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inTHeE News  Parish, Town pass millage assessments

Sales and Use
Tax Commission
meeting scheduled

The Union Parish Sales
and Use Tax Commission
will hold its regular meet-
ing Thursday at 10 a.m.
Due to construction, the
meeting will be held in
the Jury room of the UP
Police Jury Complex.

Lake drawdown
scheduled

The 4-year drawdown
for Lake D’Arbonne is
scheduled to begin Sep-
tember 8 and end No-
vember 15. Plan your
dock/pier/seawall work
accordingly. Reach out to
the LDWF for vegetation
issues.

Union Parish
Crimestoppers

Crime Stoppers of
Union Parish will pay
up to a $1000.00 for any
information that leads
to a felony arrest and/or
indictment. You do not
have to give your name or
appear in court. Call (318)
368-9679.

How to reach the
UP Sheriff’s Office

To reach the Sheriffs
Office: Dial 368-3124 Fax:
318-608-3000 Civil Office:
318-368-2510 Civil Office
Fax: 318-368-7691

Community
Calendar

- Aug 21, 5 pm - Union
Parish Outreach Meeting

- Aug 24, 1:.00 pm -
US Senator Bill Cassidy
Participates in Chamber
Zoom Meeting

- Aug 24, 6:00 pm -
Union Parish Humane So-
cietyat401 W.Franklin St.

- Aug 26, Noon - Tour-
ism Commission Meeting
at State Park

- Aug 28, 6:00 pm -
“Jaws” Movie on the
Water at Rhett’s

-Sep 3-5 - Mayhaw
Festival, Beauty Pageant
& Parade, Marion (CAN-
CELLED)

By Byron Avery
news@fgazette.com

Atregular meetings over the
last 2 weeks, both the Union
Parish Police Jury and the
Town of Farmerville approved
resolutions to levy their annual
millages on property owners.

The town council approved
8.8 mills for the general fund
and 7.9 mills for fire protection
facilities.

On the Police Jury side,
millages were approved as fol-
lows: general fund, 2.79 mills;
road construction (construc-
tion and improvements of

roads and bridges), 5.13 mills;
road maintenance (roads and
bridges), 6.15 mills; Council on
Aging(maintenance), 1.63mills;
UnionParish Library (operation
and maintenance), 2.4 mills; UP
Library (support), 1.0 mills.

According to Union Parish
Tax Assessor Lance Futch, one
millis currently valued at1/1000
of market value of property
owned.

So, for example, the 8.8
mills for the Town would be
.0088x1000 for every $10,000 in
property value owned inside
the citylimits, or $8.80 for every
$10,000. “This is a reassess-

ment year,” said Futch. “Real
estate is assessed every four
years and personal property
is assessed every year. Even if
the millages stay the same, the
taxes could change because of
reassessment.”

For the entire parish includ-
ing all municipalities:
Totalassessed value $190,587,448
Less homestead $35,623,448
Total taxable value $154,964,105
For Inside the city limits of
Farmerville: Total assessed
value $28,417,632

Total taxablevalue $28,417,632

Homestead doesnoteffectthe
city taxes.

All land is assessed at 10 per-
cent of market value. Residential
structures are assessed at 10
percent of market value. Com-
mercial structures are assessed
at 15 percent of market value. All
figures are based on the certified
2019 Grand Recap.

Businesses inside Farmer-
ville are assessed millages for
both entities, since Farmerville
is inside the parish. The road
millages for the parish, for
construction, improvement
and maintenance, total 11.28
mills. That’s $11.28 per $10,000
in market value. Union Parish
hasroughly 1,000 miles of road.
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WELCOME NEW BUSINESSES

Members of the Union Parish
Chamber of Commerce, along
with employees, family and
friends, celebrate the official
opening of two new Union Par-
ish businesses. Union Diner
(top photo) is open seven days
a week. Ro Ro’s Snack Shack
has a varied menu with lunches
and snacks.

a Latm )

[T ?-ul. ¥ -
5 .. T

Gazette photos by Charlette Madden

Wind blown big rig

This 18-wheeler blocks the bridge at Ruston Ramp Rd. The rig was
stopped for traffic and the wind from Thursday’s storm caused it to overturn.

Submitted photo

Union Parish, other state schools
plan to use hybrid learning models

Staff Report

About 86 percent of public schoolsin
Louisianaareeitheroperatingorintend
to operate a hybrid learning model,
combining in-person and online learn-
ing, state Superintendent of Education
Cade Brumley said.

Union Parish Schools are among
those adoptingahybridlearning model.
With almost all students accounted for
atthe time of the monthly school board
meeting 58 percent chose all virtual
learning while 42 percent chose the
hybrid model.

See SCHOOLS, page 5

Robert Allen, incumbent
Alderman in Farmerville’s
District A, has announced
his candidacy for reelection.
“These past four years have
been my honor to serve the
people of Farmerville and
to work hand in hand with
the employees of this town,”

ciecrion 2020

Allen vying for re-election

said Allen.

“Since day one of my elec-
tion, I have hit the ground
running for you the people
to help make the Town of
Farmerville a better place,”
he said.

See ALLEN, page 3

TAYLOR

Taylor steps
down after

11 terms

By Charlette Madden
news@fgazette.com

What isalegend? Merriam Webster
defines a legend as a person or thing
that inspires. Many know the legends
of Paul Bunyan and Davy Crockett
andtheirlegendaryadventures. There
are also sportslegendslike Babe Ruth,
Jackie Robinson, Terry Bradshaw and
Karl Malone. Some even consider ce-
lebrities and entertainment artists to
be legends. However, sometimes, if a
town orcommunity is incredibly lucky
and the stars align exactly right, they
might just be blessed enough to have a
legendlivingamongthem. Farmerville
hasjustsuchablessingindJerry Taylor.

Taylor was born on August 11,
1941, the youngest of eight children
born to Firmy Taylor and Mattie Lee
Canterberry Taylor. Taylor grew up
in Truxno, and while he remembers
humble beginnings, they are fond
memories. “We were raised very poor
but wenever wenthungry,” Taylorsaid.

Truxno had two stores and on Sun-
days, Taylor reminisces about playing
baseball with friends, sitting on the
bench at one of the stores visiting and
perhapssneakingawatermelonortwo.
Taylor graduated from Farmerville
High School in 1959 and his first desire
was to serve his country. However, due
tohis extremely small size at the time,
the army turned him down.

Now he was faced with mapping out
aplanforhisfuture. What doesayoung
man in 1959 do when he is pondering
the path his life will take and figuring
out how to find a job? Well, he goes to
thelocal barbershop of course. Taylor
walked into the barbershop to get a
haircutand visit. Whileinthere, Henry
Albritton asked him whathe was going
todo. Taylorrelayedthathefirstneeded
to find employment. As he exited the
barbershop, Albritton was standing
there waiting for him and offered him
a job at Claiborne Electric. Taylor ac-
cepted thatjobandlittledid he know it,
but his future was set at that moment.

See TAYLOR, page 5
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CHURCH NEWS

A Deliverance
Ministries

Regular services are
prayer on Mondays at
6 p.m., Bible study on
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.,
and morning worship
isevery Sunday at 10:30
a.m. 318-368-2634.

Antioch Baptist

Weekly servicetimes
are: Sunday - Sunday
school, 10 a.m. and
worship service at 11
a.m. and 6 p.m. and
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.

Thechurchislocated
at 3501 Louisiana 828 in
Farmerville. 368-3591.

Bethel Temple
Pentecostal
Church

2144 Hwy 33 North,
Marion,

Sunday school 11:00
AM

Worship Service
12:00 PM

Phone 318-608-6766

Blooming Grove Bap-
tist

Blooming Grove Bap-
tist Church, where the
Rev. Lester C. Sims is
pastor, is located at 702
Martin Luther King Jr.
Dr. in Farmerville.

Dean Baptist

Dean Baptist Church
is having one service
on Sunday mornings,
9am. Speakers are set-
up outside if you prefer
to stay in your vehicle,
can tune into the ra-
dio from your vehicle.
Prayer and Bible study
Wednesday night, 6:30
pm

Please be in prayer
for: Summer Lum,
Chris Finklea, Rowee-
na Patterson, Renita
Thomas, Janie Scarbor-
ough, Judy Smith, Kait-
lyn Rhodes, Bessie Mae
Ray, Brent Franklin,
Jerry Brantley, Annie
Brantley, Connie Cole,
Leroy Cole, Juanita
Rhodes, Dewey Rhodes,
Buster Wisecarver, Joe
Brantley, and Bonnie
Brantley.

Special prayers for
our country and Presi-
dent. The devil is hard
at work..

Evergreen
Baptist Church

For more informa-
tion call (318) 285-9484.

Farmerville
United Methodist
Church

Rev. Hank Hamilton

INVITATION: Sun-
day mornings at 11am
on Facebook: https://
www.facebook.com/
hank.hamilton.12 - or
- come to either of our
services: 9:30 or 1lam.
CALL TO RESERVE
your Sunday Service
seat.

(318) 368-3840 301
Anthony Street

Social Distancing
observed — Masks re-
quired-Hand Sanitizer

provided
GRATEFUL or
THANKFUL? Dic-

tionaries tell us that
thankful is an aware-
ness of kindnesses to
be received and the
benefits of them. And
that when we are deep-
ly appreciative of that
kindness, we feel grate-
ful.

How many times is
gratitude mentioned
in the Bible? Thank-
fulness comes up
71 times in the New

Testament. The defini-
tion: “To show oneself
grateful, tobe thankful,
to give thanks.”

We’re grateful to
friends and family for
favors done for us. We
express that gratitude
with thankfulness. We
are often thankful that
sad/bad things in our
lives weren’t moretrag-
ic. Grateful to those
who helped us through
our life struggles...
family, friends, doctors,
nurses and teachers,
etc. We are thankful
to God for putting such
people in our paths.

We are grateful for
the largest and the
smallest of blessings
that come our way in
many forms. We raise
up our voices in praise
and thanksgiving to
God for His grace and
His mercies.

The good things you
haveinlifearethanksto
God. Psalm 95:2-3 “Let
uscomebeforehimwith
thanksgiving and extol
him with music and
song. For the Lord is
the great God, the great
King above all gods.”

But... when we re-
fuse to be thankful or
to express gratitude,
we grow hard-hearted
and proud. Romans
1:2 “For people will
be lovers of self, lovers
of money, proud, arro-
gant, abusive, disobe-
dient to their parents,
ungrateful, unholy...”
2 Timothy 3:2

Don’tletthisbecome
you... “Continue stead-
fastly in prayer, being
watchful in it with
thanksgiving.” Colos-
sians 4:2 Don’t rush
through your prayers;
havetrue conversations
with God through them.

“Rejoicealways, pray
continually, givethanks
inall circumstances; for
thisis God’s willfor you
in Christ Jesus.” Thes-
salonians 5:16-18

First Baptist
Farmerville

Bro. Kurt’s message,
“Focused on Prayer,”
is based on Philippians
4:4-7. “4 Rejoice in the
Lord always: and again
Isay, Rejoice. 5 Let your
moderation be known
unto all men. The Lord
is at hand. 6 Be careful
fornothing;butinevery
thingby prayer and sup-
plication with thanks-
givinglet yourrequests
be made known unto
God. 7 And the peace
of God, which passeth
allunderstanding, shall
keep your hearts and
minds through Christ
Jesus.” (King James
Version)

The Apostle Paul is
closing out his letter to
the Church. Both are
going through perse-
cution and struggles.
Throughout his letter,
he has emphasized,
over and over, living
with joy. He tells them
torejoice! Begentleand
controlled. Trust the
Lord. And pray - giving
thanks and making
your requests. Then
God’s Word tells us if
we do this, peace will
be in our life.

Prayer is something
so simple - yet SO pow-
erful. In fact, it may
seem too easy, and we
sometimesdon’ttakeits
power seriously. Maybe
we’re looking for some-
thing dramatic to take
place, for someonetodo
or say something to re-
store peace in our lives.
Maybewearelookingto
the wrong things or the
wrong people.

Church, look to God.
With faith and trust in
Him, joining ourselves
in the work of God
through prayer, we re-
alize we don’t have to
“fix it”, God can! We are
to go before the Lord
in prayer for healing,
for peace, for making
decisions, concerning
an enemy, for opportu-
nity, for salvation, for
strength, for patience.
Go before the Lord in
prayer with requests
foryourself and others.

Even when life is
hard, and everything
around us seems to be
falling apart, we have
a God of all power and
control watching over
ourlives!Inatime when
it is very hard to trust
anything today, we can
be thankful that we can
trust God!

FocusonGodthrough
prayer and be per-
sistent. “And the peace
of God, which passes
allunderstanding, shall
keep your hearts and
minds through Christ
Jesus.” There is peace
in Jesus, even in the
storm.

During the transi-
tion to normalcy, we
will continue to offer
multiple opportunities
to worship together.
For more information,
visit our website, www.
fbcfarmerville.com or
our Facebook page. Our
address is 400 North
Main, Farmerville;
phone 318.368-3848.

First Baptist
Church —
Marion

In the 60’s a maga-
zine cover said “God
Is Dead.” As the world

spins in chaos some
may wonder if that is
true. At FBC Marion
there is manifold evi-
dence that God is alive,

Jesus lives and the
Holy Spirit continues
to work. Ask Michael
Thomas, Dustin An-
drews, Shep Towns
or Sawyer Towns if
Jesus still saves. Three
great weeks of bap-
tizing and watching
God work in the midst
of all Satan is trying
to do shouts “God Is
Not Dead.” Bro. Bubba
preached today from II
Samuel 10. David and
his people were vastly
outnumbered for bat-
tle. Surely they must
have felt as Christians
today dolookingat what
seemed to be a hopeless
situation. They didn’t
know whether they
would be temporarily
defeated or whether
God would amazingly
deliver them. Listen
to what they said in II
Samuel 10:12, “Be of
good courage, and let
us play the men for our
people, and for thecities
of our God;and theLord
do that which seemeth
Him good.” Our pur-
pose as Christians is
to be courageous and
livelike warriorsinthe
Army of God and leave
theresultsto Him. Take
heartfellow Christians,
“He’s got the whole
world in His hands.”

CatchFBCMarionon
our Facebook page, you
tube or Bayou Cable.

PRAY FOR EACH
OTHER,OURCHURCH,
OUR NATION, AND
OUR LEADERS.

Haile Church of
Christ

Webster defines “le-
galism” as a strict, lit-
eral or excessive con-
forming to the law or
to a religious or moral
code. Thedefinitions of
“liberalism” includethe
freedom of restraintand
licentiousness. Legalist
may charge those with
views of the Scripture
lessrigid thantheirown
as liberalists. On the
other hand, those with
a more lenient view of
Scripture may accuse
thosewithstricter views
as being legalists. Is
there a “weigh station”
or “happy medium”
between legalism and
liberalism? There is,
and it is grace! Grace
instructs through the
written word (Titus
2:11-12), and a theme
throughout the New
Testament is to abide
within the doctrine of
Christ, pay close atten-
tion to doctrine and

WEATHER REPORT

IN HONOR OF RONNIE DEAN

Thursday, August 20  HIGH 87° Low 65° PREC. 10%
Friday, August 21 HIGH 88° Low 67° PREC. 10%
Saturday, August 22 HIGH 90° Low 69° PREC. 10%
Sunday, August 23 HIGH 91° Low 70° PREC. 20%
Monday, August 24 HIGH 92° Low 70° PREC. 10%
Tuesday, August 25 HIGH 87° Low 71° PREC. 20%
Wednesday, August 26 HIGH 90° Low 72° PREC. 10%
Thursday, August 27  HIGH 88° Low 69° PREC. 50%

RelaDyne

Serving Our Customers Since 1946

o Industrial Flushing and Filtration
o Power Generation Services « Lubricants e Fuels

911 Ward Chapel Road ¢ Farmerville, LA 71241
318-368-3101

expose strange or false
doctrines (2 John 9-11; 1
Timothy 4:16; Hebrews
13:9, etc.). Grace is not
licentiousness (Jude 4),
and prohibits taking
liberty with God’s word.
A precise pattern for
obeying the gospel, wor-
shipandevery aspect of
Christ’s teaching is re-
vealed (Romans 6:17-18;
John 4:24; Philippians
3:17). Striving to follow
Christ’s teachings as
closely as possible isn’t
legalism, unless one
depends on their own
ability to life perfectly.
Since all sin and fall
short (Romans 3:23),
earning one’s salvation
through merit is impos-
sible. If one obeys all
of Christ’s commands,
they remain “an un-
worthy servant” (Luke
17:10). Why? Because
of sin!! Grace provides
a remedy; but only for
those who “walk in the
light” and do not prac-
ticesin(1John1:5-9;3:9).
“Walking in the light”
doesn’t allow legalism
or liberalism. Grace
teaches that faith that
comes from God’s word
is essential (Hebrews
11:6) and an acceptable
faithisanobedientfaith
(James 2:14-26) with to-
tal reliance on Christ’s
blood for pardon.
Bible study: Sun-
days 9:30 a.m.; 6 p.m.;
Wednesdays 7 p.m.

Lakeview
Missionary
Baptist Church

10078 Hwy
Farmerville

Bro.Dan Hall, Pastor

Bro. Paul Paschal,
Associate Pastor

News by: Donna Hol-
man

Schedule of Services

15,

Sunday School
10:00am

Worship Service
11:00am

Sunday Evening
6:00pm

Wed. Bible Study
6:00pm

A Welcoming Home
To All!

Tuesday, Aug. 11th,
What a great night of
fellowship the ladies
had! Our guest speak-
er, Linda Darden, did
an amazing job and we
would like to thank Sis.
Candi for asking her to
come. If youaremissing
Ladies Night, you are
suremissingablessing.
(Do to circumstances
I was unable to attend
and copied this com-
ment from our church
bulletin written by Sis.
Kerri.) The next Ladies
Night is scheduled for
September 8th. Details
to come.

Wed. Bible Study,
Aug. 12th, Bro. Dan’s
message was from
James Chapter 5. (8)
Be ye also patient; sta-
blish your hearts: for
the coming of the Lord
draweth nigh.

Sunday School, Au-
gust. 16th, Bro. Paul
taughtfrom John Chap-
ter 1: 34-51 and Chapter
2:1-11. Jesusturned wa-
ter into wine. (11) This
beginning of miracles
did Jesus in Cana of

See CHURCH, page 3

Ollealyos

Serving All Your Propane Needs

Residential & Commercial
*Propane & Natural Gas Products*
406 S. Main, Farmerville
318-368-9094
800-368-9094
www.onealgas.com

SHRIMP BUTTERBEANS

1 Ib. frozen Butter Beans
2 Thsp. garlic butter

¥ tsp. salt1 cup Seasoning Blend

2 Thsp. chopped garlic
Cajun Blackened Seasoning
28 0z. of water

1 Ibs. of deheaded, peeled raw shrimp (35-45 count size)

In skillet sauté well seasoned shrimp, Seasoning Blend and
1 Thsp. chopped garlic in butter, and cook until pink, turn off
and set aside, stir in one oz. water to make a gravy.

In 5 quart thick sided pot, add beans, 28 0zs. water, 1 Thsp.
chopped garlic, ¥2 tsp. Salt, cover and bring to boil, stir often
to ensure beans do not stick to bottom of pot. Once it be-
gins to boil turn to medium heat and cover. Cook beans until
beans are soft and begin to burst to make a gravy. Once beans
are tender you can help the process by mashing some beans
to help thicken your gravy. Turn heat to simmer. Add cooked
shrimp, stir well and simmer for 15 minutes, or until beans are
soft and gravy thick. Salt to taste, serve over rice.

Bon Appetite’

Joe Cusimano is a private attorney in Farmerville who
serves as town attorney for Bernice and Farmerville. The
New Orleans area native also likes to cook.

STORE HOURS:
Mon-Sun 7:00am - 8:00pm
7 DAYS A WEEK

=lela
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Louisiana begins borrowing process to replenish
unemployment fund; higher business taxes on deck

Gazette News Services

The Louisiana Work-
force Commission has
begun the process of
borrowing money from
the federal government
to replenish the state’s
unemployment trust
fund, LWC Secretary
Ava Dejoie said Friday.

The fund currently
stands at about $245
million, compared to
more than $1 billion
before the COVID-19
pandemic began. The
unemployment fund is
on pace to be insolvent
inaboutfour weeks, and
federal law requires the
states to continue pay-
ing benefits.

To pay back the loan,

the state will have to
imposea “solvency tax”
onbusinessesof upto30
percent of their quar-
terly unemployment
tax rate. Companies
also face higher taxes
when the fund balance
is low because more of
their wagebasebecomes
taxable.

Dejoie is “still hold-
ing out hope” Congress
will approve more aid
that states can use to
replenish their funds to
avoid raising taxes on
businesses.

New unemployment
claims for last week
dropped to 11,131 from
the previous week’s
total of 13,402. For a
pre-pandemic compar-

ison, during the week
ending August 10, 2019,
2,081 initial claims were
filed.

The four-week mov-
ing average of initial
claims decreased to
18,781 fromthe previous
week’saverageof 22,586.

Continued claims for
unemployment benefits
fell t0 299,974, compared
to the prior week’s total
of 327,467. The contin-
ued claims were above
the comparable figure
of 17,513 for the week
ending August 10, 2019.

However, those num-
bers do not include
about 150,000 self-em-
ployed and gig workers
who are not eligible for
state unemployment

benefits (because they
don’t have employers
paying into the system)
butarereceivingfederal
pandemic unemploy-
ment assistance, econ-
omist Stephen Barnes
said. So Louisiana still
hasabout 450,000 people
getting unemployment
benefits, he said.

The leisure and hos-
pitality sector has been
hit hardest, economist
Loren Scott said. That
sectorhasfaced closures
and restrictions meant
to control the spread of
COVID-19 along with
a general reluctance
to travel amid the pan-
demic.

Scott said construc-
tion in Louisiana has

experienced the sec-
ond-most losses. Plants
and refineries have laid
off contractors, and
planned investments in
the petrochemical sec-
tor have been delayed,
he said.

New Orleanshasseen
the greatest number of
job losses relative to its
overall workforceandin
absolute terms, he said,
which is not surprising
since tourism and hos-
pitality aresoimportant
to the city.

Scott said the Lake
Charlesareahashadthe
second-most job losses
by percentage. That’s
partly because of the
heavy petrochemical
presence, he said, but

also because it is the
state’s largest gaming
market. Louisiana’s
casinos were shut down
during the early stages
of the pandemic and
now are operating at
half capacity.

Scott is predicting
a recovery during the
second half of this year
and estimates job losses
fortheyearwillbeabout
105,000, or about 5.3 per-
cent of the workforce.
That would represent
the state’s worst reces-
sion since the 1980s, he
said.

During the 1980s, the
losseshappened oversix
years, Scott said. This
time, it only took two
quarters.

Galilee, and manifested
forth his glory; and his
disciples believed on
him.

Sis. Liz opened Wor-
ship Service with a
beautiful song which
wassungfromtheheart
and enjoyed by all.

Worship Service,
Aug. 16th, Bro. Dan’s
message was from Isa-
iah Chapter 50: 10-11.
God doesn’t want any
to be in darkness; He
wants all to be in the
Light. Without God
where would we be?
God is always in con-
trol. Without your
commitment to God,
you are doomed to de-
spair. Let God have his
way. Always keep faith.
It’s time for Christians
everywhere to stand up
and rally around our
churchandinourbelief
in Jesus Christ.

Sunday Evening,
Aug. 16th, Bro. Dan’s
message was from 1
Chronicles Chapter 29:
1, 6-13, 20.

(9) Then the people
rejoiced, for that they
offered willingly, be-
cause with perfectheart
they offered willingly to
the Lord: and David the
king also rejoiced with
great joy.

Giving is the begin-
ning of growth. Giving
and giving of ourselves
satisfys us; want takes
us away from God. Giv-
ing brings us to God.
Givingovercomeswant-
ing/angerandbringsus
joy. When joy comesinto
your heart, yournolon-
gerangry;makesusfeel
blessed, lifted up and
special. Prayer takes
doubt away and gives
us confidence. Worship
overcomes selfishness.

Bro. Robert opened
evening service with
song of praise to our
Lord, Jesus Christ. We
always enjoy hearing
Robert sing.

September 12th,
LMBC will be having
a Church Yard Sale.
There will be lots of
items from several fam-
ilies. LMBC will also
have hamburger plate
lunches for $8 each. All
proceedsaretogotoour

CHURCH NEWS (continued from page 2)

building fund.

LMBC still has cook-
books for sale. The cost
is $15 each with 300 rec-
ipes. To order one call
Donna at (318) 548-2699.
Proceedsfromthe sales
go to LMBC'’s building
fund.

We welcome every-
one at LMBC. If you
are in need of a Church
Home, join us and be-
come part of our won-
derful Church Family!

Liberty
Missionary
Baptist Church -
Spearsville

We are still study-
ing the book of Amos,
where he tells of God’s
judgment and compas-
sion. We need to follow
Amos in intercessory
prayer for others and
in obeying the Lord’s
commands rather than
persons — even those
in leadership roles. We
need to remain faithful
to God as we face oppo-
sition in our time.

Bro. Brandon
brought the message
Sunday night and chal-
lenged us to be the wit-
nesses God expectsusto
be. Wehad our monthly
fellowship afterwards.

We have had several
out sick and want them
to know they are in our
prayers and that we
miss them.

We have Sunday
School at 10; worship
service at 11; evening
service at 5:30; and
Wednesday night Bible
Study at 6. We invite
youtocomestudy God’s
Word and fellowship
with us as we keep
pressing on for Jesus.

We invite others to
come worship with us.

Mt. Tabor
Baptist

Hwy. 2

Farmerville, LA

318-368-9039

Sunday School is
at 9:45 a.m.; Sunday
Morning Service is at
10:45 a.m.; Sunday Eve-
ning Bible Study is at
6 p.m.; and Wednesday
Night Bible Study is at

ALLEN continued from page 1

6:30 p.m.

Pleasefeel freetocall
usif youhave any ques-
tions regarding Mt.
Tabor or would justlike
additional information.

My Father’s
House

My Father’s House
Teach one to be one.
Jesus was with the dis-
ciples for three years.
He was with them 40
days before going to
heaven. If you have
read Acts 1 and 2 you
would know this. The
promise of God was
given to Jesus and the
promise was fulfilled.
The Holy Spirit came
upon the disciples and
the preaching began.
Jesushad madeit clear
that there would be
false teachers. Jesus
said also, the way is
narrow that leads to
life and few find it.
T12B1 will make disci-
ples of Jesus, disciples
of Jesus get to know
God. In Matthew 5 Je-
sus opened his mouth
telling them about the
kingdom of heaven.
The faithful disciples
will inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who
hunger and thirst for
righteousness. In Mat-
thew 6, Jesus gave
instructions on how
to get something from
God our father.

The disciples
learnedfromtheteach-
er for God to forgive,
one must forgive ac-
cordingto Jesus. Jesus
taught the disciples
about the eye. He told
them about log and
specks. He mentioned
hypocrites. In verses
6 and 7 Jesus explains
the law and the proph-
ets. Jesus told them
about trees and how to
recognize them. Have
you read his words
beware of false proph-
ets, they will come to
you in sheep clothing.
Don’t forget this. Join
Joseph at My Father’s
Houseat4774Highway
151 Downsville, La
71234.

For more informa-
tion call or text 318-
620-9293.

Allen is a lifelong
resident of Farmerville
and his service record
should speak for itself.
He became a volunteer
firefighter at the age
of 17 and 50 years later
he is still serving. He
joined the U. S. Army
andserved fortwoyears.
Allen began a career

with the postal service
in 1972 and faithfully
fulfilled his duties until
his retirement in 2013.
“As you can see my
life has been dedicated
to the service of others,
and there is no better
place to serve than my
hometown,” said Allen.
Allen asks for the

vote of his constituents
so that he can continue
his service. “I will, to
the best of my ability,
continue to figure out
and implement solu-
tions to all problems
and situations brought
before me,” Allen said.
“Please vote to re-elect
#80 Robert Allen.”

Our Lady of
Perpetual Help
Catholic

Give thanks to the
Lord for He is good, for
His kindness endures
forever. 1Chronicles
16:34

Regular Mass times
are 7 p.m. on Saturdays
(Spanish dominant)
and9a.m. Sundays (En-
glish dominant.) First
Wednesday each month
Mass - 6 p.m.

Thechurchislocated
at 600 E. Water St. in
Farmerville. For more
information, pleasecall
368-9239.

Pleasant
Grove Baptist -

Downsville

Pleasant Grove,
where the Rev. Lethon
Hay is pastor, is located
at 365 Pleasant Grove
Rd. in Downsville.

Rocky Branch
Baptist Church

Pastor: Terry Mims

News: Brenda Pace

2 Samuel 6, King Da-
vidisdesiringtoreturn
the ark of God back to
Jerusalem. Sometimes
we so desire to do some-

thingthatisright, wedo
it the wrong way. David
failed to require of the
Levites and priests as
to the proper way to
proceed according to
the laws God had given
Moses. By placing on a
new cart (the way the
Philistines had done)
holy reverence was
not expressed. Uziah
touched it, contrary to
thelaw which stated not
to touch it, which lead
tohis death. This creat-
ed discouragement in
David, causing a feel-
ing of defeat. We must
express reverence for
holy thingsof God. This
comes about by being
prayedup, confessed up,
and ready to worship,
with a spirit which is
willing to be blessed.
Doing things God’s
way, leads toahappy re-
covery. David, following
the laws of Moses, with
a sacrificial spirit — 2
Samuel 6:12, was able
to bring back the ark.
We too need to open
our heart to GOD and
follow in simple obedi-
ence. This willlead to a
sweet joy, allowingusto
enjoy spiritual worship.
However there may be
resistance. When our

spirit is not right with
God, He cannot move.
Sadly when Christians
are happy in the LORD,
some people are so
miserable, they will try
and bring them down.
If God is blessing you
andlivingthroughyou,
enjoy all He has to offer.
2 Corinthians 3:17 -
where the Spirit of the
Lord is, there is liberty.
“This ol’ world’s a bat-
tlefield where we must
fighteachday. Imaylose
a battle now and then,
butI'vealready wonthe
war.” Amen.

Church Services:
Worship 10:00 a.m.;
Wednesday service —
6:30 p.m.

Zion Community
Outreach
Ministries

Zion Community
Outreach Ministries is
located at 606 Bernice
St. in Farmerville.

Every Friday night
there is a Fifth Quarter
for all area youth.

And every Thursday
at 10 a.m., we have fun
for seniors.

Come and join us
for activities and fel-
lowship.

louISINA
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FROM A MOMMA’S HEART

New
beginnings

Don’t you just love new beginnings?
Theyalwaysbringsuchafreshperspec-
tive and a renewed sense of purpose to
everydaylife. Withnewbeginningsthe
world is suddenly

full of new opportu-
nities, adventures
andexcitement. But
perhaps the most
wonderful part of
new beginnings
is the chance it af-
fords to meet new
people and make
new friends.
When we are

Charlette Madden

young, we get new
beginningsateveryturn. New schools,
new school years, new extracurric-
ular activities, new friends and new
relationships are just a few of the new
beginnings that children, teens and
young adults experience with great
frequency. As we get older, however,
those new beginnings began to be few
and far between. We finish our school-
ing, find a mate and get married, start
a career, have children and settle into
life. Wedofindsomenew beginningsas
our childrenventureintonewactivities
and interests and we can live out some
of those new feelings through them.
Sometimes, unfortunately, our rela-
tionships do not work out and divorce
canbringaboutnew beginningsascan
unforeseen tragedies and situations.

But as we age, those new beginnings
happen less and less often. So it is no
wonder that in most cases when those
new beginnings are waved in front of
us, we run towards them with open
arms and hearts.

Thave been blessed enough to get the
chanceforanewbeginning.Thavebeen
writingfeaturearticlesfor The Gazette
since January. I guess they liked my
writing enough that a few months ago
they decided to offer me a column that
runstwiceamonth. Writinghasalways
beenanemotional outletfor me.Ifellin
love with the written word at a young
ageandfromthatpointon,readingand
writingbecameapassion forme. It was
no wonder that I received a degree in
Englishfrom LouisianaTech. Whenall
of the puzzle pieces fell into place and a
full-time position became available at
The Gazette, I not only ran toward the
opportunity, but sprinted.

As amomma, I have always told my
boys when they are faced with a new
beginning or new situation, the best
thing they could do was reach out to
peopleand makenew friends. Youhave
gotten to know me a little bit over the
past few months through my writing,
but now that I am going to be a perma-
nent fixture in Farmerville and Union
Parish, Iwould love the opportunity to
get to know all of you better and make
some wonderful new friends.

With new beginnings comes lots of
excitingchangesand intheexcitement,
you can often convince others (ahem...
read Byron) to make some changes as
well. It is our intention to make The
Gazette the voice of Farmerville and
Union Parish. If it concerns you, it
concerns us. If it means a great deal
to you, it means a great deal to us. If it
upsets you, it upsets us.

We want The Gazette to be your go-to
placefornewsinthearea. NewsofLake
D’Arbonne, advertisements, obituaries,
announcements, school happenings,
the place to find a yard guy, a plumber,
or firewood for the winter and a hun-
dred other wonderful finds in thelocal
newspaper. We will diligently seek to
meet the needs of Farmerville and all
of Union Parish. We want The Gazette
to be the friend you turn to when you
need informationandnotonly thenews-
paper but Byron and I as well. Starting
Thursday therewillbe coffeeand anice
placetositand chat if you would like to
come by and visit. We look forward to
getting to know you better and becom-
ing the true voice for our little piece
of Heaven right here in Union Parish.

Charlette Madden is a Mother of 2, a
Louisiana Tech graduate and serves as
Editor and Advertising Director for The
Gazette. Contact her via email at news@
feazette.com

GUEST COLUMN

Wearing a mask is not a political
statement..., it saves lives

Wear a Mask. Wash your hands.
Keep your distance.

These three simple actions
are known to stop the spread of
COVID-19. The American Hospital
Association, American Medical
Association and the American
Nurses Association this week
shared those messages in an open
letter to the American Public. As
the CEO of Union General Hospi-
tal, I would like to share this with
the people of Union Parish.

These groups have been work-
ingtogethersincetheoutsetof the
pandemic to raise awareness of
essential public health and safety
measures to reduce the spread of
the virus,emphasized that we can
defeat this crisis the same way we
defeated previousthreatstopublic
health..., by allowing science and
evidence to shape their decisions
and inform their actions.

What should not happen is to
make the adherence to masks
a political issue. And NO, the
COVID-19willnot goaway on Nov.
3, when the presidential election
is over!

I see this playing throughout
our countryandIfind it very trou-
bling. Study after study hasshown

that wearing a mask can greatly
reduce the chances of spreading
the virus. I do not think asking
people to wear a mask when you
are around people isdenying any-
one their liberty and their right
to choose.

Education
from our pub-
lic health of-
ficials is one
of the stron-
gest defens-
es against
COVID-19.
Their advice
and insights
are SCI-
ENCE-BASED
and they have been working
around the clock to help us slow
the spread of the virus and to
open our communities safely. As
a citizen of this great country,
please do not compromise the role
of public health and our public
health officers during a time we
need them the most.

As anation, we have more than
3 million documented cases of
COVID-19 and over 130,000 deaths.
We are seeing increased cases and
hospitalizations in many states

Evalyn Ormond

and it’s clear that we have not put
COVID-19 behind us.

I am very proud of the brave
front-line caregivers and essential
workers that have put it all on
the line for everyone. They give
their best efforts each and every
day to treat patients, comfort
families, use every PPE available
all to contain the spread of the
pandemic. These brave souls will
continue those efforts for as long
as it takes. I have seen this played
out each day for months from the
employeesand physiciansat Union
General Hospital and Clinic. I am
a very proud Hospital CEO and
don’tmindtellingthem, thank you
and keep up the fabulous job you
are doing.

Don’t you think in return, the
least we can do is wear a mask,
wash our hands and keep our
distance?

Evalyn Ormond is the CEO of
Union General Hospital. UGH is
committed to providing quality
healthcare in a safe environment
to the residents of our community
and surrounding areas, and to be
recognized asthe hospital of choice
for Union Parish.

TUFF TALK

We have a chance at Mid-East peace

Last week we witnessed an
agreement between two Mid-East
countries. This agreement is of
Biblical proportions.Isay Biblical
not from a religious context but

improved between Israel and the
Arab countries. Ten years later I
moved to Arabia to live and work.
Therhetoric wastherethatshowed
adeep-seated hatredforIsrael. The
word Israel was never

from a magnitude that

eclipses our everyday Eo said on television or on
existence. e the news programming.

Israel signed an agree- ; Instead the term “oc-
ment with the United L L ﬁ cupied Palestine” was
Arab Emirates to nor- ' é ] used.Italkedtodifferent
malize relations. Just | [* . SaudisthatIworked with
to say these few words | - and some even admitted
brings joy and hope !E ) J thatthe Jewswerereally
to millions around the ! cousins; however, the
world. The simplicity By Palestinian issue was
of these words speaks Tuffy Fields the number one prob-
volumes. lem. Numerousattempts

Normalization be-
tween Israel and a Mid-East,
predominately Islamic country,
has only taken place twice before.
Egypt and Jordan previously nor-
malized relations; however, this
was many years ago. Ever since I
was a young man, attempts were
madetobringpeacetotheMid-East
butthere were alwaysfinal hurdles
thatjustcouldn’tbeovercome. The
main obstacle was the Palestinian
issue. The Palestinians are angry
becausetheirland wastaken by the
United Nations and given to Israel
as a homeland after World War II.
This is a simplistic explanation to
avery complexissue. Followingthe
holocaustthat saw sixmillion Jews
exterminated plusover athousand
years of persecution, the world
wanted the Jews to have a home-
land soIsrael wasformed. Thisled
to wars, blacklisting of American
countries that performed work in
Israel and failure after failure of
attempting peace in the Middle
East.

I was a junior in high school
when the seven-day war took place.
Israel had to fight the armies of
Egypt, Syria, Iraq, Jordan and
Iran. Amazingly Israel was victori-
ous after just seven days. Nothing

were made by America
to broker peace but they failed. It
appeared that the only way to ob-
tain Mid-Eastpeace wastocurethe
Palestinian problem. Unfortunate-
ly, many Arab countries wanted
nothing less that the eradication
of Israel and thereturn of allland
to the Palestinians.

Duringthe Gulf Waranamazing
acttook place. CNN was allowed to
broadcast live into Saudi Arabia,
Bahrain, the UAE and other Arab
countries. This was a bold move
as nothing live was ever televised
in the kingdom other than Saudi
governmentnews programs.Iwas
mesmerized as I actually viewed
live television. Three days into
the Gulf War and Iraq launched
missiles into Israel in an attempt
to draw Israel into the war and
splinter the American coalition.
Live television was beamed from
Israelasthe SCUD missileslanded.
Then suddenly the program went
off the air. Saudi Arabia would
not allow Israel to be shown on
its networks yet the other Arab
nations allowed it.

It appeared that there would
never be peace in the Mid-East
between Israel and the Arab
countries. After all these years

thePalestinianissue was theonly
issue for peace. Then last week,
like a lightning bolt from the
heavens, it was announced that
Israel and the UAE would resume
diplomatic relations. My shock
was only overshadowed by my
elation as I asked myself if Saudi
Arabiawould follow. The Kingdom
hasmadenumerousfundamental
changes under arelatively strong
ruler. If the UAE could establish
diplomatic relations with Israel,
Saudi Arabia couldlikewise do so.
It appears that the next countries
torecognizelsrael may be Bahrain
and Oman. Bahrain is progres-
sive, an American ally and is the
homeport of the American Navy
5th fleet. It is very close to Saudi
Arabia and is actually connected
by a causeway.

If the world is lucky enough to
witness Bahrain establish rela-
tionships with Israel, the second
domino will fall and it will not be
long before the other moderate
friends of America will follow.
Oman, Saudi Arabia and even
Lebanon could soon have agree-
ments with Israel and true peace
will ensue.

There will be losers to these
agreements.Iranislividandevery
time another country establishes
relationships with Israel there is
onelesscauseforIrantoholdonto.
AsIran’s influence diminishes, so
doesRussia’simpactontheregion.

Every time another country es-
tablishes diplomaticrelationships
with Israel, the United States is in
a win/win situation. It becomes a
gutpunchtolranand Russia while
at the same time peace expands in
a volatile part of our world.

Tuffy Fields may be reached by
emailing thelouisianaexplorer@
yahoo.com.

on a topic will be considered.

newspaper.

Emails to the Editor

The Farmerville Gazette welcomes Emails to the Editor aboutissues or concerns of interestto our community.
Emails should be timely and addressed as an Email to the Editor. No two-party letters, copies of email to
other publications, political endorsements, creative prose or poetry will be accepted.

All letters submitted for consideration must have the writer’s name, mailing address, phone number and
email address. Only the writer’s name and city of residence of will be published.

The Farmerville Gazette reserves the right to edit or refuse publication of any email, however, all viewpoints

The Farmerville Gazette generally does not publish more than one email from the same person within a
30-day period. Content should be clear, concise and no longer than 300 words.

Letters may be emailed to news @fgazette.com.

Views expressed in letters to the editor and personal columns do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the
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Doyle
Scarborough

Funeral services for
Doyle Scarborough, 73,
of Marion, La., were

held at2:00 p.m., Thurs-
day, August 13, 2020 at
Farrar Funeral Home
Chapel with Bro. Paul
Stephens officiating.
Interment followed in
Liberty Cemetery, in
Linville, La., under
the direction of Far-
rar Funeral Home in
Farmerville.

Mr. Scarborough
passed away on Mon-
day, August 10, 2020 in
Monroe, La. He wasan
avid hunter and loved
anythingoutdoors. Mr.
Scarboroughlovedtrav-
eling the backroads of
Haile, La. and visiting
with friends.

OBITUARY (Paid Announcement)

Mr.Scarboroughwas
precededindeathbyhis
wife, Pat Scarborough;
parents, Clint & Myrt
Scarborough; brother,
Larry Scarborough;
and son-in-law, Eddie
Summerhill.

Left to cherish his
memory areonedaugh-
ter, Denise Summer-
hill; one sister, Betty
Baker (George); two
grandsons, Matthew
Summerhill (Jenna)
and Stephen Sum-
merhill (Kirsty); three
great-grandchildren,
Kannon, Kase and
Avery Summerhill;
numerous hieces and

nephews; and a host
of other family and
friends.

Pallbearers wereDa-
vid Nowlin, Gary Har-
rell, William Spillers,
Heath Snell, DaleLusby
and Mel Fuglaar.

Honorary pallbear-
ers were George Her-
ring, Royce Dementand
Ken Ebarb.

Visitation was on
Thursday, August 13,
2020 from 12:00 p.m.
~ 2:00 p.m. at Farrar
Funeral Home Chapel.

Online memorials
may be left at www.far-
rarfuneralhomeonline.
com

Bobby
“Buck” Jones

Thank you to the
friends and family of
the late Bobby “Buck”
Jones. Although he

grew up in Spearsville,
Bobby was a Farmer-
ville native. Bobby was
raised and loved by his
three lovely aunts. Two
of those aunts preced-
ed him in death, Mrs.
Arrina Charles and
Mrs. Edith Hill. His
aunt Flossie Hill is still
living. I want to thank
the Hill family for their
kindactsandIalsowant
to thank the Sisterhood
of Louisiana for their
kind acts through my
time of bereavement.
My sincerest thanks,
Joan Jones

Farrar Funeral Home

www.farrarfuneralhomeonline.com | (318) 368.3043
312 Smith Street | Farmerville, LA 71241

August 12

Yussy T Brown, 42,
410 Eastside Drive,
Farmerville, La, Fugi-
tive from Justice, Fugi-
tive from Justice

Jeremy C Winter,
43, , 518 Jack Bearid
Rd, Spearsville, La,
Distribution of Sch II,
Distribution of Sch II,
Illegal Poss. Of Stolen
Things

Broderick E Nute, 36,

412 Lockley St., Farmer-
ville, La, FTA Poss. of
Marijuana, Poss. Of
Firearm, Poss. Of Leg-
end Drug, Fail to Dim
Lights

Demarco M Banks,
33, 160 6th St, Bernice,
La, FTA Poss. Of Drug
Paraphernalia, FTA
Poss. Of Schl,

Ronald Lamond Wy-
att, 37, 707 Rodeo Circle

Farmerville,La, Con-
traband in Penal Insti-

tution Prohibited

Kyle Chase Rabalais,
25, 707 Rodeo Circle,
Farmerville, La, Con-
traband in Penal Insti-
tution Prohibited

August 13

Mark Bearden, 55,
1471 Stansberry Rd,
Farmerville, La, Ille-
gal Carry of Weapon

Adron Slade Dyess,
25, 202 W Boundary
St, Farmerville, La,

UNION PARISH ARRESTS

FTA Driving Under
Suspension

John Lanigan, 33,
499 Rock Rd, Dubach,
La, FTA for Driving
under Suspension,
Improper Lamps, Im-
proper child Restraint

Ben D Handcock,
33, 540 Bobbie Cox,
Downsville, La, Poss.
of Schl

Poss. of Schl1l, Poss.
of Drug Parapher-
nalia

August 14

Bryan Scott Aber-
crombie, 36, 2140 Stubbs
Vinson,Monroe, La, FTA
for DUI and Probation
Review

Johnny Ray Sikes, 50

211 Horne ST, West
Monroe, La, Poss. of Sch
II, Proper equipment
required on vehicle

August 15
Aubrey L Shipley, 34,

212 Elliott Rd, West Mon-
roe, La, Domestic Abuse
Battery Strangulation,
Domestic Abuse Battery
w/child endangerment,
Simple criminaldamage
toproperty, Fugitivefrom
Justice outside agency
Anthony Dewayne
Cooper, 42, 10908 Hwy
15Lot3,Downsville, La,
Fugitive from Justice
Farmerville, traffic,
Fugitive from Justice
Farmerville, traffic

Union

BAIL
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) 100 N. Washington St. | Farmerville,La 71241

318-368- 71010

TAYLOR continued from page 1

“I started out as a
grunt, worked my way
uptolinemanandretired
in 2001 as a service direc-
tor,” said Taylor.

Having secured em-
ployment and beginning
to settle into his new life,
something else captured
Taylor’s attention. Not
so much a something as
asomeone, a pretty Miss
Shirley Cates. Taylor
remembers seeing Cates
at the local Dairyetta.
“For me it was love at
first sight,” said Taylor,
“and while it took me
three years to get her, I
finallywonherover.” The
pair married in 1963 and
enjoyed 56 yearstogether
before her passing Janu-

ary 25 of this year. They
haveoneson, Kelly, whois
awonderfuland constant
companion to his father.

Having dedicated 43
Y% years to Claiborne
Electric, Taylor decided
it was time to retire. He
retired on a Friday and
on thefollowing Monday
went to then-sheriff Bob
Buckley and was hired
to work at TRIAD where
he served for over eight
years. Being a faithful
employee to one compa-
ny for over 43 years and
then goingrightback out
and finding another way
to serve the community
is legendary in its own
right. However, the most
amazing part of Taylor’s

SCHOOLS continued from page 1

story played outinacom-
pletely different arena.

While working for
Claiborne Electric, Tay-
lor decided he needed
to do more to help serve
his community. In 1976
he decided to run for al-
derman. Hisopponentin
thatracewasTiny Talley.
“Icameoutthewinnerin
that race, but I did hire
Tiny so we both won,”
Taylor said.

That one Alderman’s
raceled toalifelong com-
mitment from Taylor to
be a voice for the people
of Farmerville. “Farmer-
villemeanseverythingto
me. There are very good
people here in Farmer-
ville and the people of

Farmerville and Union
Parish are the loves of
my life,” Taylor said. He
proudly recalls being
instrumental along with
former mayors Carlton
White and Jerry Wil-
liamsingettingCon Agra
to locate here in Union
Parish.

“It was a tough road
for a while but we got it.
(former state legislator)
Mike Walsworth helped
and we also had (former
governor)BobbydJindal’s
help to keep it,” Taylor
said.

Throughout his 44
years serving his com-
munity as alderman,
Taylor has seen the
best of Farmerville and

Union Parish and he
has also seen the not-so-
goodtimes. “Farmerville
shouldbeathrivingplace
but we have failed to pro-
mote Lake D’Arbonne
likeweshould,” said Tay-
lor. Overall, Taylor has
nothing but praise and
fondness for his time on
the City Council. “I have
loved every minute of it.
Ithasbeen quite an expe-
rienceforanoldboyfrom
Truxno,” Taylorsaid. He
creditshissuccesstohow
he was brought up.

“I'm just like my dad-
dy. Inevermeetastranger
and I may not be very
smart but I have a lot
of common sense,” said
Taylor. He has served the

people of Farmerville
and Union Parish faith-
fully for over 44 years
and feels that now is the
time to allow new blood
and fresh ideas into the
council. Jerry Taylor is
a fixture of the Farmer-
ville government and
will be sorely missed.
“It is time for me to let
somebodyelsehaveago,”
said Taylor, “I want to go
out a winner.”

If you see Taylor
around town, make sure
tolethimknowhow very
much he is loved and
appreciated. After all, it
is not often that you get
to shake hands with and
expressappreciationtoa
real living legend.

Conversely, about
69 percent of private
schoolsare planningful-
ly face-to-face learning.
D’Arbonne Woods Char-
ter School is planning
to do five days a week
face-to-face learning
with 78 percent planning
to attend in person and

22 percent choosing the
virtual option.

The Department of
Education distributed
$316 million in CARES
Act funding to schools,
which could be used for
devices and internet
connectivity. The depart-
ment estimates 77 per-

centof studentshave one-
to-one access to a mobile
device for schoolwork
such as alaptop, while 75
percent have home inter-
netaccess, Brumleysaid,
meaning about a quarter
of studentsdon’thave in-
ternetaccess. Studentsin
UnionParish will receive

achrome book and every
effort has been made to
ensure internet access
for all students.

As of late last week,
27 of 69 public school
districts were holding
classes, he said. The ed-
ucation department has
laid out guidelines for

protecting public health
while holding classes
amid the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Union Parish
Schools will strictly ad-
here to all guidelines set
forth by the education
department.

“It’s easy to point fin-
gers and blame people,

buteveryonehasaheight-
ened sense of anxiety
rightnow,” Brumley said.
“Wejusthavetogiveeach
other grace and patience
as we work through this
together.” Union Parish
Schools and D’Arbonne
Woods will both begin on
September 8.
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Even fishermen
who don’t crappie fish
know that one of the
best times of the year
to catch big old slabs
is during the spring
spawn when the urge
to merge captivates the
attention of these tasty
fish and they move to
the shallows to spawn.

Most also know that
crappie tend to bunch
upindeep water in win-
ter and lots are caught
by anglers willing to
brave the elements.
However, what about
the blistering days of
July and August? Do
anglers seriously fish
for them while risking
heat stroke? You bet
your best Bobby Gar-
land Baby Shad Blue
Thunder jig they do.

Thadtheprivilege of
fishing with a crappie
expert, Bill Pettit, sev-
eral yearsagoandcame
away with a tackle box
full of valuable infor-
mation about summer-
time crappie fishing
from this dyed-in-the-
wool perch jerker.

I met Pettit on Ross
Barnette Reservoirjust
out of Jackson, Miss.,
where I was fishing as
aguestof the B&M Pole
Company. Pettit, a re-
tired postal employeein
Jackson, wasaveritable
walking encyclopedia
of crappie knowledge
and while we caught
fish,hesharedtidbitsof
lore that has helped me
over the years to know
a bit more about these
popular and sought-af-
ter fish. One thing that
stood out in my mind
was Pettit’s comments
about fishing for and
catching crappie in the
heat of summer.

“In spring, you can
find crappie on most
any lake in shallow

OUTDOORS WITH GLYNN HARRIS

Crappie bite is on in hot weather

- .
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Glynn Harris

Summertime crappie fishing can sometimes mean “spider rigging,” the use of several poles to find where the fish are staging.

water where spawning
takes place. Howev-
er,” Pettit noted, “once
hot weather gets here,
you can forget about
fishing for them in
skinny water. They're
going to be suspended
in deep water and it
takes some searching
to locate them. Once
you do, you can catch
one big old slab after
another, provided you
can stand the heat.
“Lotsof times,I'll get
so hot sitting out there
under the broiling sun
that I'll quit fishing
for awhile, crank my
big motor and tear out

across the lake at full
speed with one purpose
in mind, and that is to
cool off. After I cool
down a bit, I’ll go back
andstartcatchingcrap-
pie again.”

As Bill Pettit and
others attest, crappie
fishing can be down-
right super in summer,
provided you know
where tolocate thefish.
In general, once the
spawn is over and the
weather begins heat-
ing up, crappie head
for cooler water, which
is usually deep water.
Being school fish, once
you catch acrappiethis

time of year, chances
areexcellentthat plenty
moreare wherethatone
came from.

In big open water
bodies, such as rivers
and reservoirs like To-
ledo Bend and Ross
Barnette, crappie con-
gregateinornear chan-
nels. The moving water
willattract podsof shad
that the crappie will
follow for easy feeding
opportunities.

In most deeper lakes
in Louisiana, crappie
will gather around
structure that is locat-
ed next to deep water.
Drop-offs that lead to

deep water that has
structure near its edge
are prime target areas.

In the heat of sum-
mer, one of the most
productiveareastofind
the crappie stacked up
is around the deeper
piersandbridgepilings
that may dot the lake
you're fishing.

When fishing bridge
pilings, ithelpstoknow
where the bridge cross-
es the channel or the
bayou or river. The
pilingsnearestthedeep
channels are where
you’re more likely to
find the fish bunched
up because likely as

not, schools of shad
will have taken a liking
to the cooler depths as
well. When you find
shad,nomatterthetime
of year, you're likely to
find crappie as well.

Summer is here and
theheat ison. However,
if you follow this ex-
pert’sadvice and if you
can handle the hot sun
beating down on your
head, you stand a good
chance of bringingina
box of slabs.

Glynn Harris can be
reachedonlineviaemail
athominy@suddenlink.
net.

C-USA board announces plans for return to play

Gazette News Services

DALLAS-The Con-
ference USA Board
of Directors has ap-
proved the league’s
timeline and schedul-
ing format for football
competition for the
2020 season, as well
as operational proto-
cols forreturn to play.
The 2020 C-USA foot-
ball schedule contin-
ues to call for each of

the league’s teams
to play eight confer-
ence games on their
originally scheduled
dates. The first con-
ferencegameissched-
uled for September
12. Non-conference
games may be played
atthediscretion of the
individual schools,
with the ability to
play up to four non-
league contests. The
C-USA Championship
remains scheduled

IS5 A

for Dec. 5, with the
flexibility of possibly
moving later, depend-
ing on the need to po-
tentially reschedule
regular season games.
The Board approved
return to play safe-
ty measures for fall
sports and adopted

the NCAA Resocial-
ization of Collegiate
Sport: Developing
Standards for Prac-
tice and Competition
with required testing
standards for Confer-
ence USA schools and
the requirement that
opponents operate

by the same stan-
dards. The Board
also committed to
ensuring the ac-
countability of all
athletic programs
and affirmed their
commitment tofollow
and actively monitor
testing and safety pro-
tocols and accurately
report testingresults.
“lI am pleased with
the careful consider-
ation of our Board
regarding the health

and safety of our
student athletes as
well as their com-
mitment to account-
ability,” said Board
Chair Dr. Les Guice,
President, Louisi-
ana Tech University.
Additional game op-
erations adjustments
were also approved,
including strategical-
ly limiting access to
theplayingfieldinthe
interestof heightened
safety measures.

Sun Belt Conference football season update

Gazette News Services

NEW ORLEANS -
After extensive dis-
cussions and careful
deliberation among the
Sun Belt Conference
Presidents and Chan-
cellors, Athletics Di-
rectors, SBC COVID-19
Advisory Panel, medi-
cal advisors and other
governance groups, the
Sun Belt Conference an-
nouncedthatitsfootball
season will begin over
Labor Day weekend.

“Sun Belt member in-
stitutions have focused
since June on a safe
return to athletic ac-
tivities. We believe this
timetable will allow for
the healthy integration
of the entire campus
community for each
Sun Belt member,” said
a league spokesperson.
The 2020 Sun Belt Con-
ference football season
will be comprised of
an 8-conference game
schedule with an op-
tion for each member

to add as many as four
non-conference oppo-
nents, beginning with
Week Zero. The Sun
Belt will host a football
championship game on
December 5between the
East Division and West
Division champions.
If necessary, the date
of the championship
game may be adjusted.
“The Sun Belt Confer-
ence will continue to
monitor health trends
across our communi-
ties. Sun Belt Presi-

dents and Chancellors,
Athletics Directors,
the COVID-19 Advisory
Panel, and medical ad-
visors will continue to
review data to ensure a
safereturnto activities
and competition. Our
data review will cross
sevenstatesand12coun-
tiesand include, among
other things, infection
rates, hospitalization
rates, local health di-
rectives, advancements
in COVID-19testingand
campus, department

-\
N

SUN BELT

and team health trends.
We will continue to
provide updates on the

league’sactivitiesasthe
impact of the pandemic
continues to evolve.”
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Jean Baptist “Don
Juan” Filhiol,
soldier-adventurer

Jon McKinnie

Jean Baptist “Don
Juan” Filhiol is consid-
eredthe Founder of Fort
Miro, which became
Monroe Louisiana. Fil-
hiol was the typical
soldier-adventurer of
his time. The figure of
the commandantunder
the Spanish and French
regimes looms large in
the settlement of the
entire Ouachita Valley,
and his good name, in-
stinctive courtesy and
unbounded hospitality
have been preserved to
the present day.

The original form
of Filhiol’s given name
was “Jean Baptist Fil-
hiol.” The Spanish
title “Don Juan” was
acquired when he ac-
cepted the post of mil-
itary commandant of
the Ouachita country
assigned by Don Es-
tevan Miro, Governor
General of Louisiana
under Hispanic rule.

Filhiol was born at
Eyment, in Perigold,
department of Dar-
dongue, France, Sep-
tember 21, 1740. At the
age of 23, he left his
native France to seek
fame and fortune in the
New World beyond the
seas. Santo Domingo,
scene of the exploits
of so many bold ad-
venturers, was his first
objective. Apparently
this expedition was not
successful, so far as the
acquirement of wealth
was concerned, for after
sevenyearsheleft Santo
Domingo and went to
Philadelphia with the
intention of joiningthe
squadronof Countd’Es-
taingon its way back to
France after serving in
the American War of
Independence.

He arrived too late
to join the command,
and this circumstance
altered the whole fu-
ture course of his life.
Instead of returning
to France he decided
to take a ship for New
Orleans with a group
of high-spirited youths
who were lured by the
prospects of adven-
ture in Louisiana. He
reached New Orleans
in May, 1779, and in
August of that year on
the declaration of war
between England and
Spain, Filhiol took ser-
viceunder Galvezinthe
campaign against West
Florida.

It was this service
which earned him the
favor of KingCharlesX,
and in the year 1783 he
wasappointed acaptain
in the army and com-
mandant of the militia,
and assigned to duty
at the Poste d’Ouachi-
ta under instruction
from Governor Don
Estevan Miro. He was
given grants of land in
the new territory and
a commission to take
a company of soldiers
and settlers to north-
ern Louisiana. His
lieutenant in the new
enterprise was Joseph
de la Baume, who was
likewise given grants
of land in the virgin
wilderness.

Filhiol was now 43
years old. Romance of
a more tender quality
touched him while liv-
ingamongthepeople of
south Louisiana, as we

Filhiol

find him taking a bride
just before beginning
the long journey into
the far-flung forests of
the north.

His wife was a beau-
tiful young woman,
Francoise Poiret, a
member of aprominent
and wealthy family of
Opelousas. Filhiol had
met her at a country
ball following his re-
turn from the Florida
campaign. Enamored
by her loveliness, Fil-
hiol openly courted the
Opelousas beauty, who
wasthrilled with the at-
tentions of the French
officer. Even though
a newly-wed, she was
willing to share with
her soldier-husband
the rigors of an adven-
turous journey into an
unknown land.

They were married
at Opelousas March 12,
1782.

A year was spent in
the southern part of
Louisiana, preparing
for the journey north
andrecruitingtheforce
that would accompany
them. Accompanied by
his bride and his lieu-
tenant, de la Baume,
Filhiol began the long
arduous journey early
in 1783 into the wilder-
ness to the new outpost
of Spanish conquest.
The route was entirely
by water, a flotilla of
bateaux affording the
means of transporta-
tion.

It was a toilsome dif-
ficult journey, beset by
unknown hazards and
infinite possibilities of
danger from treacher-
ous watersandpossibly
hostile Indians. The
Company of experi-
enced soldiers, hardy
pioneers and coura-
geous women, led by an
intrepid commander,
was subject to tests of
endurance before final-
lyreachingtheir objec-
tive. Food was plentiful,
fresh supplies being
constantly available
from the wild game
and fowl with which
the country abounded.
The chief hardship was
thedifficult task of pro-
pelling the heavy boats
against the current of
the Ouachita River.

Commandant Filhi-
ol first established his
post at Ecore-a-Fabry,
now Camden, Ark. In
1785 he left that place,
turning downstream
and relocated in Port
d’Canoes (an Indian
trading post on the
OuachitaRiver). Favor-
ite crossing spots for
Indian trade with the
settlersatthe Ouachita
Post are three areas
called the “Prairies Des
Canots.” One spot is
located where the City
of Monroe now stands,
another above on the
river at Park and Riv-
erfront (the spot called
Forsythe Point today)
extending to the foot
of today’s Pine Street.

Thethird trading place
is below the city to the
foot of Layton Street.

There Filhiol estab-
lished Post d’Ouachita
and by February 15,
1791, had built Fort
Miro, named in honor
of the governor of
the territory, where
Monroe now stands.
The Spanish govern-
ment granted him the
land on both sides of
the river upon which
downtown Monroe is
now situated.

Etienne Repon, my
4th great grandfather,
born in Marseille,
France, traveled up
the Ouachita River
with Filhiol or arrived
very soon after. Repon
helped Filhiol establish
thePostd’Ouachitaand
build Fort Miro. Filhiol
and Repon were close
friends and Repon’s
step-daughter, Lucilla
“Lucy” LeBlanc Repon,
married Filhiol’s son,
Jean Joseph Filhiol
on Oct 21, 1822. Lucy
and her husband, Jean
Joseph, lived on the
Filhiol Plantation.

While acting as
commandant of the
then important Post
d’Ouachita, Filhiol re-
ceived many grants of
land asareward for his
civil and military ser-
vices from the Gover-
nor Miro, who was, by
Spanish colonial laws,
vested with full power
tomake grants of land,
and convey by such
grants the absolute, fee
simpletothelandsthus
granted. Filhiol was,
however,amost modest
and unselfishman, and
itissaidrefusedtheen-
tire territory between
Monroe and Columbia.

Commandant Filhi-
ol retained the office
of commandant until
1800, when he resigned
it into the hands of
Don Guillaume de la
Baume, captain of the
dragoonsinthemilitia,
whowasinhisturnsuc-
ceeded by Don Vincente
Fernandez Texeiro.

Filhiol’s descen-
dants, as well as the
many worthy citizens,
point with pride tohim
whofounded theirlove-
ly town, and watched
over the destinies of
the then infant settle-
ment, delight to dwell
upon his virtues, and
perpetuate, in un-
bounded praise, his
sacred memory.

Filhiol died on his
plantation, across
Ouachita River from
Ft Miro in Ouachita
Parish on September
28, 1821, at the age of
81. Over the years,
the cemetery fell into
disuse. Surrounding
homesused someof the
stonesaspaving. When
Filhiol Street (West
Monroe) was widened,
the remaining graves
(including Jean’s) were
dug into by the family
to move the bodies to
St. Matthew Catholic
Cemetery. All that was
found of Filhiol were
the coffinnails. Allthat
remains of Filhiol are
believed to be on Fil-
hiol Street, under the
I-20 Overpass in West
Monroe. A memorial
hasbeen placed at West
Monroe City Hall by the
Daughters of Ameri-
can Revolution.

Submitted photo

“Equine Elegance,” a painting by Ruston artist Hooshang Khorasani,
has been added to the permanent collection of the Union Museum of

History and Art.

Hooshang’s ‘Equine

Elegance’

added to

museum collection

Submitted Article

Union Museum of History of
Art in Farmerville is pleased
to announce that a painting by
Hooshang Khorasani of Ruston is
thefirst artwork tobe placed in its
permanent collection. The 36-by-
48-inch acrylic on canvas work,
“Equine Elegance,” was part of
themuseum’srecent “Forthe Love
of Horses” exhibit that kicked off
themuseum’snew,largerlocation
at 211 N. Main Street.

Jean Jones, vice chair of the
board of directors, said, “We are
truly honored to receive this mag-
nificent painting from an artist of
Hooshang’s caliber. It will hang
with honor in Union Museum
of History and Art not only as a
display of enormous talent but

also as an inspiration to budding
artists.” Historical items as well
aspaintingsarebeingaddedtothe
museum’s permanent collection.

In an effort to help the museum
in its fundraising efforts to pur-
chase the building it has moved
into, Hooshang is offering to con-
tinue donating to the museum 30
percent of any sales of his equine
paintings through the end of the
year. To review available work,
businesses and individuals can
contact him at hooshangstudio@
suddenlink.net or www.hooshang-
studio.com.

Hooshang’s paintings are also
included in the permanent collec-
tions of the American Saddlebred
Museum in Lexington, Kentucky;,
and Lake County Museum of Art
in Tavares, Florida.
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years
young?’

You’re at higher risk.

If you're 65 or older, you are at higher risk of getting very sick
from the coronavirus. You must take extra care of yourself.

Stay home if you can.

Wash hands frequently with scap and water for at least

20 seconds.

Avoid touching your face.

Disinfect frequently touched objects.

Wash up after being in public spaces.
Stay about six feet away from others.
If you're sick, stay home and away from others.

If you have symptoms of fever, dry cough and shortness
of breath, call your health care provider before going to

their office.

‘Wa are all at risk, and some more than others. In challenging times, the
choices you make are critical. And their impact is significant. Help slow

the spread of coronawvirus.

Visit Coronavirus.gov for the latest tips and information frem the CDC.

TOGETHER, WE CAN HELP SLOW THE SPREAD. m



http://www.hooshang-studio.com
http://www.hooshangstudio.com
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DER FOR THE BOARD
TO CONSIDER ANY
PROTEST.

DURING THIS PERIOD
THE POLICE JURY
WILLCONVENE FROM
TIME TO TIME IN THE
POLICE JURY MEET-
ING ROOM, TO HEAR
APPEALS IF THERE
BE ANY AND WILL
CONCLUDE ITS FINAL
HEARING AT 6:00 P.M.,
SEPTEMBER 8, 2020.
LANCE FUTCH, CLA
UNION PARISH AS-
SESSOR

West Sterlington Water
System, Inc.

dards for controlling the
levels of disinfectants
and DBPs in drinking
water, including trihalo-
methanes (THMs) and
haloacetic acid (HAAs).
Some people who drink
water containing THMs
in excess of the MCL
over many years may
experience problems
with their liver, kidneys,
or central nervous sys-
tem, and may have an
increased risk of getting
cancer.

In December 1998, EPA
setenforceable drinking
water standards for
TTHMs at 80 parts per
billion (ppb) and for

homes, schools, and
businesses). You can
do this by posting this
notice in a public place
or distributing copies by
hand or mail.

This is not an emergen-
cy. If it has been, you
would have been noti-
fied immediately. EPA
and the LDH do not
consider this violation
to have any serious
adverse health effects
on human health as
a result of short-term
exposure; however,
continued long-term
exposure to TTHMs
and HAAG5 levels above
the standard (e.g., 20

31 T21N R1E, RUN N.
727 FT.,W. 92 FT. FOR
P.O.B., RUN N. 95 FT.,
W.60 FT., S. 95 FT,, E.
60 FT. TO P.O.B. 262
101 432-46 479-182
590-173 618-196 662-
202, 204 804-107, 88
869-298 1428-073(OR-
DINANCE)

CALL THE

GAZETTE
TODAY!!
368-973

STUMP GRINDING REMOVAL

Free estimates call James Stewart
318-243-1009 or
318-768-2554

S5 Million Liabi

Base Camp Lease

LEASE YOUR LAND FOR HUNTING

Prepaid Annual Lease Payments
We Handle Everything For You!

www.basecampleasing.com
Promo Code: 164

lity Insurance

1-866-309-1507

offered by STEPPING STONE REALTY
as your Home or office or both @
8876 Bernice Hwy Farmerville, La. 71241
for details call

(318) 538-1168

FOR SALE

PINE KINDLING

Call 318-478-2558

APPLY TODAY!

Full Time RN - Night Shift
Full Time LPN - Night Shift

Fax a Resume to 318-285-7234
Call M-F 8AM- 4:30 PM
318-285-7740
for more information
Benefit Package Available

Hic

Rpaews Mamarial Sedicsl Contm

409 1st Street
Bernice, LA
318.285.9066
regvesmem Dn-ﬂl..fﬂl'l'l

UNION PARISH

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY
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8 p Law FIRM

Motor Co., Inc.
Serving Farmerville and
Union T’;lmh since 1933

318-368-3805
www.Preausford.com

206 South Main | Farmerville, LA 71241
preauwstord@acl.com

<>

212 Walnut Street
Suile 200

o) MAGNOLIA

Ricky MNarris

o Mozt firm

Life Insurance, Annuities, 401K
roflovers, Dvop acount rolfovers

Direct: (318) 654-8375
Cell: (318) 680-4707
Monroe, LA 71200 Fax: (318) 654-8360
rickynorrisg hnancdalguide.com
hitpayimagnoliawealtbhst micgies.com
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AV RATED BY MARTINDALE HUBBELL

120 EAGLE PoINT DRIVE
FARMERVILLE, LA 71241

318-387-9000

johnny.dollanathedolladawfirm com

heve
exclusivelouisianahomes.com

KELLERWII

Bevelyn Hunter
318-368-5725 Cell

lyn@kw.com

1390 Hudson Lane | Monroe, LA 71201
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Remove leaves, limbs, etc. BEFORE

they cause expensive repairs.
Abg; Pressure Wash Houses, Drivewa)s,
Parking Lots & Restnpe Parking Lats

Churches gel 10% off.
318-237-6099 Ask For Glen
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Law Office of

DAWN D. FRASIER, L.L.C.

Real Estate

15 YEARS EXPERIENCE

1007 North Service Rd E
Ruston, LA 71270

(318) 255-1387
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(H18)y 255-3339 (318} 397-3766

Estate Planning & Probate
Family Law
Criminal Defense Law

Farmerville 102 ailroad 55, Farmnervillie, LA
Renton: 307 Morth Trenlon 31, Ruston LA
Telephone: 318368 7000 | Facsimile: 318, 368.7015

ddfEdaswr fraskerlaw com
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BAIL
BONDS

100 N. Washington 5t
Farmerville,La 71241
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Farrar Funeral Home
wiww larrarfuneralhoimeonline cam

Richard B. Kilpatrick

P OuTDOORS

Funeral Directiar Monumen] S

ofhice
fax
cell

{318) 168
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ACREE'S BARBER SHOP

Owner - Josh Acree

(318) 348-2007

H o armvwvey, leave menage

Farmerville, LA

108 N. Washington S

Over 20 years experience
Licensed and insured

-!L

qﬁ%rﬂmz Pruitt

FRAREMIRVELLEL L&

318-620-0102

1012 5 Main Streect

Farmerville, LA 71241

Ml p RestauranT W B ToBacco
————

—_—
TERI® YAKI
[T Py —

Eat Fasi, Fresh, & Healthy with us!
1LY Eawt Kenhucky Sveraa | Fusion, Lounians
{318} 2540777
We Aocap? Tack Expreia

Kids Eat FREE Every Wednesday

Hanhng Conhng e

FARMERVILLE
DRUG CO.

208 Boots Drive

+  Farmerville, LA H-.k
Cowvensonl Drive 'I'Ilmngh Wimdow
Brian Aﬂ:ﬂl’l Begistered Pharmacist

(318) 368-9711
Prescription Dielivery | All Insurance Acocpiod
Casidles, Jewelry, Gifts

pCu UNTRY CLU_

180 Coumry Clubs Bl » I'.mnz'mlh'. LA

J18.368.2474

H

5.11

Mot just tactical wear. We also canry

everyday wear 1or men and women,
plus shoes, t-ahins, gift cards, and moe.

1813 East Kentucky Ave. | Ruston, LA

1010 Sterlington Highway
Farmerville, LA 71241
Office: 318.368.8686

~ Cell: 318.237. 18?5

H&R BLOCK

SMOKE ‘EM IF YOU GOT 'EM!

LEG3QDS
R -

W cairry m barge wanchy of Cigars, Fge Totacr, «
Wiige Jaicini, (M L il Snvm

7ar L Linperen

o it Yo Wil met dor i st
2000 Esat Kenlucky Ave, | Ruston, LA

Brick’s Towing
ook o1 200 o

Cell(318)245-3522
11195 Hwy 15 | Downsille, LA 71234

ASK ABOUT
OUR BUSINESS

& SERVICES
DIRECTORY
PACKAGE TODAY!

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES THAT ARE STILL OPEN DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC



http://www.basecampleasing.com

