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ello readers and welcometo [8
H the October issue of North [§

Texas Farm and Ranch §
magazine. | hope by the time you
read this, cooler temperatures will §
have finally arrived, bringing some 4
relief for our farmers and ranchers. §
As Oscar Wilde said, “And all at i
once, summer collapsedintofall.” Of §
course, thisis Texas, so summer will
probably return at least once or twice,
then collapse into fall again.

As cooler temperatures arrive, so
does the busiest time of year. When
my family is not in the basketball
gym with my two sons or watching my brother-in-law play, my husband and sons are out
in the fields bonding over coyote sightings and rifles, while more often than not I am left
at home with a blonde curly headed little girl....at least for now. It will be no time before
the little daddy’ s girl is trumping aong behind her father and brothers. In between all the
excitement, the cattle and kids must be fed, and the holidays will soon arrive, offering up
time with loved ones and a chance to remember what is truly important.

As busy as my life gets, I’'m not sure it will ever compare to the eventful times of this
month’s profile. College football player, Marine, salesman, wildcatter, cattle and horse
rancher, professional television and movie actor and team penner - that is not alist of the
careers of multiple individuals, but the accomplishments of a single man by the name of
Ken Farmer. These careersonly led him to histrue passion, when at the age of 69, he found
his calling as anovelist.

Alsoin thisissue, Jelly Cocanougher begins her new column, and this month’s topic is
dove hunting. Pepper Stewart gets us in the mood for Halloween by providing his take on
spirits. Turn the pagesto read about fall calving, arodeo funny man who brought a 60-year
career full circle, the importance of everyday life, sunflowers, the Texas Polled Hereford
gueen, atrue Texas musician, caring for boar goats, weed control, the Texas High School
Rodeo Association state champion saddle bronc rider and stink bait hot pockets - yep, you
read that right. Our contributors are full of great things this issue and | can’'t wait for you
to read.

For more NTFR visit our website at www.NTFRonline.com where you can subscribe to
an online edition. To subscribe by mail call 940-872-5922. Make sureto like our Facebook
page and follow us on Instagram and Twitter.

Wishing you all the best this October.

DPani Blackburn, editer

ON THE COVER

Ken Farmer flashes a smile for the camera at his home in Gainesville, where he has been
spinning out best-selling novels for alimost a decade. Prior to becoming a bestselling author,
Farmer served his country as a Marine, played college football, was a true wildcatter, owned
a ranch and discovered his love for acting when he landed the role for a Dairy Queen
commercial introducing the BeltBuster. The commercial led to a 40-plus year career in
front of the camera, where his talent for storytelling was apparent, a gift he continues to
use in his writing. (Photo by Dani Blackburn)
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TWITTER FEED

Morth Texas Fair & Rodeo &0 R-A ]

What a might u of Eﬂ“ﬂ We rocked qur %-W‘Q?
b t night and sang along with and

oan us tomorTow for the final night! We've got Bull Blowout finals plus Tracy
Brice

The North Texas Fair and Rodeo provided two Weeks of fun, including
the night Pat Green rocked the stage. Follow North Texas Fair and
Rodeo on Facebook and Twitter as they begin preparations for the
2020 event.

FACEBOOK WALL

# Walls Productions i with Shelly Mowery
- ¢ 2T 2l J5EPM QD

A big “Thank You" to North Texas Farm & Ranch '.1.1ga:|":e for using
my photos for fan Shelly )
Several ather photes | had taken for the story are on the inside pages C:\
W 10 see the full story in the néw August Bsue. You can
gwan subsoribe to the onking adition for free with email The aditors
and writers at NTFR magazine are great 1o work with and are excellent
journalists, They are |.;:.s anale about their magazine, the subjects they

publish and tk

ong of

thelr August cover, from the feature sigr Mowe
tiranlng Cor

delivery

e readers qwers they serve

AN Ebr Sharrid

We would like to thank Lindsey Walls for her kind words, and for play-
ing such a big role in the August issue of NTFR featuring her longtime
friend, Shelly Mowery. We look forward to seeing what the future holds
for both of these wonderful women.

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM
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MOSSY OAK.
PROPERTIES
OF TEXAS

m"m McLEMOHRE

LAND & HOME REALTY GROUP
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MEANWHILE BACK AT THE RANCH

By Rayford Pullen |

ate August and early Sep-
L tember rains allowed usto

get our discing done, our
ground packed and our ryegrass
seed and fertilizer broadcast.

Now all we need is moisture
and good growing conditions the
next few weeks and our fall and
winter grazing will be made, but
when you're farming outdoors
anything can happen but sincewe
dowearerequired to be optimists,
which we are, and hopefully we
will have at least somewhat nor-
mal or above normal moisture.
Let’s keep our fingers crossed and
our optimism high for theweather
and our pastures.

Fall calving is underway here
at Pullen Angusand in addition to
our fall calving cows we have 40
first calf heifers shelling out calves
like clockwork. Bred to our low
birthweight bullsand having heif-
ersweighing about 1,000 pounds,
wedon’'t expect any problems, but
we do check them twice a day to
be on the safe side.

If you're wanting a good set
of foundation cows to build a
herd around, this group of heifers
will do thetrick. These heifersall
bred early and will calve in about
a six week window. If you're
interested, just give usacall, text
or send us an e-mail.

Since we have both a fall and
a spring calving herd, we are in
the process of weaning our spring
born calves. If you can fence line
wean your calves, you will reduce
stress on the calves and have alot
less sickness.

It really doesn’'t take anet wire
fenceto dothis, but it doesrequire
a decent fence. This allows the
cows and calvesto actually touch
each other, and after about three
to four days, the cows will begin
towander away fromtheir calves,
and the calves will wander away

10 | OCTOBER 2019
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(Photo courtesy Rayford Pullen)

fromthefence, and lifeisgood for
both groups.

You cannot put them back in
the same pasture for a while or
they will begin nursing. Like your
kids, this is a huge step for them
not having mom looking over
them and not quite sure what they
can or cannot do.

If you areretaining your calves
to run on winter pasture, now isa
greattimeto givetheir initial set of
vaccinations for the various vira
diseases, blackleg again and de-
worm. Normally the viral disease
vaccines will need to be boosted
(repeated) in two to three weeks.
That’ swhat we do and have been
getting along with this program
for many years.

On calves we cannot fence
line wean, we will give them an
internasal vaccine for the viral
complex using a product called
Enforce 3. Thiswill provide about
six weeks of immunity and it goes
to work immediately. The first six

rcpullen@yahoo.com

[5. o o  )

Let’s keep our fingers crossed and our optimism high for the weather and our pastures in the coming weeks.

weeks after weaning is the time
these cattle are most susceptible
to getting sick and thiseven works
great if you aregoingto buy cattle
toturn out thisfall. You still need
to give the modified live vaccines
mentioned above, but this will
buy you a little time to get these
cattle straightened out in the first
45 days.

Having calves not getting sick
and not requiring antibiotic treat-
ment isone of the biggest concerns
of our customers. Whatever we
candotoadd valueto our calvesis
important, but it also isimportant
to do our best to keep them from
getting sick for our buyers.

Whether you have a short
load or a truck load, finding or
getting to know potential buyers
and letting them know what you
are doing to reduce stress and the
vaccinations you are giving, will
make them glad to get them and
hopefully give a premium over
what calves with unknown vac-

o el

! . o

cinations and handling receive.
It alsoisinthe best interest of the
entire beef cattle business to do
the right things for ourselves and
our customers.

WEe're about six weeks away
from our first frost of the year
(Nov.15) inour neck of thewoods.
If you feed lots of hay but have
lots of standing forage when the
first freeze occurs, the forage will
maintainits nutritional quality for
about two to three weeks.

That will put you into De-
cember before you will need to
supplement protein, and if you still
have pretty good standing forage,
supplementing protein for the next
two to three weeks will get you
into January before you need to
feed hay. Whilethiswill not work
for thosewithlittle or noforage, it
may be something to consider as
wetry to keep our overhead down
and our profits higher.

It's a wonderful time to be in
the cattle business.

NTFR
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400 South Main- Frederick, OK
580-335-2185 *» boxinc.us
Same Day UPS or USPS shipments
Your trailer, farm supply and gift headguarters for over 60 years.
“*Ladies it's worth the drive to the Gift Department**

T S G P dtio. s e
START SA VING r" . Proud supparter of the WRCA
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A cowman’'s Best Friend at Calving Time! [EXHSENRCIETANE
| -

| L

Alvin Haan, SD - "This calf catcher has
been a godsend. | can send my kids out to
tag calves and not have to worry. | am really
impressed! Wished | would have gotten one
years ago as it is a very good investment. |
give it an A++ scorel”

Brett Swope, TX - *l am very happy with my
calf catcher as it is a very good product. Have
processed a number of calves that | would

have never been able to get to because of

Watch Action Video at Terry Hinton, MS - I like my calf catcher

SafetyZonecalfCatchers.com very well. It saves lives and doctor bills.

For local dealers or to order, call 877-505-0914 today! Planning to purchase a second calf catcher
DEALER INQUIRY INVITED yet this year”
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Chutes Panels & Gates Boar Buster
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. - i - "t T

ety Fast Growing| I‘Easu Calving
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NTFR contributor Annette Bridges recently ventured overseas to
visit the beautiful country of Scotland. While there, she snapped

some photos of what agriculture looks like in the United Kingdom’s
northernmost country. Pictured is a Scotland sheep farm.
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Max1m1ze Your Herds Potentlal

12% All Season
314, 3/8, & 5/32

14% Cattlemen’s
3/4, 3/8, & 5/32
Hi Energy Breeder 20%
3/4 & 3/8

Big Mac Breeder 20%
34

20% Natural Breeder
314 & 3/8 B

1-800.722-8106

www.bigvfeeds.com

EXELUSIVELY 5 Bl s DEALERD

;; MATURAL
2 ¥ un

.—-— ‘| : __.. -

iGH ENERGY
' m.'muumi

CountryVetNaturals.com

Naw and. Naﬁzra[ /

Because you asked for it, Country Vet™ Naturals has expanded to include grain free
optuons. Made here in the US.A.. our pet food comes in cight varietics without
adding corn, soy or wheat. And, when you want to treat your dog, don’t forget
Country Vet™ Naturals Quick Bite Cookies in oatmeal cranberry and new grin free
bacen blucberry. For every life stage of your cat or dog its Country Vet™ Naturals,
Iick up ar your nearby store today!
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ARL GHOS1S

There are many people
who believein supernat-
ural, paranormal, ghosts
and spirits. Are you one of
those? Have you personally had
an experience with something
you couldn’t explain?

Many religions are based
on it with massive followings
worldwide of spiritsand beings
they’ve never seen but fully
submit to daily. What kind of
spiritsare out there? Only good
and evil or are there additiona
onesin the mix? In my youth |
watched plenty of the Twilight
Zoneepisodesand it alwaysgot
my mind spinning.

Tales of ghosts and spirits
have been around since the
beginning of time in folk lore,
bedtime stories and campfire
tales. My thoughts on the sub-
ject are similar to a wasp nest:
if you poke at it you just might
get stung. Same with poking at
spirits: if you get ahold of oneit
might not bewhat you expected.
I’ ve seen the exorcist.

My wife is a believer, but
I"'m skeptic and we often travel
to places to stay in the haunted
rooms and tour active sites. We
take along a bag of paranormal
investigation equipment hoping
to capture someactivity, butit’s
not been easy. For those active
paranormal places, it just so
happens the night we are there
the ghosts are out for the night
or on vacation.

Depending on where you
are, here is a short list of the

16 | OCTOBER 2019

By Pepper Stewart

most active haunted places we
have visited:

- Miss Molly’s & Stonehouse
Hotel in the Stockyards Fort
Worth, Texas.

- Haunted Hill House in Min-
eral Wells, Texas.

- Excelsior Housein Jefferson,
Texas.

- The Tudor Rose Hotel in
Gloucestershire England.

- The Black Horse Pub in
Pluckley England.

- Kytelers Inn in Kilkenny
Ireland.

-J-.r_--‘

REALLY AMON

Some say it's just your mind
playing tricks on you while oth-
ersfully believe we are not alone
on this earth. |I’ve never had
anything happen to me or seen
any supernatural activity at any
of these haunted locations. I'd
admit it does feel a little creepy
walking around these places,
mainly in the dark, which adds to
the unknown.

Being in the dark, it's easy for
your mind to wander and para-
noiato kick in. I ve often thought
“Why does it have to be night-

T — — e —

Pepper Stewart

A room in the Excelsior House in Jefferson, Texas. (Photo courtesy Pepper Stewart)

time? Why are the lights off? Do
ghosts and spirits only come out
at night?’

Too often my mind wanders
maybe a little much. Could it
be that I'm trying too hard not
to see anything, or do the spirits
only reach out to those who seek
them? There is possibly a spirit
right behind you reading along
with you.

Some of you have had some-
thing happen you couldn’t explain,
so tell usabout it. I'd like to hear
your story.

NTFR



Diamond @“‘Ca rrals

Expansion in the
Diamond W Corral Family!

# Made of 3" x 2* 14

+ Multiple gates add to
the ease of movement

* Equipped with lights &
a 2” ball hitch and jack

Patent Panding
# Dual wheel axle, provides smooth pull at

highway speed

.

Burlington Welding, LLC
1101 Industrial Bivd, Cherokee, OK 73728
(980) 596-3381

7 A, S

EXTREMELY

BUILT 'STRONG, BUILT TO LAST

www.diamondwcorrals.com

DECATUR BOWIENORTHWEST
PROPANE» PROPANE»

Anyone can deliver propane...We deliver service

Bowie Butane, Decatur Propane & Northwest Propane have teamed up to
provide you with better service and new customizable delivery programs

@&» Propane Tank & Propane
System Installations

@@®» Propane System Inspections
& Repairs

@®» Hassle Free Auto Fill
Monitored Tank Programs

@®» New Construction & Builder

Program Discounts i k)l s s 1 o s ;Ef_ﬁ‘ftp ;

North Texas Family Owned & Operated Since 1946
Serving Montague, Wise, Jack, Clay, Parker, Tarrant and Denton Counties
509 E. Main St, Decatur » DBPropane.com * Bowie 940-872-2266 * Decatur 940-627-3188
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l@'rlh!a l’hl 'al ImlLivesto.ok.

Commission LLC
Sale EVERY Monday 12 noon

940-549-0078
.. L

We receive cattle 7 days a week!!

For information to consign cattle, please call:
Danny Hardin » 940-550-8109
Jackie Bishop, Manager = 940-550-5977
Ronnie Hardin =« 940-521-2158

mmmm@mmmmmmm

WWW: graham!westack com

Fi. Worth

Drnllzs

101 N. Hwy 156
Justin, TX 76247

For the BES'T Prices around on these GREA'T
3 brands and more..

“"" - F ]
4 Wrangler

Prices subject to change

Weatherford
Truck Equipment

Gooseneck Hitch | FifthWheels | Flatbeds
Truck Accessories | Service Bodies
Fuel Tanks | Dump Body

-

Fold down Hitches & Stand Up Balls available

j!! 2 TRAILER

AT HITCHES,
817.594.2299 . ceii: 817.597.8150
3392 Mineral Wells Highway

Supplying Premium Truck Accessories & Equipment Since 1397!

9

.Visit our 4 Stores in _Justin
Monday-Saturday
9am-6pm
or Shop us online @
JustinDiscountBoots.com

.
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LAND MARKET REPORT

AUGUST 2019 RURAL LAND SALES

This summer has proven to be an odd year for land sales in North Texas and Southern Oklahoma. While August is typi-
cally avery slow month for closings, this August proved to be very sporadic. While Montague County had zero transac-
tions close, Wise County had a much busier month than in 2018. Title companies are reporting that month-to-date for
September has been non-stop closings, indicative of a very busy August for writing contracts. As we enter into fall, we can
expect an increase in calls and showings for rural properties for various reasons: tax advantages, recreational use and increased
production property.

Thereisstill theever present demand for recreational tracts and ag production land, which far outweighsthe available supply.
If you are on the fence about selling land, thisis agood time to talk to arural property specialist to see just what your property
might sell for. As we approach the end of the year, thisis a good time to get a reality check on your property value if, for no
other reason, you can update your financial statements.




s with all careers, there
comes atimewhen aper-
son must just step away.

What is different about the
sport of rodeo is for many there
isno stepping away. Many young
athletesget their startinrodeo at a
very young age. Asthey progress
through youth on to junior high
and eventually high school, they
all arelookingto“gopro.” Young
pro athletes approach every day
with a no holds barred approach
and they make every run or ride
with no fear.

Eventually when the broken
bones, aches and pains have got-
ten to be enough, you would think
a person would walk away from
a sport. In other major league
sports, once an athlete is done
you will occasionally seethemin
advertisements endorsing abrand
or promoting a product, but when
they make their exit from the
sport it is permanent. There are
the occasional cases in which the
player movesto the coaching side
of things but those are rare.

However, in rodeo it is as
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By Phillip Kitts

much of alifestyleasitisasport.
It is not uncommon to see world
champion rodeo athletes coaching,
judging or working in media. At
the minimum you will often go to
various arenas around the nation
and see several well-known rodeo
athletesjust attending therodeo to
support the sport.

From the non-athletic side of
rodeo there are tons of people
who join the lifestyle of rodeo by
performing duties as barrel men,
funny men and numerous other
jobs that are very significant to the
sport of rodeo.

The rodeo funny man is most
likely one of the greatly appreci-
ated but under celebrated posi-
tions in rodeo. Many people do
not relate the high demand and
unique stress a funny man must
work under. Yes, their primary
job is to tell jokes and perform
acts to entertain the crowd as the
rodeo transitions from one event
to another, but they also have other
very important tasks. Have you
ever noticed when a competitor
isinjured in the arena the funny

man quickly springsinto action to
remove the focus of the activities
in the arena to himself?

Not only do they draw the at-
tention away, but they also are
charged with keeping the energy
high during the rodeo and being
able to control the emotion of
the crowd through humor after
unfortunate events. This is a lot
of burden to carry, but there are
many funny men out there who
have mastered the task.

Four years ago, our team pro-
vided coverage of a rodeo in
Sikeston, Mo., a rodeo that has
been making ameteoricrisetothe
top of therodeosin America. This
massive climb can very well be
credited to an amazing committee,
agreat setting and sometop-notch
rodeo entertainment.

Thisyear in our fourth year of
covering the Sikeston Bootheel
Professional Rodeo CowboysAs-
sociation rodeo, we saw thelegacy
of rodeo entertainment end. This
legacy has been built during many
years and alot of the success can
be connected with one man.

Rick Young started his rodeo
career as a bareback rider out of
the state of Louisiana. His pedi-
gree includes a bachelor’s degree
from Louisiana State University
in animal husbandry, but his real
calling was making people laugh.
His first introduction to be a rodeo
funny man came when he was
asked to step in and tell jokes at
arodeo where the funny man had
not shown up. This influential
moment led to a 60-year career
in pro rodeo entertaining millions
of fans.

In 1969 Rick Y oung made the
choice to take his brand of com-
edy to the rodeo world. He went
on to start booking rodeos in the
professional setting. One of the
first rodeos he booked was then
asmall Jaycee rodeo in Sikeston,
Mo. Like anyone in the rodeo
world, he was not going to turn
down any job that came his way.
So, in 1969 Young made his first
entranceinto the uniquely shaped
rodeo arena.

During all these years without
fail, Rick made hisannual appear-
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ance in Sikeston. In what may be
oneof thelongest running appear-
ances at a rodeo, Mr. Young not
only performed his comedy, but
he aso became a steward for the
sport to the community.

Every passing year you would
see Mr. Young making appear-
ances all across town as well as
taking the timeto sign autographs
and shareamoment with thefans.
Every performance hewould walk
thefencelines shaking handswith
thekidsand addressing the parents
with funny antics and a million-
dollar smile.

Sixty years later on Aug. 10,
2019, Rick Young entered that
same arena for the last time. He
did so, not knowing the grate-
ful community of Sikeston had
planned a proper farewell to a
great man who had made alasting
impact on their town.

Shortly after bareback riding
had ended and before steer wres-
tling could start, the infamous
Boyd Polhamus stopped all activi-
tiesand guided the crowd to watch
the big screen.

During a solid four minutes,
pictures and video of years of
service Rick Young had been a
part of with the pro rodeo and
the community in south east Mis-
souri streamed by. As it came to
its conclusion, one would have
been challenged to find one dry
eye anywhere near the arena.
Even the rough and tough Rick
Young fought back tears of ap-
preciation as he addressed the
crowd one moretimein Sikeston,
Mo. His farewell words were full
of emotion and appreciation but
were summed up with a simple
“thank you.”

Everyone may always remem-
ber achampion’ sname; some may
always have alasting impression
of aperson they connected with at
or near the sport of rodeo.

Not many can say they ac-
complished what Rick Young
did during 60 years: Mr. Young
left an impression on an entire
community and did so for many
generations to come.

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM

A 60-year career came full circle on Aug. 10, 2019, when Rick Young entered the arena that started it all.
(Photos courtesy Phillip Kitts)
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Rick Young entered the arena on Aug. 10, 2019, not knowing the grateful community of Sikeston had planned
a proper farewell to a great man who had made a lasting impact on their town. (Photos by Phillip Kitts)
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Vesicular Stomatitis

t the writing of this article, cases
A of Vesicular Stomatitis (VS) have

been found in Texas, New Mexico,
Colorado, Wyoming and Oklahoma. The last
VS outbreak occurred in 2015. The outbreak
involved eight states, and there were 823
infected premises. The reason for this article
isto alert the public about the disease and the
restrictions placed on incoming livestock from
those four states.

Vesicular stomatitisis a viral disease that
affectsprimarily horsesand cattle. Pigs, sheep,
goats, llamas and al pacas al so can beinfected,
and on rare occasions humans can be infected.
The disease normally occurs in the western
and southwestern United States during the
warmer months of the year and tends to be
seen along waterways. Transmission occurs
by direct contact with infected animals or by
blood feeding insects.

Most animals do not die from this disease,
but the economic losses can be significant in
the lack of milk production and weight loss.
The biggest concern with vesicular stomatitis
is distinguishing it from foot and mouth dis-
ease and swinevesicular disease, both foreign
animal diseases with similar clinical signs.
The only way to distinguish these diseases
is through laboratory tests. Because of this
concern, vesicular stomatitis is a reportable
disease.

Production losses are not the only economic
consequence of VS. There also are economic
losses due to restrictions since VSisan inter-
nationally reportable disease in cattle, swine,
sheep, goats, and cervidae (deer).

During an outbreak, some countries may
elect to restrict imports of animals or prod-
ucts from the United States. Also, states may
impose regulations on interstate travel of live-
stock from infected statesor countieswhereVS
has been diagnosed. Farms or ranches that are
infected with VS are quarantined for 21 days
until after the last infected animal has healed.
It may take several weeks for all the animals
to recover from the disease. This sometimes
resultsin lengthy quarantines.

The disease characteristics include fever
at the onset. The most commonly recognized
sign is excessive salivation or drooling. If

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM

By Barry Whitworth, DVM
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Vesicular Stomatitis primarily affects horses and cattle, although pigs, sheep, goats and more

also can be infected. (Courtesy photo)

the mouth is examined in early stages of the
disease, it will reveal blister likelesionsknown
asvesicles.

Normally the vesicles are not seen be-
cause they have ruptured before the animal
is checked. It is more likely to find ulcers
or erosions of the inner surfaces of the lips,
tongue, dental pad, and gums. Sometimes
crusty lesionscan aso be seen onlips, nostrils,
teats, prepuce, vulva, and coronary bands. Due
to pain and discomfort, animals are reluctant
to eat and drink. Animals may be lame due to

thefeet lesions. The disease normally resolves
in 10 to 14 days.

An official diagnosis of the disease is based
on laboratory testing. The disease cannot be
determined on clinical signsalone.

The reason the disease sporadically occurs
in some years and how it is transmitted is not
known. Insects, anima movement, and me-
chanical transmission probably play apart in
the spread of the disease. Oncein the herd, the
disease moves from animal to animal through
See STOMATITIS page 24
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Stomatitis

contact with the salivaor ruptured
vesicles of an infected animal.

There is no specific treatment
for the disease. Infected animals
are given supportive care such as
soft food, rest, and water.

Veterinarians will attempt to
control pain and treat any second-
ary bacteria infections.

Since no vaccine is available,
prevention begins with a good
biosecurity plan.

Producers should isolate any
newly purchased animals for at
least 30 days before introducing
them to the herd. Any animals
that appear ill should be separated
from the herd and placed in quar-
antine. Also, producers should
control insects.

Any producer that suspects
hisg’her animal(s) have VS should

Continued from page 23

have their animal(s) examined by
aveterinarian. If theveterinarianis
suspicious, he/shewill contact the
state and/or federal animal health
authorities.

Any livestock entering Okla-
homafrom acounty infected with
V'S should go to http://www.oda.
state.ok.us/ais/VesicularStoma-
titis.htm for the latest interstate
requirements.

Producers who would like
moreinformation about VSshould
contact their local veterinarian or
local Oklahoma State University
Extension Educator. Additional
information about VSisavailable
at https://www.aphis.usda.gov/
aphis/ourfocus/animal heal th/an-
imal -disease-information/horse-
disease-information/vs/vesicular-
stomatitis.

EAMIYIOWNEDI&IO RERATED)]

BoyD, TEXAS

(940) 389-7044

24 | OCTOBER 2019

As of August, cases of vesicular stomatitis had been found in Texas,
New Mexico, Colorado, Wyoming and Oklahoma. (Courtesy photo)
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BEAUTIFUL RANCH PROPERTY w/ 57 ACRES, QUIET COUNTRY LIVING with 7 ACRES Brick Home w/ 3
Brick Home w/ 4 Bdrms, 3.5 Baths , Metal Shop, Hay Barn, Bdrms, 2 Ba, Lg. Morton Shop w/ CH&A & Concrete Floors,
Equipment Barn, Working Corrals w/ Head Gate, Flowing 2nd Shop w/ Elec & Concrete Floors, Lg. Equipment Barn

Well Piped into the Pond. Paved Ruad Frun!age 5399,000 with 12 Bays, Many More Amenities. $345,000

CITY BLOCK (2 Acres +-) Brick SHADY OAKS RV PARK AND IMMACULATE HOME w/ 25 ACRES,

Home, 3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, 30X50 CONVENIENT STORE: RV Park has 47 3 Bdrms, 2 Baths, CH&A, Equipment

Shop (Steel Framed) w/Electric & Slots, Store ofters Gas, Groceries and Bait Barn 60X60, Hay Barn 70X50, Corral

Cement Floor, Attached Shed 30x50. Shop, On 9.5 Acres, Close to Arbuckle with Pens, Hay Meadow and Grazing
$182,000 Lake. $499,000 Pasture. $260,000
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PROPERTY BACKS UP TO A LARGE COMMERCIAL PROPERTY- GREAT Bn ACFIES- 2 PDHDB 2 Lg. Dpan areas
LAKE IN THE SUBDIVISION: Brick Homa LOCATION- EASY ACCESS! So Many of grass pastures/eropland. Beautiful

with 3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, 2 Car Possibilities! Could be used as a Wedding setting for a horse or cattle farm. Older
Garage, 2nd Lol has a 2 Car Garage, Chapel, Receplion/Partly venue, Office Spaces home on the property that could be flixed
close to Arbuckle Lake. 5255000 or Retail. Apartmant upstairs. Hwy 7 Road up. Paved Road Frontage. $320,000
Fronlage, $290,000

Cedar Ridge
Real Estate

580-622-3233 « cedarridgerealestate.com

Properties located in South Central Oklahoma
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Sparky: From Kill Pen To Service Career

stars and Everyday Heroes,”

we will meet a sure enough
equine everyday hero named
Sparky.

Sparky is a seven-year-old
registered black and whitetobiano
paint gelding whose registered
name is Chey Sparky Thunder
Junior. Sparky belongs to Ruth
Christensen. Sparky and Ruth
reside in Azle, Texas, along with
Ruth’s other horses, who are bar-
rel racing horses. That was what
Ruth intended Sparky’s career to
be also, but according to Ruth,
God had other ideas.

Now to understand that state-
ment, you haveto know thewhole
Sparky story, so here goes. Three
years ago, Ruth had finished
ground working with a friend's
horse, when out of boredom she
decided to get on Facebook and
look at what horses were in some
of thekill lots.

Ruth admits at the time she
really didn't need another horse,
but she had noticed alarge number
of really nice horses were being
sent to the kill pens around so she
continued to browse those pens
thinking she might pick up some-
thing she could train for barrels
and resell. She aready had three
horses, but couldn’t resist looking
anyway.

Before starting to look at the
websites, she had prayed, aprayer
she admitted was only halfhearted
and not too serious, and told God
she would purchase something
only if there was a young horse
who was a paint who was regis-
tered and had some good blood-
lines. Within about two weeks of
her starting to watch those pages,

I n thisissue of “ Equine Super-
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Ruth Christensen and Sparky. (Photo courtesy Ruth Christensen)

on the page for akill lot in Okla-
homa City, her eyes were drawn
to an undernourished four-year
old black and white paint gelding
who was registered and was Bos-
ton Mac and Versary Bars, who
goesback to Three Barsbreeding.
Ruth could hardly believe she had
actually stumbled onto a horse
that met all the requirements of
her “tossed up” prayer but pro-
ceeded to go through the steps to
purchase him.

She stated she only bought
him at the 11th hour. She finished

processing her paperwork late on
Saturday, and he was due to be
loaded onthekill truck on Sunday
morning. She kept second guess-
ing herself about the pur-chase
because no one seemed to be
showing any interest in him. Now
she realizes that was because he
was supposed to be hers. Because
you must immediately pick up
your purchased horsesor they will
still be loaded out when the truck
arrives, she called a friend who
lived near and asked him to pick
up Sparky for her, which he did.

Within aweek, Ruth made the
trip to the Oklahoma City areato
pick up her new horse. Much to
her surprise, when she arrived to
pick up a horse whose descrip-
tion said he was 14'2" hands,
she found she had purchased a
four-year-old who wasright at 16
hands. So Sparky came to Texas
and went into a quarantined pen
until Ruth was sure he didn’t
have anything he could spread to
her other horses, but Sparky was
healthy, just extremely under-
nourished.

During the time Sparky was
in the quarantine pen, a neighbor
was having a garage sale so Ruth
went out to help set up. Whilethey
were working, a friend and her
son walked up and began to visit.
Shetold Ruth she had been trying
to get her son, who was severely
autistic, to pet ahorse, but he was
terrified of them and asked if he
could pet her horse.

Ruth admitted she wasn't sure
how thiswasgoing to go sincethe
wholetimethey had been talking,
the boy had been running around
theyard screaming and waving his
arms in the air, but she was will-
ing to try so she agreed, and they
started toward the pens.

She knew none of her other
horseswould be agreeablefor this
task so she headed for the pen in
which she was keeping Sparky.
She had managed to get the boy
to stop screaming and waving his
arms asthey walked. Sparky had
noticed they were heading toward
him (remember now, he' slessthan
two weeks in Ruth’s possession).
Hewaked al theway tothefence,
softened hiswhole body, lowered
hishead to the ground and pressed
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his head against the fence. Just as
soon as they reached the fence,
the boy began to scream and wave
his arms again. Sparky did not
move or even flinch. He kept his
head against the fence and waited
until the child was calm again and
allowed him to pet him. As they
walked away, Sparky resumed his
normal stature and demeanor and
Ruth was amazed thinking what
wasto bethishorse’ sjob. Shehad
heard of horsesthat seemed tojust
be ableto read people, but she had
never known one...until now.

Meanwhile, she set about
breaking and training him. It was
just shortly after starting that pro-
cess she redlized he was aready
broke and had a great handle
and easy way of going. In Ruth’s
wordshewaslikeridingina“big
old rocking chair.”

Ruth had been praying for a
way to serve God and work with
kidsand horses, which she had as-
sumed would be in the rodeo and
barrel racing field since that was
her area of experience.

Then a couple of years ago,
a friend asked if she could help
with a special needs girl who was
learning to ride and getting equine
therapy and whose instructor had
moved, leaving thefamily with no
one to work with her. Ruth was
hesitant because she had never
done anything like that before,
but her friend who had asked was
a teacher and had the experience
to help with the special needs
requirements, so together they
made it work.

That is when Ruth met Liana
Alley. At that time, Lianahad her
own horse, an aged mare who took
good care of her, but sadly, this
past winter the mare had gotten
so old and unable to keep going
that it wasjust her time. Ruth told
Liana's parent not to buy another
horse right then because Liana
could use Sparky, and it would
give them time to look for an ap-
propriate replacement.

That turned out to be a match
literally madein heaven. When Li-
anagoes to catch Sparky, he low-
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Liana and Sparky working the barrels. (Photo courtesy Ruth Christensen)

ers his head for her and patiently
waits for her to get the halter on
him. Sometimes her medication
causes her to shake, and it takes
her a while to get the halter on,
but that does not matter to Sparky.
Hewill wait for her no matter how
long it takes and sometimes will
tilt hishead toward her when sheis
having an especially hard time.

When she is ready to mount,
he stands quietly at the mounting
block no matter how long it takes
for her to climb on and get her feet
in the stirrups. Then he calmly
moves out at her request. Hejust
takes care of her.

Liana sdreamistorideinaro-
deo, but that isnot really feasible,
but after working with Liana and
Sparky, Ruth was able to take the
pair toaplayday. Evenamidst the
crazy playday chaos - horses and
kids running in every direction,
Sparky never made a misstep.
Ruth led Sparky into the arena,
turned him around and told Liana

it was up to her, to which Liana
replied, “l can doiit.”

It is important to know Liana
doesn’t liketo go faster than atrot
and we remember Sparky is only
seven. Sheand Sparky went to the
first barrel at a walk, turned it and
excitement kicked in on Liana

Her face beaming, she kicked
Sparky, who trotted to the second
barrel, slowed to awalk and went
around it. With even more excite-
ment over their progress, Liana
urged him to the third, which he
approached at atrot, slowed to a
walk and turned. With mounting
confidence, Liana kicked a little
harder to come home. Ruth said
you could read on Sparky’s face
his question of “lope?’ So he
broke into a lope, but that scared
Liana, so after only two strides
she pulled him up and they trotted
back across the score line, fulfill-
ing ayoung girl’s dream.

Ruth has been working with the
Chisholm Challenge four years,

which is an event during the Fort
Worth Stock show for special
needs individuals, and recently
worked with the Special Olympics
of Texas Equine Event at College
Station. | believe Ruth and Sparky
have truly found their calling and
their ministry, and what better call
could you have than to help these
precious individuals with specia
needs?

This is the kind of story that
should be a movie. A horse is
saved from a horrible death,
young special needs people get to
experienceand enjoy horsesand a
devoted woman finds her ministry
caling. | believeif you have read
this story to here without atear in
your eye, you might need to check
your pulse.

So here is abig Equine Super-
stars salute to Ruth and Sparky.
May your ministry continue for
many years. Until next month
faithful readers...very happy
trails.
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Fguine Sarcoi

Unsightly Skin Lumps and Bumps

coids are the most com-
on cutaneous skin tumor
f horsesthat comein vari-

ous forms with varying degrees
of virulence. Sarcoids are small
gray to cherry red tissue that ap-
pears similar to granul ation tissue
or proud flesh that does not seem
painful and do not spontaneously
regress. These masses range from
a very flat hairless area to very
large raised aggressive forms.
There are actually six forms
or classifications of sarcoids in
horses based on the appearance
and behavior the mass exhibits.
Sarcoids can appear around the
face, eyes, ears, lower limbs, neck,
groin and areas of previousinjury
or wounding.

How Do Sarcoids Form?

Sarcoids are commonly found
more often in younger horses and
Quarter Horses or stock breeds. It
has been found Quarter Horsesare
twiceaslikely to develop sarcoids
compared to thoroughbreds. Re-
search has linked genetic causes
for the development of sarcoids
in certain breeds and the lack of a
particular gene makes other breeds
less susceptible to sarcoidosis. It
also has been discovered close
housing of agroup of donkeysre-
sulted in sarcoids being transmit-
ted to donkeys without sarcoids.
A fly vector of transmission was
believed to lead to the spread of
the sarcoids.

Viral etiologies have been
known for some time to cause
warts and plagues on horses. A
common disease among young
horsesis called papillomatosis, or
grass warts, that form around the
muzzle and face caused by Equine
Papillomavirus. The warts are
commonly self-limiting with the
maturation of the horse and their
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A recently validated method to improve the delivery of the chemotherapy drug in the cells of the tumor is
through electrochemotherapy. (Courtesy photo)

own immune system to eliminate
the disease.

Thisinformation led to further
research that discovered almost
all sarcoid masses contained the
DNA of a virus called Bovine
Papillomavirus.

Horsesdo not devel op diseases
from bovinetypesof papillomavi-
ruses, but rather theviral infection
is nonproductive leading to the
virustoremain latent in the skin of
horses without causing disease.

Itishypothesized traumato the
skin or awound can cause atrigger
event leading to the formation of
sarcoid masses with the help of
thislatent BPV. Papillomaviruses
areknown to cause oncogenic (tu-
mor formation) transformation of
normal tissue into cancer cellsin
many species including humans,
soitislogical to investigateif this
also occursin horses.

Diagnosis

To make a definitive diagnosis
of sarcoidosisin ahorseisto take
abiopsy of the mass and perform
histopathology at alab.

Many times the mass can be
correctly identified based on the
appearance, location, response to
treatments and age of the horse.
Depending on the location of the
mass, it may be possible to fully
remove the mass and submit it to
the lab for evaluation. Thisisim-
portant because excision alone has
a high recurrence rate in several
journal reports.

Masses|ocated around the ears
or eyes are sites where quick and
early diagnoses are needed to be-
gintreatment as early aspossible.
There are some other masses or
growths that can mimic similar
lesions as sarcoid, further making
it important to perform biopsies.

Treatment

There is a plethora of treat-
ment plans, protocols and meth-
ods to treat sarcoids in horses
with awide variation of success,
but no universal treatment plan
has seen overwhelming success.
Many times multiple methods
need to be implemented to treat
the same sarcoid to reach a suc-
cessful outcome. Unfortunately,
these treatments need to be per-
formed multiple times, leading
to frustration by owners and low
compliance to stick to the treat-
ment plan. Although most of these
techniques or treatment protocols
have been validated through sci-
entific research, there are some
methods that are not, so it is hard
to evaluate the successof all of the
available methods. The options
includesurgical excision, laser ab-
lation, cryotherapy, hyperthermia,
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radiotherapy, immunotherapy, in-
tralesional chemotherapy, topical
chemotherapy and brachytherapy.
Other therapies that are used are
herbal topical products, other
chemical infusions such as form-
aldehyde, autol ogous vaccines or
implantations.

Veterinarians often must
choose a treatment method that is
1) tailored to thetype of sarcoid 2)
the locations of the sarcoid 3) the
availability of equipment or prod-
ucts and 4) their comfort level to
use these various methods. Some
of the techniques or equipment
arenot readily availableand come
with varying cost differences per
treatment.

Electrochemother apy

A recently validated method
to improve the delivery of the
chemotherapy drug in the cells
of the tumor is through elec-
trochemotherapy. This electro-
chemotherapy treatment has been
used in humans for severa years

to increase the effectiveness and
uptake of the chemotherapies
locally in tumors of the skin and
other organs. It hasrecently made
itsway into the veterinary market
aswell. The electrical generating
devicepassesavery short interval
of high voltage or current into the
tumor, which changes the perme-
ability of the cancer cells' outer
membrane allowing chemothera-
peutic drugsto enter the cell. The
lesion is injected before the elec-
trical current isdischarged several
timesinto the tumor, and the drug
of choicetotreat sarcoidsiscalled
Cisplatin. Cisplatin disrupts the
DNA of the tumor cells causing
the cells to die, but the delivery
or uptake into the cell is difficult
to achieve alone consistently until
using electrochemotherapy. This
treatment method in one research
paper had successfully destroyed
99.5 percent of the sarcoid tumors
treated using el ectrochemotherapy
and had a nonrecurrence of more
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4 miles South of Wichita Falls on 281

Branson has an extensive line of
compact tractors from 24 to 80 hp

www.bransontractor.com

Sarcoids are the most common cutaneous skin tumor of horses that
come in various forms with varying degrees of virulence. Sarcoids are
small gray to cherry red tissue that appears similar to granulation tissue
or proud flesh that does not seem painful and do not spontaneously

regress. (Courtesy photo)
than four years. The treatment
method isnow availablein equine
referral practicesin Oklahomaand
has been delivering the similar
success that has been reported.
Sarcoids are a frustrating and
cosmetically unsightly skin dis-

[CRAVELY)

ease of horsesthat requiresaggres-
siveand cutting edge treatmentsto
be successful. With newer treat-
ments available and new research
to come, hopefully sarcoids will
be a much more treatable skin
disease of horses.

Made in Billion, Wisconsin = WWW.QFEVEW.GDH’I

IETH )

TRACTOR & IMP .

Wichita Falls, TX = 930-541-2650 * www.viothtractor.com
4 miles South of Wichita Falls on 281

OCTOBER 2019 | 29


http://www.ntfronline.com

JHACH WRIGCHT

MAKING A NAME FOR HIMSELF

There is a new group of saddle bronc
riders on the horizon, and Wright is a
common last name seen in the sport.
Jack Wright, of DeRidder, La., is the newly
crowned Texas High School Rodeo Associa-
tion state champion saddle bronc rider and is
also ranked 11th in the United Professiona
Rodeo Association standings. He grew up
around rodeo and inherited hislove of the sport
from his parents and grandparents.

“My sister and brother also compete, but
I’m the only rough stock rider,” Wright said.
“1 guess my earliest memory is traveling to
rodeos with my mom and dad.”

Hisdad rodebroncsand retired from Profes-
sional Rodeo Cowboys Association competi-
tion when Wright was three years old. When
thekids started school, hisdad did not want to
be gone al the time and went to work for the
Gray Ranch in south Louisiana.

“All of uskids started riding as soon aswe
could hold on. Therewasalittle weekly youth
rodeo about five minutes from our house so
that iswhereweall started competing. | started
sheep riding, then riding calves, then steers,
and started getting on broncs in high school,”
Wright said.

Wright cannot remember atime where he
wanted to be anything other than a cowboy.
Many people may not understand why some-
one would choose one of the more dangerous
rodeo events and willingly get on a bucking
horse, but for Wright, being a saddle bronc
rider is what he has aways loved about the
sport of rodeo.

“1’ve been told it' s the hardest roughstock
event to learn because there are so many com-
ponentslikeyour rein, saddle and balance, but
when it finally comes together, it’s the best
feeling in the world,” Wright explained.

He carried on his family’s winning tradi-
tion at the 2019 THSRA state finals. He won
the saddle bronc riding championship, which
qualified him for the national high school fi-
nals, agoal he has had for along time.

“My national finals didn’t go very well. I
got on some awesome horses and had a great
experience, but it just wasn't my time, and I’'m
okay withthat,” Wright said. “ Thingslikethat
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Jack Wright of DeRidder, La., is the newly crowned Texas High School Rodeo Association state
champion saddle bronc rider. (Photo courtesy Jack Wright)

just prove that there is never a day when you
can quit working.”

Wright has aready tried his hand at pro-
fessional events including UPRA and World
Champions Rodeo Alliance events. It is safe
to say Wright has his sights set on rodeoing
for a living, but first comes obtaining a college
degree. Wright will be a college freshman at
Southwestern Oklahoma State University this
fall and isexcited to add college rodeosto his
already busy schedule.

“My goals are the same as a lot of guys

going. I'd love to win the Resistol Rookie of
the Year, and one day win the world,” Wright
said.

Wright is committed and ready for the
higher ranks and has great supporters behind
him in companies that have invested and be-
lievein what heis doing.

Saddle bronc riding is filled with young,
new talent, and this Louisiana cowboy may
only be 18 years old, but he is one to watch
for. There may just be another Wright in the
professional ranks before long.
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his month, state queens
I from acrossthe nation will
viefor thetitle of National
Hereford Queen at the American
Royal in Kansas City, Mo., earn-
ing the right to wear the all-white
banner for the year to come while
representing the breed they love.

Contestantswill include Texas
own Gracie Oates of Paradise,
who claimed the 2019-2020 Tex-
as Polled Hereford Association
Queen title at the Texas Junior
Hereford State Show in June.

The 17-year-oldisthe daughter
of Leslie and Denise Oates and a
third-generation Polled Hereford
breeder.

“1 remember growing up onthe
farm and going out with my dad
and grandpaasthey were checking
calves. | had a little calf named
Moon, and it is when my passion
for the Polled Hereford industry
started,” recalled Oates.

The queen contest is conducted
by the Texas Poll-Ettes, the Texas
Polled Hereford women’ s organi-
zation. Thegroup of cattlewomen
represent leadership, scholarship,
achievement, hospitality and
Texas Polled Hereford juniors.

For Oates, becoming their
queendidn’t just happen by chance
but is a long-fulfilled dream for the
Paradise High School senior.

“Running for queen hasaways
been adream of mine; itisnot just
another leadership role for me. It
isan opportunity to meet youth of
this industry and leave my mark
as the queens before did for me.
| want to meet and engage with
farmersacrossanindustry that has
taught me so much,” said Oates.

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM

hacie Oates.
Texas Polled Hereford Queen

By Dani Blackburn

Oates’ priorities as Texas
Polled Hereford Association
gueen include starting new tradi-
tions that unite membership and
bringing juniors together to work
asawhole.

“1 hope to work with my roy-
alty team to inspire the younger
generation just beginning their
show career tofollow their dreams
and not to be afraid,” said Oates.
“We need more people in our
corner who care about the agri-
culture lifestyle, and | am certain
the youth in the TIPHA are just
that, along with passionate and
hard-working.”

The Texas Poll-Ettes are be-
hind their new queen and ready to
support Oates in her new role.

“We are excited to work with
Gracie thisyear and look forward
to cheering her on during her
National Hereford Queen pursuit
in October,” said Keely Hamman,
Texas Poll-Ettes president and
royalty chairman.

To become queen, a candidate
is required to interview in front
of a selected panel of judges.
Hamman explained candidates
are asked detailed and extensive
questions to help ensure the can-
didate chosen is well-rounded
and knowledgeable in both her
community and the beef industry.
Candidates are quizzed on their
knowledge of expected progeny
differences and their opinion on
what the most important EPD s,
the current cattle/beef market,
unique marketing characteristics
of Polled Hereford cattle and their
involvement with the community
and organizations.

Gracie Oates of Paradise, Texas, claimed the 2019-2020 Texas Polled
Hereford Association queen title at the Texas Junior Hereford State Show
in June. (Photo courtesy Southern Girl Photography by Julie Horner)

“Itwasareally goodinterview.
| really enjoyed sitting down with
judges and letting them know my
intentions. Therewereavariety of
questions,” said Oates.

As Texas Polled Hereford
Association queen, Oates will be
responsible for helping directors

in the show ring and being theface
of the organization.

“l have to make sure | am
always on time. At the national
show, | always had to be in the
ring even during showmanship
when it was not required, because
See QUEEN page 34

OCTOBER 2019 | 33


http://www.ntfronline.com

Continued from page 33

Queen

| wanted to represent our state to
the best of my ability,” explained
Oates.

The selection process this Oc-
tober for National Hereford Queen
will be similar to the state queen
contest, with candidates filling
out an application, completing an
onlineinterview prior to the main
event and aface-to-faceinterview
with judges during the American
Royal as they evaluate the candi-
dates on their behavior as queens.
Oates a so completed the Masters
of Beef Advocacy program in
preparation for the contest.

If she earns the nationa title,
Oateswill becomethe 11th queen
crowned by the National Hereford
Women.

The National Hereford Women
was founded on Oct. 31, 2009,
by the merging of the American
Hereford Women and the National
Organization of Poll-Ettes.

However, thetradition of white
boots gracing the Hereford show
ring representing the breed, indus-
try representatives and producers
from acrossthe country dates back
much further.

The position of Nationa Her-
eford queen will require similar
responsibilities as her position as
Texas queen, but the travel will
be extensive.

“As national queen you have
to go to Fort Worth, and you just
get to go everywhere. You get to
meet so many more people; how-
ever, | can see how it would be
stressful for me being a freshman
in college, but | think it isagreat
opportunity to still be connected
with the industry after gradua-
tion,” said Oates.

The Texasqueenisno stranger
to time management and juggling
multiple responsibilities. Aside
from being queen, Oates manages
school, and throughout her TIPHA
career, she has participated in
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Gracie Oates (middle) with other royalty crowned this past June, including Sweetheart, Abby Jo Wohleb;
Sweetheart, Kenley Carr; Junior Princess, Rylee Blacksher; Princess, Kaylee Mclnvale; Sweetheart, Katie
Denton and Sweetheart, Zella Williams. (Photo courtesy Show Photos by Katina)

many contests, such asillustrative
speaking, team sales, livestock
judging and shadow showman-
ship.

She has attended the National
Junior Hereford Expo exhibiting
cattle and is currently serving as
a TIPHA director. Oates also is
actively involved in her Future
Farmers of America chapter,
where she has been a chapter of-
ficer for four years.

In2017-18, Oates served asan
Oil Belt District officer and is cur-
rently an Area IV FFA officer.

Through FFA, Oates competes
in public speaking, livestock
judging, radio broadcasting and
many other career and leadership
development events.

Oates explains while time
management is an issue she faces
by being involved in so much,
she has been able to keep up by
assigning days to organizations.

For example, Monday is college
application day aswell asthetime
for practicing FFA speeches, but
the key to successis making sure
the organizations she chooses to
beinvolvedinhold aspecial place
in her heart.

“If you get involved, get in-
volved in something you are pas-
sionate about and have an endless
love for. | guarantee if | were
doing sports or something like
that, | wouldn’t be worried about
managing time or getting more
involved,” laughed Oates.

Oates plans to continue a life
in agriculture as she attends a
four-year university to pursue a
Bachelor of Science degreein ag-
ricultural communications while
continuing to beinvolved with the
breed she loves so much.

“l think growing up around
the Polled Hereford breed gives
everyone a trait you wouldn’t

get showing any other breed of
animal,” said Oates. “The people
you meet and the people you grow
up with arewhat | want my future
family and friends to be involved
inaswell.”

However, for now, Oates is
eager to serve as Texas queen and
explained what the opportunity
means to her is sometimes difficult
to express.

“| cannot put into words what
it meant to me to become queen.
It just meant so much. | knew | got
the opportunity to represent this
industry and leave an impact on
theyouth of thisorganization like
the past queenshaveleft animpact
on me. | cannot wait to get more
involved and leave my impact as
gueen asthe Texasmgjorsroall in,”
said Oates.

To learn more, visit http://tx-
pha.org/poll-ettes/ or follow them
on Facebook and Instagram.
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Estelline, TX Ranch & Hunting Land
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and cooler weather. I really adore this fun, flowy
wrap skirt. There are so many options and ways
towear it like pairing it with thiscute graphic teeand wild
rag. Throw on your favorite belt and boots and scoot on
out the door in style. Find this outfit and more at www.
jessesiewelz.com

Photo credit: Susanna Claire Photography Find all
this and more at www.jessesjewelz.com.
Follow me on Facebook and Instagram.

I I appy fall! I’'m so excited for warm color tones

...JJ~

XOXO,

Jessica Kader
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Southwest FABRICATORS

Hugo, Oklahoma
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Cut Your Overhead, Increase Your Profits
with Round Overhead Storage Bins.
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price for less money!
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{TIETAL SALES INC.

West Highway 82 » Gainesville, TX » 76240
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and Panels

Large Assortment of Hand Tools
T Post Wire & Panels
New and Used Pipe
Tubing and Structural Steel
Trailer Parts
Pocket Knives
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940.665.0336 « 1.800.549.0336

LIGHTS

Damian Hellman | 119 §. Main, Muenster | 940-759-2241
Jeft Hellman | 1211 N. Dixon, Gainesville | 940-665-2121

Custom Feed Mixes  Cubes « Seeds
Chemicals « Animal Heaith e Fertilizer
Custom Spreading- Dry & Liquid Fertilizers
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MUENSTER & GAINESVILLE
www.lonysseedandieed.com

-i-—
CENTRAL

CUSTOM AG AVIATION®

W

Serving Morth Texas and Southern Oklzhoma

040.592.5861 (0) 940.235.5022 (c)
murphreec@diversifiedapps.com

Central Custom Ag Aviation, Inc.
| 509 Rifle Range Road, #28 | lowa Park, Texas 76367

Call us TODAY with your
Range & Pasture needs!

Cody Murphree,
Branch Manager/Pilot
Quality Service, Competitive Prices. Protecting YOUR investment one acre at a time.
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Burst Gherry lomato Savce
with Homemade Pasta

Serves. 4-5
Time: 40 minutes

Hesh pasta
Ingredients:
2 eggs
1 tbsp. water
2 3/4 cups flour
1/2 tsp salt

Directions:

Place eggs, water, flour and salt in mixer
bowl. Attach bowl and flat beater. Turn to
speed 2 and knead two minutes. Remove
dough from bowl and hand knead for one to
two minutes. Let it rest for 20 minutes. Start
boiling water in a pot with salt to cook the
pasta. Divide dough into four pieces before
processing with pasta sheet roller attachment.
Transfer freshly rolled pastainto boiling water
and cook until tender.

Gherry tomato

sauvce

Iingredients:

20-30 ripe cherry tomatoes

1/4 cup olive oil

1clovegarlic

Salt

Pepper

Parmesan cheese

Directions:

Fill a medium sauté pan with olive ail,
cherry tomatoes, garlic, salt and pepper. Cover
pan and let cook on medium until cherries
burst, about 10 minutes. Add parmesan cheese
to taste and combine with cooked pasta, coat-
ing al the noodles. Enjoy.
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Ken Farmer fell in love with acting when he was just 32 years
old. He would go on to star in more than 300 commercials with
roles in many popular movies and television shows during his
40-plus year acting career. (Photo courtesy Ken Farmer)



sion and movie actor and team penner - that is not alist of the careers of multiple individuals, but

the accomplishments of asingle man by the name of Ken Farmer. However, these careersonly led
him to his true passion, when at the age of 69, he found his calling as an author. Since that time, he has
written more than 30 novels that frequently top the Amazon best seller list in the western science fiction
and military action categories.

Not many would be daring enough to begin a new career so late in life, but failure is something that
never crossed Farmer’s mind.

“It was very fulfilling. I am very heavy right brained, and I have a lot of creativity, and it wasn’t going
anywhere after | retired from acting. | was not ahappy camper. | do speaking engagements, and my theme
isusualy ‘it ain’t ever too late,’” explained Farmer. “My daddy used to tell me ‘If you think you can or
think you can’t...you'reright.” It never occurred when | started writing that | would fail at it.”

Farmer has written more than three million words since he began writing. The humorous 78-year-old
makes his home near Gainesville, Texas, where he has been spinning out bestselling novels for nearly a
decade, but hisjourney to success began long before that.

Farmer was born in Kilgore, Texas, the younger of two sonsto Robert Reese and Johnnie Vertis Jolley
Farmer. Robert Reese Farmer was adriller for Shell Oil, and at the time Kilgore was the big boom town.
His father’s career choice meant alot of moving for the family, and as a child he attended 21 schoolsin
seven states. Farmer took a somewhat unique approach to fitting in at new schools.

“You learned to adjust,” said Farmer. “When I was in second grade I figured out I was going to be the
new kid, so I would find out who the school bully was and pick a fight. You win some you lose some, but
you're instantly accepted. | tried being the new kid for a while and that wasn't working, so | learned to
adapt.”

Farmer wrapped up hishigh school education in Gainesvillein 1959 and made hisway to the University
of Oklahomato play football, but he hit a spout of bad luck when he came down with mono and missed
his finals. Around the same time, his best friend from his high school days, Dennie Clark, called and urged
Farmer to join the Marine Corps with him.

“1 thought ‘what theheck’ so | boogied off to the Marines. | did what they call the six-month active duty.
They had a program back then, and you were in the reserve for the next eight years,” explained Farmer.
“Later on, I enrolled in the PLC officer program, but flunked the physical when they found I had fractured
the Atlas, the first vertebrae, in my neck playing football.”

He was close to getting out of the Marines when he received acall from his high school football coach,
Buddy Ryan, who would later become coach of the Philadel phia Eagles and Arizona Cardinals.

Ryan wanted hisformer player to join him at Camp Dale Robertson at L ake of the Pines near Marshall,
Texas, as Water Front Director since he was a certified Water Safety Instructor.

“| said okay and | boogied down to Marshall, and we did the camp; it was a summer camp, very exclu-
sive high dollar summer job,” said Farmer. “At the end of the summer, coach asked where | was going to
college. | told him *Heck, | don’t know coach.” Hetold me he knew the coach at Stephen F. Austin College
and said he would tell him | was coming down and maybe the coach would let me try out.”

Farmer arrived in Nacogdoches on the first day of two-a-days, but the team had already ran a timed
mile with agoal of six minutes to ensure the players were in shape. The newcomer ran his alone, earning
the second-best time of the group at 4:56.

“Coach said, ‘ Okay, go check out your gear and we'll start work.” On the second day, the coach called

See FARMER page 42

Col lege football player, Marine, salesman, wildcatter, cattle and horse rancher, professional televi-
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me into his office. I said, ‘Utho,”” recalled
Farmer. “1 went in and he told me they were
giving me a full ride for the three years of
college | had left on full scholarship. | was a
linebacker, and | loved it.”

Farmer graduated in 1964 with abachelor’s
degree with a double magjor in business and
speech and drama.

“l wasgood at it (speech and drama). Well, |
don’t know if | wasgood, but it waseasy. Piece
of cake. | can get up and talk for four hourson
any subject in the world with the possible ex-
ception of quantum nuclear physics, | can only
do about two hours on that,” laughed Farmer.
“It was improv acting, and | have been aham
al my life. | just loved doing theater.”

After college graduation, Farmer followed
in his dad's footsteps and went to work for
Shell Qil inthe marketing division. After real-
izing he did not see much of a future with the
company, he began selling insurancein Tyler,
Texas, when he was offered a job with IBM
in Sherman. He had much success in sales
with the company, even selling the first word
processer inthe United States but saw the same
writing on the wall — there just wasn’t much
room for growth.

“There were guys who had been there 10
years making nothing more than me. | led
the nation in sales and they rewarded me by
doubling my quota and cutting my territory
in half,” said Farmer. “I thought, ‘ Okay, this
doesn’t make awhole lot of sense.””

It was time for Farmer to step out on his
own, and he became an entrepreneur and genu-
ine wildcatter, founding a drilling company
with his cousin called Texas Western, punch-
ing holes all over west Texas until his cousin
bought him out at the age of 30.

Next up was life as a rancher down in
Henderson County. Farmer began raising
registered Beefmaster cattle and quarter horses
for the next 15 years. However, along the way
at the age of 32, Farmer found himself at the
Kim Dawson modeling agency in Dallas with
his girlfriend, who was amodel.

“1 would go into the agency with her some-
timesin my blue jeans, boots and cowboy hat.
Kim, the agent, would come out and say ‘Y ou
haveagreat |ook; | could get youalot of work.’
| would look around at all the pictures of the
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Ken Farmer received a full scholarship to play football at Stephen F. Austin College in Nacog-
doches. (Photo courtesy Ken Farmer)

guys on the wall and say ‘Eh, I don’t think I fit

"

into your program, but golly thanks anyway,
laughed Farmer.

The agent didn’t give up, and one day
Farmer walked into the agency and was asked
if he rode horses.

“l told her *Yeah, I've been thrown off
one or two, yes ma am.” She said they didn’t
have anyone in the agency who could ride. |
looked around at the picsagain and said ‘| can
believe that,’” said Farmer. “She explained
they needed to send someone to represent the
agency for a Dairy Queen audition. | still had

not told her | had a degree in theater. | didn’t
have any pics, but she said that didn’t matter,
they would take aPolaroid. | agreed and asked
where she wanted me to go.”

Farmer was hired by the director for the part
introducing the Dairy Queen BeltBuster, still
a staple item on the menu today.

“Two hig patties, one big bun, takes areal
Texan to finish one,” said Farmer in the same
voice used in that first commercial.

“1 got to the commercial set and they had
me on ahorse my grandmacould haveridden,”
See FARMER page 44
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HOMES ON ACREAGE AND HORSE PROPERTIES FOR SALE
AROUND THE NORTHERN AREAS OF THE DFW METROPLEX

50 ACRE EQUESTRIAN ESTATE

In a georgous elevated setting, this striking property
features a 4,500sf luxury home with pool, an
awesome 16-stall heated show barn, a 10-stall shed
row barn with pipe runs, outdoor arena and a 50x70
storage bldg w/ 2 apartments near Lake Ray Roberts
9538 Wilson Rd, Pilot Point TX 52,250,000

HOME, SHOP & BARN ON 10.7 ACRES

HORSE RANCH WITH LARGE ARENA

This impeccably maintained 38-Acre horse ranch
features a 125X250 covered arena, nice 3,300sf main
home with pool, 12-stall show barn and duplex, all
enhanced by a prime location that offers convenient
accessibility to Dallas, major highways and airports.
8400 Fishtrap Rd, Crossroads (Aubrey) TX 52,595,000

CUSTOM HOME ON 32 ACRES

This eye-catching property pretty much has it all! Set
on 10.7 acres, it includes a nice 2,6005F 4BR custom
home, inground pool, a detached 2nd garage, a
30x50 insulated workshop, 4-stall horse barn with
pipe runs, riding arena and a large fenced pasture.

110 Fm2450, Krum TX $649,900

Stunning 32-acre estate offers a 4,600sf brick &
stone high-end custom home with an in-ground
pool, stocked pond, fenced pastures, an insulated
workshop and 4 horse stalls. Plenty of room to add a
2nd home, barn & arena. Less acreage available,
140 Bones Chapel, Whitesboro TX 51,249,000

SEE MORE DETAILS AND OTHER PROPERTIES AT WWW.TEXASLIVING.COM

dutchandcherylrealtors
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Ken Farmer (Deputy Kyle) and Kevin Costner on the set of “Silverado.”

Ken Farmer and Gene Hackman in “Uncommon Valor.” (Photos courtesy Ken Farmer)
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recalled Farmer. “I made about $1,700 that
day, and | thought if they are going to pay me
this kind of money to sit on ahorse and eat a
hamburger, | can do this.”

Theactor quit counting commercialsat 300,
which included a commercia for Wolf Brand
Chili that made a nine-year run and included
Farmer and his own horse, Scooter de Gold, a
grandson of Doc Bar. Heal so appeared for other
name brands such as Good Y ear, McDona d's,
Coca Cola, Pepsi and humerous big-name au-
tomobile companies.

Hismovie career began with arolealongside
Robert Fuller, who also makes his home in
Cooke County, in apilot caled “ Jake' s Way”
as a bad guy. Farmer would go on to act in
television shows and movies for the next 40
years, with partsin “ Silverado,” “Uncommon
Vdor,” “Split Image,” “Friday Night Lights,”
“Dallas,” “Walker, Texas Ranger” and “Gen-
eral Hospital.” A full list of his work can be
found on www.imdb.com.

“1 never played a character similar to me. |
usually like the opposite kind of thing. | guess
the bad guy was alittle similar to me because
| am sort of a smart alec,” said Farmer. “My
favorite part was probably the main bad guy in
“Another Pair of Aces’ with Willie (Nelson)
and Kris (Kristofferson).”

During that time, he made the moveto Cali-
fornia, but at the age of 55, Farmer decided he
had ‘his belly full of California’ and chose to
retire. His accountant informed him there was
land available in Cooke County, and Farmer
and hishorsesmoved back to Texas on 54 acres
in Woodbine, east of Gainesville.

“1 had taken the horses out to California,
which saved my sanity,” recalled Farmer.

His best friend was his horse, Scooter de
Gold, who he birthed, and then 30 years later
would hold as he passed.

“1 think | cried for about a full month, still
do on occasion when | think about him,” said
Farmer.

The horse could be found following behind
Farmer without alead when leaving rodeo are-
nas and loading up in trailers by himself.

The actor became a professional team
penner, taking part in the Ben Johnson Cel ebrity

See FARMER page 46
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&% Ken Farmer alongside the ‘real’ Bone
and Loraine/Maria, who the charac-
ters were modeled after.

Ken Rarmer at a recent e at the
Western Heroes of Autism he-__ I
catur,/Texas. (Courtesy p
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Rodeos and other charity events.

“Asacelebrity | got invited to
do the Ben Johnson. They asked
me if | rode, and | did, and | had
worked cattle most of my life.
When | found out about thisevent
called penning, | thought it looked
like fun. I went to the finals twice
upin Enid,” said Farmer.

Along the way, Farmer also
wrote afew screenplays.

“Every actor in the world will
look at a screenplay and question
“Who wrote this crap? | can write
better than this.’ | started writ-
ing some stuff. Comedian Leslie
Jordan had written a play called
“Rockabilly Baby” and | asked
him if | could write a screenplay
out of it,” said Farmer.

His many successful roles in
life gave him the perfect back-
ground for telling stories. In 2008,
fate stepped in when Farmer
walked into Lone Star Shooting
Supply in Gainesville and met the
owner, Buck Stienke, who knew
Farmer had been in show biz and
written afew screenplays. Stienke
asked Farmer to send him some of
his work.

“1t took me amost two months
to get him one because | had writ-
ten 20 to 30, but I finally brought
him a couple,” said Farmer.

One of those screen plays in-
cluded “ Rockabilly Baby,” which
takes a fictional look at the birth
of rock and roll in the 1950s with
alead character that isacross be-
tween Elvisand Jerry Lee Lewis,
an actor Farmer wrote from Jor-
dan’s stage play. After reading it,
Stienke asked how much it would
cost to produce. Farmer gave him
anumber, and Stienke' s response
was, ‘Let’'smakeit.’

By thistime, Farmer had been
teaching acting, as well as voice-
over and writing workshops, for
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10 years, even writing a book
“ActingisStorytelling” asaclass-
room book for his students, which
they referred to astheir bible. The
movie “Rockabilly Baby” was
cast completely from his acting
classand produced in Gainesville.
Farmer called up his good friend
Jim Roberson, whom he had met
whileworking on“High Mountain
Rangers’ with Robert Conrad, and
asked him to cometo Texasto be
the director of photography. The
moviewas shot with three cameras
simultaneously.

“We filmed it in 457 setups,
which is every time you change
the lights and move the camera,
in 12 dayswith one outtake,” said
Farmer. “That’s when you screw
up and have to do it again. One.
Count ‘em...one.”

After wrapping, the movie
went to Los Angeles for editing
and color correction, and went on
towin Audience Favorite, aswell
asBest Actor for thelead, Denton
Everett, at the Trail Dance Movie
Festival in Duncan, Okla., and
third in drama at the World Film
Fest in Houston.

Another friend Farmer knew
from theMarine Corpscalled him
up one day and asked for him to
turn his novel into a screenplay.
Farmer and Stienke agreed but
were a bit shocked when they
received a 732-page novel. How-
ever, they managed, and 12 weeks
|ater the novel was converted to a
screenplay —and it is still making
the rounds at Disney.

“When we finished the screen-
play Buck and | looked at each
other and said, ‘ Heck we can write
anovel.” Three months later, we
finished “Black Eagle Force: Eye
of the Storm,” a military action
sort,” said Farmer. “ Think Clancy
and Dale Brown.”

r 8 WL

Ken Farmer atop his horse, Two-Eyed Tippy, at a Team Penning in Coto
de Caza, Calif. (Photo courtesy Ken Farmer)

The pair found a publisher but
ittook closeto ayear for the novel
to be released.

“We said ‘Well, this sucks.’
We had already had a company
that produced amovie, sowereal-
izedif wehad avehicleto produce
movies, we could publish books,
too. While we were waiting on
the other company to publish the
first novel, we wrote three more,”
said Farmer.

The novels included another
“Black Eagle Force” novel called
“Sacred Mountain,” as well as a
screenplay Farmer had written in
1988 called “The Nations’ they
turned into a novel. It tells the
story of the Indian nationswith the
|lead character of Bass Reeves, the
first black United States marshal

west of the Mississippi. Appointed
by Judge | saac Parker, the hanging
judge, he served for 32 yearsasa
deputy marshal and executed more
than 3,000 felony warrantsin the
Indian nations — a third of the
9,000 total issued by Parker.

“A lot of peoplebelieve Reeves
was the inspiration for the fictional
character of the “Lone Ranger,”
including me. He never had awar-
rant he didn't serve, and nobody
had written about this guy,” ex-
claimed Farmer. “You'll remem-
ber when the L one Ranger would
hand out silver bullets to people
that helped him, Bass Reeves
would give out silver dollars.”

“The Nations” would go on to
win the Laramie Award for Best
Classic Western in 2014 and was
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one of three finalists for the Acad-
emy of Western Artists Elmer
Kelton Awards—Western Fiction
and the second in the “Nations”
series, “Haunted Falls” would
win the Laramie Award for Best
Action Western.

Eight more novelswerewritten
with Reeves as the lead protago-
nist with much caretaken to facts.
Farmer started writing novels by
himself with “Hell Hole” and
just released novel 13, “Silke
Justice” with number 14, “Silke's
Quest” scheduled for an October
release.

“l1 am very, very factual,” ex-
plained Farmer. | hate watching
most Hollywood westerns. It just
drives me crazy to see tied down
gunsor gunsthat shoot forever and
never have to reload and on, plus
totally incorrect tack. Just things
that aren’t correct.”

Through his research, other
characterswere created, including
charactersinspired by Brushy Bill

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM

Raoberts, who claimed to be Billy
the Kid and afemale character by
the name of F.M. Miller.

“l do detailed research; | am
very particular in that. | came
across a Deputy U.S. Marshal
F.M. Miller who had a piece writ-
ten in the Fort Smith Elevator, a
newspaper at the time, on Nov.
6, 1891. Miller was a dashing
brunette of charming manners, a
superb horsewoman and expert
marksman, brave to the verge of
reckless, the only female deputy
marshal to work the Indian na-
tions in the 1800s. The only one,
and again, no one had ever written
about her. What's up with that?
| brought her in and added her,”
said Farmer.

Characters also are based on
people Farmer knows in red life,
such as the character Bone who
was modeled after a 6’8 police
officer, and his partner, Loraine
Rodriguez, modeled after one of
Farmer’s acting students, Vivian

|
|
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Jimenez Hall. She also was the
inspiration for another character,
F-18 and M-600 pilot, Mariainthe
“Black Eagle Force” series.

“1 write what | call faction. |
take facts and blend it with fic-
tion. You get to figure out which
iswhich,” smiled Farmer. “1 will
explain exactly how everything
happened. | write it to the point
you think ‘It could be. Maybe
so.””

When asked if hehasafavorite
character, Farmer replieditistypi-
cally his newest character. Right
now, that character is Silke Justice,
a name from the Latin derivative
of Celia, which meansheavenly, a
female Pinkerton detective.

“I really like strong wom-
en characters, love them,” said
Farmer.

The bookscomein series, with
characters making appearancesin
many of the spinoffs. While each
book stands on its own, they are
al tied together.

“Thecharactersare what make
agreat story. People don’t really
give a darn about the story; they
fall in love with the characters.
That's why | write series: al of
my books have the same char-
acters recurrent, and I'll add one
and just keep thingsgoing. | write
characterseveryone canrelateto,”
said Farmer.

The author also pays special
attention to dialogue in his books,
leaving out unnecessary words
and making conversation flow as
it would in real life. As an actor,
his ability to story tell was often
apparent to the directors and he
was given permission to ad lib
by every single director. The gift
carries over into hiswriting.

“Y oudon’t need pronouns, you
don’t need names, you don’t even
need complete sentences. | hear
the lines and | write them down
because as an actor | became each
character, and each character has
See FARMER page 48
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a different voice. Some are more
educated than others, men talk
different than women and vice
versa. | love the practice behind
the setting of the characters,” said
Farmer.

North Texas becomes the set-
ting for many of his character’s
excursions. A sheriff from Jack
County by the name of Mason
Flynn goesundercover with Fiona
Mae, the name Farmer gave the
character based on F.M. Miller,
and head to Gainesville to a big
horse race to chase a gang. The
characters of Bone and Loraine
head to Possum Kingdom L akefor
afishing trip. They take shelterin a
cave that had ancient Amerindian
petroglyphs, one signifying the
cave was a portal, when a light-
ning storm hits, and when they
come out, the lake is gone. The
two had traveled back in time to
before the creation of the lake.
Through more research, Farmer
discovered at one time one of
the deadliest placesin the United
States, along with Tombstone and
Deadwood, was Delaware Bend
in Cooke County, mostly under
Lake Texoma now. Of course,
that had to make an appearance
in the novels.

“1 write westerns with a tinge
of science fiction (occasionally),
but | want readers to question ‘Is
itreally? | usealot of Amerindian
mysticism, myths and legends,”
explained Farmer.

Westerns came easy to Farmer
who had spent hislifearound hors-
es and cattle, and while many say
the western is dying, the author
thinks the oppositeis true.

“It really got alull, but if you
notice, one of thelast best movies,
“The Revenant,” was western.
The British had Shakespeare, the
French had Moliereand the United
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After a successful 40-plus year career in acting, Ken Farmer found his
true passion as a novelist. (Photo courtesy Ken Farmer)

States, the western. It is unique
in al the world. The stories only
happened over a50-year span, but
itistheromance of it, the cowboy
code, it' sjust something that never
getsold. | get passionate about this
sort of thing,” said Farmer.

However, the charactersarethe
foundation of each of theauthor’s
novels. After creating acharacter,
the story flows from there. Many
writers follow an outline, but
Farmer chooses to create a char-
acter and general storyline, similar
to acting improv — who, what,
where and when, and let the story
flow from there, and sometimes
the story surprises even himself.
Many of the novels end with a
twist that sometimesdoesn’t come
tothe novelist until heiswell over
halfway done with a novel. His
motto is don’t think about it; just
tell the story.

“1 writealot of very emotional
stuff. | wrote one particular scene
in “Haunted Falls’ that took me

three days because | would cry so
hard | couldn’'t see the screen,”
said Farmer. “I figure if I don’t
cry, you won't, and that's what,
to me, telling stories is all about.
| want to put you on the roller-
coaster. | want you laughing, |
want you crying. That’ sentertain-
ment to me. Entertain me. When
| put the book down, | want the
reader to dlide in sideways to the
end and go ‘ Whew. Wow. What a
ride...I wishitwaslonger.” That's
why | turn out a book every three
months,” said Farmer.

Each chapter he completes is
sent to beta readers for proofing,
including a retired English pro-
fessor, Terry D. Heflin, a retired
Marine colonel, Clyde Del oach,
Steinke and Mary Deal, another
best-selling author. Farmer also
creates his own covers, except
for the one used for Silke Justice,
which was created by artist Rush
Coleout of SantaFe, N.M. Farmer
said when he saw the painting she

did, he knew it was perfect.

Farmer still makes appearances
at western events, including the
first annual Western Heroes of
Autism Benefit Rodeo on Oct. 12
in Decatur, Texas, where he will
be joined by Don Quine, Mark
Staggs, Barry Corbin, Burton
Gilliam, Buck Steinke, Dean
Smith and Billy O’Neal. One of
his favorite eventsis the Cowboy
Way Fest in Ardmore.

When asked what he does for
fun and to relax, Farmer quickly
responds “writing.” He emerges
himself in his stories, at one time
writing 7,000 words in one sit-
ting, only slowing down briefly
after a long hospital stint where
he stopped breathing not once, not
twice, but three times — and even
during that time, he still wrote.

“Honestly, and | truly believe
this, if 1 weren't writing during
that time, | would have devel oped
Alzheimer’sor dementia, or some-
thing. | kept my mind working all
the time. Writing is exercise, the
more you write, the better it is.
When you don’t write, you get
stale, rusty. My biggest regret is
that | didn't start sooner,” said
Farmer.

However, the author knows
everything happens in its due
time, and he saysthe samefor his
writing career.

“It was a great experience
having so many careers. | think it
gave me alot of basisfor stories,
because with all those you just
meet a lot of people, but this is
my calling. | enjoy this more than
anything | have ever done,” said
Farmer. “| just enjoy the heck out
of it.”

Visit hiswebsite at kenfarmer-
author.net/bio.html and make sure
to follow him on Facebook for up
to date releases.

NTFR



L3

&Sl{%lﬂ
$50x30x10 | IE l” |

_auxauxmz"ssanv 40x80x{12
40X60X12 - S10461 52x100x 1

__'.'.}_a_l_l for; plc_!ng on.other sizes

Sept/Oct Special
20% OFF 5% OFF ?-PU?LIH: 14

26 GA TRUSSES &
SHEET IRON C PURLIN

5 Bale Hay/Sidekicks$1800
-E: Baie de S|dek|uk 520’?0 !

lh:B Tup Hat Steel Floor Trailer
* Bronco 225 or 255 .
Wn!ding Box 4xd4x2
ui"cl'; Bottle racks 0.~
Vel * ' 2'Singls Reels » 100" 2.Ga. Lna:l

1 “r : -;F"i. -'_-: 2 tinger =500 Gmunﬂ.
580 795 7377 fax: 580.795.7191 5 "
VISIT OUR WEBSITE: WWW.JIMFG.COM e

Ity Wiy (AT © & duii - S i [Pz i i
12' ECONO
Galvanized

Panels
@ $59.95

LT AT

/

ANNNNN NN
-E}}x}}

A T AT A

f

¥
=X
o
[
=

™

=i
o
T

. e
-~ '-."

VUYL

\

; Sterting e D
_ |Installed

OUNCRESALE
2 pc Angle Iron Bale § _ -
Feeder 2

3 pc Angle Iron Bale § ,'ar at 49
Feeder ,"ﬁj"'('d L ’b 'j s 5

.f|.r|

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM OCTOBER 2019 | 49


http://www.ntfronline.com

WHEN A CIT
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By Annette Bridges

Gl

R

lection of photos thinking about fitting ones

to use with my columns. I’ ve found many
pictures from vacations and special occasions
and not so many of everyday life.

I’mwondering if this speaksto the perspec-
tive that our everyday life isn't noteworthy.
My pondering has led to a review of what
everyday life has generally looked like for us
through the years.

When we first married in 1981, I was a
public school teacher. Our home life took on
what some would describe as traditional roles
with my husband doing most of the outside
chores and me doing most of the inside ones
- the typical stuff like cooking meals, doing
laundry and tidying the house.

I "ve been perusing through our 38-year col-
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Annette and her husband Jt{“on a hay delivery. (PTIO courtesy-AnnetteiBridges)
\ 3 - y

The time of year has often determined our
daily routines—at | east the outside onesaround
the ranch. Mornings are about checking, feed-
ing and moving livestock to new pastures.

When we tag team, one opens and shuts
gates while the other drives through. Load-
ing cettle into the trailer and working cattle
to deworm, vaccinate and tag are other team
tasks.

When it comes to hay production, my hus-
band sprays, fertilizes, cuts, rakes and bales.
I have raked before, but my husband is faster
than I am, and he’s pretty picky about the
process so he prefers to do those jobs. | drive
my beloved red tractor when picking up square
balesand atruck when picking up and moving
round bales.

Along the way through the years we did
juggle raising a baby girl, homeschooling and
caregiving other family members, but those
topics are stories for another day.

| must admit it doesn’t surprise me that
we have few photos of our everyday life. I'm
pretty sure | never thought about them as mo-
mentous events. Of course, in our early years
cell phonesdidn’t exist soweweren’t walking
around with a camerain our pockets either.

During my photo browsing, I was amused
by one that was obviously taken by my hus-
band. I’'m not happy. | showed it to my hus-
band to seeif he had any memory about what
impelled him to takeit. He didn't.

| suspect it had something to do with the
fact I was dressed in fence-painting clothes,
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and I’'m quite certain at my obvious youthful
age | would not have wanted my photo taken
wearing such stylish attire. | wish | could say
that expression on my face only happened that
one time in our long marriage, but I suspect that
is not the case. It is, however, the only unhappy
photo | found among thousands.

It did remind me how important it isin a
marriageto remember therewill betimeswhen
wearenot happy or we get upset and angry. By
the same token, that those times will pass into
afaded memory and we can’t even recall what
made us unhappy or mad at the time.

| think turning 60 and having many loved
ones pass away in recent years has made me
reevaluate what’'s most important - even pay
more attention to how | spend my precious
time on this earth.

I do believe the new craze of taking selfies
has significant meaning. I see people recording
their everyday moments and mini milestones.
Selfies are becoming a celebration of the small
thingsin our lives.

I’ ve started capturing such moments like
us delivering hay bales to our customers, and
that, my friends, is reason to celebrate.

Phona: B06-655-3033

325-554-T434
Cell B06-683-4613
Fax: 806-655-T7091 Mobile an
steved axpressscale.com
www.expressscale.com 12t -2

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM

22 ft. length available » CROWELL, TEXAS | 940-256-8339 » 940-655-4911
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The only unhappy photo of a young Annette found among thousands during a recent photo brows-
ing. Her husband claims he doesn’t remember what impelled him to take it, but Annette suspects it
has something to do with the fact she was dressed in fence-painting clothes, and is quite certain at
her youthful age she would not have wanted her photo taken wearing such stylish attire. (Photos
courtesy Annette Bridges)
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perfect escape.
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Owning land is more than an investment. It means
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Ponder, Texas musician Jay Parr has made a career out of imitating
the biggest country star ever - George Strait. (Photo courtesy Shad
Ramsey Photography)

owdy Texas Music
Fans!!
They say imitation

is the greatest form of flattery.
However, when it comes to the top
country music stars, true imitation
can be hard to achieve, but this is
not the case when it comes to a
Texas musician who resides right
here in the Ponder area.

Jay Parr has made a career out
of imitating the biggest country
star ever. His tribute to George
Strait, “The Strait Experience,”
is probably one of the best recre-
ations of the real thing I've ever
seen.

Not only does Jay have the
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sound down, he’s got the look as
well. Most who experience his
showsbeginto believethey’'reac-
tually at a George Strait concert.
This entertainer celebrates all
the great songs and Pure Country
hits we' ve enjoyed for more than
four decades. Like George, he just
stands there and delivers great
country music song after song.
You can check out this great
entertainer Nov.2 in concert in
Gainesville, Texas, at the First
State Bank Center for the Per-
forming Arts. Tickets are at lion-
oftexas.com
You'll beredly glad you did.
Happy Trals...

Dave’s upcoming shows:

October 10-13
Cowboy Symposium, Ruidoso, NM
October 15
Texas State Fair Main Stage, Dallas, TX
October 26
“For the Good Times’ Ray Price
Arlington, TX
Listen to Dave Alexander’s Radio Show
Big Texas Country and Western Swing Show.
www.davealexander .com.
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oy el e ... JSNUTRITION'MATTERS,

BUILDERS
of Wﬂ"l !hnrh‘r:i .. Truae. Sales

We shine above all the rest! 21‘1-93“.1“29
ZER.. TS

WOOD FRAME BUILDINGS OF ALL SIZES A

Shops « Garages « Barns « Equipment Sheds e SR e
QALVANITED COLORED OALVAMITED COLORED ": = A ‘_;- BT Tyt | .
30x30x10 $13,600 $14,600 30x50x10 520,700 $22,000 el it -
30x40x10 S17,000 517,900 30x60x10 524,750 526,350

Inchudes all Labor and Traci and Concrele Slab with Molsture Barrier and Electric Stub.
Seandarnd Docrs (1) 10 Do and (1) Steal Walk-in Door
{Pad dirt may ba sxtra)

L.aguna Madre Traders

20,000 sqft of Rustic Furniture and Unique Décor

0% Financing
Available!

Come Explnre your new favorite store...

3916 US-287 Henrietta, TX 76365 = 940.538.0540

Hours: Mon-5Sat:10am-6pm | Sun:12pm-6pm
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CAring £or Kids

By Mandi Dietz

efore moving to Fort
BWorth from Texarkana,

Rod Arnold didn’t foresee
his future, becoming a special edu-
cation teacher several years ago,
and more recently, experiencing
farm life.

Between manning aschool gar-
den, selling farm-fresh eggs and
spending time with kids, Arnold
helpswork WTX Boer Goatswith
partner John Duvall and a farm
belonging to Duvall and family,
previously of Poolville.

Duvall grew up in the country
with animals, then spent time liv-
ing in the city, but returned to his
roots. Their ever-growing farm off
bustling Interstate 20 and historic
Bankhead Drive naturally echoes
that of his childhood, housing two
Ilamas; a peacock and peahen;
Bourbon Red turkeys, seven dogs;
and chickens; but primarily goats,
specifically registered Dappled,
Paint and Traditional Boers, a
breed advanced in South Africa
for meat production.

Fond of goats, Duvall initiated
the business, knowing he could
keep more goats than cows on
the property. Although they’ve
sold some for food, WTX chose
to raise Boers primarily because
they’re currently popular among
livestock shows. The focus now
isquality over quantity.

Duvall can often be found
watching online goat sales and
made a first trip to San Angelo
to consign theirs plus buck se-
men in a Color Connection event.
With coast-to-coast transportation
available, their kids relocate coun-
trywide. Likewise, they buy.

Similar to other local farms,
fall and soon winter present the
challenge of completing chores
before early sunsets.

56 | OCTOBER 2019

Primarily March and a bit of
October offer a busy birthing
season for the Boers.

Arnold, being a teacher, uti-

lizes spring break for this exciting For more information about
season. Healso invitescoworkers = WTX, please visit WTX Boer
and their kids to the farm during Goats on Facebook and Wtx_
summer. boergoats on Instagram.

NTFR



"BURNS. RANCH
| EST. 1934

The next-generation combine DALHART, TX
built for the next generation 806.884.4740

of farming. MULESHOE, TX
You dan't farm juzt for you. There sre penerations
before you and generations that will come after 806.749.7130

You live up to a legacy az much as you build ane for CHICKASHA. OK

the future. In everything you do and everything you Y. 3 e - i o
make. '.'uu-'rea:ar:tai.erandasleward LT 405.224.5056 W'ﬁN FED: LONG, TERM (JR"I‘LB“‘K

been entrusted to you 5o you con pess it on o your FMRU‘IEW. oK | {; [LAX.IN':] I.I-.ﬁl.ﬁ I.h.

descendents ! CURRENTLYWAYING
The next-generation Gleaner features our new i 3 $] 5/AC FOR NATIVE. $20(1A{ FOR

with unparalleled control, comfort and

convenience. With Rexl-generation powerirain, IMPROVED. $30/AC FOR CULTIVATED.
Smartloaling™ and feeding, the Gleaner 53 Serics \er LL PAY. UPERONT

it the perfect combine ta make your farming legacy

what you want, l’u’mﬁsrﬂm {J‘ll-[_}' ?33_4998
LIVINGSTONMACHINERY.COM | il E e GRAHAMJOHNSON

5638 Acres East of Ryan, Oklahoma. This Southern Jefferson County
ranch 15 one of the largest contiguous ranches tor sale 1in cow country.

This property 15 known for 1ts private lakes, preat hunting along with

fishing and cross fenced pastures for excellent herd management. Travel

AND OMPANY thru the ranch is simplified with gravel roads and cattle guards. Roads
LLC have h'—“—:” built lFlI:'I.I lhclrmn:h to access any part of the ranch quickly
and easily. Rolling native grass prairies and wooded creek bolloms

WE SF,I.], RﬂN(:HEH makes this a dual vse ranch for livestock and recreation.

Mike Faulkner, Broker Manager, Agricultural Land Specialist
P.0O. Box 320, Ringling, OK 73456 | 580-465-3571 | www.turnerlandcompany.com
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Larry Lemons: A Texas
State of Mind

Paradise Main Street
Festival

JULY 4 - SEPT. 22 - DUNCAN, OK

SEPT. 28 « PARADISE

Chisholm Trail Heritage Center,
1000 Chisholm Trail Parkway,
Duncan, OK 73533. Texasaward-
winning artist, Larry Lemons, is
painting new worksfor thisexhibit
at the Chisholm Trail Heritage
Center. This new work, and many
pieces of his current collection
will beavailableto purchase. Bold
colors, big subjects and humor
are signatures of Lemons work.
Lemons, with wife Donna, stay
busy with their Texas Trails Art
Gallery in Nocona, Texas. Www.
onthechisholmtrail.com.

Young County First
Responders BBQ Lunch
and Concert

SEPT. 28 - OLNEY

HDH Pavilion, 841 Hwy. 114 E.,
Olney, Texas 76374. You are in-
vited to come eat and support the
Young County First Responders
at the barbecue lunch from noon
to 2 p.m. at the HDH Pavilion in
Olney on Sept. 28. The lunch is
provided by the Young County
Serving Our Servants, Inc. (YC-
SOS) non profit. Donations will
be accepted. All proceeds go to
aid the Young County First Re-
sponder in the event of death or
injury in the line of duty. Tickets
will be available at the event or
by e-mailing youngcountysos@
gmail.com. Tickets are $10 per
adult and $7 per child, 10 and un-
der. Don’'t miss the Chris Shack-
elford Band and Jake Hooker and
The Outsiders Band benefit con-
cert at the same location, HDH
Pavilion, from 7-10 p.m. The
benefit will raise proceeds to pro-
vide a communication tower for
Y oung County responders. Tick-
ets are $25 per person or $40 per
person. Email youngcountysos@
gmail.com.
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Paradise, TX. Gear up for the an-
nual ParadiseMain Street Festival .
Free to the public. Enjoy vendors,
food trucks, live entertainment,
exhibits, kiddy train and bounce
house, auctions and raffles, vin-
tage camping trailers, quilt show,
baking contest and much, much
more. Fun for the entire family.
Proceeds from donations, spon-
sors and vendor booths benefit the
Paradise Veteran’ sMemorial Park
and the Paradise Museum. Contact
paradisemainstreetfestival @
gmail.com or call 940-859-3691
for moreinformation. Visit www.
paradisehistoricalsociety.net.

Managing Weather-
Related Risk for
Specialty Crops

OCT. 1- ARDMORE, OK

Noble Research Institute Kruse
Auditorium, 2510 Sam Noble
Pkwy., Ardmore, OK 73401. Man-
aging Weather-Related Risk for
Specialty Crops, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
No registration fee. Registration
closes on Sept. 24. Visit www.
noble.or g/events.

Sarah Rodefeld Exhibit

OCT. 1- JAN. 6 - DUNCAN, OK

Chisholm Trail Heritage Center,
1000 Chisholm Trail Parkway,
Duncan, OK 73533. Whether it'sa
pair of deer in the woods of Okla-
homa, or the delicate points of a
snowflake in Wisconsin, Maud
photographer Sarah Rodefeld is
patient and steady as she aims her
lens. Her finished work is proof
of her patience. “Designed by
Nature” featuring the wildlife and
landscape photography of Rode-
feld will exhibtit Oct. 1-Jan. 6 at
the Chisholm Trail Heritage Cen-
ter. www.onthechisholmtrail.
com.

DOG DAYS OF DENTON
OCT. 5 &7

BFA World Select Barrel
Horse Catalog Deadline

26th Annual Dog Days
of Denton

OCT. 1+ GUTHRIE, OK

OCT. 5  DENTON

Lazy E Arena, 9600 Lazy E Drive,
Guthrie, OK 73044. Consign how
for the BFA World Select Barrel
Horse Sale, catalog deadline Oct.
1. Prospects from all incentive
programs accepted. Live web-
cast of sale and demonstration
provided by 321 Auction Video.
Demo at 7 p.m. on Nov. 29, sale
at 6 p.m. on Nov. 21. Held during
the Barrel Futurities of America
World Championship. Call Gary
Lohman at 405-226-0630, email
L ohmanranch@aol.com or visit
wester nheritagesales.com.

First Monday Trade Days

OCT. 4-6c WEATHERFORD

Fort Worth Hwy and Santa Fe Dr.,
Weatherford, TX. Event will be
Oct. 4-6. One of the oldest open-
air markets in the state of Texas.
Hoursare9 am. to 4 p.m. al days.
Visit  ci.weatherford.tx.us/883/
First-Monday-Trade-Days.

North Texas Fairgrounds, 2217
N. Carroll Blvd., Denton, TX. Dog
Days of Denton is celebrating 26
years as Denton’s most original
festival for pooches and their
people. The event is typically on
the first weekend in October and
is free to the public. The event
features arts, crafts, educational
demonstrations, canine talent
contests, entertainment and fun
for the entire family. If imita-
tion is the finest form of flattery,
Dog Days certainly has a strong
legacy. Texas origina event for
and about dogs has frequently
been borrowed from both locally
and state-wide. This unique 26th
annual event is made possible by
event sponsors. For everyone's
safety, all dogs must remain
leashed and owners must provide
proof of current vaccinations.
Ownersareresponsibleand liable
for their pets. www.dentondog-
days.com.
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TURNER COUNTRY
PROPERTIES s

i .
BELL SCOTT RIVER RANCH
The Bell Scott River ranch consist of 1,319.71 Acres with 1.5 miles of Red River Frontage. it is
primarily heavily wooded river boftom with approzimately 35% being fasmland and improved
Bermuda pastures. iImprovements consist of a frame house, workshop, equipment shed, hay barn, 3
sets of oorrals, fended and crods fenced two water wells and electricity, s located between Charlie
Byers with easy sccess from Fidl 171 to Alrport Rd, to Raymond Evans Rd. This is a well rounded

1,319.71 ACRES | CLAY COUNTY

$2,100/Ac

rchgational property. An additional 320 acres of farmland ks available,

FARM » RANCH « LAND
TURNERCOUNTRYFPROPERTIES.COM
STEPHEN TURNER, Listing Agent

940-636-7039
Stephen@urnercountrvproperties.corn

4,401 ACRES | CLAY COUNTY

BRODAY RANCH 2,375/Ac
This is a pristine cattle ranch located in north Texas in Clay County. Open
rolling grass land with hardwood lined creeks, minimal mesquites, good
perimeter and cross fencing, three sets of cattle working pens, two with
scales, adequate surface water throughout, two houses, both in livable
condition, nice workshop on a slab with electricity, horse barn with tack

room, stalls and turn-out pens and an equipment/hay barn, great access to

the ranch and 15 minutes east of Wichita Falls. Owner Finance available.

475.03 ACRES | WICHITA COUNTY

DUCK BILL RIVER FARM
Mice farm with over 3 miles of Wichita river frontage. It's located In Wichita
County 20 minutes west of Wichita Falls. It consists of about 350 acres of
improved Bermuda and Klein grass fields with the ability to flood irrigate. The
remainder is heavily wooded alang the Wichita River and Antelope Creek. The
entire boundary is fenced and the interior is cross fenced. It has public water
and electricity. There ks a Quonset barn with living quarters, hay barn and two
sets of livestock corrals. This is a productive farm with lots of potential

Will Divide & Qwner Finance Available

$2.250/Ac

h = ]
Mhbt,Uu 1:. HILL HUNTING RANCH  $2,450/Ac
This s a prsme turn-key hunting and fishing property located in Clay County,
northwest of Petrolia, it primarily densely wooded with mesquite, scattered open
areas and a haavily woodad creek bisecting the property. It has rolling elévation
changes offering great views. There are 6 ponds, 3 of them we ecenitly bullt with a
max depth of 25 feet, 1 1o 3 acres and were stocked with bass, catfish and crapple.
There are 12 blind and feeder set ups that will convey with the property. Ebectricity &
available.

3,206.82 ACRES | CLAY COUNTY

— —

T ——

RIANGEL T-NORTH DEAN RANCH $1,600/Ac
This ranch i a great catthe and hunting ranch. It's located in western Clay County,
15 minutes northeast of Wichita Falls, The ranch is primarily wooded with young
and mature mesquites, guality nathve grasses, hardwoods located along the
Wichita River which serves as the north boundary. The ranch is cross fenced into

9 pastures, it has 21 stock ponds, well-built metal livestock corrals with scales,
brick ranch house, scale house with living quarters, public water and minerals
available,

TURNER COUNTRY PROPERTIES
AVAILABLE LISTINGS
« S5isk Road Wetlands - 80.56 Acres - Archer Co - 51,850/Ac

« Bymond Wichita River Ranch - 175 Acres - Clay Co - 52,550/ Ac
= Stanfield Place - 100 Acres - Clay Co - $2,750/Ac

= Hammon River Ranch - 1,909.35 Acres - Clay Co - $2,723/Ac
« Sanders Ranch - 52 Acres - Clay Co. - $2,650/Ac

« Casa Del Rio - House + 50 Acres - Wichita Co - 5574,900

« Kincaid Hunting Farm - 250.72 Acres - Wichita - 51,975/Ac

» Last Creek Ranch - 206 Acres - Young Co - 52,375/Ac

MoRE DETAILS AVAILABLE AT TURNERCOUNTRYPROPERTIES.COM




Dennis’
Farm Store

Dennis Smith
320 Bell Pl. - Denton, TX 76209

940/382-1235 - Cell 940/367- 8006

Watch our Facebook page for updates on what is available
and when new shipments arrive.

Plants | Organics | Garden Supplies | Feed | West Feed | Seed

Chemicals | Animal Health | Farm Suppllesﬂl
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

East Texas Fall Frenzy
Horse Sale

Introduction to Land
Stewardship

OCT. 11 - LUFKIN, TX

OCT. 15 « MARIETTA, OK.

George H. Henderson, Jr. Expo
Center, 1200 Ellen Trout Dr.,
Lufkin, TX 75904. East Texas
Fall Frenzy Horse Sale in Lufkin,
presented by Premier Equine
Auction. Oct. 11 sale schedule
will include roping, reiner and
barrel horse demo, cutters will
be shown on cattle or mechanical
cow while selling, Premier Riding
Horse Session selling ropers, rein-
ers, cutters, sorters, penners and
pleasure horses. Consignment fee
is $250 (includes cattle charge),
eight percent commission, no PO
fee. Oct. 12 sale scheduleincludes
Premier Mixed Session, consign-
ment fee is $150, eight percent
commission, no PO fee. No hidden
feesor charges. Auctioneers Steve
Friskup and Wade Shaw, licensed
and bonded. Consignment dead-
line Sept. 5. 337-494-1333, Pre-
mier EquineAuctions.com.

Tarrant County Sheriff’s
Posse Trinity Trail Ride

OCT. 12 « FORT WORTH

Fort Worth Stockyards, Fort
Worth, TX. The TCS Posse repre-
sents the Sheriff’s Office at cer-
emonial events, parades and com-
munity functions, including those
at the Fort Worth Stockyards.
Since 2016, Stockyards Heritage
Development Co. has hosted the
Tarrant County Sheriff’s Posse
at Stockyards Station before they
goonthetrail for afun day of rid-
ing, a Chuck Wagon style lunch,
entertainment and door prizes
given out during lunch. For more
information onrider releaseforms
and rules, visit their website at
tarrantcountysheriffsposse.
com. Check-in begins at 8 a.m.,
ride startsat 9 am. Lunch will be
at Coopers BBQ at noon. Start in
the Stockyards and ride along the
Trinity River.
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Noble Research Institute Coffey
Ranch, 16877 State Hwy. 32,
Marietta, OK 73448. 8:30 a.m. to
noon on Oct. 15 at Noble Institute
Coffey Ranch. No registration fee,
registration closes Oct. 8. This
coursewill provide an understand-
ing of the principles, processes
and tools to effectively imple-
ment |land-stewardship-focused
management strategies on your
operation. The focus will primar-
ily beon applying Aldo Leopold's
five tools to meet stewardship
goalsand objectives. www.noble.
org/events.

Red River BBQ Battle

OCT. 18-19 - VERNON

Wilbarger County Events Center
and Bradley Arena, 301 Wil-
barger, Vernon, TX. If you are a
food coinsure or aself-proclaimed
foodie, then make your way out
Oct. 18-19 to watch the best bar-
becuer’ s battleit out for bragging
rights. 9 am. - 7 p.m. Register
fee is $200 for all four catego-
ries which include brisket, ribs,
chicken and pulled pork. First 15
entriesareentered in adrawing for
a $200 United Supermarket gift
card. Call 940-552-2564.

3rd Annual Burkburnett
Community Fish Fry

OCT. 19 - BURKBURNETT

Community Center, 735 Davy
Dr., Burkburnett, TX 76354,
Community fish fry benefiting the
Meals on Wheels program. Lo-
cal entertainment throughout the
evening and the first annual silent
auction. Local nonprofit organiza-
tion Redneck Culinary Academy
will provide the evening meal,
including all you can eat fried fish
with all the trimmings. $12 at the
door. 6p.m.to8 p.m. Call Vaarie
Maxwell at 940-867-2185.

Ridin’ for the Brand
Cowboy Church Annual
Trade Show

29th Annual Red
Steagall Cowboy
Gathering

OCT. 26 - SANGER

Ridin’ for the Brand Cowboy
Church, 5926 FM 455, Sanger,
TX, 76266. Ridin’ for the Brand
Cowboy Church will host its an-
nual trade show on Oct. 26 from
9am.to4 p.m. A wide variety of
items will be available, including
leather works, jelly, home decor,
wooden furnitureand more. Lunch
will be served by the church. For
more information, call Dr. Roger
Marsh at 940-367-1940 or email
rogerrftbcc@gmail.com. www.
RidinFor TheBrand.org.

Trunk or Treat and
Horse Costume Contest

OCT. 26 - SANGER

Ridin’ for the Brand Cowboy
Church, 5926 FM 455, Sanger,
TX, 76266. Ridin' for the Brand
Cowboy Churchwill host a Trunk
or Treat and Horse Costume Con-
test at 5 p.m. on Oct. 26 in the
arena. All ages welcome. www.
RidinFor TheBrand.org.

Using Grazing to
Manage Wildlife Habitat

OCT. 29 - BURNEYVILLE, OK

Cross Timbers Wildlife Manage-
ment Area, 7761 Stockton Rd.,
Burneyville, OK 73430. 9 am.
to 4 p.m. No registration fee.
Registration closes Oct. 22. Most
people think cattle and wildlife
are incompatible. This is not the
case. When managed correctly,
native rangelands can produce
optimal wildlife habitat and for-
age production for cattle. When
native rangelands are not utilized
or are overutilized, both cattle
and wildlife suffer. Come find
out how you can use cattle, fire
and mechanical means to make
productive rangelands that will
benefit your cattle and wildlife.
www.noble.or g/events

OCT. 25-27 « FORT WORTH

Fort Worth Sockyards National
Historic District, Fort Worth, TX.
Attend the Fort Worth Stockyards
National Historic District for the
Red Steagall Cowboy Gathering
and Western Swing Festival. This
celebration of the nation’ spremier
western heritage event has been
voted ‘Best Gathering and Best
Family Event’ by the readers of
American Cowboy Magazine.
Come enjoy these great events
during the weekend: wagon train
and trail ride from Jacksboro, TX,
exciting ranch rodeo action, chuck
wagon camp and competition,
trappings show, cowboy poetry
and cowboy music, Ranch Cut-
ting Horse Assn. Rodeo Finals,
youth poetry contest, youth fiddle
contest, youth chuck wagon cook-
off, Texas Trail of Fame, Cowboy
Church, Cowboy Gospel Concert,
western swing dances and the
Texas Lone Star Open Live Bid
Calling Contest. Visit www.red-
steagallcowboygathering.com.

Oakwood Cemetery’s
Annual Saints and
Sinners Tour

OCT. 26-27 « FORT WORTH

1701 Grand Ave., Fort Worth,
Texas. One of the best places to
add history to your Halloween
month is Oakwood Cemetery’s
Annual Saint and Sinners Tour.
Guided, walking tours 1-3:30
p.m. You can hear the reenacted
stories of ‘residents’ at the cem-
etery established in 1879 by John
Peter Smith. Other costumed
characters as well as the century
old chapel and casket vaults will
add to your visit. Adults $10.
Students/children $5. Buy tick-
ets at the cemetery gates. Visit
stockyardsmuseum.org or call
817-625-5082.
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With fall approaching and summer nearly ending,

there could not have been better ingredients to the
recipe of opening day.

The illuminated birds broadcast above as they
follow the morning and evening ritual of the sun.
Huntsmen hiding in the brush and against trees
waiting to harvest dove to be eaten as the hours of
darkness awaited festivities. Generations together,
handing down the skillset of amindful predator. The
cook camp sets atop a small hill in the midst of a
freshly rained out pasture line by tress.

Twinkle lights hang from the branches providing
a haven to those who choose to bow their heads to
eat with us. Steak and other find meats provided, to
gain back the strength of the tired searchers.

Dove wrapped in bacon - atraditional delicacy in
September. Dogs waiting underneath the standing
fire in hopes of a piece of dove breast to plummet
to the earth. It’s the little things - that we sometimes
forget to enjoy.

Being beneath the stars in the middle of nowhere.
Minimal light pollution, not knowing where the next
human is aside from the ones that stand with you.
A thing we forget about as soon as we leave the
gates of this pasture.

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM
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( “If 've ever seen magic, it’'s been in

nature. It transports you to a state of mind
where one can be uncaged.”




uskey We Love Dirty Harts!

040-767- 2{}’? 1

PROVIDING WESTERN HATS, CUSTOM MADE HATS,
COMPLETE HAT RESTORATION AND MORE

Largest Selection of Straw Hats in Texoma

In business simee 1976 - Sunwe locotion [or 42 years!
If you're looking for an authentic cowboy hat
aend friendly Texas sevvice, you've come Lo the right place,
Cowboy
Tack Shop

For ALL your roofing needs
“Just Us”

JUSTUS & GO.
ROOFING

All Types of Roofing & Repairs

FREE ESTIMATES
940-592-4237
Tracy Justus » lowa Park, TX

B

Licensed Bonded
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McLemore Flealty Group
“Selling God's Country and the Country Lifestyle”

Mclntyre and Oren Ranch
Unbeligveable scenie ramch w miles of
live water. Hidden just nomh of Hollis,
CR this ranch is o rue must sc¢, nesticd
Détween gorgeous mountain Wops, This

ranch provides w0 much o describe, with

memdows and porgecus rugeed canvens.
funting is exceptional with etk, Mule deer

Whitetail deer, turkey, and Aoudad sheep.

Laxlging i= available and pens

Harmon Co, OK

3 BAR 3 Properties

Several options for sell!
Yanety of sizes and oplons,
from B0 acres 1o 526 acnes.
Hunting/RanchingFarming! Minerals
Negotiahle, Owner Financing
Availahle

Harmel Ranches -

Archer County, TX

Over B67 acres, will divide into
smaller tracts, Owner Financing
Passible! Good Hunting, Ranching
andfor farming. Varéty of options!
Rural Waier and Elecincity available
on most racts!

Huollis, Ha
Co. OK,

1340 Acres
urn Key Hunting & Ranching
Property with Lodging
Horse Creek Ranch offers it all with
rolling terrain, live waler, excellent
Indging, fecders, stands, equipment,

5 acre stocked lake.

330 Acres - Archer Co.
Fantastic oppomunity for outdoor
enthusiast and/or cantleman. Approx,
33 acres culivation. remainder in
native pasture, Casxd tank waler,
rural water meter availahle,
excellent location between Wichita
Falls and Lake Arrowhead!

Other Properties:
477 Sales Road-Boauhifl Custom Home on 3 acrés - Windthaorst TX
117 Acres - Jack Counly | Naw Lishing 220 Acres - Wichila Counly
215 Acre Farm wiHousmg - Archer Coundy | 319 Acres - Baylor County
&0 Acras - Baylor County | 253 Acres - Clay Counly | 201 Acres - Clay Counly

Matt McLemore

- McLemare Really Group

assy Oak Properties of Texas

111 8. Center | Archer Cily, Texas 76351
Cell: 940.781.8475 | Office: 940.574.4888
mmeclemare @ mossyocakproperties.com
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By Tony Dean

Weed Control on Native Rangeland

ould you spray weeds on
Sative rangeland? Thiscan

e a difficult question to an-
swer. Every year brings different
climatic conditionsand adifferent
set of weeds, making the whole
idea of spraying amoving target.

However, the goal of spraying
is to grow more grass. Who can
argue with that? Maybe we can
run a few more head if we keep
the weeds down, but are there
alternativesto spraying chemicals
on the land?

This discussion on weed con-
trol is not intended to be an in-
depth financial analysis of spray-
ing weeds, nor will it give a final
black and whiteanswer. Our goal
hereisto give you some food for
thought in order for you to make
an informed decision.

Thedifferent species of broad-
leaf weeds acrossNorth Texasare
too numerous to mention, but two
of the most notorious on native
rangeland are Western ragweed
and Annual broomweed.

Western ragweed is a peren-
nial that reproduces both by seed
and by slender lateral roots that
grow two to four inches below the
surface. New plantsemerge every
few inches along these lateral
roots enabling Western ragweed
to form large colonies.

Matureragweed can grow from
one foot to two and one-half feet
tall. It is sometimes consumed by
livestock and wildlife when very
small. When mature, the seed
is a source of food for quail. In
his book “Range Plants of North
Central Texas,” Ricky Linex said,
“Even though it is important for
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quail, Western ragweed is a strong
competitive weed that can inhibit
grass growth and forage produc-
tion for livestock.”

Annual broomweed isarobust
bushy annual that normally grows
from a single stem and resembles
a small tree when mature. If the
stem is damaged when young,
multiple stems may grow in its
place. In wet years, these plants
may reach two feet to threefeet in
height and two feet in diameter.

Theseed of Annual broomweed
alsoisanimportant source of food
for quail, but, as in the case with
Western ragweed, broomweed can
become so dense perennia grass
growth is severely reduced.

Gerald Hobson is a Range and
Pasture Specialist for Bayer, and
part of his job is to work with
farmersand ranchersto help them
identify brush and weed species
and decideif controlling weedson
their land fits their plans.

He also teaches CEU classes
to educate these producers on
the do’s and don'’ts of using
pesticides. When asked about
the point in time ranchers should
consider controlling weeds on
rangeland, he said, “Most of the
time this question gets back to
rainfall. When we get good fall
rains, several species of weeds,
including Annual broomweed and
Texas thistle, germinate and form
small rosettes that can survivethe
winter months. Then, if spring
rains come, these plants have a
head start, and this usually means
aheavy summer weed crop. Since
ragweed is a perennial, it can be
a problem most any year, wet or

Western ragweed can spread by lateral roots and can form large colonies
(Photo courtesy Tony Dean)
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dry. So these conditions, in my
opinion, can warrant a rancher
considering spraying weeds.”

Hobson added different weeds
respond to different rainfall pat-
terns, and you really never know
what is going to show up.

When you do have a dominant
weed inapasturethat iscontrolled
at the right time, research shows
every pound of weeds controlled
results in grass production in-
crease of three to four pounds if
moisture is adequate.

“When you are deciding
whether to control weeds or not,
you need to first decide if your
primary interest is livestock or
wildlife. Sure, you can increase
grass production by killing weeds
in a heavy weed year, but there are
consequences,” Ricky Linex, Bi-
ologist for the Natural Resources
Conservation Service stationed at
Weatherford, Texas. Linex said
when asked a similar question.

“When you take out all of the

ragweed and broomweed, you re-
moveamajor food sourcefor quail
and other wildlife, along with a
reduction in vegetation used for
escape cover. Also, green vegeta-
tion like weeds attracts insects,
so removing these plants means
less insects for quail and turkey
chicks.”

“And one more thing,” Linex
said, “When you spray for weeds
like ragweed and broomweed, you
also take out some very important
beneficial forbs, like Engelmann’s
daisy, that are highly palatable for
livestock and also for wildlife. A
low rate of 2, 4-D may only take
out some annual weeds, but a
higher rate of a broader spectrum
herbicide can remove almost all
forbs and even some brush spe-
cies.”

Other factorsto consider:

* Hobson addressed the ques-
tion of killing beneficial forbs by
suggesting when planning weed
control, pick your areas of good

soil and with adequate grass cover
that will respond favorably to the
reduction in weeds. Other areas
and riparian areas can be left un-
sprayed so asto create sanctuaries
for preserving beneficial forbs for
wildlife and livestock.

¢ What about the financial side
of spraying weeds? If a commer-
cial applicator is used, cost can run
$15 per acre or more. Sometimes
we can spray weeds ourselves
and save a little money, but over
roughterrain or areasinfested with
brush, we usually use an aerial
applicator. If cost turns out to be
$15 per acre and we are running a
cow to 15 acres, the cost per cow
is$225. Weed control doneearlier
inthe spring can belessexpensive
than when done later in the year
because less chemical is usu-
aly necessary to control smaller
weeds. If weed control enables us
to run a few more head, then the
cost per cow can go down some.
Any way we look at it, weed

control can be a serious financial
outlay. We should evaluate these
coststo determineif it can pay for
itself. Thisispart of the decision
making process.

* The better we are at grazing
management, the more we can
influence weed production in our
pastures. A thick stand of perenni-
al grass can choke out many weeds
that would otherwise become a
problem. Also, if we can rotate
cattle rapidly through pastures
during early spring months, they
will consume many weedsand can
often reduce weeds to a tolerable
level. Sheep and goats are good at
consuming forbs and brush.

* Mesquite and other brush
can bereduced by aprocesscalled
suppression. Suppression is the
application of aweed spray chemi-
cal to the brush species in late
spring. Usually the mesquitesare
defoliated, then application is re-
peated for at |east two moreyears.
See GRAZING page 69
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Available Now

For more information contact
Jody Hargus

214-797-09589
Jodyhargus@daveperrymiller.com

DAVE PERRY-MILLER
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Available Now

25 Acres, Justin, TX

SPECIALIZING IN PREMIER EQUINE PROPERTIES

» 2261 s5qt (tax) Home w/pool
* 2 Barns & Indoor Arena
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Figcher's

GERMAN SAUSAGE, HAM, BACON, GROCERIES
Beef From Qur Feedlot
TURN NORTH AT RED LIGHT }

Old Waorld
Meat Products

= 3 Varieties
of Sausapge
= Cheeses
= Custom Cuat Meats
= Feod Mill
* Federal Inspected
Processing

= Feed Lot

304 N. Main, Muenster
Get a FREE estimate o (940) 759-4211
Call H??- RN today! Lﬂ& - Open 7 Days a Week ®* Wholesale/Retail

(87 [ www.fischersmeatmarket.com
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HOW MUCH DAMAGE GAN
FLIES ACTUALLY DO?

The negative impact that flies have on
the beef industry, during the summer, is
staggering! Horn flies, alone, cost the beef
industry an estimated $1 billion.

-NEGATIVE IMPACT OF FLIES TO YOUR HERD-

* Flies are a threat to your bottom line.

» Bunching of animals and changes

in grazing patterns-

* Cattle congregate in the driest, dustiest
areas 1o help combat flies. As a result, cattle
overgraze in those areas, and under-utilize
other areas

* Decreased milk production

+ Reduced weight gain and reduced weight of
weaning calves

"‘-l-'hi';:lruue weight'c
Nerease; you pnttom line
Rediic e;thneaﬁ’afgd
-Proven effective'on -
cows, calves,
bulls and even bison

#"‘““‘.iﬂ‘.’.i*.i.‘i.‘..‘*.‘.‘. -

.":‘_r'. r

OUR FOCUS?

We focus our attention on helping ranchers
protect their cattle against flies through
the summer, thus reducing stress, helping
with grazing behaviors and increasing milk
preduction and weight gains.

Happy cows make for happy calves
and happy ranchers!

888.256 5544
www.usalewiscattieollers.com

WE SERVICE WHAT WE SELL!
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A small percentage of mesquites
will likely be killed by the end of
the third year, but you have grown
alot of grassdueto defoliating the
brush and possibly reducing the
weed population.

Although weeds in the pasture
are affected, suppression is not
a good weed control method be-
cause the weeds are usually too
mature at the time of spraying.
It is difficult to do a good job of
spraying brush and weeds at the
sametime.

* When we decide to spray
weeds by aerial application, we
must be 100 percent sureour aerial
applicator knowsexactly whereto
spray on our land. Mistakes that
result in spraying our neighbor’s
land are usually completely by
accident, but are not good for
neighbor relations.

e We must also work with
applicators to be sure herbicide
labels are followed in application,
including environmental factors.

* Some producers elect to have
their pilot fly every other swath
which greatly reduces the cost of
application. This should only be
considered where weeds or brush
are not a critical problem, but
rather in a maintenance situation.

So, the question of whether or
not to spray weeds on rangeland
comes down to what isimportant
to each rancher.

Areyouinterested only ingrass
production, or are other consider-
ations also important to you? We
should be doing our homework so
we are able to make an informed
decision.

It’s your land (or your grass
lease) and you have the right to
make your own decisions.

As long as you don’t harm
anyone else, your property rights
give you the authority to do what
you think isbest. Isn't thisagreat
country? | wouldn’t have it any
other way.

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM

Western ragweed is a perennial forb and can be a problem in a wide range of moisture conditions.

Annual broomweed germinates in the fall when rains are adequate which results in a broomweed crop the
next spring. (Photos courtesy Tony Dean)

OCTOBER 2019 | 69


http://www.ntfronline.com

rowing up | was obsessed
with catfishing; I would
goevery chancel had and

as | was about nine or 10 years
of age, I had a lot of time for it. I
collected several good poles, had
afew secret placesthat | reserved
for just myself, but my buddies,
Jason, Mika, Gary and I had a
spot we went to all the time. It
was a walk, a few miles down to
the Trinity River. There were two
large ponds next to the river that
was a little hidden oasis no one
knew about. We had this place all
to ourselves, or so we thought.
One afternoon we were set up
fishing as usual, pulling in some
small ones ever so often when
an old man standing on the ledge
above us caught my eye. | said
hello and invited him down to fish
with us, told him he could use one
of my poles; | had four of them.
The old man didn’t say a thing,
just turned around, disappearing
from sight. Shortly afterwards |
heard someone coming down the
path, cursing each step. The nar-
row path was covered in switch
grass, bull nettle and a few other
plants that would cut you or poke
you if you were not careful. | was
set up at thefoot of the path where
there was a large bank area with
plenty of room for two or three
people. | was looking back as |
could begin to see the figure of
an adult making his way down
the path, the sun was behind him
revealing only a figure of a tall
slender man wearing a cowboy
hat. As he came closer blocking
out the sun, I saw it was the man
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Stmk Batt Hot Pocket
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Andy Anderson and his group of friends started landing fish left and right with the use of some stink bait.
(Photo courtesy Andy Anderson)

from the ledge. He came down
next to me, introduced himself
as Cecil..

Cecil appeared to be in his
70’s, weather worn and a little
rough around the edges and with
histongue. Hereminded me of the
grandpadescribed in the song sung
by Randy Travis, “He Walked on
Water” white shirt, buttoned to the
neck and al.

Cecil sat on the ledge, hands
on his knees and just watched us
for a while, didn’t say much, just
asked who we were and wherewe
werefrom. We answered hisques-
tions, shared our water and Vienna
Sausages with him and continued
fishing. It was getting late, so we

started packing up, collecting our
trash and offered to help Cecil
back up the hill. We made it up
the hill and started to part ways
when Cecil told us he enjoyed the
time with us and appreciated the
loan of apole. Cecil then said we
were fishing on his land and if we
would clear out the path to make
it easier to get down to the pond,
we could keep fishing there. He
also said we could use histoolsin
the barn, just put them back when
we finished up.

The next day we spent work-
ing on the path, cut the grass and
shrubs back, cleared the rocks and
cut afew stepsinto the side of the
hill like stairs. We even found an

old metal lawn chair we hauled
down the bank for Cecil to sitin.

Cecil would join us from time
to time. Just sit and visit with us,
tell us stories from when he was
a kid. He talked about a lot of
things, from when he used to fish
to help feed his family during the
depression to when he got his first
horse. He taught us to set a rig up,
how to set bait off the bottom and
more. We used any and al bait
we could get our hands on from
the fridges our mothers stocked
regularly. Hot dogs, bacon, bread,
just about anything we could get
as we didn’t have any money to
buy any bait.

One day Jason showed up with
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some ““Strike King, Stink Bait” and
man did it stink. Cecil grabbed the
bag from Jason, opened it up and
took a big whiff of the contents.
Cecil started hacking, gaging and
coughing as he quickly shoved
the stink bait back towards Jason
exclaiming (in proper content for
this article), “That smells horrible,
and if you can’t catch a fish with
that, at least you’ll catch some
flies.” We all giggled and grabbed
achunk of this new stinky bait.
Man, it was awesome; we
started landing fish left and right.
It was a feeding frenzy. Cecil
was laughing at how fast we
were bringing in the fish. He
kept repeating, “If I didn’t see
it, I wouldn’t have believed it.”
About that time Greg yelled out,
“I need help! I got a big one!”
Sure enough, Greg was fighting a
beast, his pole bent over, the drag
was screaming. Just then Greg
slipped and fell. Still holding onto

the pole, he was sliding on his rear
down the bank towards the water.
The grass was so tall and slick it
made a perfect ramp.

Standing in awe, I was frozen
as | watched Greg inch closer to
the water. Just then Cecil yelled
a me to get over there and help
Greg. | shoved the three or four
chunks of bait into the pocket of
my jeans and rushed over to help
Greg. We hauled in what was to
us at the time, the biggest catfish
ever, a real monster. It took three
of usto drag him up the bank and
to Cecil. He was so proud of our
accomplishment. Then, Cecil re-
minded us of the time and that we
had best be getting home. Wewere
having so much fun time slipped
away. We hauled our fish home
where Greg' sdad helped us clean
them. He said the big oneweighed
about 20 pounds.

The next day | went to school.
It wasanormal day with exception

to the bragging of the giant catfish
we caught. No one believed us,
said it didn’t happen. Later that
afternoon we gathered on the play
ground as we usually do, discuss-
ing our plans for going fishing
later and then onto playing some
football. The bell rang signaling
the end of recess and to return
to class.

As I sat in the desk, sweat still
beading on my forehead, an all too
familiar odor began to pierce the
air. Just as I realized what it was, |
reached down grasping the outside
of my pant pocket to find the stink
bait from the day before.

In horror | sat there trying
to convince myself no one else
could smell it, it was just me and
it would be ok.... NOPE! The
girl in front of me turns around
and yells out loud “What’s that
smell? You stink!” Well, it didn’t
take long before the whole class
was in an uproar, laughing at my

misfortune, which yielded new
nicknames such as Stinky Pants
and Puke Buit.

That afternoon we arrived
to the fishing hole to find Cecil
already there waiting on us. As
| walked up with my head low
and my pride in my throat, Cecil
asked what had me down. Well,
Cecil laughed in my face as| told
him what happened. Cecil then
gave some great advice, “Boy,
you’re fishing with the wrong bait
if you're trying to catch a girl. A
kind gesture and silver tongue is
all ya need.” Cecil laughed it off
and told us to get after it, see if we
could catch a bigger one.

With that | learned to never
make astink bait hot pocket again
and to be thankful Greg brought
the head of the catfish to school
the next day in his backpack to
show everyonewho didn’t believe
us, thus diverting the attention off
of me.

A SOLID INVESTMENT
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70 GROW YOUR STOCK.
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It’s in the tub.
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WE EMBROIDER OUR FABRIC
WHILEIT'S STILL FLAT

RODEO HUNTING CAMPING
COLDBEER FISHING BBQ LAKES
FRIDAY NIGHTS HARD WORK
COUNTRY MUSIC SADDLES SLANG
FIREWORKS BASEBALL GAMES
COWBOYS FRIEDCHICKEN GUNS
SPURS HAY RIDES MAMASFOOD
CREEKS PASTURES BIG TRUCKS
FARMS HORSES MUDDING BOOTS
DEL SUR APPAREL S 9 I

Authentically Southern | Use Code "Authentic” to receive 5% off your order on delsurapparel.com
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GARDEN

By Norman Winter | Horticulturist, Author,

tors you would ever expect to give a sunflower, but that has
tl. 11 changed. It’s called Suncredible Yellow, and botanically
speaking it is a Helianthus hybrid and perfect for North Texas.
) ) planted it about three months ago right close to a clump of
e *ﬁin salvias. Amazingly, it has been blooming all summer and

ad ol t1nues to do so, giving no indication its life as an annual will
gto an end. -
his will be a totally new plant product for the gardener, reach-
ing 42-inches tall and around 36-inches wide. The flowers are four
inches wide and produced in abundance, bringing in bees and but-
terflies. Those of you with roaming deer populations will rejoice
that this plant istypically not on the men

It will be reaching garden centers in mass next spring and |
know your first thought will be sunflowers don’t last that long in
the garden, but this will simply not be true with this new breeding
of our loved natlve Helianthus. It will thrive in just about any soil
and will berlvetmg aslong asyou giveit good sunlight. Space your
plants 18 to 24-inches apart.

Suncredible Y ellow will keep blooming whether you deadha

»”

E/erbl ooming and bush habit are not two adj ectives or descrip-

or not. In my garden | have sni them off a couple of tim

Because of their bushy habit t Il excel asthethriller plant in
Suncredible Yellow suflwer produces 4-inch mixed containers or look stu amonoculture plant growing
flowers-all summer. (Pfbto courtesy Nogman - with no partners.

Winter) f - Thelook screams cottage garden but will be simply amazing just
r ™ ) mixed in with perennials and other annuals. Of course, those of you
See GARDEN GUY page 74
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working on a backyard wildlife
habitat will be pleased beyond
your wildest expectations.

The Garden Guy really used a
layered design up a gentle slope.
Inthefront | havethe Rockin Deep
Purple salviaand the Rockin Blue
Suede Shoes. Then going up the
slope is the Suncredible Yellow.
Next is the amazing Summerific
Holy Grail hibiscus. Thelook isa
subtle triadic harmony with blue
salvias, yellow sunflowers and
deep red hibiscus.

It has been scoring very well
in plant trials. Most trials rate on
ascore of 1to 5 with 5 being the
best. In the University of Georgia
trials from June through August,
it has an average of 4.75. It has
seen similar scores in the south.
When you score well above 4 the

consumer can rest assured they
are getting a good ‘ bang for their
buck.’

Asyou cantell fromthelength
of bloom, this native is heat
tolerant and | can testify it has a
strong degree of drought tolerance
as our summer in west Georgia
has creeped into the miserable
category. We celebrate, however,
with colorful flowers.

Onelast thing very worth tout-
ing is this plant’s ahility to give
you cut-flowers for the vase. What
is better than sunflowers, salvias
and zinnias in the summer vase?
It isagreat time to be a gardener
and the new Suncredible Y ellow
Sunflower will give you the green
thumb and a bounty of flowers
too. Follow me on Facebook @
NormanWinterTheGardenGuy.

FENCE PIPE
AND SUPPLIES

23/1B8+27/18*31/12*41/2+51/2+7
DoME CAPS & SPRINGS
SQUARE & RECTANGLE TUBING

ALL TYPES OF STEEL
C-Purlin

SPooLS OF CABLE
ANY LENGTHS FOR FENCING

Rounp BALE Rincs - FEED TROUGHS
CATTLE GUARDS - CREEP FEEDERS
TrAILER PARTS & SUPPLIES - NEW Sucker Rops
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DEALER

FLUSCHE ENTERPRISES INC.

940-759-22032 « SINCE 1942 - MUENSTER, TEXAS
FEl@ NTIN.NET - FLUSCHEENTERPRISES.COM
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Sold Locally By

Flusche Enterprises
Muenster, TX . 940-759-2203
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PRESCRIBED
BURNING

The most ECONOMICAL tool in
your land management tool box!

Controd Burning = Prescribed Burn Planning
Wildlife & Land Improvements
Wild Life Food Plats « Fire Line Construction
Wild Fire Structure Protection Plan
Fuel Reduction Plan
Liconsad Texas Corifad Proscrbsd Bum Manager (Faured & bondad)

BERVERS DOZER & LAND MANAGEMENT LLG
SHAME BEAVERS 940-841-3400
sebaavars @earthlink.net
WWW.BEAVERSDOZERSERVICE.COM
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515 -386-6294

Round Bales -. '

BEAVERS

DOZER & LAND MANAGEMENT LLC
é&.' SHANE BEAVERS ,
&‘1940-341-3400 m

Dams « Skid SteerForest Mulching + Fill Dirt
Fence Line Clearing * Brush Clearing = Grubbing
House Pads + Roads « Pond Clean Out + Recreation Lokes
Wildlife & Land Improvements * Prescribed Burning
Prescribed Bum Planning * Fire Line Construction
Wildlife Food Plots « Wildfire Structure Protection Plan
Licensed Texas Certified Prescribed Burn Managesr
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sebeavers @ earthlink.net

WWW.BEAVERSDOZERSERVICE.COM

OCTOBER 2019 | 75


http://www.ntfronline.com

M&M Trailer Service, LLC

Authorized dealer for Shelby Trailer Flooring

sANemalve o Wood!
-

#«Will NEVER Rt
TH w100 Ricyclod klalorsl

Therie boands complelely
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Wo also ofles
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Sus
TRAILER FLOORING

580-658-6510

166494 Heffington Rd., Marlow, OK

AUCTION

GRAHAM LIVESTOCK - Sale every
Monday at noon. We receive cattle
seven days a week. Call 940-549-0078
for more information or visit www.
grahamlivestock.com.

EMPLOYMENT

NORTH TEXAS FARM & RANCH-
Post Oak Media is looking for an
energetic and professionally minded
person for the position of Advertising
Executive. Previous sales experience
required. The ideal candidate must
be able to multi-task and have
experience in all Microsoft programs.
Compensation based on experience.
Submit your resume to NTFR, P.O.
Box 831, Bowie, TX 76230.
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" FREE ESTIMATES
J- 940.638.3853 | Jason- 940,636.3852

FEED & HAY

BAMMANN HAY & TRUCKING
INC. - Aubrey, TX. Alfalfa and alfalfa
grass mix in large and small squares.
Available by bale or semi load. Denton
County award-winning grass hay in

small squares and round bales. Call
Brian at 217-737-7737. tfc

HAY FOR SALE - Cowboy Bermuda 4x5
round bales. $65/bale. 940-627-2638
12¢

HORSE QUALITY COASTAL HAY
- second cutting, 5x5.5 net wrapped
round bales. No stickers or weeds.
Highly fertilized. Beautiful green color.
Windthorst 940-733-0746. 12-02p

FEED BINS AS LOW AS $4,750-
Heavybilt Manufacturing. Coalgate, OK.
heavybiltmfg.com. 800-807-0012.

HAY FOR SALE - J.D. 5x6 round bales
fertilized coastal and quality hay. Call
940-736-3556. 12¢

EEI 940. 'ﬂﬁ SIH'!I [ ﬂwﬂ 940.735! QEIB
2548 County Road 310 + Muenster, TX 1'5?52
Email: rockhillarmorer&niin.net

FOR SALE

FOR SALE - Fresh shelled and cleaned
purple hull & creamed peas. 10 lbs for
$33. Please leave message. 580-276-
5644. 12p

CATTLEMEN: DO YOU LOOK
FOR MADE IN THE USA?
GoBob offers American made cattle
equipment, fencing, and corral
materials! Materials like pipe, post,
continuous fence panels, barb wire
and t-post. Livestock equipment
like squeeze chutes, alleys, cattle
working systems, and more. Want
to feed over 30% less hay? Scientific
Hay Conservers are back in stock,
order now! We support American
Workers - THEY BUY YOUR BEEF!
Made in the USA, ASK FOR IT.
1-844-284-4208. GoBobRanch.com.
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PREMADE GATES AND
CONTINUOUS FENCE - Large
assortment of hand tools and pocket
knives, T-post, wire and panels, new and
used pipe, GR. 5, 8 and metric tubing and
structural steel and trailer parts. Metal
Sales, Inc. W. Hwy 82, Gainesville, TX.
940-665-0336.

HUNTING

LIFETIME DEER BLINDS - Custom
orders welcome. Call Mike Jordan
at 806-781-8726 or visit www.
07-12p

LIVESTOCK

lifetimedeerblinds.com.

777 CHAROLAIS RANCH - Bulls for
sale. Large selection of Commander
blood line. Call Jim Lemons 580-276-
8052 or Bud Lemons 580-276-7534.
07-12¢

BETTER THAN THE REST, BUY
THE BEST - Swint Charolais. Fast
growing, easy-calving. Gentle, quality,
fertility-tested, virgin bulls. Josh Swint
940-841-0180.

FOR SALE-40 first calf angus pairs
and 40 red spring calving heifers. All
breed to our home raised low birthweight
Angus bulls. Pullen Angus 940-841-1510
Bellevue, TX rcpullen@yahoo.com.
12-01nc

WAGYU - The perfect heifer bull. 10-18
months old. They produce smaller calves
with low birth weight. Save more calves
and make more profit. Wagyu are known
for high marbling and healthy high value
meat. Registered yearling bulls for sale
$2500 - $5000. Walker Cattle Company,
Valley View, TX 614-563-1051 or email
texasflavorlady@gmail.com. 12p

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM

CHAROLAIS HERD BULL FOR
SALE $1000-$1800- Pre bred Charloais
bulls. Fertile, excellent conformation.
Gentle disposition. Springtown. 682-
229-9244. 12¢

ESTATE BUY OUT - Quick cash for
real estate, antiques, equipment and
livestock. We pay closing cost. Call Josh
Swint at 940-841-0180 or Sue Swint at
940-841-2328. 07-12¢

HARD TO FIND-AIl 1-Brand, home
raised, top quality bred heifers. 600 head,
black, black motled faced and red angus
heifers. Weigh approximately 1,150 lbs.
Redgate Ranches. Steve 580-824-3501
Ryan 580-334-0873. Waymoka, OK.
12¢

LOW BIRTH WEIGHT - Angus bulls.
Fertility tested. Two and three years
old. $2,000 and $2,500. You’ll like them.
Rogers Angus. Iowa Park, TX. 940-636-
0646. 12¢

40 REGISTERED ANGUS BULLS
coming 2 year olds. Gentle with lots of
growth and longevity bred in. Pullen
Angus 940-841-1510 Bellevue, TX
rcpullen@yahoo.com. 12-01nc

REAL ESTATE

RURAL PROPERTY SPECIALISTS-
Mossy Oak Properties of Texas.
Crosstimbers Land & Home, 2112 E.
Hwy 82, Gainesville. 940-600-1313.
McLemore Realty Group, 111 South
Center St, Archer City. 940-781-8475.

ACREAGE PROPERTIES - Whether
you want to buy or sell a home in an
acreage neighborhood, a home on land
in a spacious country setting, a property
that’s setup for horses or raw land to
build or play on, we have the area of
knowledge and experience to meet your
needs. Visit www.texasliving.com to
view acreage properties around the area
or contact us directly. Dutch and Cheryl
Realtors. Direct 940-391-9092. Office
940-365-4687.

SPECIALIZING IN PREMIER TEXAS
PROPERTIES-Dave Perry-Miller Real
Estate Farm and Ranch Division. Jody
Hargus 214-797-0989. jodyhargus@
daveperrymiller.com.

GET REAL ESTATE RESULTS-
with Bobby Norris Real Estate. Call
to list your property 817-626-2000 or
browse our available listings at www.
bobbynorris.com.

SHADY OAKS RV PARK AND
CONVENIENT STORE - RV Park
has 47 Slots, Store offers Gas, Groceries
and Bait Shop, On 9.5 Acres, Close to
Arbuckle Lake. $499,000. 580-622-3233.
cedarridgerealestate.com

SERVICES

CALL - for all your farming needs.
Custom round & square hay baling,
plowing, planting, mowing, fencing &

welding. Call 940-255-7012. 12p

AL SALINAS FENCING - All types
of fencing, braces, gates, cattle guards,
livestock shelters, carports, pre-made
braces, Apollo gate openers. 940-577-
0878. alsalinasfencing.com. 12¢

OTTO’S DIRT SERVICE - Pond
design & construction. 1-800-882-3478.
mikeotto@ottosdirtservice.com.

www.ottosdirtservice.com. 03-02p

YOUR AD HERE - Call Kathy at 940-
872-5922 to place your ad.
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PARTING SHOT

It's a hot tamale!

Let’s take a step back and view a moment in time. | blink with furrowed brows, mouth open with dry lips....Wishing | could find my yeti cup | put
down somewhere in this tack barn. It should stand out because it's orange and everything out here is brown. | turned around and spot a tiny
gato wanting some attention. You know it’s going to be a good barn kitty when they want to be petted that young of age. Horse I’'m by is swatting
nasty flies. They always know how to ruin a good time. My dogs, looking at me with great depth. Like they’re trying to use ESP on me while sitting
in the truck. They probably wish they had thumbs so they could text me - that they don’t care about the tiny kitty on the ground, but that they

only wanted to roll in the dirt. 'm no dummy. They always avoid bath time when soap is involved. If it was up to them, a fish grown pond would
suffice. He wasn’t paying attention to all of this, but he didn’t want me to get a picture of the trailer in the background. Hindsight is 20/20. (Photo
and description by Jelly Cocanougher)
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ARCHER
Holliday Feed

CLAY
4-Corners Grocery & Station
Bellevue Feed

COOME
Smith Feed Store

DENTOM

Wheathill Commodities
Krum Farm & Feed Supply
Ponder Feed

Johnson Feed (L'Ville)
Pilot Point Feed

JACK
H Brand Feed
Perrin Feed & Hardware

41 i

K

MONTAGUE
Berend Brothers
Saint Jo Farm & Ranch

PARKER

Aledo Feed & Supply
Horseman's Supply
Pilgrim Farm & Ranch
Rhodes & Sons Hay & Feed
Buds Town

TARRANT

Alejandro Feed Store
Meza & Sons

Jimenez Western Wear
Discount Feed & More
Handley Feed Store
Crossroads Drive-in
Red Barn Feed

Turkey Mountain

A COMPLETE LINE OF QUALITY FEEDS

YOU GAN DEPEND ON

Berend Brothers
The Feed & Garden Store
Wilbarger

WISE

Lonesame Dove Feed
Garrett & Garrett
Kountry Korner

YOUNG
J&N Feed & Seed
Berend Brothers

NORTH TEXAS
COUNTY DEALERS

¢ W

Dimemasd ¥

Find a dealer near you, www.bryantgrain.com
300 N Front St. - Aledo, TXTB008 - 800-441-9782 - info@bryantgrain.com
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