary-client-patient relationship in place
by June 2023. With a valid VCPR, veterinar-
ians may make medical judgments and pre-
scribe medications, including antibiotics or
antimicrobials, for livestock if the veterinarian
believes the owner will follow their instruc-
tions.

In my opinion, there may be a segment of
the industry that needs to have more oversight
than others and, in this case, these changes
would be good.

For those of us that are just doing our best to
survive and do things right, it will not be a big
deal. Most of us work with a veterinarian we
trust to help make decisions regarding animal
health and wellbeing.

Our view of the industry is extremely limit-
ed, and we all assume everyone operates about
like us, but obviously that is not the case.

When human health is brought into the
equation, all the rules change. Whether they
are correct or not in their concerns, it is just
the way it is going to be, and like it or not, get
ready to comply because it will soon become
the law.

We are an independent lot, and having
someone else determine our credibility from
the outside looking in just does not sit well. We

10 | JANUARY 2023

By Rayford Pullen | rcpullen@yahoo.com
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want to continue in the food animal business,
so we will adapt.

In summation, do everything you can to
prevent your animals from becoming sick and
avoid the use of antibiotics.

Beef Quality Assurance was the topic of
discussion at a recent meeting we hosted at
Pullen Angus, sponsored by the Texas and
Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association and
Texas AgriLife Extension.

For those of you that have not been to one
of these meetings, I highly recommend it, and
I will also guarantee you will learn something.
The training is also available online at www.
bga.org.

m crew attended, and from their
resp Tthey either learned something or
at least learned why we do the things we do,
the way we do them. One thing covered was

the placement of vaccines, antibiotics and
dewormers in the neck of the animal, making
sure to put injectable dewormers on the op-
posite side of the neck from vaccines to keep
the vaccines viable and keeping injection sites
about four inches apart. Another topic covered
by Dr. Ron Gill, Extension Livestock Special-
ist, was not injecting more than 10 millimeters
of a product, in most cases antibiotics, in a
single injection site since absorption rates will
be compromised.

Our shared thoughts are most autoptic and
having seen many seasons over the years, is the
basis of how we conduct our business. We are
never too old to learn, and then again we may
need a little reaffirmation as we all get a little
stale on occasion.

It is a wonderful time to be in the cattle
business.{;

fNTFR
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ETAL SALES NC. || Southwest FABRICATORS

West Highway 82 « Gainesville, TX « 76240 Hugo, Oklahoma
Our price can’t be beat on a comparable product

Cut Your Overhead, Increase Your Profits
with Round Overhead Storage Bins.
Puts the bloom on your cattle to get top
price for less money!

TOLL FREE: (877) 326-3574
www.overheadbins.com
| E-mailUs: |

troy@overheadbins.com

Premade Gates

and Panels

Large Assortment of Hand Tools
T Post Wire & Panels
New and Used Pipe
Tubing and Structural Steel
Trailer Parts
Pocket Knives

940.665.0336 « 1.800.549.0336

THE DOWNTIME YOU’VE EARNED

Ao

The Livingston Machinery Annual Winter Service Special WINTER SERVICE

T PRSE SPECIAL
SAVE 15% ON AGCO PARTS ey

LIVINGSTON MACHINERY
with qualifying PM360 inspection. 7

See Dealer for details regarding max discount. Excludes twine/wrap.

SAVE 10% ON SERVICE

performed on AGCO Equipment.

Not including trucking or travel mileage.

GET 180 DAYS A B
No interest, no payments with AGCO Plus+ Pocé%“i:?:ggg*:&g&

Minimum of $1,000 purchase on AGCO products. SMART REWARDS PROGRAM!
Not available with A/R | Applicable for US & Canada customers only. Now through 12/31/22. ASK ABOUT IT TODAY!

LEARN MORE AT LIVINGSTONMACHINERY.COM | (800) 659-1639
- ]
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TEXAS PRODUCTS & SERVICES

FARM CREDIT Providing specialized financing and support
_ for rural Texans at work, home, and play.

=2
AGRICULTURE LOANS LAND LOANS
Ag Loans » Rural Real Estate Loans
Operating Line of Credit » Ranch Financing
Livestock Loans « Recreational Land Loans

Agribusiness Capital  Land Refinancing
Equipment Loans & Leasing  Land Improvement

HOME LOANS INSURANCE

e Rural Homes on Acreage Crop Insurance
(including non traditional homes) Pasture, Qangemnd' ol
» Construction Financing Forage Insurance
» Homesite & Lot Loans Livestock Insurance
» Mortgage Refinance Options Dairy Insurance
e Traditional Mortgages Credit Life Insurance
MORTGAGE LAND & AG INSURANCE
Billy Leavitt Craig Falco Austin Miles
NMLS#: 231178 Branch Manager Insurance Agent
Mortgage Loan Officer 903-449-5155 903-253-3504
469-318-684] CFalco@TexasFCS.com AMiles@TexasFCS.com

BlLeavitt@TexasFCS.com
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Happy New Year! A brief break and the cycle will
continue again. Wishing everyone a positive and suc-
cessful 2023.0%
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WYOMING

PHOTD BY TRESSA LAWRENCE

Frosty mornings on the creek bank in northern Wyoming.{7
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CRAHAM [IVESTOCK COMMISSION ||

Sale EVERY Monday at 12 noon
94.0-549-00¢8

E[ _, e :_r )
For mtormatlohn to consign cattle, please call:
Danny Hardin « 940-550-8109
Jackie Bishop, Manager « 940-550-5977
Ronnie Hardm . 940 5”1 2 158

wmvouw LIKE ¢

S1gn up 1‘01 our e- m.u] xepoxtdt

rahamhvestock com

“rrrf.-l /_13/3"_1 “53 j -

Built to fit your needs, any size or design.
Call and speak with one of our knowledgeable associates today!

-

Get a FREE estimate

Call 877-USA-BARN today!
(877-872-2276)
WWW.USABARN.COM

1 ! ' '
G.‘&
ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

PROVIDING CUSTOMERS WITH A COMPLETE

INTERSTATE

DEDICATED TO
CUSTOMER
SATISFACTION

TRAILER EXPERIENCE AT COMPETITIVE PRICES.
CONTACT US FOR PRICING!

* UTILITY TRAILERS

* CARHAULERS

* GOOSNECK TRAILERS
* LANDSCAPE TRAILERS
* WELDING TRAILERS

* AND MORE!

6445 SOUTH 1-35, GAINESVILLE TX 76240 - (940) 736-7279 - INTERSTATETRAILERSTEXAS@GMAIL.COM

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM
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TURNER COUNTRY
PROPERTIES

FARM « RANCH « LAND

TURNERCOUNTRYPROPERTIES.COM
STEPHEN TURINER, Listing Agent
940-636-7039

Stephen@iurnercountryproperties.com

OUNTY

e

i RN NEW LISTING
L.A. HILL $8,875/Ac

Located 10 minutes from Wichita Falls, in Holliday I1SD. Mostly open rolling grass
land with scattered trees. Heavily wooded seasonal creek. The highest elevated
point is on the back side of the property, offering panoramic views. Rectangular
in shape with 984 feet of frontage on FM 1954 and is 2,830 feet deep. The entire
boundary is fenced, set of metal livestock corrals, two stock ponds, electricity is
available, water is available, and a meter will be installed prior to closing. Listing
Agent, Jon Moss - 940-B67-6743

167 ACRES + HOUSE | MONTAGUE COUNTY = .
g S
= _-ii"‘:’rk"

4S RANCH $11,750/Ac
This is a diverse property improved with a Barndominium. It is located 3.5 miles
east of Sunset in Montague County. The land has approximately 60 acres of
cultivation with the balance being heavily wooded. Topography is level to rolling
offering impressive views. There are 3 stock ponds, Couch Branch Creek extends
through the property, interior cross fencing, pens, loafing shed with tack room.
The Barndominium consist of 1,600/sf, built in 2015, 2 bedrooms, 2 baths with an
attached carport. The potential uses for this property are endless. Listing Agent,
Jon Moss — 940-867-6743.

210.32 ACRES | WICHITA COUNTY

gt

SIMS FARM $2,753/Ac
Located west of Burkburnett and north of lowa Park on the south and east side
of FM 368. The property consists of approximately 145 acres of farmland with
the balance being native mesquite pasture. The topography is level to sloping
southeast. Amenities includes a stock pond and barbed wire perimeter fence.
Mo minerals are owned.

7,085.56 ACRES | WICHITA & WILBARGER COUNTIES

SWANSON RANCH $1,895/Ac

Located south of Electra and west of Wichita Falls. This is an outstanding large
combination ranch with unbelievable hunting. It's entire south and most of the
west boundaries adjoin the famous 550k acre Waggoner Ranch. The land is
diverse with level to rolling mesquite pasture, large plateaus and ridges with
deep ravines, heavily wooded bottom land with Short and Long Creek traversing
the ranch and 970 acres of tillable farmland. It has great access with frontage 3
sides. Great interior road system, several cattle working pens, numerous ponds.
Equipment and cattle are negotiable.

121 ACRES + HOUSE | WICHITA COUNTY

$595,000
Located 2.5 miles north of Electra, at the NE comer of Old Lake Road and Brosch
Road. The house consists of 2,045 sf, brick, built in 2001, 3 bedrooms, 2 bath, 2
car garage, total electric, chain link fenced backyard, storm closet in master bath,
new roof installed in 2015, 24' x 36" metal workshop built in 2009. There is 85
acres of cultivation, balance being native pasture both wooded and open, level to
sloping terrain, seasonal creek, stock pond, no oil production.

REIS FARM

TURNER COUNTRY PROPERTIES

AVAILABLE LISTINGS
Crumpler Ranch House — Wichita Co - $575,000

368 Ranch — 210 Acres — Archer Co - $3,800/Acre

Harrold Ranch — 180 Acres - Wichita Co - $1,944/Acre
Miller Ranch — 245.30 Acres - Wilbarger Co - $5,500/Acre
Maag Ranch — 19.45 Acres — Archer Co - $8,454/Acre
Chumley — 16 Acres — Clay Co - $6,500/Acre
Decker Farms — 5.03 Acres — Archer Co - $89,500
Thornberry Lots — 4.5 Acres — Wichita Co - $45,000

MORE DETAILS AVAILABLE AT
TURNERCOUNTRYPROPERTIES.COM
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, - i ) a roller co de in 2022 with an incredibly strong
2 & starfand e and was very strong for the first half of the year, and then
abraptly droppe: ond half as we entered the election season and with the sharp
inctigase in inflati utting the brakes on the market. It is natural for the fall to be slow every
two years when the election cycle rolls around, but this year we were handed the addition of
major inflation rates, and consequently, higher interest rates on loan products. Major real estate
economists all seem to agree that the North Texas land market will be relatively unharmed by
the current economic situation due to the demand from people immigrating here from other parts
of the nation, as well as other nations. The exception may be the length of time it takes to get a
property sold will likely be longer for the next year or so.

NORTH TEXAS
YEAR AVG ACRES $/ACRE ASKISELL RATIO DOM TRANSACTIONS
2018 52.290 $12,632.00 92.80 g 188 435
2019 42.340 $12,927.00 » 914 v 161 400
2020 47.620 $14,097 .70 183 509
2021 : 5% $19,143.00 40 183 829
2022 2 63 9,226.00 96.80 114 579

Thiz that land is 2.314 times more expensive than it was just five years
ago, in 2018, and a 52 percent increase in just one year between 2021 and 2022.

Watch for a more in-depth recap of the year in next month’s edition of North
Texas Farm & Ranch.

orth Texas Real Estate Information System for the period
of January 1 — December 1 for Collin, Cooke, Denton, Grayson, Montague
and Wise Counties combined. Auction properties excluded.
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corn Toxicity

By Barry Whitworth, DVM
M e
L |

g

A tentative diagnosis of acorn poisoning may be based on clinical signs and access to acorns. Blood tests that indicate kidney disease is another

clue to the condition. (Courtesy photo)

With the prolonged drought, most pastures
are in poor condition. With the lack of available
forage, animals may go in search of alternative
foods. If oak trees are in the pastures, acorns
may be a favorite meal for some livestock this
fall. This may result in oak poisoning.

Oak (Quercus species) leaves, twigs, buds,
and acorns may be toxic to some animals when
consumed. Obviously, acorns can be a problem
in the fall and green acorns can be more toxic
than mature acorns. When acorns form only a
small portion of the diet, there are usually no
signs of problems.

However, consumption of large quantities
may result in toxicity. Tannins in the acorns
cause the toxicity. The most common tissue
damaged by the tannins are the digestive tract
and kidneys. Cattle and sheep appear to be

18 | JANUARY 2023

more susceptible to toxicity than goats. Other
animals such as horses, rabbits, and chickens
have succumbed to the toxicity of oak poison-
ing as well. Interestingly, some individual ani-
mals are more tolerable of the toxins and show
no ill effects when consuming acorns.

Clinical signs of oak toxicity usually ap-
pear a few days after consumption of acorns.
Initially, the animals are weak, listless, emaci-
ated, and anorexic.

This is followed by ventral edema (swelling
of lower parts of the body such as legs, chest,
ventral abdomen), urinating large amounts of
urine, abdominal pain, and constipation. The
animal may pass hard, mucus-covered fecal
material which may change to black tarry or
bloody feces as the disease progresses. If the
animal is not treated, kidney failure is likely.

A tentative diagnosis of acorn poisoning
may be based on clinical signs and access to
acorns. Blood tests that indicate kidney disease
is another clue to the condition. A necroscopy
with examination of tissues for characteristic
lesions of the disease is the standard to confirm
a diagnosis of oak toxicity.

Treatment of oak toxicity starts with remov-
ing the animals from the area where the acorns
are located.

Those animals displaying signs of the
disease should be given fluids to correct de-
hydration and electrolyte imbalances. Mineral
oil and/or activated charcoal may be given to
reduce toxin absorption. If animals survive
the initial toxicity, they may recover, but it
may take several weeks for kidney function
to return to normal.
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As always, prevention is better than treat-
ment. Producers should be very careful allow-
ing livestock to graze in areas where acorns
are present.
Livestock should be fed plenty of hay and
feed this fall to avoid overconsumption of
acorns. For those producers who cannot avoid
grazing areas with large numbers of oak trees,
feeding a grain mixture with 10 to 20 percent
of calcium hydroxide has been successful in
preventing problems with acorn poisoning.
The year 2022 was not the best year for live-
stock producers. The drought produced poor
pasture conditions as well as very little hay.
On top of those problems, feed costs continue
to increase. The last problem a producer needs
is a large number of sick cows.
For those that graze an area with a large
number of oak trees, prevention may be worth
the cost this year. At the very least keep a close
watch of your animals this fall. Producers
wanting more information about oak toxicity,
should consult with their local veterinarian
or visit with their Oklahoma State University
Cooperative Extension County Agriculture  Oak (Quercus spemes) leaves, tW|gs buds and acorns may be toxw to some animals when
Educator. {7, consumed. (Courtesy photo)
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An All-Around Cowgirl

The all-around is a prestigious title to win in
any association in the rodeo world. Mekenna
Davis, a high school senior from Huntsville,
Texas, won the coveted title, not only in the
United Professional Rodeo Association but
also the Cowboys Professional Rodeo Asso-
ciation, a rare feat especially at such a young
age.

The UPRA is based in Texas and spans
across six southern states. Many competitors
proudly call Texas home, with several past
champions being featured in NTFR over the
years. Davis has been a member of the CPRA
for two years and just recently joined the
UPRA in 2022. She competes in barrel racing
and breakaway roping, and is no stranger to
success in the rodeo arena, previously winning
in the youth and high school ranks.

“I started riding when I was two, and never
stopped after that. My father, Rusty, owns the
trailer store in Huntsville and sells skid steer
equipment,” Davis said. “T go help him with
sales and deliver and pick up trailers and equip-
ment. [ also enjoy being with family and being
around the people I care for and love.”

The young cowgirl has a steady head on her
shoulders, and she carries a winning mentality
into the rodeo arena.

Davis and her horses have quickly become
a team to watch out for when they run down
the alley or back in the box.

“I rope off of a red roan named Mexico that
came from a close friend of mine off of the
ranch she works on,” Davis said. “Eddie is my
barrel horse. He is a seven-year-old gelding, by
Eddie Stinson out of a Bully Bullion mare.”

Eddie, purchased from futurity trainer Ryan
Reynolds, helped her win the UPRA barrel
racing rookie of the year title, along with the
all-around.

“I was speechless. I was not expecting the
amazing outcome at the end of the season,”
Davis said. “I had just got Eddie mid-season
and was really just focusing on seasoning him.
Later in the season, we were getting faster and
making better runs, and I set our first arena
record on him in Orange, Texas. Eddie and |
set three arena records in the 2022 UPRA and
CPRA season.”

The CPRA season culminated in Angleton,
Texas, Oct. 14-16, where Davis finished the
rodeo season as reserve champion barrel racer

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM

By Krista Lucas Wynn

Mekenna Davis, 2022 UPRA and CPRA all-around cowgirl. (Photo courtesy rodeobum.com)

and all-around champion. The Cinch UPRA
Finals, usually conducted in Sulphur Springs,
Texas, made the big move to the State Fair
of Texas for 2022, and the move was well
received.

“I thought it was an amazing facility,” Davis
said. “I enjoyed the hospitality, the amazing
people, the support and kindness from every-
one. The arena was absolutely perfectly set up,
and the ground was amazing. It was just so easy
and very well put together.”

When all was said and donel:]:_a';-;bm
total of $22,303 and wrapped up the Women's
All-Around title. She has more lofty goals in
sight as she continues her rodeo career.

“I have been accepted to Sam Houston
State University, and I plan to try to make the
Wrangler National Finals Rodeo in the next
year or two,” she said.

This multi-talented cowgirl is just getting
started and will be one to keep an eye on in
the near future.#};
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Closing out a rodeo season can
be nearly as traumatic as the ups
and downs of running the rodeo
road for months on end.

Everyone who follows the sport
of rodeo hears all the year-end talk
about who made their way to the
Wrangler National Finals Rodeo,
who fell short, and who will have
their eyes set on the yellow buck-
ing chutes for the next year. The
fact is just like all sports, the focus
is probably just where it needs to
be with the athletes that become
the faces of the sport.

However, let’s take a moment
and discuss the inner workings
of a long list of just as important
people who may not compete in
a traditional sense but compete
just the same all year long. It is
probably not common knowledge
that outside of the two-legged
athletes, many other athletes and
individuals fight their way to the
yellow chutes of Las Vegas, start-
ing with the animal athletes. For
12 months, hundreds of animal
athletes travel up and down the
same roads as the cowboys and
for eight seconds at a time they
do the one thing they were bred to
do. They buck, run, and perform
to the best of their ability.

In turn, if they catch the atten-
tion of the athletes of pro rodeo,
they just might catch a chance
for a ride to Sin City for the top
10 days in the sport. If they are
selected, they bring their own-
ers along which is the dream of
all the folks who dedicated their
lives to being a stock contractor
in professional rodeo. Many of
these will even reach the pinnacle
of a career and win a round during
the WNFR.

So, there is a small window of
the animal and contractor side of
the house and their road to the big
show. This is not the end of the
list of hard-working people who
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Getting Their Shot

By Phillip Kitts

Many other athletes and individuals fight their way to the yellow chutes of Las Vegas.

compete to play a role at the end
of the season. On a whole different
platform is a list of people who put
in hours of hard work and sleep-
less nights getting from rodeo to
rodeo with the same goal. We will
start this list with pickup men and
bullfighters. These unsung heroes
of pro rodeo travel from rodeo to
rodeo and do the job they are best
at, if it is not saving cowboys from
bulls, it is rescuing them from wild
horses.

Throughout the year these hard
working men become well-known
amongst the pro rodeo athletes,
when the year concludes if they
have worked hard enough and
played enough of a role, they just
might find themselves on the short
list to be selected for WNFR.

At the end of the year two
pickup men and an alternate as
well as three bullfighters and an
alternate will find themselves
headed to Vegas in December.

On the entertainment side of
the house the goal is the same and
the competition is just as fierce.
With people like barrel men, spe-

cialty acts and a few others, they
also spend the entire year running
from rodeo to rodeo working their
magic in the specific trade. If they
have done their part to impress
the masses, then they also can
find themselves on the short list
to perform at the WNFR.

This also applies to additional
positions within the ranks of the
WNEFR, photographers, announc-
ers, and several other key positions
are all part of a selection process
that requires a long grueling year
of hard work and determination.

Anyone can imagine the sense
of celebration that goes with find-
ing the success of a long years’
worth of work. Something that is
probably not on the forefront is
the agony of defeat that goes along
with falling short of the end goal.
The reality is falling short is a
painful pill to swallow, thousands
of miles and lots of good effort,
then finding out that you did not
make the cut can take a toll on
someone.

It is often too easy to fall into
the trench of questions about your

ability, the choices you made
throughout the year and your per-
formance as the year transpired.
The deep trench only gets deeper
when one allows themselves to
continue to wallow in the emo-
tional struggle of rejection.

If one were to sit and watch the
social media networks, you would
often see a multitude of responses
to this rejection and observe many
of these hard-working dedicated
rodeo contractors fight to stay out
of the trench of misery.

Unfortunately, not everyone
takes to the rejection with any
amount of grace or professional-
ism. Like with any process you
will quickly see the ugly side
where accusations of corruption,
unfairness, or favoritism will
consume some opinions. The
regrettable fact is that this is far
more common than the other side
of the fence where folks who have
fallen short put their sites on fixing
themselves, working harder and
having a better plan to get their
shot the next year.

Digging into the deep soul of
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earning one’s way into the WNFR, N
there are factors that one can con- <
trol and there are factors that are
just not something a person can
influence. In many ways being at
the right place or right rodeo dur-
ing the right time is just something
that plays a part. On the other side
of the coin, getting out there and
working hard and being produc-
tive and reliable is the only way
to put yourself in the right place
at the right time.

The fact s just putting yourself g &
out there on any platform is proof il
of one’s bravery, dealing with the -_d
trauma of rejection and failure
shows one’s true character. When
you come across that personnel
dawning a gold buckle just know
they have worked very hard to
earn that piece of hardware. But
just as much as the year they got
there, is probably years of heart-
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ache, trials and tribulations that There is a list of people who put in hours of hard work and sleepless nights getting from rodeo to rodeo with
came before they got their shot.{f the goal of making it to the WNFR. (Photos courtesy Phillip Kitts, Avid Visual Imagery Rodeo Photography)
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How to Winterize Your Horse

As many of us know as horse owners or
caretakers, horses can have some difficulties
with-adjustment to colder weather or acute
weather changes. These issues can be more of
a nuisance for owners but sometimes can be a
serious health issue for the horse. The goal of
this article is to give some practical tips and
guidelines that owners can use to keep their
horses healthy throughout the winter.

Housing and Feeding

Owners often have the best intentions when
it comes to keeping their horses comfortable
and well-protected from the elements but
keeping a horse(s) in stalls throughout the
winter may not always be the best for the
horse’s health. Horses in nature are meant
to be continuous grazers and constantly on
the move. Putting them in a stall setting in a
closed up barn can lead to respiratory issues
from the lack of airflow and increased dust
and ammonia from urine. That combination of
ammonia from urine and dust from shavings
or hay can cause some serious lower airway
irritation. These irritants can cause coughing,
runny nose, difficulties breathing, runny eyes
and possible trigger equine asthma episodes
in at-risk horses.

If a horse needs to be stalled it is recom-
mended to allow good ventilation and to try
to mimic pasture grazing in a stall setting.
Cleaning the stalls more regular to remove
urine and keeping a more dust-free bedding
such as cardboard waste or pelletized shavings
that have less dust can be helpful. Soaking hay
with water can also cut down on dust in the
barn. When cleaning up barn isles or stalls, it
is wise not to use leaf blowers or other equip-
ment that will create a lot of dust.

To help a horse eat more slowly throughout
the day and turn a few flakes of hay into a graz-
ing experience rather than a meal which can
help reduce colic episodes, stall vices, reduce
hay use and keep horses more satisfied over
a longer period of time. The way to easily
achieve this is go use slow feeders just has hay
bags with small holes or hay bins that have a
cover that has small perforations to allow some
hay through to mimic grazing.

Turnout and Blankets

Keeping a horse turned out the majority of
the day in my opinion is better for a horse if that
is possible from a husbandry stand point, but I
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By Dr. Garrett Metcalf, DVM

It is important to keep up with good dental care or risk dental issues.

know that is not always practical. Everyone’s
situation and facilities are different, making it
more challenging at times to keep horses out
of the barn. If there are pastures or paddock
turnouts available, it is best to utilize them as
much as possible. Turn out can reduce the risk
of colic, development of stall vices and help re-
duced the risk of respiratory issues, especially
in horses that already have equine asthma. Free
exercise is also helpful for horses with arthritis,
lack of muscling or have other musculoskeletal
issues that require turnout.

Blanketing is not always necessary in
horses in order to keep them protected from
the elements.

Older, thin horses, or horses with chronic
illness will benefit from blanketing in cold
conditions in order to maintain body heat and
help to minimize weight loss. It has been found
too that horses will consume less hay when
blanketed in the winter months.

Water

Keeping fresh water for horses is essential
to reduce risk of impactions or other colic epi-
sodes that may occur. Horses should consume
about six to 10 gallons of water per day while

just a rest or normal daily activity. Automatic
waters can be problematic because of freez-
ing issues and inability to monitor daily water
intake amounts but they are convenient. It is
important to make sure the water sources have
heaters if it is outside and that it is cleaned
regularly. In an older study in ponies it was
found that they would drink more water daily
if the temperature was near 60 degrees verses
colder temperatures.

Other ways to encourage more water intake
in horses is by adding salt to horse’s daily grain
or by free choice salt blocks. Wetting grain or
hay can also be helpful to keep a horse well-
hydrated in the winter, and I have found that
some horses prefer hydrated feed or hay over
some that is not.

Dental Care

It is important to keep up with good dental
care especially before going into winter when
the majority of the diet for horses will be hay
rather than pasture grazing green grasses dur-
ing the winter months. Good dentition will en-
sure adequate grinding of feed stuffs and better
digestion to further prevent colic issues. Dental
abnormalities such as wave mouths, hook,
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points and other malocclusions
can lead to longer strands of hay
fibers being swallowed leading to
increased risk of large or small co-
lon impactions. Poor dentition can
also lead to higher risk for horses
having esophageal obstructions
or choke which is also a medical
emergency in many cases.
Take Home

It is always important to be
ahead of the curve and more
prepared before cold weather
strikes to keep your horses healthy
and happy. During harsh winter
weather events it is difficult for
veterinarians to manage emergen-
cies loads and when the roads are
hazardous it makes getting to the
farm calls even more precarious
or impossible at times.

Extreme weather events are
not always easily predicted but
having a plan and recourses in
place can ce unly help avert a
potential crisis.{

Large colon impaction. (Photos courtesy of Dr. Garrett Metcalf)
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I hope it doesn’t take you 40 years to be-
come comfortable with your life.

It was the summer of 1980 when I was first
introduced to the strange new world of cattle
ranching. If you’ve been reading my columns
then you know how foreign my new home felt
to this city girl once upon a time. I felt uncom-
fortable, inadequate and unprepared. I was too
shy and intimidated to admit my feelings to my
husband or his parents who were my next-door
neighbors on the cattle ranch we shared.

So what did this young city girl do? She
stayed in her house and tried to do her best at
making her new residence feel like home. She
learned to cook for her sweet country boy who
loved to eat.

She was ready to help anytime she was
asked. But she was terrified to offer her help
because of her uncertainties about her abilities
to do the job anyone expected of her. To be
very honest with y’all, I would say she quickly
desired motherhood so she had someone to
spend her lonely days with indoors. She be-
lieved she could be a good mamma and longed
to feel proficient at something!

It was indeed some 40 years after moving to
my husband’s family ranch before I finally felt
well at-ease with my life and skills as a cattle
rancher. It would not be until the passing of
my husband’s parents and mine. It would also
not be until our nest was completely empty fol-
lowing the passing of our beloved dachshund
and our daughter’s final departure to make a
home for herself.

I feel like I may have said this before but
just in case not I will say it again. It wasn’t
until this unimaginable pandemic and spending
much more time by my husband’s side that I
gained a fresh view of where I'd already spent
more than 40 years of my life.

I suddenly realized how much I actu-
ally knew about our ranching life and started
sharing my points of views and ideas with
my partner. We had discussions about our
precious cows and their babies. We talked
about equipment repair needs and tasks to be
accomplished. We started exploring our joint

28 | JANUARY 2023

2 ; By Annette Bridges

It was 40 years after moving to her husband’s family ranch before Annette felt well at-ease with
her life and skills as a cattle rancher. (Photo courtesy Annette Bridges)

ranching goals as we looked to our future.

Perhaps it’s hard for some to believe I could
have spent so much of my life and marriage
feeling disconnected to the place I called home,
but sadly it is true.

I sincerely don’t want the same to happen
to any other newbie adjusting from a city to
a country life. So I have some suggestions
for you.

Don’t be afraid to ask questions. It’s okay
to not know.

You truly are capable of more than you
think. Try. Try again. It’s by practice that we
learn and become more proficient. (Notice |
didn’t say perfect.)

There’s always more to learn. Stay teach-
able.

There actually isn’t only one right way to do

something, but we can learn much from those
who are more experienced than we are.

Be patient and kind with yourself when do-
ing something you’ve never done before. There
are so many things that can’t be learned except
by doing. Making mistakes often provides us
the greatest lessons.

My mamma instructed me again and again
to not let anything or anyone take my joy from
me. The truth is nothing or no one can rob you
of your joy, your peace, your confidence and
pretty much anything else unless you give them
the power to do so. So don’t.

Perhaps my best advice to you newbie
country girls is to be plucky. In case you don’t
know, this means to be brave, bold, daring,
determined, undaunted, audacious, spunky and
feisty as you learn about your new world.&
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CULTIVATING THE NEXT GENERA|TION |

“Agriculture is our wisest pursuit, because it will in the end contribute
most to real wealth, good morals, and happiness.” — Thomas Jefferson

Those entrusted with instructing the next generation in the most impactful
industry of our society are agriculture teachers. They mold young minds
with a well-rounded education of classroom and laboratory instruction,
leadership development and hands-on learning as they prepare students to
become tomorrow’s leaders, entrepreneurs, and agriculturalists.

Leslie and Julie Harris have been instrumental in guiding youth during
their careers. Leslie, as a top-respected livestock judge and agriculture
teacher, and Julie, as a special education and now English teacher.

“If a student eats, they are involved in agriculture. That is the very first
thing I say when I teach ag. We talk about how the number one industry in
our county is ag. It is where our food comes from. If we don’t pay attention,
we’re going to be hurting. I don’t sugarcoat it. As a vocational agriculture
teacher, we teach kids about opportunities they have to build their com-
munities and raise their families,” Leslie said.

Julie grew up playing softball in Arlington with one older brother. She
had plans to become a county extension agent when she attended Tarleton
State University, interning at the King Ranch. There she had the opportu-
nity to work a radio show, assist in elementary programs, and help with a
variety of other agricultural tasks under well-known county extension agent
Harvey Buehring of Robstown, Texas.

Meanwhile, Leslie, or Les as many know him as, grew up in Azle
Continued on page 32
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Continued from page 31

with two older sisters. He got an
early start to livestock showing
in kindergarten, the age allowed
in Parker County. It was in fifth
grade when he realized he wanted
to be an ag teacher when he grew
up, partly in thanks to two of
his own ag teachers who were
instrumental in shaping who he is
today. He has remained close with
both men, Stormy Mullins and Dr.
Kirk Edney.

In 1986, Les graduated Azle
High School and attended Weath-
erford College on a livestock
judging scholarship before mov-
ing to Tarleton State University,
where he also judged. Les and
Julie met in government class and
were married just one year later.
After finishing their education,
they moved to Calallen in Corpus
Christi where Les had accepted a
job with the largest FFA chapter
in the nation. He remained there
for his first year in education and ‘- :
made a lifetime friend with his lie Harris with two of the lambs raised by her and her husband, Leslie.
teaching partner, Jim Alsup, who
recently retired from Decatur
ISD. The Harrises next moved to
Throckmorton.

Along the way, Les and Julie

became parents to Katy and Coy,
and when Katy was around the
age of two, Julie decided to join
her husband in the teaching field.
She received her certification in
special education. She would go
on to teach special education for
12 years before moving to gen-
eral education. She taught at the
elementary level for a while but
has been with middle school for
the past decade.

The Harrises moved a few
times, but always knew North
Texas was where they wanted to
eventually settle. Les’s mother
was from Ringgold, and his father, 1
from Nocona, with kin all along
the Red River. After his father’s
death, Les and Julie reevaluated
where they wanted to be, and
made the decision to move to

I
1|

North Texas where they cared Leslie Harris is a teacher at Prairie Valley, a school in Montague County. (Photos courtesy of Leslie and
Continued on page 34 Julie Harris)
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Leslie Harris recently completed his 300th show as a livestock judge. (Photo courtesy Leslie and Julie Harris)

Continued from page 32

for his mother until her passing
in 2020. While living in Nocona,
Les has been able to hear stories of
his parents and grandparents and
meet family he never even knew
he had before.

“It’s been a long road, but it
has been rewarding. It has been
a good place to live and there are
a lot of good people here. We go
to a good church, and we have a
lot of family,” Les said. “During
the process of all that moving, we
always had sheep and goats and
we always had each other.”

Now, their days are like clock-
work. Les teaches agriculture at
Prairie Valley ISD in Nocona,
Texas. As of the 2020-2021 school
year, it had 152 students enrolled
in grades kinder through twelfth,
according to the Texas Tribune.
Julie teaches English and a Bible
elective at Montague ISD, a
school in Montague, Texas, for
students through eighth grade.
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Next semester, she’ll be teaching
an agriculture class of her own.
For the 2020-2021 school year,
Montague ISD had 151 students
enrolled. The Harrises begin feed-
ing their sheep and goats, which
include around 60 head, at 5 a.m.
Then it is off to school for Julie,
where she arrives by 7 a.m., and
Les is at the bus barn for his route
by 6:45 a.m.

“I think one of the advantages
of Prairie Valley and Montague
over big schools is I walk down
that hall and I am hitting every
grade. First, second, third, fourth,
fifth, all the way down, and they
know my name. We eat breakfast
with them, lunch with them, they
know how I like my coffee, they
know what pickup I drive, they
know my dog’s name and where
I go to church. They just know
everything about us,” Les said.

“And some have been out here
for field trips learning about sheep
and goats,” Julie said.

In addition to his teaching
duties, Les has been judging live-
stock shows since 1986. At the
time he was home visiting his ag
teacher, Mr. Mullins, telling him
about his adventures on the judg-
ing team at Weatherford College,
when his teacher asked him to
work a show at Boswell.

“He told me it would pay $100
bill and a belt buckle. Back then,
they didn’t hand those things out
very often and it was right before
the Fort Worth Stock Show. [ was,
of course, broke, so I went and
judged that show, and then I wore
that belt buckle to the stock show.
I thought I was Donny Gay walk-
ing in there. That was my very first
one,” Les recalled.

Recently Les completed his
300th show, receiving a banner
for the accomplishment. Although
he is often asked to judge other
livestock such as pigs or cattle, he
primarily sticks to his expertise of
sheep and goats. He has requests

for shows from all over the state,
north to south and east to west.
He explains livestock judging is
subjective and similar to judging a
beauty pageant like Miss Texas.

“With meat judging and poul-
try judging, you’re either right or
you’re wrong. The other is fairly
subjective. It’s a guess or hypoth-
esis. You just hope you guess right
a lot and if you don’t guess right
a lot, you’re not invited back to
judge,” Les said. “Itis a lot of time
missed at home. It is the loneliest
job you’ll ever have because you
are isolated. You want to be fair to
the breeders and the exhibitors.”

It is important to the livestock
judge to be able to provide good
feedback to those individuals in
the shows and be knowledgeable
in the subject matter.

“I feel more confident now
with that at 54 years old than I
did at one time. I educate a whole
lot more. I want to give them an
honest and upfront assessment
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of what we are looking at. I'm
not scared to talk to them about
their livestock. I probably talk to
them too much,” Les chuckled.
“It’s hard work, I’'m not going to
lie. This past weekend was some
of the best livestock I have ever
judged in Lamesa, Texas. As soon
as I walked in the ring, I knew I
was going to be there a while.”

When social media was first
introduced, it provided additional
challenges to the job as people
took to their devices to express
criticism in judges. Les attempts
to stay out of those arguments, and
says he is fortunate he has not had
too much displeasure expressed
but can see where social media
comments can be unnerving for
the newer judges. Over the years,
what Les has looked for when
judging livestock has changed,
and he knows it will for those
newer judges, too, as they learn
to navigate the field.

“Early on I would be worried
about who clapped for the winner
or if there was a big round of ap-
plause for them. It would be the
first thing I looked for. Now, when
I look at the photos of the back-
drop pictures, it is more rewarding
knowing I selected something that
was great. That there is evidence
and consistency. I always say,
‘Life is too short to have ugly
sheep.” I said that last weekend
and a lot of people agreed with
me. It is gratifying when I see
consistency in those backdrop
pictures,” Les said.

However, at the end of the day,
it is not about the livestock, but
about making a difference in kids’
lives. He recently experienced
that at a show when an exhibi-
tor approached him to share her
feedback.

“A girl last weekend almost put
a tear to my eye. She walked up
to me and said, ‘I want to tell you
something. You made me feel so
relaxed in the ring.” The girl was
in high school, so I know she had
showed before. My daughter hap-
pened to be there, and I was hard

Leslie and Julie Harris raised two children, Katy and Coy. (Photos
courtesy Leslie and Julie Harris)

on my kids when they were show-
ing. I looked over at my daughter,
and she rolled her eyes,” Les
laughed. “But the girl said, ‘I'm
serious. I'm always very nervous,
but I wasn’t nervous around you.’
I think that was rewarding to hear
a compliment like that.”

He explained it is also grati-
fying to hear from well-respect
breeders who make it a point to
come up to him and relay how glad
they are he is judging.

“He also likes it when those
littles come up and hug him,”
Julie smiled.

Les can’t help but nod his head
in agreement.

“What can I say? It gets emo-
tional sometimes,” Les said.

The whole process is an im-
portant aspect for today’s youth.
It takes a lot of work, especially in
aday and age when many families
are so busy.

“We want them to get a well-
rounded education on the showing
part. We have some kids who
show every weekend, sometimes
they show two times every week-

end. Then we have some kids who
want to show just one time at the
county show, which is great. It is
meant to be fun and represent the
animal in the best way you pos-
sibly can. It takes work, training
and responsibility,” Les said.

Livestock showing can also be
an expensive endeavor, which is
why other judging opportunities
are available as an alternative for
those who cannot afford the live-
stock side or have other interests.

“Sometimes, these kids don’t
have the means to show, but you
get them interested in the judg-
ing and they excel in those areas
without breaking the bank,” Julie
said.

For example, the Harrises’
daughter, Katy, was on the 2018
Oklahoma State University meat
judging team, where they won the
national championship that year.
There also is tractor judging, ag
mechanics, land judging, home
economics, food, cooking, and a
variety of other choices.

“In Texas, it is the toughest
state to compete because in some

contests there can be anywhere
from 100 to 400 teams in any divi-
sion of any age that these kids go
up against. They need to not think
in terms of winning but in terms
of learning. You have to trust the
process,” Les explained.

At Prairie Valley, they have
even started ag photography,
important for marketing agricul-
ture. At the school there were
87 photography entries for the
second annual show. Not only is it
inexpensive, but it is exciting and
represents agriculture.

“I think that is showing stu-
dents what it can be. It should
be about learning and fun, rather
than being worried about money.
We have to understand that and
give students another alternative
to learn about agriculture without
breaking the bank,” Les said.

It is one way that teachers
continue to meet the needs of their
students, while facing numerous
other challenges. Les and Julie
say they are fortunate to teach in
smaller, rural settings that in a
way, make things easier.

“Many of my students live in
Montague, Nocona, or Bowie.
Most are just pretty good country
kids. They do have challenges. 1
have noticed it is difficult to keep
them engaged, which is hard in
my subject area, because I can
only do so many hands-on things.
ButI started a Bible class elective,
which they love because it is more
laid back and they get to have
fun,” Julie said. “We have friends
who live in the big cities and teach
ag and make $100,000, but it’s not
about the money. It’s just so much
more relaxed out here. Money is
not everything. You have to enjoy
it and have that relationship with
people.”

Being in a rural community
also provides numerous firsthand
opportunities for youth.

“I still teach animal science
labs. I can fire up the bus at Prairie
Valley and drive any direction and
have a lesson plan. We’re that
Continued on page 36
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Continued from page 35

close to the Chisholm Trail. Just
on my way to school I pass by 250
to 300 head of cattle, farms and
ranches. I can teach about range
management, grasses, cattle, or
meat production and not even get
off the bus. I don’t have as much
of a challenge compared to some-
one who lives in the metroplex
because they don’t see what we
see every day. Some people think
it’s a disadvantage to be in a rural
school, but I think it’s a plus. It’s
a real education. All my stuff is
hands on. We keep the kids busy
working,” Les said.

Les also knows teaching is
about the community and those
who count on him.

“Kids are going to have prob-
lems, adults are going to have
problems, everyone is going to
have problems. We have a choice
to wake up in the morning in a
bad mood or a good mood. I have

a bus route in the morning. One
boy I pick up at the first stop on
his ranch is there on time at 7 a.m.
sitting underneath a barn for me
to pick him up every morning. It
doesn’t matter if it is cold, windy,
raining, sleeting, or hot. He gets on
and the first thing he says is good
morning. Every morning. The next
stop, I pick a kid up and her mom
says good morning. I say it back
and we talk about chickens and
cattle. I go pick up another 20 kids.
I could come up with a thousand
problems on my mind, but this
morning we talked about biscuits
and gravy. Those kids joked with
me and told me the school was
having biscuits and gravy for
breakfast. I was so excited when
I got to school, then there wasn’t
any. They thought it was hilarious.
That is the kind of conversations
I get to have with kindergartners
and first graders on the way to
school. I told Julie, as I get older,

it means a whole lot more to me
that I am essential. I see it even
more now as a bus driver than as
a teacher because those kids rely
on me. Am I negative? You bet I
am. Am I positive? You bet. But
I have a choice. I don’t have to
say good morning, how are you,
but it is the first connection they
have that is directly related to that
school,” Les said.

Julie also loves it when she
draws that connection with her
students, particularly since she
teaches an age group who tend to
hold back at times.

“I love it when they ask me if
I am going to come watch their
games or they’ll just talk to me
about stuff going on in their lives.
At that age, I don’t get too many
hugs, but a few of them will come
up and hug me. It’s just good to
me that I am that person they want
to come talk to,” Julie explained.
“I also have contact with kids I

taught years ago, and I enjoy see-
ing what they’ve done with their
lives.”

Les said itis always great when
students contact their teachers
after high school, and it is a great
experience watching them grow
into wonderful individuals.

“One of the most rewarding
things is when I judge a child and
I taught their parents and get to
see them be successful with their
families, being good mommas and
daddies. It is not necessarily the
stock shows or awards they won,
just true friendships with kids I
taught,” Les said.

As for the future, the Harrises
don’t plan on going anywhere. Les
has wanted to live in Nocona since
he was a boy, and now that he’s
there, he’s not leaving.

“We don’t even need to go on
vacation. Why would we? We go
to Muenster, Nocona, Ringgold or
Wichita Falls, but we don’t want
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to go anywhere else for any vaca-
tion. I think that’s why we’re here.
Plus, we raise our sheep and goats,
and we are close to the Red River
and Oklahoma,” Les said.

The couple also has many plans
in the works for their sheep and
goat herd. They see many repeat
customers and sell across four
states, a testament to the quality
of livestock they raise. They also
raise livestock guardian dogs, who
they both love very much. The
couple adores receiving updated
photos of their dogs from clients,
along with images of their goats
and sheep in shows.

The Harrises also remain close
to family. As for their own kids,
Katy graduated from Oklahoma
State University in 2019 with a
bachelor’s degree in animal sci-
ence. In November, she married
Trey Glasscock, who owns Circle
G. Livestock, and helps man-
age Glasscock Club Lambs with
parents, Guy and Ann, in Zephyr,
Texas. Coy recently graduated
from Texas State Technical Col-
lege in Waco with an associ-
ate degree in electrical lineman
technology and went to work for
Oncor. Les’s cousins in the North
Texas are more like siblings, giv-
ing them close family nearby, and
Julie’s parents are a short hour and
a half drive away.

“On my way to work, I think
about my life and how I worked
at the largest FFA chapter in the
United States, but now I can walk
out my back door and see the
ag barn of Prairie Valley and 40
head of cattle and be as close to
agriculture as you can be. It’s just
soothing. Moving to North Texas
was a dream come true. We trust
God in everything we do. We let
him have it all, and if you do the
same, he’ll take care of you. It
might take a while sometimes,
but you have to trust him,” Les
concluded.

To follow along the Harrises
journey, visit their sheep and goat
business page at Harris Show
Lambs and Goats.{J;
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(Above) Leslie and Julie Harris
plan to continue teaching and
remain in North Texas, which
they love. They also have many
plans in the works for their sheep
and goat herd. (Left) Leslie Harris
teaches a group of youngsters the
importance of agriculture. (Photos
courtesy Leslie and Julie Harris)
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By Jesse Kader
We made it. Happy 2023! We are starting a 1
new chapter with fresh, clean pages. We still may
be looking at some cold months ahead, I person-
ally don’t rule out snow until after March. I have
plenty of sweaters, jackets and layering pieces to R
get you through the next few months, and lots of
fun things as we gear up for stock show season.
Take a look and see what you might find. www. ’

jessesjewelz.com )
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By Lacey Vilhauer

Sacafs

Beet
Empanadas

Total Time: 45 minutes | Serves: 6-7

Ingredients:
1 package of pre-made pie crust (2 rolls) (or make your own
dough!)
1 pound of lean ground beef- drained
1/4 cup diced onions
1/2 medium diced bell pepper, any color
1 teaspoon cumin
1 teaspoons minced garlic
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon pepper
1 teaspoon chili powder
1 cup Mexican blended cheese
1 egg
Instructions:
Preheat oven to 350 F. Prepare a cookie sheet with a baking mat,
non-stick foil, parchment paper or oil. Set aside.
In alarge skillet cook ground beef, onions and bell pepper until beef

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM

is cooked through, onions are translucent and peppers are soft. Drain any
excess fat. Add cumin, garlic, salt, pepper, and chili powder to ground
beef mixture and cook for 2 minutes. Remove from burner.

Roll out pie crusts. Using a bowl similar to a cereal bowl, trace
circles onto each pie crust. I can get 3 per crust. A smaller bowl will
result in more circles.

With leftover pie crust, mix together and roll out and continue cutting
circles, until all dough is used. I can get 8 total. Lay a pie crust circle
down on the prepared cookie sheet. Add 2 to 3 tablespoons of filling
to the middle of the circle.

Top with 1 tablespoon cheese, do not overfill.

Fold pie crust circle in half, keeping the filling inside, and press edges
down with a fork. Repeat steps 9 and 10 for all empanadas. Arrange
empanadas on a cookie sheet. Beat egg in a small bowl and brush on
top of each empanada. Bake for 12 to 15 minutes or until the tops are
golden. Remove from the oven and serve with your favorite salads,
salsas and guacamole.@}
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No one in country music his-
tory has rocked our world like
Shania Twain.

They say imitation is the great-
est form of flattery.

So when my friend Dalene
Rochelle created a tribute to the
living legacy of Shania herself, no
one realized what a huge impact it
would have on the Texas Country
music scene. Introducing “Shania
Twang.”

From the time she hits the stage
and throughout the entire show,
you’ll find yourself forgetting that
this fabulous Canadian born coun-
try rocker isn’t the real thing.

As she belts out the hits like

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM

——
“Who’s Bed Have You’re Boots
Been Under” and “Man I Feel Like
A Woman,” you’ll quickly find
yourself back to the 90s country
music rage. Not only that, she even
rides in on horseback.

The entire show takes me back
to the Houston Rodeo Days when
I first met and worked with Shania
and believe me, when she sees
this fantastic act in person, she’s
gonna flip.

Keep your eye out this spring
for your opportunity to catch
“Shania Twang” in person.

You’ll be glad you did. “Let’s
Go Girls!”

Happy Trails. &

N

Listen to
Dave Alexander’s
Radio Show
Big Texas Country and
Western Swing Show.
davealexander.com.
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* ATTRACTIONS

Adaptability: Moving Forward, Part 2

By Martha Crump | marthacrump@comcell.net,

As promised, this month will
be a look at how 2022 has pre-
pared us to move forward. While
we have all been busy with our
cattle enterprises, the National
Cattlemen’s Beef Association
has been busy doing the public
relations job we do not have the
time or expertise to pursue. The
Federation of State Beef Councils
is a division of the NCBA and a
contractor to the Beef Checkoff.
The Federation represents the 44
Qualified State Beef Councils and
includes more than 700 state board
members representing every seg-
ment of the beef industry.

Their vision is “To build beef
demand by inspiring, unifying and
supporting an effective state and
national Checkoff partnership.”
They also push for strong state and
national partnerships which result
in increased consumer demand
for beef and higher consumer
confidence.

In 2022, $4.5 million was
contributed by the Federation to
supplement the approximately
$40 million national plan the Beef
Promotion Operating Committee
put forth for promotion, research,
industry information, and con-
sumer information.

The “Beef. It’s What’s For
Dinner,” campaign saw celebrity
athlete Tony Romo as the newest
spokesperson throughout the year.
There are definite pluses to using
a well-known spokesperson. Ac-
cording to market research, it can
increase sales, help to develop
brand awareness, lend credibility
to the advertising campaign and
even attract new customers. Romo
worked to promote beef nation-
ally via digital and social media,
through outdoor ads, and on ESPN.
com. He was on broadcast televi-
sion on the Food Network, HGTV
and the Magnolia Network. State

44 | JANUARY 2023

Wichita Falls Area
CattleWomen

beef councils also extended this
national programming.

2022 was the second year for
the Federation to also sponsor
the “Beef. It’s What’s For Dinner
300,” which was the 41st season-
opening race for the NASCAR
Xfinity Series at Daytona.

Beef also appeared on televi-
sion during the 2022 holiday
season with more than 125 ads
on the Hallmark Channel which
reached an estimated 112 million
adults. The Hallmark.com digital
advertising res approxi
mately 2.2 millionrdrgita pres-
sions. Social media presence saw
the inclusion of new Hanukkah
content which featured brisket
recipes and a roasting video series
on Facebook, Instagram and Twit-
ter that had a reach of 32,000 and
generated 3,000 engagements. A
continuation of online engage-
ments kept beef very present dur-
ing the holidays. Eleven different

food and agriculture influencers
posted content during December.
Amazingly, the 30-plus posts were
responsible for a reach of 933,228
and almost 45,000 engagements.
Basically what is being counted
here is not only the number of
individuals that “liked” the posts
but also the number of people
that went on to interact with the
content.
$745,000 was spent to support
foundation research projects.

The areas of research included
product quality, beef safety, hu-
man nutrition, beef sustainability
and market research.

$2,439,000 was utilized for

consumer information.

One of these marketing proj-
ects involved a nationwide club
store promoting beef and the
“Beef. It’s What’s For Dinner,”
brand during the holidays on the
retailer’s digital properties. These
digital ads were placed on the

website and utilized an app that
directed the consumers to a page
where they could add beef to their
cart. There were almost 40,000
consumers that interacted with the
ads, resulting in more than $8 mil-
lion in beef sales and 8.6 percent
new buyers in the beef category.
Basically, the bottom line showed
that for every Checkoff dollar
spent on the project, $42.72 was
returned in beef sales.

In the quest to help get good
information into the hands of
consumers, more than 3,000
Pediatric Health Professional In-
Office Educational Toolkits were
distributed in 32 states. This was
done in an attempt to emphasize
the importance of Beef as a nutri-
ent dense food for infants and tod-
dlers. The challenge historically
has been how to get the newest,
most reliable research out and into
the hands of the layperson and
professional alike. It is particularly
difficult for health and medical
experts.

They are required to participate
in a set number of continuing
medical education hours every
year in order to maintain their
licenses or credentials, but busy
work schedules often make it
difficult to accomplish. Recently,
board-certified general pediatri-
cian Candice Jones, MD, part-
nered with the Federation to create
a four-part podcast series called
“Making Every Bite Count.”

This series was accredited for
medical doctors, physician assis-
tants, nurse practitioners and reg-
istered dietitians and highlighted
the importance of beef in the early
diet to support infant and child-
hood development. Since its re-
lease more than 2,800 participants
have listened with 85 percent of
these listeners being medical pro-
fessionals that have direct contact
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with patients. The success of this
effort demonstrates the value of
podcasts in health education, but
also the innovation of sharing
beef’s nutritional message through
newer formats.

$150,000 went toward industry

information.

This included the Masters of
Beef Advocacy Program which
reached 20,000 graduates. This
free, self-guided online course
provides farmers, ranchers, ser-
vice providers, consumers, and
all beef community members
with the tools and resources they
need to become beef advocates
and answer tough questions about
beef production. This funding also
included the new Trailblazers
program. This yearlong training
program was developed to enable
participants to “promote beef to
new audiences while addressing
and correcting myths” and to
become expert communicators
who excelled in media interviews
and in building confidence in the
beef industry when talking to
consumers.

Now I do not know about any-
body else, but I sure do not have
the budget or the expertise in these
fields to add that to my list of du-
ties here on the ranch. I sure do not
begrudge the monies going to sup-
port the Beef Checkoff while they
work on all of this to help make
my place in the industry a little
more secure. Goodness knows that
as 2022 came to an end, we needed
some things to go right. So what
is the forecast going forward? We
have all seen the increased prices
across the board for all goods,
including food.

This will definitely continue
to play a big role in consumer
purchasing practices. We are see-
ing inflation rates equivalent to
the early 1980s, and it is alarm-
ing for all. We are seeing a trend
toward less dining out, and even
though households are dining at
home more, the average consumer
is purchasing fewer pounds of
beef than they were last year,
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while spending more per pound
on that beef. The good news is
that research into market trends
does indicate that the consumer’s
willingness to pay for beef does
remain strong and that they still
find value in buying beef.

How consumers shop is chang-
ing as well. During the pandemic,
we all learned how to do more
online forms of shopping, even
for groceries. E-commerce is
full of growth potential that has
remained post-pandemic. From
click and pick-up to home deliv-
ery, consumers like the ease of
this form of shopping. One year
ago, in December 2021, 63 percent
of surveyed consumers preferred
home delivery, while 37 percent
preferred the click and collect
method. Beef has had a successful
role in the online shopping trend,
with 44 percent of customers in-
cluding beef in their online carts.
E-commerce is projected to more
than double in the next three to
five years.

No look forward would be
complete without spending just
a minute to discuss those villain-
ous “meat substitutes.” We would
be remiss to not conduct a quick
assessment of how that market is
faring. After all, they claim to be a
serious contender against the real
thing - beef.

As of Aug. 13, 2022, fresh
meat alternatives comprised less
than one percent of both the entire
fresh protein retail market (0.34
percent) and the fresh beef retail
market (0.54 percent). Compara-
tively, beef currently occupies 54
percent of the fresh protein market
and occupied almost 56 percent
during the same time in 2021.
Here is the good news for beef
producers; market share for fake
meat has also been declining for
the past two years, with a more
than 20 percent drop from 2021
to 2022.

So what do our consumers
think about our profession and
our products? Well, the news is
good on that front. The NCBA is

diligent in consistently monitor-
ing to better understand consumer
perceptions of how we are doing
our jobs. These perceptions do
drive consumer demands. Overall,
beef perceptions are solid with 68
percent of respondents claiming a
positive view on beef.

Only 13 percent responded
as having a negative perception
of beef. When asked about beef
production perceptions, nearly
half of the respondents at 42 per-
cent claimed to have a positive
perception. Thirty-seven percent
claimed a neutral perception, and
21 percent claimed a negative
perception. The outcome of these
responses was interesting.

The respondents were asked
to describe concerns regarding
beef cattle production. Fifty-one
percent claimed to be concerned
about animal welfare. Surprising-
ly, only five percent mentioned the
environment as a concern. Only 27
percent of respondents claimed to
know how cattle were raised for
food. This makes it quite clear
that consumers have very little
knowledge about cattle production
and about how many regulations
are in place to ensure animals are
raised with respect and care.

2022 saw a strong foreign
demand for United States beef, at
a 33 percent increase from 2021.
Marbled beef is gaining in popu-
larity in Asia and Latin America,
and for cattle producers exports
just by themselves account for
an average of $476.98 in value
per head. While the United States
does import lean beef trimmings
to combine with our fattier beef
to make hamburgers, we remain
anet exporter, meaning we export
more than we import. NCBA will
“continue to identify and remove
barriers and diversify our export
markets.”

A couple of issues you would
be wise to keep abreast of for
the coming year would include
a little peek at what the Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission
Chairman Gary Gensler is play-

ing with in ESG investing. ESG
refers to environmental, social and
governance. Europe has played
with this to crippling effects eco-
nomically.

Another growing area of inter-
estis that of selling carbon credits.
While this emerging market has
the possibility to offer opportuni-
ties to ranchers, it will be impor-
tant to weigh the costs, benefits,
risks, and to know enough to make
an informed decision.

As for the market update, it
is predicted that the beef-cow
herd liquidation we saw in 2022,
may continue due to the current
weather forecast that shows the La
Nina weather pattern to continue
until possibly this summer.

We have experienced a lot of
change in a short time, and we
have assessed, grown, adapted,
looked backward, and now we
are once again looking forward.
It is not always easy, but most
things worthwhile are not. Thank
goodness we have advocates like
the NCBA, Beef Checkoff and
others working around the clock
for us being a voice and a presence
where we cannot.

The next meeting of the
WFACW organization will be
Feb. 21, at the Forum, 2120
Speedway, Wichita Falls, Texas.
Members attending the midday
meeting are encouraged to bring
their lunch and enjoy eating and
visiting starting at 11:30 a.m.,
followed by the business meeting
atnoon. The evening meeting will
start at 5:30 p.m., so that members
attending have time to order their
meal, followed by the business
meeting at 6 p.m. Location for
the evening meeting has not yet
been decided. As the meeting time
nears, please feel free to email
marthacrump@comcell.net or go
to the WFACW Facebook page for
additional information.

Sources:

National Cattlemen, 2022 Di-
rections; The Official Publication
Of NCBA

NCBA.org (i,
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It was summer, school was out,
and my best friend Chris came
to stay the weekend. Chris and
I were about 12 years old, knew
everything and weren’t scared of
anything. We never stayed in the
house, we were always running
around the ranch, through the
creeks, fishing, hunting or build-
ing something.

It was a typical hot summer
day, we had been taking it easy
at the stock tank, got bored and
jumped in for some swimming to
cool off. It was fun to dive down to
the bottom where the water turned
colder, dig our hands into the mud
and hold on as long as we could.

The water was cold enough
that after a few dives we would
actually get the chills. It was a
great way to cool down; of course,
the water was so red, we couldn’t
open our eyes and our shorts
would be stained red and nothing
could wash it out.

It was getting late, the sky was
fading into a light pink hue. It was
time to get to the house before
mom started hollering dinner was
ready. Walking up through the
pasture, the house slowly coming
into sight, we could hear some kids
laughing and see people outside on
the porch. Clearly, we had guests.
As we approached the house in
our cutoff blue jean shorts with no
shirts on, I realized it was some of
my sister’s friends. Girls.

They were younger and an-
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By Andy Anderson

Bat Fishing Crazy

Andy Anderson and his best friend, Chris, spent summers as a child outside, running around the ranch,
fishing, hunting, or building something.

noying, always asking questions,
following us around and just
getting in the way, but the all too
familiar smell of the barbecue fir-
ing up quickly took our minds off
the pure torture we were about to
endure, to curiosity of what was
about to be placed upon the grill
for us to devour. We made our
way to the back porch, stomachs
grumbling and appetites growing
as we got closer. Just about the
time we neared the porch my mom
came outside, looking at Chris and
me with a frustrated stare.

“Get in the house and get
cleaned up for dinner, and throw

those shorts away, they are ru-
ined,” she said.

Chris and I ventured into the
house to get cleaned up about
the time the girls realized we had
arrived. We tore into some pork
chops, fried potatoes and fresh
green beans with homemade yeast
rolls. I loved those rolls, warm
with butter dripping from the in-
side. Man, Chris and I were happy
to eat outside just to get away from
the chatter and annoying pestering
by the girls.

We had a spot near a small shed
that was slightly lit from the se-
curity light on the telephone pole

nearby. It was just out of sight, but
close enough to still hear when it
was time to come in for the night;
plus, the girls didn’t like it and
left us alone.

Chris and I had finished filling
up and were relaxing in some old
rocking chairs, not saying much,
just kind of looking around and
being at peace. All of a sudden
Chris pipes up, “What the heck
was that?”

I'turned to look in the direction
he was staring as he described see-
ing something big flying around
the big security light. I peered into
the darkness, around the hue of the
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light to see thousands of bugs fly-
ing around, in and out of the light,
bouncing off the light, falling and
then flying off again. Nothing
really out of the ordinary, pretty
common thing that time of year.
Just about the time I was turning
to look at Chris, he said, “Keep
looking, it’s huge, something big
is flying around that light.”

He was excited and was very
serious. After a few more seconds
starring into the light, I saw it. It
was quick, it was big and it dang
sure wasn’t a bug.

Chris and I eased up to the
light using the side of the house
as cover to mask our presence. We
stood there in the shadows of the
house waiting to catch a glimpse
of what was flying around. It
didn’t take long and there it was
again, so fast in and out of the light
we couldn’t tell for sure, had to
be some kind of bird, we argued.
Then, almost as if it wanted to
be seen, it appeared and hovered
right smack dab in the middle of
the light, a bat.

Just then a few more could be
seen flying around. We crept up
closer, ever so excited to see these
bats in action. Flying around at
Mach 1, snatching bugs from the
air. Spectacular to watch, almost
hypnotic to watch the bats doing
acrobatics through the air, and
every now and then you could hear
them squeaking.

Just then, the back door
slammed shut breaking our con-
centration, the girls were heard
calling out for us. Chris and I
remained quiet, slowly creeping
out of sight and into the shop. We
didn’t have time for those girls.
In the shop Chris and I began
discussing our observations of the
bats feeding, it was pretty cool to
watch. I took a seat on a nearby
bucket, Chris plopped down on
a hay bale, kicked back and said,
“Ya know, I wonder if we could
catch us one of those bats?”

Now, how in the heck were
we going to do that? After much
deliberation and a few failed at-
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An attempt to catch a bat with a fishing pole didn’t go as planned.
(Courtesy photos)

tempts, I said “Let’s get a fishing
pole, tie a rooster tail on and try
casting up there.”

I fetched my spin cast rod and
reel, tied on a rooster tail and
started casting about in the air
around the light. Problem was,
every time I cast it up, it would
shoot up like a rocket, passing the
light and hitting the ground only to
get hung up in the grass.

Chris decided we needed some-
thing lighter and with no hooks.
We retreated to the barn to dig
through the tackle box.

After a few minutes, Chris de-
vised a plan. He cut a small chunk
of cloth from a rag he found,
took a small weight he found in
the tackle box, centered it in the
middle of the cloth and tied the
fishing line around the bottom of
the weight with the cloth folded
over it. It looked like a miniature
ghost when he finished.

Chris promptly and confidently
strutted over to the light to give a
cast and just as he gave it a flip,
it went out a few feet, stopped
and flung back into his face.
Now, Chris got frustrated and just
started slinging the pole around,
back and forth, cursing now and
again. I start to laugh when Chris

yelled out, “I got one.”

As I was running to Chris, I
could see the line tight and nearly
straight up in the sky moving in a
circular motion. I stopped a few
feet away as he reeled it in, sure
enough Chris caught a bat, but
that thing was not having any of
it. Chris reeled it down to within
a few feet of the tip of the pole,
it flailing around screeching and
flapping like crazy. Chris was
screaming at me to grab it and
I didn’t want any part of it by
then.

Chris was walking to me yell-
ing at me to grab it, and as he was
getting closer, I was backing up.
Just as I came to the corner of the
house, Chris managed to pull the
bat down to eye level. I reached in
to try and grab it as it nearly took
the top of my head off. I ducked
down, glancing back up just in
time to see a herd of girls rounding
the corner of the house.

Now, these fine young ladies
had no idea what was going on. All
they knew is they had heard Chris
and me and as far as they were
concerned, they had found us; and
found us they did. Chris brought
the bat around for a second attempt
for me to catch it just as the girls

came to stop near me, all of them
starring at Chris, in the middle of
the road, with a fishing pole, danc-
ing around like a fool.

“What are y’all....?” Is all T
heard from one of the girls as
Chris lined me up for a second
chance to catch the bat. Problem
was, Chris didn’t see the girls and
sent it right at them.

That thing bounced off one of
the girl’s heads and smacked an-
other in the face. It was absolute
pandemonium in a split second.
They screamed the most blood
curling screams, fell down, fell on
top of each other, crying as dust
filled the warm summer night air.
The bat must have had enough,
too. As the line went limp the girls
disappeared around the corner
of the house; the faint whimpers
could still be heard.

Chris and I were staring at
each other in disbelief and slowly
began to chuckle as the totality of
what just happened settled in our
minds. As I walked up to Chris, he
and I laughing and smiling from
ear to ear, we heard the all too
familiar and daunting call from
my mom. Our complete first,
middle and last names called out
with authority and orders to report
to the front porch, we stashed the
fishing pole and walked towards
the front porch.

Standing in the yard, looking
up at my mom, I could see through
the door into the living room.
Three young ladies, hair messed
up, covered in dirt, tears flowing
down their cheeks as they whim-
pered and were telling on us.

After explaining to my mom
what had happened and that what
happed to the girls was not inten-
tional, she simply said to leave
the bats alone, we’d get rabies or
something and to go to my room
for the night.

Chris and I laughed nearly all
night about catching that bat, and
I don’t care if it hurt the girls’
feelings, because they sure left
us alone the whole weekend after
that. 47
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TAKING CARE OF OUR CUSTOMERS
FOR OVER 37 YEARS

'FOR COMPLETE INVENTORY & INFO VISIT: MANGUMAUTOSALES COM

84k Miles

NICE TRUCK
2017 Ford F-250 4x4, 6.7 Turbo

Diesel, A/C, tilt, cruise, power windows,
locks & mirrors. #£93930.......... $44,995

WORK READY
2015 Ford F-350 4x4, 6.2 v8 gas, auto,
AJC, tilt, cruise, power windows, locks &
mirrors. #B15528........ccvercsnsnennne 927,995

= 45k Miles

NEW SPEARBED

2019 Ford F-250 4x4, 6.2 V8 gas, auto,
AJC, tilt, cruise, power windows, locks &
mirrors. #D41028.........cccrnicrrrernnnss $52,995

LOADED

2015 RAM 2500 Laramie 4x4, 6.7L turbo
diesel, auto, A/C, tilt, cruise, power mirrors, leather
seats and power sunroof. #551963.......... $29,995

NEW SPEARBED

2016 Chev. 2500 4x4, 6.0L V8 gas,
auto, A/C, tilt, cruise, power windows &
locks. #169797....cocvevueranseasasmeens $44,995

580 252 0441
4275 N. Hwy 81 « Duncan, OK 73533
M-F 8-6 « Sat9-3

NEW ARMBED

2017 RAM 3500 SRW 4x4, 6.7 turbo
diesel, auto, A/C, tilt, cruise, power windows,
locks & mirrors, #623527................555,995

"WORK READY

2012 Chev. 2500 4x2, 6.0L gas, auto,
AJC, tilt, cruise, power windows, locks &
mirrors #203750........c.cocmmmnsssanns

NEW ARMBED
2019 Chev. 2500 4x4, 6.0 gas auto, A/C,
tilt, cruise, power windows, locks & mirrors.
AL LT R ——— L 1|

WORK READY

2015 RAM 3500, 6.7L turbo diesel,
auto, A/C, power mirrors, windows & locks.
#589902......ccererisensseenesisasssnseness 529,995

NEW SPEARBED
2015 Chev. 2500 4x4, 6.0L V8 gas,

auto, A/C, tilt, cruise, power mirrors, windows
& locks. #1ossrr......,..,.................,..334,995

87k Miles

NATURAL GAS

2013 Ford F-250 4x2, 6.2 V8 CNG fuel
system, auto, A/C, tilt, cruise, 4 side-mount
tool boxes. #B82104...........ccereerne.. 515,995

HARD TO FIND D
2017 Ford F-250 XLT 4x4, 6.0 v8 gas,

auto, A/C, tilt, cruise, power windows, locks
& mirrors #D44007......cvevennesserne 541,995

UTILITY BED
2017 Ford F-250 2WD, 6.2 vs, gas,

auto, A/C, tilt, cruise, power mirrors,
windows & locks. #E44718........$39,995

WORK READY

2017 Chev. 2500 4x4, 6.0 gas, auto,
AJC, tilt, cruise, power windows, locks &
Mirrors. #406239..........c.cemsssesees $34,995

79k Miles

NEW SPEARBED

2017 Ford F-350 4x4, 6.7 Turbo Diesel,
auto, A/C, tilt, cruise, power windows, locks
& mirrors. #D50910...........CALL FOR PRICE

« Shipping Trucks nationwide

Closed Sun.
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» We equip trucks to fit your needs
« Extended warranty available
« Great finance rates available (with approved credit)
« We stock flatbeds, haybeds, & bumper replacements
« Cattle sirens and cube feeders in stock

NEW ARMBED

2018 Chev. 3500 4X4, 6.6 turbo
diesel, auto, A/C, tilt, cruise, power mirrors,
windows & locks. #239683...........549,995

5 31k Miles

NEW ARMBED

2020 Chevy 2500 4x4,6.6L, V8 gas,
auto, AJC, tilt, cruise, power windows,
locks & mirrors. #123581.....Call for Price

NEW SPEARBED
2018 Ford F-250 4x4, 6.2 v8 gas,

auto, A/C, power windows & locks, posi
trac #B35479... .....547,995

SPEARBED

2005 Chev. Duramax 3500 4x4,
6.6L diesel, auto, A/C, tilt, cruise, power
windows & locks. #271325......... $24,995

NEW ARMBED

2019 Ford F-250 4x4, 6.7 turbo diesel,
auto, A/C, tilt, cruise, power windows, locks
and mirrors. #E14545,.,..A..,.......,,....$57,995
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By Tony Dean | tonydean.tx1@gmail.com

Eastern Red Cedar

Have you ever noticed that we
drive by objects or issues every
day out on the land but we don’t
really “see” these objects? They
are there, but we don’t allow them
to register in our minds. I suspect
that this scenario exists more than
we might want to admit.

Don’t let Eastern red cedar
be one of these ghost objects.
Although it is a Texas native, it
has become quite invasive and we
should be keeping an eye on it.
This increase in numbers appears
to be the result of two events. First,
an increase in acres of overgrazed
rangeland opens the door for
establishment of more brush spe-
cies, and, second, the reduction
of natural fire events allows more
seedlings to establish and become
mature trees.

It is fairly easy to recognize
Eastern red cedar because, as it
matures, it takes on a pyramidal
Christmas tree shape. Fruit is a
pale blue berry ranging in diam-
eter from '4” to 3/8”. Trees grow
from 20’ to 30’ in height and
occasionally to 50°. It is the most
commonly known eastern conifer
and is found in 37 states.

Eastern red cedar small trees
can be killed with prescribed burn-
ing. Trees will not resprout if cut
off at ground level.

This species is used exten-
sively for windbreak planting
and for other ornamental uses. It
is widely available for purchase
through commercial outlets. Such
uses around farmsteads could be
partially responsible for increased
populations on grazing lands.
Continued on page 50
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Eastern red cedar has served many uses for centuries, including being a Christmas tree.
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These berries on Eastern red cedar are good food value for many birds and small mammals, but the plant is of little value for livestock. (Photos

courtesy Tony Dean)

Continued from page 49

Although it bears watching to
prevent over populations, Eastern
red cedar does have a few redeem-
ing qualities:

1. It can establish on poor dry
soils, alkaline soil, and dry rocky
outcrops, thereby contributing to
stabilizing these areas.

2. Due to its tolerance of windy
conditions, it was planted in wind-
breaks to offset dust bowl condi-
tions of the 1930s.

3. Eastern red cedar is resistant
to extremes of drought, heat, and
cold.

4. Tt is salt tolerant and can be
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Grazing Value of This Plant
Eastern Red Cedar

10

e Eastern red cedar is not used by cattle and lightly used by deer, sheep,

and goats.

used near roads, driveways, and
sidewalks.

5. The fruit is eaten by many
species of songbirds and small
mammals.

Eastern red cedar provides little

value to livestock and wildlife
other than shelter from extremes in
weather and food value for birds.

Eastern red cedars are dioe-
cious, which means that male and
female are separate trees.

This species has a very long
history of medicinal and food
value uses on two continents.
Eastern red cedar occurs both in
Europe and North America. Na-
tive Americans used it for a long
list of health issues, and a publi-
cation printed in England in 1636
described it used as a diuretic.

Eastern red cedar is an in-
teresting species, having a long
history of serving people on two
continents.

But, like many things in life,
it is not of good use if it exists as
a dominant part of grazing lands.
Moderation is the goal &7
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T&S

MFG, INC.

* Feeding America’s livestock
since 1979

* Flat conveyor chain won't
breakup cubes

* Adjustable flow gate - Feed
from 2-8 Ibs per pile or steady
trail, whichever you choose.

i * Counter inside truck counts
feed

* Heavy duty steel construction

Trip Hopper

Range Cattle Feeder
Constant speed,
constant duty motor,
Chain and sprocket drive
Worlds Best as tested by
ranchers, ask anybody!

Dealer Inquiries Welcome
Jermyn, TX 76459

940.342.2005 » www.tsfeeders.com
1 |

WE HOLD DIRT

IN THE HIGHEST REGARD

We respect dirt in all its forms. We're honored to find it under our
fingernails, and more honored to shake the hands of those who have it under theirs.
It's why we dig in and do whatever it takes to make owning a KIOTI the

best machine-owning experience the world has ever known.

WE DIG DIRT ‘, 2 /‘,'

-

~www.hendershotequipment.com

1841 N US HWY 287
Decatur, TX 76234
(940) 627-5451
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Dennmis’
Farm Store

Dennis Smith
320 Bell PI. - Denton, TX 76209

940/382-1235 - Cell 940/361- 8006

Watch our Facebook page for updates on what is available

and when new shipments arrive.
Plants | Organics | Garden Supplies | Feed | West Feed | Seed %=
Chemlcals | Animal Health | Farm Supplles

' this the best feed you €an buy for yage ho™=" | o
ABSOLUTELY POSITIVELY,.. YESE 1
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By Norman Winter | Horticulturist, Author, Speaker

Time to Think Valentine’s,
'The Hibiscus of Your Dreams

Though the first words have
barely hit this column I am getting
a sense of glee. Just think it took a
garden writer, The Garden Guy, to
beat the big boys to Valentine’s.
When you see Valentine’s stuff
the day after Christmas just re-
member where you saw it first.

In truth I'm not trying to sell
you Valentine’s stuff now but to
alert you to the most beautiful new
hibiscus making its debut in the
spring, Summerific Valentine’s
Crush. The competition will be
so great for this plant you need to
bribe your garden center now to
get in the game, so to speak, and
order them.

You may have thought Sum-
merific Holy Grail or Summerific
Cranberry Crush was the ultimate
achievement in red shade hibiscus
but I predict Summerfic Val-
entine’s Crush will reign at the
pinnacle for quite some period
of time. The seven-inch flowers
open to reveal a bright cherry
red with a dark center. This is
the red of your dreams, the red
that makes you think so tropical
you will be fooling not only your
friends and neighbors but Mother
Nature too.

Summerific Valentine’s Crush
and Summerific Lilac Crush are
making their debut in 2023 bring-
ing the series to a dazzling 12-
selections. This is my fourth year
in arow to be growing Summerific
Continued on page 54
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This Summerific Berry Awesome is growing in less than perfect light but produces enough flowers that will
catch your eye. (Photo courtesy Norman Winter)
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hibiscus or rose mallow. As I regularly tell you
I am sun challenged but the performance has
gotten better and better each year. This year I
had blooms from mid-June until late August.
My sunlight challenge means I will never have
those catalogue photos with 50-plus blooms,
but I will have enough to make me happy and
delight watching you grab your camera.

But I want to go back to the tropical look
that may fool Mother Nature. While [ am guilty
of choosing the varieties to do that, and even
more so when combined with bananas and gi-
ant alocasia elephant ears, I want to challenge
your design creativity with those Summerific
colors that immediately tell you it is a hardy
hibiscus. Get one thing in your mind and that
is hardy hibiscus is a good thing, it’s not cheap
or dime store but a wonderful partner for your
other annuals and perennials. They are cold
hardy from zones 4-9, meaning just about
everyone can grow them.

Take for instance the award winning Sum-
merific Cherry Choco Latte. Not for a nano-
second will you think tropical but the white
light pink flowers that look drizzled with dark
cherry from the center outward will take your
breath away. In my garden I have Summerific
Berry Awesome combined with Heart to Heart
Bottle Rocket caladiums and Summerific Spin-
derella with Heart to Heart Tickle Me Pink
caladiums, Shadowland Etched Glass hotstas
and the green leaf texture of Dandy Man Color
Wheel rhododendrons that bloomed early in
the season.

The Summerfic series of hardy hibiscus
are put together with native DNA. While you
may struggle with creating the perfect garden
soil with most other plants these could also be
classified as suitable for bogs. But you don’t
need a bog, a mountain or a compost pile and
I am proving you can be happy under sunlight
challenges. In the south I am finding the four-
feet tall and four-feet wide structure to be just
perfect. Prior to spring shoots, the plants will
be cut back to almost ground level.

If your garden center doesn’t take bribes
that I mentioned at the start then use this time
before spring to source your plants elsewhere
including online. A few years ago, I got some
Summerific plants that were bareroot. I potted-
them up, and by planting season they looked
like full grown two-gallon nursery plants. I
promise you can do it too, if this is your only
option. Follow me on Facebook @Norman-
WinterTheGardenGuy for more photos and  Hardy hibiscus like this Summerific Cranberry Crush are perfect complements to your other
garden inspiration.{], annuals and perennials. (Photos courtesy Norman Winter)

Summerific Valentine’s Crush hardy hibiscus is making its debut in 2023. It is cold hardy from
zones 4-9.

54| JANUARY 2023 & NTFR



SERVICES

CALL 940-872-5922 TO PLACE YOURS

940-704-9682 BURNING B E AV E R s

The most ECONOMICAL fool in DI]ZEH & LAND MANAGEMENT lll}

2= your land management tool box! <% _ SHANE BEAVERS
1 Control Burning « Prescribed Burn Planning “ 940 841 3400
e T et = . lW\IdIife & Land I[ﬂprqvements . Dams + Skid Steer/Forest Mulching « Fill Dirt
WEEDs = BrRuUsH = CAacTus = WHEAT | Wild Life Food Plots » Fire Line Construction Fence Line Clearing » Brush Clearing *» Grubbing

Liouin/ DRy APPLICATION Wild Fire Structure Protection Plan House Pads * Roads + Pond Clean Out » Recreation Lakes

Fuel Reducticn Plan Wildlife & Land Improvements * Prescribed Burning
CATTLE PENNING Licensed Texas Certified Prescribed Bum Manager (insured & bonded) Prescribed Burn Planning * Fire Line Construction

Wildlife Food Plots + Wildfire Structi Protection Pl
IHoe/Covore EranicaTion BERVERS DOZER & LAND MANAGEMENT LLC Licensed Texas Certified Prescribed Burn Manager
DEeer SURVEYS » Long Line WoRK SHANE BEAVERS 940-841-3400 (insured & bonded)
A\ ATicED EIElIcORTER TRATNIN S sebeavers @ earthlink.net sebeavers @earthlink.net
WWW.BEAVERSDOZERSERVICE.COM WWW.BEAVERSDOZERSERVICE.COM

BAILEY BROTEHER NG SERVIGESY ELS ) B‘ilp‘ r ]S | - ]
BOOE Oli , Holliday, TX 6366 ; A

Le:u;raks:msuhdlp.&rhr.m’_.r.p‘:fl:uc.’uu:?:mgh \ N 940-592-5861

Fertilizer Sales and Application

. L : IOWA PARK, TX
+ Herbicide/Pesticide Sales and Application X . ._ﬁ
. Custom Farming [PIuwing!Sowhg!Hay Baling/etc.) v # = : /

- Grintinang EST 1934 \

ANTED: LONG TERM GRASS/
k GRAZING LEASES. -
CURRENTLY PAYING investment one acre at a time"
$15/AC FOR NATIVE. $20/AC FOR |
IMPROVED, $30/AC FOR CULTIVATED:
WILY PAY UPFRONT
940-733-4998
GRAHAM JOHNSON

M&M Trailer Service, LLC Wi .

Authorized dealer for Shelby Trailer Flooring 4 i ; . 1 A « PONDS

— « CLEAR LOTS i

eAlternative to - « LEV S

eStanding X-Lug Cleated Pattern = ‘ g E @) = LE\ g

eCustom Cut to Length ; RN ; s e * ROADS

«Will NEVER Rot | <M i « DOZER WORK

«100% Recycled Material ' Z ¥ « DELIVER FILL
These boards completely " A ' I: ! DIRT

S S replace a wood floor.
We

TRAILER FLOORIN®  tongue and groove & fla boards Call When Quality Counts!

nunﬁnganenalrs o fRet Estimates [ QYR W AT

580-658-6510 940 133 88“9 ;. FM 51 South (5 miles south of Decatur).
166494 Heffington Rd., Marlow, OK - . A T T "

Call Kathy at 940-872-5922
to place your service ad!
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CLASSIFIEDS

CALL 940-872-5922 TO PLACE YOURS

AUCTION

TULSA STOCKYARDS - Sale
every Monday at 9 a.m. Visit www.
tulsastockyards.com for more
informatiop

L |

GRAHAM LIVESTOCK - Sale every
Monday at noon. We receive cattle
seven days a week. Call 940-549-0078
for more information or visit www.
grahamlivestock.com.

[ |
OKC WEST LIVESTOCK MARKET-
Cows, bulls & pairs Mondays at 10 a.m.
Stockers & calves Tuesdays at 9 a.m.
Feeders Wednesdays at 9 a.m. 405-262-
8800. El Reno, OK. www.okc-west.
com

OKLAHOMA NATIONAL
STOCKYARDS-Serving our producers
for over 100 years. Top prices on your
cattle. With 9 commission firms to serve
you better! 405-235-8675. onsy.com

AUTO

WORK READY - 2012 Chev. 2500 4x2,
6.0L gas, auto, A/C, tilt, cruise, power
windows, locks & mirrors #203750.
$19,995. Call Mangum Auto Sales, 580-
252-0441.

I

NEW SPEARBED - 2017 Ford F-350
4x4, 6.7 Turbo Diesel, auto, A/C, tilt,
cruise, power windows, locks & mirrors.
#D50910. CALL FOR PRICE. Mangum
Auto Sales, 580-252-0441.

LOADED - 2015 RAM 2500 Laramie
4x4, 6.7L turbo diesel, auto, A/C, tilt,
cruise, power mirrors, leather seats and
power sunroof. #551963 $29,995. Call
Mangum Auto Sales, 580-252-0441 or
stop by in Duncan, OK.
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EMPLOYMENT

POST OAK MEDIA is seeking driven
ad sales professionals who possess a
passion for the market to sell advertising
solutions in the Wichita Falls/Lawton
area. The duties include: Develop and
cultivate leads in multiple categories,
persuasively articulate Post Oak Media's
offerings, to clients and prospects via
in-person sales meetings, telephone
sales and email, and meet monthly
revenue goals as outlined in weekly
sales meetings. Skills you need include:
Motivation, passion and a proactive
approach, tenacity and drive to generate
record-breaking revenue, proven ability
to effectively multitask, and the ability
to thrive in a dynamic deadline driven,
rapidly changing environment. What
you'll get: Post Oak Media offers an
attractive compensation package
including a competitive base salary
and commission plan. Insurance light
package included. Holiday pay and
mileage reimbursement. If you meet the
qualifications, submit your resume to
kayla@postoakmedia.net.

FEED & HAY

BAMMANN HAY & TRUCKING
INC. - Aubrey, TX. Alfalfa and alfalfa
grass mix in large and small squares.
Available by bale or semi load. Denton
County award-winning grass hay in
small squares and round bales. Call
Brian at 217-737-7737. tfe

FOR SALE

EXPRESS SCALE SERVICES -
Specializing in livestock and truck scales.
Full service scale company serving the
agriculture industry. Call now for more
information 806-655-3033 or 806-683-
4613. www.expressscale.com

FENCE PIPE AND SUPPLIES
- 23/8.217/8.31/2. 4 1/2. 5 1/2 and
7. Dome Caps & Springs. Square &
Rectangle Tubing. All Types of Steel.
C-Purlin. NEW! Spools of Cable any
lengths for fencing. Round Bale Rings
Feed Troughs ¢ Cattle Guards ® Creep
Feeders e Trailer Parts & Supplies
New Sucker Rods. Flusche Enterprises
Inc. Call 940-759-2203. Since 1942
Muenster, Texas. FEIGQNTIN.NET.
FluscheEnterprises.com

GoBobl

Pipe & Stee| Sales

Where REAL Cattlemen Shop

QUIT WASTING TIME, WE
GUARANTEE THE BEST PRICE!
- GoBob is fully stocked with all the Cattle
Working Equipment, Trailers, Corral &
Fence Material and Hay Feeders from
the biggest brands in the industry. Don’t
forget to take advantage of Section 179
and the 100% tax deduction. Our expert
staff is ready to help you get the perfect
equipment for 2023. CALL TODAY!
1-844-284-4208 or check us out online at
GoBobRanch.com.

l |

HAVE A LARGE FEEDING
OPERATION? - High quality, heavy
duty livestock feeds and accessories
to meet all your feeding needs. Bulk
feeders, economy feeders, creep feeders,
sheep feeders, hay feeders, horse feeders
and troughs. Boyd Industries, Inc.
940-433-2315 or 800-611-3540. www.
BoydBuilt.com

LIFETIME DEER BLINDS - Custom
orders welcome. Call Mike Jordan
at 806-781-8726 or visit www.

lifetimedeerblinds.com.

01-03p

] .
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CLASSIFIEDS

CALL 940-872-5922 TO PLACE YOURS

LIVESTOCK

SWINT CHAROLAIS

Josh Swint/
940-841-0180 i3

CHISHOLM TRAIL ESTATES - 12-
16 acre lots available located just off
of FM 1759 and Gray Road minutes
from downtown Nocona, TX. New road
build and underground utilities already
installed. These small tracts are ideal
for new home builds. Deed restrictions
will apply. $12,500 per acre. Red River
Realty, 301 W. Hwy 82, Nocona, TX. 940-
825-7000. www.redriver-realty.com

MEGARGEL, TX - 5+- to 30+- acres This
is an ideal location for a commercial park
or a start up company location. Located
on the only state hwy in the immediate
area. Between two municipalities.
Great investment potential. Additional
acreage available. $2,943,000 Bobby
Norris 817-291-0759. Hayden Outdoors,
The Brand That Sells the Land. www.
HaydenOutdoors.com

777 CHAROLAIS RANCH - Bulls for
sale. Large selection of Commander
bloodline. Also large round hay bales for
sale. Call Jim Lemons 580-276-8052 or
Bud Lemons 580-276-7534. 01-03p

HALLETTSVILLE OLIVE GROVE
- Lavaca County, TX. $1,000,000.
78.79 acres. Stacy Mueller 512-
757-3566. Hayden Outdoors. www.
HaydenOutdoors.com..

I BUY- Horses, ponies, sheep, cattle,
goats. All classes of livestock. Flat beds
and semi trailers. Also guns. 940-224-
1470. Call or text. I pay cash. 02-05p

REAL ESTATE

ESTATE BUY OUT - Quick cash for
real estate, antiques, equipment and
livestock. We pay closing cost. Call Josh
Swint at 940-841-0180 or Sue Swint at
940-841-2328. 01-06¢

FORT WORTH, TX- One-of-a-kind
property close to Fort Worth! 6.69-acre
horse property with spacious open
floor plan with indoor grill and second
kitchen. Beautiful views from porches,
patios with stone walkways and gazebo
to watch the sunset and wildlife. Fenced
paddocks with sheds, auto waters. 60-foot
round pen. Great barn with metal roof,
water and electricity, large tack room
with office space. covered trailer parking.
Well with booster pumps and auxiliary
tank. Custom gates. This property is
one of a kind, book your showing today!!
Motivated seller! $960,000. Bobby Norris
817-291-0759. Hayden Outdoors, The
Brand That Sells the Land. www.
HaydenOutdoors.com

WWLW“.NTFR'ONTHQ‘ETCO'M_I

CROCKETT RANCH - 354 +/- Acres,
Bowie, Texas. Premier horse & hunting
facility. 7,280 +/- sqft custom home w/
outdoor entertaining spaces, covered
arena w/stalls, apartment & office. Guest
home, covered round pen, loafing sheds,
shop, cattle working pens, dog kennels,
lake stocked with trophy bass, located on
the Chisholm Trail and one of the highest
elevation points in Montague County.
Listing price $5,700,000. Van Baize 940-
366-3407. BufordResources.com

RINGGOLD, TX - 95.5 +/- acres.
$955,000. $10,000/ac. For more
information call Van Baize 940-366-
3407. www.bufordresources.com.

REIS FARM - Located 2.5 miles north
of Electra, at the NE corner of Old
Lake Road and Brosch Road. The
house consists of 2,045 sf, brick, built
in 2001, 3 bedrooms, 2 bath, 2 car
garage, total electric, chain link fenced
backyard, storm closet in master bath,
new roof installed in 2015, 24’ x 36’
metal workshop built in 2009. There is
85 acres of cultivation, native pasture
both wooded and open, level to sloping
terrain, seasonal creek, stock pond, no oil
production. $595,000. Turner Country
Properties. Call 940-636-7039.

KR RANCH ESTATES - Splendid
location only three miles from beautiful
downtown Nocona. The KR Ranch
Estates located east of Nocona is the
desired area to build your brand new
home! On the property you will see a new
pipe entrance installed and perimeter
barbing fencing. This tract has been
cleared of overgrowth and is ready for a
new build. Red River Realty, 301 W. Hwy
82, Nocona, TX. 940-825-7000. www.
redriver-realty.com

233 CHUCKWAGON TRAIL - Tarrant
County, TX. 6.69 acres. $9,600,000.
Bobby Norris 817-291-0759. Hayden
Outdoors. www.HaydenOutdoors.
com.

SERVICES

AL SALINAS FENCING - All types
of fencing, braces, gates, cattle guards,
livestock shelters, carports, pre-made
braces, Apollo gate openers. 940-577-

0878. alsalinasfencing.com. 03c

COWBOY TACK SHOP - “We love dirty
hats!” Headwear and Horsewear. Custom
hats & Hat renovation. Huskey Hat
Company, 1225 E. Scott Ave., Wichita
Falls. 940-767-2071. huskeyhat@aol.
com.

YOUR AD COULD GO HERE-Call
Kathy at 940-872-2076 today!
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PARTING SHOT

“Are Y’all Primitive Camping Out Here?”

By Jelly Cocanougher

With a discouraging and worrisome look, the park rangers moved along, back towards the trailhead entrance. We must have had
Texan written across our faces, headstrong and willing to make our own decisions when faced. They were worried we would get lost as
night fell to the base of the mountains.

But we were used to hiking in the night, where the trail is ours and the moon is our light. It’s too hot in Texas to hike during the day,
leaving us to become nocturnal most evenings.

The most charming and surreal moments are when everyone returns to their vehicles and you’re in the wilderness alone.#;
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A COMPLETE LINE OF QUALITY FEEDS

ryant

rain Company, Inc.
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Find a dealer near you, www.bryantgrain com
: - rJ =J
w w ARCHER PARKER WICHITA
Holliday Feed Aledo Feed & Supply Berend Brothers
= Horseman'’s Supply The Feed & Garden Store
H CLAY Pilgrim Farm & Ranch
l 4-Corners Grocery & Station Rhodes & Sons Hay & Feed WISE
< COOKE NRS-SpHDgEGNN] NRS-Decatur
Smith Feed Store Teskey’s NRS-Bridgeport
_ hded .00
= Krum Farm & Feed Supply TARRANT
Ponder Feed Alejandro Feed Store YOUNG
= Johnson Feed -Louisville Meza & Sons JEN Feed & Seed
Pilot Point Feed Jimenez Western Wear Berend Brothers
_ Discount Feed & More
z JACK Handley Feed Store
= H Brand Feed Crossroads Drive-In
: = Red Barn Feed
MONTAGUE Turkey Mountain _ P
= Berend Brothers Marshall Grain @ """ m
z c Saint Jo Farm & Ranch PERFORMANGE MONERALS & 4
Diomaond V

300 N Front St. « Aledo, TX 76008 - 800-441-9782 - info@bryantgrain.com

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM
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s E HAYDEN@ OUTDOORS

S m-_:g"f FARM, RANCH & RECREATIONAL REAL ESTATE

B Ellis County, TX
- $7,500,000 | 503 Acres®
Bobby Bowden 817.694.6551

ok

Van Road Gun Range 5to 30 Acres Red Wing Dove
HARRIS COUNTY, TX TBD Turner Rd Winery & Vineyard

$4,200,000 | 109.58 ACRES ARCHER COUNTY, TX HAMILTON COUNTY, TX
Stacy Mueller 512.757.3566 $2,943,000 | 30 ACRES $2,500,000 | 79.61 ACRES

Bobby Norris 817.291.0759 Ashley Adams 254.688.0087

Hallettsville Olive Grove Roberson Ranch 233 Chuckwagon Trail
LAVACA COUNTY, TX PARKER COUNTY, TX TARRANT COUNTY, TX
$1,000,000 | 78.79 ACRES $1,899,000 | 55 ACRES $960,000 | 6.69 ACRES

Stacy Mueller 512.757.3566 Gabe Webster 817.204.3452 Bobby Norris 817.291.0759

866.741.8323 | www.HaydenOutdoors.com


www.haydenoutdoors.com

