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All For The Kids

AHS’ popular principal 
Dan Peterson ending 
career after 12 years at 
Aledo ISD
By Tony Eierdam
The Community News

Aledo High School 10-year 
principal Dan Peterson announced 
early this spring that he was retir-
ing after spending 35 years in 
education, which sent shock waves 
throughout the district.

Peterson came to Aledo ISD 
in 2008 as the new middle school 
principal. Two years later, he was 
promoted to the high school prin-
cipal position and spent the next 
decade at the secondary school.

“I was very upset when he 
called and told me he was retiring; 
very upset,” vice-principal Tessa 
Maurer said. “His shoes will be 
huge to fill.”

Peterson is a “hands on” admin-
istrator whose door is always open 
and his presence always felt. There 
was hardly ever a home athletics 
contest he missed and he is a big 
booster of all the AHS extracurric-
ular activities. 

In the last 10 years, Peterson 
was present at nearly every home 
event and was often traveling to 
watch teams in district play or the 
playoffs.

“I don’t think it took him very 
long to win everybody over at the 
high school,” Maurer said. “His 
personality and his work ethic, 
how he handles the staff and the 
kids, has always been what is best 
for Aledo ISD.”

In this time of his life, Peterson 
feels it is time to move on. His 
youngest daughter, Holly, a for-
mer Ladycats soccer player, will 
graduate from the University of 
Oklahoma in May. His son, Tarren, 
graduated from Georgetown 
University.

Dan and his wife Leslie have 
been married 30 years, meeting 
when Dan taught shop at Marcus 
High School in the 1985-86 school 
year.

That was Peterson’s first job 
after graduating with a B.S. in 
Education from the University of 

Nebraska. Peterson completed his 
Master in Education at Tarleton 
State University.

When asked what he will miss 
the most when leaving AHS, it 
was not a shock when he said “the 
kids.”

“I don’t know that there is any 
one highlight for me when I look 
back over the past 10, 12 years,” 
Peterson said. “But I would say 
it’s the incremental learning pro-
cess you see in a kid. Everybody 
talks about the light bulb going 
on — it’s when they hit their stride 
and they start to realize things are 
clicking for them now. 

“But now that I think about it 
I do have a personal highlight — 
having my daughter (Holly) walk 
across the stage at graduation. 
That’s a huge moment. To be able 
to give her a hug coming across 
the middle of the stage — you 
know, that was…awesome.”

Peterson said he knew as early 
as his junior year in high school 
that he wanted to become an edu-
cator. After being in teaching for 
11 years, he got into administra-
tion as an assistant principal at 
Crowley Middle School.

Influences
Peterson said the big influ-

ence on his life and why he chose 
teaching came at Omaha Bryan 
High School, where he graduated 
in 1980.

“My sophomore year in high 
school I had two teachers in my 
vocational classes that really 
had an impact on me,” he said. 
“I could tell I hit my niche. I’d 
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Aledo High School principal Dan Peterson directed rehearsal with students before the 2019 graduation.

Turn to PETERSON, page 3

“Dan is driven 
in all his deci-
sions by his 
high ethical 
standards. He 
always gives 
his very best 
and is a hard 
worker that 
demonstrates 
his dedication 
to serving 
others each 
day.”

Aledo ISD Assistant 
Superintendent Lynn 

McKinney

ALEDO ISD

Ansley named new 
Daniel Ninth Grade 
Campus principal

Carolyn Ansley, assis-
tant principal at Aledo 
High School, has been 
named as the new prin-
cipal at the Don Daniel 
Ninth Grade Campus.

Ansley served at AHS 
for nine years. She was 
recently honored as Aledo 
ISD’s Assistant Principal 
of the Year for the 2019-
2020 school year.

“I am so happy that Mrs. Ansley 
has agreed to take on this new leader-
ship role,” Aledo ISD Superintendent 
Dr. Susan Bohn said. “She is already 
an incredible asset to our Bearcat 
Leadership Team, and I am anxious 
to see the positive impact that she 
will have at the Daniel Ninth Grade 
Campus.”

Ansley has 12 years of leader-
ship experience and served as an 
assistant principal in the Burleson, 
Crowley, and Denton school dis-
tricts. She was a classroom teacher 
in three districts (Midway, Crowley, 
and White Settlement) and also 
served as an assessment specialist 
in Crowley.

“I am grateful for 
the opportunity to serve 
the students and staff of 
Don Daniel Ninth Grade 
Campus,” Ansley said. 
“First, I would like to say 
how very much I appre-
ciate all of the support 
and encouragement that 
I have received from my 
colleagues at Aledo High 
School. My nine years 

as Aledo High School assistant 
principal have made an indelible 
mark upon me and my family, and 
have prepared me for the leader-
ship opportunity I have accepted 
at Daniel Ninth. Second, I am both 
humbled and excited for the new 
adventures that lie ahead as we wel-
come our freshman to the start of a 
great high school journey.”

Ansley has a Master of 
Educational Administration from 
the University of Texas at Arlington 
and an undergraduate degree from 
Baylor. She replaces Angi Tims, 
who was named Aledo High School 
Principal last month. Both Ansley 
and Tims will finish the school year 
in their current roles.

Ansley
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The Aledo Colorguard performs at the 2019 state football championship at 
AT&T Stadium.

Aledo Colorguard 
recruiting for ‘20-’21

The Aledo High School 
Colorguard is looking for members 
to join next year’s team. Colorguard 
members have the opportunity to 
learn how to dance, spin a flag, and 
perform at football games and with 
the band at halftime.

No experience is required to 
sign up for Aledo’s award-winning 
program.

For a video presenta-
tion, visit https://bit.ly/
aledo-colorguard-video.

For a signup form, visit https://
bit.ly/colorguard-signup-aledo.

Time Flies
Publisher Randy Keck looks back at the last 
25 years of The Community News.
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Staying in Shape
UIL allows conditioning workouts to begin.
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Cut Short
Tony Eierdam analyzes the abbreviated 
soccer season.
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JENNIFER L. HARRIS, CPA, 
LLC

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-A • Aledo, Texas 76008
817-441-7757 • Fax 817-441-7739

www.jharriscpa.com

I-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331817-341-3331

3713 Fort Worth Hwy  Between Exits 415 and 414 
Hudson Oaks, TX  76087

www.I-20animalhospital.com

OPEN 24 HOURSOPEN 24 HOURS
DAILYDAILY

GENERAL PET WELLNESS 
HEALTH CARE
• INTERNAL MEDICINE
• SURGERY 

General and Advanced
• RADIOLOGY 

Digital including dental
• LASER THERAPY
• Computed Tomography 
              (CT scan)-NEW!                         

• EMERGENCY & CRITICAL 
CARE

• COMPLETE IN-HOUSE 
LABORATORY

• DENTAL CARE 
General and Advanced

• ULTRASONOGRAPHY
• ONCOLOGY
• ENDOSCOPY 

Office:  817-443-9747

Fax:  817-887-2271

Mobile:  254-592-8739

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008

ChristiJamesInsurance.com
Serving all your home, auto, business and life insurance needs.

CHRISTI  JAMES
BRANCH OWNER/AGENT

cjames@twfg.com

Independent agency serving all your home,  
auto, business and life insurance needs

NO MATTER YOUR NEED, 
WE HAVE YOU COVERED

CALL ME TODAY FOR  
A FREE QUOTE!

Office:  817-443-9747

Fax:  817-887-2271

Mobile:  254-592-8739

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008

ChristiJamesInsurance.com
Serving all your home, auto, business and life insurance needs.

CHRISTI  JAMES
BRANCH OWNER/AGENT

cjames@twfg.com

Office:  817-443-9747
Mobile: 254-592-8739
Email: cjames@twfg.com

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008

BRANCH OWNER

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com  •  817-441-8700  •  Aledo & Willow Park

Life insurance 
from a real-life 
person.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

Get life insurance that comes 
with someone local (me).  
I’m here to help you protect 
your family’s financial future. 
LET’S TALK TODAY.

1708148

Bobby J Rigues, Agent
411 FM 1187 N
Aledo, TX  76008

Bus: 817-441-9966
bobby@bobbyrigues.com

Rawley Receives $2,000 
Scholarship

Tri-County Electric 
Cooperative has award-
ed a $2,000 scholarship 
to Aledo High School 
senior Emma Rawley. 
The co-op awarded eight 
$4,000 scholarships and 
eight $2,000 scholarships 
to high school seniors 
whose parents or legal 
guardians are active co-op 
member-owners. 

Tri-County Electric 
Cooperative created the scholarship 
in 2019. The money that funds the 
co-op’s scholarship program comes 
from unclaimed capital credits that 
are returned by the State of Texas 
each year.

“This is the second year the co-op 
has provided $48,000 in scholar-
ships to students in our community,” 
said Darryl Schriver, Tri-County 
Electric Co-op general manager. “We 
are proud to help these 
students achieve their edu-
cational goals.”

Rawley, the daugh-
ter of Paul and Kristi 
Rawley, will attend Texas 
A&M University in the fall 
and major in Ecological 
Restoration.

DAR announces 
citizenship awards, 
scholarships

The Weatherford Chapter of 
the National Society of Daughters 
of the American Revolution 
has announced the annual Good 
Citizens and Scholarship winners 
from Parker County high schools. 
The DAR was unable to host their 
annual luncheon in honor of these 
students because of the COVID-19 
shutdown of schools and churches 
across the state. 

In spite of that the Good Citizens 
received a certificate, a Good Citizen 
pin, and a gift card in the mail. 
The Good Citizen Award recog-
nizes a graduating senior from 
each of the seven high schools in 
Parker County for their outstanding 
character, leadership, service, and 

patriotism demonstrated in their 
homes, schools and communities. 
Each student was selected by their 

high school to receive this 
honor. This year’s recipi-
ents were:

Reagan Peterson — 
Aledo High School

Kathryn Hall — Brock 
High School

Stephanie Shaw — 
Millsap High School

Emily Hand — Peaster 
High School

Megan Brock — 
Poolville High School

Curtis Terry — Springtown High 
School

Sydney Wolfenberger — 
Weatherford High School

The Weatherford DAR Chapter 
has been providing a scholarship 
for deserving students since 1924. 
Their scholarship committee chose 
three students from the applica-
tions received from the seven Parker 

County high schools. 
These students will be able 
to use the scholarship at 
Weatherford College to 
further their educational 
goals. The recipients were:

Breianna Parks — 
Aledo High School

MacKynlee McBride — 
Millsap High School

Abriela Bailey — 
Peaster High School

DAR is a women’s service organi-
zation with chapters in every state of 
the union and in many foreign coun-
tries. For membership, any woman 
18 years of age or older, regardless of 
race, religion or ethnicity, who can 
prove lineal descent from a patriot of 
the American Revolution, is eligible 
for membership. If you are interest-
ed in learning more about DAR go 
online to www.dar.org or contact the 
local Weatherford Chapter through 
a message on their Facebook page.

Zonta Club announces 
scholarships

The Zonta Club of Parker County 
has awarded scholarships to eight 
young women in Parker County who 

will pursue higher education studies 
in the Fall 2020 semester.

Scholarship recipients 
include Elizabeth Mederos from 
Weatherford College, who will attend 
the University of Texas at Arlington; 
Cara Speicher will continue her 
studies at the University of Texas at 
Arlington; Hannah Landenberger 
from Poolville High School, who 
will attend Western Texas College; 
Elaine Scott from Weatherford High 
School, who will attend Brigham 
Young University; Emily Hand 
from Peaster High Schoo,l who will 
attend Abilene Christian University; 
Maci Wisdom from Quail Springs 
Academy, who will attend Texas 
Tech University; Tatum Wright from 
Weatherford High School, who will 
attend Oklahoma State University; 
and Veronica Levrie, attending 
Weatherford Adult Education who 
will attend Weatherford College.

Zonta is an international orga-
nization of professionals whose 
mission is to empower women 
worldwide through service and 
advocacy. The local Zonta Club is 
involved in many service projects 
throughout Parker County.

An annual Status of Women 
Luncheon is normally sponsored 
by Zonta Club of Parker County 
at which scholarship recipients are 
honored. That luncheon was can-
celed due to COVID-19 this year. 
Despite the pandemic, fund-raising 
activities held earlier in the year and 
generous donations to the scholar-
ship fund enabled the club to award 
money to help very deserving women 
achieve their higher education goals. 
Donors included PlainsCapital 
Banks of Weatherford and Willow 
Park, Whites Funeral Home of 
Weatherford, and Weatherford 
College. Zonta club members who 
donated to the local scholarship 
fund were Amy Mercer, Dr. Arleen 
Atkins, Anita White, Tanya Hodges, 
and Christine Langston.

For more information, visit  
zontaparkercounty.org.

Milestones

Rawley

Parks

WEATHERFORD COLLEGE

Students receiving 
CARES Act grants            
Weatherford College is assist-

ing students in accessing CARES 
Act funding from the federal gov-
ernment in light of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The college has received $2.56 
million in Coronavirus Aid, Relief 
and Economic Security (CARES) 
Act funding to provide emergency 
grants to college students whose 
lives and educations have been dis-
rupted by the virus outbreak and 
to further assist the college in this 
challenging climate.

“Our Financial Aid Office is 
now actively distributing CARES 
Act grants in consultation with the 
U.S. Department of Education,” 
said Adam Finley, executive dean 
of student services. “Multiple offic-
es have worked collaboratively to 
make this aid available, and our 
students are now seeing the benefit 
of these funds.”

Students who were enrolled in 
face-to-face courses as of March 
13 are eligible to receive funding. 
Now that the Spring 2020 term 
is completed, students must also 
be enrolled in either Summer I 
or Summer II to receive CARES 
Act grants. Eligible applicants 
must also be U.S. citizens and high 
school graduates.

Grants of up to $1,000 are 
available to WC students who 
qualify and are usually sent via 
direct deposit to the student’s bank 
account. The funds are grants, not 
loans, and students are not expect-
ed to pay them back

Eligible students were sent 
an email with instructions to 
their WC email accounts.  For 
more information and a list of 
Frequently Asked Questions, visit 
www.wc.edu/CARES.

WILLOW PARK

Drive-through 
testing available at 

Texas Health
COVID-19 drive-through test-

ing is available in Willow Park from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. each Wednesday 
at Texas Health, 101 Crown Pointe 
Blvd. in Willow Park.

 A lab order from a physician is 

required for testing. Once you have 
a lab order, call 817-599-7661to 
schedule an appointment for a test. 
If you do not have a physician, call 
the same number to schedule a 
screening appointment.

http://www.jharriscpa.com
mailto:bobby@bobbyrigues.com
http://www.I-20animalhospital.com
mailto:cjames@twfg.com
http://www.dar.org
http://www.wc.edu/CARES
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HOPE IS HERE
SETTING A NEW STANDARD 

FOR ONCOLOGY CARE

Support services generously provided 
by the Careity Foundation 

FORT WORTH CENTRAL CAMPUS • FORT WORTH SOUTHWEST • ARLINGTON 
WEATHERFORD • BURLESON • GRANBURY • MINERAL WELLS • STEPHENVILLE

NICHOLAS YARROBINO, PA-C | DeETTE VASQUES, DO, FACOG, FACOOG, 
GYNECOLOGIC ONCOLOGY |BRENDA WARNER, NRCMA, |

CHERIE LINCOLN - SURGERY SCHEDULER | TONZA SIMON, NRCMA

WWW.THECENTERTX.COM
817.759.7000

always enjoyed working with wood 
and doing something with my hands 
and fixing stuff.

“My junior year, I had a teacher 
whose name was Bill Hornbacher; 
he took an interest in me and had 
a big impact on me because he just 
kind of let me really hit my stride. 
We made some huge projects and 
worked on bigger things to build 
— like roll-top desks and stuff we 
could sell for a fundraiser for the 
program. 

“He asked me if I had ever 
thought about becoming a teacher; 
he felt I worked well with others. 
I had thought about becoming an 
educator, but wasn’t sure what I 
wanted to do before that conversa-
tion, and when he said that I made 
my mind up to teach.

“Mr. Hornbacher was all about 
‘I love to teach. I’m all about kids. I 
want to help people get better and 
have some influence on them’ and 
that had a big influence on me.”

Peterson came to Texas to teach 
simply because that is where he was 
first offered a job. He said he wanted 
to find an opening in a big metro-
politan area like Dallas/Fort Worth. 
He came to Texas and filled out 
applications and had some inter-
views, including Lewisville ISD. He 
said he had sent applications to 
Georgia, Florida, Kansas, Missouri, 
and California.

“I literally applied all over the 
country,” he said. “But when it got 
to July I hadn’t heard anything yet, 
and I was thinking I was not going 
to get a job. I had applied in College 
Station, Bryan, Dallas, Lewisville, 
and Fort Worth and put in applica-
tions and had some interviews.

“And I finally got a call in July 
from Lewisville (ISD); they had an 
opening at Marcus High School and 
said they remembered that they 

interviewed me. They offered me 
the job on the spot and said, ‘We’d 
love to have you come down’ so I 
literally accepted the position over 
the phone.”

From there, Peterson’s work his-
tory before Aledo ISD included six 
years at Lewisville ISD followed by 
18 years at Crowley ISD where he 
was a middle school assistant prin-
cipal, a ninth grade center principal 
at both Crowley High School and 
North Crowley High School, and 
a middle school principal before 
working two years in Crowley ISD 
Central Administration.

After teaching industrial arts 
and general plastics at Marcus High 
School for two years, Peterson was 

switched to Dekay Middle School in 
the district to teach. He said at that 
time he was not looking at a promo-
tion to administration.

“When I was a teacher I abso-
lutely loved to work with middle 
school kids,” Peterson recalled. 
“So that was a great transition for 
me because I was a little bit older 
than them and it helped me with 
the classroom management as I’m 
learning my trade a little bit better 
and working on relationships and 
communication with parents and 
all those things that make you an 
excellent teacher, and I was learning 
more about lesson plans and all that 

kind of stuff.”

Communicating Confidence

Peterson recalled there was a 
moment early in his career that 
gave him confidence he could not 
only flourish in his job, but pos-
sibly take it to a higher level. It 
was Peterson’s communication skills 
that impressed a school counselor 
when Peterson was dealing with one 
of his students.

“There was a situation going on 
with a young man and was he was 
struggling a little bit,” Peterson said. 
“He was a sophomore and he was 
not making good choices a lot of the 
time. And he had done something 
in my class, but I hadn’t written 
him up, but she (the counselor) had 

come by to talk to him and pulled 
him out in the hall. 

“We had a conversation, and later 
on she caught me and said, ‘You 
really did well in that dialogue…you 
worked well with that young man in 
that situation; I really appreciate the 
way you had that dialogue with him.

“She saw something in me that I 
had a connection with kids, and her 
compliment meant a lot.” 

It was in that environment 
where Peterson’s skills as a com-
municator began to flourish. Aledo 
ISD Deputy Superintendent Lynn 
McKinney feels that is one of his 
better qualities.

PETERSON
from page one

LEFT: Aledo High School principal Dan Peterson is shown with his daughter, Holly, at Homecoming ceremonies. | RIGHT: At Aledo High School’s last ath-
letic event before the coronavirus shutdown, principal Dan Peterson, left, is chatting with Ladycats head track coach Mike Pinkerton during the Bearcat 
Relays. In his 10 years as AHS principal, Peterson has been a fixture at most every AHS extracurricular activity.

Turn to PETERSON, page 5
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Divorce, Custody, Collaborative Law, 
Adoption, Mediation, Assisted Reproduction, 

Wills, White Collar Crime, Government Investigations

401 Pitchfork  Trail, Suite 705, Willow Park, Texas 76087
Telephone: 817.548.5643  Fax: 817.719.9408

Gaydosduffer.com

Lauren Gaydos Duffer  |  Larry Gaydos  |  Brooke M. Wilson  |  Courtney Harbaugh Walker

Thousands of Lifelong Customers.

With the same name and number since 1973, Billy Harris Roofing is here before, during and after the Texas 
storms. Billy Harris Roofing has had the same crews since 1992 which has paved the way to 10 consecutive 

Angie’s List Super Service Awards since 2006. Billy Harris Roofing prides itself on quality... not quantity! 
Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why thousands of life-long customers 

have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing • 817-249-3338 • www.billyharris-roofi ng.com

817-249-3338 Same Crews Since 1992

Same Name & Number Since 1973
Previous Awards 
from 2006 to 2015

215 Mesquite St. * Aledo, Texas 76008* 817-378-4423

*Livestock Feed
*Pet Food
*Bagged Fertilizer
*Salt Products
*Deer Feeders

Monday - Friday 
8:00am to 5:30pm 

Saturday  
8:00am to 12:30pm 

Mike Tandy
Owner

In Business Since 1996

TANDY 
METAL BUILDINGS & 

FENCING

Mobile: 817.925.5843

Weld up • Bolt up • Horse Barns  • Welding
Custom Pipe Fencing • Fencing • Metal Homes

www.tandymetalbuildings.com

709 N FM 1187, Suite 800, Aledo
817-732-7665 · 817-441-8100

www.fortworthcustompools.org
fortworthcustompools@msn.com

Kim Hanlon
Escrow officEr

officE: 817.441.5423
cEll: 817.825.3520
fax: 817.441.5639
E-mail: KHanlon@asrkfgroup.com

“You’ll appreciate the difference.”

Kim Hanlon
Escrow officEr

officE: 817.441.5423
cEll: 817.825.3520
fax: 817.441.5639
E-mail: KHanlon@asrkfgroup.com

“You’ll appreciate the difference.”

Fidelity National Title®

Office: 
Fax:

817.441.5423
817.585.4815

1604 8th Ave • Fort Worth, TX 76104
You’ll appreciate the difference.

Escrow officEr

khanlon@fidelity8thavenue.com

Kim Hanlon

Vanity Tops                                           Tubs 
Whirlpool Tubs                         Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE
2927 Greenlee Park Trail

Weatherford, Texas 76088

  817-341-8970
Natural Granite  •  Solid Surface  •  Silestone

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
SERVICE AND REPAIR • LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

817-441-8633
• • NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS • •

817-443-9733
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR
LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

• COMPOSITION SHINGLES
• WOOD SHINGLES
• NEW ROOFS • REROOFS
• REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 • mobile (817) 996-2726

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

Free 

Estim
ates

KIMBERLY MEYER, ABR, CRS, GRI
REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347
kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com
4500 Hartwood Dr, Fort Worth, TX 76109-1840
www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer
Global Luxury Specialist

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Operated by a subsidary 
of NRT, LLC

5 Inch & 6 Inch Gutters • Residential & Commercial 
Free Estimates • New & Repair

ROSS GUTTERS
In Business Since 1995

Office: 817-565-4658 Hearing
Care Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702
Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
CHAPPELL

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry 
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 817-504-7662817-504-7662

24-Hour Access · Immediate Move-in · Boat & RV parking - $4524-Hour Access · Immediate Move-in · Boat & RV parking - $45
Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)

Time for Spring Cleaning! 
We have lots of room for your 

stuff!

1187 MINI STORAGE1187 MINI STORAGE

Jim Martin
REALTOR®

Owner – MartinLandSales.com

5600 E. I-20 Service Rd S
Willow Park, TX 76008

Ofc:  817.441.2102
Fax:  817.441.2511

Cell:  817.538.6846
Jim@MartinLandSales.com

RailheadRealty.com  

COVERAGE FOR ALL THE
THINGS YOU CARE FOR
Norman Gough
Cell: 817-332-9825
8253 Camp Bowie West Blvd
Fort Worth, TX 76116
ngough@farmersagent.com

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor 

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100  
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“Dan works to get to know his 
students,” McKinney said. “He 
truly cares about them and wants 
what is best for each individual 
student. It is obvious when you 
see Dan with the students that 
he has a true respect and love for 
his kids; he enjoys spending time 
with them and attending all the 
high school events.

“Dan is driven in all his 
decisions by his high ethical stan-
dards. He always gives his very 
best and is a hard worker that 
demonstrates his dedication to 
serving others each day.”

Aledo High School Learning 
Center principal Cheryl Jones 
calls Peterson a “servant leader.”

“Everything that he does on 
a daily basis is done for the stu-
dent body and staff at AHS,” 
Jones said. “He knows his kids 
by name. He goes to their events 
and makes himself available to 
students, staff, and parents. Some 
qualities that come to mind are: 
kind, caring, fair, resourceful, 
patient, loyal, and fun!

“I believe one of the reasons 
that AHS has been so successful 
in academics and extra-curric-
ular actives is because of Mr. 
Peterson. He makes sure teach-
ers and students have what they 
need to be successful. He follows 
through with his commitments 
to the students…he has shaved 
the “A” into the back of his head 
and colored it. If that doesn’t 
scream school spirit and student 
support…I don’t know what does.

“You don’t get a nickname 
like ‘Dan the Man’ without being 
a super-involved principal. He 
really knows his staff and his 
students. He works for them. 
If you walk into AHS, you will 
see him out and about interact-
ing with students and building 
relationships.”

School Spirit
School spirit and caring for 

the students is his top quality, 
according to Aledo ISD Athletic 

Director Steve Wood, who has 
spent more than two decades 
teaching, coaching, and as an 
administrator in Aledo.

“Dan is a genuine guy who 
truly cares about our kids,” Wood 
said. “He is such a great support-
er of all of our kids. He is visible 
— he is in the hallways, the caf-
eteria, he’s at all of the contests 
— and all the kids know him. 

“He is the biggest advocate 
of our children that I have ever 
worked under. He is as good as 
there is. I would hate to have 
to hire his replacement, and I 
would hate to have to try and fol-
low him. He is a unique guy. He 
is the best principal I have ever 
worked under.”

Bearcats head football coach 
Tim Buchanan has worked 
for several principals before 
Peterson. He said he knew right 
away that Peterson was a special 
guy. Buchanan shared a story 
that made him feel that way.

“On his first day as the high 
school principal,” Buchanan 
recalled, “we were at lunch and 
one of the trash cans overflowed 
— like it always gets on the first 
day of school — and the custodi-
ans were running behind. 

“Mr. Peterson saw the trash 
can, and he goes over to the trash 
can and takes the overflowing 
trash out of the trash can, ties up 
the bag and then puts a new bag 
in the trash can. We hadn’t seen 
anything like that from a princi-
pal in a long time. 

“In other words, he showed 
us he was not afraid to get his 
hands dirty. Every decision he 
made and makes as a principal 
was kids first. He did what was 
best for kids. Mr. Peterson knows 
every kid in the high school, and 
if they had a problem, he knew 
how to help them solve their 
problem. 

“You couldn’t go to an event 
whether it be athletics, band, 
choir, one-act play, ag; it didn’t 
matter where it was, it seemed 
Mr. Peterson was there. We are 
going to miss him, dearly.”

Maurer echoed Buchanan’s 
thoughts.

“Dan was a principal when 
I was a teacher before I became 
an administrator,” Maurer said. 
“His leadership, his enthusiasm, 
and his overall care for the kids 
and what is best for the kids is 
his No. 1 priority; what’s best for 
the kids. 

“When Dan was named high 
school principal I was not wor-
ried at all because he was an 
administrator down at the mid-
dle school, and my son was at 
the middle school when Dan was 
the principal there and he was 
wonderful. 

“Being in the Air Force I had 
a lot of great commanders, but 
nobody could compare to Dan 
Peterson.”

McKinney said Peterson’s 
ability helped the teachers learn 
and grow on the job.

“Dan is truly a life-long learn-
er, modeling for all of us that 
each new day brings the oppor-
tunity to grow and learn and get 
better at your job,” she said. “He 
has incredible patience and is 
calm, no matter the situation.  

“Most of all he has such an 
incredible heart, the love he 
shares with others through his 
many acts of kindness models 
for all of us the way we should 
behave every day.”

Traits of a Teacher
Peterson feels being a good 

teacher is more than just hav-
ing superior knowledge of the 
material.

“There are so many things 
that teachers have to do to have 
an impact with kids,” he said. 
“They need to be great at their 
curriculum. There’s no doubt 
about that. I mean, subject mat-
ter is important, but it’s all about 
connections with kids, it’s build-
ing a rapport with them. 

“It’s having them know that 
you’re there. For instance, that 
may mean that a student is in 
trouble with me because that 
student hasn’t turned in assign-
ments and I’m calling home to 
talk to the student’s parents. 

“(And I tell the student) ‘you 
need to get your act together 
because you’ve missed three days 
and you’re not worried about 
your makeup work,’ or, ‘you’re 
slipping where I know you have 
more potential than that.’

“But it’s that connection, and 
them knowing that you’re there 
for them. Not that you’re their 
best friend, not that you’re their 
buddy, that kind of stuff, but that 
you genuinely care about them. 

“You’re interested in them 
outside of school: Where do they 
work? What are they doing with 
their free time? What teams do 
they love? What sports are they 
into and what activities do they 
like? Are they in to motorcycles? 
Are they into rodeo? You want 
them to know that you genuinely 
care about them.”

As Peterson looks back at his 
years in education, he said he 
had several people he calls men-
tors that helped him along his 
career path. One of those was Dan 
Manning, a former Aledo ISD 
superintendent, who he met while 
both were working at H.F. Stevens 
Middle School in Crowley ISD.

“Dan Manning talked me into 
going back to an administration 
position,” Peterson said. “He was 
a great mentor to me, and I had 
a few more. David Walker was 
another one and (the late) Don 
Daniel, those were the three peo-
ple that had a huge influence on 
me.

“There were others that had a 
big influence on me, Mrs. Lee Ann 
Pyeatt at Crowley, was another, 
and Lynn McKinney, here. Those 
are five people that had a huge 
influence on me. But when I was 
a new administrator, those are 
the three guys (Manning, Walker, 
Daniel) who really kind of took 
me under their wing.”

Perhaps McKinney said it best 
when asked for a final thought 
concerning Peterson.                                   

“Dan,” she said, “will be great-
ly missed; by his students, the 
Bearcat school family, and this 
community. He has touched 
many, many lives in such a pos-
itive way.”

PETERSON
from page three

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo High School principal Dan Peterson 
speaks during the 2019 graduation. Peterson is 
retiring after 12 years of administrative service 
at Aledo ISD, including the last 10 years as high 
school principal.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Christopher Aguilar gets a hug and a handshake 
at the 2019 graduation.

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo High School principal Dan Peterson 
takes a family photo on the AT&T Stadium field. 
Shown with Dan (from left) are daughter Holly, 
son Tarren, and wife Leslie.
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Gov. Greg Abbott on May 18 
allowed restaurants to increase 
occupancy to 50 percent and 
relaxed his earlier executive orders 
that limited certain other public 
activities over the last two months 
to reduce the spread of COVID-19.

Reopenings, Abbott said, must 
adhere to restricted occupan-
cy levels and minimum standard 
health protocols laid out by the 
Texas Department of State Health 
Services.

Notably, public schools have 
the option to provide in-person 
summer school so long as they fol-
low social distancing practices and 
health protocols laid out by the 
state health department. Classes 
may begin as soon as June 1.

“I ask all Texans to continue 
heeding the guidance of our state 
and federal medical experts and do 
their part to protect public health. 
If we all unite in our resolve, we 
will overcome this challenge,” 
Abbott said.

The full list of guidelines, open-
ings and relevant dates is available 
at gov.texas.gov/opentexas.

Certain counties where there 
are surges in COVID-19 cases will 
have their beginning date of Phase 
II delayed until May 29. Those 
Amarillo-area and other  coun-
ties where a spike in cases has 
been confirmed include El Paso, 
Randall, Potter, Moore and Deaf 
Smith. Governor’s Surge Response 
Teams are at work in those 
Panhandle counties to increase 
testing, maintain hospital capacity 
and ensure that COVID-19 is con-
tained and mitigated.

Cumulative figures posted on 
May 21 by the Texas Department of 
State Health Services showed that 
some 52,268 people in Texas had 
been diagnosed with COVID-19 and 
1,440 deaths resulting from the virus 
pandemic had been confirmed.

Budget cuts ordered
Gov. Abbott, Lt. Gov. Dan 

Patrick, and House Speaker Dennis 
Bonnen on May 20 sent a letter to 
state agencies and institutions of 
higher education directing each 
of them to submit a plan identi-
fying savings to reduce general 
revenue-related appropriations by 
5 percent for the 2020-2021 two-
year budget cycle.

The three highest-ranking 
state officials urge agencies and 

institutions of higher education to 
pursue cost-saving strategies that 
will not affect the state’s response 
to COVID-19, such as forgoing 
capital expenditures that can be 
deferred, avoidable travel expendi-
tures and administrative expenses 
that are not mission critical, and 
keeping unfilled any open posi-
tions that are not essential to 
Texas’ COVID-19 response.

According to the letter, certain 
agencies and activities are exempt-
ed from the directive “given the 
importance of the state’s response 
to COVID-19 and the continuity of 
critical government functions.”

TSTA: It’s too early
The Texas State Teachers 

Association, in a May 20 news 
release, said June 1 is too early to 
reopen school buildings for sum-
mer school classes and demanded 
that the state and local school dis-
tricts agree to enforce a detailed 
list of safety requirements for 
school campuses before reopening 
buildings to students and school 
employees.

“With the COVID-19 pan-
demic continuing to rage across 
Texas, the health and safety of 
students, educators and our com-
munities need to remain our first 
priority,” said TSTA President 
Noel Candelaria. “The pandemic 
has struck in the vast majority of 
Texas’ 254 counties and more than 
1,200 new cases were reported 
yesterday. Fourteen people died of 
COVID-19 in Dallas County alone, 
a daily high for Dallas.”

Candelaria said TSTA is 
demanding adequate supplies of 
protective gear for everyone in 
every school workplace, steps that 
must be taken to enforce social 
distancing and sanitation prac-
tices and strong enforcement. 
“Half-hearted enforcement will 
endanger students and educators, 
and our members will not stand 
for it on their campuses,” said 
Candelaria.

Child care funding is cut
The Texas Workforce Commission 

on May 19 announced the phase-
out of a $200 million emergency 
program to subsidize child care for 
Texas’ essential workers. 

Subsidies were put in place to 
assist both essential workers and 
child care centers during limited 
enrollment. With Texas reopening, 
essential workers who are already 
on the subsidized plan will continue 
to receive child care for the three-
month period they were initially 
approved for under the program.

Effective June 1, the Texas 
Workforce Commission will rein-
state the requirement for parents 
receiving financial assistance to 
pay for a portion of their costs.

Capital Highlights

State of Texas 
enters second phase 

of reopening plan

Ed Sterling
edsterling@texaspress.com

As I write this it has been 25 
years and two days since I became 
the owner of The Community News. 
That’s roughly 1,300 weekly issues.

We had planned to have a cele-
bration, and we will when it is safe. 
But it would be a conceit to say that 
the celebration would be for 25 years 
of my ownership. It’s more than that.

If you notice at the lower left-
hand corner of the front page, it 
will indicate that this is volume 
30. About five years before I took 
the reins, Eldon Norris started this 
newspaper in Aledo. When Eldon 
sold the paper to a new owner, it was 
moved to Weatherford.

I was in no way flush when I made 
the purchase — my mom loaned me 
$5,000 and I used $3,500 to make 
the down payment, leaving $1,500 
in operating capital.

That aside, I felt the first order 
of business should be to design a 
new masthead, which I did, and 
it contained a tagline to the effect 
of “Covering Aledo, Willow Park, 
Hudson Oaks, the Annettas, and 
Weatherford.”

I printed out the masthead and 
went to visit my attorney, Gary 
Jordan, at his office on the square in 
Weatherford. When I showed him 
the masthead design, he looked at me 
and said, “I would take Weatherford 
off of there. They already have a 
paper.”

Gary’s advice was that I should 
focus my effort and attention to the 
eastern portion of Parker County.

Gary has never given me bad 
advice, so I took it to heart, and 
before long The Community News 
had a new home in an office build-
ing, owned by Victor Lyons at the 
time, on FM 1187. What I had was 
basically a third of what is now 
the Bobby Rigues State Farm office, 
and the $238 rent was (barely) 
affordable.

So when we have our 25th 
anniversary celebration, it will be 
a personal 25 years for me and, 
more importantly, a celebration of 
The Community News coming back 
home to east Parker County.

It has been an eventful 25 years. 
I was green as grass when I started, 
but quickly found Bob Buckel in 
Azle, who was as good a newspaper 
person as you could want to learn 
from, and he got plenty of phone 
calls from me.

Jerry Tidwell at the Hood County 
News was also a big help, as was 
Roy Eaton at the Wise County 
Messenger.

There is nothing like being in 
proximity to three of the best news-
paper publishers you could imaging 
when you don’t now what you are 
doing!

What I did now was that I want-
ed a newspaper like the one I had 
in high school in Iowa Park, Texas. 
Bob and Dolores Hamilton pub-
lished the Iowa Park Leader, and 
Bob was everywhere. For some rea-
son, if I had a good basketball game, 
it meant more than normal for me to 
hear Bob tell me “good game” when 
we went into the locker room.

A year or two after we got rolling 
in Aledo, a commercial structure 
came on the market that was priced 
right. It needed a LOT of work, but 
I felt that if I could swing getting 
the building, it would make a good 
home to the paper.

An individual financed the pur-
chase of the building for me, and we 
went to work.

Christopher Amos taught me 
how to frame, and the two of us did 
the interior walls. My nephew, Scott, 
spent his summer helping us hang 
sheetrock. My cousin, Glenn Weeks, 
came and put down ceramic tile 
in the restroom. Freddy Detherage 
brought some kitchen countertops 
he had on hand, and we put them 
across filing cabinets to make desks.

If you are getting the idea that 
this was a low-budget operation, 
you would be right. The building 
had to be re-wired and re-plumbed. 
I remember writing a column at the 
time about the fact that the only 
thing in the building that worked 
the way it was supposed to when 
I got it was the toilet, and we had 
to replace it because it didn’t meet 
ADA requirements.

On the outside of the building 
there were some trees that had been 
allowed to grow up adjacent to it on 
the outside. One day I took the saw, 
the shovel, and a hatchet and decid-
ed I would remove them. I wanted 
to get the roots out, too, so we could 
plant some shrubs.

The more I worked, the harder it 
became to dislodge those trees. They 
weren’t that big, but they clung tena-
ciously to the soil adjacent to that 
building. I dug, I sawed, I chopped, 
seemingly for days before I had 
finally cleared the trees from the 
building.

From that location, and from 
three others that have followed, the 
paper has grown.

In the early years the paper grew 
exponentially. I knew that wouldn’t 
last unless our goal was to take over 
the world, which it was not. Our 
mission was very simple: to produce 
the best quality newspaper possi-
ble for the residents of east Parker 
County.

Along the way we faced exis-
tential threats from time to time. I 
almost lost the business in the two 
years following 9-11. We had a lot of 
large advertisers, and a lot of them 
dropped out in the aftermath of the 
terrorist attacks.

Competition also caused some 
worries along the way. I don’t mind 
saying now that there were times 
when it was clear that the objec-
tive of our competition was to put 
us out of business. Small business 
deals with predatory competition 

from large corporate competitors all 
the time.

In our case they at first put 
on a full-court press, hiring more 
reporters than we could afford to 
cover all the same stuff we were 
covering. They did heavy, heavy 
telemarketing. (You may notice you 
have never received a telemarketing 
subscription call from us). Later, 
they attempted to poach our largest 
advertisers, offering them advertis-
ing way below cost if they would 
switch out of our newspaper.

When none of that worked, they 
started a free paper in the market.

I’m not sharing any of that to 
complain. Im sharing it to say “thank 
you.”

You see, the reason we have sur-
vived, and the reason we are still 
here, is because of you and your loy-
alty to this publication.

Our simple mission statement 
was our way of proclaiming our loy-
alty to this community, and we hope 
we have been true to that calling.

But your loyalty to us has been 
amazing.

I hear people all the time who tell 
me “you are the only publication I 
advertise in.”

I hear people all the time tell me 
“you are the only newspaper I read.”

That touches me deeply, not 
because we want or expect to be any-
one’s exclusive advertising venue or 
news source. It touches me because 
it says you believe in us.

Like those trees I talked about, 
our roots go deep in this communi-
ty. They’re not just our roots — they 
are yours, and it’s going to take a lot 
more that a pandemic or predatory 
competitors to dig that up.

We realize that we have better 
weeks than others (who doesn’t?). 
We’ve received a lot of recognition 
over the years, but we try to stick 
with Troy Aikman’s observation that 
“they don’t care if you won the Super 
Bowl last year, what do you have this 
week?”

All of this is to simply tell you 
that there is no adequate way to say 
a big enough “thank you.” I’m not 
sure if I’ll still be doing this in 25 
years (that would make me 88) but I 
can’t imagine not doing it.

And a special thank you to those 
people (you know who you are) who 
have gone so far above and beyond 
with your support to help us hang 
on when we couldn’t have done so 
otherwise.

It has not always been easy. In 
fact, it hasn’t usually been easy. But 
it has been immensely satisfying. 
Every week when we send those files 
to the printer, as I am about to do, 
there is a mini elation that “wow, we 
did it one more time.”

So stay safe, stay well, and stay 
tuned. There’s going to be a big 
party, and you are invited!

Randy Keck is the owner and pub-
lisher of The Community News. He 
is a past president of the Texas Press 
Association and a board member of the 
National Newspaper Association. 

Slings&Arrows

Wow — it’s been 25 years!

Randy Keck
rkeck@community-news.com
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Weston Adams D`Anjelah Allen Rachael Allen Victoria Allen Atlee Anderson Kevin Andringa Matthew Antonakes Jaden Ard Jake Ashabraner

Kent Atonio Meagan Avery Alize Ayala Megan Ayers Dean Bagwell Logan Bailey Camryn Barnett Jesus Barrientos Destiny Barron

Carson Barry Connor Beauford Ethan Bechtel Chase Becker Dylan Becker Walker Beddingfield Kylie Belt Garrison Berkley Anna Berman

Brooklyn Bierle Samuel Bierle Eva Binger Amber Birdwell Jake Bishop Ashley Bomhoff Maggie Bone Preston Bowlin Thomas Breaux

Melody Brewer Larissa Britz Hannah Brooks Caela Brower Callie Brown Hadley Bruno Colton Bryan Emily Bundy Gracie Burkhart

Steven Burns Merritt Bush Tori Buzbee Clayton Byrd Jason Byrne Ania Cadena Chase Canales Alivia Cannon Natalie Casey

Ryan Cazares Jordan Chapin Bonnie Chappell Nathan Claffy Riley Clarke Benjamin Clements Savanna Coble Matthew Coburn Sadie Cohen

Carson Collins Stephanie Conchas Zachary Conley Abigail Connelly Blake Cook Mollie Coomer Hope Cooper Clare Copeland Eva Cordell

Preston Coughlin Molly Covington Mckenzie Cox Rylie Cox Clayton Crawford Caether Crutsinger Abigale Cunningham Emma Cutaia Alayna D`Avino

Trevor Daniels Emma Dansie Matthew Davi Baylor Davis Holden Davis Joseph Davis Riley Davis Matthew De Los Santos Bryson Dean

Jacob Decasas Dawsen Deller Ben Denman Austin Denney Hanna Diaz Reid Dietrich Chloe Dodson Hannah Dodson Chloe Dotter

Delaney Ducote Davis Duncan Timothy Dupont Madelynn Duran Anthony Edwards Landry Edwards Daleigh Ellison Laine Elston Jordan Everts

The Aledo High School Class of 2020
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Faith Farmer Hannah Farmer Richard Farmer Morgan Faulkner Ainsley Fibiger Nathen Fingar Karli Fisher Audrey Fox Jaydlyn Frank

Brett Frazier Zachary Frazier Ryan Freese John Furlow Alexander Gantt Marissa Garcia Alaina Gardner Kylie Gargiulo Trevor Garrison

Chloe Gatch Madeline Gavin Madelynn Gilbert Hannah Glover Allison Goff Cooper Goggans Amy Gonzalez Kaya Gonzalez Garrett Gooden

Ryan Goodenough Alexis Gordon Madeleine Gould Bryson Graf Stephen Grammer Alexandra Grooms Victoria Guess Trey Guilbault Lukas Haas

Brennan Hagood Hannah Hamilton Madalyn Hancock John Harper Reece Harr Garret Harris Makinzie Harris Heidi Haw Aidan Hayes

Garrett Heacock Madison Head Lilly Hefner Sophie Hefner Conner Henning Haley Herrin Logan Hewitt Avery Hickey Bailey Hill

Madison Hill Mackenzie Hodges Landon Hollandsworth Cooper Howington Cheney Huddleston Julia Hudson Morgan Huhtanen Benjamin Humphreys Lorene Humphries

Walker Hunt Kurt Hutchison Haley Jackamonis Otis Jackson Reese Jackson Gunter Jarvis Talalelei Jennings Collin Johnson Megan Johnson

Bailey Jones Cade Jones Harrison Jones Ryan Jones Christina Jordan Jay Jorgensen Lejla Karisik London Kasper Grayson Keenum

Wyatt Keenum Ashley Kehrt Jason King Reagan Knesek Kenneth Knox Francesca Koenig Kennedy Krajca Peyton Ledesma Nicholas Leeper

Ryleigh Leifeste Tanner Lemons Austin Leonard Taylor Lindley Madison Link Jackson Little Micco Little John Llewellyn Benjamin Lopez

Allison Lorance Noah Loth Ciera Louwien Emma Lowe Jordan Lowry Hunter Lucas Max Lucas Carter Mach Dylan Mach

The Aledo High School Class of 2020
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Emma Mach Connor Macy Courtney Macy Jacob Macy Titus Mallory Pierson Malone Kimberly Markham Madeline Marshall Cade Martin

Hayden Martin Jada Martinez Luke Mask Allison Mason Carly Maxwell Eugene May Blaze Mayes Creighton Maynard Madeline Mazon

Jocelyn McBrayer Jase McClellan Alexander McCole Isaac McConley Maddison McFarland Morgan McKee Ian McLellan Bryce McLeroy Samuel McMinn

Michael McQuade Ryan Mears Winston Meintjes Morgan Merrill Kayla Metts Logan Michael Melia Miller Hayden Mitchell Jordan Montes

Macy Moody Emma Moore Jaxon Moore Kade Moore Gracie Morris Graydon Morris Aniston Murdock Payton Neeley Sy Neeley

Emma Nelson Skylar Nelson Maxon Newell Cole Nitsch Kade Norton Benjamin Oaks Hector Olazaran Carlie Ousley Spencer Pangle

Jacé   Parker Breianna Parks Monterren Parks Rylee Paterson Jack Paulsen Jakob Paulsen Elizabeth Pender Cameron Perry Brett Petersen

Madison Peterson James Pierce Blake Price Marisol Puerta Alexis Rangel Michael Raulerson Emma Rawley Seth Reagan Weston Reese

Luke Reilly Emily Renforth Alondra Resendez 
Alvarado

Nickolaus Rispoli Pace Roberts Hayden Robinson Kade Robinson Kirsten Robison Arianna Rodriguez

Carlee Rogers Justin Roquemore Cameron Ross Joseph Rousseau Gianna Rowe Radison Rowe Riley Sale Hunter Samaniego Trinity San Juan

Riley Sanders Ky Schlosberg Heather Scoggins Kaylea Sheperd Mia Shreckengast Leighton Shumate Ashley Siebold Hope Sims William Sisk

Kace Skidmore Chyna Smith Kyle Smith Lindsay Smith Payton Smith Sydney Smith Sydney Smith Myron Sofiya Elijah Sohn

The Aledo High School Class of 2020
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Sage Soto Isabella Stark Jonathon Steffe Austin Stephens Jacob Stewart Kylie Stovall Caroline Suchocki Emma Surin Brenden Sutton

Madison Sutton Cali Sylvis Matthew Tague Austin Tart Grace Taylor Kyle Taylor Michael Telfeyan Garrett Templin Hanah Terrell

Haley Thomas Seth Thomas Hadley Thompson Lauren Thrasher Logan Thurman Marlee Thurman Tory Thurman Emma Tilley Katherine Tillman

Tristan Tillman Joshua Tipton Evelyn Torres Jacob Trawick Emma Trigg Adam Tupper Jake Turner Reid Van Ness Ani Vartanian

Sean Venerable Alease Vonasek Quinn Walker Emily Wallace Jordan Wallace Breanna Ward Johnathan Warren Annalise Wasson Jordyn Waynewood

Max Wegner Briana Welch Carson Wersal Miah Wheeler Haley Whitcomb Brittney White Chase White Lillian Williams Phillip Willoughby

Jacob Windes Caitlin Witte Katherine Wood Lillian Wood Devin Woodliff Andrew Wright Hailey Wright Brittney Yates Taylor Yates

Gavin Yellow Eyes Ryan Zarate Caitlin Zimmermann Edward Zschiesche

The Aledo High School Class of 2020

Watch for our 
2020 Salute 
to Seniors in 
next week’s 
issue!
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Micah Bray Peyton Brenner Thomas Bridges Jacob Camp Caroline Campbell Faith Carson Emma Chrane Benjamin Cowley Tucker Crumpler

Mollie Davis Isaac Droguett Olivia Feissli Libby Gear Zachary Godbey Jenna Hooper Lucy Hughes Joel Jeffers Rebecca Lee

Rebecca Lu Matthew Newton Mckinna Nichols Christian Perales Ray Pierucci Bronson Pope Emily Pritchard Kaitlyn Roberts Reed Rogers

Joshua Schardt John Schultz Jacob Shelton Bailey Stogsdill Marshall Tovar Skylar Woody Lindsey Young
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As I See It

UIL

UIL: Schools can begin summer conditioning June 8
By Tony Eierdam
The Community News

Finally, some good news con-
cerning high school athletics.

On May 22, the University 
Interscholastic League announced 
Texas schools can begin summer 
conditioning workouts with a press 
release on its website (uiltexas.org).

UIL schools may, but are not 
required to, begin UIL Summer 
Strength and Conditioning and 
Sport Specific Instruction beginning 
June 8, 2020 under the require-
ments described. UIL will continue 
to work with state officials and mon-
itor CDC and other federal guidance 
to determine any potential modifi-
cations. Schools should take their 
local context into account when 
deciding whether to offer summer 

strength and conditioning on cam-
pus by monitoring the situation 
on the Texas Department of State 
Health Services dashboard. Schools 
should follow all local and state 
requirements when considering 
strength and conditioning activities.

“We are excited to be able to 
work with the kids again,” Aledo 
ISD Athletic Director Steve Wood 
said. “We are going to take care 
of social-distance measures, but 
there won’t be any physical contact 
involved. For instance, in basketball 
instruction there will be no one-on-
one, no defense, and the same will 
be practiced in the other sports.

“Right now we are focused on 
the strength and conditioning and 
sport-specific activities and how to 
be smart about it.”

The UIL posted its requirements 
for summer conditioning:

• Attendance at workouts must 
be optional for students and in 
compliance with the rules for 
Summer Strength/Conditioning 
Programs & Sport Specific Skill 
Instruction noted below. In 
addition to on-campus workout 

options, schools should consider 
providing students guidance for 
working out at home or remote-
ly away from school. This can 
include virtual workouts, emailed 
or otherwise electronically deliv-
ered workout instructions, or 
any delivery model approved by 
the local school district. 

• Attendance records shall be kept, 
however, students shall not be 
required or allowed to make up 
missed days or workouts. 

• Fees, if any, shall be established 
by the superintendent and 
collected by the school. Any pay-
ment to coaches shall be from 
the school and from no other 
source.

• Students may not be given 
access to locker rooms or shower 

facilities. Students should report 
to workouts in proper gear and 
immediately return home to 
shower at end of the workout.

• During workouts, schools must 
have at least one staff member 
per 20 students in attendance 
to ensure appropriate social 
distancing, hygiene, and safety 
measures are implemented. 

• Schools must have hand sanitizer 
or hand-washing stations readily 
available in the workout area. 
Students and staff should be 
encouraged to use it frequently.

• All surfaces in workout areas 
must be thoroughly disinfected 
throughout and at the end of 
each day.

Turn to UIL, page 13

Bearcat Nation’s spirits 
will be lifted when youth 
summer camps begin at 
Aledo High School

A light, finally, at the end of the 
dark tunnel.

With the UIL’s news that Texas 
public high schools can begin sum-
mer conditioning and sport-specific 
training on June 8, the first thought 
that came to my mind was it looks 
like when Aug. 3 rolls around that 
the Ladycats will be practicing on the 
volleyball courts and football teams 
will be preparing for the upcoming 
season at Bearcat Stadium.

It didn’t look like this would 
happen when on April 17 — a day 
I call “Dark Friday” — Gov. Greg 
Abbott scratched his May 4 date 
of returning to school, and instead 
shut schools and accompanying 
extracurricular activities for the 
remainder of the year due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

But a month and a day later 
the Governor advanced Texas into 
“Phase 2” of the reopening, which 
stated youth camps can return as 
long as sessions are done with prop-
er social-distancing measures. Phase 
2 also allows youth sports practices 
to begin May 31 and games on June 
15, meaning select league sports can 
begin usual summer dates.

Shortly after Abbott’s announce-
ment is when the UIL announced 
its guidelines for summer condi-
tioning and sport-specific training 
at the high schools. This is GREAT 
news for the returning high school 
athletes, who had their sports shut 
down for almost the last three 
months of the spring.

I could go on and on about 
how this will benefit each sport at 
Aledo High School, particularly the 
Bearcats football team. This team 
really needed those 18 practices lost 
in the spring in part to advance the 
development of new quarterback Jo 
Jo Earle, who has been a standout 
wide receiver (and a recent LSU 
commit) but was switched to signal 
caller during the offseason.

Now Earle will get much-needed 
specific instruction by the coaches 
and have a chance to work with his 
receivers. Again, I could point out 
several other instances, but this one 
stands out the most.

While all of that is well and good, 
there is another element that will 
bring joy and rise the spirits of many 
in Bearcat Nation — AHS coaches’ 
summer camps in soccer, softball, 
baseball, basketball, volleyball, 

SOCCER

Cut short
Bearcats get in regular 
season but shutdown 
stops chance at long  
playoff run
By Tony Eierdam
The Community News

This is an ongoing series of sea-
son wrap-up articles concerning 
spring sports at Aledo High School 
cut off by school closure.

An 18-7-1 overall record head-
ing into the Class 5A playoffs and 
the return of a key senior player 
who missed the second half of dis-
trict play gave the Aledo Bearcats 
hope for a strong, long playoff run 
in 2020.

However, hope turned into dis-
may as spring sports were cut off by 
government school closures due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Originally, Gov. Greg Abbott 
had set a return date for schools 
to open back up on May 4 and the 
Bearcats looked forward to con-
tinuing their season. But on April 
17, Abbott announced all schools 
would be closed for the remainder 
of the year, which also meant a 
stop to athletics and extracurricu-
lar activities.

Bearcats head coach Derek 
Vierling obviously was saddened by 
the news that the season would not 
be completed, and he was especial-
ly sad for his seniors Micco Little, 
Tommy Breaux, Brett Peterson, 
Ben Clements, Trey Guilbault, 
Colton Bryan, Alex Gantt, and 
Jacob DeCasas.

Little, a versatile, four-year let-
terman and all-district performer, 
suffered an injury and missed the 
second half of district play. Little 
worked hard on his rehabilita-
tion and was ahead of schedule to 
return, meaning he was looking to 
the opening round of the playoffs to 
get back on the pitch.

After all of his hard work the 
season was shut down as well as his 
hopes for a comeback in 2020.

“I got the green light to start 
practicing again during spring 
break,” Little said. “I worked hard 
to get back. The doctors told me it 
was questionable if I could get back 
before the season (playoffs) ended, 
so I just worked as hard as I could.”

Little said he would report to 
the training room every morning 
before school to work on his rehab, 
then in the afternoon he contin-
ued rehabbing during sixth period 
— his off period — and would con-
tinue rehabbing during the soccer 
period, and during practice he did 
light running.

Then he got the news that the 
season would not continue.

“It hurt,” Little said. “It hurt 
knowing that I put I so much hard 
work to get ready to play and get 
back with my teammates, then 
when I was ready the season was 
stopped and I could not get back 
with my team. 

“But I was glad I had the moti-
vation to push myself and get my 
knee back. That made my knee 
stronger and that is the most 
important part.”

“I was completely disappointed 
when I heard the news that school 
was closed for the rest of the year,” 
Vierling said. “I figured once school 
was canceled that meant the UIL 
would cancel sports. It is traves-
ty that the soccer team and the 
seniors in particular were not able 
to finish the season.  

“We had a very special team this 
season and I feel pretty confident 
that they would be successful in 
the playoffs, especially with Micco 
coming back.”

Senior Class
While feeling bad for all of his 

seniors, Vierling felt especially dis-
appointed for Little, and took it 
personally.

“Micco is an amazing play-
er who had an incredible career,” 
Vierling said. “You make bonds 
with players, especially when they 
are four-year lettermen, but Micco 
is a little different. I have known 
him his whole life. He has been 
coming to soccer camp since he 
was four-years-old and standing on 
the sidelines with his dad (longtime 
Aledo High School head trainer 
Troy Little) forever.

“Micco started on the 2018 state 
tournament team as a sophomore. 
He finished his career with 20 
goals and played defense for two 
years. He is just special.”

Vierling commented on each of 
his seniors, a class he felt especially 
close to. Breaux, an All-District 
4-5A first-team selection who 
finished with seven goals and six 
assists this year, also played in the 
2018 state championship match. 

“Tommy was a really talented kid 
and well-rounded from academics 

to band to athletics,” Vierling said. 
“He was a great captain this year 
and showed how he would be when 
he played in the state finals as a 
sophomore when he came off the 
bench for an injured player and 
played great.  

“He had a great senior year 
leading our team to 18 wins — I’m 
sure it would have been 20-plus 
had we been able to continue the 
season. He will be missed.”

Peterson, who earned an all-dis-
trict honorable mention, was a 
defender Vierling depended on this 
season to not only seal the back 
end, but also to start the attack.

“Brett was one of the most ath-
letic players we had,” Vierling said. 
“He was mentally and physically 
extremely tough. He was our lock-
down defender and did a great job 
all year covering the opponents’ top 
goal scoring threat.”

TONY EIERDAM/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo senior Micco Little (10) missed the last half of district play due to a knee injury but rehabbed in time to 
be cleared to play in the playoffs before the government shut down school for the remainder of the year. Little 
was a four-year letterman.

Turn to SOCCER, page 14
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  TX Vikki Carr hit:
      “Cosas del ____”
  5  arsonist, for short
  6  TXism: “at the drop
      of _  ___” (impulsive)
  7  singer Horne who
      appeared in “Words
      and Music” with TX
      Cyd Charisse (1948)
  8  it has big ornamen-
      tal fl owers (2 wds.)
17  NYSE symbol for
      parent company of
      TX Oncor
18  TXism: “give me the
      bacon _______  ___
      sizzle” (be brief)
21  JFK’s WWII boat
22  Houston beat Santa
      ____ at San Jacinto
23  TXism: “jumpy __
      _  ___ on ice”
24  “it’s _  _____ of love”
29  Gulf shrimp
      catcher (2 wds.)
30  chooses
31  this Henke was a
      Ranger closer (init.)
32  “headhunters” _____
      __ corporations
34  tropical birds, e.g.
35  scouting org. based
      in Texas  
36  TXism: “dead as a
      ________”
37  TXism: “small fi sh
      in _  ___ pond”
38  sign up with
39  how we reacted to
      a cute joke (3 wds.)
41  a nickname for ex-
      Ranger fi rst base
      Adrian Gonzalez 

  1  rich Texans might
      vacation in _  ____ 
      _______, CA resort
  2  TX Janis hit: “Piece
      of __  _____”
  3  easternmost city
      in Texas
  4  in Fisher County
      on highway 70
  9  Jerry, to the Dallas
      Cowboys
10  belly button fuzz
11  TXism: “call __  _
      day” (quit)
12  “_  _ Belo” owns 
      “The Dallas
      Morning News”

42  ___ Fresnos, TX
43  Paul of “American Graffi ti”
      with TX Candy Clark
44  TX James _____ Matson
      won 1968 gold in shot put
45  Pierre is its capitol (abbr.)
46  TX Freddy Fender 1975
      hit: “Before the Next 
      Tear____ Falls”
47  ex-Texan linebacker, Zac
48  Padre Island named after
      priest Jose _______ Balli  

50  song:
      “Raisin’
      ____ in
      Texas” (1980)
51  gun rights grp.
52  TXism: “___ be a
      monkey’s uncle”
53  dishonorable man

13  TXism: “useless
      as panty hose __ 
      _  ___”
14  oxidizes
15  arrival guesses at
      DFW and Love Fld.
16  “and so on” (abbr.)
19  TXism: “he’s a little
      shy in the ___ 
      ____” (dumb)
20  biofuel additive for
      gasoline
22  type of dog who 
      can’t learn new
      tricks (2 wds.)  
24  Texarkana is in TX 
      and this state (abbr.)
25  not an incandescent
      light (abbr.)

26  gear wheel tooth
      (2 wds.)
27  cooks with direct
      heat at a high
      temperature
28  “A Mighty Fortress
      Is ___  ___” hymn
29  meadow (2 wds.)  
30  TXism: “chew __ 
      __ awhile” (ponder)

33  this Smith was GM
      of the Astros
34  to a small extent
      (2 wds.)
35  glues
37  TXism: “as wel-
      come as a skunk
      __  _  ______”
38  surname of 9-down  
40  this Carter started
      the “Fort Worth
      Star-Telegram”
41  fancy party
44  annoy or irritate
47  President Trump
49  1961 hurricane that
      damaged Texas

P-1481
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• No clothing or towels may be 
laundered on site or shared 
during workouts.

• There can be no shared water or 
food.

• Before the start of summer 
workouts, and at the start of 
every week of summer work-
outs, schools should consider 
pre-screening all students for 
COVID symptoms that they or 
others living in their house may 
experience. This can be com-
pleted by phone prior to the first 
day of workouts, in person or in 
writing. Students and staff must 
self-screen every day for COVID-
19 symptoms for themselves and 
family members. Schools should 
consider taking the temperature 
of each student each day at the 
start of the conditioning ses-
sions, if possible.

• Schools should plan for entry 
and exit procedures that reduce 
the number of students and par-
ents congregating outside and/or 
mixing around the workout areas 
and parking areas. Consider 
staggering start and end times, 
assigning students to entries and 
exits to ensure even distribution 
of students entering/exiting at 
each entry point, providing guid-
ance to students to enter one at 
a time and wait six feet apart 
outside the entrance.

• If the school is planning to offer 
transportation for summer activ-
ities, schools should follow all 
TEA guidance and local guidance 
related to such transportation.

• Schools should consider having stu-
dents remain with a single group 
or cohort to minimize the num-
ber of students and staff that must 
isolate if a case is confirmed. See 
Positive Cases and Staff or Students 
Showing COVID Symptoms at the 
bottom of this document. 
The UIL also sent out a policy for 

this summer concerning sport-spe-
cific workouts with the high school 
coaches. 

Outdoor sessions
Sessions for sport specif-

ic instruction may be conducted 
by school coaches for students in 

grades 7-12 from that coach’s atten-
dance zone. 
• Sessions may be conducted in 

addition to the strength and 
conditioning session(s), and a 
student shall attend no more 
than 90 minutes per day of sport 
specific skill instruction with no 
more than 60 minutes per day in 
a given sport, Monday through 
Friday.

• Sport specific skill sessions may 
include specific sports equip-
ment, but contact equipment 
(restricted equipment) is not 
allowed.  School shorts, shirts 
and shoes may be provided by the 
school (local school option) but 
may not be laundered on-site.

• No competitive drills involving 
one or more students on offen-
sive against one or more students 
on defensive may be conducted.   

• Examples (including but not 
limited to): 

• Basketball players may par-
ticipate in drills, but cannot 
conduct drills / activities against 
a defender.

• In football, offensive / defensive 
drills are allowed, but no 7 on 7, 
or offense vs defense drills are 
allowed, etc.

Indoor sessions
• Students and staff must main-

tain at least six feet of distance 
from all sides when not actively 
exercising. When actively exer-
cising, students and coaches 
must maintain at least 10 feet 
of distance from all sides when 
possible. 

• Schools should limit the total 
number of participants based on 
available space to allow for the 
appropriate distancing between 
students and staff.

• Indoor workout activities can be 
conducted up to a maximum of 
25 percent capacity.

• Students may be placed in work-
ing groups no larger than 10 
total students. Each working 
group should maintain appropri-
ate distance from other working 
groups.

• Any equipment, such as sports 
balls, should be regularly disin-
fected during workout sessions. 
This equipment should not be 
shared between groups. After 
a group has used such equip-
ment, that equipment must be 

thoroughly disinfected before 
being used by a different group.

Bearcats head coach Tim 
Buchanan likes the UIL’s plan and 
added that AHS will probably do 
more than is required to keep social 
distancing measures in place during 
conditioning and sport-specific 
workouts.

“We are coming up with a 
social-distancing plan that meets 

or exceeds the UIL guidelines,” 
Buchanan said. “It will meet the 
needs of our kids, first, and our staff, 
second. After that, we will work on 
what we need to do to have summer 
camps.”

There was no guidance from 
the UIL pertaining to youth camps 
on campus annually put on by the 
Aledo High School coaches.

“We are holding off on camps 

for right now,” Wood said. “Right 

now our focus is on strength and 

conditioning and sports-specific 

training. 

“When we have all of those pro-

tocols in place we will decide on our 

coaches’ summer youth camps.”

UIL
from page 12
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With the UIL’s recent mandate allowing summer conditioning and sport-specific workouts, Aledo Bearcats coaches 
will finally be able to work with their athletes. There have been no sports at Texas high schools since March 12 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Shown are Aledo ISD Athletic Director Steve Wood, left, and Bearcats head foot-
ball coach Tim Buchanan.

tennis and football are allowed to be 
put on as well.

This is all pending administra-
tion-level discussion on how and 
when these camps will proceed 
(hopefully, shortly after June 8), but 
no matter if there are restrictions 
— like more sessions but smaller 

groups — it will be a big boost to 
the morale of the youth and their 
parents in our area.

The main focus is the kids. These 
kids have been cruelly shut in now 
for weeks, and a chance to not only 
learn the finer points of a sport and 
connect with the high school coach-
es but also having fun with their 
peers I think is paramount to trying 

to get back to some sort of “normal” 
after the shutdown.

My heart goes out to these chil-
dren. A story I heard during this 
shutdown really hit me like a ton of 
bricks. 

A friend told me about her four-
year-old son and the affect it has 
had on him. Poor thing has no idea 
what is going on. My friend said her 
son was sitting quietly but all of a 

sudden burst out in tears, crying 
out, “Why don’t my friends want to 
come over play with me anymore?” 
Doesn’t that just break your heart?

Yes indeed, youth sports camps 
at AHS may be the most important 
events we can have on our road to 
recovery and a sense of normalcy.

And I am extremely confident 
administrators at Aledo ISD will 
do whatever it takes to make these 

camps happen — and safely and 
efficiently. It is the Aledo way.

The Governor says it is OK, and I 
feel like this one element of what has 
been our normal routine each sum-
mer will unify Bearcat Nation once 
again and provide a spirit boost like 
nothing else can.

Tony Eierdam is the sports editor of 
The Community News.

TONY
from page 12

Town of Annetta

Zoning Notice

The Town of Annetta has received a request to zone land to a 
Planned Development District. The land is described as 20.891 
acres of land situated in the B. Stephenson Survey, Abstract No. 
1219, and being all of those certain tracts of land as conveyed 
to Aledo Independent School District (Aledo I.S.D.), accord-
ing to the deed filed in County Clerk’s (C.C.) #201817304 and 
#201817306, Deed Records of Parker County, Texas (D.R.P.C.T.). 
The property is generally located on FM 5 and adjacent to 
Annetta Community Storage. The Planning and Zoning 
Commission and City Council will be holding public hearings 
on the request as follows:

Planning and Zoning Commission

Public Hearing date and time: June 18, 2020 at 6:30 p.m.

Location:   Town Hall,    

    450 Thunder-Head Lane,   
    Annetta, Texas 76008

City Council

Public Hearing date and time: June 18, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.

Location:   Town Hall, 

    450 Thunder Head Lane,   
    Annetta, Texas 76008

mailto:matt@gusbates.com
http://www.sarahmorrisdds.com
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TexSCAN Week of 
May 24, 2020
ACREAGE

Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 
have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live 
Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 
30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTION
Schlumberger Surplus Properties Auction June 
11-18, Commercial & Land Properties in: Alice, 
Brownfield, Colorado City, Laredo, Mission, Pecos, 
Sonora, Tye & Victoria. Buildings Open Fri. May 29 
& June 5. 5% Buyer’s Premium, TX Jeffrey Michael 
Ashby RE LIC 550021, Thomas E. Barnes III AUC 
LIC 6457. 800-801-8003, williamsauction.com/SLB.

DRUG RECALL
If you took ELMIRON for bladder problems and 
developed a serious eye disease, you may have a legal 
claim for money damages. Free consultation: 1-800-
529-5072. Law Offices of J. Robert Davis PC.

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators. The weather is 
increasingly unpredictable. Be prepared for power 
outages. FREE 7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Schedule your FREE in-home assessment 
today. Call 1-855-704-8579. Special financing for 
qualified customers.

INTERNET
AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. Includes 1 TB of data per month. Get More For 
Your High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to bundle 
and SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call us today 
1-855-439-5457.

OIL AND GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non- producing 
and producing including non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. 806-620-1422, LoboMineralsLLC@
gmail.com. Lobo Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, 
Lubbock, TX 79408-1800.

SATELLITE TV
DIRECTV - Switch and Save! $39.99/month. Select All-
Included Package. 155 Channels. 1000s of Shows/Movies 
On Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Premium 
movie channels, FREE for 3 mos! Call 1-855-710-4824.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. NOT just a discount plan, REAL 
coverage for 350 procedures. Call 1-855-901-0467 
for details. www.dental50plus.com/txpress.   6118-0219

WANTED
Freon Wanted: We pay $$$ for cylinders and 
cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. Call 312-900-8904 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com. 

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
273 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

www.metalmar ts.com

817-599-4186 • Fax: 817-599-3326
2100 Burton Street • Weatherford, Texas 76087

GOING GREEN with COOL ROOFING

�
�

ENERGY EFFICIENT 
& LOOKS GREAT!

WIND & FIRE RESISTANT

STEEL BUILDINGS
AVAILABLE IN

MULTIPLE SIZES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 25 years!

MMMetal Mart
THE TRUSTED SOURCE FOR ALL YOUR

METAL BUILDING COMPONENT NEEDS!
� RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL STEEL ROOFING
� CUSTOM TRIM AND FLASHING � PURLIN & TUBING
� EASY BOLT PRE-FABRICATED STEEL BUILDINGS
� MINI STORAGE SYSTEMS � POWER TOOLS
� VENTS & SKYLIGHTS � HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES
� SYNTHETIC UNDERLAYMENT � INSULATION
� SEALANTS & CLOSURES � CARPORT PACKAGES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 28 years!

16250 Old Weatherford Road • Aledo, Texas
Mass Times: 5:30 pm – Saturday ‧ 8:00 am & 10:30 am – Sunday

Easter Vigil - March 31 at 8:30 pm ‧ Easter Sunday - Mass at 8 & 10:30 am
For more information contact the Parish Offi  ce at 817-441-3500

or visit our website www.HolyRedeemerAledo.org

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com
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Clements also earned an hon-
orable mention on the all-district 
team as a defender.

“Ben was versatile. He could 
have played anywhere on the field 
and did play multiple positions,” 
Vierling said. “He was a consistent 
threat to score and could play out-
standing defense as well.”

Guilbault earned all-district, sec-
ond-team honors in 2020.

“Trey was a rock at holding 
the mid field,” Vierling said. “He 

was constantly stopping or slow-
ing down our opponents’ attack and 
successfully starting our attack. His 
height was a constant threat on all 
of our set pieces. 

“For two years he held that 
spot and it will be tough to find a 
replacement.”

Vierling said Bryan led by exam-
ple as one of the team’s hardest 
workers.

“Colton was the hardest worker 
we had,” he said. “His work rate and 
effort were contagious and he made 
all his teammates better every day. 
He scored a crucial goal to spark 

our team to victory against Abilene 
Cooper.”

Gantt, who will play men’s vol-
leyball next year in college, decided 
to play soccer in his senior year.

“Alex only played his senior year 
and I’m disappointed he didn’t come 
out (before this year),” Vierling said. 
“He is very athletic and he was 
extremely important to our team 
chemistry — one of the best team-
mates we had.”

DeCasas was listed as a forward 
on the roster but was called on to 
play other positions when needed.

“Jacob was a great role player 
who could play multiple roles for 
us,” Vierling said. “He filled several 
voids when players were hurt allow-
ing us to remain consistent. I have 
known Jacob for a long time and he 
did a fantastic job this season.”

Highlights and 
looking ahead

Vierling said he knew this 
could be a special season when the 
Bearcats won two tournaments 
before district play began, including 
their home tournament.

“Our non-district highlight 
had to be winning the first two 
tournaments,” he said. “Especially 
the Moritz Kia Tournament of 
Champions, our home tournament. 
It had been almost 10 years since we 
last won it.

“In district play I feel the high-
light would be our 3-0 win over 
Wichita Falls Rider. 

“The boys all played so well and 
Clay (Murador) really stepped up 
with the hat trick.”

Murador — the Bearcats leading 
scorer with 14 goals including five 

SOCCER
from page 12

TONY EIERDAM/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

In its last match before the school shut down, the Bearcats, led by injured captain Micco Little (standing) huddle before playing at home against Abilene Cooper.

Turn to SOCCER, page 15

Town of Annetta

Notice of Hearing

The Town Council of the Town of Annetta, Texas will conduct 
a public hearing on June 18, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the Annetta 
Town Hall located at located at 450 Thunder Head Lane, 
Annetta, Texas 76008, where all interested persons will have the 
right to appear and be heard on the proposed annexation by the 
Town of a tract of land being described as: 20.891 acres of land 
situated in the B. Stephenson Survey, Abstract No. 1219, and 
being all of those certain tracts of land as conveyed to Aledo 
Independent School District (Aledo I.S.D.), according to the 
deed filed in County Clerk’s (C.C.) #201817304 and #201817306, 
Deed Records of Parker County, Texas (D.R.P.C.T.), less that 
area already within the Town’s corporate limits. The property 
is generally located east of and adjacent to Annetta Community 
Storage. A depiction of the area proposed for annexation is 
available at Town Hall and is posted on the Town’s website.

Looking for 
the Top Dog?

Parker County’s only locally-owned newspaper

It’s a local call •click • e-mail!
817-441-7661 • www.community-news.com

http://www.community-news.com
http://www.ranchenterprisesltd.com
http://www.dental50plus.com/txpress
mailto:ads@texaspress.com
http://www.ftc.gov/bizop
http://www.HolyRedeemerAledo.org
http://www.metalmarts.com
mailto:LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com


THE COMMUNITY NEWS  May 29, 2020     15

CLEAR FORK MATERIALS

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD
ALEDO, TEXAS

HOURS: M-F 8-5 •SAT 8-2 WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

“Are you growing with us?”
Residential & Commercial

817-441-7777

• Topsoils & Custom 
Soil Blends

• Compost & Mulches
• Rock & Sand Products

Serving North Texas 
since l986

Pick up or Delivery Available

HIGH SPEED INTERNET
SPEEDING IS ENCOURAGED 
CALL CIRRA NETWORKS TODAY

(817) 259-1100  |  www.cirranet.net

HIGH SPEED INTERNET
SPEEDING IS ENCOURAGED 
CALL CIRRA NETWORKS TODAY

(817) 259-1100  |  www.cirranet.net

817-901-9455
5050 S Hwy 5

Aledo, TX

EVERYONE WELCOME
WWW.PCCOWBOYCHURCH.ORG

Sundays
Bible Study 8:30 AM
Service 10:00 AM

PARKER COUNTY COWBOY CHURCH
PCCC

Henry Perez

• Concrete Work 
Color Stain, Stamped 
Concrete in all  
Designs & Patterns

Build Your Foundation Right  
The First Time

432.209.1154 • hperezconstruction@yahoo.com

• Excavation, Dirt Work
• Driveways, Ramps, Curbs
• Foundations
• Retaining Walls

103 W. Church • 817-596-8758 • 817-594-2612

Propane Sales 
and Service

On the Square 
in Weatherford

YEARS
OF PROPANE

1958-2019

Jim Martin
REALTOR®

Owner – MartinLandSales.com

5600 E. I-20 Service Rd S
Willow Park, TX 76008

Ofc:  817.441.2102
Fax:  817.441.2511

Cell:  817.538.6846
Jim@MartinLandSales.com

RailheadRealty.com  

Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C. 
Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087

Ofc:817-441-2425 • Fax: 817-441-2491
www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com

COVERAGE FOR ALL THE
THINGS YOU CARE FOR
Norman Gough
Cell: 817-332-9825
8253 Camp Bowie West Blvd
Fort Worth, TX 76116
ngough@farmersagent.com

game winners — will head the list 
of returning players for the 2021 
season. The good news for the coach 
is that his star midfielder, who was 
named the district’s Midfielder of 
the Year, was just a freshman this 
season.

“Clay had a fantastic season 
and I’m excited he is only a fresh-
man and the next three years has 
the potential to be really special,” 
Vierling said. “He had a fantastic 
season and the next three years has 
the potential to be really special. 
I’m looking forward to watching 
his career progress; the sky is the 
limit.”

Talent returning
Vierling feels he has a good tal-

ent base returning for next season, 
including all-district, second-team 
goalkeeper Ryland Yates, who will 
be a senior in 2021. 

Vierling said his group of 
underclassmen gained valuable 
experience while contributing on 
the field.

Next season the Bearcats will 
also return a pair of all-district, 
first team players, junior forward 
Tyler Oetinger and junior midfield-
er Dylan Dobransky.

“When we lost Micco we basically 
were starting seven underclassmen 
so we have some really talented 
players coming back,” he said. “Tyler 
has become a legitimate goal scorer 
with almost 20 career goals as a 
sophomore and junior.  

“Dylan is a three-year letterman 
and will be a mainstay in the mid-
field. He can score just as easily 
as setting up his teammates. Logan 
Reiter started every game last year, 
scoring several goals, and I antici-
pate he will score many more next 
year.  

“Taylon Kessler moved up from 
the JV and made an immediate 
impact and I think he will con-
tribute a ton of goals the next two 
years. 

“Plus, we have Yates back in 
the goal. It’s not often you have 
a two-year starter returning in 
the goal. He just gets better every 
game. Rylan Shaffer will contribute 
in the midfield he had a really solid 
junior year after coming off of a hor-
rific knee injury.  

“Alex Meche,” Vierling contin-
ued, “started a handful of games 

this year and will be a solid contrib-
utor next year in the midfield. Jacob 
Costello also started several games 
and should be an anchor on our 
back line.  

“Plus, we get Parker Trice back, 
who started 10 plus games as a 
sophomore two years ago and had to 
miss this year due to injury. 

“We also had a couple of sopho-
mores in Jace Sims and Travis Gould 
that gained valuable experience this 
year and should be big contributors 
in the midfield and back line next 
year.”

Vierling concluded by expressing 
more sorrow for his talented senior 
class.

“A really crazy ending to the 
2020 year, for sure,” he said. “It a 
travesty that we can’t properly send 
off this senior class. 

“They will always be my example 
of not taking anything or any game 
for granted, you just never know 
when it can end.  

“And I personally will cherish 
each and every game even more 
going forward as I really missed the 
ending of the year. 

“Luckily for me I have next year 
to do it again - unfortunately the 
seniors do not.”

SOCCER
from page 14

TONY EIERDAM/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo senior Brett Peterson (2) dribbles on the attack during a 2020 
match.

Bearcats track All-State, All-Academic

TONY EIERDAM/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Four Aledo Bearcats track athletes earned a spot on the Texas High 
School Coaches Association’s Academic All-State team including Steven 
Furlow (shown above at district cross country meet), Reece Harr, Max 
Newell, and Graydon Morris.

http://www.cirranet.net
mailto:hperezconstruction@yahoo.com
mailto:Jim@MartinLandSales.com
http://www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com
mailto:ngough@farmersagent.com
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817.441.1298

TACLB019133C

817.441.1298817.441.1298
Serving Parker County/Tarrant County

StaLLons
A•C

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

Locally owned 
and operated

Commercial & 
Residential

We install new systems, 
service and repair of 
all makes & 
models.

www.stallonsac.com
0% interest for 

48 months. 
(With Approved Credit)

AVI T. DESHMUKH, MD, F.A.C.S., MBA, MHSM 

ABMS Cer ed Urologist 

Clinic Loca ons are:  831 E. Eureka St, Weatherford 76086 
408 Glenwood St, Glen Rose 76043 

218 SW 26th St., Suite A Mineral Wells 76067 
2003 Rockview Dr., Granbury 76049 

561 N. Graham St., Stephenville  76401 
Appointments call:  817-599-3690 

www.ncturology.com 

Women’s  urologic services:
Kidney stones 
Incon�nence 
Dropped bladder 
Bladder/kidney infec�ons 
Laparoscopic surgery 
Urodynamic studies 

Dr. Deshmukh is a Fellow of 
the      American College of Surgeons, and  
received an MBA from Texas  Women’s 
University in 2009.  He    received his  se-
cond MBA in Health Administra�on in 2012.  
He is a   member of the American Medical    
Associa�on, Texas Medical Associa�on, 
American College of Healthcare Execu�ves, 
American College of Physician Execu�ves  
and American Associa�on of Clinical     
Urologists.  

Men’s urologic services: 
Prostate problems 
Kidney stones 
Enlarged prostate/difficulty urina�ng 
Impotence/male infer�lity 
Prostate/bladder/kidney cancer 
Laser surgery 

Comprehensive pediatric care 

Diplomat of the American Board  of Urology 

Clinic Locations are: 831 E. Eureka St., Weatherford 76086
1021 Holden St., Glen Rose TX  76043

202 SW 25th Ave. Suite 500,  Mineral Wells, TX  76067
2003 Rockview Dr., Granbury 76049

561 N. Graham St., Stephenville 76401

Dr. Deshmukh is a Fellow of the 
American College of Surgeons, and 
received an MBA from Texas Women’s 
University in 2009. He received his 
second MBA in Health Administration in 
2012.

He is a member of the American Medical 
Association, Texas Medical Association, 
American College of Healthcare 
Executives, American College of Physician 
Executives and American Association of 
Clinical Urologists.

Dr. Deshmukh is a Fellow of the 
American College of Surgeons, and 
received an MBA from Texas Women’s 
University in 2009. He received his 
second MBA in Health Administration 
in 2012.

He is a member of the American 
Medical Association, Texas Medical 
Association, American College of 
Healthcare Executives, American 
College of Physician Executives and 
American Association of Clinical 
Urologists.

AVI T. DESHMUKH, MD F.A.C.S., MBA, MHSM
ABMS Certified Urologist

Women’s Urologic Services:
Kidney Stones
Incontinence
Dropped Bladder
Bladder/Kidney Infections
Laparoscopic Surgery
Urodynamic Studies

Men’s Urologic Services:
Prostate Problems
Kidney Stones
Enlarged Prostate/Difficulty Urinating
Impotence/Male Infertility
Prostate/Bladder/Kidney Cancer
Laser Surgery

Comprehensive Pediatric Care

Diplomat of the American  
Board of Urology

Appointments call: 817-599-3690
www.ncturology.com

Primary Office: 805 Hill Blvd, Suite #106-107 
Granbury, TX 76048

Current Clinic Locations: 
1212 Clear Lake Rd., Suite 200, Weatherford, TX 76086

561 N Graham, Stephenville, TX 76401

Ladycats, Bearcats on TASCO All-State, All-Region soccer teams

CHRIS D’AVINO/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo sophomore forward Ashlyn Laughley (9) was named Texas Association of Soccer Coaches 
all-state, first team, the second year she has reached all-state status. Laughley was also named to 
the United Soccer Coaches (national organization) all-state team for the second year in a row.

TONY EIERDAM/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo freshman midfielder Clay Murador (11) was named to the Texas Association of Soccer 
Coaches all-state, second-team for the 2020 season. He also earned United Soccer Coaches 
all-state and all-region status.

CHRIS D’AVINO/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo senior defender Reagan Knesek (5) earned TASCO all-
state status for the second year in a row. She earned an all-
state, honorable mention for the 2020 season.

TONY EIERDAM/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo senior defender Tommy Breaux (9) earned TASCO 
all-region, first-team honors for 2020.

CHRIS D’AVINO/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo junior Grace Ornelas earned TASCO all-region, first-
team honors for 2020. It is the second time Ornelas has 
earned all-region status.

TCN NEWS

THE
COMMUNITYMoritz Chevrolet · Chrysler · Jeep

Loop 820 & Hwy 580 (Camp Bowie West) · 817-696-2000
Moritz Kia · 8501 I-30 · 817-560-6000

Shout out toShout out to

Softball SeniorSoftball Seniors!

ALL-DISTRICT SOCCERALL-DISTRICT SOCCER

Ashley Kehrt Ashley Kehrt 
Caroline Suchocki 

Emily WallaceEmily Wallace

http://www.stallonsac.com
http://www.ncturology.com



