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Our annual sale is in October,

but everyday is a sale day at Cox Ranch, _




MEETING YOUR
NEEDS AS THEY GROW

Every moment of every day. From life-changing events to everyday miracles, we're

here to help you protect the people, places and things that matter most. Call me for
a FREE 360 Review® of your current insurance coverage.

Archer City
940.574.4534

Bowie
940.872.9700
Bridgeport
940.683.8100
Decatur
9406276474

Denton
940 3878572

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM

Gainesville
9406651763

Henrietta

940.538.5663

lowa Park
940,592 2156
Jacksboro
940.567.5574

Lewisville
072.434.0100

Muenster

940.759.4052

Mocona
9408254515

Weatherford
817.594.2111

TEXAS
FARM
BUREAU

1 ?%
AUTO / HOME / LIFE

MARCH 2019 | 3


http://www.ntfronline.com

H\
Lul
t'/

Serving North Texas
for 37 years!

llm
m‘ﬁjii(“ﬁu f'\;l]ﬂhm luIT'ﬂ‘n:

'- ' wfa
oﬁFICE‘ 940564, 5393\ TOLLfREéﬁg 8110 1456 3990
| |CELL: 940/782. 6794 1 | L[ jerrykéetﬁr@gmail com

POBoX 145" 152‘5 Leland SHow. Vvay. s Oinpy Texata 765?4
L WWWG kectuafﬂrlal com , |

| 4|MARCH 2019



NORTH TEXAS FARM & RANCH

NTFR

Volume 7 — Issue 5

STAFF & CONTRIBUTORS

PUBLISHER
J. M. Winter

EDITOR
Dani Blackburn | editor@ntfronline.com

ART DIRECTOR
Kayla Jean Woods | kayla@postoakmedia.net

ADVERTISING EXECUTIVES
Kathy Miller | kathy@postoakmedia.net
Lana Hamblin | lana@postoakmedia.net

Rosemary Stephens | rosemary@postoakmedia.net

ADVERTISING DESIGN
Rosie Cole

BUSINESS MANAGER
Brenda Bingham | accounting@postoakmedia.net

CIRCULATION MANAGER
Pamela Black | subscriptions@postoakmedia.net

COPY EDITORS
Judy Wade
Krista Lucas

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Rayford Pullen
Lainey Smith
Lindsey Monk
Norman Winter
Dave Reiter
Pepper Stewart
Lacey Corbett
Krista Lucas
Janis Blackwell
Phillip Kitts
Garrett Metcalf, DVM
Judy Wade
Lacey Newlin
Jessica Kader
Robert Lang
Annette Bridges
Mandi Dietz
Dave Alexander
Tony Dean
Andy Anderson
Michelle Ames
Jelly Cocanougher

CONTACT US

NORTH TEXAS FARM & RANCH

NTFR

200 Walnut St., Bowie, TX 76230
940-872-5922, www.ntfronline.com

in association with

NTFR is not responsible for omissions or information that has been
misrepresented to the magazine. Advertisers and its agencies assume
all liability for advertising content. Reproduction in whole or part without
written permission from the publisher is prohibited.

ing in-in the air

e have changed things up some
this month at NTFR magazine,
featuring not one, but two cow-

boys on our cover.

Asthe dust settles from the excitement
of theNational FinalsRodeoinLasVegas,
we had time to catch up with two of the
world’s best headers in team roping- who
both happen to make their homesin North
Texas.

Close family friend to the Clay Smith
family and NTFR contributor, Judy Wade, §
takes us behind the scenes with the world
champion, who won his first team roping
head world championship at the Wrangler National Finals Rodeo after finishing with
a single-season record of $289,921. See what the 27-year-old roper from Bowie has
planned next.

Meanwhile, hewasn’t the only header to bring home abuckleto North Texas. Fifteen-
year-old Ty Woods of Decatur brought one of his own back after winning the open with
a10-year-old cowboy he met during the back-pinning ceremony at the Junior NFR. His
plans? To be exactly like Smith —a good man and an NFR world champion.

In Farm and Ranch, Rayford Pullen is getting excited seeing all the little ones doing
their tricksin the pastures, driving their mothers crazy, especially when they runin packs.
It's the little things that make us smile.

Dave Reiter joins usthis month asaguest contributor to discuss blockchain technology
and the cattle industry, while Pepper Stewart provides steps to take in aiding ranchersin
keeping their risk of cattle theft down. Lindsey Monk joinsusall theway from Montana
for the very first time to provide us with a little Ag Elsewhere.

In equine, Janis Blackwell keeps her promise to feature Delaney Wolf, wife of Paul
Wolf, who along with his good team roping mare, Nemo, was the subject of last month’s
Equine Superstars. This month we learn about Delaney’ s cutting mare, Ivy.

Gary Metcalf, DVM, discusses stifle problems and injuries with readers. Phillip Kitts
provides some behind the scenes information on marketing stock bulls, while Lacey
Corbett talks Rodeo Houston.

Don’t miss a new event this year, Cowgirls and Champagne, benefitting the annual
Cowboy True. This annual Wichita Falls event will be here before we know it as it gets
ready to celebrate the working cowboy.

If you'rein need of some comic relief, check out Andy Anderson’ stake on avery bad
day in Confessions of a Hunter.

Tony Dean brings us Wooly Croton, a member of a very large family of flowering
plants called Euphorbiaceae. Check out his article to see if this plant poses risk to your
livestock.

Finally, visit our calendar of eventsfor local festivities, upcoming rodeos and more. If
you have an article topic, photo or event you would liketo seein afutureissue of NTFR,
send it our way at editor@ntfronline.com.

Wishing you all the best this March,

Dani Blackburn

ON THE COVER

North Texas cowboys brought home the buckles in heading at the National Finals Rodeo and
Junior NFR in Las Vegas Vegas in December. Pictured is (left) the 27-year-old cowboy from
Bowie, Texas, Clay Smith, who won the world title with year-end total winnings of $289,921,
and (right) the 15-year-old roper Ty Woods from Decatur, who earned the world title in the
open with a pint-sized 10-year-old he met just before the start of the competition.
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Spring calving

While ranchers are right smack dab in the
middle of calving out cattle, it's hard not to
get excited seeing all the little ones doing
their tricks in the pastures, driving their
mothers crazy.
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PARTING SHOT

Historica moment

The Fort Worth Stock Show and Rodeo
|eaves the Will Rodgers Coliseum for the
last time, and NTFR photographer Jelly
Cocanougher was there to capture this
special moment.
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RIVERS RANCH
____ ~—~MONTAGUE COUNTY —
| BB «acres - Call'ta see this ranch
.. With 2 ac. lake,

log cabin and barn
~fronting FM 1630.

_ TWIN CREEK
RANCH
“==MONTAGUE COUNTY—
£ ;.E.u_rt?sti.‘.:nurg, Texds - 193+/- acres.
With live water, big
- deer, new fencing, new
= f” 3acre lake.
: . i = ,";: r : = r. - . - :
r- é‘;,: $5,500 per acre

E HOME

214.548.8150 FARM & RANCH brad@myjlh.cum

Representing only the finest agricultural and hunting properties in North Texas, New Mexico and Colorado.
~~ RANCH
—MONTAGUE COUNTY —
i Foresthurg; Texag~ 514/ acres.
This historic ranch is
available for the first
time. Seldom do we
see ranches of this size
and quality available
in the north Texas hill
country. Water, grass,

hunting, sandy loam
= soil, Fronts FM 922,

$5,400 per acre

=
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* * * * * Check out our website:

FIVE STARR R Syaleiuna o . :
BUILDERS - Have a large feeding operation?
of Waatharford, Texas ales

We shine above ail the rest!  21-§30-1029

Livestock feeders and accessories to meet
all your feeding needs.

WOOD FRAME BUILDINGS OF ALL SIZES
Shops « Garages » Barns » Equipment Sheds

OALVAMITED COLORED OALVAHITED COLORED
30x30x10 513,600 $14,600 30x50x10 520,700 $22,000

30x40x10  S17,000 517,900 30x60x10 524,750 526,350 T A O e O 177 - O - -
Inciuden all Labor and Traclor Work and Concrete Slab with Molsture Barrier and Elestrie Siub H{J ‘Y L}' TL\’J‘LS * Ulin“l DI-s 3 1 ‘II'I or F\ﬂﬂ- (J ]' I i "'14[‘}

Standard Doors (1) 10510 Roll Up or 10x7 Garsgs Door and (1) Stesl Walk-in Daar EITLITH ;AR - -
by scifog e b www.BoydBuilt.com .I:

EQUINE AUCTIONS

_?‘( eﬂ_?‘(bf!ﬁ‘
EAST TEXAS SALE SCHEDULE

FRII}AY APRIL 5th
# Roping, Reiner and Barrel horse demo
& Cutters will be shown on cattle or
michanical cow while selling
; % HORSE SALE * Premier Riding Horse Session selling

DRb ' \ ' ‘n— 1‘-( 1435 E. Broad Street, Lake Charles, LA 70601
L \ Ph. 337.494.1333 | Fax 337.656.2378

www.PremierEquineAuctions.com

Ropers, Reiners, Cutters, Sorters,
Mike Pedersen aind Steve Friskup have joined forces bo offer a "PREMIERT sale in order lo bring Penners and Pleasune harses.
buyers and sellers together ina professional and friendly environmeent. “A CUT ABOVE!" Consigrment foe - S250 (includes

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY, APRIL5TH & 6TH, 2019~ ““% ==k

GEORGE H. HENDERSON, JR. EXPO CENTER il e
LUFKIN, TEXAS g phuoh R

Auctioneers STEVE FRISKUP & WADE SHAW Licsed 6 Bonied No Hidden fees or charges!

CONSIGNMENT DEADLINE Consignment form available on our website

Find LS o WWW. PrEmer Auctions.com
E NIHI’Ch ISt Start working on your videos now as we will play them while horses are se

8| MARCH 2019 NTFR



WP SOCIALIZING

FACEBOOK WALL LETTER TO THE EDITOR
| g oy Sosa v scwa 13 Wk m ey NTFR welcomes letters to the editor for its Socializing page,

e R but some rules apply. They include:
; ; 1. 125-word limit.
2. Deadline for submission is the first Wednesday of the
month.
3. Only one letter per writer per issue.

Montague County

Youth Fair i 4. All letters must include a name, address and phone number.

e e Only the name and city of residence will be published.

Home 5. All letters will be verified by the NTFR staff by a phone call

P prior to publication. If the NTFR staff isunableto contact thewriter

Pros of aletter, the letter will be held until contact is made.

Atxut 6. Letters containing libelous statements or those intended as
advertising will not be published.

Al Postz 7. Letters that target previous letter writers will be edited to
EWR L5 Dertsn Coomty Livestwok Asavolation Vowh Falr & ..  removethe name of such letter writers who are non-candidates or
W \ﬁ R I e non-public figures.

B0 e eult raile, I3 rever crawrael Letters critical of previously published guest columns may

Denton County
Livesiock
Association Youth
Fair & Rodeo

identify the writer only once, and then only to makeit clear which
column they are writing about.

8. NTFR reserves the right to edit or reject any letters.

9. Lettersmust bemailed to NTFR Letter to the Editor, P.O. Box
831, Bowie, TX 76230 or emailed to editor@ntfronline.com.

Home

Livestock shows are in full swing around the Lone Star State with the
best and brightest showing off their animals, projects, and more impor-
tantly, hard work and dedication. Don’t miss upcoming shows in our
events calendar on page 67.

TWITTER FEED NORTH TEXAS FARM & RANCH

’ FWWSSR e - Pallwin -t i
+ 1L Bl 15.6K 5.565 3
PSSR
gt e whan laproek “ga-ageny” the sie bibe guy souid Pl png

ONLY $19.95 FOR A YEAR!

Call 940-872-5922 or mail this form to
NTFR, P.O. Box B31, Bowie, Texas 76230

NAME_

i

ADDRESS

PHONE

EMAIL

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM MARCH 2019 |9
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MEANWHILE BACK AT THE RANCH

By Rayford Pullen | rcpullen@yahoo.com

ring is just around the
orner, and I'm so excited
can hardly stand it. Go-

ing into winter with limited hay,
very little winter grazing because
the soilswere super saturated and
a cattle market that needed some
help, we're now at the time of
year when we can scale back on
supplemental feed and enjoy the
green grass and legumes that will
soon be putting on their Sunday
clothes.

WhilethisisMarchand weare
right smack dab in the middle of
calving out our cattle, it' shard not
to get excited seeing al the little
ones doing their tricksin the pas-
tures, driving their mothers crazy,

10 | MARCH 2019

especially when they runin packs.
| guessthat’s why we enjoy what
we do so much: it’ sthelittlethings
that make us smile.

While we hope to complete
calving by the end of March, we

aways have afew stragglers that
wait until April, and the occa-
sional May calf.

As mentioned in previous
articles, a calf’s rumen becomes
functional when it's about eight
weeks old, and for calves bornin
February and Marchit isoff tothe
raceswhen spring arriveswith the
best forage of the year and agreat
supply of milk.

Calvesbornin April and May
miss out on this abundance of for-

age and milk sincethey will not be
eight weeks old until June or July
when the forage quality declines,
resulting in less gain.

The mommas may also be a
little slower to breed back for
the same reason. Spring is the
créeme de la créme for our cattle,
and with a little management we
can take advantage of all it hasto
offer for the benefit of our cattle
and ourselves.

Winter also is an expensive
time for seed stock producers as
we try to get our bullsin tip top
shapeto beturned out with calves
in the next month or so.

Around our place we put alot
of emphasis on developing bulls

that are in the best condition to
turn out on cows and ready to
breed. Now | know buyers like
bulls that ook good and fat looks
good on cattle, but the truth of
the matter is that when you buy
a bull, you are not going to take
him and let him down by keeping
himinalot, limit feeding him until
he is in breeding shape. Nope,
you are going to open the trailer
gate in the pasture and tell him to
“get’er done” while he looks in
dishelief that there are no feeders
and wonders how he is going to
get all those cows bred when he's
not in shape.

Granted round is a shape, as|
can attest to, but not the shape we

NTFR
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need him to bein. Bulls normally
lose their teeth during their first
outing with the girls so now we
are requiring them to make do on
what we offer, which is pasture
grassinstead of the sweet smell of
acompleteration that isdelivered
by truck or sack. | recommend
buying an athlete instead of a
locker calf if you don’t want them
to melt away breeding cows and
shrivel up like araisin and not a
grape. Good shape is important
since a bull will have his mind
more on the girls than the grass
and yes, it is okay for him to lose
weight, but not at the expense of
not being able to stay on the job
three to four months.

Which brings up another sub-
ject, and that is the number of
cows a bull can cover or service,
which should really be worded
“how many cows can abull cover
in 60 days, 120 daysor 365 days?’
While I'm not as smart as I'm
supposed to be, | would venture
to say most folks have calvesborn
spring, summer, fall, and winter
(or at least two of the four), and

while | don’t know how many
cows a bull can breed if they all
came in heat on the same day.
Let's just say it depends. That
14 or 20-month-old bull you're
buying soon will be three to four
monthsolder whenthelast of your
cowscomeinand hewill bealittle
older. So, let’sjust say abull with
good-sized testicles and shooting
hot rounds should breed 20 plus
cows when he's young and 30 to
40 when he' sthree or so.

While afertility test can some-
times be subjective, make sure
that in addition to a good report
on the swimmers, your bull has
a complete breeding soundness
exam for feet, legs, eyes and two
testicles comparable in size.

If you do know how many
cows abull can cover in one day,
let me know; 1I'd like to know be-
cause Siri doesn’t understand me
most of the time and | don’t want
to blow her away because she does
givegood directionswhen shecan
figure out my twang.

It's a wonderful time to be in
the cattle business.

Located South of
Wichita Falls on Hwy 281

Holstein Steer Sale
EVERY THIRD WEDNESDAY
along with the regular sale
Cattle are received 24 hours a day,
7 days a week.

Heasonable commission on a per head basis with volume
discounts on load lots of calves and yearlings weighing
25,000 Ibs or more. Good quality hay and feed. Competitive
stocker and feeder market and competitive packer market
gn up to receive email with cur weekly market report and

other upcoming specials at www.wichitalivestock.com

BILLY & LYNN EASTER
Office: 940-541-2222
Mobile: 940-733-9866
WLEC Market Report:

1-800-247-0166
SALE EVERY WED. 10:00 A.M.

HEAVYBILT MANUFACTURING. INC

E - .r" Fa ...'

OVERHEAD FEED BINS / HAY [T RAILERS

SPRAYERS / PORTABLE FEED BUGGIES
OIL & GAS STORAGE [TANKS

800.807.0012 / www. heavybiltmfg.com

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM MARCH 2019 | 11



86+/- ACRES & HOME

1400 BELKNAP CREEK RD
BELLEVUE, TEXAS

$475,000

PROPERTY FEATURES

3 Bed/ 2 Bath Home w/
attached 2-car carport
Improved Pasture w/
Giant Bermuda and
Tifton Bermuda
20 x 40 Shop
50 x 28 Govered Shed

. 10 x 10 Saddle Room

* 10 x 20 Feed Room

- Pipe Woarking Pans

Water Well

GERMAN SAUSAGE, HAM, BACON, GROCERIES

W Fischer's -

Y
Beef From Our Feedlot .
J & TURN NORTH AT RED LIGHT |

Old World
Meat Products

= 30 Varieties
of Sausape
= Cheeses
= Custom Cut Meats
s Feed Mill
* Federal Inspected

[ mar-aoeay  Feed Lok
304 N. Main, Muenster
(940) 759-4211

" Open 7 Days a Week ® Wholesale/Retail
. www.fischersmeatmarket.com

.

FENCE PIPE
AND SUPPLIES

23/8«27/8+«31/2+41/2«51/2+7
DoME CAPS & SPRINGS
SQUARE & RECTANGLE TUBING

ALL TYPES OF STEEL , FETIME

- AUTHORIZED Le ﬂ'!-':""'.,',.
C-Purlin ANTY
SPDDLS OF C‘ﬁBLE 'I onditio Our Hydra Bed systerm m
ANY LENGTHS FOR FENCING oo r[_._‘__,: - .__..'L.[_, vour 3/4 ton ¢
L - | Ao — Lo thoin b e e e AR LU

Rouno BALE Rincs - FEED TROUGHS
CATTLE GUARDS - CREEP FEEDERS

TRAILER PARTS & SUPPLIES - NEW Sucker Robs We offer a full line of
ranch management accessories.

FLUSCHE ENTERPRISES INC. e

Flusche Enterprises
Muenster, TX . 940-759-2203

940-759-2203 - SINCE 1942 - MuENSTER, TEXAS
FEl@ NTIN.NET - FLUSCHEENTERPRISES.COM

12 | MARCH 2019 NTFR
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What if | don’t have anything to say?

Iright folks, the buzz word
A of the day is agvocacy.
(Cue cheering, clapping

and a general uproar).

Thisplay onwords, meaning to
be an advocate for the agriculture
industry, is supposed to fill us
with excitement, prideand asense
of duty. We have been called to
join the Ag militia, to protect our
farmland from the evil, invading
mainstream.

However, more often than not,
mention of the topic of Agvocacy
fills us with fear, anxiety and the
sense of yet another weight on
the shoulders of a person whose
entire income comes from one

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM

crop check ayear.

In the era of causes and move-
ment; profound thinkers, com-
manding speakers and great |ead-
ers may have us feeling like we
have nothing meaningful to say,
or there is so much that needs
to be said that we don't know
where to start or thereis so much
misinformation about agriculture
used to incite fear in consumers,
we are afraid to poke the beehive
and create frenzy. Have any of
those thoughts crossed your mine?
They’ve crossed mine. They've
crossed every person’s mind that
has felt the call to defend some-
thing they are passionate on. Their

passion just may not have also
been their livelihood.

Relax. Y oudon’t havetochange
the conversation on GMOs, Or-
ganic Farming, Go Vegan or any
other hot topic revolving around
agriculture. Start by telling your
story. The main issue with hostil-
ity toward farming and ranching
comesfrom the average consumer
being four generations removed
from agriculture. Without first-
hand experience, misinformation
has become fact. Y ou do not have
to go head to head with the op-
posing groups or yell louder. Be
part of the conversation by telling
your story.

Post on social media, snap a
photo of asunrise over your farm,
walk your audience through your
typical day, share little known
facts about your industry, make
your profile public, utilize com-
mon hashtags and tag accounts
with larger audiences, like the @
usdagov or @texasagriculture.

One of the aforementioned
great leaders reminds us, “You
don’t have to see the whole stair-
case. Just take the first step.”
(Martin Luther King Jr.)

Written by Lainey Smith, free-
lancewriter for North Texas Farm
and Ranch and owner of Out West
Marketing.

MARCH 201913
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“Since this is my first contribution to Ag Elsewhere in a Texas magazine | felt a
Texas Longhorn cow in Montana was appropriate. This winter has been mild so far
thankfully, we're feeding cattle and chopping ice daily.”
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Commission LLC
Sale EVERY Monday 12 noon

940-549-0078
3 - .

We receive cattle 7 days a week!!

For information to consign cattle, please call:
Danny Hardin = 940-550-8109
Jackie Bishop, Manager = 940-550-5977
Ronnie Hardin » 940-521-2158

mmm mmm@mmmmﬂm@aﬂm

PLEASE CALL US FOR A QUOTE AND AVAILABILITY!
800-545-9098
www.EQuINEEXPRESS.COM

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM

LOVE, LIVE &
WORK THE LIFESTYLE

Join our team as an
advertlising representative

The right candidate for this opportunity should
have reliable transportation and be self-
motivated. Previous sales experience required.
The ideal candidate must be able to multi-task
and have experience in all Microsoft programs.
Compensation based on experience.
Submit your resume to
NTFR, P.O. Box 831, Bowie, TX 76230

NORTH TEXAS FARM & Rt

WNTFR

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM
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The first hint of spring is
trumpeting, so to speak, in
North Texas with the ar-
rival of the narcissus, or daffodil.
I hate writing about flowers that
areoppositetheir planting season,
but, on the other hand, there are
certainly some lessons that can
be learned. The biggest lesson
is which ones will naturalize in
your area. Y ou have to admit that
looking at a catalogue of daffodil
blooms will make you want each
and every one.

Over the years | have been
blessedtogotofarmsin Louisiana
with Bill Welch of Texas A&M
while he was researching for his
book “The Southern Heirloom
Garden.” Seeing acres of natural-
ized Narcissus Campernelli will
be an everlasting memory. While
most of us don’'t have acres of
land in which to cultivate, we
would like to see our daffodils
become happy and to naturalize.
In the hot and humid conditions of
the South, many of those famous
large selections may look great
the first year but offer few if any

16 | MARCH 2019

%

bloomsthe second. Innoway am |
disparaging thesevarieties. Onthe
other hand, recently | wasassisting
acommercial horticulturist with a
large project where 20,000 bulbs
would be planted in a high-profile
location. We needed the bulbs to
look good the first year and the
subsequent ones, too. | knew what
| wastaught at TexasA&M, but |
needed a little reaffirmation.

| turned to the book “ Daffodils
in Florida” by LindaM. and Sara
L. VanBeck. Tomethisisthede-
finitive guide allowing our region
of the country not only to create,
but reside in daffodil heaven.

We decided to go with Carl-
ton for the large 20,000 daffodil
display. This 1927 selection was
one of the varieties engrained in
my memory as being superior,
but what does the book say about
Carlton? It says this flower should
be the backbone of any daffodil
bed. True enough, it has been a
remarkable selection.

Perhaps in your specific area,
Carlton won't be a stalwart per-
See SPRING page 19

=Nl

y orman Winter ulturist, Author, Spe%li:
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\\HURN% MNCH ‘| “INEEDEDAHELIABLEMACHINE.AND

A B | MAHINDRA
i OUT-SPECS
THE OTHER
TRACTORS”

- BRIAN S.

. WANTED: GRASS/GRAZING
LEASES. CURRENTLY PAYING
$10-$30 PER ACRE.
940-733-4998 -
GRAHAMYJOHNSON

== . J B Y |

98% OF MIAHINDRA
OWNERS WOULD
RECOMMEND ONE

TO A NEIGHBOR.

D

2900 Henry S Grace Fwy.
Wichita Falls
940.687.2726
ascoredpower.com

www bowieindustries com |

Mahindra

BUILT STRONG, BUILT TO LAST Tractors & Utility Vehicles

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM MARCH 2019 | 17
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Keeping the Giae Duaon

tradition alive. e N

Loans tailored to fit your needs

At Capital Farm Credit, we believe in Texas
agriculture. We work hard to earn your trust and
keep your business. Whether you're locking to
finance ranch or farm land or improve your
operation, our team of experts is here to help
you grow. We're also a cooperative and through
our patronage dividend program, have returned
more than $750 million to our borrowers over the

past decade. '
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Continued from page 16

former, but | assure you there is a
narcissus that will bring cheer to your
landscape. Speaking of cheer, when | was
at the Coastal GeorgiaBotanical Gardens
in Savannah, Ice Follies was proven to
be awinner as was a small 1934 double
tazettaby the name of Erlicheer. It brings
out the camerasjust as quickly asalarge
trumpet.

The Grand Soleil d' Or is another
tazetta, dating back to 1770, always
showed out now in our Mediterranean
Garden.

Daffodils prefer sunny locations,
although open shade will not prove to
be a big detriment. For best naturaliza-
tion, plant your bulbs in a well-drained
area. Raised beds rich in organic matter
are perfect for combining pansies and
daffodils. Plant the bulbs about twice as
deep as they are tall, five to six inches for
large bulbs and three to five inches deep
for smaller ones. Spacing six to eight

325-659-3992 -

HUDSON LIVESTOCK SUPPLEMENTS

INCORPORATED

It’s in the tub.

8150 Thompson Road - Miles, Texas 76861
1-800-750-9608

inches apart will alow for increasing in
size before crowding.

One of the biggest mistakes gardeners
make in growing daffodils is cutting the
foliage after the flowers have diminished.
Theleavesarevita to next year’ sbloom.
Leave them growing as long as possible
or at least eight weeks. I’'m proud to say
our high visibility location lets the daf-
fodilsgrow until thefoliage disappearson
its own. The result has been an amazing
stand getting not only naturalized but
increasing in size.

| would beremissif | didn’t urge you
to grow the daffodil in mixed containers
as well. Containers with pansies, violas
and dianthus will become like a spring
crescendo of floral beauty. This spring,
seek out the best narcissus for your area
and then plant in the fal, and you too
will enjoy the beauty for years to come.
Follow me on Facebook @NormanWin-
terTheGardenGuy.

Narcissus partners beautifully with tulips. (Photos by
Norman Winter)
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BLOCKCHAIN TECHNOLOGY
and the CATTLE INDUSTRY

By Dave Reiter

LL t's impossible to stop

I theforward progress of

technology.” — author
unknown, circa 1910.

This statement is 100 percent
correct. Although the author of
this quote was never known, his-
toriansagreethe quote appearedin
aWall Street newspaper in 1910
during the height of the Tech-
nological Revolution. This time
period was historically significant
because it marked the beginning
of Henry Ford’s meteoric rise to
fame, thanks to the release of the
Model T automobileto the general
public. Ford became one of the
wealthiest and most successful
entrepreneurs in United States
history.

Officially, Ford introduced the
Model T in October 1908 with
a sticker price of $825. Immedi-
ately, sales began to skyrocket.
For the first time in automotive
history, the average American
could afford to own an automo-
bile. Thanks to Ford's assembly
lineaswell ashisconstant effort to
increase efficiency, the price of the
Model T declined every year for
the next severa years. By 1916,
the price had dropped to $360. By
1918, half of all carsin America
wereModel T's. Thanksto Henry
Ford and his use of the assembly
line, the automobile eventually
became a standard item for most
Americans (asopposed to aluxury
item).

Not surprisingly, Ford received
tremendous “pushback” from
the horse and buggy industry. In
fact, the industry made several
attempts to pressure lawmakers
in Washington, DC., to outlaw the
automobile dueto safety concerns.
On a few occasions, representa-
tives from the horse and buggy
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Blockchain beef will be sold in retail stores as “premium beef” because
consumers will have the ability to trace the beef from the rancher’s
pasture to the consumer’s plate. (Photo by Jon Nunneley)

industry almost succeeded in
shutting down Ford’s automobile
operation.

Inevitably, Henry Ford’ sauto-
mobile proved to be too much for
the horse and buggy industry. The
public fell in love with the auto-
mobile whilethe horse and buggy
faded into obscurity. Henry Ford's
story is a perfect example of how
it' simpossibleto stop the forward
progressof technology. Today, we
find ourselves on the precipice of a
new innovative discovery known
asblockchaintechnology. What is
blockchain technology and why is
it so important?

Most likely, you have probably
heard of adigital currency called
Bitcoin, which was released in
January 2009 by Satoshi Naka-
moto. Bitcoin also is known as a
cryptocurrency. In fact, Bitcoin
is the original cryptocurrency.
Several other cryptocurrencies
have been introduced during the
past decade (known as“dtcoins’).
However, they never approached
the level of Bitcoin's popularity.

In many instances, Bitcoin is
similar to any other currency, like
the United States dollar. For ex-
ample, it can be used asamedium
of exchange to pay for goods and
services. Bitcoin also can be held
in an account as a store of value,
much like consumers store their
U.S. dollarsin abank account.

All Bitcoin transactions are
stored on a digital ledger. This
is where blockchain enters the
picture. In its simplest form,
blockchain is a digital decentral-
ized ledger that keeps a record
of al transactions that take place
across apeer-to-peer network. The
major innovation is the fact that
thetechnology allows market par-
ticipants to transfer assets across
the internet without the need for
a centralized third party. In other
words, blockchain technology
removes the middleman from all
transactions. That is the “pure
beauty” of blockchain: it elimi-
nates the need of the middleman
(or third party).

When Nakamoto created Bit-

coin, he simultaneously created
blockchain asameansof digitally
recording all Bitcoin transactions.
In fact, a strong argument could
be made that blockchain technol-
ogy is probably a more important
invention than Bitcoin. Why?
Because the blockchain can be
used for many other important
things besides recording Bitcoin
transactions.

In anutshell, blockchain tech-
nology (or “the blockchain”) is
nothing more than aledger. It'sa
simpleway to record transactions.
However, instead of recording the
transactions on paper, the trans-
actions are recorded and stored
digitally.

Many people allow them-
selves to become confused about
the blockchain when they hear
words such as “distributed led-
ger,” “peer-to-peer network” and
“centralized third party.” These
things are all an important part of
blockchain technology. However,
it's not important to understand
this terminology for the purpose
of our discussion concerning the
blockchain. Instead, the most im-
portant thing to take away from
this discussion is that blockchain
technology is on the verge of
invading all aspects of our daily
lives.

During the next decade, the
blockchain will completely alter
the way consumers work, com-
municate, shop, travel, eat and
educate themselves. Thistransfor-
mation to a blockchain society is
just beginning. To borrow aphrase
from the world of baseball, we're
probably inthe second inning of a
major |eague baseball game. Full-
scale adoption probably won't
occur until the mid-2020s.

See TECHNOLOGY page 22
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A great way to view the adop-
tion of blockchain technology is
to compare it to the internet from
the 1990s and 2000s. Internet
advertisements began appearing
in 1994. However, it took eight
years before 50 percent of the
American population was using
the internet on a daily basis. Af-
ter 2002, internet usage began to
explode. By 2006, 70 percent of
American households were using
theinternet regularly.

Can you imaginetrying to sur-
viveintoday’ s society without the
internet? It would be practicaly
impossible. The blockchain will
be viewed in the same manner as
theinternet. Ten years from now,
we will wonder how we survived
without this type of technology.

These days, blockchain is

slowly entering its way into dif-
ferent industry groups. Thanks to
a partnership between IBM and
Wal-Mart, thefood industry isbe-
coming one of the first adopters of
blockchain technology. With help
from IBM, Wal-Mart is working
with some of its overseas fruit
supplierstoimplement traceability
of al fruit products shipped to its
United Stateslocations. Thistype
of program can only be accom-
plished using the blockchain.
The state of Wyoming also is
joining the “blockchain party”
with a start-up company called
BeefChain. A select group of
Wyoming cattle ranchers have
partnered with BeefChain by
placing their young steer calves
on the blockchain through the
use of radio frequency identifica-

Continued from page 20

tion tags. Thanks to this exciting
new technology, BeefChain can
provide 100 percent traceability
of each steer calf placed on the
blockchainledger. Theentirelife-
cycle of each animal is available
for viewing by al partiesinvolved
in the transaction.

Of course, there will be some
people who might be skeptical of
blockchain’'s ability to provide
100 percent accurate record keep-
ing. Blockchain is a completely
new technology. Therefore, it's
only natural to be skeptical. In
fact, ranchersin the cattleindustry
have every right to remain skepti-
cal when it comes to electronic
tags such as RFID. Why? These
tags have been used throughout
the cattle industry over the years.

The tags were sold to ranchers
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as away to track the life cycle of
each animal. Unfortunately, the
cattle ranchers soon discovered
the data on the RFID tags could
easily bealtered and manipul ated.
As aresult, the tags became use-
less because nobody within the
cattleindustry trusted the accuracy
of the data.

Blockchain technology com-
pletely eliminatestheissue of trust
and manipulated data. Why? The
blockchain is immutable, which
means each piece of dataadded to
theblockchain cannot be changed.
All participants in the BeefChain
block can feel 100 percent certain
that al of the blocks (i.e. data) on
the blockchain are accurate.

In addition to immutability,
the blockchain is decentralized.
In other words, thereisno central

COMPANY
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authority who controlsthe dataon
the blockchain. All participants
have equal access to the data.

Not only does blockchain
technology create atrusted digital
ledger, it also hasthe ability to re-
move unnecessary layersof waste
from atransaction. Theremoval of
waste usually comesin theform of
removing the middleman from the
equation. In terms of BeefChain
cattle, the middleman isthefeedlot
operator (or the processor).

In order to maintain the true
integrity of feeding grass-fed besf,
the BeefChain cattle are not taken
to the feedlot during the final stag-
esof thecattle slifecycle. Instead,
BeefChain is in the process of
developing an end-to-end supply
chain solution known as* Ranch to
Retail.” This program will allow
BeefChainto offer exclusivelong-
term relationships with buyers
throughout the country. Therefore,
the premium typically received by
the feedlot/processor is captured
by the initial owner of the cattle
on the blockchain.

Blockchain beef will be sold
inretail stores as“premium beef”
because consumers will have
the ability to trace the beef from
the rancher’s pasture to the con-
sumer’s plate. Each individual
package of blockchain beef will
contain a specia quick response
code. The buyer can simply scan
the QR code using a smartphone.
The QR codewill containall of the
information on the blockchain.

Of course, there are people in
the beef industry who claim con-
sumers will not pay a premium
price for the blockchain beef.
However, historical results have
proven that consumerswill pay for
quality. A perfect example is the
craft beer industry. This industry
has literally exploded during the
past 20 years as consumers have
proven their willingness to pay a
higher price for aquality product.
The blockchain beef will experi-
encethe sameresultsascraft beer.
Consumers are willing to pay for
quality.

Intermsof consumer spending,
blockchain technology is enter-
ing the United States economic
landscape at precisely the right

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM

time. Based on data provided by
the U.S. Census Bureau, the mil-
lennia population (born between
1982 and 2000) will increase to
73 million by the end of 2019. In
fact, Millennialswill represent the
largest section of the U.S. popula-
tionin 2019, surpassing the Baby
Boomers. Thisis"good news’ for
blockchain technology because
themillennial generation isenter-
ing its peak spending years, which
typically occurs between the ages
of 40 and 60.

Without question, consumers
are demanding moretransparency
and accountability concerning
the food they consume. This is
particularly true of the millennial
generation. They want to havethe
ability to trace the origin of their
food from the original grower/
producer to their plate. The block-
chain accomplishes the task of
traceability.

Beginningin 2019, many Asian
countrieswill require 100 percent
traceability of the beef purchased
from overseas producers. There-
fore, using blockchain technology
will be a requirement instead of
achoice. If you are raising cattle
in the United States for overseas
consumption in Asia, blockchain
must become part of your busi-
ness model.

Asageneral rule, peopledon’t
like change. They prefer to main-
tainafamiliar routine, particularly
as it relates to their jobs. How-
ever, whether we like it or not,
blockchain technology (along
with cryptocurrencies) is in the
early stages of disrupting many
different industriesthroughout the
U.S. economy. The beef industry
is just one example. There are
many changes on the horizon.
Always remember, “It's impos-
sible to stop the forward progress
of technology.”

The thoughts and opinions
expressed in this article are that
of the writer, Dave Reiter.

Reiter is a proprietary trader
of commoditiesand cryptocurren-
cies. The name of his firm is Reiter
Capital Investments LLC. The
website iswww.Reiter Invest.com.
You can follow Dave on Twitter @
TradesByDave.
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tlerustling is something
that has never gone away.
Sincethere have been cat-

tleinthe United States, there have
been rustlers stealing them. The
activity of the rustlers depends
on the cattle markets: when prices
areup, theft isup; when pricesare
down, theft is down.

When you think of stolen
property and the resale values,
cattle are at the top of the list for
thieves. If someone steals your
$500 television the resale value
may be around $75, but a stolen
$500 calf sells for $500, the full
market value.
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By Pepper Stewart

Cattle do not lose value when
stolen as many other often-stolen
items. Nearly each week on the
Pepper Stewart Show broadcast
arereportsof stolen cattlein Texas
and Oklahoma.

Joinyour state' s Cattle Raisers
Association to stay informed on
cattle news and theft. We say it
often and it still ringstrue: “know
your neighbor but brand your
cattle.” Here are a few steps you
can take to aid in keeping your
risk of theft down, but none are
100 percent:

* Brand your cattle and make
sure your brand is registered with

% e

your state agency. State brand in-
spectorsat cattle saleswrite down
all branded stock.

e Change up your feeding
routine in lease pastures. Thieves
often study your feeding habits.

* Count your cattle every time
you feed.

* Know your neighbors. It
never hurts to know alittle about
those around your pastures if you
don't speak to them often.

* Have someone check your
stock if you are not around. Going
on vacation or out of town for a
few days? Have a person or two
you trust to keep an eye out.

iy
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* Set up motion-detected game
cameras out of plain sight near
gates and barns. You'll be sur-
prised at what you see. Check
them often.

Anyone who raises livestock
is a potential target, but there are
steps you can take to keep your
odds of theft down. Those of you
who live on the same property as
your cattle will be at lower risk
thanif your cattleare onlease pas-
tures with no nearby residents.

In recent weeks the possibility
of increased cattle exportsisahot
topic, and if that happens, prices
will rise and so will theft.
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Stock Contractor Marketing

By Phillip Kitts

The sport of rodeo has a
history asrich as the great
United States of America.
It isoften discussed how much the
sport of rodeo is truly an Ameri-
can original. Since countrieslike
Brazil, Australiaand many others
have a lineage that runs parallel
to what we consider the“ Cowboy
Sport,” there is question about
whereit al began. Other country’s
events may not have started the
same or have the same fundamen-
tals, but the competitiveresultisa
mirrored conclusion.

The origins of American ro-
deo are clouded on how exactly
it started. Severa events around
the country claim they had the
“first rodeo,” and proving that to
be a fact could be next to impos-
sible. One theory, and one that
the Professional Rodeo Cowboy
Association leans toward, is the
sport originated with the Span-
ish Vagueros who brought their
events and versions of rodeo to
the U.S., which was passed on to
the American Cowboy.

No matter what country you are
from, itisquite possiblethat it all
started the same way. What ranch
had the toughest cowboy, who
could get the job donefastest, who
could break the rankest horsesand
survive the wildest bull?

The more traditional belief in
American rodeo comes from sev-
eral states around the U.S. where
they say the sport cameto bewhen
ranches around the country would
identify some of thetoughest men
and livestock in their operation
and pit them against each other in
competition.

On occasion, ranch owners
would place bets their man, or
their livestock, could outperform
another, and the stage would be
set for a competition.

Thiscompetitive natureiswhy
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As with any sport there is a base set of people who are the true meat and potatoes that make it all possible.
In the case of rodeo, this core set of people is the stock contractor.

and how most rodeo events can
tracetheir roots back to the work-
ing cowboy.

With the basic understand-
ing of modern pro rodeo and its
events, it has always seemed that
the sport of rodeo has spent its
existence decadesbehind al other
things American. Theslow growth
within the sport is often attributed
to the lifestyle and geography of
the western lifestyle.

Many years have passed in
which the culture of location of
the“cowboy” or “rancher” hasnot
had to rely on modern technology
to accomplish their work or earn
their wages. Because the soul of
rodeo generates around people
who continue to live the western
lifestyle, this has had adirect link
to the lack of technology.

As with any sport there is a
base set of people who are the
true meat and potatoes that make
ital possible. Inthe case of rodeo,

thiscore set of peopleisthe* stock
contractor.” Inits beginnings, the
job of a stock contractor started
with having horses and bulls that
would buck, steersand calvesthat
would run and the understanding
on how to get them to arenas and
put on a show.

In the early days of rodeo, it
was not uncommon to go to alo-
cal sale barn and see rodeo stock
contractors buying livestock right
off the pasture that would just
days later find themselves in the
rodeo arena.

All things in the modern day
have changed, and what used to
be a basic rancher with an appre-
ciation for a sport has turned into
a full-time task of coordinating
logistics of travel, scheduling,
running and managing afull-time
mobile operation.

Now breeding, genetics, feed
programs and marketing and pro-
moting drive the daily operations

of the stock contractor.

The question that comes to
mind is, how effective and how
much does this focus really benefit
both the contractor as well as the
sport of rodeo?

AstheProfessional Bull Riders
has identified, the sport of bull
riding alone is one of the fastest
growing sports in the world. It
may be arguable this comes in
connection with the newest thrill
of extreme sports, yet others con-
tinue to suggest that the newest
marketing focus of socia media
and digital platforms has allowed
sports like rodeo to reach whole
new audiences.

One of the essentia points of
the modern contractor is driven
by the invention of social media,
web-based marketing and real
time release of information. You
can now find most every major
stock contractor dedicating time
See CONTRACTOR page 28
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CONTRACTOR

and energy to keeping their social
media feed filled with results of
events as well as footage of their
top animals.

Not only does the new world
of social mediakeep therodeo fan
and other competitors up to speed
on news and information, but also
opened awhole new way to high-
light top animal athletes. Social
mediaal one hasdaily postswhere
stock contractors can exposetheir
pride and joy to both rodeo fansas
well as the officials and adminis-
trators who select stock for some
of thetop rodeosintheworld. This
digital jockeying is so prevalent
that some contractors have even
goneasfar asdedicating an entire
team to nothing but social media
and digital marketing.

What does this mean for what
used to be the able and willing

armation.

Phone: B06-655-3033
325-554-T434
Cell B0G-583-4613
Fax: 806-655-T7091

: o axprassscale.com
www.expressscale.com
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Continued from page 26

rancher? Does this new digital
world influence which stock con-
tractor a rodeo uses? How many
rodeos use a contractor based on
years of loyalty, history of pro-
duction or simply because of a
reputable name?

Less than 25 years ago con-
tractors would rely on word of
mouth about how well their stock
performed and how efficient they
were asacontractor. Not so many
years ago, marketing meant setting
up booths at conventions like the
National Finals Rodeo and other
big venues. This growth put them
in front of plenty of potential
rodeo committees and made for
better odds at booking rodeos.

Digital progress drove things
into the digital age. This growth
has become the definition of make
it or break it in the business. The
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new age in rodeo marketing and
being a modern stock contractor
have forced a more technol ogical
approach. The new focus not only
has most all major stock contrac-
tors hosting and updating website
but paying specific attention to
their presence on social media.

Currently there is no way to
truly identify how much thedigital
and social media approach influ-
ences how many and which rodeos
contractors can secure.

Thereis no tangible proof that
social mediaactivity canincrease
a contractor’s ability to see their
stock perform at the NFR or other
big events.

However, the belief that mak-
ing a good bucking animal a
household name through digital
exposure seems to carry some
weight. During the 2018 NFR
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Less than 25 years ago contractors would rely on word of mouth about

how well their stock performed.

more than 60 percent of the live-
stock that competed at the venue
had seen social media exposure
at minimum of twice throughout
the year.

So, does this new approach
make the risk worth the reward
considering the stock contractor
relies on revenue from booking

eventsthat can be themain source
of income throughout the year?
Add to this the profound amount
of money than can be earned with
an animal winning a round at a
place like the NFR.

It makes the new digital ap-
proach to marketing seem to have
an immense value.
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4 ouston, Houston
means that I’m one
day closer to you.”

Do these lyrics ring a bell?
The words and the melody to this
Larry Gatlin country song have
been stuck in my head for the last
three months. The singer isrealy
referring to his sweetheart, and
Houston is the last stop on his
tour. Houston plays a much dif-
ferentrolein our current situation;
it’s the first stop on Logan’s, my
cowboy husband, rodeo tour, and
it'sabig one.

Last year was the first time
Logan earned the opportunity
to compete at Rodeo Houston. |
remember the time of year per-
fectly. Conlee, who was one at
the time, and | had pulled over
into a shopping center parking
lot so we could “watch Daddy
ride buckies’” and live stream the
performance. It wasn't quite Lo-
gan’sturnyet, and | had her sitting
in the front seat on my lap so we
could watch the action unfold on
my phone. Like toddlers do, she
started crying, uncontrollably in
fact. Well, those criesturned into
an episode of vomiting, and it just
kept coming. Whenitwasall over,
my dashboard, gauges, steering
wheel, console, front seat, crying
child and lap were covered. You
can bet we missed Logan’ srideto
placein the round.

That’s life though, isn't it?
Youlearnto roll with the punches
and play your hand asit’ sgivento
30| MARCH 2019
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Logan Corbett hopes to re-enter the playing field this month at Rodeo
Houston. (Photo courtesy Lacey Corbett)

you, evenif it meansdriving home
without pants on and praying you
don't get pulled over.

If you've been following our
story, you may recall a little
mishap that happened in August
resulting in Logan having to miss
therest of the 2018 rodeo season,
a surgery and weeks of physical
therapy and rehab. It's been afall
and winter of “rolling with the
punches’ and Lord willing, hewill
get to re-enter the playing field this
March at Rodeo Houston.

Rodeo Houston is a game
changer for any cowboy or cow-
girl who gets the opportunity to
compete. Only the top 40 con-
testants in their event from the
prior professional rodeo season

are invited to showcase their
skills. The cash prizes awarded
can immediately catapult you
in the standings of professional
rodeo. In years past, this rodeo
has not been affiliated with the
Professional Rodeo Cowboys
Association; therefore, winnings
did not affect world standings
and theraceto the National Finals
Rodeoin LasVegasin December.
This year the story is different.
For the first time in a few years,
it is actually a PRCA sanctioned
rodeo and can be the force that
sets the winning wheel in motion.
It is nestled amongst some other
lucrative winter rodeosthat, when
luck and hard work cometogether,
can push acontestant highinto the

.
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rankings. With more than tens of
thousands of dollars on the line,
Rodeo Houston can be just what
aguy needsto get the ball rolling
in 2019.

The bracket-style structure of
theeventisunique, aswell. Inthe
bareback riding, the 40 competi-
tors are divided into sets of eight.
Each competitor gets a chance to
try his luck on three horses. The
top four money earners in each
set will qualify to a semi-finals
round with hopes of later qualify-
ing for the final short round at the
very end. Consistency iskey, but
big flashy rides definitely help a
cowboy’s case.

We are extremely thankful
L ogan getsanother opportunity to
compete at Houston. Not only is
it agreat paying rodeo, the rodeo
committee really strives to make
this a great event for competi-
tors. The hospitality istop notch,
and that means a lot to men and
women who spend their lives on
the road. We were able to claim
a small piece of the pie in 2018,
which only made Logan even
more hungry in 2019. I’'m excited
to see how the first rodeo of the
year turns out. We have atribe of
people who have helped Logan
prepare for this event. Win, lose
or draw, we will make the best of
whatever happensand continueto
roll with the punches. However,
you better believel’ll bewatching
from home and not from a shop-
ping center parking lot.
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IHE ALL-AROUND COWCIRL

By Krista Lucas

owboysand cowgirlsof al
ages dream of making the
rangler National Finals

Rodeo one day, and Kylie Conner
isno different.

The Louisianacowgirl’ srodeo
roots run deep, and sheis already
well on her way to accomplishing
her dreams.

“1 got my start in rodeo from
my parents,” Conner said. “My
dad rode bulls, and my mom bar-
rel raced, roped, goat tied, and
ran poles.”

Conner has followed in her
family’s footsteps, competing in
four events. Rodeo is not for the
faint of heart and is filled with
many ups and downs.

“My favorite part about rodeo-
ing isthetime | get to spend with
my family and how humble it
makesyou,” Conner said. She has
been extremely dedicated to her
craft, putting in the hours it takes
to become asuccessful al-around
competitor.

“My whole family has always
been behind me since | started
riding,” Conner said. “Also, Tal-
madge Green in the barrels and
Jade Conner in the breakaway.”
The high school cowgirl does not
get much down timewith her busy
rodeo schedule, but she likes to
makes the most of any free time
she does get.

“1 like going to our deer lease
in Junction to hunt when possible,
but rodeoing keeps me pretty oc-
cupied,” Conner said. “I also go
to church every Sunday when |
am home, and if I’'m not home,
I try to find a church near where
ever | am.”

Conner’s list of accomplish-
ments is lengthy. In 2018, she
won the Louisiana High School
Rodeo Association All-Around
championship and was the 2018
All-Around Rookie Cowgirl.
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Louisiana cowgirl Kylie Conner is well on her way to accomplishing her dream of making the Wrangler National
Finals Rodeo. (Photo courtesy Kylie Conner)

She did al of this as a fresh-
man, competing in barrel racing,
breakaway roping, goat tying,
and pole bending. She also was
the 2018 LHSRA champion bar-
rel racer, qualifying her for the
National High School Rodeo
Association finals. She went on
to qualify for the United Finals
Rodeo, where she won the 2018
All-Around Cowgirl title as well
asthe Rookie Barrel Racing title.

In December, she punched her

ticket to Fort Worth by winning
the Junior American barrel racing
qualifier in Jackson, Miss. Her
more recent wins include Wild-
fire’s Rope Like a Girl Breakaway
in Hamilton, Texas, last month.

Conner saw her name next to
some of the greatest women in
roping and proved she belonged
there. She roped her calf in 3.03
seconds to win the second round
and $750.

Conner isjust as handy with a

rope as sheiswith abarrel horse.

Texas is known for producing
rodeo athletes, but just one state
over isone of the most promising
all-around cowgirls around.

Conner has three more years
of high school but already has
her sights set on bigger and better
things.

She hopesto continueto rodeo
throughout college and to maybe
one day compete at the Wrangler
National Finals Rodeo.

NTFR
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Equine Stifle Problems and Injuries

By Garrett Metcalf, DVM

o horse owner wants
N to hear their horse may
have a stifle injury, but
hopefully when it does occur you
canrest alittleeasier after reading
thisarticle. Thereisafar amount
of misnomer and hearsay about
what it can mean for the horse if
they suffer a stifle injury. It used to
be common thought when a horse
was “stifled,” that the horse’s ca-
reer was over, and the horse was
unusable, but that stigma about a
stifle injury is no longer true.

The stifle is one of the most
complex joints horses have and a
large contributor to the locomo-
tion ahorse needsto perform and
do large amounts of work in the
hind limbs. The stifle, no doubt,
has its own set of problems, but
veterinarians have grown to un-
derstand thisjoint and its problems
much better in the recent decade or
more through research, advance-
ment in diagnostic techniques and
treatment options.

The equine stifle is built very
similarly to the human knee. It
hasapatella, menisci and cartilage
very much like our knee, but the
equine stifle is divided into three
different joint compartments.
These are the medial (inside)
femorotibial, femoropatellar and
the lateral (outside) femorotibial
joint compartments. The joint
compartments that get the most
attention and have the most prob-
lems are the medial femorotibial
and femoropatellar joints. These
two compartments share the same
joint fluid in approximately 67
percent of horses.

The equine stifle also has cruci-
ate ligaments just like the human
knee that are commonly referred
to in humans as ACL and PCL
ligaments, but thankfully they
are not as commonly affected in
horses as they are in people.

Stifle issues can start at birth
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Equine stifle injuries should be taken seriously. (Courtesy photo)

due to developmental orthopedic
issues or occur asinjuries later in
life. The lesions that arise from
birth or as neonates are part of
the developmental orthopedic
complex, which includes osteo-
chondritis dissecans (OCD) or
subchondral bone cysts. The cause
of theselesionsisnot fully under-
stood and is believed to be caused
by multiple factors.

Factors such as nutrition, ge-
netics and traumal/exercise have
been incriminated in causing the
development of these orthopedic
lesions. There are common loca-
tions that these lesions develop
in the stifle joints of horses. The
OCD lesionsare commonly found
in the femoropatellar joint in
specific areas on the femur bone

called trochlear ridges. Bonecysts
form in a different location on
the femur, most commonly in the
medial femoratibial joint.

Stifle injuries can occur in any
horse and any discipline, but these
injuries are more commonly seen
in western performance horses
such as reining horses, cutting
horses, rope horses, and barrel
horses. These disciplines that de-
mand alot of work from the hind
limbs can lead to injuries to the
stifle joint.

Common stifle injuries are
damage to the articular cartilage,
straining or tearing of ligaments
that hold the menisci in place or
tears in the menisci themselves.
Thejoint that takesthe blunt of the
work and most often has the most

injuries is the inside joint or the
medial femorotibial joint compart-
ment. This compartment contains
themedial meniscuswherealot of
wear and tear takes place.

To localize or diagnosis a stifle
injury requires a lameness exam,
palpation of the stifle joints to
check for excessive joint fluid,
intra-articular anesthesiato isolate
thelamenessto the suspected joint
compartment and imaging of the
stifle joint.

The most common imaging
tool used to look at the stifle
joint iswith radiographs or x-ray.
Multiple views or projections are
needed to look at different aspects
of the joint from different angles
to make a thorough radiographic
assessment of the joint. If a soft
tissue injury is suspected in the
joint, an ultrasound of the stifle
joint can be performed.

Even MRI is becoming avail-
able with the advancement of
newer machinesthat are designed
narrower allowing thelimb of the
horse to be placed high enough
into the machine to be able to
image the stifle. Unfortunately,
these imaging options have their
limitation when it comes to fully
diagnosing an injury in the stifle
joint; therefore, performing an ar-
throscopi c examination or scoping
of the joint is often necessary to
diagnose and treat the injury.

The arthroscopic surgery al-
lows examination of important
structures in the joint like the
meniscus, ligaments and cartilage
of the stifle joint where the most
common injuriesoccur that cannot
be fully imaged by the techniques
mentioned above. When it comes
to treating OCD lesions or bone
cysts, the best option, and frankly
the only one in many cases, is
surgery to remove the OCD bone
fragments or treat the bone cyst
arthroscopically.

NTFR



Stifle injuries do not always
require surgical intervention to
treat the pain coming from the
joint. If lamenessisisolated to the
stifle joint but no specific lesion is
found with X-rays or ultrasound
and thelamenessisnot severe, the
joint may just be inflamed from
trauma or overuse, which can be
controlled with intra-articular
medication. Thekey reason for the
formation of arthritisor joint pain
is from inflammation. This can be
controlled with severa different
drugs or biological products that
can be directly injected into the
affected joint.

A common treatment is a
combination of steroids and hy-
aluronate sodium injected into
the joint to control or block the
inflammatory cycle. Biological
treatments are products that are
harvested from the horse, pro-
cessed and placed into the affected
joint.

These products include IRAP

(interleukin -1 receptor antagonist
protein, PRP (platelet rich plas-
ma), stem cells or a combination
of PRP and IRAP in one product
(Pro-Stride). These biological
products have various properties
to control inflammation, deliver
growth factorsand repair damaged
tissue, respectively, and are great
optionsto treating many different
causes of joint injuriesin horses.

Inflammation can also be treat-
ed and controlled systemically
with oral NSAIDs such as phe-
nylbutazone or firocoxib.

Other methods to help with
joint health are using products
containing proteoglycan mol-
eculessuch ashyaluronic acid and
glycosaminoglycans which come
invariousformulationsfor differ-
ent routes of administration.

Upward fixation of the patella
or a locking stifle joint is a com-
mon problem in young horses
going through training.

Horses have a locking mecha-
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nism built into the stifle to allow
them to conserve energy while
they rest standing.

Signs of locking or catch-
ing stifle can be very obvious to
a horse that is subtly catching
when ridden. Thiscondition often
gets worse with more work and
fatigue.

Treatments for mild cases of
upward fixation of the patella
include controlled exercise such
toincrease quadricepsand gluteal
muscle mass with internal blis-
tering of the middle and medial
patellar ligaments.

More advanced cases of up-
ward fixation of the patella often
fail to improve with exercise and
blistering treatment, requiring a
surgical splitting of the medial
patellar ligament.

Surgical splitting of the medial
patellar ligament had a 98 percent
success rate published in arecent
retrospective research article.

Internal blistering and split-

ting of the ligament both lead to
scaring and enlargement of the
ligament to make it easier for the
horse to unlock the patella.

The last resort is transection
or cutting of the medial patellar
ligament, which has a higher set
of complicationsin athletic horses
and requires prolonged rest to
avoid complications.

If you suspect any of these
joint injuries or problemsin your
horse’s stifle, then it is best to see
aveterinarian who has experience
in equine lameness.

Injury to this joint should not
be ignored but rather addressed
quickly for the best possible out-
come to be achieved.

There are many possible in-
juries that can occur, but with an
accurate work up of the lameness
and imaging techniques available,
adiagnosis can be reached.

With an accurate diagnosis, the
proper treatment plan can be made
for each individual horse.

Visit LoneStarAgCredit.com to
connect with a lean officer near you.
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s promised, this month’s
A article features Delaney

Wolf, wife of Paul Wolf
who aong with hisgood team rop-
ing mare, Nemo, was the subject
of last month’ s Equine Superstars.
This month we learn about Dela-
ney’s cutting mare, lvy.

Ivy is the barn name for Stop
Ichin, a13-year-old maresired by
Cat Ichi, a son of High Brow Cat
who earned more than $300,000
cutting and has produced $5.5
million in earners. Sheis out of
a dam named Sassy Soda, a hon-
pro cutting mare who won about
$70,000.

Like Paul, Delaney attended
Tarleton State University in Ste-
phenville and was a member of
and competed on the Collegiate
Stock Horse Team. During that
time, they were taking lessons
from Jerry Palmer, acutting horse
trainer in the area when a good
friend, Marty McCormick, who
trained Nemo for team roping,
suggested they go look at Ivy. He
sent them some pictures of her
which they shared with Palmer,
who learned that Ken Mock, a
good friend of Jerry’s, was her
trainer and contacted Mock. He
told Palmer if his clients could
buy Ivy, they definitely should,
that she was a great horse but she
was a little behind where her cur-
rent owner wanted her to be for
the futurities. Since she wasn't
going to beready for thefuturities,
he didn't really have any use for
her. So in the words of Delaney,
these two broke college kids who
had no business buying a young
cutting horse managed to trade
one of Paul’s horses and a couple
thousand dollars for her, a trade
that was an unbelievable deal and

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM

Delaney Wolf on lvy. Wolf says lvy is the kind of horse that makes you a showman. (Photo courtesy Jo
Haigwood)

ultimately made them the owners
of a very nice, winning cutting
horse. Delaney said that for the
caliber of horse lvy turned out to
be, shewas a steal.

Delaney purchased vy in2010
when she was four years old and
continued to work with Palmer,
only now shewastrainingwith [vy
under her. Palmer took themareto
shows every weekend for Delaney
and got the mare to the place of
being a seasoned, finished cutting
horse. The Wolfs had to pay her
show bill, but the help hauling
and showing the mare under the
experienced hand of Palmer was
a huge asset well worth the cost,
and Ivy mostly paid her own way.
If vy placed, she got to show the

next weekend. She was such a
talented mare that she managed to
place often enough to pay her way
to being a finished horse.

Having Ivy be a finished and
seasoned horse helped Delaney
because she had always ridden
cow horses and done team pen-
ning, but she had never ridden a
cutting horse. She wanted lvy to
be confident in herself and her
performance beforesherodeherin
competition. So, for that first year
Delaney owned her, shejust exer-
cised her and helped with her care
but did not work her on cows, and
asprevioudly noted, she continued
to have Palmer ride her, wanting
to give the mare every advantage
to be as good as she could.

The first time Delaney showed
her was at the Abilene Spectacular
in 2012

Delaney had never evenworked
her on a cow at that time. The
second time she showed lvy was
at the National Cutting Horse As-
sociation Super Stakeswherethey
were one half point from making
the finals. Delaney says Ivy is the
kind of horse that makes you a
showman, and if you do your job,
she's going to mark a big score
and bring home money. Since lvy
aged out in 2012, the team has
shown in the $50,000 Amateur
class. She added cutting is just
natural to Ivy, and that she stays
trained and hasn’t beento atrainer
See VY page 38
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Continued from page 37

vy

since 2012. Ivy isaconsistent 73
to 74 scorer in the cutting pen, and
one of Delaney’s best memories
of their partnership was scoring
76 inashow at Denton. They also
werethe AreaNCHA Champions
for their show area. Their prep
for a show is to work a little on
the flag or cows the week before
a show, and she is ready to go.
Delaney added she stays sound
and is easy to keep and ones like
her don’t come along very often.
| asked how she was to live with
when they were at home. Dela-
ney laughed and said, “She's the
gueen of the pasture,” and added
that sherunsthe other horses. vy
hatesto be clean and would rather
be a “big mud-ball.” She lets the
kids ride her around and is very
laid back at home, but when she
getsto the show, it's all business.

Two years ago Delaney flushed an
embryo out of lvy and now has a
two-year-old colt named Patrick
whoisready to gototraining. Pat-
rick isby SR Instant Choice. With
Patrick’s career about to launch,
Ivy will go into semi-retirement
this year and start another career
aswell. Shewill bebred and carry
thisfoal herself.

Ivy will remain with the Wolf
family to bring more champions
into the world and maybe one
day soon help the Wolf children
become champions in the 4-H or
Texas Junior High School Rodeo
arena.

Welook for really good things
in the future out of this really
nice mare, her offspring and her
talented owner.

Until next month...Happy
Trails.
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A UNIQUE BOUTIQUE EXPERIENCE

pring is coming and | am excited for some
color. Who doesn’t love serape and jumpsuits?
Thissuper cutejumpsuit is something you can
wear al year, shown here with a long sleeve shirt
underneath, but also can be worn with atank top. It
also comes in red serape, and you can find both on my
website. Top it off with a concho belt and turquoise
boots, also on the site, and you are set. Check it out
at www.jessegewelz.com Photo credit: SusanaClare
photography.
XOXO,
Jessica Kader
~~Jesses Jewelz ~~
Custom jewelry for the
custom you.

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM MARCH 2019 | 41


http://www.ntfronline.com
http://www.jessesjewelz.com




e — i —

s the dust settles from the National Finals Rodeo

%d Junior NFR in Las Vegas, North Texas Farm

d Ranch magazine had a chance to sit down and

catch up with world champion headers Clay Smith and Ty

Woods, who both just happen to make their homes in this
great state.

Smith, the 27- year -old header fromBowie, wasdestined
to beateamroper. Named for seven-time World Champion
Team Roping Heeler Clay O’ Brien Cooper, he was roping
from the time he was big enough to swing a loop, begin-
ning with dummy ropings at all the major events across
the country.

Before he was old enough to get a driver’s license, he
had already won three trucks and a trailer. Smith and his
partner, Paul Eaves, entered the NFR in December know-
ing it would be their last time to rope together. They made
it count, and after 10 grueling rounds, left Vegas as 2018
World Champion team ropers.

Clay wasn't the only header to bring home a world title
to North Texas. Fifteen-year-old Ty Woods of Decatur was
paired with 10-year-old Michael Calmelat from Arizonain
the back pinning ceremony at the Junior NFR Open roping
championship. Two days and five rounds later, the two young
strangers were world champions.

The 2018 NFR was just the beginning for both, as Smith
continues to pursue his dream of winning as many World
Championships as he can. He moves forward with his new
roping partner, Jake Long. For the younger cowboy, his
plans are to be exactly like Smith —a good man and a NFR
world champion.
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old son of Tony and Christi Woods and Dianna
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bs hen Ty Woods arrived in Las Vegasfor
Wthe Junior National Finals Rodeo, his
thoughts weren’t on winning the open
with a pint-sized 10-year-old he had never met.
He was there to win a championship with his best
friend and roping partner, Catcher Gasperson.

“1 had expectations of winning the number 10
division. Catcher and | were good enough, there's
no reason we shouldn’t have won, but wejust didn’t
doany good. That' swhy we werethere, weworked
al year for it,” explained Woods.

Thebest friendsfrom Decatur, Texas, had spent
the last year traveling the country, from Decatur
to Colorado, Mississippi, Louisiana, North Da-
kota, South Dakota, Wyoming, Colorado and New
Mexico, working to qualify for the Junior NFR.

Halfway through the year, Woods decided to
throw his hat in the opens, with a shot at qualify-
ing for both in Vegas, and managed to do just that
by the hair on his chinny-chin-chin. The 15-year-

Woodswould goto Vegasranked sixth with partner
Gasperson and 15th — last for the open.

“We had our standards set to win, but not the
open. Winning it came from our blind-sides,”
recalled Woods.

Partnered with ayoung Michael Camelat, it is
safe to say the duo entered the competition as the
underdogs.

“We were matched in the back-number cer-
emony, and it was this little 10-year-old kid, and
they'relike here’ syour partner, Michael Calmelat.
| was thinking, this kid is 10, and we're up in the
open against all these others. There are 17-year-
olds and they’re already nines and 10s, numbered
ropers,” said Woods.

The Decatur roper wasn't sure what he was
getting himself into, but the two shook hands and
got to work.

Continued on page 46
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TURNER COUNTRY

PROPERTIES
FARM « RANCH « LAND
TURNERCOUNTRYFROPERTIES.COM
STEPHEN TURNER, Listing Agent

940-636-7039
Stephen@urnercountryproperties.coun

HOUEE & 1587 ACRES | WICHITA COUNTY
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CASA DEL RIO FARM $895,000
This is a highly improved large acreage river property within the city limits
of Wichita Falls. It's improved with a completely remodeled house, two
horse barns and a workshop/garage. The property has Wichita River
Frontage, heavy woods, farmiand, mature hardwoods and an extensive
trail system along the river. You will not find another property like this one
that has a country atmosphere with convenience to city living amenities.

618 ACRES | CLAY COUNTY

AV

CHARLIE RIVER RANCH

The Charlie River Ranch is prime recreational land located on the Red River

UNDER CONTRACT
$2 145/Ac

in narthern Clay County. It consist of 618 acres, both deeded and accreted
land, being mostly wooded with a good balance of natural cleared areas. It
has good topography with nearly 50° of elevation change with great views.
The property is fenced and cross fenced. There is a windmill and ebectricity
on the ranch. This is a very nice ranch on the Red River covered with game.
Additional acreage available,

175 ACRES | WICHITA & CLAY COUNTIES

II‘EMDNIE WICHITA RIVER RANCH

If you are looking for an ideal hunting property, look no further. The Bymaond is
|loaded with game, has Wichita River Frontage, heavy woods and underbrush,
some farmland and access to public water and electricity. All of this within 15
minutes of downtown Wichita Falls!
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$2 900/Ac

B33 ACRES | JACK COUNTY
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$2 450/Ac
The Swift Creek Ranch is one of the nicer raw land tracts currently
available in Jack County, It's is heavily wooded with primarily oaks, with
scattered mesquites, good hunting, great cover and habitat for wildlife,
several creeks traverse the ranch, rolling terrain with outstanding views,
over 115° of elevation change, several building sites, good interior roads,
several ponds, electricity is on the ranch and well water is avallable.

FOTREseN) ae L
LOST CREEK RANCH $2,500/Ac
The Lost Creek is located in northwest Young County, 3.5 miles southwest of Markley.
The property is heavily wonded with oaks, mesquite along with scattered grass
madows. Thiere is nearty 100 feet of elevation change across the ranch, with
outstanding views. The north portion of the property Is dominated by a wet weather
creek, which eventually flows 2ast into Brushy Creek. This ks an ideal recreational
praperty with wildlife all ower it.

TURNER COUNTRY PROPERTIES
AVAILABLE LISTINGS
« Arrowhead Hunting Ranch - 456 Acres - Clay Co - 51,895/Ac
« Bluegrove Ranch - 121 Acres - Clay Co. - 52,750/Ac
« Broday Ranch - 3,400 Acres - Clay Co - 52,375/Ac
» Diehl Ranch- 42 Acres - Barn, Pens, Ponds - Clay Co - $225,000
« Triangle T - East lolly Ranch - 4,972 Acres - Clay Co- 51,750/ Ac
= Triangle T - North Dean Ranch - 3,206 Acres - Clay Co -51,750/Ac
« Covey Ranch- House & 32 Acres- Jack Co- $275,000- Under Contract
= Goetze Farm - 293 Ac - Wichita Co - $1,650/Ac - Under Contract

MoORE DETAILS AVAILABLE AT TURNERCOUNTRYPROPERTIES.COM



Continued from page 44

“Someone told me he was good, so | just
tried to stay consistent and catch all of them,
going for the average,” explained Woods.

The strong underdogs made a statement
right out of the gate by catching the first one
out.

“Everyonewaslike‘ Oh dang, you can’t do
that again’ and kept telling usit wouldn’t hap-
pen, but you know what? We ran the second,
then the third, then the fourth, and finally the
fifth and won it,” recalled Woods.

The rounds didn’t go without some wob-
bly moments and a bit of good luck, but the
strangers did what they do best to create a
strong partnership. With Woods heading and
Camelat heeling, they took home the gold
buckle.

“We drew arunner and | got kind of ner-
vous. It was a lucky head loop | just barely
stuck it on him, and it kind of sat there. | was
lucky it stayed on, but Michael came around
and doubled him so that was good,” recalled
Woods.

The first catch was good enough to land the
duo in second place with a 5.83-second run.
They shortened that time in the second with
atime of 5.38 seconds, followed by a6.09. A
7.98 in the fourth landed them in fourth place
and boosted them to number two goinginto the
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short go, wherethey had an 8.96, placing them
in first. When leaders Kreece Thompson and
Cole Curry went without a catch for the first
time all week, Woods and partner Calmelat
were the new world champions.

“It was fun, Michael isrealy quiet, he just
goes out there and ropes and says a word or
two and goes on. He's pretty shy, but he can
heel,” said his partner.

How did it feel for a 15-year-old kid to
win one the biggest rodeo events on theworld
stage?

“Amazing. I had butterflies in my stomach,
but I think my parents were more excited than
| was,” grinned Woods. His parents, including
dad Tony, stepmom Christi Woods and mom
Dianne Woods were there to seeit al.

Theroad to Vegas started when Woods was
just atiny tot, on his family’s land in Sunset.
His dad had rodeoed and roped in high schoal,
when a business venture started at a young
age took off.

The elder Woods hung up his rope to fol-
low the businessroute, focusing on hisfamily,
while always hoping at least one of his two
sons would want to follow in his footsteps.

His oldest, Ryan, instead found a love for
motocross, a passion Ty followed his brother
infor afew yearsbefore abroken arm and two
surgeries had him returning to the saddle.
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“We had a 200-acre ranch and | grew up
around horses and animals. | started rodeoing
when I was five, we did the Kid Junior Rodeo
Association’s until | was about eight or nine
then my brother started racing motocross. |
thought | would give something elseatry for a
while, but afew yearsintoit | brokemy arm. |
alwayslovedriding, and wasstill doing so, and
got back into rodeoing with my best friend,”
said Woods.

Gasperson’s father, Willy, helped Woods
hone hisroping skills, teaching him to head. It
wasat the Gaspersonsthat Woods' four-legged
partner, the 15-2, now 20-year-old Grey came
into the picture.

“Heisabigol’ huge-headed horse,” laughed
Woods. “Heisn't papered. | started off onared
roan named Jellybean Catcher had ridden. A
rancher came out to their house one evening
and told me to try this horse. He told me he
was pretty automatic, just a great solid head
horse. We ended up buying him, but | wasn't
for sure | wanted him. | was kind of nervous,
he' s pretty strong and was alittle much for me
at thetime,” recalled Woods.

The morning after the purchase, Woods
took the grey to ajackpot in Graham, wherethe
two won first, second and third, but the young
roper remained anxious.

“| stopped riding him for awhile, | thought
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hewasalittle much for me. | don’t know why
| stopped. We bought another onewhose name
was Rooster, but I finally started back up on
Grey. | was more consistent on him and got
the right bit in him, and it just worked,” said
Woods.

Meanwhile, Tony Woods came on board,
promising to support his son in his new ven-
ture.

“It is something | have backed. | told him
if hewould give me 110 percent, | would give
him 110 percent, and part of that is keeping
your grades up and doing what you are sup-
posed to do. If that is what you are going to
do, then let’ sget aplan and put it together and
go after that. Anything is achievable as long
as you put your heart and soul into it. That's
pretty much my standard for him, is to be a
champion,” said the roper’ s father.

So far, the teenager has lived up to those
expectations, never taking a day off with
astounding dedication rarely found in adults,
much less young men.

Woods wakes up before the sun, feeding
his horses before heading to Decatur High
School, where heis afreshman. After school,
he rushes home to pin up his horses, before
heading to his roping partner’s house, where
the pair can be found practicing until late into
the evening.

There’'s always homework and makeup
work from his time on the road. Despite his
long hours, Woods is on the A and B honor
roll, with some help from teachers.

“It is hard. We miss alot of school and |
have to make up alot, but all the teachers are
really nice and understanding about it,” said
Woods. His dad agrees.

“We have been pretty fortunate there, Deca-
tur has been really good to him. They let him
make up his work for what he’'s doing, it's a
testament to Decatur with how they are with
the rodeo kids because it's not sanctioned by
the school. There are a lot of cowboys who
live in Wise County, so that probably helps
us,” laughed the dad.

His friends aren’t quite as understanding,
chuckles Woods, who explainsthey just don’t
get it.

“They’relike*Oh, you' re something, just a
goofy cowboy.’ It realy isjust me and Catcher
that actually rodeo. There's a handful of them
who rope jackpots around Wise County and
stuff, but we are the only two that stay on the
road and practice every singleday,” explained
Woods.

However, it's not all work and no play for

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM
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Ty Woods and his 10-year-old partner, Michael Calmelat, receive their buckles after taking
first place in the open at the Junior National Finals Rodeo in Las Vegas last December. (Photo

courtesy Tony Woods)

the header, who enjoys the lifestyle as much
asthe sport he fell in love with.

“There are good people around and you
have a lot of social time for everybody. You
get to meet a new person every day. | enjoy
every minute of it,” said the teenager.

Theyoung cowboy continuesto work hard,
with plans to ‘go everywhere’ he can during
2019, including a few World Junior Qualifier
(the new name for the Junior NFR) events.

He also will be training a new horse, a
dapple grey by the name of Whistle.

“I’m excited to see how he turns out. He
came off the Four Sixesin west Texas. He has
been ranched on al hislife, heisseven and we
are starting him on the head side. He's bred
really well,” said Wood.

Hisfather explainsthey areworking to hone
his son’s horsemanship skills.

“We bought this horse to get him going on
his own and try to make a horse for himself
so he can correct horses as he gets older. |
think it's imperative a cowboy becomes a
good horseman. It's not just the roper, it'sthe
mount you’ re riding that helps you get there,”
said Woods.

Whereexactly isthere? The NFR, of course.
However, don’t expect the young roper to get
a big head anytime soon. He explains he was

raised to say ‘yes mam and no mam’ and treat
otherstheway hewantsto betreated. Hemakes
sureto pick role models who do the same.

“Trevor Brazile, of course, 23-time world
champion, he’ sfor surearolemodel. It scrazy
how much he' s done and he' sjust agreat guy
and a great dude to be around. He's from my
hometown. | want to be like him when | grow
up, and Clay Smith. He's young, upcoming,
and seems like a great dude. | just want to get
pointers from everybody | can,” said Woods.

It iswhat is exceptional about the sport of
rodeo.

“Everyone in this sport, even your world
champions, will take time and give you point-
ers and whatever the case may be, where you
don't see that in a lot of other sports,” said
Tony Woods.

With the perfect mixture of dedication and
lovefor the sport, there’ sno doubt thename Ty
Woods is not going away anytime soon.

“I'justloveit,” said Woodswith agrin from
ear to ear. “Really three yearsago when | very
first started back up, I wouldn’t have thought I
would be heretoday going asstrong as| amand
wanting to know that thisiswhat | want to do
with my life. | didn’t think | would know that
but now it is. | want to go to the NFR one day
and be right where Clay Smith isnow.”
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@&NE STAR ANGUS

Annual Spring Bull Sale MARCH 23,2019

COOKE COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS, GAINESVILLE, TEXAS = 12:00 noon
1907 Justice Center Blvd, Gainesville, TX 76240

75 powerful ranch-rasied bulls with breed leading genetics.
For calves that weigh heavy and grade choice, Trust the Lone Star.

Also featuring the Customer Appreciation Commercial Female Sale -
top quality replacements from quality Lone Star Genetics.

» Two year old bulls and 18 month old bulls available. . We use a feed test to measure gain, ultrasound and
+  Pickup your bull sale day or from the ranch by May 15. genomic DNA data to enhance EPDS.
Free delivery within 250 miles for purchases over $10,000. - Bulls are structurally correct and docile.
«  Allbulls are fertility tested and come with our one year +  Videos available two weeks before the sale at
fertility guarantee. www.lonestarangus.com

Bulls are tested negative for persistent BYD,

& L
o

L@NE STAR S
940-367-0064 - rodney: E‘Iunﬂstarangus.m?
Histaric Howell Ranch
Established 1861 www.lonestarangus.com

Lone Star - The Trusted Brand For Decades.
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Clay Smith arrived in Las Vegas in
December 2018 for the 60th Wrangler
National Finals Rodeo sitting at the top
of the list of Pro Rodeo Cowboys Association
headers with $115,345 in winnings for the year
and adream.

After 10 grueling rounds, he left Vegas as
2018 World Champion Team Roper, a gold
buckle, atrophy saddle and a dream come true.
“I’ve worked al my life in the practice pen to
rope that last steer in the National Finals,” he
remarked.

Smith and partner Paul Eaveswon round two,
placed in six other rounds and ended up third in
the averageto pocket another $174,576, bringing
their year-end total to $289,921.

Named for seven-time World Champion
Team Roping Heeler Clay O’'Brien Cooper,
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Smith was destined to be ateam roper.

He was roping from the time he was big
enough to swing aloop, beginning with dummy
ropings at all the major ropings across the coun-
try. His brother, Jake, named for seven-time
World Champion Header Jake Barnes, became a
World Champion Dummy Roper at age five, and
the two appeared on the Tonight Show, teaching
Jay Leno how to rope.

“I threw my first loop from a horse when I
was five,” Smith shared. He worked his way up
through junior rodeo associations, TexomaJunior
Rodeo Association and Oklahoma Y outh Rodeo
Association, winning championships in both
ropings with his brother, Jake. They were aso
entering and winning open jackpots.

A native of Broken Bow, Okla., he attended
Continued on page 50




school there through his eighth
grade year and then was home
schooled by his grandmother
Betty Smith, a retired school
teacher, so he could hone hisrop-
ing skills.

Hisfather, Mark Smith, ateam
roper and horse trainer, provided
horses, cattle to rope and advice
to the youngster. Dad even built
acovered arenato alow practice
year round. Mom, Tammy, athird-
grade teacher, videoed so they
could critique their runs.

Before Smith was old enough
to get a driver's license, he had
already won three trucks and a
trailer.Y ounger brother, Britt,
named after Britt Bockius, 13-time
WNER qualifier, soon entered the
miX, and the three dominated the
world of team roping.

A room in their parents’ home
is covered wall-to-wall and floor-
to ceiling with saddles they have
won. Cases hold hundreds of
buckles, both testaments to these
boys' ability. Smith, 27, joined the
PRCA in 2013.

This was Smith and Eaves'
fourth trip to the WNFR, but the
duo had been roping together for
four years. Eaves, 28, is from
Lonedell, Mo., and has qualified
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for the WNFR seven times.

They traveled more than
100,000 miles each year from
rodeo to rodeo.

Both have trailers with living
quarters, making it possible for
their families to travel with them
much of the time.

Some of their biggest winsin
2018 were rodeos in San Angelo,
Mineral Wellsand Dalhart, Texas,
Fort Smith, Ark., the All-Ameri-
can ProRodeo Finalsin Waco and
the Ram Texas Circuit Finals.

The good gray gelding, Marty,
carried Smith through all 10
rounds at the 2018 WNFR. Al-
though he has no papers, the horse
goes back to Hollywood Dun It
and Smart Little Lena. At 15.2
and around 1,200 pounds, “Heis
the perfect shapeto hold up. He's
got enough bone,” said Smith. “He
aways puts me in a spot to win.
That horse has been ablessing.”

Smith lives in Bowie, Texas,
now with wife Taylor and son Jade
O'Brien, named for Jade Corkill
and Clay O’ Brien Cooper, keeping
the names and tradition alive.

He and Eaves decided it was
time for a change, and Smith is
now heading for Jake Long. They
are presently in first place in the

Clay holding son, Jade, and wife, Taylor, holding Clay’s gold buckle at
the NFR. (Courtesy of the Smith family)
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PRCA team roping standings.

Big wins already this year
include Denver and the Texas Cir-
cuit Finals. They will competein
the RAM National Circuit Finals
in Kissimmee, Fla., in April.

“We've had an unbelievable
start to this year,” said Smith.
Smith also recently won all six
holes heading in the team roping
at the Western Horseman Timed
Event Challenge in connection
with the Fort Worth Stock Show
and Rodeo, and he and Long won
the Wildfire recently, Smith’s third
time to win the annual event.

Smith’s talents are not confined
to heading. His ability asahorse-
man alows him to competein all
of the timed events.

As a multiple-time contestant
inthe Timed Event Championship
at the Lazy E Arena in Guthrie,
Okla., he also heels, ropes calves,
steer wrestles, and trips steers.
A broken barrier kept him from
winning in 2017, and in 2018
a mishap in the steer wrestling
ended up with a broken bone in
hisright leg.

That broken leg didn’t keep
him down long, unlike the broken
back when he was 13.

“A horse flipped over back-
wards with me, and | spent 14
weeksin abrace. | could stand up
or liedown, but | couldn’t sit down
all that time,” Smith explained.

“My favoriterodeo would have
to be Houston because they treat
you really good, and the money is
good. I’ve made it back to the final
round, but I’ve never won it,” he
added. This year the payoff will
count in the PRCA standings, and
with first paying $50,000, winning
it would go along way to securing
aspot at the NFR.

“My goal now is to win as
many World Championships as |
can. It isreadly nice to be able to
dowhat | love and travel with my
family,” Smith concluded.

(Pick upacopy of theMarchis-
sue of Oklahoma Farm and Ranch
Magazine to read more about
Clay, Jake and Britt Smith.)
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(Above) Clay, center, and Jake,
right, on the Tonight Show teach-
ing Jay Leno how to rope. (Cour-
tesy of the Smith family) (Left)
Smith and Eaves receiving their
buckles and trophy saddles as
PRCA World Champion Header
and Heeler in 2018. (Courtesy of
Clay Smith)
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JACKSBORO
NATIONAL BANK

Built to fit your needs, any size or design.
Call and "-flu.i.hlirurm af aur .l.rlun.ﬂn rable associates roday! M B kT

o

-
LAND »~ LHIVESTOCK

Get a FREE estimate : EQUIPMENT & OPERATING LOANS
NEE| ’
Call 377 U"} 1 H ARN today! Lﬁ Honor the Past = Respect the Present = Protect the Future

Belief, Commitment and Execution of this plan support our logo and our
H e customers’ pride in identifying where they choose to bank as “My Bank™

Friday, March 29 Sutu rday, March 30
6:30pm ~ OPEN TO THE PuBLIC €215 10am-5pm ~ OPEN TO THE PUBLIC m
Art Exhibit Opening: mingle with over 40 juried arlists and Exhibit open to the public, live music and children’s aclivities.

view their artwork. Beans, coernbread and hors d'ceuvres by

the World Champion Chuckwagon. Live music by worldcloss ~ 5:30pm ~ Cowboy Up Dinner & Auction

strolling fiddlers and artist's award presentation, [cowboy chicken fried steak and all the fixins by the World
5 Champien Chuckwagen), live music and curaled Auction.
New Location: The Forum $45 fickets available ot 9407663347 or ArlsCouncilWF.org.
2120 Speedway

Wichita Falls, Texas s i N a

Arts Council

Wichita Falls Area, Inc

2019 Featurad Arfisi
Laine Smith

ArtsCouncilWF.org/Cowboy-True
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TUESDAY, MARCH 12, 2013 - 1:00 PM HT “LLBUUS "“"TESTE"
At the Ronch '/ 220 Laguna Madre Rd / Mocwel, WM 3?723 | FREE NATIDHWII]E DELIVERY

- SELLING 105 PUREBRED ANGUS BULLS 1; " VOLUNE DISCOUNTS

.. 80 bulls are 16 months or older. All bulls are fertility e

"' checked,  genomic tested and complete set of o
performance data. Bulls are managed in 1300 ft runs to
ensure a rugged, hard made bull ready to cover ground.
- 2/3o0f¢ ffenng suitable for heifers and cows.

RRR CONFIDENCE PLUS R0228 [ RRR VALOR ROO18

BW WW YW CW MARB RE sB

47 | 0.81 | 0.89 |152.01 3 3.2 90 | 154 | 71 | 0.58 | 0.93 |180.13

S I R E S REPRESENTED Baldridge Colonel C251, PA Valor 201, Haynes Outright 452,
A ¢nnnealy Confidence Plus, Baldridge Xpand X743, and more! ,

o David Schumaker, Ownnr :’ Chrls Earl, Owner 630-675-6559 or svfchief@aol.com
e Trent Earl, Manager 719-557-9915 / Garrett Earl, Herdsman 630-400-1225

|'-'F " 'r: 2 LIKE LS ON

d vt | facebook

R T * Ay T L{ T ' 1
ke, 1\- v o O ) %
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oaves * Time: 2 hours

{:%gs active dry yeast Dissolve yeast in lukewarm water. Add sugar, milk powder, salt, and half of flour. Mix until
2 cups lukewarm water smooth. Add butter and remaining flour.

3/4 cup powdered milk Knead either by machine or by hand for 10 minutes. Place in greased bowl; cover, let rise
1/3 cup sugar until doubled. Punch down and shape into two loaves, place in greased pans. Cover. Let rise
1tsp. salt until doubled in size.

1/3 cup softened butter Preheat oven to 350 degrees Fahrenheit. Bake in pre-heated oven for 30 minutes or until
6 cups bread flour golden brown. Remove from pan to wire rack to cool. Optional: brush loaves with butter.
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Southwest FABRICATORS

Hugo, Oklahoma
Our price can’t be beat on a comparable product
Cut Your Overhead, Increase Your Profits
with Round Overhead Storage Bins.

Puts the bloom on your cattle to get top
price for less money!

TOLL FREE: (877) 326-3574
www.overheadbins.com
E-mail Us:

troy@ overheadbins.com

CoOwBOY
CHURCH OF
HENRIETTA

We invite you to come worship with us every Sunday
Classes at 10 a.m. | Service at 11 a.m.

el en b shword Snndiben led e anddelivered § e myfromi e r
m.ﬂ:ﬂﬂ 1 Ce b e | T L mmﬂﬂmmm

vord of G od.

Homnans 10:17

i g e T -Standard Squﬂﬂza Chute

Come See Us
at the
Wichita Falls
Farm & Ranch
Expo

Stampede Steel Chute

#1 Trusted dealer for sales, service and repair in livestock handling equipment
137 Jerry Walker Road * Bowie, TX | 116 CR 811 « Teague
www.morganlivestockequip.com | 800-720-6018

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM
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Pricas subject to change

amioni(} Go BIG, Go Home
e=rel - Savings up to $7,500

Weatheriord
Truck Equipment

Gooseneck Hitch | Fifth Wheels | Flatbeds
Truck Accessories | Service Bodies
Fuel Tanks | Dump Body

SMART HOME |

NOW - 2019

Fold down Hitches & Stand Up Balls available

When You Buy New
i, d. i Bl TRAILER
A1 HITCHES

CIaw 31 7-594-2299 = cell: 817.597.8150
9900 JACKSBORO HWY h omes

FORT WORTH, TX 76135  www.clavtontomesFortwormcom MErrZ A UL TRV CHER o I 1VENY
817-237-6706 LIKE US ON FACEBOOK Supplying Premium Truck Accessories & Equipment Since 1997!

9

For the BEST Prices around on these GREAT
brands and more... Visit our 4 Stores in Justin
Monday-Saturday
9am-6pm
e - or .Sh'op us online (@
101 N. Hwv 156 JustinDiscountBoots.com

Justin, 'T'X 76247

RB134240

Deentur

ol ..

‘ A --1 : I-.-:..- 7 . u
* _ 2sinss gl Wrangjler
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AHEN A CLTY GIRL GOEo COUNT

living I might have been de-

scribed as a compulsive plan-
ner. Life on a cattle ranch would
changethat. I’ ve learned to let go
of unwavering expectations for
how | thought my life or even my
day was supposed to happen.

There is happiness in being
ready for any possibility and ready
to seize unexpected moments and
opportunities. Happy is the life
that is dazzled by each beautiful
sunrise whether acloudy or asun-
ny day. I’ve learned to be grace-
fully surprised by each and every
event in my life — endeavoring
not to be daunted, overwhelmed
or exasperated when every detail
doesn’t pan out the way | had
envisioned.

Yes, life on a cattle ranch is
filled with the unpredictable and
unplanned so al the better to em-
brace that redlity.

Such an example happened
one winter. Even though my hus-
band tries to calendar the births
of calvesto avoid December and
January, there often is that cow
that got pregnant before hewanted
her to. More than once Murphy’s
Law ruled the day much to my
dear husband’ sdismay resultingin
acalf being born during the worst
weather conditions possible.

We were in the midst of a hor-
rible winter storm. My husband
was driving his four-wheel drive
Blazer around the pasture to give
the cows a final check before we
headed to bed.

Our miniature dachshund and
| were hanging out in the living
room when through the front
door enters my husband carrying
a barely breathing sleet covered
newborn calf. A mix of freezing
rain and deet at thetimeof itshirth
literally froze the poor thing to the

I n my early years of country

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM

By Annette Bridges

Annette Bridges has learned to let go of unwavering expectations for how she thought her life or even her
day was supposed to happen. (Photo courtesy Annette Bridges)

ground. My husband was able to
pull her up and get her on to the
floorboard of his Blazer.

He carried the poor baby to
our guest bathtub where we both
worked diligently to cover the calf
inwarm water while struggling to
keep her head aboveit. It was not
easy. We gently yet vigorously
scrubbed to melt the ice off. Her
body was so cold the hot tub water
amost immediately cooled off.
We kept adding hot water until
we actually ran out. After towel
rubbing and blowing with a hair
dryer, my hushand carried the near
lifelesscalf andlaid her downona
rug in front of our gas stove.

Thecaf wasweak and lay very
still, and so our long night began.

One trait | can tell you about my
country boy isthat hedoesn’t give
up. Hisdedication to life and sur-
vival for all entrusted in his care
is unswerving.

| wish | had a photo of the
scene. My husband lay on the sofa
I lay for a long while on the floor
beside the pitiful calf rubbing her
head, and our dachshund remained
in her bed not far from the calf on
high aert for signs of any life. |
eventually moved to our loveseat
and dozed, asthe calf lay unmov-
ing in front of the stove. Dawn
was still a few hours away. We
would wait till morning to find the
mammacow and hopefully reunite
the calf to its mamma. That is if
she survived the night.

Our dachshund turned into our
barking alarm clock when shortly
before daylight the calf woke
from its frozen sleep and began
trying to stand. We took the now
very aive caf to our barn and my
husband created a small playpen
areastacked with hay balesfor the
calf to stay warm. The successful
reuniting did happen and other
than damageto her earsfrom frost-
bite, she grew into a strong and
healthy cow. My adviceto anyone
adjusting from life in the city to
the country is to allow yourself
to be flexible and open-minded
for the many unforeseen amazing
adventures that will surely come.
If you are a planner, plan to be
surprised.
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Damian Hellman | 119 S. Main, Muenster | 940-759-2241
Jelt Hellman | 1211 N. Dixon, Gainesville | 930-655-2121

Custom Feed Mixes » Cuhes » Seeds
Chemicals » Animal Health « Fertilizer
Custom Spreading- Dry & Liquid Fertilizers

[rontact H'...r_|,-':_.' }-.f_.i.rJ- & it S
210-415-1414 | ka wgmail.com

www . raller2ranch.co

DISTRICT S ROPINGS

DECATUR, TEXAS

SATURDAYS B0 7:30AM ROPE 9AM
Weekend #2: February 9*
Weekend #3: March 30t
Weekend #4: April 27"

Weekend #5: May 18" DISTRICT FINALS®
DISTRICT FINALS PRIZES™

Saddles & breast collars to High Point Division Champlons

Buchkles to Champion Header and Heeler in all divisions

SATURDAY 1.0 BOOKS OPEN 7:30AM | ROPE 9:00AM

1.0, Beginner, 2.0, Mix, £2.5, §3.5, #4.5 Slide, Open. Draw option available in 3.5 and below.
Mix JuiSris.a 3.5 - 1 partner of team must either be female or 12 yr orless or 60yr +as of 7119 ¢
3.5 & Below: S40/man enter up to Bx Siadk Charge 35% AHD Progressive after 1

#4.5 Slide Pick 1/Draw 1: $160/man | enter up to 4% 80% payback in slids

Open (held based on demand) § 200/man | Pick 1/Draw 1.enter up to dx 80% payback

*To qualify for District Finals, roper must eompete on two Distriet § ¢ dates prioe to district finals.
FMI: 940-626- 192 ar 940-393-70719 or.visit NRSEvents.com/otra

'\Rq NRS Events Center
\ & Guest Ranch

& 510 NRS GIFT CARD with Purchase of a New & Unique
2019 District 9 OTRA Membership wwiren 1o First 200 rorers)

s 309 CR 4228 | Decatur, TX 76234
] sevents.  MESWORLD.C |
www.NRSevents.com YW NES 940-393-7019
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hampagne, caviar and
fashion will combine to
create an entertaining day

for local cowgirlsas part of anew
benefit for the annual Cowboy
True event in March.

The style show and brunch
will be aplace for the cowgirlsto
gather and give back to an event
that has become a staple of the
farm and ranch community in
North Texas.

The eighth annual Cowboy
TrueArt Show and Auction March
29 and March 30 will pay homage
to the working cowboy, educat-
ing the region about the honor,
art and beauty of the cowboy’s
daily life.

In its first year, the event was
conducted at The Forum, but soon
outgrew its walls, moving to the
J.S. Bridwell Center.

This year, the event returns
to its roots at The Forum, 2120
Speedway Ave., Wichita Falls,
also home to the Champagne and
Cowgirls event at 10:30 am. on
March 16.

“We decided this would be a
great way to promote Cowboy
True. Itisgoingto beastyle show
and a brunch with five different
western wear storeswho will have
their clothes on models. We are
excited about it,” said Jane Ride-
nour, chairwoman of the event.

Ridenour came upwiththeidea
after a visit to New Mexico and
presented it to the Cowboy True
committee.

“| saw it at Ruidoso at thetrack.
| thought ‘Ah ha! This would be
great for us.” Mainly for usladies,
but the men are certainly behind
this. We just thought it would be
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By Dani Blackburn

> CiicinLs

STYLE SHOW & BRUNCH
iy =

Saturday, March 16th
10:30 am '
The Forum

2120 Speedway ¥
940-766-3347 o

Wichita Falls Area,
-

Ine.

d BTN
a fun thing to do, something not  through the tables, so guests can type thing, but everyone should

done here,” explained Ridenour. look at their clothesand ask ques-  really enjoy it.”
“The models will be walking tions. Itisgoingto beaninformal Ticketsareonly $30 per person

Arts[uqncil‘a'_#ﬁu_rg_

NTFR



and available at The Forum.

For more locations, call 940-
766-3347 and visit artscouncilwf.
org. Only 200 ticketswill beavail-
able for this first-ever event.

“We set the price low. Having
the event at The Forum, we can
haveticketsalittlelessexpensive.
We are hoping this might bring
in some people who might not be
able to afford $50 or $60, where
it usualy starts,” said the chair-
woman.

Touches of Cowboy True aso
will be visible at the event, with
art pieces and old cowboy music
playing.

Guests can enjoy the main
event just a few weeks later,
beginning at 6:30 p.m. on March
29 with the Art Exhibit opening.
Thisevent is free and open to the
public.

Mingle with more than 40
juried artists who will be present
with their artwork.

Beans, cornbread and hors o
oeuvres by the World Champion
Chuckwagon will be available,
along with live music by world-
class strolling fiddlers and artist’s
award presentation.

Thefun continuesfrom 10a.m.
to 5 p.m. on Saturday as the art
exhibit is open for the public to
enjoy, with live music and chil-
dren’sactivities. At 5:30 p.m., the
Cowboy Up Dinner and Auction
kicks off.

Cowboy chicken fried steak
and all of the fixings by the World
Champion Chuckwagon will be
served.

Live music will continue to fill
the air and guests will enjoy the
curated auction.

Tickets for the dinner and
auction are $45 and available by
calling 940-766-3347 or by visit-
ing ArtsCouncilWf.org.

The 2019 featured artist is
Laine Smith from Springfield,

Mo., who joins Cowboy True for
her third year with her photog-
raphy.

Categories for the artists
include: Bits, spurs, buckles,
jewelry, gun/knife engraving,
saddles, boots, trappings/gear,
photography, paintings, drawings,
sculptures, carving and cowboy
cartoons. With so many catego-
ries, the art pieces submitted are
chosen by judges to ensure qual-
ity and that the artwork meets the
mission of the show.

A highly anticipated new event
thisyear isthe Kid' s Poetry Con-
test. Children will submit poems
to reflect the question “What does
being ‘Cowboy True’ mean to
you?’

“A lot of people don't really
know what Cowboy Trueisabout
inthisarea, anditissobigasfar as
the ranching and the farming. We
thought with having the children
doing something for the event, it

Jody Hargus 214-797-0989
Jodyhargus@daveperrymiller.com

Wil DAVE PERRY-MILLER

EEAL ENTATE

A Dvvisss ol [ Mallalay Bl Kamr, pe

might bring in parents and grand-
parents and others who might not
ordinarily come,” said Ridenour.

Other photographers who
would like to show the cowboy
life are welcometo enter the 2019
Texas Farm Bureau Photo Trail
Contest.

This year, the contest is open
to photographers of all ages. To
enter one of these events, visit
http://www.artscouncilwf.org/
cowboy-true/.

Cowboy Trueisawaysinneed
of volunteers with multiple posi-
tions available. Visit the website
or contact The Forum.

All proceeds from the event
go to The Forum to assist with
programming and mission fulfill-
ment, so mark your calendars for
Champagne and Cowgirls, along
with Cowboy True, it celebrates
the working cowboy and the art-
work that comes from their daily
lives.

DAVE PERRY-MILLER REAL ESTATE FARM AND RANCH DIVISION
SPECIALIZING IN PREMIER TEXAS PROPERTIES

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM
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rtunate are those who in-
Fﬁabit an architectural gem,
such as the former site of

the Knights of Pythias.

Favored too are the occupants
with complementary, but more
personal, rich history and valu-
able stories, of most importantly,
family, to share.

One topic can lead to another,
and while exploring the reason
some businesses stand the test of
time, outlasting others, especialy
around Weatherford's Square,
connectionsand historic reverence
cometo light.

Many passersby might over-
look the unique, castle-style ar-
chitecture or solemn silver knight
perched high above Bennett’s
Office Supply, adorning the south-
west corner of Weatherford’'s

Square.

62 | MARCH 2019

i lauﬂum.n!

.. i ﬁ

% ERRAnEN |97 g B
Il" -

By Mandi Dietz

Theknight's“twin” isin down-
town Fort Worth, atop Sundance
Square’'s focal, medieval-themed
Knights of Pythias' Castle Hall
and specifically, above its princi-
pa occupant, Haltom's Jewelers.

How most peoplescurry around
without pausing to meet others or
see daily beauty, such as pictur-
esque sunsets, likewise, lots keep
moving without stopping to ap-
preciate precious, long-standing
architecture and unmarked or
unofficial historical spots, or shop
at precious mom-and-pop stores,
such as Bennett's.

Although, Bennett's can hold
itsown.

There's something special
about longtime residents, such
as Bennett's, going the distance,
setting them apart.

Stepping foot into a place

where history permeates the air,
from the artful exterior that alone
holds a multitude of historical
clout, to the peace and calm
inside is a pleasant escape from
modern-day chaos. Extremely
high ceilings, simple but neces-
sary merchandise for sale, and a
single employee with more than
30 years of dedication to Ben-
nett’s behind the cash register is
like traveling back intime. Itisa
preciously preserved dslice of life
and afamiliar feeling of comfort,
which can't be bought, but instead,
created through true care.

Family owned and operated
with an emphasis on exceptional
customer service, seemsto be key
for keeping the company doors of
asmall establishment open half a
century.

“We try to treat people like
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family,” sayid Brian Bennett.

He and his wife are second-
generation owners, buying the of -
fice supply store from his parents.
His father first opened it in the
1960s, beginning with a Mineral
Wells location, then expanding
to Wesatherford. Bennett said his
father learned printing tradein the
air force during the Korean War
and wanted to open hisown place,
which he did.

“Printing and office supplies
go together,” Bennett said. The
family’s first printing practice
sold long ago, and the second,
kept separate, isin Mineral Wells
and managed by Bennett’s older
brother.

With time, things change. Staff
numbers may fluctuate from low
to high and low again.

See TWO OF A KIND page 65
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T&S

MFG, INC.

* Foading America's lvestock
gince 1973

» Flal conveyor chain won'l
breakup cubes

» Adjuslable flow gate - Feed
from 2-8 lbs par pile or sleady
trail, whichavar you choosa

= Counter ingide fruck counis
fead

= Haavy duty steal construction

Trip Hopper
Range Cattle Feeder
Constant speed,
constant duty motor,
Chain and sprocket drive
Worlds Best as tested by

" 940.627.21 00

Mnn Fri 8 am - 5 pm k
.Sat.8'am;- nnnn

{

ranchers, ask anybody! : S Call founearestideales S W'W"IH txcustnmtrallers EDITI Great Deals!!!
Dealer Inquiries Welcome H U RRY | N TO D AY! ! ! .::::mt:f}f

Jermyn, TX 76459 Gooseneck and
940.342.2005 » www.tsfeeders.com 2?‘40 ﬂ Zﬂ? !-DEGEItUI’ T){ Eby Iivestock trailers!

Call us TODAY with your
Range & Pasture needs!

| Central Custom Ag Aviation, Inc.
509 Rifle Range Road, #28 | lowa Park, Texas 76367

| 940.592.5861 (0) 940.235.5022 (c) Cody Mur;:l.ht‘ee,
murphreec@diversifiedapps.com Branch Manager/Pilot

(Quality Service, Competitive Prices. Protecting YOUR investment one acre at a time.

-
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[T)ETAL SALES INC.

West Highway 82 » Gainesville, TX = 76240

I i o | |
Premade Gates
and Panels
Large Assortment of Hand Tools
T Post Wire & Panels
New and Used Pipe
Tubing and Structural Steel

Trailer Parts
Pocket Knives

— RAuzaeaf,

¥ ugire |

940.665.0336 « 1.800.549.0336

For ALL your roofing needs
“Just Us”

JUSTUS & GO.
ROOFING

All Types of Roofing & Repairs

FREE ESTIMATES
940-592-4237
Tracy Justus » lowa Park, TK

Licensed

2900 Jackshoro'Highway[*)Wichita Falls, TK 76302 » 940-228- HII e PattersonDodge.com
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Bennett said his father “semi-
retired” but “never fully retired,
until he passed two years ago.”

That's dedication.

His father’'s legacy lives on
though through his businesses
and the commitment of family
members.

“All I've done all my lifeis
work in the business,” Bennett
said.

Neighboring QUICKPRINT,
across the Square, celebrates 40
yearsof longevity, changing hands
oncewhen Carl and VondaNorris
bought it from founder, Jim Pope.
Mrs. Norris agrees that customer
service contributes greatly to
their success, and she considers
passing the business baton on
to her daughter and son-in-law
someday.

Because Bennett's in Weath-

= Shiplap Beams

= Beadboand Wirdows

= Bamwood s Doors

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM

TWO OF A KIND

erford sells office supplies, their
businessworkswell with QUICK -
PRINT, there’s no competition
between the two. As Mr. Bennett
said, the trades “go together.”
They can help one another, and
that's essential for endurance.

Per Bennett, their Weatherford
structure previously housed the
Knights of Pythias' lodge.

Interestingly, the Pythias' sister
property in Fort Worth once oc-
cupied the Tarrant County city’s
“first offset printing press,” ac-
cording to fortworthtexas.org.

The Fort Worth location, built
around 1881, burned after about
20 years but promptly underwent
repairs.

Restoration, including areplica
of the original knight, occurred
in 1981.

An international order, es-

= Hardwood
= Brick
i And 50 much mone!

Continued from page 62

tablished during the Civil War,
the Knights of Pythias' Texas
organization “strives to build
relationships and servefor the bet-
terment of our communities and
its children by means of various
programs and the Texas Pythain
Home.”

The Home, known asthe“cas-
tle,” located on 164 acres of farm-
land on Weatherford’ s Bankhead
Drive, provides “a safe, stable
environment for children to grow
physically, socially, emotionally
and spiritually to become respon-
sible, independent adults.”

The Homeworkswith families
to care for their children day-to-
day during difficult times, such as
homel essness, incarceration, drug
and alcohol abuse and more.

Considering the Knights of
Pythias commitment to bettering

F'..__ | g l.: lll |

the lives of children and the com-
munity, their former lodge and
building seems to be a fitting place
for a family-oriented business
such as Bennett's.

From the Bennett’s personal
story and business success, to the
unique site they occupy, rich his-
tory and loyalty lies beyond their
doors, both inside or out. Similar
to how behind every book cover
awaits adventure, the lives of
peopleinside historical loca e pos-
sess their own storiesto tell.

Two of a kind, whether twin
knights and matching structures
innearby cities, community mem-
bers, helpful neighbors, coopera-
tive businesses, or family, we can
al find something in common
and make things better together
both now and for generations to
come.

Visit Antique Lumber’s 22 000 Sq Ft Warehouse Today

1000 Moran Street, Gaines

le, Texas 76240

540-665-6000 = antiquelumber.com

M-F 8am-5pm =

Lat Bam-12
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2 Don't wait wuuk:-‘. for u.m'.:.nlmtml construction.

l"-'m pole barns can be built onsite at your level
! Jocation in a matter of days!
ECONOMICAL

- Our pole barns are designed to include

! everything you need in a single package.

+ Whether you want to finish the interior with
horse stalls, add a tack room or turn your pole
barn into living quarters, we provide everything
you need to make it happen from start to finish!

Come see us for a quote today!

Debbie Reedy
648 E. Franklin St., Alvord, TX
817-988-7(032
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Wise County Junior
Livestock Show

FEB. 25- MARCH 2 « DECATUR

Decatur, Texas. Wise County
FFA and 4-H students will show-
case their hard work and dedica-
tion as the Wise County Junior
Livestock Show gets underway.
Plan to be there and show support
for the local youth.

Houston Livestock Show
and Rodeo

FEB. 25- MARCH 17 - HOUSTON

NRG Center, 3 NRG Park, Hous-
ton, Texas 77054. The Houston
Livestock Show and Rodeo pro-
motes agriculture by hosting an
annual, family-friendly experi-
ence that educates and entertains
the public, supports Texas youth
and showcases Western heritage.
Connect via Facebook, Twitter
and Instagram. For ticket info and
scheduling visit www.r odeohous-
ton.com

RFD-TV The American

MARCH 2-3 « ARLINGTON

AT&T Stadium, 1 AT&T Way,
Arlington, Texas 76011. Quali-
fying events take place across
the country as ropers and riders
hope to compete at the world’'s
richest rodeo. Athletes are till
competing in qualifying eventsin
the hopes of earning a chance to
rope and ride at the annual final
rodeo event. Amateurs compete
with a mixture of champions and
top athletes from the Professional
Rodeo Cowboys Association and
Women' sProfessional Rodeo As-
sociation. Starting at 6:30 p.m. on
March 2 will bethe “long go” for
the rodeo with the top 15 in each
event participating. Starting at 2
p.m. on March 3will bethe“short
go” with the top eight and top
four for the rodeo. www.ameri-
canr odeo.com/categor y/320696/
the-american

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM

From “Turkey to Tulsa,
A Tribute to Bob Wills”

MARCH 5 « WICHITA FALLS

TheElks Club, 4205 Seymour Rd.,
Wichita Falls, Texas. Presented by
Musuem of North TexasHistory, a
catered meal by the Elkskicks off
the event followed by a program
and dance with Susan and Kenny
Mayo and “Post Oak.” Tickets
are $35, museum members are
$30 and a reserved table of eight
is $240. The event begins at 6:30
p.m. For reservations call 940-
322-7628. Deadline for reserva
tionsisMarch 1.

Reverse Rocking R Ranch
Annual Bull Sale

MARCH 12 « MAXWELL, NM

220 Laguna Madre Rd., Maxwell,
NM. Selling 105 purebred angus
bulls. Eighty bulls are 16 months
or older. All bulls are fertil-
ity checked, genomic tested and
complete set of performance data.
Bulls are managed in 1,300-ft.
runsto ensure arugged, hard male
bull. 630-675-6559 or svfchief @
aol.com.

WF Ranch & Farm Expo

MARCH 13-14 « WICHITA FALLS

JSBridwell Ag Center, 111 N Bur-
nett, Wichita Falls, TX 76301. The
WichitaFallsRanch & Farm Expo
features more than 350 vendors
from 25 states and Australia, in
over 175,000 square feet of ex-
hibit space. The expo will feature
a live production bull sale, wild
west rodeo actsand entertainment,
Beer Garden, plus more than
$5,000 in prizes and giveaways.
Fun for the entertainment family.
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
will be providing CEU’s for
Oklahoma and Texas producers
through speakers and seminars.
It is free to the public. For more
information call 866-685-0989.

COWBOY TRUE “
WICHITATFALLS Bl
MARCH 29-30 b

Cowgirls and
Champagne

Denton County Junior
Livestock Show

MARCH 16 * WICHITA FALLS

MARCH 24-30 - DENTON

Kemp at the Forum, 2120 Speed-
way Ave., Wichita Falls. Cowgirls
and Champagne is a new event
featuring abrunch and style show
on March 16 at the Kemp at the
Forum. It is a prequel event to
the western art show Cowboy
True on March 29-30. wichita-
falls.org/events-list/champagne-
cowgirlg/

Lone Star Angus Annual
Spring Bull Sale

MARCH 23 « GAINESVILLE

Cooke County Fairgrounds, 1901
Justice Center Blvd, Gainesville,
Texas. 75 powerful ranch-raised
bulls with breed leading genet-
ics. For calves that weigh heavy
and grade choice, Trust the Lone
Star. Also featuring the Customer
Appreciation Commercial Female
Sale - top quality replacements.
Email rodney@Ilonestarangus.
biz. www.lonestar angus.com

North Texas Fair and Rodeo
Grounds, 2217 N. Carroll Blvd.,
Denton, Texas 76209. Come out
March 24-30to observelocal 4-H
and FFA students as they exhibit
their livestock. dentonyouthfair.
com

The 55 Advantage

MARCH 26 - WICHITA FALLS

MPEC, 1000 5th St., Wichita
Falls. 55 Advantageis aprogram
for health-conscious seniors.
Program membershipisfree. Pro-
gramsare provided on avariety of
health topicsof interest to seniors.
Lunch and dinner are provided
for a nominal fee of $4 per per-
son. Throughout the year, health
screenings are also provided to
members. Tojoin or for additional
information, contact Karen at 940-
764-7933. www.unitedregional.
or g/classes-and-publications/55-
advantage-1/
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Cowboy True

MARCH 29-30 - WICHITA FALLS

2120 Speedway Ave., Wichita
Falls. The mission of Cowboy
Trueisto educate the region about
the honor, art and beauty of the
cowboy’ sdaily life. Cowboy True
is a celebration to honor working
cowboys and the artwork that
comes from their daily lives. In
2019, Cowboy Truereturnsto its
rootsat The Forum. Cowboy True
wasoriginaly inspired asan effort
toraise awarenessand funding for
The Forum, formerly the home
of The Woman’s Forum, which
has a long association with the
women and families of the North
Texas cattle industry. Categories
include: Bits, spurs, buckles,
jewelry, gun/knife engraving,
saddles, boots, trappings/gear,
photography, paintings, drawings,
sculptures, carving and cowboy
cartoons. Friday night events
include the artists' reception
and opening, Saturday will see
daytime activities and the exhibit
opentothe public, while Saturday
evening will consist of a night
dinner, live auction and enter-
tainment. All proceeds go to The
Forumto assist with programming
and mission fulfillment. For more
information, call 940-766-3347 or
email cowboytrue@artscoun-
cilwf.org. www.artscouncilwf.
or g/cowboy-true

Cattle Raisers
Convention

MARCH 29-31- FORT WORTH

Fort Worth Convention Center,
1201 Houston &., Fort Worth.
Improve your ranch manage-
ment skills, learn about state and
national issues, enjoy live music
and entertainment and shop the
largest ranching expointheregion
at the Cattle Raisers Convention
on March 29-31 at the Fort Worth
Convention Center. www.cattle-
r aiser sconvention.com
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District 9 Ropings
MARCH 30 « DECATUR

NRS Events Center, 309 CR
4228, Decatur, Texas. District 9
Ropings March 30 and April 27.
District finals May 18. Saddles
and breast collars to High Point
Division Champions. Buckles to
Champion Header and Heeler in
al divisions. www.NRSevents.
com or 940-393-7019.

Top of Texas Market

MARCH 30-31 - WICHITA FALLS

Ray Clymer Exhibit Hall, 1000
5th Sreet, Wichita Falls. Vintage.
Unique. Re-purposed. Handmade.
Eclectic. Presented by Wichita
County Heritage Society, this
event will entice visitors to enjoy
the weekend shopping. March 30
and March 31 from 9 am. to 6
p.m. and 11 am. to 4 p.m. www.
topoftexasantiques.com

Premier Equine
Auctions,
“A Cut Above”

APRIL 5-6 « LUFKIN

George H. Henderson, Jr. Expo
Center, 1200 Ellen Trout Dr.,
Lufkin. Mike Pedersen and Steve
Friskup havejoined forcesto offer
a“premier” salein order to bring
buyers and sellers together in a
professional and friendly environ-
ment. “A cut above.” Auctioneers
will be Steve Friskup and Wade
Shaw. Consignment deadline
is March 1. On Friday, April 5,
cutters will be shown on cattle
or mechanical cow while selling;
roping reiner and barrel horse
demo and premier riding horse
session selling ropersreiners, cut-
ters, sorters, pennersand pleasure
horses. Consignment fee is $250,
includes cattle charge, eight per-
cent commission, no PO fee. On
Saturday, April 6, will be a pre-
mier mixed session. Visit www.
premier equineauctions.com.

Red River Wine & Beer
Festival

APRIL 6 « WICHITA FALLS

J. S Bridwell Ag Center, 111 N.
Burnett ., Wichita Falls. Nov-
ices to connoisseurs can choose
from 44 different Texas wines
to sample and craft beer tastings,
all under one roof. Each guest re-
ceives a souvenir wine glass plus
an official guide listing a profile
of each winery at the festival and
details about their offerings that
day. When guests are not tasting
wine, they can sample specialty
beersin the Beer Corral tap their
toes to live music or learn more
about wine at one of the winery
booths. www.redriverwineand-
beerfestival.com

Denton Redbud Festival

APRIL 13 « DENTON

Denton Civic Center, 321 E. McK-
inney Street, Denton. The award-
winning Denton Redbud Festival
is Denton’s Official Arbor Day
celebration — promoting com-
munity beautification and Denton
pride since 1994. The Denton
Redbud Festival features dozens
of vendors. kdb.org/programs/
beautification/denton-redbud-
festival/

Germanfest

APRIL 26-28 - MUENSTER

Muenster, Texas. Muenster throws
oneof thebiggest partiesin Texas,
Germanfest, thelast full weekend
in April. This three-day festival
attractsthousandsto mouthwater-
ing German sausage, scrumptious
apple strudel, hearty cheese and
homemade bread, cakes and pies.
So, cometo Muenster and let usbe
your host for food, fun and frolic.
Be sure to bring a “guten apetit.”
www.muenster ger manfest.com

Wichita Falls PRCA
Rodeo

APRIL 26-27 « WICHITA FALLS

JS Bridwell Ag Center, 111 N
Burnett, Wichita Falls, TX 76301.
PRCA Rodeo returns to Wich-
ita Falls. Rodeo starts at 7 p.m.
nightly at the J.S. Bridwell Ag
Center. Eventsinclude barrel rac-
ing, saddle bronc riding, bareback
riding, steer wrestling, team rop-
ing, calf roping and bull riding.
PRCA Rodeo Association is a
non-profit organization intending
to preserve the heritage of rodeo
while benefitting our area youth
and community. https://wichita-
fallsprcarodeo.or g/

HOUSTON LIVESTOCK:SHOW AND RODEO
'FEBRUARY 25-MARCH 17
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Have NTFR sent to your The Proven
email each month! VESTOCK EQUIPME Ori guml

NORTH TEXAS FARM & RANCH

@NTFR _~Control

when you need it most
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visit www.ntfronline.com
to sign up for a FREE
online subscription to NTFR
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“STEEL BUILDING MATERIALS”

\ “From backyard buildings

’ t - ({4
o indoor arenas
XOIVIA

'I' EL BLI Il.Din..-b—

UL90 IMPACT RESISTA.N C-E/CLASS4

* FOR HOUSE ROOFS *
504 RED RIVER EXP. BURKBURNETT, TEXAS « 1-800-686-0742

www. TexomaSteelBuildings.com 4
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owdy Texas music fans.

H It'searly herein 2019 and

already things are begin-

ning to take shape for another
great year in Texas music.

The “Young Bloods’ as | call
them, are beginning to emerge
and I’'m already seeing somevery
interesting thingsin our future.

Take Hayden Baker for in-
stance. This new Texas act is
beginning to turn some big heads
in the music business and he's
just getting started. Having just
wrapped up 2018 with an open-
ing spot for Willie Nelson, his
breakout CD is full of his own
compositions. I'm hearing a
“Young Blood” with an “Old
Soul” hereand | likeit. Thetitle
of hisCD is“Born In The Wrong
Generation.” My favorite part is,
He'saPicker.

Brad Paisley took an interest
and praised him when he saw a
video of Hayden covering one of
Brad's guitar features. Nobody
does that. Well, Hayden did.

Hewrites, hesingsand heplays
real Texas Country Music. Keep
your eye on this guy. Odds are
we've got areal one here.

Happy Trails.

See Dave In Concert
March 2, Marty B’s in
Bartonville, Texas

Listen to Dave
Alexander’s Radio Sho
True Texas Country an

Western Swing Show

davealexander.com

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM
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11 Reasons m vist THE SALT LICK BB@

for your Sunday afternoon barbecue fix

By Michelle Ames

arbecue is huge in Texas,
Band one of the biggest
names is the Salt Lick in
Driftwood. Located just about 15
minuteswest of Austin, weloveit
for specia occasions, Sunday af-
ternoonsand just anytimewe need
a barbecue fix. Here’s 11 reasons
why it’sworth the trip.

1. The Salt Lick is located on
morethan 35 acresjust 15 minutes
West of Austin, solike Texas, it's
abig place.

2. You canchoosetositinside
in the air conditioning, or out un-
der theshade of thetrees. Thelive
music on theweekends might help
you burn afew caloriesasyou tap
along, but you'll probably just
replace it with their homemade
chocolate pecan pie, or ice cream,
or both.

3. They don't sell beer or
alcohol at The Salt Lick but you
can step next door to the Salt Lick
Cellars and buy a bottle, or bring
your own.

4. That's about 4,000,000,000
delicious calories on that plate.
You can purchase by the plate,
by the pound or all you can eat
for only $24.99. They havekid's
plates, too.

5. Their lemonade is a must
have, and they make it right in
front of you.

6. Takeawalk aroundthevine-
yards at the Salt Lick, which has
four different grape varieties.

7. The Salt Lick Cellarsisthe
Salt Lick’s Wine Tasting Room.
Try the BBQ White.

Just aheads up, children aren’t
allowed at the Salt Lick Cellars.
You can buy a bottle and take it
back to the restaurant.

Or leave the kids with the
grandparents....

72| MARCH 2019

-
b ]

One of the biggest names in Texas barbecue is the Salt Lick in Drifwood. (Photo courtesy Michelle Ames)

8. Your furry best friend is
welcomeat both The Salt Lick and
SatLick Cellars. The promise of
abeef ribisreason enough for any
pup to be excited about going.

9. The Kid's Ranch is located
beside the dining area, under
plenty of big trees. It's a huge
playground, perfect for taking the
kidsto run off their lunch.

10. Eventheir picnic tableslure
you to just take it easy and relax
while you watch the kids play.
Y ou can get your lunch to go and
eat under the shady treeswhilethe
kidsplay, or just take them before
or after you eat.

11. Asif al thisisn't reason
enough, you can bring your own
hammock and sleep off your lunch

or dinner inthe Hammock Garden.
I’ ve honestly thought about stay-
ing here after dinner and being first
in line for lunch the next day.

Camp BenMcCullochin Drift-
wood also has campsites and
swimming holes along Onion
Creek.

The Salt Lick
18300 FM 1826, Driftwood

NTFR
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Salt Creek Countryside Cross Timbers
Veterinary Hospital Veterinary Hospital Veterinary Hospital
759 TX 114 = Olney 767 TX 67 » Graham 1403 TX 59 » Bowie
940.228.1759 940.549.6313 940.872.2161

1404 N. Main St » Seymour 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. (M-F) 201 N. Main » Nocona
940.889.6875 8 a.m. - noon (Sat) 940.825.3314
8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. {M F) linf '] 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. (M-F)
n 8 a.m. - noon (Sat) 8 a.m. - noon (Sat) n

« Complete in-house diagnostic 1ab at each location

- Digital radiology

- Diagnostic ultrasound

- Reproductive arm free ultrasound

- 24/7 emergency response

- Experienced mixed animal rural practitioners

- Dedicated community involvement

- Board certified bovine specialist

- Orthopedic and soft tissue surgery

- SIX mobhile veterinary vehicles

- Herd health plans and full
production calendars

- Small animal R
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roton is a member of a
very large family of flow-
ering plants called Eu-

phorbiaceae, or most of us know
it better by its common name
of the spurge family. There are
more than 7,000 members of this
large family worldwide, including
Castor oil plant, Poinsettia and
Milkweed.

Included in this spurge fam-
ily are about 1,300 members of
the croton clan, with about 20 of
them calling Texas home, includ-
ing Wooly croton. Wooly croton
is common throughout the state
but less common in extreme west
and north Texas. Other common
names of this plant include hog
wort, hogweed, dove weed and
goat weed.

Wooly croton is an annual,
having to germinate from seed
each spring instead of coming
back from roots of last year's
plants. It reaches heights of 12
inchesto 36 inches, has a grayish
color andiscovered by adense pu-
bescence, or small hairs, that look
like matted wool under magnifica-

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM

tion. The leaves have an aromatic
smell when crushed.

Male and female flowers, large-
ly inconspicuous, are arranged
on spikes at the end of the stems.
Thefruitisasmall capsule having
three segments and containing
three individual seeds. The small
groups of seeds are yellowish in
color with a purple or rusty tint.

Wooly croton is most com-
mon on disturbed or abandoned
cropland and in rangeland and pas-
tureland that hasahistory of heavy
grazing use. It can, however, come
upinadensegrasscover if rainfall
is high enough.

Wooly croton has a bitter
taste to livestock and is of very
little value for grazing. There is
a question whether it is actually

poisonous to livestock, but it is
thought that livestock could be
affected if enough of the plant
were consumed. This is not likely
in normal grazing situations but
could occur if consumed from
livestock eating hay containing
enough of the plant.

The dense, stellate hairs of
Wooly croton are easily shed
when handled and can cause eye
irritation.

Most crotons, including Wooly
croton, are beneficial to wildlife
because the mature seeds are
highly desired by dove, quail,
turkey and other birds. Crotonis
sometimes used in wildlife seed
mixes.

Several species of croton have
a long history of medicinal use

in Africa, Asia, and South and
North America. Popular used
haveincluded treatment of cancer,
constipation, diabetes, digestive
problems, dysentery, external
wounds, fever, malaria, pain and
other uses.

Despiteserioussafety concerns,
peoplestill take croton seedsfor a
variety of uses. Croton seeds and
croton oil are currently available
on the internet. However, we
should leave croton to beneficial
use by dove and quail and not try
to useit ourselves.

A review of WebMD provided
the following:

Croton seeds are unsafe when
taken by mouth or put on the skin.
One drop of croton seed oil can
cause side effects and 20 drops
of oil can cause death. Croton
seeds can cause burning of the
mouth, vomiting, dizziness, stu-
por, painful bowel movements,
abortions in pregnant women and
collapse when taken by mouth.
Croton seedsare especialy unsafe
for pregnant or breast-feeding
women.
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When nothing seems to go right...

ou ever have a day when
nothing goes your way?
It just seems like you

can’'t do anything right, and just
when you think you’re making
progress, something happens that
just knocks you back down?

We have gotten a lot of rain
lately, probably the wettest winter
| can remember in a long time.
Everywhere I went was standing
water, a swamp or marsh that just
never dried up. Some places were
deceiving, dry and dusty dirt on
top, but pure mud underneath.

I was driving my pick up
out to go deer hunting one mid-
December morning. | got out into
the ranch about seven or eight
miles from the nearest good road
when I felt that all too familiar
sensation of the truck dliding in
the mud and the rear end sinking
down. This is where it all started
going downhill.

In my efforts to get the truck
unstuck, | fell in the mud and lost
aboot. Asl satinthemudtrying to
dig my boot out, I felt water begin
to saturate my clothes. It was cold
outside and the water was cold as
well. The chains and come-a-long,
covered in mud and hard to grasp
or handle, made things even more
difficult.

| tried to call for help, but of
course no cell phone signal. I was
on my own and now my phone
was covered in mud. On my own
| kept at it, inch by inch | hoisted
my truck forward. After about
three hours of work, soaking wet
and covered in mud, | had gained
only about 60 yards progress and
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Andy Anderson recently had a day where nothing went his way, including getting his truck stuck in the mud
while in the middle of nowhere. However, he realized at the end of the day the mud washed off and the day
could have always been a lot worse. (Courtesy photo)

no better position to drive back
out or forward. I reset for a new
pull, tying onto a good size post
oak tree. Suddenly the truck hit
some dry ground, like a speed
bump. After attempting to driveit
forward over the ridge, I tried to
winch it up a little more.

With no warning at all, the post
oak tree just slowly started falling
over towards the pick-up. Like
watching a wreck in slow motion,
the tree fell down, coming to rest
justinfront of the truck, blocking
all hopes of forward progress.
Watching that happen was the
most helpless feeling. There was

just nothing that could be done to
stop it. With no chainsaw, I now
had to start working back the way
| came.

After nearly eight hours of
winching and working in the mud,
soaking wet and cold, I finally
freed the pickup from the grasp of
the earth. | got everything loaded
up, covered in mud, wet and cold,
I decided to just strip down, throw
my clothesin the bed of the truck
and head home. | got to the front
gate and just stared at it, knowing
that | had to get out in my under-
wear to open and close it.

I convince myself that I was

out inthe country, and no oneever
comes down this road. It will be
okay. | got out, popped the lock
of the gate and heard the distinct
sound of a vehicle approaching.
Inahurry to open the gate and get
back to the truck | tripped up, fell
inthegravel road and rolled asthe
gate flew open.

As | came to a stop, the gate
hit itslimit and came back at me.
Before | could get my hands up
to defend myself, wham! Right
in the head.

Then my heart sank as | heard
a voice call out, “Are you okay?”
I looked up to see a well pumper

NTFR



stopped in the drive looking at
me, trying to keep from laughing.
Embarrassed, | got myself up, my
pride hurt more than my body. |
thanked him for my concernasan-
other truck cruised by slowly, star-
ing a me as | stood in the drive,
in my underwear, covered in mud.
| can only imagine the thoughts
going through their minds.

| explained the situation and
series of events to the gentleman
who was so kind to stop and check
on me as he erupted into laughter.
He offered to close the gate so |
could get on my way.

As I headed home down the
road reflecting on what I had just
been through, | started laughing at
myself. After all, what else could
you do, and what else could pos-
sibly happen, right?

On the highway just a mile
from home my heart sank as |
saw the red and blue lights in my
rearview mirror. I said to myself,
“Dang it. Why me Lord? What
did I do to deserve this?” I pulled

il

over and waited to explain my-
self. Texas’ finest, a state trooper,
approached the truck and began
to explain I was pulled over for
a dirty license plate. | started
laughing asherealized my current
predicament. | told the trooper
that license plate wasn’t the only
thing that was dirty as his look of
confusion began to change to a
refrained expression of laughter.
A very compassionate and amused
Trooper gave me a warning and
sent me on my way.

| got home, jumped in the
shower and warmed up. By this
time, it was late in the evening,
and I was exhausted. I sat in my
living room thinking about the day
| just had and realized that despite
it all, the mud washed off and what
I thought was a horrible day could
have been a lot worse. In the end,
we all have bad days. Sometimes
we get covered in mud, but it all
washes off and we get another
day to try again. I now have an
electric winch.
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BEAVERS

DOZER & LAND MANAGEMENT LLC
é . SHANE BEAVERS A
""940-841-3400

Dams » Skid Stesr/Mulching » Fence Line Clearing
Brush Clearing * Grubing * House Pads = Roads
Pond Clean Dul + Recreation Lakes
Wildliife & Land Improvemenis = Prescribed Buming
PFresoribed Burm Flanning = Fire Line Constructlan
Wildiife Food Plots » Wildfire Structurs Protection Plan
Licensed Texas Cortified Prescribed Burn Manager
{insured & bonded)
WWW.BEAVERSDOZERSERVICE.COM
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Roll Off Trash
Dumpster Service
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remodeling and demo projects

Please call 940-206-8319
or 940-368-6213

North. Texas gsﬂal Applicators
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FOAM ROOFING
i ALSO AVAILABLE!

M&M Traller Service, LLC

Authorized dealer for Hhclh)‘ Trailer Flooring
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repincy @ woed lear
W aden Glter

TRAILER FLOORING

tongue snd groove & il besrds

580-658-6510

166484 Heffington Rd., Marlow, OK

Oecar Acrial
940-704-9682

-
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Liguin/Dary AppLiCATION
CatrLe PenrinG
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Deer Survevs - Long Line Wonrk:
Apvamcen HeuicorTer TRAINING

= CACTUS =

HI]BI{.Hlll HHMDHEH LLC

Cell. le] HE 5!149 I Shna !MII 135! Q:H[I
2548 County Road 310 » Muenster, TH 1'5252
Emagil: rockhillarmorerEntin.ne

1.800. HHE IJIHI IHQTHI
www.ottosdirtservice.com
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Large and Small Roll Off Dumpsters

£lzee Avallable
10, 18, & 30 Yards

600 E. Oltve, Holliday, TX 76366
Linf L5 dnadir wiarie ol sl st of [ Bl pind, vl sained Bsiriling) dinmeds.
- Fernilizer Sales and
HerblodePeticide

STRECKER

Travis Strécker
214-717-9289 - 940-390-1149

Treating Water One Home at a Time
HARDNESS = TDS = IRON = ODOR
“Protecting your plumbing & applisnces!™
30 Years of Experience

llalllﬂ Wﬂl&l‘

Don Russell, owne
* Quick Service | 940-500-2367

Greal Prices

Ilnulinn & ﬂenﬂrs » FREE Esnnllﬂs

940.133.8809

I i . e Fﬁlu'.'-ﬂ}.—- . = =il
1 FREE ESTIMATES
J- 940.636.3853 | Jason- 940,636.3852
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AUCTION

GRAHAM LIVESTOCK - Sale every
Monday at noon. We receive cattle
seven days a week. Call 940-549-0078
for more information or visit www.
grahamlivestock.com.

WICHITA LIVESTOCK SALES
CO - Sale every Wednesday at 10
a.m. Holstein Steer Sale every third
Wednesday. Located south of Wichita
Falls on Hwy 281. 940-541-2222.

VERNON LIVESTOCK MARKET-
Cattle sale Tuesdays at 11 a.m. www.
vernonlivestockmarket.com. 940-
552-6000.

MCALESTER UNION STOCKYARDS
- Regular sale every Tuesday. 10 a.m.
Calves & Yearlings. 6 p.m. Cows & Bulls.
918-423-2834. mcalesterstockyards.
com

EMPLOYMENT

NORTH TEXAS FARM & RANCH-
Post Oak Media is looking for an
energetic and professionally minded
person for the position of Advertising
Executive for North Texas Farm
& Ranch magazine. Previous sales
experience required. The ideal
candidate must be able to multi-task
and have experience in all Microsoft
programs. Compensation based on
experience. Submit your resume
to NTFR, P.O. Box 831, Bowie, TX
76230.
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FEED & HAY

BAMMANN HAY & TRUCKING
INC. - Aubrey, TX. Alfalfa and alfalfa
grass mix in large and small squares.
Available by bale or semi load. Denton
County award-winning grass hay in
small squares and round bales. Call
Brian at 217-737-7737. tfe

FOR SALE

PREMADE GATES AND
CONTINUOUS FENCE - Large
assortment of hand tools and pocket
knives, T-post, wire and panels, new and
used pipe, GR. 5, 8 and metric tubing and
structural steel and trailer parts. Metal
Sales, Inc. W. HWY 82, Gainesville, TX.
940-655-0336.

FENCING, TRAILERS, LIVESTOCK
EQUIPMENT - 1-844-284-4208.
GoBobRanch.com.

MY NAME IS EDNA EMMONS - I
make custom teddy bears from loved ones’
clothing, NFL & Collegiate sports teams
and various other materials such as swirl
fur and minky fabric. Can monogram.
Large bears $40, medium $35 and small
$25. Also make other gifts: memory
pillows, towels, aprons, fleece blankets
and bag bunnies. Please call 918-225-
5624 or 918-399-4663 or visit www.
etsy.com/EdnasMemoryBears.

tfc

EF-FI-CIENT (ADJ)- Achieving
maximum productivity with minimum
wasted effort or expense. Raising cattle for
you is not a hobby. You want equipment
to do the job faster and is built to last.
In a word, that's what GoBob's CATTLE
FLOW® equipment is... efficient! 1-844-
284-4208. GoBobRanch.com

PEARSON LIVESTOCK
EQUIPMENT - Manual working
chutes, hydraulic working chutes, bison
handling equipment, adjustable alleys,
headgates, sweep tubs, Tru-Test scales
and custom systems. G-Bar Livestock
Equipment, Henrietta 800-831-0567.
Wichita Livestock Sales, Wichita Falls,
TX 940-541-2222.

FOR SALE - Diamond W Corrals and
Hog Traps. Traben Redgate 580-824-
4311. 04c

HUNTING

LIFETIME DEER BLINDS - Custom
orders welcome. Call Mike Jordan
at 806-781-8726 or visit www.
lifetimedeerblinds.com. 01-06p

LIVESTOCK

HARRISON RANCH - Bred Angus
Heifers: fall calves and spring calves.
Bred to low birth weight Angus bulls.
940-631-3563. 05c¢

BETTER THAN THE REST, BUY
THE BEST - Swint Charolais. Fast
growing, easy-calving. Gentle, quality,
fertility-tested, virgin bulls. Josh Swint
940-841-0180.

BULLS - Have a small herd to breed?
Don’t want to buy a bull? Quality Black
Brangus bulls for lease. Trich/fertility
tested. Mention this ad and save $25.
940-393-9665. 05p

LOW BIRTH WEIGHT - Angus bulls.
Fertility tested. Two and three years
old. $2,500 and $2,950. You’'ll like them.
Rogers Angus. Iowa Park, TX. 940-636-
0646. 05¢

NTFR
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777 CHAROLAIS RANCH - Bulls for
sale. Large selection of Commander
blood line. Call Jim Lemons 580-276-
8052 or Bud Lemons 580-276-7534.
04-06¢

REAL ESTATE

ESTATE BUY OUT - Quick cash for
real estate, antiques, equipment and
livestock. We pay closing cost. Call Josh
Swint at 940-841-0180 or Sue Swint at
940-841-2328. 01-06¢

SOUTHWEST ARKANSAS RANCH
FOR SALE-1070+/- acres, all pasture
land. Brick home, frame home,
bunkhouse, five barns, covered steel
working pens, hydraulic chute with
scales, platform scales, large metal
weaning pens, 12 ponds, 2 year round
creeks, 22 pastures. Carries 400 pairs
and cut hay. Compare animal unit cost!
$2.75 million - for more information call
870-584-8802. 05c¢

ACREAGE PROPERTIES - Whether
you want to buy or sell a home in an
acreage neighborhood, a home on land
in a spacious country setting, a property
that’s setup for horses or raw land to
build or play on, we have the area of
knowledge and experience to meet your
needs. Visit www.texasliving.com to
view acreage properties around the area
or contact us directly. Dutch and Cheryl
Realtors. Direct 940-391-9092. Office
940-365-4687.

NOCONA, TX - Income Producing
Property. This unique Western Village
sits on the highest point in Montage
County, it boasts a Fudge Factory,
Boutique and Trading Post. 2 br, 2 bath
barndominium 84x36, with 4-12 stalls
with auto water and feed room. Separate
guest cottage with bathroom. Tiny home,
4 RV park hook ups, 2 water wells, 2
ponds, 3 septic’s. All under 2 years old.
Seller is highly motivated. $390,000.
Bobby Norris Preferred Properties. Call
Bobby Norris for more information 817-
291-0759.

EDGE ROAD RANCH-The Edge Road
Ranch consists of 188.228 acres in south
central Archer County. It’s completely
wooded with mesquite, has seasonal
creeks traversing the property, good
elevation changes with scenic views and
rock outcroppings, two stock ponds, one
being 8.5 acres, completely fenced for
cattle, has steel corrals in good condition,
adequate interior roads. Overall a great
all around secluded hunting property.
$1565/acre. Turner Country Properties.
Call Stephen 940-636-7039.

HELPING YOU LIVE YOUR DREAM-
Farm, Ranch, Recreational, Investment,
Residential, Luxury. Joe Potts excels
in providing high-quality, professional
service whether your need a home
on a lot or you need a ranch with the
acreage to support your dream. www.
JPranches.com. 817-774-8223

WWW.NTFRONLINE.COM

SPECIALIZING IN PREMIER TEXAS
PROPERTIES-Dave Perry-Miller Real
Estate Farm and Ranch Division. Jody
Hargus 214-797-0989. jodyhargus@
daveperrymiller.com.

AUBREY, TX - 42 ACRES - This
unparalleled acreage property features
a magnificent 4,900sf 5BR custom home
with a hill-country ambiance blending
an elegant and rustic styling that sits
beautifully in a spacious 42-acre setting.
Enjoy mesmerizing westward views
overlooking a spacious backyard with a
gorgeous inground pool, custom water
features, great patio space and a cabana
with fireplace and outdoor kitchen. With
its sandy loam soil, the area and land are
ideal for horses with ample room to add
barns and an arena. $2,150,000. Dutch
and Cheryl Realtors. Direct 940-391-
9092. Office 940-365-4687.

SERVICES

ARE YOUR MESQUITES OUT OF
CONTROL? - I can help! I grub all
sizes of mesquites on any size acreage.
After grubbing I can rake the brush into
piles to be easily burned. Let me clear
unwanted brush from your property.
Serving Clay and surrounding counties.
References available. Please contact
Randy Brown 940-733-4022. 05p

AL SALINAS FENCING - All types
of fencing, braces, gates, cattle guards,
livestock shelters, carports, pre-made
braces, Apollo gate openers. 940-577-
0878. alsalinasfencing.com. 05¢

WHAT'S YOUR COMFORT LEVEL?-
Call Darren Gill Heating & Air
Conditioning for all your HVAC needs.
Serving Montague & surrounding
counties. Give us a call at 940-841-
1053.

DUNHAM CONSTRUCTION- Custom
built metal buildings- metal homes-
bardominiums - commercial buildings-
ranches. Call today to get a quote 940-
256-8339.

OTTO’S DIRT SERVICE - Pond
design & construction. 1-800-882-3478.
mikeotto@ottosdirtservice.com.
www.ottosdirtservice.com.

03-02p

DAVIS ELECTRIC CO - Solar energy
solutions, wind energy solutions,
residential and commercial services,
generators. Wichita Falls, TX 940-763-
1177.

FOR ALL YOUR ROOFING NEEDS-
"Just Us" Justus & Company Roofing
Give us a call for free estimates 940-
592-4237.
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Saying goodbye...

The Fort Worth Stock Show and Rodeo leaves the Will Rodgers Coliseum for the last time, which broke hundreds of fans’ hearts. The memories
this historic facility has brought to many was shown on Feb. 9 — the last night. Stock Show goers were racing to the arena floor to gather dirt into
jars they had carried that has been housed inside for generations. It brought tears to my and many eyes to see — you could feel the love for our
community that evening. We are all now patiently waiting to start a new tradition at the exceptional Dickies Arena where this great show shall
take its new home. (Photo and description by Jelly Cocanougher)
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A COMPLETE LINE OF QUALITY FEEDS

YOU GAN DEPEND ON

mw ARCHER MONTAGUE WICHITA
Holliday Feed Berend Brothers Berend Brothers
= Saint Jo Farm & Ranch The Feed & Garden Store
< H CLAY Wilbarger
x 4-Corners Grocery & Station PARKER
ﬂ Bellevue Feed Aledo Feed & Supply WISE
m E Horseman's Supply Lonesome Dove Feed
COOKE Pilgrim Farm & Ranch Garrett & Garrett
h Smith Feed Store Rhodes & Sons Hay & Feed Kountry Korner
= Buds Town
DENTOM YOUNG
= Wheathill Commodities TARRANT JEN Feed & Seed
Krum Farm & Feed Supply Alejandro Feed Store Berend Brothers
h Ponder Feed Meza & Sons
z Johnson Feed (L'Ville) Jimenez Western Wear
= Pilot Point Feed Discount Feed & More
= Handley Feed Store
= JACK Crossroads Drive-in
= H Brand Feed Red Barn Feed
z Perrin Feed & Hardware Turkey Mountain

rvant Find a dealer near you, www.bryantgrain.com

o Grainy Company, e, 300 N Front $t. - Aledo, TXTB008 - 800.441-9782 - info®bryantgrain.com
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