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LAND SPECIALIST

.. Bobby Norris

© Regional Director/Agent, Licensed in TX

= Bobby@HaydenOutdoors.com
B 817.291.0759

The ranchingindustry has always been a part of Bobby Norris’ life. Bornand raised on a large ranch in Colorado
Springs, Bobby brought his own equine operation to Texas in 1982. He currently trains cutting horses at his
ranch in Mineral Wells, Texas.

Bobby's affiliations include: Member, National Cowboy Hall
of Fame; Trustee, Pro Rodeo Hall of Fame; Past president,
Rocky Mountain Quarter Horse Youth Association; Past
president, American Junior Quarter Horse Association;
Past president American Cutting Horse Association (three
terms); Board Member, National Cutting Horse Association;
Member, National Cattlemen’s Beef Association; Founder,
Roundup for Autism; Nominee, Texas Cowboy Hall of Fame,
2013; Honorary member, Cowboy artists of America;
Executive Committee and Board of Directors, National
Cowboy Hall of Fame in Oklahoma City.

With a lifetime background in the Farming and Ranching
industry, significant contacts all over the United States, and
several World Championships in the equine world, Bobby
is well-suited to help with all of your farm and ranch real
estate needs.

Whether itis 5 acres, or 5,000 acres plus, Bobby can help you
market or find the perfect farm/ranch property.

D) THE BRAND THAT SELLS THE %ﬁ//Zﬂ/

HAYDEN NS G (@) (5
OUTDOORS. HO@®m®

REAL ESTATE 866.741.8323 - www.HaydenOutdoors.com
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TURNER COUNTRY
PROPERTIES

FARM « RANCH « LAND

TURNERCOUNTRYPROPERTIES.CONM
STEPHEN TURNER, Listing Agent
940-636-7039

Stephen@urnercountryproperties.com

7,085.56 ACRES | WICHITA & WILB

ARGER COUNTIES °

e

SWANSON RANCH $1,895/Ac
Located south of Electra and west of Wichita Falls. This is an outstanding large
combination ranch with unbelievable hunting. It's entire south and most of the
west boundaries adjoin the famous 550k acre Waggoner Ranch. The land is
diverse with level to rolling mesquite pasture, large plateaus and ridges with
deep ravines, heavily wooded bottom land with Short and Long Creek traversing
the ranch and 970 acres of tillable farmland. It has great access with frontage 3
sides. Great interior road system, several cattle working pens, numerous ponds.
Equipment and cattle are negotiable.

23.078 ACRES | MONTAGUE COUNTY

-

POLK ESTATES

$12,300/Ac
Nice homesite minutes from Bowie. Located at the dead end of a private gravel
road with additional frontage on FM 1816, This tract is open grass pasture with
a pond, livestock barn, corrals, water well and electricity. The terrain is level to
sloping east with the high point being along the private road frontage. Electricity
is available. Light Deed Restrictions apply.

29 ACRES | JACK COUNTY

PROSPECT $8,900/Ac
Nice piece of land located in the north central portion of Jack County near Post
Oak. The land heavily wooded, primarily being oaks with scattered mesquite.
The topography is level to sloping south east. The highest elevated point is along
the road frontage. This area offers a great build sites with spectacular views.
Electricity and well water is available.

121 ACRES + HOUSE | WICHITA COUNTY f

e NEW LISTING

REIS FARM $675,000
Located 2.5 miles north of Electra, at the NE corner of Old Lake Road and Brosch
Road. The house consists of 2,045 sf, brick, built in 2001, 3 bedrooms, 2 bath, 2
car garage, total electric, chain link fenced backyard, storm closet in master bath,
new roof installed in 2015, 24’ x 36" metal workshop built in 2009. There is 85 acres

of cultivation, balance being native pasture both wooded and open, level to sloping
terrain, seasonal creek, stock pond, no oil production.

4S RANCH $2,213,148
This is a diverse property improved with a Barndominium. It is located 3.5 miles
east of Sunset in Montague County. The land has approximately 60 acres of
cultivation with the balance being heavily wooded. Topography is level to rolling
offering impressive views. There are 3 stock ponds, Couch Branch Creek extends
through the property, interior cross fencing, pens, loafing shed with tack room.
The Barndominium consist of 1,600/sf, built in 2015, 2 bedrooms, 2 baths with
an attached carport. The potential uses for this property are endless. Jon Moss
Listing Agent- 940-867-6743

TURNER COUNTRY PROPERTIES

AVAILABLE LISTINGS
Polk Tracts — 13 Acres — Montague Co - $14,700/Acre
Maag Ranch — 19.45 Acres — Archer Co - $8,454/Acre
Chumley Lots — 4.3 Acres - Clay Co - $45,000
Post Oak — 29 Acres — Jack Co - $9,500/Ac
Bailey Ranch — 160 Acres — Wichita Co - $2,500/Acre
Springs Ranch — 401 Acres — Clay Co - $3,295/Ac
Hoge Ranch — 75 Acres — Wichita Co - $4,250/Ac
Hwy 258 Tract — 44 Acres — Wichita Co - $4,750/Ac

MORE DETAILS AVAILABLE AT
URNERCOUNTRYPROPERTIES.CO


www.turnercountryproperties.com
www.turnercountryproperties.com

ExpressiSc e e
- AW Services - SN

Specializing in Livestock and Truck Scales Enriched Nutrition for Horses

Supports feed utilization

Supports joint lubrication

Helps support hoof condition
Supports anti-inflammatory propermes
Maintains shiny hair coat

Supports stamina & energy

Phone: 806-655-3033

325-554-7434 —ee
Cell:  806-683-4613 Legal for Trade *
Fax: 806-655-7091 Mobile and Stationary Scales =
steve@expressscale.com Durable Construction ®
www.expressscale.com 12 ft. - 22 ft. length available »

Bayou Creek Ranch

4th ANNUAL PRODUCTION,SALE
Thursday, October 6,2022

One O'Clock in Jacksbore, TX

Only the Best!

100+ age advantage Red Angus bulls developed to thrive in the toughest environments!

Bayou Creek Ranch

Ranch Manager PO Box 395 | Jacksboro, TX 76458 ( . ;
Jeff Lewis (940) 229-1465 Join our mailing list today! 3 N \() \ \I I()_;\

. jeff@bayoucreekranch.com BAYOUCREEKRANCH.COM INNOVATIONAGMARKETING.COM
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www.expressscale.com
www.bayoucreekranch.com
www.mpmhorsefeed.com
www.innovationagmarketing.com
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On the cover is Ginger . ‘ \
Duke, lead performer for
“The Dynamite Dames,”
as well as a professional
trick rider, roman rider
and liberty horse trainer.
(Photo courtesy Tricia
Butler Photography)

PROFESSIONAT

€ -]
4G5 TRICK RIDER - ¢ -

letter from the editor

Hello
readers, and
welcome to
the August
issue of North
Texas Farm
& Ranch
magazine.

We enter the
hottest part -
of a Texas
summer and
yearn for
the cooler
temperatures to come sweeping through. As I write this, it is still
mid-July. I know as this issue reaches your hands, the air will still
be heavy with the summer heat, but I do pray some rain has made
its way to our area. The last two years have been hard enough on our
farmers and ranchers, but with the added drought, many are facing
tough decisions - such as the selling of their livestock - as the sun
continues to beat down on dry ground and wildfires become rampant
across the area. However, it brings to mind the quote from Robert
H. Schuller, “Tough times never last, but tough people do.” And
there’s no one tougher than the backbone of our country - those in
agriculture.

This month’s profile is the definition of tough. Ginger Duke, lead
performer for “The Dynamite Dames,” leaves audiences breathless
with her adrenaline-packed trick riding routines. Despite a near-death
experience four years ago that resulted in doctors telling her she
would never ride again, she continues to perform as a professional
trick rider, roman rider and liberty horse trainer.

Our contributors are also full of educational and inspiring content
for your summer reading. If you have any stories you would like to
see in NTFR, I would love to hear from you. Email editor @ntfronline.
com.

To subscribe by mail call 940-872-5922. Make sure to like our
Facebook page and follow us on Instagram and Twitter. Wishing
you all a very happy August!

Pani Blackburn
Dani Blackburn, Editor
editor@ntfronline.com


www.ntfronline.com
www.ntfronline.com
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“Proudly Serving Rural America” @

Built to fit your needs, any size or design.
Call and speak with one of our knowledgeable associates today!
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EXCLUSIVE DISbOUNTS FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

» Farmall® compact Farmall V and N series » Vestrum® series
Aand C series Round balers and e Maxxum® series
« Farmall utility small square balers « Large square balers

$ A Cand U seriesl » Disc mower conditioners $ « Self-propelled
* Farmall 100A series « Sickle mower conditioners windrowers

For more information visit [caseih.con] or contact your local Case IH dealer.

* Offer available through December 31, 2022. This offer may be combinad with other offers, but is not valid on prior purchases. A valid Farm Bureau™ Membership Certificate is required, which may be obtained atjwww.Ib.org/about/joi
See your partacipating Case IH dealer for details and eligibility requirements. Not available in all states. Ofer subject to change or cancellation without notice.
FARM BUREAU, the letters FB, the FB National Logo, and the State Farm Bureau Logo sre service marks of the American Farm Bureau Federation used under license by Case IH
Al rights reserved. Case IH is a trademark registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.Y., its subsidiaries nrw

HENDERSHOT WWW.HENDERSHOTEQUIPMENT.COM CASE i

Equipment AGRICULTURE
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www.usabarn.com
www.ntfronline.com
www.caseih.com
www.fb.org/about/join
www.affiliates.www.caseih.com
www.hendershotequipment.com

www.bowieindustries.comL

Figcther’'s -

GERMAN SAUSAGE, HAM, BACON, GROCERIES

TURN NORTH AT RED LIGHT

Old World
Meat Products

* 30 Varieties
of Sausage
* Cheeses
* Custom Cut Meats
* Federal Inspected BOWIE PUMPS
Processing TR D T

FEATURING:
Bowie Rubber Gear

304 N. Main, Muenster | (Ii'w y \‘ /i » -
(940) 759-4211 /"/‘fr g e <:’ "*’F |

Mon-Sat 6 am - 7 pm ® Wholesale/Retail e 0 | Ol P )

EXTREMELY
www.fischersmeatmarket.com BUILT 'STRONG, BUILT TO LAST

CusTOM CATTLEWORKING FACILITY
PERMANENT PENS & CORRALS

BUILT OF PIPE AND SUCKER RODS AT YOUR RANCH

ivestock bt

WE CAN DESIGN TO SUIT YOUR NEEDS.

- CALL TODAY FOR PRICING
qUIp me nt 137 Jerry Walker Rd. 116 CR 811 New Location

Bowie, Texas 76230 | Teague, Texas 75680 Fredericksburg, TX
940-872-3093 903-388-2118 830-998-8955
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www.fischersmeatmarket.com
www.morganlivestockequip.com
www.bowieindustries.com

SOCIALIZING =

FACEBOOK WALL

@ North Texas Farm & Ranch

READ MORE: Ask anyone in the ranching business, or in agriculture in general, and they will tell
you that they spend every day doing what they love. That is usually followed by quips such as,
“You have to love it ‘cause you aren‘t in it for the easy hours,” or, “It's definitely because | love it.

[t's sure not because I'm getting rich at it.” The list could continue for the rest of the page. READ
MORE:

TWITTER FEED

NTFR Magazine
Engelmann sy grows from &

. READ MORE

: f North Texas

JOIN IN THE CONVERSATION ONLINE!

NIVER Gl com

Feel free to drop us a line at
) editor@ntfronline.com or share your comments
f on our social media pages. You might even g8

¢

see your name in the next issue!

WWW. NTFRONLINE.COM

August.13

GRAND ENTRY'11 AM

Payupbyl0 am %
Mutton Bustin: $50 6&U
Limit 30 = Chute Draw
Calves: $60 7-9 e
Steers: $70 10-14

Jr Bulls: $80 15-17
Open Bullls: $100

Buckles to
Winners of

Each Division Snow Cones

Text entries start Aug 1
Katie 940—200—_1103 Jennifer 903-330-6261

Denton County Cowboy Church and Arena
400 Robinson Rd - Ponder, TX

AUGUST 2022 |9



http://ntfronline.com/2022/07/is-freedom-really-free
www.ntfronline.com
www.ntfronline.com/2022/07/grazin
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WP FARM & RANCH

PMEANWHILE BACK AT THE RANCHY™

While we associate August
with plenty of hot weather, now
is really the time to think cool, as
in cool season pastures, while at
the same time knowing that suc-
cessfully farming and growing
pastures and crops outdoors is at
the mercy of the weather.

What to do is the question on
everyone’s mind when it comes
to feed, fuel, fertilizer and all the
other expenses associated with
ranching. While our bottom line
has not increased proportionally to
the costs associated with running
cattle, there are still necessary re-
quirements with the one at the top
of the list being forage followed
closely by feed, which in many
cases are one and the same if cool
season pastures are utilized.

What is the biggest factor, other
than rain, that determines whether
we have both fall and spring graz-
ing from our fall planted forages?
If you guessed sunlight, I think
you are right. Whether you are
broadcasting or planting no-till,
there will be very limited growth
in the fall if the grass you are
putting them in has much height
at all. Legumes, ryegrass and
cereal grains do not grow much
in the shade, although they will
germinate and not start growing
until the grass they are planted in
freezes, thus allowing sunlight in
as it becomes desiccated.

How do we reduce the shading
effect? There are several ways
to do this with grazing being the
beginning. Keep the grass grazed
off as short as possible before
planting, then leave the cattle on
the seeded pasture until it rains.
The next best thing in addition
to the grazing, and in the case
of Bermuda grass pastures, is to
run a disc, with the disc running
as straight as possible, over the
pasture being planted immediately

10 | AUGUST 2022

By Rayford Pullen | rcpullen@yahoo.com

prior to or after planting. When
done together, this will usually
double your fall forage produc-
tion. Running the disc over the
pasture twice is even better. One
thing to consider and remember
when discing, is our main objec-
tive is to set the Bermuda back by
cutting the roots so that when it
does rain, and the Bermuda begins
to grow, it will take it longer to
shade over the newly germinat-
ing plants resulting in them being
able to grow more quickly. Also,
if you have plowed a Bermuda
grass pasture before, if you turn
up much soil, it will make your
pastures rough.

When you plant is determined
by your location as it relates to
geography. In North Texas, we

are looking at mid-September
while further south, army worm
consideration becomes a factor
with mid-October being the start
time. Either way, we prefer to
have the plants up and growing as
soon as possible in the fall to take
advantage of the extra day length
and milder temperatures before
winter actually arrives.

If you have plowed ground
where you can plant, we like to
run a disc over the ground to
eliminate as much vegetation as
possible and work the ground a
few inches deep. We will then
run a soil packer over the ground
before we broadcast our seed and
fertilizer. In our case, this usually
results in the ryegrass being ready
to graze three weeks earlier when

it 4
%‘. e

compared to packing after we
plant and six weeks quicker than
if we do not pack at all.

We plan to have two to three
tons of forage available for our
cattle at a cost of approximately
$50 per ton or less. When com-
pared to hay or sacked feed, this
is extremely cost effective and
ultimately helps keep our cost of
doing business down.

How you plant is just as impor-
tant as what you plant and how it
all relates to the best utilization
of the fertilizer and return on our
planting costs. For more informa-
tion, you can visit www.pullenan-
and click on Marshall
ryegrass. Pray for rain while you
are at it. It is a wonderful time to
be in the cattle business.47;

®NTFR
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o CAPITAL

_. CREDIT

“old & new

As a local cooperative, we share our profits with the Texans we serve. Since 2006,
we've returned $2.2 billion in combined cash and allocated equities to our members
through our cooperative returns program. So, when you're ready to purchase that

perfect piece of land, try a partnership that really pays. Together we're better.

BOWIE 940.872.3150
@‘ NMLS493828 | capitalfarmcredit.com



www.capitalfarmcredit.com
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Storage Containers Inc.

STORAGE CONTAINERS
FOR SALE OR LEASE
Locally Family Owned New & Used

Many to

Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. | Sat. 9 a.m. - noon ~F :
Toxomn's Lurgest Inventory #1 CrossiCalvesiiniEeeding Industry

809 FM 369 N. | I Park, TX
940-855-7822 ||m.|w:t::saga:torage.cog m m O 940 841 0180

=4 PURINA

WIND:ZRAIN

CATTLE MINERAL

""-?-._""‘"-—--..“'--..__""‘-———.

'm &P
P gl g et
.} Sy 7.14

All Season Complete
Cattle Minerals with
Altosid for Fly Control

QDUCTS, SERv,
PROPTEST. 1939

Bowie
Windthorst

Wichita Falls g
Olney EQUITUb

with ClariFly
Megargel A Self-Fed Horse Supplement
for Consistent Nutrition and
www.Berendbros.com Seasonal Fly Control
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www.watersagstorage.com
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FARM & RANCH *

Everyone is getting their hay wrapped up and it’ll
be time for fall works.®
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PHOTO BY TRESSA LAWRENDE

Although it is early and many producers are still getting their own hay off of their fields, those
on the hunt for affordable hay are appearing to not have much luck. Spring rains edged many coun-
ties just outside of the bounds of being declared a drought county, meaning any federal assistance
that many farmers and ranchers in Wyoming have been relying on to help with the drastically
increasing cost of hay is not available.({;
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AND SUPPLIES
23/827/831/241/2¢51/27
DoME CAPS & SPRINGS
SQUARE & RECTANGLE TUBING
ALL TYPES OF STEEL 2 YEAR LIFETIME | 5 YEAR

SYSTEM BALE ARM STRUCTURAL
WARRANTY WARRANTY WARRANTY

Equipment must perform at full capacity under adverse

SpooLs oF CABLE
ANY LENGTHS FOR FENCING thase tough conditions and equips your 3/4 ton or larger

RounD BALE RINGS - FEED TROUGHS truck for a wide range of farm and ranch jobs.
CATTLE GUARDS - CREEP FEEDERS .

TRAILER PARTS & SUPPLIES - NEW SUCKER Robs We offer a full line of
ranch management accessories.

FLUSCHE ENTERPRISES INC.

Flusche Enterprises
Muenster, TX - 940-759-2203

conditions. Our Hydra Bed systerm meets and exceeds

940-759-2203 - SINCE 1942 - MUENSTER. TEXAS
FEl@ NTIN.NET - FLUSCHEENTERPRISES .COM]

THE TRACTOR

OTHER TRACTORS WANT TO BE

When you set the industry standard for efficiency, that's just what happens. An average of just 8.2gph of fuel
consumption with our Fendt® iD low engine speed concepi—allowing the Fendt 200 Gené Series fo run at
very low engine RPMs and very high forque levels. And it's backed by three-year Gold Star Customer Care,
including all scheduled maintenance and a loaner guarantee. With all that, it's hard not to get a little jealous.

LIVINGSTON

MACHINERY COMPANY

POWERED BY AG lDI.IIl'!OII! GROUP

E=m "r LIVINGSTONMACHINERY.COM
FEND T (800) 659-1639

CHICKASHA, OK | FAIRVIEW, OK | DALHART, TX | MULESHOE, TX | LUBBOCK, TX | LIBERAL, KS
4

OPENING 500}

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM AUGUST 2022 |15


www.fluscheenterprises.com
www.ntfronline.com
www.livingstonmachinery.com

COUNTRY, HORSE, AND ACREAGE
PROPERTIES FOR SALE

BARNDOMINIUM ON 2 ACRES

New constructlon on 2 acres in a nice area south of

Whitesboro and minutes to Hwy 377. The attractive

barndominium design offers 2,100sf of interior living

space, a large partial wrap around porch, and a 1,200

square foot insulated garage. Early July completion.
232 Stiles Rd, Whitesboro TX | $589,900

160 ACRES OF AG/HUNTING LAND
TR

Ideal for hunting, grazing, residential, or recreation, with

easy access to Us 287. Offers a good balance of trees,

pasture, and two ponds, providing an excellent habitat

for wildlife, including whitetail, mule deer, & turkey.

County road on 4 sides. Rural water & electric available.
County Rd Bb, Childress TX | $416,000

13.67 ACRES WITH TREES

TWO 10-ACRE TRACTS IN AUBREY

This choice tract is the perfect setting for a custom
home on acreage. With about 3 acres of pasture at the
front along Cr217, it has a gentle elevation rise into
approximately 10 acres of oaks and other trees, making

this an ideal property if you want character and privacy.

County Road 217, Collinsville TX | $519,460

DUTCH:CHERYL
TEXASLIVING

i
. ACREAGE PROPERTIES

Direct and Text (940) 391-9092 | Email: info@texasliving.com

Located in Aubrey, these pretty 10-acre tracts offer a
good balance of pasture and trees and are an ideal
setting for building a single-family residence with
beautiful home sites and plenty of room to roam,
whether it’s for privacy, pets, or livestock.

Grubbs Rd., Aubrey TX | $69,000 per Acre

] SEE MORE DETAILS AND OTHER PROPERTIES AT WWW.TEXASLIVING.COM

KELLERWILLIAM

m dutchandcherylrealtors
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Many folks, including myself,
had predicted last year that the
increase in land pricing would
likely continue in 2022 barring a
catastrophic event. Well, that event
is here and is called inflation.

What will that do to land prices
for us? Of course no one really
knows, but here are some things to
consider:

According to the Texas Real
Estate Center at Texas A&M, we
saw a 19.52 percent decrease in land
prices in 1975 when we had the oil
crises and inflation. We saw a 13.59
percent decrease in 1989 during the
recession led by Iraq invading Ku-
wait. There seems to be a common
thread of fuel prices, inflation, and
land prices. However, what we had
in 1975 and 1989 was the fact that
so much of Texas land had a high-
est and best use of agriculture, but
today, practically none of our North
Texas land has a highest and best
use of agriculture simply because
the price is too high. Developers and
end users looking for land will pay
$15,000 an acre in a heartbeat, but
there is no way to make a living on
that price of land with agriculture.

No one knows for sure what will
happen, but I think it is safe to say
that people are going to continue to
immigrate to North Texas in droves,
and this demand will likely keep
land prices high. Will it go down
some? It might. Will it stay where
it is? It might. Will it go up again
sometime in the near future? Yes. I
would say that if you are thinking
of selling in the next three to four
years, you might be at the top of the
rise right now.{,
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DENTON COUNTY

$/ACRE

$115,625.00
$115,625.00

COOKE COUNTY

$/ACRE
$16, 721
$22, 500
$36, 273
524, 664
$11,119
$18,500.00
$19,900.00
$12,586.00
$8,188.00
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Bovine Papillomavirus (Cattle Warts)

By Barry Whitworth, DVM

Bovine warts are the ire of cattle
producers. These unsightly masses
typically appear on the head, neck
and body of the animals. Although
these masses are usually more of a
cosmetic issue than a medical con-
cern, they can cause problems for
producers. Warts reduce the value
of animals through loss in sales,
reduced weight gain and loss of
milk production. The warts also
create havoc with cattle exhibitors
since cattle shows bar any animals
with contagious conditions from
entering the show ring.

Cattle warts are caused by the
bovine papillomavirus which is a
member of the Papillomaviridae
family. BPV is found throughout
the world wherever cattle are pres-
ent. Several different genotypes of
BPV have been found.

Most of the genotypes are
species specific which means
cattle warts are not contagious
to other species like humans. A
few exceptions have been found.
For example, BPV can infect
horses resulting in equine sarcoid
tumors.

Transmission of the virus oc-
curs when the virus enters the skin
through some type of abrasion or
wound. This can be accomplished
through direct contact between
animals. It can also be spread by
contact with objects contaminated
with the virus. Some research
indicates the possibility of insect
transmission.

While some cattle are infected
with BPV and never display any
clinical signs of the disease, those
that do show clinical signs are
usually found in cattle less than
two years of age. BPV is associ-
ated with cutaneous papillomas or
fibropapillomas. A papilloma is
a lobulated benign tumor arising
from the skin. A fibropapilloma
is a papilloma containing a large
amount of fibrous tissue. Typi-
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While some cattle are infected with BPV and never display any clinical signs of the disease, those that do

'

show clinical signs are usually found in cattle less than two years of age. (Courtesy photo)

cally, the warts have a cauliflower
appearance or are round, hairless,
raised areas on the skin. The skin
tumors can be found all over the
body. If warts are found in certain
areas such as the prepuce, penis,
vaginal area, or teats, problems
with reproduction, milking or
bleeding may occur. Secondary
bacterial infections can also be a
problem in cattle with warts. Tu-
mors associated with BPV involv-
ing the gastrointestinal tract have
been found in cattle. The masses
are found on the mouth, tongue,
esophagus, and digestive tract.
The tumors are normally benign
unless the animal is immuno-
compromised. In other countries,
BPV has been associated with
bladder cancer. These cattle typi-
cally consume large amounts of
bracken fern, are immunocompro-
mised and are infected with BPV.
Bracken fern is not typically eaten
by cattle in the United States.
Following an immune response,
most warts spontaneously regress
in a few months. However, due
to their unsightly nature, many
cattle producers want to get rid of

the warts as fast as possible. This
has led to a variety of treatments.
Practices such as feeding cattle the
crushed pieces of the wart, pinch-
ing off the warts and applying dif-
ferent types of topical treatments
have been tried.

Unfortunately, very few if any
of the above-mentioned treatments
have been scientifically studied,
so recommendations are based on
experience and opinions. Cattle
producers should consult with
their veterinarian for the best treat-
ment options.

Prevention of warts requires
producers to follow biosecurity
protocols. Never introduce an ani-
mal with warts to the herd.

If any animal in the herd de-
velops warts, the animal should be
isolated and returned to the herd
only after it is completely healed.
Also, keep all areas of the ranch
clean. Especially, sanitize areas
where cattle have contact such
as feed bunks, water troughs, and
places where cattle might rub or
scratch.

Commercial vaccines are avail-
able. Vaccine failure may occur if

the strains of the virus in the vac-
cine do not match the strain caus-
ing the infection. To avoid this
issue, cattle producers may want
to have a vaccine developed by a
laboratory with a specific strain.
This can be accomplished with the
help of a veterinarian.

Fortunately, if producers are
patient, warts will spontaneously
regress in time. If producers can-
not wait, they should consult with
their veterinarian for the best treat-
ment options.

For those producers that have
problems with warts every year, a
vaccine should be considered. If
producers would like more infor-
mation on bovine papillomavirus,
they should consult with their vet-
erinarian and/or Oklahoma State
University Cooperative Extension
County Agriculture Educator.
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Diamond W Corrals has unveiled Made in Billion, Wisconsin « WWW.gravely.com
Cow-Calf Corrals with Expanders

Sold separately Patent Pending

With an expansive 2,003-square feet of extra working space,
the Cow-Calf Corral Expander consists of a 40-foot panel with
an additional six panels—three on each end. The unit can be
used alone or as an addition to expand an existing setup. The
46-foot unit weighs 4,840 pounds and is transported on four

11L 15 implement tires while the panels roll on two 13-inch

tires and four 10-inch casters. The two 4-foot walk-through
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FARM & RANCH *

Freedom an’ Whisky

I usually spend most of my
summers down here in the can-
yons picking wild plums and
making jelly. Due to this pain in
the rear drought we are having,
grass is short, and the plums didn’t
make.

I’m having to resort to learning
how to make mesquite bean jelly.
The mesquites are plentiful in the
canyon.

While they are good to barbe-
cue on, they are a huge nuisance.
They suck up large amounts of
water, which we no longer have
an unlimited supply of, so there’s
that.

I have had a hate relationship
going on with the mesquite tree
for years, so this is a downright
insult for me.

However, the longing I have
to be outdoors, harvesting some-
thing wild and making it into a
new creation, far outweighs the
insulting blow my ego has to take,
from lowering myself to picking
mesquite beans. That is just who
we are, isn’t it?

Ranch folk are always resorting
to plan B, aren’t we?  may not like
picking mesquite beans, and they
are certainly not the red jewel of
the canyon the wild plums are, but
it is what we have this year, and
I’1l just have to make do because
it’s going to be a stretch to drive
anywhere, with fuel like it is.

I’'m just glad Woodrow has a
good string of young horses com-
ing up, because we are about to
have to park “Big Red,” my gas
hog of a Chevrolet, indefinitely.

However, those darn mesquite
trees have a bumper crop of beans
on them despite this drought. I'm
thinking about trying to cross them
with a plum bush, or boiling them
down and seeing if “Big Red”
will run off of them. I sure wish it
would rain.

Love always, Nikolyn.{,

WWW . NTFRONLINE.COM

By Nikolyn Williams

Due to the drought, grass is short and the plums didn’t make. (Photo courtesy Metro Creative)
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What Will Develop for the 2022 Rodeo Season?

By Phillip Kitts

Will the rodeo season of 2022
stand up to the thrilling finishes
we saw in 20217

The truth is it is really hard to
tell how the 2022 season will play
out. There are so many variables
that can drastically change the
season. Things like injuries, a bad
run, or just bad luck, can truly
shake up the standings

As we roll over halfway
through the year and with only a
couple months left in the season
the stories of the year are truly
coming to the surface.

We will use this time to break-
down who currently is looking to
make a big impact in each event.

There is not a whole lot of
surprise in bareback. Jesse Pope
has continued to make a state-
ment. With two average wins in
two years at the Wrangler Na-
tional Finals Rodeo, not many are
surprised to see Pope leading the
bareback standings by a signifi-
cant amount.

The rest of the top three are also
not much of a surprise. Clayton
Biglow and Cole Reiner are both
proven athletes but they have a
steep hill to climb in order to catch
Pope. One name not talked about
here who very well could have an
impact is Rocker Steiner. He has
continued to make a statement
even with battling an early season
injury.

Steer wrestling is another event
without surprise, Hunter Cure
continues his charge to the top. In
this event the margin is much less
significant. Tyler Waguespack
and Tristan Martin are both in
striking distance and will, without
adoubt, have a say in how the end
of the season plays out.

Tie Down roping has a new
name at the top of the list but not a
name new to winning. John Douch
made his first NFR last year and
has carried the momentum into
2022. The fact is Douch’s lead is
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It is really hard to tell how the 2022 season will play out. There are so
many variables that can drastically change the season.
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There is just so much that may happen in the coming months but one
thing is for sure. When the 2022 rodeo season closes out it will be
exciting. (Photos courtesy Phillip Kitts, Avid Visual Imagery Rodeo

Photography)
not one that he can sit back on his
laurels, both Shad Mayfield and
Marty Yates are not far behind and
will put the pressure on.

In breakaway a new, but not

unknown, group is making a push
toward a big year. Erin Johnson
sits on top while Kelsie Domer and
Martha Angelone are both making
their own run for the title.

Saddle bronc is another event
where the names leading are not
unfamiliar. Sage Newman sits
on top of the heap while Stetson
Wright and Brody Cress have their
work cut out for them to catch him.
There are some notable names not
being represented but there is no
question that as the year gets later
this list will most likely shuffle.

With all of the activity in team
roping this is the one event that
currently has very little surprise,
last year’s world champion team
of Driggers and Nogueira con-
tinues their reign on the top of
the heap.

On the header side Clay Tryan
continues to have a good 2022
while on the heeling side, Jake
Long is doing the same. The one
team that may have a lot to say
this season is the same team that
had a stellar 2021 NFR. Ward
and Hawkins are quietly in strik-
ing distance and very well could
make a big statement by the end
of the year.

Barrel racing standings are
truly a ‘who is who’ in the sport.
Jordan Briggs carries her world
title run into the 2022 season and
sits in first. Not far back the fa-
miliar name of Hailey Kinsel and
Wenda Johnson will undoubtedly
put pressure on the top spot as the
season unfolds.

Bull riding may be the biggest
shocker of the year. With multi-
time world champ Sage Kimzey
out because of injury we could
see a new name claim the title. In
reality the very familiar name of
Stetson Wright looks to hold the
top spot but not far behind him
Josh Frost is positioning himself
at a run for a title.

So there it is, what looks to be
developing for 2022. As stated,
there is just so much that may hap-
pen in the coming months but one
thing is for sure. When the season
closes out it will be exciting.{7;

fNTFR



Have NTFR senttoyour | | 3/ TFH ANNUAL

email each month! 2022 ANTIQUE TRACTOR

NORTH TEXAS FARMP&‘RANCH AND FARM MACHINERY
@N I I{ SAT, & SUN, SEPT. 3RD - SEPT, 4TH
oI g oiid abor Nay Weekend
(zates open at 9 am, - Starts at 11 am.

LShow (Events

Wheat Gy hreshing » Hay (Baling « Small Engine Qisplays

Comn (Grinding in (5rist W » Horse-(Dravwn Equipment
Oractor (sames » (Corn Shelling » Corn (Picking » Steam Gractors

Dractor Races = Old-5yime lIDIowinﬂ . \}(jg{dic Pedal Gyractor Pull
Dractor Parade » Arts & Crafts

wr * 2228 FM 1199
H__' Lindsay, TX
76280

Visit www.ntfronline.com
to sign up for a FREE
online subscription to NTFR

Machinery (lu .

‘@or more information call 9:%0-736-454,5

RUsSTY’S <« WEIGH
SCALES & SERVICE

Prevent shrinkage from not
selling livestock at your
loading point

Invest in portable, reliable
) equipment that will
maximize your returns

Contact us today to order
your set of heavy-duty,
accurate livestock scales

800-666-2802
rustysweigh.com

METTLER TOLEDO

Premier Distributor

WWW . NTFRONLINE.COM AUGUST 2022 | 23


www.ntfronline.com
www.ntfronline.com
www.rustysweigh.com

These days, it can be hard to
find wholesome television shows
that can interest a broad range of
viewers and be appropriate for all
ages at the same time. Enter The
Ultimate Cowboy Showdown, air-
ing on The INSP Network.

Hosted by country music su-
perstar, Trace Adkins, the premise
has top cowboys and cowgirls
from across the country compete
in different challenges each week,
all vying to win $50,000 worth
of cattle, an Arrowquip Q-Catch
Cattle Chute, a Heeler Portable
Corral, a brand new belt buckle,
and of course bragging rights.
Think Survivor, cowboy style.

In Season 3, Coy Melancon
battled it out with 13 other con-
testants to become the Ultimate
Cowboy. Melancon grew up in
Devers, Texas, where he learned
his cowboy ways from Brett Hall
and others.

“The show was something I
wanted to do after I watched the
first season. I knew I could go on
it and be successful,” Melancon
said. “I just applied on Facebook
one night. Then, for the next few
months it was phone calls, Zoom
meetings and training.”

Filming took about three weeks,
and Melancon embodied what a
true cowboy is throughout the pro-
cess. He developed a solid strategy
to survive by quietly scouting
out the competition, working as
a team player and stepping up to
be the leader when necessary. By
doing so, he quickly became the
one to watch for. He also had a
top-notch ranch horse with him
named Big John.

“Big John is an all around
horse,” Melancon said. “He be-
longs to Coby Elliott, owner and
operator of Elliott Cattle Company
in Hull, Texas. You can literally
do anything on him. He’s all mo-
tor when you need it and a great
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Cowboy Coy

By Krista Lucas Wynn

Coy Melancon - Ultimate Cowboy Showdown winner. (Courtesy photo)

listener if you’re checking new
country. He was one of the brok-
est, nicest horses on the show.
I'1l stand toe to toe with any one
of them to prove that. He’ll carry
you to hell and back if you ask
nicely.”

His experience in Wyoming
is one he will not soon forget.
Melancon and his peers stayed at
the Powderhorn Ranch, outside of
Douglas, Wyo., where the compe-
tition was filmed.

“I’ve vacationed in Wyoming
but never worked there. I was
excited to see new country and
the challenge of being out of my
element in the mountains,” he

said. “I feel that helped push me
through to the end. The people
at the Powderhorn are the best
people in Wyoming. They were
down to earth and were servants
of the Lord.”

Navigating his way through
the show presented plenty of
challenges, but Melancon kept up
a hard work ethic even when win-
ning multiple immunity buckles.
Each week, there was a special
challenge where whoever came
out on top was safe from elimina-
tion for the week.

Then, Adkins would pick who
to send home, with help from
judges, professional rodeo cow-

boy Cash Myers, and respected
cattleman and horse trainer Buddy
Schnaufer.

The finale came down to
Melancon and two other cowboys,
Stephen Yellowtail and Jamon
Turner, who finished second and
third respectively. Melancon still
occasionally keeps in touch with
Yellowtail, as well as Sarah Foti
who was sent home during episode
seven.

Melancon became the Ultimate
Cowboy by sticking to what he
knows and the cowboy code. To
keep up with Melancon’s future
endeavors, follow him on Insta-
gram at Coymelancon_. (7;
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TAKING CARE OF OUR CUSTOMERS
FOR OVER 37 YEARS

FOR COMPLETE INVENTORY & INFO VlSlT. MANGUMAUTOSALES.COM

TURBO DIESEL

2019 Ford F-250 4x4, 6.7 V8 turbo
diesel, auto, A/C, tilt, cruise, power windows,
locks & mirrors. #E14546...............549,995

11k Miles

[T~

WORK READY

2018 Chev. 2500 4x4, 6.0 V8 gas, auto,
AJC, tilt, cruise, power windows & locks.
#2T1994.........cconnnnsimmsnssssnsennssnsn Gl For Price

50k Miles

_m; Ji‘ﬁ_j

WORK READY

2018 Ford F-250 4x4, 6.2 V8 gas, auto,
A/C, tilt, cruise, power windows, locks &
mirrors, #C93551............cs.00......Call For Price

"SPEARBED

2014 Ford F-250 4x4, 6.2 gas, auto,
AJC, tilt, cruise, power windows, locks &
mirrors. #B77021.......cernerisennen 526,995

22k Miles

5

-

WORK READY

2021 Ford F-350 4x4, 7.3 v8 gas, auto,
A/C, tilt, cruise, power windows & locks.
#C90138 Call for Price

580-252-0441
4275 N. Hwy 81 « Duncan, OK 73533
M-F 8-6 Sat. by appointment.
Closed Sun.

NEW SPEARBED

2019 Ford F-250 4x4, 6.2 v8 gas,
auto, A/C, power windows & locks, posi
trac. #B35479..........cueeruueeneenn.Calll For Price
—

56k Miles

NEW SPEARBED

2018 Ford F-250 4x4, 6.2 v8 gas,
auto, A/C, tilt, crulse. power windows &
locks. #C07547... .snseCall For Price

|

WORK READY

2017 Chev. 2500 4x4, 6.0 V8 gas auto,
AJC, tilt, cruise, power windows & locks..
B39GB i i P 2y 500

WORK READY
2017 Ford F-250 4x2, 6.2L V8 gas,
auto, A/C, tilt, cruise, power windows &
locks. #E44708.......... ...Call for Price

NEW SPEARBED

2019 Ford F-250 4x4, 6.7 turbo
diesel, auto, A/C, power windows & locks.
#C51551......cccininnnsasinninnnnCall | For Price

NATURAI. GAS

2013 Ford F-250 4x2, 6.2 V8 CNG fuel
system, auto, A/C, tilt, cruise, 4 side-mount
tool boxes. #B82104.............cc0reer...$18,995

67k Miles

WORK READY
2017 Ford F-250 XLT 4x4, 6.0 V8 gas,

auto, AJC, tilt, cruise, power windows, locks
& mirrors #D44007....................Call For Price

22k Miles

LIKE NEW

2019 Ford F-150, v6 twin turbocharge
gas, auto, A/C, tilt, cruise, power windows,
locks & mirrors. #C31705......Call For Price

WORK READY

2018 Chev. 2500 4x4, 6.0 V8 gas, auto,
AJC, tilt, cruise, power windows, locks &
mirrors. #195907............00000.0...Call fOr Price

READY TO WORK
2015 Ford F-250 4x4, 6.2 V8 gas, auto,
A/C, tilt, cruise, power windows & locks.
BABOT25...c..corrcesssnisasssssisiensnnnsee 92 1,995

« Shipping Trucks nationwide

» We equip trucks to fit your needs
» Extended warranty available -
« Finance rates starting at 2.8% (with approved credit)

» We stock flatbeds, haybeds, & bumper replacements
« Cattle sirens and cube feeders in stock

48k Miles

WORK READY

2019 Chev. 2500 4x4 LT, diesel,
auto, AJ/C, tilt, cruise, power windows,
locks & mirrors. #244574....Call For Price

WORK READY
2017 Ford F-250 4x4, 6.2 V8 gas, auto,

A/C, tilt, cruise, power windows, locks &
IR, BE 1300 s $39,995

LIKE NEW

2020 Ford F-250 STX 4x4, 6.2 v8 gas,
auto, A/C, tilt, cruise, power windows, locks
& mirrors. #D20410....................Call For Price

WORK READY

2018 RAM 3500 4X4, 6.7L Diesel,
auto, AJ/C, tilt, cruise, power windows &
locks. #249253 Call for Price

2019 Ford F-250 4x4, 6.7 turbo diesel,
auto, A/C, overload springs, tilt, cruise, power
windows & locks. #E14383..........Call for Price
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Equine Ocular Disease Part 1
Corneal Ulcers

Corneal injuries in horses are a
very common occurrence and ac-
count for many visits to veterinary
practices. These injuries should be
taken very seriously because cor-
neal ulcers can get out of control
very quickly leading to the need of
surgical intervention, hospitaliza-
tion and added expense.

Corneal ulcers are likely some-
thing that every horse owner will
deal with at some point. The
cornea is the clear transparent tis-
sue on the outside of the eye. The
tissue is transparent because it has
no blood vessels or blood supply.
The cornea gets nutrients from the
fluid in the eye and the tears.

The equine cornea is only 1.0
to 1.5mm thick. The definition of
a corneal ulcer is an open sore on
the cornea.

This is when the outermost
layer of the cornea is disrupted
and allows exposure of the other
corneal layers leading to infec-
tion. Corneal ulcers can be caused
by scratches, blunt trauma, lac-
erations, or micro abrasions from
pieces of hay leading to infec-
tion.

Corneal ulcers can also be
created solely by pathogens such
as virus and fungi, but often the
pathogen is allowed into the deep-
er layers of the cornea through
breaks in the glassy smooth out-
ermost epithelial layer of the
cornea. These bacteria and fungi
are everywhere in the environment
and on the horse’s skin.

It is important to note that the
sooner the eye is treated with the
appropriate antibiotic or antifun-
gal the sooner the pathogen will
be destroyed and the eye will
heal. That is why treating even the
smallest corneal injuries sooner
rather than later is recommended
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by veterinarians.

Signs of a Corneal Ulcer
Horses with a corneal ulcer
will display signs of pain coming

from the eye by squinting and
tearing. They may also display
signs of light sensitivity when in
direct sunlight. Some horses will
also rub their eyes on their legs
in an attempt to get relief from
the pain.

Diagnosing an Ulcer

Diagnosis is usually a straight-
forward process. Often, horses
are in so much pain from corneal
ulcers they will require sedation
and local anesthesia to allow the
best examination of the cornea and
other parts of the eye.

Horses have extremely strong
eyelid muscles, and by blocking
them with a local block it will
make opening the eyelids effort-
less and allows a more thorough
exam. After the eye is examined
with an ophthalmoscope, the cor-
nea will be stained with a stain
called fluorescein. The stain is

By Dr. Garrett Metc

alf, DVM

S TN

green and will not stick to the
glassy outer layer of the cornea but
only the deeper layers indicating a
break in the first layer.

More advanced testing is some-
times necessary based on the se-
verity of the ulcer. Cytology and
culture tests can help identify what
pathogen is causing the problem
and how to better treat the issue.

Medications and
Methods of Delivery

Ointments are probably the
most commonly prescribed topical
eye medication and are available
for a variety of different antibiot-
ics.

These medications need to be
applied directly into the eye by
holding the eyelids open and de-
positing them on the cornea or into
the inner part of the lower eyelid.
Applying ointments is usually not
a problem in a well minded horse
but even the best horses that are in
serious pain can make this difficult
to achieve multiple times a day.

Another method to help ease

the difficulty of applying medica-
tion and to increase success of
treating the eye, is a subpalpebral
lavage line. This line is a device
that is pierced through the upper or
lower eyelid and can be attached
to the horse near the mane.

A port similar to an IV injec-
tion port is used to allow delivery
of antibiotic ophthalmic solutions
through the line all the way back
near the withers of the horse elimi-
nating the need to mess with the
horse’s painful eye. By using these
lines owners and veterinary staff
can more safely and consistently
deliver eye medication without the
worry that the medication never
made it into the eye.

Often owners will have some
eye ointment lying around the
barn or in the medicine cabinet
they are tempted to putin a horse’s
eye with the first sign of an issue.
This can lead to further worsening
of the situation especially if the
medication has steroids mixed in
with the antibiotics.

It is wise to refrain from ap-
plying anything into the eye
unless further advised from a
veterinarian. It is also helpful
that no medication be in the eye
before it is examined so that the
fluorescein test is not disrupted by
the presence of medication in the
eye before the veterinarian gets to
examine the ulcer.

Another key component to
managing a corneal ulcer is to
control the pain and discomfort
that it causes. Ulcers are rather
painful and the mainstay of pain
management is with NSAIDs, and
the one of choice for ocular pain
is Banamine. There are available
topical pain medications that can
be administered into the eye as
well but are not as helpful in hors-
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Corneal ulcers are likely something that every horse owner will deal with
at some point. (Photos courtesy of Dr. Garrett Metcalf)

es as they are in other species. A
benefit of keeping the pain under
control also makes the horse more
compliant to allow treatment. It
can be extremely difficult to get
eye ointment in a horse’s eye when
they are extremely painful and
resistant to any pressure applied
to the eye.
Melting Corneal Ulcers

This is the worst form of cor-
neal ulcers because of how rap-
idly they progress and destroy
the corneal layers. The cornea
is destroyed by enzymes that the
bacteria produce that break down
the collagen within the second and
thickest layer of the cornea liter-
ally melting within hours. These
are the most serious corneal ulcers
and can lead to loss of the eye.

Surgical Treatment

Ulcers that do not respond
quickly enough to medical treat-
ment, or when the ulcer continues
to worsen despite aggressive treat-
ment, require surgical interven-

WWW NTFRONTINE.COM

tion. Surgical techniques to save
the cornea are aimed at removing
the damaged corneal tissue, pro-
moting healing and bringing a
direct blood supply to the corneal
tissue.

Some of these techniques uti-
lize conjunctival grafts or even
corneal replacement grafts. Also,
another tissue graft that can be
used to heal the cornea more
quickly and provide stability is
with amniotic tissue. Amnion is
the membrane that surrounds a
fetus and is part of the placenta.

Ocular injuries and corneal
ulcers are a rather serious situa-
tion and need to be examined as
soon as possible by a veterinarian.
The loss of vision or an entire eye
can be detrimental to the horses’
ability to perform as intended and
can lead to safety issues for a rider
and the horse. Corneal ulcers are
a very treatable condition, and it
is always best to begin treatment
as soon as possible.{f;

TOUGH ENOUGH FOR BISON
TOUGH ENOUGH FOR CATTLE

We met up with Brock Toler with Back
Forty Bison and asked him a few
questions about his opinion on the
effectiveness of the Lewis Cattle Oilers.
Brock is the ranch manager for Back
Forty Bison near Dadeville, MO. Brock
was skeptical, at first, on the durability of
the Qilers. “Bison are notorious for tearing
things up....flipping things over....To bison,
everything’s a toy! To this date, they
haven't tipped one over! The durability
has really been surprising”.

The biggest thing that Brock loves about
the Qiler is the efficiency.

“In the bison industry, the oiler pays for
itself'in one year”
-Brock Toler, Back Forty Bison

"They are so efficient! With the fact that
they are not gravity fed, I’'m not losing

a bunch of product on the ground! The
pump administers only the amount that
needs to be put out on the animal! With
the Lewis Cattle Oiler, there is no waste. |
can fill up the 8 gallon tank, on the QOiler,
and it will last all summer long with the
bison scratching on it ALL the time!”

940-781-4182/620-408-6387
WWW.USALEWISCATTLEOILERS.CON

PARASITE
PROBLEMS

YOUR R
SOLg ION B
EXTERNAL
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Farewell to Buster Welch

The world of cutting horses
lost a legend when Buster Welch
passed away Sunday, June 12 in
Abilene. He was 94.

Welch was one of 10 men who
conceived the National Cutting
Horse Association. He won the
first edition of the Futurity title in
1962, again in 1963, 1966, 1971,
and 1977.

Though his lifetime career
earnings came in at 1.7 million, his
achievements in the sport of cut-
ting and his influence in ranching
far exceed the amount of money
he won. He won his first NCHA
Open World Championship riding
Marion’s Girl in 1954 and again
in 1956. He would go on to win
two more titles riding Mr. San
Peppy, in 1974 and 1976, whom
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he trained for the King Ranch and
rode the horse into the history
books.

Welch's early life was not an
easy one. He was the last of eight
children born to Charles Owen
Welch and Fay Lucas Welch in
Sterling County, Texas. Before he
was a month old, his mother died,
and he was raised by grandparents
until his father remarried. At age
13, he ran away from home and
worked on several ranches includ-
ing the 6666. It was there he met
and married Sheila Morris, who
also rode cutting horses.

Welch developed styles of
saddles and tack that are still used
by many cutters today. He also
saw Brangus as the best type for
cutting and encouraged ranchers

to breed Brangus. Welch took
horses coast to coast to cuttings
as well as putting on schools for
those wanting to learn the sport,
gathering more winnings along
the way.

Though possessing only an
eighth grade education, Welch
was a voracious reader and a
life-time learner. He was always
eager to offer advice and sugges-
tions to others. He was honored
to be asked to be invited to be in
several episodes of the show “Yel-
lowstone.” A few of his accolades
include:

- Five time winner of the
NCHA Futurity.

- Won his first NCHA Open
in 1954, again in 1956 and two
more times.

- National Golden Spur
Award.

- Foy Proctor Memorial
Cowman’s Award.

- Zane Schulte Award.

- Charles Goodnight Award.

- Western Horseman Award.

- Trailblazers Award.

- American Quarter Horse Hall
of Fame.

The greatest tribute to Welch
is the larger-than-life bronze of
Welch riding Peppy San Badger
that was unveiled at the NCHA
Finals. It stands in front of the Will
Rogers Coliseum in Fort Worth.

The family asks donations in
Welch’s honor be directed to the
NCHA Foundation in Fort Worth
or the Ranching Heritage Center
in Lubbock.47;
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TRACTOR & IMP .

Sales - Service - Parts
New & Used Equipment
Wichita Falls, TX « 940-541-2650
www.viethiractor.com * sales@viethtractor.com
4 miles South of Wichita Falls on 281

Branson has an extensive line of

www.bransontractor.com
compact tractors from 24 to 80 hp
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Power. Grace. Fearlessness. Strength. Those are just a few of the
words that come to mind when watching the death-defying stunts
performed by trick riders and their equine partners.

Ginger Duke, lead performer for “The Dynamite Dames,” is one
of the best in the business, leaving audiences breathless with her
stunning, adrenaline-packed routines that display her abilities as a
professional trick rider, roman rider and liberty horse trainer.

Duke grew up in Granbury, Texas, doing gymnastics and eventu-
ally cheerleading at both the high school and college level. She did
not begin trick riding until she was 19 years old, when she bought
Continued on page 32

Photo courtesy Tricia Butler Photography
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Continued from page 31
her very first horse and quickly fell
in love with riding.

“When I was in college, I de-
cided I was getting a horse, and I
did,” Duke recalled. “I joined a
group that did drill and trick rid-
ing, and that’s where it began.”

Duke’s background in gymnas-
tics and cheer provided her with
the skills needed for trick riding,
such as body positioning and con-
trol. Combined with her passion
for horses and strong work ethic,
her transition into trick riding was
seamless.

“There really wasn’t a difficult
part for me. I just think I had a
passion for it, and I put my mind
to it, and that’s just how it was
going to be. I succeeded in setting
my goals, applying them, and car-
rying out every goal I had,” Duke
explained.

She also had the opportunity to
learn from the late JW Stoker, a
member of the Pro Rodeo Hall of
Fame, who built a career in trick
riding and trick roping that lasted
more than seven decades.

“He was an incredible trick
rider and trick roper in his day,”
Duke said. “I was lucky enough to
have the opportunity to learn from
one of the greatest. The trick rider
I am today is because of him. He
completely took me and molded
me into what I am now.”

After attending the University
of North Texas where she studied
radio, television and film, Duke
settled in the Parker County area,
where she has expanded her
career into what it is today. She
has been a Professional Rodeo
Cowboys Association cardholder
since 2006, claimed the 2007
Will Rogers Wild West Expo
Trick Riding title, is a four-year
participant in the Tournament of
Roses Parade and Equifest, has
performed at Road to the Horse,
the Wild Mustang Trick Rider
for 2011 and 2012 at the Extreme
Mustang Makeover, Project Cow-
girlin 2012, and is the 2018 North
Continued on page 34
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Ginger Duke, lead performer of “The Dynamite Dames,” leaves audiences breathless with her stunning,
adrenaline-packed routines that display her abilities as a professional trick rider, roman rider and liberty horse

trainer. (Photo courtesy Tricia Butler Photography)
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SEPTEMBER 3%, 2022 - 12 NOON - A BAR RANCH - CLAREMORE, OK

BRED HEIFERS

A Bar Ranch heifers are a product of 35 years of ranching. Selected for efficiency in multiple fields of perfor-
mance and highlighted in traits to boost fertility and longevity. This year's class of A Bar heifers were all bred
to Express Sons of: Exar Monument, HA Cowboy Up, Ezar Gold Rush, Exar Stud, Exar Expo

A BAR 200- Angus heifers sorted into 30-day calving periods to start 2-1-23 _,QL

120- Ultra-black heifers sorted into 30-day calving periods to start 2-1-23 ExXpress

40-  Black Baldy heifers sorted into 30-day calving periods to start 2-1-23 W

7S Stuart Ranch heifers are a unique opportunity to own females from one of the most historic ranching
operations in Oklahoma. 7S5 Ranch has been selecting for generations, focusing on fertility and maternal
traits, while maintaining a moderate framed and efficient female meeting their rigorous performance
standards. Bred by 4-star calving ease Express Ranch and Schilling Ranch Angus Bulls.

84- Angus heifers sorted into 30-day calving periods to start 2-1-23
110- Black Baldie heifers sorted into 30-day calving periods to start 2-1-23
75- Red and Red Baldie heifers sorted into 30-day calving periods to start 2-1-23

BRED COWS

Angus pairs 3 to 5 years old with Angus sired calves at side.

Northern Angus Fall calving cows 3 and 4 year olds bred to sons of Connealy Consesus.
Start calving 9-1-22.

Angus Fall calving cows 3 to 4 year olds bred to Angus and Charolais bulls. Start calving
9-15-22

Angus Fall calving cows 5 year olds bred to Angus and Charolais bulls. Start calving
9-15-22

Red Angus Fall calving cows 3 to 5 year olds bred to Angus bulls. Start calving 9-15-22
Brangus Fall calving cows 3 to 5 year olds bred to Angus and Charolais bulls. Start calving
9-15-22.

Angus Spring calving 3 to 5 year old cows bred to Hinkson and Schilling Ranch Bulls to
start calving 2-10-23.

Brangus Spring calving 3 to 5 year old cows bred to Hinkson and Schilling Ranch Bulls to
start calvmg 2-10-23.

For Cattle Information ~ ~ Sale broadcast by... LWG':"- '

¥l Armitage Family

- For picturGS videos, or infor;naﬂon \ %

P.O. Box 1396 Claremore, 01(74018 A ghae, glve usaca[il
Email: martha@abarranch.com YWW.abarr -h.co __f, A R

MERRIT 918.607.6808 TURNER 918.697.6717 OFFICE 918.342.2225
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After a near-death experience four years ago that put her in the hospital for 30 days with a two-week stint in the ICU, Ginger Duke is back in the
saddle, performing to the delight of audiences worldwide. (Photo courtesy Tricia Butler Photography)

Continued from page 32
American Open Women’s Trick
Riding champion, among many
other accomplishments.

Duke remains on the road from
March through October as she
performs for audiences across
the country, with the majority of
her work in Texas and Georgia.
Duke even lives in Georgia for
half of the year where she does
movie work.

“There are a ton of film studios
in the Atlanta area. They hire us
for our horses a lot because ours
are so quiet after being rodeo
horses. So, we go back and forth
quite a bit between Texas and
Georgia,” Duke said of her busy
schedule.

While much of her work re-
mains in those two states, Duke
has traveled the world through
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trick riding. Her horses have flown
to Sweden to perform, as well as
to Nebraska, Kansas, Canada,
and Alaska, just to name a few.
She has gained many life experi-
ences through the people she has
encountered.

“You meet so many different
people from so many different
walks of life. I love trick riding.
I love my horses, but it’s a pack-
age deal getting to travel and meet
people,” Duke pondered. “Getting
to interact with others and become
pretty much family with them is
the cherry on top. You get so many
opportunities you wouldn’t have
had otherwise.”

A trick rider does not perform
alone. Her horse must be fast, ath-
letic and talented, too, while also
having a calm disposition. The
pair form a partnership based on

trust because otherwise, both are at
risk of injury and failure. When it
comes to the horses, Duke has had
several equine partners who have
done their job well. Her very first
horse, now retired at the age of 24,
goes by the name of Tee Jay.
“He was a natural at anything
I asked him to do. Honestly, he’s
probably the reason I stuck with
trick riding because he was so
solid and consistent. He loved it
so much. Knowing it was getting
time to retire him was super tough,
because you get in a comfort zone,
especially with trick riding,” Duke
said. “We had a very big bond. We
were thick as thieves, so it was re-
ally hard to switch off him, and I
had to force myself one day to just
not put him on the trailer.”
Fortunately, Duke had sev-
eral other horses she had ridden

whom she trusted, including a
buckskin mustang named Who.
Duke thought he would be her
partner for years to come until she
received a phone call from one
of her young students in Canada.
Her horse had been killed in the
pasture, and with multiple shows
already booked and no horse, she
asked to buy the mustang. It was
a hard decision for Duke to sell
Who, but the horse and young
rider have thrived together in
roman riding, liberty tricks and
trick riding.

“It just makes your heart happy
knowing you can send your horse
down the road, if need be, and they
can be just as solid with someone
else as they are with you,” Duke
said.

Duke also owns a mustang
named Dollar, a solid animal
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many young girls have learned
on, but Duke’s main performance
horses are Cuss and his brother,
Cobalt. Cuss was originally pur-
chased by Duke and her brother
as a resale project, but when she
made the decision to sell Who,
Duke decided to trick ride on him
after all.

“I called my brother up and
asked if we could keep him a little
longer and if he minded if I trick
rode on him. He said, ‘Of course
not, he’s a pretty phenomenal
horse.” The whole family had
already fallen in love with this
horse, so it didn’t hurt anyone’s
feelings when we decided to keep
him. I took him out to the pen and
did five tricks that day, took him
to the big arena the next day, and
I have been riding on him ever
since,” Duke said.

Duke also owns a small mus-
tang named Kitty Cat and round-
ing out the team is a one-eyed
mustang named Dreamer.

However, it is Cobalt who
Duke shares a special bond with
because of their shared near-death
experiences. Before Cobalt was
broke, he had become very ill and
almost died. Around that same
time, Duke herself had a similar
occurrence, after being kicked in
her stomach by a horse she was
training. She would spend 30
days in the hospital, including a
two-week stint in the ICU and six
months with a feeding tube and an
additional tube for fluid from her
pancreas. From the accident, Duke
suffered a lacerated pancreas, a
hematoma on both sides of her
pancreas, a lacerated duodenum,
and lost seven inches of her small
intestines. After the incident, she
was sent to a military hospital
in San Antonio, where they per-
formed three surgeries to repair
the damage.

“I probably would not have
survived if they had not sent me
there because they were able to
do experiments on me. One of the
doctors came in on day two for my
third surgery because the first two

Ginger Duke is the lead rider of The Dynamite Dames, who team up
to perform fast-paced equestrian acts that include trick riding, roman
riding, and opening and closing ceremonies. (Photo courtesy Tricia
Butler Photography)

had failed, and he told me he had a
dream the night before about how
he was going to fix me. They took
me to surgery right then,” Duke
said. “My dad waited at the bot-
tom of the elevator, and when the
surgeons came out, they gave him
a thumbs up.”

The damage to her pancreas is
an injury most die from, usually
sustained from a car accident.
When the pancreas becomes dam-
aged, it is the hardest organ in the
body to heal.

“It is a big deal if you have a
lacerated liver or kidney, but your
pancreas is where your body pro-
duces all the bile to break down
your food. When you lacerate it,
that bile goes into your body cav-
ity. It’s very acidic and will kill
you,” Duke explained. “It was an
excruciating experience, but you
know, we say everything happens
for areason. I got a call two years

ago and doctors asked if they
could publish my surgery.”

Duke learned the surgeons had
modified her surgery to be done
in the field because the injury
she suffered is a common one for
soldiers, brought on by explosives.
The majority of the time, those
soldiers succumb to their injury.
Duke was one of the very first
to survive a lacerated pancreas,
and now the modified version of
the surgery performed on her can
be used to possibly save many
soldiers. It was an experience that
changed the lives of others, as well
as her own.

“It’s not that I wasn’t a com-
passionate person before, but
after living in a military hospital
for 30 days that includes a burn
unit, and where even most of the
staff are soldiers, was definitely
an experience on its own. Getting
to meet the other patients and see

what they go through on a daily
basis, that experience changed and
molded me into a whole different
direction in my life,” Duke said.

Initially, her injuries were so
severe that doctors informed Duke
she would never ride again.

“I just wouldn’t take that for
an answer, so I was very diligent
in my healing process. That way
I could ride again, especially trick
ride. It was like Cobalt and I were
kindred spirits because they would
put me on the four-wheeler and
take me out to the barn. He was al-
ways so gentle with me, especially
for being a colt and not being re-
ally broke. I had one tube left and
I went out to the round pen to him
one day, and he passed over to the
fence. I wasn’t really supposed
to ride yet, but I had followed
the doctors’ orders pretty well. I
didn’t have a halter or anything
on him and I just started petting
him, then climbed on him, and
eventually laid on him. He was so
careful with me. It’s like he was
aware he couldn’t make a wrong
move. He never messed with my
tube when some of the horses were
a little more curious. It’s like he
just knew because he had been
there,” Duke said.

It has been four years since
Duke’s accident, and she is back
to wowing crowds near and far.
She has even been able to make a
difference through her trick riding,
including working with foster chil-
dren in Dallas. She travels with her
horses to give the children three
full days of fun, letting them pet
the horses and performing to the
delight of the young crowd. The
event is filmed and posted online,
which has helped adoption rates
for those children skyrocket.

She also maintains a well-
rounded program for the young
riders in her care. She is the lead
rider of the Dynamite Dames, who
team up to perform fast-paced
equestrian acts that include trick
riding, roman riding, and opening
and closing ceremonies. If any
Continued on page 37
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Continued from page 35

girls want to learn from Duke, they
are required to perform with her so
she can ensure they practice their
new skills in a safe environment.
She is a stickler for knowing trick
riding is not a craft learned in a
single weekend but instead one
perfected by being consistent.

“I am teaching them how to
trick ride and to survive an ac-
cident because, in trick riding,
it’s not a matter of if, but when,
you’re going to be in a wreck, and
you’re going to be strapped to a
horse. It is a very, very important
aspect of surviving an accident,”
Duke said.

The riders also obtain many
life lessons through trick riding,
such as how to budget, care for
their horse, be on the road, speak
in public, look someone in the eye,
and present themselves as a lady.

“We are basically actors on
horseback. If something goes
wrong, you just have to brush it
off and keep going. We have to be
happy whether we are or not. I feel
like in our program, they learn so
many life lessons. I love watching
these girls grow up and what they
go on to do, even as they go on to
college and they’re not trick rid-
ing anymore. I love seeing those
transformations and knowing that
I had a positive impact on their
life,” Duke said.

Unfortunately, many students
do not realize how hard it is to
make a living in trick riding. By
the time fuel is paid, maintenance
on trucks and trailers is done,
saddles and other equipment are
bought and maintained, and the
horses are fed and taken care of, all
the money made from trick riding
is long gone.

“I do it because I love it. I am
lucky if I break even. I have other
jobs to be able to get me down the
road because if [ try to survive off
trick riding, I would be hungry,”
Duke laughed. “You might as
well do what you love, be a little
poor in the process, but be happy.
I'love getting to hang out with my
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Ginger Duke doesn't take trick riding for granted, and plans to enjoy the experience as long as she possibly

can. (Photo courtesy Ginger Duke)

girls and trick ride. I love getting
to share those experiences with
other people. I love getting and
giving those opportunities to the
girls as well.”

Duke, along with her boy-
friend, start and train colts for
others. They also train and sell
their own horses.

In addition, they install Equine
Kool, a roof coating that acts as
a reflective and radiant barrier to
keep horse trailers cooler.

It keeps the horses from over-
heating going down the road, as
well as the living quarters. They
take the product on the road, and
will often do several trailers in
whatever town Duke is perform-
ing in.

“We love that it’s a job that
gives us the freedom to still do
what we want to do,” Duke said.

It’s good for Duke to be able
to work in breaks during the day

as needed as well, to maintain her
health after her accident, espe-
cially considering their days often
begin at 4 a.m. and do not end until
late in the night after the rodeos
are all said and done.

“It can be hard balancing, and
it’s very hard for me because I
have always been someone that is
a go-getter. It’s probably another
one of those reasons it happened.
I was always a healthy eater, only
drank water, and took care of my
body, but I do tend to just go and
go and go until I'm sick. After my
accident, I had to really learn to
listen to my body. It will tell you
when you’re overdoing it,” Duke
said. “For me, I'm lucky enough
to have friends and a boyfriend
that also can help me recognize
and see when I have done too
much and can take over for me. It
is definitely hard, especially when
you are a people pleaser and want

to make everyone happy.”

As for the future, Duke jokes
trick riding is not something you
can come back to after another
career or do forever.

“I’'m just a go-with-the-flow
person and I just want to trick ride
for as long as I can. Then maybe
set some new goals, but while my
body will allow, especially after
my accident, I'm going to trick
ride. You can’t take trick riding
for granted,” Duke said. “We have
all these memories that we make.
I am that person that when I am
80 years old, I don’t want to look
back and say, ‘I wish I would’ve
done that.” T love what I do and
that I get to do it with people I love
and share those experiences.”

To follow along with Duke’s
career and a list of upcoming per-
formances, visit dynamitedames.
com and follow them on social
media.{)
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Ingredients:
12 cups shredded unpeeled zucchini
4 cups chopped onions
5 tbsp canning salt
1 red bell pepper, chopped
1 green bell pepper, chopped
6 cups granulated sugar
2 1/2 cups white vinegar
1 tbsp cornstarch
3/4 tsp nutmeg
3/4 tsp turmeric
1 1/2 tsp celery seed
1/2 tsp black pepper
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) Sweet Zucchini
Relish

acey Vilhauer

Total Time: 12 hours | Servings: 4 - 5 pints

Directions:

Place the zucchini and onion in a large, non-metallic bowl and sprinkle the salt overtop. Use
your hands to evenly mix the salt throughout the mixture. Cover and refrigerate overnight.

The following day, drain the zucchini mixture in a colander and rinse with cool water. Place
the zucchini in a dish towel and twist until all the extra moisture comes out. Set aside. Place the
chopped bell peppers, sugar, vinegar and cornstarch in a large pot. Add the nutmeg, turmeric,
celery seed and pepper. Stir to combine, then add the drained zucchini. Bring to a boil over
medium-high heat, then reduce the heat to medium-low and simmer for 30 minutes.

Once the cooking is complete, sterilize four or five 1-pint canning jars, pour relish in jars,
wipe rims and screw on bands. Place the jars in a canning pot with boiling water and process
with the lid on for 10 minutes. Then remove the lid, turn off the burner and wait another 5 min-
utes before removing the jars. Once cool, make sure all lids are pressed down and sealed before
storing at room temperature.{J;
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CROCKETT RANCH G&
354+/- ACRES * BOWIE, TEXAS
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PREMIERHORSE & /HUNTING FACILITY;

7,280, !S“;cﬁ't Custom Home w/ Outdoor Entertaining Spaces

ff_@oxfered Arena w/ Stalls, Apartment, & Office

Guest Home

Covered Round Pen

Loafing Sheds

Shop

Cattle Working Pens

Dog Kennels

Lake Stocked with Trophy Bass

Located on the Chisholm Trail & one of the
Highest Elevation Points in Montague County

860+ ACRES | Waurika, OK 127.4+ ACRES | Jacksboro, TX
$3,010,000 | $3,500/AC $700,700 | $5,500/AC

Additional Properties Available 95.5+ ACRES | Ringgold

$955,000 | $10,0
356+ Acres, Waurika, OK ($3,500/ AC)
-Excellent Grazing, Multiple Ponds, Great Hunting
45+ Acres, Ringgold, TX ($10,000/ AC)
Excellnet Hwy 82 Frontage

50+ Acres, Spanish Fort, Texas ($8,750/ AC)
- Great Hunting Area & Homesite Near the River

100 Acres, FM 1816, Nocona, Texas ($6,350/AC)
- Combination ranch, 2 tanks, well water

VAN BAIZE 940-366-3407 BufordResources.com Ceuisty Buford Resources

; 3 L4 Real Estate
Real Estate Agsoc;atei Ag ADDI'BISQT' Buford Resources, Inc., Broker & Auction
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TEXAS 1491 Latigo Lane

FARMENRANCH "tz o™

Ixtarmworx.com

Have a large feeding operation?

Livestock feeders and accessories to meet
all your feeding needs.

Core Capabilities Serving North Central Texas

SCHEDULED SERVICES
ing & Finished Land Pasture & Lawn Hay Bailing
Maintenance Management
Bridge | Culvert
Lake | Pond | Tank Driveway | Road | Trail Maintenance
Maintenance Maintenance
Irrigation System
Fence | Gate | Cattle Guards Tree T ion & Mai
Maintenance Tree & Stump Remcval
Hydromulching
Property Cleanup Hydromulching
Property & Landscape
Land Clearing Drainage & Erosion Control Lighting
Weather-Related Damage House | Small Structure Driveway | Road | Patio |
Demo Pad Demo
Property Prep for
Special Evenls Snow Removal Equine Arena Maintenance

BOYD, TEXAS ¢ 940-433-2315 or 800-611-3540
www.BoydBuilt.com f

USTIC FURNITU

(R@ar?:

BEST SELECTION
HUGE INVENTORY
BEST PRICES

11901 US ng 380 | Cross‘Roads TX'76227 (LwIW( en Denton & McKinney)
940-440-04565 | Cheeck out our latest specials at: www.RustieFurnitureDepot.com
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The struggle is real with the heat rising and trying &

to stay cool and still look cute. The No Riders tank
is a perfect option with the fun graphics and bright
colors. It’s so cute paired with the duster dress and
your favorite accessories. [ have a feeling we will be
wearing tank tops for a while this year, why not ex-
press your fun style at the same time? Find this entire

outfit and more at fvww jessesjewelz.com @
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MFG, INC.

ey * Feeding America’s livestock
& since 1979

* Flat conveyor chain won't

breakup cubes

* Adjustable flow gate - Feed
L from 2-8 |bs per pile or steady

R Lo, JACKSBORO
NATIONAL BANK

MyBankIexas

Trip Hopper
Range Cattle Feeder
Constant speed,
constant duty motor,
Chain and sprocket drive
Worlds Best as tested by
ranchers, ask anybody!

LAND » LIVESTOGK
EQUIPMENT & OPERATING LOANS

Dealer Inquiries Welcome Honor the Past * Respect the Present * Protect the Future

Jermyn’ TX 76459 Bellef Commitment and Execution of this p{an support our Iogo and our
940.342.2005 * www.tsfeeders.com customers’ pride in identifying where they choose to bank as “My Bank”

Manufactured

FEED & GRAIN CO in

Ramily Owned & Op rat Henrietta
Since 1980 [l Texas

r:l 1 E}K}E \3 :-.-’_'#5“.-

‘ -du.._‘_-.
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0 @maﬂﬁﬁw l? & for Al gn@@

°c Bulk & Sacked
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For the past few years you’ve been reading
stories of my life and perspective as a city girl
who transformed into a genuine country lov-
ing cattle rancher who’s been married to her
darling country boy for more than 40 years.

But our daughter could be described as a
city girl who grew up country. I thought it
would be fun to ask our PhD college history
professor daughter to share about her journey
from country girl to city girl. So I asked her a
few questions.

What are some of your earliest memories
about your life on a cattle ranch?

Many of my earliest memories have to do
with the animals. I remember our dog Coco
coming to the front door and me giggling and
managing to say my first word, which was
Coco. I remember the birds we had back then:
peacocks, pheasants, chickens and ducks. One
of my jobs was to help collect the chicken eggs
and I remember how dirty the eggs were. The
peacocks were loud and made the craziest
sounds, but I thought they were beautiful. They
are still my favorite bird today.

What’s your first memory of what you
wanted to be when you grew up?

I wanted to be a lawyer for the longest
time, but I blame that on Matlock and Law
and Order. I considered it as an adult as well,
but decided it would not give me the kind of
free time I value.

What was it like to grow up living next door
to your grandparents?

One word: amazing. 1 feel so privileged to
have had a close relationship with my grand-
parents, I know many people miss out on that
special bond. I have so many early memories
with them: driving my little battery jeep up
the driveway to their house, eating Bluebell
ice cream with vanilla wafers, coloring books
and puzzles. Also, the Disney channel! I was
very blessed.

What do you admire most
about your parents?

Since you phrased this question about my
parents as a unit, [ will answer it that way. 1
always have been and am still in awe of your
commitment to one another and your love.
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2; By Annette Bridges

Jennifer driving the red tractor on her parents’ farm.

After 40-plus years together, and the many ups
and downs that come with such a timeframe,
y’all are still in love and still growing together.
I know firsthand how rare and precious that is.
Throughout my growing up years, you didn’t
hide your relationship from me, which I think
is also an amazing gift.

I knew how much you loved each other and
I knew when someone was upset, but I also
learned how to forgive from watching y’all.

I think too many couples hide both the good

and the bad from their kids. How else are we

to learn?

What’s a funny memory about living in the
country?

I’m not sure how funny this is, but it’s more
about how strange country living is compared
to the city. How every morning at the begin-
ning of dove hunting season it sounds like a
war zone. To people raised in the country, this
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is no big deal, but to anyone else, it would be
truly terrifying.
If you could repeat one day from your
childhood, what day would that be?

Maybe one of my epic birthday parties. |
think it was my eighth or ninth birthday when
we had pony rides for all my friends, and water
pistol fights. It was a blast and most impor-
tantly, everyone I loved was still alive.

How do you think being raised in the

country influenced who you are today?

It’s hard to say for certain, but I think it
gave me a greater appreciation for the little
things and the quiet moments. While I prefer
the conveniences of a city life, I do not care
for a hectic lifestyle. I am someone who takes
things slowly and favors quality over quantity.
Being raised away from the hustle and bustle,
[ still need a good amount of quiet, private
time in each day to feel content. I definitely
think being raised in the country influenced
that need.

Whether we were raised in the city or coun-
try, our upbringing has undoubtedly influenced
who are today. We can see these influences
in obvious and sometimes more subtle ways.

C-Purlin

FEl@ NTIN.NET -

AND SUPPLIES

23/8°27/831/241/251/27

DoME CAPS & SPRINGS |
SQUARE & RECTANGLE TUBING
ALL TYPES OF STEEL

SpooLs oF CABLE
ANY LENGTHS FOR FENCING

Rounp BALE RINGS - FEED TROUGHS
CATTLE GUARDS - CREEP FEEDERS
TRAILER PARTS & SupPLIES - NEw Sucker Robs

Annette Bridges with her daughter, Jennifer,
when she was three years old.

Honestly, I'm still not sure how my city up-
bringing prepared me for my life in the country.
But I am discovering more and more how I
have embraced my mamma’s strength and

Jennifer at her graduation for her PhD. (Photos

courtesy Annette Bridges)

grandmother’s courage to tackle doing things
that I’ ve never done before. I suspect we would
all be surprised by what we are capable of do-
ing if only we tried.®

AUTHORIZED

DEALER

INDUSTRY LEADING BALE BED

FLUSCHE ENTERPRISES INC.

940-759-2203 - SINCE 1942 - MUENSTER, TEXAS

940-759-2203 - SINCE 1942 - MUENSTER. TEXAS
FEl@ NTIN.NET - FLUSCHEENTERPRISES.COM
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IMPROVE YOUR
PROFIT POTENTIAL

'AGRONOMIC || DESIGN

[TIETAL SALES INC.

West Highway 82  Gainesville, TX * 76240

'Prelilade Gates

and Panels

Large Assortment of Hand Tools
T Post Wire & Panels
New and Used Pipe
Tubing and Structural Steel
Trailer Parts
Pocket Knives

940.665.0336 « 1.800.549.0336

J

g — S For the BEST prices around on these GREAT
g brands & more... Visit our 3 stores in Justin
Monday-Saturday
9AM-6PM
You can also find us online at
o o — www.justindiscountboots.com|
101NN Rwy 130 or visit us on Facebook & Instagram

Justin, TX 76247
Wrangler |

TROEER A N  R  CR aE AW 105 ]
2900 Henry S. Grace Fwy.
Wichita Falls, TX

940-687-2726

[WWW.ascoeq.com|

USTIN DISCOUNT

AND COWBOY OUTFITTERS
World’s Largest Western Wear Outlet Store
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Horse Fever

Guest submission by Irene Henry

Have you ever seen a sunset while sitting in a saddle?
Or rode on a good horse to help and gather cattle?
Did you sit by a river and watch the water flow?

Just sitting and relaxing with your horse in tow?
Have you ever seen a newborn foal trying to stand up?
Or watched it just a few days later playing with the pup?
Do you know what it is like to have a partner that you trust?
Together you could win it all or together you will go bust.
Have you given up shopping trips and buy off a rack?

So that you might save some money to buy your horse new tack?
Would you rather be out in the weather cleaning out the stall
than going out with friends and family for supper at the mall?
If you have done any of these things then let me say for sure

that you do have a sickness and that there is no known cure.
So just accept the fact there is not a pill out there,
and all that you can do is find those like you to share.
The love and understanding it takes to be a horse lover,
there are millions out there who are as sick as you are brother.{;
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By Ann Asher

P
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I admit it. I'm guilty. It starts
on Sunday evening when the
weekend is winding down, and
the realization that the work week
is looming.

I start to ponder and fret about
all the things I must do, and simply
the thought of all the impending
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work can dampen my mood.

I’ve realized I must change
my way of thinking and should
begin the weeks and/or days with
an “T get to” mentality instead of
“I have to.”

“I get to go to work,” or “I get
to have a busy day,” or “I get to

spend all day working outside
instead of in an office.” It doesn’t
matter, because it works for most
situations. We often dress our op-
portunities as stress, but they are,
in fact, blessings.

Legendary singer Willie Nel-
son once said that, when he started

counting his blessings, his whole
life turned around. It’s not always
easy to recognize our blessings,
especially when things seem to be
falling apart. I implore you, this
month, to focus on your blessings,
and see if you don’t see a change
in your life.
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Southwest FABRICATORS

D'I\IXIS ELECTRIC CO- Hugo, Oklahoma

Our price can’t be beat on a comparable product

Solar Energy Solutions

; Cut Your Overhead, Increase Your Profits
e Solid Investment

* Hedge Rising Energy Cost with Round Overhead Storage Bins.
e Very Low Maintenance Puts the bloom on your cattle to get top
e 25 Year Warranty

price for less money!

TOLL FREE: (877) 326-3574

www.overheadbins.com
E-mail Us:

troy@overheadbins.com

* $0 Down Options Available

s
N
\ %

Y

Get a Quote Today 940-763-1177 &

¥

FAMILY HEALTH CLINIC
muensterhospital.com

509 North Maple St., Muenster Hours
Mon-Fri 8am - S5pm

Yvonne Ambrose, A/~-;  Khawaja Anwar, #0.  Jessica Bowman, fP-6 Eric Hellman, #.0. Melissa Trubenbach, fp-¢
Family Nurse Practitioner  Internal Medicing/Cardiology  Family Nurse Praclitioner Family Medicine Family Nurse Practitioner 940- 759 -2226

COVID Testing and Vaccinations are available through our Clinic call 940-759-2226

WWW NTFRONLINE.COM AUGUST 2022 | 49



www.overheadbins.com
www.ntfronline.com
www.muensterhospital.com

* ATTRACTIONS

Inventions of Agriculture: The Cotton Gin

By Dani Blackburn

A few centuries ago, the land-
scape of farming and ranching
looked quite different than it does
today. There were no tractors for
plowing, airplanes for spraying or
even barbed wire for separating
cattle. There are inventions that
have come along and changed the
face of agriculture across the Unit-
ed States. One of those inventions
was the cotton gin. It was invented
during a time when the agricul-
tural industry was struggling after
its most significant crop, tobacco,
saw revenues begin to plummet.
But while it saved the profits and
livelihood of many farmers and
plantation owners, it also led to
the increase in slave labor, making
it an invention that significantly
changed both our economic and
social past. The cotton gin was
invented by Eli Whitney. Whitney
was born in Westborough, Mass.,
on Dec. 8, 1765. His father was a
farmer, and his son would prove
his talents as both an inventor and
a mechanic at a young age.

Whitney graduated Yale Uni-
versity and even considered be-
coming a lawyer, but life took him
down a different path. He made his
way to the south after graduation
with plans to tutor, but upon ar-
rival, he accepted a position with
Catherine Green in Savannah, Ga.
Greene was the widow of Ameri-
can Revolutionary War General
Nathanael Greene and owned the
Mulberry Grove plantation. At the
time, tobacco was falling in value
due to both soil exhaustion and
abundance. Farmers began turning
to other crop options, including
cotton. Unfortunately, the only
variety that could be grown inland
contained seeds that were time-
consuming to pick out. During
the colonial times, cloth derived
from cotton was more expensive
than wool or even linen due to the
difficulty of removing these seeds
from the fibers. It took an entire
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day just to detach seeds from one
single pound of cotton. Whitney’s
employer, Greene, urged the
young Whitney to find a solution
to this problem. Her support was
crucial in Whitney’s success in
inventing the cotton gin. Some
even suggest that it was actually
Greene who was the true inventor
of the cotton gin, but at the time,
women were not allowed to apply
for patents in the United States.
On March 14, 1794, Whitney
succeeded in obtaining a patent
for the cotton gin. While similar
devices had been around for many
years, his was the first single de-
vice that could clean short-staple
cotton. The introduction of the
new technology made cotton a
profitable crop in the United States
for the very first time. The device
worked much like a strainer. The
cotton was run through a drum,
made of wood, which included
hooks similar to teeth along the
perimeter. Those hooks caught the
cotton fiber and drug them through
a mesh, which was too small to

s (C——))
The cotton gin patent. (Courtesy photo)

allow the seeds through. How-
ever, the hooks pulled the cotton
through easily. Small cotton gins
could easily be worked by hand,
while larger ones included the
use of horses to power. Even the
smaller gin could remove seeds
from 50 pounds of cotton in one
day, a much larger amount than
the results of doing it by hand. In
fact, the gin allowed 1,000 pounds
of cotton to be cleaned in the same
amount of time it took a worker to
do five pounds by hand.

Due to Whitney’s invention of
the cotton gin, along with other
inventions of the Industrial Revo-
lution such as machines to weave
it, the price of cotton plunged
and production of it doubled each
decade after 1800. It even began
being shipped overseas, and soon
American farmers were growing
75 percent of the world’s supply
of cotton. But Whitney’s invention
was not all good news. While it
did increase the production and
profits of crops in America, it also
established the cotton plantation

culture of the south. The cotton
crop became so lucrative for plan-
tation owners, the demand to make
more significantly increased. As it
did, so did the use of slave labor
for growing it. As for Whitney, he
struggled with patent-law issues
that prevented him from signifi-
cantly profiting from his inven-
tion. He managed to overcome
that obstacle when he secured a
contract with the United State gov-
ernment in 1798 to create 10,000
muskets. While it would take him
a decade to make those instead of
the two years originally planned
in the contract, he began endors-
ing interchangeable parts. In other
words, identical parts could be
quickly assembled while making
for easier repairs on machines.
Many objects, from machines to
guns, were constructed by indi-
viduals. Whitney is most known
for his invention of the cotton
gin, but he also is credited for the
development of mass production
within America. In his personal
life, Whitney did not wed until his
50s, when he married Henrietta
Edwards in 1817. The pair would
go on to have four children before
his death on Jan. 8, 1825, at the
age of 59.
Resources

History. (2010, February 4).
Cotton Gin and Eli Whitney. A&E
Television Networks. https://www.
history.com/topics/inventions/|
cotton-gin-and-eli-whitney

National Archives and Records
Administration. (2021, December
16). Eli Whitney's Patent for the
Cotton Gin. National Archives
Educator Resources. https://www.
larchives.gov/education/lessons/|
cotton-gin-patent#background

Although the author has made
every effort to ensure the informa-
tion in this article is accurate, this
story is meant for informational
purposes only and is not a substi-
tute for historical documents.®,
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ITH DAVE ALEXANDER

Photos courtesy Don Kallaus

It seems pretty hard to find a
real cowboy these days and even
harder to find a western artist
known as a cowboy poet.

From his earliest days, Wad-
die Mitchell was immersed in the
cowboy way of entertaining. The
art of spinnin’ tales in rhyme and
meter that soon came to be known
as cowboy poetry.

As an early organizer of the in-
ternationally known Elko Cowboy

WWW NTFRONTINECOM

Cowboy Poetry,
A Forgotten Art Form

Poetry Gathering, his first public
performance was an overwhelm-
ing success, thus launching his
career as a cowboy poet.

Currently, Mitchell continues
to perform and host festivals,
private gatherings, rodeos and
special events.

Find out more about this amaz-
ing artist atfhttp://somagency.com/|
waddie-mitchell/.

Happy Trails.

Listen to Dave Alexander’s
Radio Show
Big Texas Country and
Western Swing Show.
davealexander.com.
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Wildfire Readiness:
Being Prepared for the Unexpected

By Martha Crump | marthacrump@comcell.net,
Co-contributor Lindal Gillen-Goetz

According to the Texas A&M
Agrilife Extension Service econo-
mists;-by as early as May of
this year, wildfires in Texas had
already accounted for the devasta-
tion of roughly 433,000 acres of
land, at a preliminary agricultural
loss of $23.1 million. Statistics
show that people and their ac-
tivities are responsible for more
than 90 percent of all wildfires in
Texas, with careless burning of
debris the largest human cause of
wildfires.

Other causes include, but are
not limited to, sparks from weld-
ing/grinding equipment, vehicles,
improperly discarded smoking
materials, hay swathing and baling
equipment, mowing equipment,
and sadly, arson, to name just a

few. According to the Texas A&M Agrilife Extension Service economists, by as early as May of this year, wildfires
The likelihood is that as we N Texas had already accounted for the devastation of roughly 433,000 acres of land. (Photo courtesy Texas
A&M Forest Service)

enter into the end of summer
with continued high temperatures
and sporadic rainfall, wildfires
will continue to be problematic
throughout the state, and all land-
owners should be aware of the
threats they pose.

Dry conditions, dense vegeta-
tion and high winds are all factors
in wildfire ignition and spread.
The dangers of wildfire include
hot gasses, smoke and flames, and
as a wildfire grows in intensity and
size, so do each of these. Wind
speed, temperature and relative
humidity must also be factored
into the rate of spread. Facing an
imminent wildfire danger is not
the time to consider what steps
should be taken.

Preparations and a plan of ac-
tion can determine how timely and Sl 2 s
how well you and your property  Dry conditions, dense vegetation and high winds are all factors in wildfire ignition and spread. (Photo courtesy
fare. Metro Creative)
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Local volunteer fire depart-
ments/first responders go above
and beyond in the face of these
unexpected and deadly threats.
As landowners, there is quite a lot
that we can do to facilitate their
success in managing a wildfire.
Taking a few moments to develop
achecklist is a good starting point
for the landowner and can poten-
tially be extremely helpful for the
first responders specific to your
property.

Most established ranchers
have a good working relation-
ship with the local volunteer fire
departments around their area,
and along the same vein, local
VFDs are accustomed to working
shoulder-to-shoulder with their
neighboring counterparts and
pretty much know who has what
resources available.

These men and women train
on their own time, are certified
and on standby 24/7 to be there
when they are needed. They do as
much as they can, for as long as
they can, to protect our interests,
be that our land, our homes, our
livestock, or anything else to do
with our livelihoods.

The landscape of country living
is changing dramatically. More
people are wanting to escape city
living, if not to fully relocate, at
least to own property that allows
them a getaway from being in
town.

The absentee landowners are
not always easily accessible dur-
ing emergencies. Whether you
have lived on your place for
four or five generations or have
recently bought your weekend
getaway, it might behoove us all to
recap some tips to help ourselves
and most importantly, the VFDs
that come to our rescue.

M. L. Russell, assistant profes-
sor and extension range specialist-
ecosystem science and manage-
ment, developed a checklist with
good points for all landowners to
consider.

“The answers to the questions
below will be instrumental in
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Wichita Falls Area
CattleWomen

building operations, tactics, and
general firefighting techniques.
A carefully thought out wildfire-
ready checklist is an excellent
foundation for improved commu-
nication and relationship building
during wildfires,” according to
Russell.

Not all will be a consideration
for every landowner, but most will
find many that are relevant to both
small and large holdings alike.

Tactics

How do you manage your fine-
fuel forage?

Are you okay with burnout
operations to fight the fire?

Are there existing barriers such
as roads, fields, bladed areas, cali-
che pad sites etc., from which to
anchor firing operations?

Do you have any concerns
about bulldozing the fire edge
to bare mineral soil, displacing
top soil?

Are you okay with any fence
being cut or laid down?

Property at Risk

Are there any high-fenced
areas that are prioritized?

Are grazing livestock near the

fire or in the potential path of the
fire?

Are there any aggressive exotic
wildlife species?

Where are the structures lo-
cated?

What is the priority of those
structures?

Logistics

Do you grant permission to use
on-site water to fight a fire?

What are the types of water
sources?

What type of access is there to
water sources?

What volume of water is avail-
able?

How deep are the water sourc-
es?

Support

What type of ranch equipment
is available to use? (e.g. sprayers
or heavy equipment)

Do you have hard copies of
aerial imagery or maps with
property roads, and gate locations
clearly marked?

Do you have gate lock codes?
Are all gates on the property
already open? If not, are you
comfortable sending someone to

facilitate emergency access?

Do you have your neighbor’s
contact information or gate lock
codes?

Do you have absentee land-
owner neighbors? If so, have
you made previous contact with
them and exchanged information
so that they can be notified and/
or asked about access during an
emergency?

Hazards

Are there oil and gas lines?

Any report of H2S or other
toxic gases on the property?

Are there any rough roads not
suitable for responding equip-
ment?

Are there damaged cattle-
guards?

Are there any rested pastures
with volatile fuel loads?

Are there any deer blinds or
outbuildings with propane tanks
in them?

Also landowners should al-
ways be aware of their county burn
bans. Compliance with active burn
ban laws do help to reduce unsafe
debris burning, but everyone
should remember a burn ban does
not have to be in effect for outdoor
burning to be illegal. If you neg-
ligently allow your fire to escape
onto someone else’s property, it is
a Class C misdemeanor, punish-
able by a fine of up to $500.

The state of Texas uses a tiered
approach to wildfire response.
That starts with local fire depart-
ments and counties as the first re-
sponders and is followed by state
response as wildfires or conditions
exceed the local ability to control.
The Texas A&M Forest Service
was implemented in 1915 with the
main goal of suppression and ex-
tinguishing of forest fires. In 1993,
that mission was expanded to in-
clude the coordination of response
to any large or potentially major
wildland fire within the state.

There is a tremendous amount
of coordination that is required
beginning with the local first
Continued on page 54
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Continued from page 53 Pk -
responder level and growing in
magnitude as other agencies are :
called into action. il

The Incident Command Sys-
tem at each of these levels ensures
a more coordinated and rapid |
response and an appropriate use |
of resources. As landowners/ t
managers, this is where our role |
becomes critical, especially to
our first responders. It is of utmost
importance to be able to contact
individuals as firefighters need,
or as they are attempting to access
property to manage wildfires.

The inability to do so is very
handicapping. I would encour-
age all individuals that are living
remote from your property to at
least make sure that neighboring
property owners have a means of
contact for you. My experience
with folks that are new to either
owning a country recreational
property, or to being new country
living residents, is that there is
a certain level of “distrust” that
many experience regarding shar-
ing of information about their
properties.

I realize that giving gate codes
to neighbors might seem counter-
intuitive, however, it might mean
the difference between suppress-
ing a fire quickly versus having it
grow and spread. If you are not
comfortable sharing that informa-
tion with a neighbor, then please
share with the local law enforce-
ment office in your area so that
someone can contact you.

As a matter of note, country
living or land ownership means
getting to know your neighbors
so that we can all work together
to protect everyone’s interests. We # e
cannot help you in your absence .
if we do not know you or cannot
contact you.

As of March 31, 2022, the
United States Department of
Agriculture Natural Resources
Conservation Service in Texas
was offering financial assistance
to farmers and ranchers that were
impacted by wildfires, including

.AE)&:S‘.‘F"“
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animal mortality assistance, de-
ferred grazing and more.

According to the state website,
“NRCS in Texas is prepared to as-
sist landowners with their efforts
to address wind and water erosion,
livestock production limitation,
degraded plant condition and
other resource concerns caused by
recent wildfires.”

At the time of the above refer-
enced new release, only 15 coun-
ties were eligible, but by April 4,
2022, Governor Abbott amended
this Declaration to include a total
of 82 Texas counties with the
potential for more to be added as
drought conditions continue and
wildfire risks increase throughout
the heat of the summer. As of
the first of July, that number had
grown to include 182 counties.

Having experienced all of
this and more, fellow WFACW
cattlewoman and co-contributor to
this article, Lindal Gillen-Goetz,
went through the entire scenario

WWW . NTFRONLINE.COM

of wildfire spreading up to the
evacuation of her Rafter LL ranch
just last summer.

In preparation for this article
she spoke at length with Linda
Moon, Texas A&M Forest Ser-
vice communications manager,
and was directed to the following
sources of information avail-
able to homeowners, community
members and landowners alike to
facilitate condensing of informa-
tion into a helpful format for first
responders.

I strongly encourage everyone
to visit this website and follow the
links to assist you in preparing for
fire should it happen in your area
at|https://ttsweb.tamu.edy.

Once you have accessed the
webpage, then look for the head-
ing Preparing For Wildfires. Upon
selecting that, you will find sub-
categories called Protect Your
Community, Protect Your Home,
Protect Your Ranch, and Protect
Your Wildlands. Two forms

of interest found under the link
Protect Your Ranch, are the Land-
owner Priorities Form complete
with an example of what is listed
where and a form called Map My
Property that actually enables
landowners to not only map their
properties but to also denote fea-
tures of interest/importance on
said property.

Our local VFDs are effective
at what they do in the face of
overwhelming conditions. Imag-
ine how much we could help
their volunteer efforts by taking
the time to do just a little bit of
computer work and by compiling
a little bit of information like this
for them.

I would respectfully add that
any time your local VFD/First
Responders are having a fund-
raiser, please help support them.
We cannot double their wages
as they work for free, but we can
contribute to coffers that have
to be maintained for equipment

purchase and repair, fuel, protec-
tive equipment for volunteers, and
many other costs that most would
never think of in regard to keeping
these men and women safe and
ready to respond.

To that end, may I say God
bless and keep safe all of our VFD
members/First Responders as they
volunteer their time to protect the
rest of us.

The next meeting of the
WFACW organization will be
on August 16 at the Forum, 2120
Speedway, Wichita Falls, Texas.
Members attending the midday
meeting are encouraged to bring
their lunch and enjoy eating and
visiting starting at 11:30 a.m.,
followed by the business meeting
at noon.

Article Sources:
|\https.//tfsweb.tamu.edid

USDA Natural Resources Con-
servation Service

Texas A&M AgriLife Exten-
sion{f;

Ranches in Waxahachie, Madisonville & Desdemona, Texas
GARY BUCHHOLZ

Gary Cell: 214.537.12

85 - gary@gkbcattle.com
Herdsman: Jay Creamer: 254.707.2199 -

] www.GKBCATTLE.com
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By Andy Anderson

Hunting Is a Sport, Not Sport Hunting

I walk into a local café, the small-town type
where the tables don’t match, the history of the
area covers the walls from floor to ceiling and
the smells of fresh hot coffee and home-style
cooking fills the air.

56 | AUGUST 2022

The old-timers are gathered at a table in the
back of the dining room talking and sharing
stories, giving free advice to solving any prob-
lem you may have or a salty opinion should
you ask for one.

As I find a table, and slide the chair back
to have a seat, the waitress sets a coffee cup
down and fills it to the brim.

Time seems to slow down; peace sets in as
I look over the menu even though I already
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know what I'm going to have.

Not too much attention is paid to my pres-
ence by the table of patriarchs seated behind
me. They glance over at me and carry on with
their conversation. Guess I fit the part.

About that time a couple of young men,
about 16 years of age, burst into the café. Loud
and abrupt as they enter, they just stand in the
doorway for a few moments.

The waitress advises they can sit anywhere
they like.

A quick glance at the hair on their faces,
skinny jeans and tennis shoes, it’s obvious they
are not from around here.

About that time, a low grumble sounds from
the table behind me, “Y’all can sit up front
there.” The young men sit at the table next to
the door minding the advice given.

Shortly afterward I hear the men discuss-
ing the wild hog problem in the area, and my
name comes up as the helicopter guy. I turn
and introduce myself and am quickly invited
over to their table.

As we discuss helicopter hog hunting, the
young men decide they should advise us that
shooting pigs from a helicopter is not hunting,

it’s murder. Well, use your imagination as to
the response returned their way and about how
much anyone cared about their opinion. The
young men got the point and soon departed
the café.

The conversation turned to one of the differ-
ences in hunting the “old way” and this “new
way” of hunting.

Helicopter hunting is a depredation program
with the goal being to reduce the population of
an invasive species.

However, helicopter hog hunting was not
the topic of conversation, but how much hunt-
ing has changed over the years.

I sat for over an hour listening to vari-
ous stories of how each man learned to stalk
their prey, navigate without maps, and, most
importantly, the honor with which each man
expressed learning the traditional ways of
hunting and fishing and that the old ways are
what defined them as men.

There was a sense of pride and boastful-
ness as they described their first kills and their
failures. Included in each story was a fatherly
figure, someone who took the time to teach
them the basics.

I, too, was taught this way and am sharing
it with my son as he grows. I asked from time
to time their opinions about the use of tech-
nology in hunting: GPS, phones, scopes and
range finders.

A few said we have all become too depen-
dent on technology. It has made us weak. The
others said if they knew how to use it, they
would and didn’t have a problem with it.

One thing remained the same, though.
Despite the use of technology, skinny jeans or
new scopes, the respect of the hunt and of the
game remained.

Except for pigs; pigs are not included in this
at all. In fact, don’t ever bring up saving pigs
to ranchers or farmers unless you want a word
lashing or worse.

I think we all have fond memories of those
who lead the way, and taught us about honor
and respect in all aspects of life and the good
times.

We are all capable of deviating from that
narrow path of righteousness from time to time,
but it’s what was ingrained in us from those
hunting and fishing trips that brings most of us
back to the narrow path of life.
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By Tony Dean | tonydean.tx1@gmail.com

Meadow Dropseed

Thereare all kinds of plants out
there on the range. Many of them
are good grazing for livestock, but
some are not that good. We need
to know the difference, and there
is a reason why.

Suppose you are looking for
some grazing land to lease. You
find a pasture that is available,
and the owner agrees to meet you
for a drive-through of his land.
The first thing you notice is a
beautiful flowing grass, and you
are thinking, “Anything that looks
that good has got to be good for
livestock.”

In North Texas, that grass could
be Meadow dropseed. Meadow
dropseed is a perennial grass that
grows in large dense tufts with flat
and narrow leaves up to 24 inches
long. These long leaves, when
mature, seem to flow with the
wind. It may grow as individual
plants or as small monocultures
but rarely occupies a large amount
of the pasture.

The downside is that Meadow
dropseed provides only fair to
poor grazing for livestock and
poor value for deer. The best graz-
ing is in early spring when plants
are young and tender, but as the
plant matures, the leaves rapidly
become tough and wiry. Cut off
a small handful of leaves, gather
them together in your hands and
try to pull them apart. They are
almost impossible to tear.

A cow feels the same way
as she wraps her tongue around
Meadow dropseed. It is just not
worth the effort so she goes on to
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Meadow dropseed is a perennial grass that grows in large dense tufts with flat and narrow leaves up to 24
inches long. It may grow as individual plants, pictured above. (Photo courtesy Tony Dean)

something more tender. Pastures
that are continually grazed dur-
ing the summer will often show
an increased amount of Meadow
dropseed due to animal preference
for better plants, leaving little
pressure on the tough dropseed
plants.

This species is best adapted to
clay soils. One benefit is it has a
deep root system and will reduce
erosion where it is grown. {7,

Grazing Value of This Plant

Meadow dropseed

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

* Meadow dropseed leaves are tough and wiry making the grass difficult
for cattle to consume.
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Meadow dropsseed may grow as individual plants or as small monocultures, pictured above, but rarely occupies a large amount of the pasture.
(Photos courtesy Tony Dean)
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Custom Feed Mixes
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Chemicals
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Fertilizer

Custom Application-
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Dennis’
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Dennis Smith
320 Bell PI. - Denton, TX 76209

940/382-1235 - Cell 940367 8006
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By Norman Winter | Horticulturist, Author, Speaker

Make Blue Fortune Agastache
the Foundation of Your Pollinator Garden

A feeling of euphoria came over ‘The Gar-
den Guy’ and I muttered to myself that my
work-on earth was done. Okay, I am kidding
to a point. I am trialing two new agastaches,
which I admit I am falling in love with. They
are Meant to Bee Queen Nectarine and Meant
to Bee Royal Raspberry. I'll write about them
in the coming months. My moment with a visit
down Euphoria Lane, however, came when |
went to Proven Winners’ Agastache page and
saw almost a dozen selections including the
one I consider the grandaddy, the foundation
of all pollinator gardens worth their salt, and
that is Blue Fortune.

My first trials with Blue Fortune was more
than 15 years ago when I was an extension
horticulture specialist with Mississippi State
University. Since then it has been featured in
all of my pollinator or butterfly presentations
and I have written about it several times. But
to be honest it has been like I was speaking
in some kind of paranormal vacuum. Oh, you
would get to buy one or two ever so often. Pol-
linator geeks like myself kind of have an inner
circle, if you see an agastache for sale, send an
alert or pick me one up just in case I never get
the chance again. Now with the number one
plant brand obviously putting some extra effort
toward bees, birds and butterflies with the addi-
tion of almost a dozen agastache varieties, the
future is bright. Regarding Blue Fortune, now
we will all hopefully have the opportunity to
buy some. No longer will it be like searching
for the proverbial four-leafed clover. Our secret
agastache groups can dissolve.

I know there is probably a large group, a
new generation of readers, if you will, that
are asking what in the world is a Blue Fortune
agastache and why would I want one? First
know that it is a perennial, cold hardy from
zones five through nine. The rest of you can
Continued on page 62
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Like a field of dreams this Blue Fortune clump has attracted a Monarch butterfly, bumblebee
and honeybee.
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Blue Fortune agastache shows out in a garden with lantanas, milkweeds and rudbeckias.

Continued from page 61

grow it as an annual. In addition
to the name agastache they also
go by names like anise hyssop and
hummingbird mints.

Blue Fortune has native DNA,
Agastache foeniculum, that was
crossed with one of the best
outsiders from Korea, Agastache
rugosa. The result is a super-
charged perennial that will yield
glorious lavender blue spikes of
blooms all season until it is time
for winter rest. During this long
period of bloom, it will bring
in all sorts of bees, butterflies,
and hummingbirds. Then to add
to your deadheading quandary,
consider that birds like American
Goldfinches may come to eat the
seeds. They are at my house. It
is a one-stop habitat café with a
treasure trove of food, none of
which is on Bambi’s menu.

As far as landscape aesthetics
are concerned, the two-foot-tall
clump of blue fragrant flower
spikes create excitement in the
garden with their texture. You
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may actually think there is sound
associated with the flowers as
it will be the hum of bees. The
blue color partners well with all
other colors of agastaches, and
other prized pollinator plants like
Truffula Pink gomphrena, Rockin
salvias and Luscious lantanas.

The Garden Guy does well
with Blue Fortune even though
I am a little sun challenged. In
full blazing sun the blooms and
performance are even better. Good
drainage is essential for a spring
return as wet winter boggy soil
will give you problems.

Those of you who are culinary
specialists will love the oppor-
tunities of using Blue Fortune
agastache or anise hyssop in the
kitchen. Honey producers consid-
er anise hyssop honey to be among
the finest. Pollinator lovers, our
future looks bright, with a mega
brand taking agastache to a new
level. Follow me on Facebook
@NormanWinterTheGardenGuy
for more photos and garden in-
spiration.(;

As the seeds mature, the American Goldfinches sweep in for their chance
at the menu. (Photos courtesy Norman Winter)




SERVICES

CALL 940-872-5922 TO PLACE YOURS

— Greosote Lumher —

Great For Trailer Flooring, Arcnas,
Stalls And Beautiful entry ways
1/4 Rounds 8-16' Long
We also have a huge selection of:
Oak Red Cedar » Pecan = Some Mesquite
We offer trailer floor installation and
delivery, same day delivery and
installation is available! Call:
833/843-1856
Or Call Or Text:
940/659-8329

1856 Mercantile Lumber Go.

We are located on the south side of
|-20 at Exit 373 in Gordon, Texas.

M&M Trailer Service, LLC

Authorized dealer for Shelby Trailer Flooring

=01 B . eAlternative to Wood!
= (=) s eStanding X-Lug Cleated Pattern
«Custom Cutto Length
=Will NEVER Rot
™  «100% Recycled Material

These boards completely
replace a wood floor.

SuSsS
TRAILER FLOORIN®

580-658-6510

166494 Heffington Rd., Marlow, OK

We also offer
tongue and groove & flat boards

BEAVERS

DOZER & LAND MANAGEMENT lll}

I:‘,!ﬁ SHANE BEAVERS ; \_
940-841-3400 54 1
Dams * Skid Steer/Forest Mulching * Fill Dirt
Fence Line Clearing » Brush Clearing » Grubbing
House Pads » Roads * Pond Clean Out » Recreation Lakes
Wildlife & Land Improvements * Prescribed Burning
Prescribed Burn Planning * Fire Line Construction
Wildlife Food Plots » Wildfire Structure Protection Plan
Licensed Texas Certified Prescribed Burn Manager
(insured & bonded)

sebeavers @earthlink.net

» HOUSE PAD
» PONDS 3
« CLEAR LOTS i§
* LEVEL LOTS §
* ROADS

« DOZER WORK

« DELIVER FILL

MUALL TYPES OF
Call When Quality Counts!

940-627-6868

", FM 51 South (5 miles south of Decatur).

HAULING & EXC

O scar Zerfal
940—704—9682

WEeEDs = BRUSH ?léAETus + WHEAT
LiQuin/DRy APPLICATION
CATTLE PENNING
HoG/CovoTe ERADICATION
Deer SurvEeys « Long Line WoORK
ADVANCED HELICOPTER TRAINING

HAIEEE B RO

‘:Ill\_" 1G S EHVIEES '|
800 E. Olive, Holllday,TX 76366
Lar us eyte cure of all your frdlbesr, sprying dnel Firming resds
. Fertilizer Sales and Application
. Herbicide/Pesticide Sales and Application
. Custom Farming (Plowing/Sowing/Hay Baling/etc.)
. Liquid Feed
« Grain Hauling

940-592-5861

IOWA PARK, TX

investment one acre at a time"

CENTRAL CUSTOM AG AVIATION we

PRESCRIBED
BURNING

The most ECONOMICAL tool in
your land management toof box!

Control Burning « Prescribed Burn Planning
Wildlife & Land Improvements
Wild Life Food Plots = Fire Line Construction
Wild Fire Structure Protection Plan
Fuel Reduction Plan
Licensed Texas Certified Prescribed Bum Manager {insured & bonded)

BERVERS DOZER & LAND MANAGEMENT LLG
SHANE BERVERS 940-841-3100
sebeavars @earthlink.nat
WWW BEAVERSDOZERSERVICE  COM

ﬂll[lﬁll!] & Repairs ¢ FﬂE Esnmates

940.7133.8809

Call Kathy at 940-872-5922

to place your service ad!
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AUCTION

GRAHAM LIVESTOCK - Sale every
Monday at noon. We receive cattle
seven days a week. Call 940-549-0078
for more information or visit www.

lgrahamlivestock.comn.

MCALESTER UNION STOCKYARDS
Regular sale every Tuesday. 10 a.m.
Calves & Yearlings. 6 p.m. Cows & Bulls.
918-423-2834. mcalesterstockyards.
com

OKLAHOMA NATIONAL
STOCKYARDS-Serving our producers
for over 100 years. Top prices on your
cattle. With 9 commission firms to serve

you better! 405-235-8675.

TULSA STOCKYARDS - Sale
every Monday at 9 a.m. Visit www.
[tulsastockyards.coml for more
information.

AUTO

2020 FORD F-250 STX 4X4 - 6.2
V8 gas, auto, A/C, tilt, cruise, power
windows, locks & mirrors, 10K miles.
#D20410. Call Mangum Auto Sales for
price, 580-252-0441.

2018 CHEVY 2500 4X4-6.0 V8 gas,
auto, A/C, power windows, locks &
mirrors, tilt, cruise. #195907. Call for
Price. Call Mangum Auto Sales for price,
580-252-0441, or stop by 4275, N. Hwy
81, Duncan, OK 73533.

2018 CHEVY 2500 4X4 - 6.0 V8 gas,
auto, A/C, tilt, cruise, power windows &
locks. #271994. .Call Call Mangum Auto
Sales for price, 580-252-0441.
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2017 FORD F-250 4X4 - 6.2 V8 gas,
auto, A/C, tilt, cruise, power windows,
locks & mirrors. #F13090. $39,995.
Call Mangum Auto Sales for price, 580-
252-0441, or stop by 4275, N. Hwy 81,
Duncan, OK 73533.

EMPLOYMENT

POST OAK MEDIA is seeking
driven ad sales professionals who
possess a passion for the market
to sell advertising solutions in the
Wichita Falls/Lawton area. The duties
include: Develop and cultivate leads
in multiple categories, persuasively
articulate Post Oak Media's offerings,
to clients and prospects via in-
person sales meetings, telephone
sales and email, and meet monthly
revenue goals as outlined in weekly
sales meetings. Skills you need
include: Motivation, passion and a
proactive approach, tenacity and
drive to generate record-breaking
revenue, proven ability to effectively
multitask, and the ability to thrive
in a dynamic deadline driven, rapidly
changing environment. What you'll
get: Post Oak Media offers an
attractive compensation package
including a competitive base salary
and commission plan. Insurance
light package included. Holiday pay
and mileage reimbursement. If you
meet the qualifications, submit your
resume to kayla@postoakmedia.
net.

FEED & HAY

BAMMANN HAY & TRUCKING
INC. - Aubrey, TX. Alfalfa and alfalfa
grass mix in large and small squares.
Available by bale or semi load. Denton
County award-winning grass hay in
small squares and round bales. Call
Brian at 217-737-7737. tfe

FOR SALE

SADDLES FOR SALE - 2 High Dulley
Martins. 1 High Dully McCall and

assorted tack. 903-738-4390. 10p

DIAMOND W CORRALS-Made of 3”
x 2” 14 gauge rectangle tubing. Gates
add to the ease of movement. Equipped
with lights and a 2: ball hitch and
jack. Burlington Welding, LLC, 1101
Industrical Blvd, Cherokee, OK. 580-
596-3381.

FOR SALE - fresh shelled and cleaned
purple hull and cream peas. Pinto beans
10 1bs $38.00. Please leave message. 580-
276-5644. 10p

E%oBo

& Steel Sales

Where REAL Cattlemen Shop

BE SMART WHEN INVESTING IN
A HAY TRAILER - Do you bale 100
bales or 10,000? Do your bales weigh 500
Ibs. or 2500 1bs.? Do you haul them 1 mile
or 100 miles? From one to twenty-seven
bales at once GoBob has the RIGHT self-
unloading hay trailer for your operation.
Red Rhino Trailers are IN STOCK, CALL
TODAY'! GoBobRanch.coml. 1-844-284-
4208

MORGANLIVESTOCKEQUIPMENT
Loading chutes, crowding tubs, adjustable
alleyways, cattle guards, panel trailers,
pipe feed bunks, heavy gates and bow
gates. 940-872-3093.

HUNTING

LIFETIME DEER BLINDS - Custom
orders welcome. Call Mike Jordan
at 806-781-8726 or visit www.
lifetimedeerblinds.com. 10-12p
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LIVESTOCK

WAGYU - The perfect heifer bull and
add MARBLING to your calves which
will grade prime. Never have to pull
a calf from a cow bred to our Wagyu
bulls. Talk to us about premiums paid
on Wagyu calves. Healthy high value
meat. Registered fullblood bulls for
sale $6,000 and up. Heifers limited
availability. Walker Cattle Company,
Valley View, TX 614-563-1051 or email
texasflavorlady@gmail.com. 09-10p

777 CHAROLAIS RANCH - Bulls for
sale. Large selection of Commander
bloodline. Also large round hay bales for
sale. Call Jim Lemons 580-276-8052 or
Bud Lemons 580-276-7534. 10-12p

SWINT CHAROLAIS

Josh Swint

940-841-01801 |

FOR SALE - Angus bulls 13-17 months
old. Passed Breeding soundness exam
and ready to turn out. Great shape for
breeding. Rayford Pullen Pullen Angus.
Bellevue TX. 940-841-1510.  06-07nc

REAL ESTATE

CROCKETT RANCH - 354 +/- Acres,
Bowie, Texas. Premier horse & hunting
facility. 7,280 +/- sqft custom home w/
outdoor entertaining spaces, covered
arena w/stalls, apartment & office. Guest
home, covered round pen, loafing sheds,
shop, cattle working pens, dog kennels,
lake stocked with trophy bass, located on
the Chisholm Trail and one of the highest
elevation points in Montague County.
Listing price $5,700,000. Van Baize 940-
366-3407. BufordResources.conl
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LAND SPECIALIST - Bobby Norris,
regional director/agent, Licensed in TX.
Bobby@haydenoutdoors.com. 817-291-
0759. Whether its 5 acres or 5,000 acres
plus, Bobby can help you market or find
he perfect farm/ranch property. Hayden
Outdoors, The Brand That Sells the
Land. www.HaydenOutdoors.com]

JACKSBORO, TX - 127.4 +/- acres.
$700,700. $5,500/acre. Call Van Baize
[940-366-3407 bufordresources.com.

160 ACRES OF AG/HUNTING LAND
- Ideal for hunting, grazing, residential,
or recreation, with easy access to Us 287.
Offers a good balance of trees, pasture,
and two ponds, providing an excellent
habitat for wildlife, including whitetail,
mule deer, & turkey. County road on 4
sides. Rural water & electric available.
County Rd Bb, Childress TX | $416,000.
Dutch & Cheryl Realtors, Keller Williams
Realty. Direct and Text 940-391-9092.
Email: info@texasliving.com.

OLIVER RANCH - 281 acres. DeWitt
County, TX. $1,762,000. Rick Gohmert
361-275-6915, Hayden Outdoors or visit
Hayden|Outdoors.com|

PROSPECT - Nice piece of land located
in the north central portion of Jack
County near Post Oak. The land heavily
wooded, primarily being oaks with
scattered mesquite. The topography is
level to sloping south east. The highest
elevated point is along the road frontage.
This area offers a great build sites with
spectacular views. Electricity and well
water is available. Turner Country
Properties.Call Stephen at 940-636-
7039.

3SRANCH - 316 acres, Red River County,
TX. $2,250,000. Hayden Outdoors Real
Estate. Gabe Webster 817-204-3452.
Iwww.HaydenOutdoors.com

BARNDOMINIUM ON TWO ACRES
- New construction on 2 acres in a nice
area south of Whitesboro and minutes to
Hwy 377. The attractive barndominium
design offers 2,100sf of interior living
space, a large partial wrap around porch,
and a 1,200 square foot insulated garage.
Early July completion. 232 Stiles Rd,
Whitesboro TX | $589,900. Dutch &
Cheryl Realtors, Keller Williams Realty.
Direct and Text 940-391-9092. Email:
info@texasliving.com.

ESTATE BUY OUT - Quick cash for
real estate, antiques, equipment and
livestock. We pay closing cost. Call Josh
Swint at 940-841-0180 or Sue Swint at
940-841-2328. 07-12¢

REIS FARM - Located 2.5 miles north
of Electra, at the NE corner of Old
Lake Road and Brosch Road. The
house consists of 2,045 sf, brick, built
in 2001, 3 bedrooms, 2 bath, 2 car
garage, total electric, chain link fenced
backyard, storm closet in master bath,
new roof installed in 2015, 24’ x 36’
metal workshop built in 2009. There is
85 acres of cultivation, balance being
native pasture both wooded and open,
level to sloping terrain, seasonal creek,
stock pond, no oil production. $675.000.
Turner Country Properties.Call Stephen
at 940-636-7039.

TEXHOMA BIG WATER FARM
- 2,366 acres, Sherman County, TX.
$13,800,000. Rick Gohmert 361-275-
6915 or Stacy Callahan 918-710-0239
www.HaydenOutdoors.com..

SERVICES

AL SALINAS FENCING - All types
of fencing, braces, gates, cattle guards,
livestock shelters, carports, pre-made
braces, Apollo gate openers. 940-577-

0878. [alsalinasfencing.com| 10c
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PARTING SHOT

Summer Time Feels....

By Jelly Cocanougher

The fireworks were beaming as lightning bugs swayed between the tree leaves. They lit up
a small area for a short amount of time, moving from one area to the next as my eyes followed.
St. Augustine grass was between our toes as wide eyes focused in on the bursting light show
above.{7,
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A COMPLETE LINE OF QUALITY FEEDS

YOU CAN DEPEND ON

Find a dealer near you,

MONTAGUE
Berend Brothers
Saint Jo Farm & Ranch

ARCHER
Holliday Feed

CLAY
4-Corners Grocery & Station

COOKE
Smith Feed Store

DENTON

Wheathill Commodities
Krum Farm & Feed Supply
Ponder Feed

Johnson Feed (L'Ville
Pilot Point Feed

JACK
H Brand Feed

NORTH TEXAS
COUNTY DEALERS

ryant

Grain Company, Inc.

PARKER

Aledo Feed & Supply
Horseman'’s Supply
Pilgrim Farm & Ranch

Rhodes & Sons Hay & Feed

www.bryanterain.com

WICHITA
Berend Brothers
The Feed & Garden Store

WISE

Lonesome Dove Feed
Garrett & Garrett

5G Feed

Springtown Feed & Fertilizer

TARRANT

Alejandro Feed Store
Meza & Sons

Jimenez Western Wear
Discount Feed & More
Handley Feed Store
Crossroads Drive-In
Red Barn Feed

Turkey Mountain

YOUNG
J&N Feed & Seed
Berend Brothers

= N
Uigsco

300 N Front St. « Aledo, TX 76008 - 800-441-9782 - info@bryantgrain.com

WWW . NTFRONLINE.COM
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HAYDENOUTDOORS
REAL ESTATE

G U E I T Y

Texhoma Big Water Farm
2,366 Acres » $13,800,000 « Sherman County, TX
Rick Gohmert 361.275.6915 | Stacy Callahan 918.710.0239

Red Wing Dove Winery & Vineyard
79 Acres « $2,500,000 » Hamilton County, TX
Ashley Adams 254.688.0087

Rare Llano River Pecan Farm
58 Acres » $2,650,000 » Kimble County, TX
Rick Gohmert 361.564.8250

316 Acres » $2,250,000 » Red River County, TX
Gabe Webster 817.204.3452

el
W X
s, R
e
y A
Cimarron Valley Ranch Oliver Ranch Hallettsville Olive Grove
45,039 Acres » $45,000,000. « Baca County, CO 281 Acres » $1,762,000. « DeWitt County, TX 78.79 Acres » $1,250,000 » Lavaca County, TX
Dax Hayden 303.619.6774 Rick Gohmert 361.564.8250 Stacy Mueller 512.757.3566

R ¥ -
-

: Ell_( Moimtam Ranch

- "' - -
7,540 Acres » $22,620,000  Cibola County, NM 20 Acre Potential!!! Hallettsville Olive Grove
Greg Liddle 970.946.0374 20 Acres » $989,999 e Ellis Count\f. > 78 Acres » $1,250.000 e Lavaca County. ™

Bobby Norris 817.291.075% Stacy Mueller 512.757.3566

Butch Porter 505.290.7160

866.741.8323 | www.HaydenOutdoors.com


www.haydenoutdoors.com

