
 

n see Ride, Page A2

Our 

154th

Year

Thursday, September 18, 2025                          Saugatuck/Douglas Area, Michigan                                           Vol. 50  Number 40

FREEFREE

Proposed 30-home Singapore Retreat layout. To the north lies 135th Avenue.

More than 400 riders were 
undeterred by early morning 
showers Saturday, venturing 
out to enjoy the 14th annual 
Lakeshore Harvest Ride 
fundraiser for the Friends of 
the Blue Star Trail.

Once the rain abated 
mid-morning, cyclists were 
able to more fully embrace 
the scenic rolling lakeshore 
countryside between Sau-

gatuck-Douglas and South 
Haven.  

Participating riders opted to 
follow marked routes of 15, 
25, 45 or 60+ miles begin-
ning at either Schultz Park 
in Douglas or the Kal-Haven 
Trailhead in South Haven. 

Along the routes they could 
visit participating vineyards, 
a cider mill, art studios, farm 
stands and more. There, 

they could make purchases 
and use the complimentary 
concierge service to deliver 
goods back to their starting 
points. 

Riders also enjoyed a 
wholesome lunch at one of 
three locations, a selection of 
snacks and water at various 
stops along the routes, SAG 
mechanical help and enthu-
siastic support for the riders 

along the way.  
“We are thankful,” said 

LHR chair Jack Eisinger, “for 
the riders, the army of more 
than 125 volunteers, and 
certainly our lead sponsor 
Cottage Home, primary spon-
sors the Saugatuck Douglas 
Area Convention & Visitors 
Bureau and Meijer, and 40 
additional sponsors who 
made this event financially 

successful. 
“Our early estimates indicate 

we raised more than $50,000 — a 
new record — in support of the 
Blue Star Trail.”   

Excess sandwiches, fruit and 
snacks, Eisinger noted, were do-
nated to We Care Community Re-
source Center in South Haven and 
Christian Neighbors in Douglas.

“I love riding this,” said LHR 

Lakeshore Harvest Riders outlast rain
Once showers cleared, early fall colors came out for more than 400 cyclists in Saturday’s Lakeshore Harvest Ride.

By Scott Sullivan
Editor

Neighbors did not back 
down from opposing the 
proposed Singapore Re-
treat development. 

But the Saugatuck 
Township Board Sept. 
10 approved granting ap-
plicants Koetje Builders 
LLC and Exxel Engineer-
ing PUD (planned unit 
development) approval to 
build 30 homes on 8.97 
acres south of 135th Ave-
nue 700 feet east of Blue 
Star Highway anyway.

Nearby residents voiced 
concerns about increased 
traffic at the 5-way Blue 
Star/135th Avenue/65th 
Street intersection, noise, 
overcrowding, strain on 
infrastructure, disruption 
of the area’s peaceful 
character and construc-
tion dirt runoff into 
nearby Goshorn Creek.

But board members 
noted township planning 
commission voted 6-1 
June 24 to recommend 
the board to approve the 
request if it met condi-
tions including provid-
ing open space, trails, 
wooded buffers, main-
taining private roads and 
sidewalks and not allow-
ing short-term rentals.

Plans for Singapore 
Retreat include a combi-
nation of residential uses 
consisting of 10 duplex 
buildings (20 units total) 
and 2 townhome build-

ings (10 units total) for 
a total of 30 residential 
units, with associated 
parking, open space, rec-
reational and stormwater 

management facilities. 
The land now is zoned 

C-2 Commercial towards 
the 5-way 135th/Blue 
Star intersection and 

R-1 Residential on its 
remainder. Developers 
submitted a parallel by-
rights plan with a 26 
base housing unit count.

The applicants sought 
PUD zoning to provide 
flexibility in develop-
ment standards while 
ensuring quality housing 

that preserves natural 
features and provides en-
hanced recreational ame-
nities such as pickleball 

Township OKs 30-home Singapore Retreat

n see Retreat, Page A
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courts, trails and open space.
They noted a PUD for a Go-

shorn Woods development on 
the land was granted in 2006 
but has since expired.

The developer still has con-

ditions to satisfy before sub-
mitting a final building plan 
said township manager Daniel 
DeFranco after last Wednes-
day’s 4-0 approval.

These include obtaining per-

mits from the Allegan County 
Health Department, Saugatuck 
Township Fire District and 
other agencies.

Should the building plan be 
approved, developers could 

start construction as soon 
as 2026 and at least some 
structures occupied by 2027, 
township manager Daniel De-
Franco said.

“They have indicated market 

pricing, with I’m guessing 
town houses starting in the 
$400,000s and duplexes in the 
$500,000s to $600,000s,” he 
said.

Retreat from Page A1

marketing manager and partic-
ipant Kim Redlin. “We waited 
until the rain ended, then took 
our time riding 25 miles with 
multiple stops and tastings 
along the way. 

“What a special event — with 
good friends and smiling faces, 
and it all benefits the Blue Star 
Trail that will connect us all,” 
she said  

“We are so happy,” said 
Friends president Clark Car-
michael, “to organize the Ride 
which attracts visitors to our 
beautiful area from all over 
the Midwest, creates economic 
benefit for our communities and 
generates funds needed to sup-
port ongoing construction of the 
Blue Star Trail.”  

The north section of the Trail 
is substantially funded he 
added. Now it awaits resolution 

by the Michigan Department 
of Transportation of concerns 
raised by the Gun Lake Tribe, 
he went on, “which we antici-
pate will occur yet this year.”  

When complete, there will be 
more than four miles of contig-
uous trail running from Douglas 
north to connect to the Beeline 
Trail through Laketown Town-
ship on north through Holland.  

“Significant progress,” said 
Carmichael, “has been made 
for the next section going south 
from Douglas, which will add 
three more miles of trail from 
Wiley Road to M-89. MDOT 
recently notified us of tentative 
grant approval for this section. 

“We expect to learn in No-
vember if the Van Buren 
County Road Commission re-
ceives conditional approval of 
a Transportation Alternatives 

Program grant to help fund 
a new Trail section from the 
Kal-Haven Trail north to Base-
line Road in South Haven,” he 
said. 

The Friends are a 501c3 non-
profit dedicated to promoting 
and funding construction of 
the Blue Star Trail (a 20-mile 
paved recreational trail con-
necting people and communi-
ties between South Haven and 
Saugatuck), in partnership with 
local communities. 

The group raises money for 
engineering, local match fund-
ing required for state/federal 
construction grants and ongoing 
maintenance. 

Municipalities along the route 
apply for state/federal matching 
grants and will own the sections 
of the Trail within their bor-
ders.  

Ride from Page A1

Tour stop Summerhouse Lavender Farm provided tents and a respite from early rain.

www.wilcoxnewspapers.com
www.crossman.com
www.jaquarealtors.com
www.milakeshorevacations.com
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HOLLAND SOUTH HAVEN

Boat Slip #27, 40 N Bailey Ave • $26,000
ATTENTION BOATERS! 30’ boat dock in ideal 
South Haven location—just a short, scenic ride 
to Lake Michigan! Located in Boat Yard Basin 
with restrooms, showers, picnic area, fish clean-
ing station & plenty of parking. Kal-Haven Trail-
head is right across the street! 

 Kim Laaksonen  • 616-836-0132 

HOLLAND SOUTH HAVENSAUGATUCK

602 Lawn Ave • $3,500,000
Stunning modern lakefront home on Lake Maca-
tawa with panoramic views, open-concept living, 
gourmet kitchen, and 3 private suites. Features 
include 100-ft dock, Japanese-inspired court-
yards, deck with firepit, EV-ready garage, and 
smart, energy-efficient design.

Michigan Homes & Cottages 616-594-0749

MUSKEGON

1234 W Giles Rd • $318,000
The perfect DIY project! Sellers began major 
renovations—now it’s your turn to finish it your 
way. Includes all purchased building materials. 
Features hardwood floors, cozy fireplace, XL 
porch, 3-car garage, and huge pole barn on 
nearly 1.5 acres.

  Dave Nadeau • 616-836-7620

SAUGATUCK

790 Simonson Dr • $795,000
Charming 2BR, 2BA restored cottage in the 
heart of Saugatuck, next to Peterson Nature 
Preserve. Enjoy water views, lush gardens, a 
screened porch, and modern updates with vin-
tage charm. Walk to shops, marinas, and Oval 
Beach. A peaceful, turnkey retreat!

 Amy Yarde • 616-312-9930

SAUGATUCK

128 Van Dalson St • $1,199,000
Charming 1885 Saugatuck cottage with river 
views, boat slip, and rental potential! Thought-
fully restored with modern systems, 4 BRs, 
2.5 BAs, patios, and garage. Steps from Oval 
Beach and ferry. Zoned for short-term rentals—
ideal for vacation or income!

  Nico Leo • 810-602-0564

21679 M-140 • $150,000
Great 2BR, 1BA starter home for anyone look-
ing to have easy access to highway and town, 
but still have enough land for privacy. Home 
has had electrical, central air, some windows, 
and other updates within the last two years.

Clarivel Delucas Valdez • 269-906-7132

6332 Old Allegan Rd • $1,695,000
Stunning Silver Lake home blends timeless 
charm with modern updates and serene lakefront 
living. Enjoy sweeping views, a chef’s kitchen, 
cathedral ceilings, and a new deck. Features 
include a private suite, walkout lower level, geo-
thermal HVAC, and a renovated pole barn.

Bernie Merkle • 616-355-3695

2975 Pine Edge Ct • $610,000
This beautiful Timberline Acres home sits on 
a cul-de-sac just minutes from Lake Michigan 
and downtown Holland! Enjoy 5BRs, 3.5BAs, 
spacious living areas, large mudroom, covered 
porch, walkout basement, and 3-stall garage. 
From Buying to Selling- Rob has you covered!

Rob Way • 616-262-9155

HOLLAND

788 Harvest Dr •  $269,000
Charming 1BR (potentially 2BR), 2BA condo 
in Centennial Farm with fresh paint, open lay-
out, deck, main floor laundry, finished base-
ment, and great location on Holland’s south 
side. HOA covers lawn care, water, trash, 
snow removal & more! 

 Kim Laaksonen  • 616-836-0132

FENNVILLE

2726 Cedar St • $145,000
Don’t miss this spacious 3-bed home in 55+ 
Johnson Village! Features cathedral ceilings, 
skylights, walk-in closets, built-in china cabi-
nets, ample kitchen storage, new furnace & AC. 
Enjoy a multi-level deck, patio, shed & land-
scaping. Lot rent: $479. Park approval required.

  Sharon McBash • 616-848-0067

SOLD

NEW LISTING

WATERFRONT WATERFRONT

Bernie 
Merkle 

616-355-3695

Michael 
Deem

616-262-3974

Ellen 
Dvorak  

703-587-5212

Dave Hulst  
616-813-2751

Michigan Homes & Cottages

Kim 
Laaksonen  

616-836-0132

Dave 
Nadeau  

616-836-7620

Amy 
Yarde  

616-312-9930

Rob 
Way

616-262-9155

Clarivel 
Delucas  

269-906-7132

Adam 
Locker  

269-214-2230

Sharon 
McBash  

616-848-0067

Nico 
Leo 

810-602-0564

By Scott Sullivan
Editor

No one was hurt in a Sau-
gatuck Township car fire 
Friday, but this white Chevy 
Cruze was a total loss and 
a breeze threatened to carry 
flames into a nearby corn field 
at 6378 127th Ave.

The Saugatuck Township 

Fire District responded to 
a Cruze’s driver stating the 
car had a full tank of gas and 
its front end was engulfed in 
flames, reported STFD IT Di-
rector Erik Kirchert.

Firefighters reached the 
scene at 4:48 p.m. and extin-
guished the blaze using 680 
gallons of tank water and 2.2 

gallons of foam from Engine 
2110, he said.

Assistant chief Mike Betts 
used two personal extin-
guishers from a private 
vehicle on the surrounding 
grass to stop the fire from 
spreading into the corn field. 
Allegan County Sheriff’s 
deputies assisted. No brush 

truck was needed, Kirchert 
said.

The driver told first re-
sponders he saw the over-
heating dash light come on, 
saw smoke, pulled over, 
opened the hood, saw fire, 
then closed the hood and 
removed the children from 
inside to a safe location.

Both lanes of 127th were 
blocked during extinguish-
ment then reopened once 
safe. Ray’s Towing removed 
the vehicle, Kirchert said.

 Firefighters cleared the 
scene at 6:14 p.m.

Blaze cooks car, corn field saved
Chevy Cruze was engulfed in flames, but driver and passengers were out by the time first responders arrived. (Photo by STFD Assistant Chief Mike Betts)

By Scott Sullivan
Editor

Douglas City Council agreed 
Monday to sell 55,000 gal-
lons per day (gpd) of unused 
wastewater treatment capacity 
to neighbor Saugatuck Town-
ship for $252,340.

The township, nearing 
its allotted capacity at the 
Kalamazoo Lake Sewer & 
Water Authority wastewater 
treatment plant, has enough 
sewer infrastructure to carry 
wastewater there, but due 
to contractual terms growth 
lacks ability to treat it.

At present, the treatment 
plant is operating at 47 per-
cent of its 1 million gallons 
per day capacity, noted 

township manager Daniel 
DeFranco Sept. 10, making 
substantial treatment space 
unused.

“The township’s immedi-
ate challenge is straightfor-
ward,” he went on. “Projects 
already approved or pend-
ing will raise our flow to 
roughly 98,617 gpd within 
the next 18 to 24 months.

“Beyond committed capac-
ity, we project a need for an 
additional 36,575 gpd for 
parcels’ previously reserved 
capacity that have yet to 
connect and parcels that will 
have sewer access upon an 
extension of the sewer sys-
tem to serve a new residen-
tial development. 

“Per the existing Tri-Com-
munity Sewer Agreement,” 
DeFranco continued, “once a 
community exceeds 75 per-
cent of its sewer allocation, 
a good faith effort must be 
made to secure additional 
capacity from a municipality 
with unused excess capacity. 

“To stay ahead of that 
threshold, the township se-
cured a 14,000 gpd lease 
from the City of Saugatuck 
— raising our total capacity to 
104,000 gpd — but leasing is 
a temporary measure. 

“Douglas currently owns 
496,000 gpd of treatment 
rights, yet the plant is run-
ning at 47-percent utilization. 
Transferring 55,000 gpd to 

the township would satisfy its 
immediate capacity needs and 
provide a modest buffer to ac-
commodate existing properties 
with reserved capacity while 
the feasibility of a plant ex-
pansion is studied. 

“After the transfer, Doug-
las would retain 441,000 
gpd, supporting its long-
range growth forecasts,” De-
Franco said.

“Capacity is valued at 
$45,879.85 per 10,000 gpd 
or $252,340.00 for 55,000 
gpd,” he went on. “We 
believe this proposal puts 
existing infrastructure to 
work, lowers long-term costs 
for Douglas residents, and 
supports balanced regional 

growth,” he said.
“It should be noted,” city 

manager Lisa Nocerini ap-
prised council Monday, “that 
this request reflects a de-
crease from the township’s 
earlier request. 

“Following a reevaluation 
of near-term development 
projects, the township re-
duced its capacity request 
to reflect a more cautious, 
measured projection of its 
needs,” she went on.

“Douglas’ engineering re-
view confirms that while the 
request is scaled back, Doug-
las has sufficient capacity to 
meet this need and still pro-
tects its own long-term growth 
projections,” Nocerini said. 

Douglas to sell township wastewater capacity

www.wilcoxnewspapers.com
www.cbgreatlakes.com
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BLUE STAR

LIFE AS PERFORMANCE ART
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Although it officially doesn’t turn fall until Monday, Sept. 22 at 2:19 p.m., it sure felt like Indian Summer last week at Saugatuck’s Oval Beach. (Photo by Scott Sullivan)

Last week’s story about the Mt. Baldhead Chal-
lenge misidentified the youngest finisher in the 
7-mile race. It was Rory Gold, 12, of Ann Arbor/
Saugatuck. Congratulations, Rory!

Correction

By Scott Sullivan
Editor

Wild Thing
A girl raised by apes 

has been found in north-
ern India. The press there 
likens her to Mowgli, 
the wild boy in Rudyard 
Kipling’s novel “The 
Jungle Book,” which has 
been spun off into films, 
comic books and ses-
sions of the United States 
House and Senate. 

The New Indian Ex-
press reports woodcutters 
in the Katraniaghat forest 
range alerted authorities 
after spotting the girl, 
perhaps 10 years old, 
ringed by primates. 

When a policeman 
approached her, the mon-
keys surrounded the girl, 
protecting her as one of 
their own, and attacked 
an officer while the child 
screeched at them. After 
“rescuing” the reluctant 
girl, he sped away in his 
patrol car, the monkeys 
chasing him.

When the girl arrived 
at a hospital in Bahraich, 
she had wounds all over 
her body and her nails 
and hair were unkempt, 
like monkeys. She could 
walk on her feet but 
often dropped down on 
all fours and scuttled 
around, using only her 
knees and elbows. She 
threw food on the ground 
and ate with her mouth 
directly from there, not 
lifting it with her hands. 

We need to civilize 
these wild creatures. 
I suggest we launch 
cruise missiles at the 
monkeys to deter them 
from raising future 
House and Senate 
leaders. Or journalists, 
for that matter. Jack 
Sheridan sent me the 
following headlines, 
with photo captures 
from other newspapers, 
showing fake news is By G.C. Stoppel

My late wife Pat told 
me often one thing she 
loved about her father 
was the first thing he 
would say in the morn-
ing. “Great Day! Won-
derful Day! Great Day!

That couldn’t have been 
easy for him because he 
was saying this in the 
depths of the Great De-
pression. As a dentist, 
sometimes he had to take 
goods in trade for his 
services. 

Pat’s mother was a 
Chicago publish school-
teacher, and like others 
received promissory 
notes and scrip instead 
of a paycheck. Her father 
continued saying it even 
when he was suffering 
from MS and needed help 
getting out of his wheel-
chair.

Some may remember 
the area’s beloved mail 
carrier, Marv Voss. Ask 
him how he was doing 
and he had just one 
answer: “GREEEE-
AAAAAT!” as if he were 
Tony the Tiger. A mutual 
friend continues the tra-
dition to honor Marv.

Recently their enthusi-
asm came to mind along 

no match for bad copy 
editing:

• Diana was still alive 
hours before she died

• Lady Jacks off to hot 
start in conference

• Republicans turned 
off by size of Obama’s 
package

• Tiger Woods plays 
with own balls, Nike says

• Statistics show teen 
pregnancy drops off sig-
nificantly after age 25

• Marijuana issue sent 
to joint committee

• Homeless survive 
winter; Now what?

• Federal agents raid 
gun shop, find weapons

• Homicide victims 
rarely talk to police

• Worker suffers leg 
pain after crane drops 
800-pound ball on his 
head

• City unsure why 
sewer smells

• Meeting on open 
meetings is closed

• Man accused of kill-
ing lawyer receives new 
attorney

• Barbershop singers 
bring joy to school for 
the deaf

• Man with 8 DUIs 
blames drinking problem

• New sick policy re-
quires 2-day notice

• Starvation can lead to 

health hazards
• Parents keep kids 

home to protest school 
closure

• Bra celebrates two 
historic milestones

• Miracle cure kills 
fifth patient

Speaking of which, 
Your Healthy Life sent 
me a “Hack Your Brain” 
email recently that 
linked to a Fox News 
story claiming “Donald 
Trump Credits $4 Billion 
Empire to This Pill.” 

When I clicked “Claim 
Yours Here” it pulled up 

an interview wherein the 
President told Dr. Oz, 
TV’s Great and Pow-
erful, that using a tiny 
“smart drug” had given 
him “the mental and 
physical stamina that 
won me this election.”

The supplement Inteli-
GEN, said Your Healthy 
Life, doubles IQ, sky-
rockets energy levels 
and connects brain areas 
that weren’t previously 
connected.

“I’ll buy this and have 
a higher IQ,” I told my 
wife. “Double or noth-

ing.”
“Double your nothing?”
“Or,” I corrected her.
“Stop speaking with 

your mouth open.”
“Don’t you mean 

chewing?”
“No. When was the 

last time you combed 
your hair? Cleaned your 
nails?”

“I’m too busy copy 
editing to let hygiene 
bother me.”

“Like when you wrote 
the headline, ‘Conser-
vancy fights invasive 
plans‘?”

“You’ll be sorry,” I 
warned, “when my ener-
gy skyrockets and I start 
ordering missiles fired 
at, ahem, parties who 
displease me.”

“Sez who?” she asked.
“Sez me!” Dr. Oz said,
“Quack-quack.”
“Tell that duck to shut 

up,” the Doctor ordered. 
“Do you know the cut I 
get when we sell these 
pills?”

“No.”
“Buy and already you’ll 

have learned something,” 
the Doctor said

To the editor,
John Thomas wrote here last 

week offering his concerns about 
downtown Saugatuck parking is-
sues that have been festering for 
years.

As far as solving those prob-
lems, l have no magic reme-
dies. But I offer some possible 
solutions as at least food for 
thought that can built upon. 

John mentioned concerns about 
shop owners and their employees 
arriving before their businesses 
open and taking up parking spaces 
for the entire day. 

As a possible solution, I would 
ask council member Gregory 

Muncey if it is feasible to run 
a dedicated bus from the high 
school parking lot, perhaps start-
ing at 9 or 9:15 a,m., to deliver 
owners and employees to their 
places of business. 

A second bus would make a 
return run at the shift change and 
be available to bring second-shift 
employees from the parking lot to 
their workplaces. 

Where it gets tricky is having 
a bus available to return sec-
ond-shift employees back to their 
cars. This will a be a bone of 
contention if you arbitrarily try to 
force the second shift not to park 
in town.

 This is a genuine concern 
voiced by several restaurant own-
ers about their female employees 
having to walk to high school late 
at night.

Another possibility may be turn-
ing Water and Butler streets into 
one way while instituting diago-
nal parking. Hopefully this may 
increase the number of parking 
spaces. 

Are any of these perfect solu-
tions? No. What l hope is they 
may help to start a dialog receiv-
ing input from all interested par-
ties. 

Joe Leonatti
Saugatuck

Ideas to address downtown parking

To the editor,
What was done to the wooded 

area on St. Peter’s Drive in 
Douglas was a travesty. What 
good plan or design would to-

tally annihilate all that makes a 
site beautiful? 

Our two towns settle among ex-
traordinary natural resources. If we 
are not careful we will eliminate 

what makes our area so special.
Let’s start living with nature 

instead of controlling it. 
Mike and Ruth Johnson

Saugatuck 

Live with, don’t control nature

with a flashback to the 
morning after the 2016 
election. That day, I 
walked down to the post 
office to collect my mail 
and said a quiet “good 
morning” to someone I 
passed on the sidewalk. 

She turned on me with 
a fury and shouted it was 
not a good morning and 
there would not be one 
for the next four years, 
maybe longer. Clearly, 
she was not happy with 
the election outcome.

I was led to this 
memory when I heard 
the spiritual “Great 
Day! Great Day! The 

Righteous Marchin’” on 
the radio. The song origi-
nated in the South during 
the era of legalized slav-
ery. It was a song of de-
fiance then and remained 
so during the worst of the 
Jim Crow years. 

When the Ku Klux 
Klan came into being 
during Reconstruction, 
then again a century ago, 
the song was a symbolic 
way of shaking one’s fist 
at the oppressor. Sadly, 
it’s making a comeback, 
not out of nostalgia but 
necessity.

Unless someone ex-
plained the words to the 
oppressors, they were 
probably clueless, be-
lieving it was another 
spiritual about going to 
heaven after death. That 
was completely wrong. 

The song was about that 
great day in the present 
tense: right here, right 
now, even when it ap-
pears everything is 
wrong. It is no futuristic 
pie-in-the sky theology, 
but about current events. 
The singers were deter-
mined to grasp the day 
and make it a great one.

Those of us of a certain 
age remember the 1946 

Disney movie Song of 
the South” where James 
Baskett sang “Zippity 
Doo Dah.” The words 
“what a wonderful 
day” are repeated several 
times.  

However, take a look a 
Mr. Baskett. His hat is in 
tatters, as are his clothes, 
so we know he has had 
a rough life. Even so, he 
smiles, sings and animals 
(all cartoon) come up to 
him like they did to St. 
Francis of Assisi. 

 The movie has been 
pulled from circulation 
because it did not fit 
someone’s agenda and 
they decided the song 
had racial connotations.  
That is unfortunate, be-
cause it too is a song of 
defiance.

We have a long history 
of such songs. During the 
dark days of World War 
II, Spike Jones and his 
City Slickers led the Al-
lies with the song, “In D’ 
Fuehrer’s Face” — com-
plete with a few Bronx 
raspberries stirred in for 
good measure. It was 
one of many such songs 
as well as cartoons that 
made fun of Tojo, Hitler 

www.wilcoxnewspapers.com
www.wilcoxnewspapers.com
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> edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

We have strategies to 

help you keep more of 

what you earn.

Glen A McNeil

Financial Advisor
3219 Blue Star Hwy, Suite 100
Saugatuck, MI 29453
269-857-4610

By Bill Dalton
(Scene: Hastily called news 

conference at the White House)
Press Secretary Karoline 

Leavitt: Thank you all for 
coming on such short notice, 
no pun intended. 

As you are probably aware, 
the Institute for Family Studies 
recently found that the number 
of Americans having sex has 
dropped to record lows. Fewer 
than half, or 37 percent, are 
having sex weekly, compared 
to 55 percent in 1990. 

What’s worse, the fertility 
rate is projected to average 
1.6 births per woman over the 
next three decades, well below 
the replacement level of 2.1 
births per woman required to 
maintain a stable population 
without immigration. 

Our president, the virile Don-
ald J. Trump, is here to announce 
the steps this Administration will 
be taking in the coming weeks 
— again no pun! — to address 
the sex recession crisis.

Trump: Thank you, Karo-
line, and I appreciate you wear-

ing an extremely low-cut dress 
today showing off your ample 
bosom in keeping with our 
new initiative, and thanks for 
taking off that crucifix which, 
in my opinion, is a real turn off. 
She looks hot today, don’t you 
think everybody?

Leavitt: (Blushing) Thank you 
Mr. President, under his eye.

FOX News reporter: Mr. 
President! So please tell us, how 
do we have more sex? And will 
we have to pay for it?

Trump: Some of you will, you 
know who you are, but no sex 
tariffs yet, although I’m not rul-
ing it out. But for everyone else, 
today I’m signing an Executive 
Order requiring all females in 
the United States — above the 
age of consent of course, I’m not 
making that mistake again! — to 
have sex at least once a week 
regardless of whether they feel 
like it or not. Or whether they 
find the man attractive or not. 
Or whether he’s rich enough, or 
leans to the right, and I’m not 
talking about Peyronie’s disease, 
I’m talking politically.

NPR reporter: But Mr. 
President, some women might 
find such an order offensive 
and demeaning. And how do 
you intend to enforce it?

Trump: If they love their 
country, they’ll love their man. I 
know many MAGA women will 
agree, if a man is willing to lay 
down his life for his country, he 
ought to be willing to lay down 
his wife for his country. As for 
enforcement, a special squad of 
ICE agents will be redesignated 
HOT agents, one for each house-
hold, to assure compliance.

NBC News reporter: But the 
problem isn’t the women, Mr. 
President, it’s the men. Testos-
terone levels have been declin-
ing for years. No one knows 
why. Some experts suspect too 
much social media.

Trump: That’s a hoax, fake 
news perpetrated by the United 
Nations Population Fund, which 
just wants to raise the global birth 
rate so there will be more illegal 
immigrants to sneak across our 
borders. My testosterone levels 
have never been higher, just ask 

JD Vance. I can’t keep my hands 
off him! Right JD?

Vance: (Suddenly stops ap-
plying eye liner and winces)

CBS News reporter: But if 
American men aren’t “up” for 
the task because of their low T 
levels, Mr. President, wouldn’t 
it be a good thing for immi-
grants to pitch in to help boost 
our population?

Trump: Sick minds think 
alike, that’s why I’m also an-
nouncing a special visa — a 
sex work permit if you will — 
for our beautiful Latino men 
to service our women if their 
men are too tired from Making 
America Great Again. Melania 
already has graciously offered to 
sponsor Sex Worker Zero — or 
“Zorro” as she likes to call him 
for some reason.

ABC News reporter: Mr. 
President, all of this smacks a 
little of the Handmaid’s Tale, 
a Gilead like society where 
women are reduced to noth-
ing more than breeders. How 
do you plan to sell this to the 
American people?

Trump: Here we go, ABC 
News, always refusing to see 
the upside. I was just going to 
announce that instead of wast-
ing money on Covid vaccines 
the federal government will pro-
vide free Viagra for all Republi-
cans who need it. I hear it works 
— right Bobby? — although I 
wouldn’t know.

RFK Jr.: Yes, Mr. President, 
but Health and Human Services 
will only provide free ED drugs 
for those who voted for you in the 
last election. Any man capable of 
an erection, of course, probably 
voted for your opponent.

(Gasps ripple through the 
press corps)

Trump: You find that funny? 
Go screw yourselves — or for a 
change — someone else.

Bill Dalton is a former reporter 
and editor for The Kansas City 
Star and spends summers on 
the family farm near Fennville 
raising his testosterone levels. 
His new book “Dalton’s Bend” 
is available from Amazon. Also 
free on Substack!

Dalton’s Bend: the sex recession

By Mike Wilcox
Publisher

Many of us are grieving 
the assassination of TPUSA 
founder Charlie Kirk. It’s 
unimaginable to me that a 
person debating students 
at an outdoor rally in Utah 
would be murdered.

The assassin has been 
named as Tyler Robinson, 
22. He drove 300 miles to 
climb a building rooftop, 
prepare his 30-6 rifle and 
scope, and fired a single 
bullet from 150 yards away 
that killed Kirk instantly.

I’m not here to debate 
whether Kirk was an 
American hero or not, 
however through this trag-
edy I couldn’t help think 
of the courageous deed the 
assassin’s father commit-
ted by turning his own son 
into the police.

On the surface, it seems 

Father’s painful choice shows true honor

unimaginable. Parents are 
wired to protect. From the 
time our children are born, 
we do everything in our 
power to keep them safe. 

But there comes a time, 
in rare and tragic situations, 

when love takes a different 
shape. This father faced 
one of those moments. 
Given the knowledge that 
his son had committed a 
grave crime, he made the 
most painful decision a 
parent can make.

Some will say this was 
betrayal, other it’s proof 
that today’s world has 
gone cold. But here in our 
community, we ought to 
see it for what it truly is: 
an act of honor, integrity 
and faith in something 
bigger than ourselves.

The Bible tells us in 
Proverbs that “the Lord 
delights in those who are 
truthful.” Truth, even 
when it cuts to the bone, is 
the foundation of justice. 

By refusing to cover for 
his son, this father placed 
truth and justice above 
personal comfort. He 

showed that blind loyalty 
is not the same as love. 
Real love means guiding 
someone — even your 
own child — back toward 
accountability and, hope-
fully, redemption.

We should also remem-
ber what this means for 
the community. Too often, 
crimes are hidden because 
family or friends stay si-
lent. “It’s not my place,” 
they say, or, “blood is 
thicker than water.” 

But silence in the face of 
wrongdoing doesn’t pro-
tect anyone, it allows hurt 
to spread, and it denies vic-
tims and their families the 
justice they deserve. This 
father’s courage shows 
us another way. He set an 
example not only for his 
family, but for all of us.

And perhaps most impor-
tantly, he set an example 

for our young people. In 
an age where shortcuts and 
excuses are easy to find, 
this choice reminds us that 
doing the right thing often 
comes at a cost. 

Honor isn’t about com-
fort. Integrity isn’t about 
convenience. These values 
are about standing firm in 
the truth, even when your 
heart is breaking. Our kids 
need to hear that mes-
sage, and they need to see 
adults living it out.

Here in our community, 
we know the importance 
of accountability. We 
teach it in our churches, 
schools and homes. And 
while none of us prays to 
face the choice this father 
did, his example reminds 
us that justice is not just 
the job of courts and po-
lice officers — it starts 
with ordinary people mak-

ing hard, honest choices.
This father did not be-

tray his son. He gave him 
the only chance left — to 
face what he had done, ac-
cept the consequences and 
perhaps find forgiveness. 
In doing so, he also gave 
all of us, a lesson in what 
true integrity looks like.

May we learn from it. 
And may we have the 
same courage, if ever we 
are called upon to place 
truth above comfort and 
justice above silence.

And may we learn from 
this tragedy, that violence 
is not the answer for dis-
agreements. Kirk always 
provided those with op-
posing views a forum, a 
debate. That is what our 
founding fathers wanted 
when they shaped Amer-
ica, not killing those with 
opposing views.

www.wilcoxnewspapers.com
www.artcoastrealty.com
www.buttonartgallery.com
www.edwardjones.com
www.clearbrookgolfclub.com
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MAGGIE’S PANTRY

By Maggie Conklin
Stewed Tomatoes

My ancestors canned 
vegetables every summer 
to feed them through-
out the winter. Every 
other year I go to a 
local farmer and ask for 
a half bushel of “ugly 
tomatoes,” you know, 
the ones that aren’t all 
pretty, polished and per-
fect. The ones meant for 
stewing and canning.

I usually get my half 
bushel from Latchaw 
Farms at the Saugatuck 
Center for the Arts Fri-
day farmer’s market. 
I loved that the two 
women there were in-
terested in talking to me 
about hunting too.

The next morning I got 
out a couple large pots 
for stewing and reducing 
down the tomatoes, a 
third large pot of boiling 
water for blanching and 
peeling the tomatoes, and 
a medium pot of water 
for boiling and cleaning 
the jars. That’s a lot of 
steam, so we turned on 
the above-the-stove fan.

My dear husband 
helped by continuously 
stirring and mashing the 
stewing tomatoes while 
I cored, blanched and 
peeled them. 

To peel them, I core out 
the top and cut a shallow 
cross in the bottom of 
each tomato, setting them 
aside. I place three toma-
toes at a in the boiling 
water at a time because 
it takes as much time for 
them to blanch as it takes 
me to peel three tomatoes 
out of the boiling water. 
Once peeled, they go into 
the stew pot.

Peels and cores go out 
into the compost pile, 
and we let the tomatoes 
reduce at least an inch 
from where they started 
in the pot. That’s at least 
an hour, so go rest up, 
you deserve it.

When it’s ready, boil 

clean canning jars and 
new lids, then carefully 
fill each one. Wipe off 
the rim with a clean 
paper towel before 

placing the hot lid and 
screwing on the ring. Set 
aside and wait for the 
pinging to begin.

I don’t add any salt or 

spices to my stewed to-
matoes because I can al-
ways do that later, when 
they go into goulash, 
chili, spaghetti sauce, 

tomato soup or my Ba-
hamas peas and rice.

The yield for me was 2 
quarts and 17 pints.

Enjoy!

MORNING GRIND
with Mike Johnson

You can also find us at www.jethro.fm, 
CoralGablesSaugatuck.com or saugatuckdouglas.com

Host: Mike Johnson   

Producer: Ken Whitcomb

RADIO 
SHOW

This Week on 
the GRIND

LIVE!
SATURDAYS 

7 to 9am 
from the Annex 
Coffee Shop!

Listen to The Morning Grind 
in its new home on 

JETHRO STATIONS 
WYGR 94.9FM, 98.9FM, 99.5FM, 

980AM & 1530AM

Member SIPC

What does a 
rich life mean 
to you?

September 21, 2025
The Third Sunday of the Season of Creation

Stormy weather can remind us that the “forces of nature” 

lie mostly outside of human control. 

Yet human activity has now altered Earth’s 

climate and weather patterns, 

putting the most vulnerable among us at the 

greatest risk of harm from severe storms.

Join us for worship this week with “Storm” as our theme, 

and as we seek to be inspired and equipped

for the great work of ecological healing and renewal.

“Storm,” Cindy Pinnock

Rite I – 8:30 a.m.
Contemplative Service of Holy Eucharist

Indoor Sanctuary

Rite 2 - 10:15 a.m.
Holy Eucharist with Music and the All Saints’ Choir 

Outdoor Sanctuary (weather permitting) 

Prayers for a Planet in Peril
Evening Prayer by Candlelight

5:30 – 6:00 p.m.

(Indoor Sanctuary)

The Worship service at 10:15 a.m.  will be available via live 
stream on YouTube. For more information on live streaming visit 

www.allsaintssaugatuck.org 

Each September, we join with Christians around the world 
to observe and celebrate the “Season of Creation,”  
to be inspired and equipped for the great work of  

ecological healing and renewal. 
We begin with the theme of “Ocean,” 

the water of life for this planet that now stands in great peril. 
Join us for worship at the Table of New Life! 

“Blue Whale,” Spacefrog Designs 

weather permitting

and Mussolini.
More recently, a group of 

older southern women have 
written and sing their own 
songs of defiance against the 
current oppression of mi-
norities and immigrants. 

No one expects them to 
rise in the popularity charts, 
much less change the world. 
That doesn’t stop them from 
expressing themselves. They 
are doing what they can do, 
and for them that’s enough.

I like that attitude of stand-
ing up to oppressors of all 
colors and stripes. Even the 
popular song “Singing in the 
Rain” is a way of shaking a 
fist in defiance at weather 
other people might find mis-
erable.

In 1942 Viktor Frankl and 
most of his family were kid-
napped and shipped off to 
Nazi concentration camps. 
There he watched as thou-
sands of Jews were ordered 
into the gas chambers, in-
cluding members of his own 
family. 

Each day he watched as 
more prisoners died from 
disease, starvation and the 
cold. Many of his fellow 
prisoners, he observed, had 
given up their will to live.

As a trained and highly ac-
claimed psychologist, Frankl 
found great truth in Ni-
etzsche’s teachings that “He 
who has a why to live can 
endure almost any how.”

In short, we must fight, 

push, wrestle and defy those 
who seek to restrain us, 
much less destroy our will 
and belief system. If we lose 
that personal battle, we lose 
it all.

The news media has al-
ways wanted to shovel out 
the bad news. Be it the latest 
gun violence, dire economy 
forecast or natural disaster, 
it is the day’s news leader. 
Increasingly, if it is a slow 
news day, some unscrupu-
lous media member will cre-
ate something bad or spin a 
story to make it worse. The 
reason is simple: bad news 
sells.

The only publication that 
printed only good news was 
GRIT magazine, first pub-

lished in 1880. Its popularity 
was in small towns of the 
Midwest and, surprisingly, 
its numbers kept increas-
ing throughout the Great 
Depression and World War 
II. Each edition had useful 
information on everything 
from economic meals to 
poultry raising to good news 
articles gleaned from around 
the nation.

Not only did GRIT serve 
up a big potluck of good 
news, much of it was prac-
tical, helpful articles that 
could make a positive dif-
ference in the lives of read-
ers.  That was the key to its 
success.

Combine “Great day!” 
with the cheerful lyrics of 

“Zippity Doo Dah” and 
fold in the practical side by 
GRIT, we have an unbeat-
able recipe for sheer defi-
ance.  The weather may be 
filthy, the economy stagger-
ing, politics disgusting and 
the future looks bleak, but 
guess what? No one, no-
where, not no-how can 
change my attitude. Only 
you have that power but it is 
strictly limited to your life.

There is next to nothing 
you and I can do to fix all 
the problems in the world. 
But we can make an in-
tentional decision whether 
those things are going to in-
terrupt our joy of living.

Stoppel from Page A4

filler

www.wilcoxnewspapers.com
www.1stcongregational.net
www.edwardjones.com
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www.gablessaugatuck.com
www.saugatuckdouglas.com
www.douglasucc.org
www.allsaintssaugatuck.org
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By Scott Sullivan
Editor

The Douglas “Pyramid” 
has moved down Center 
Street from the police station 
lawn to the corner of Main 
and Center.

Rado Kirov’s brightly-re-
flective stainless steel sculp-
ture, dedicated to the city in 
May 2023, had to be relo-
cated due to sale of the 47 
W. Center St. station build-
ing to Ufuk Turan, said city 
manager Lisa Nocerini. The 
$452,000 purchase closed 
last week.

The city plans to use 
sale of it and other parcels 
deemed surplus to offset 
costs of relocating police, 
city hall and public works 
offices in the 18,000-square 
foot building former Doug-

las Professional Center on 
7.8 acres fronting Wiley and 
Blue Star Highway.

Council April 24 agreed to 
sell its 1870s-built former 
church, most recently used 
by the Saugatuck-Douglas 
District Library, at 130 Cen-
ter St. to Ox-Bow Art School 
for $430,000.

The city is also eyeing bids 
on its current city hall, the 
former 1875-built Dutcher 
Lodge at 86 Center. Council 
placed restrictive covenant 
stipulations Aug. 18 on sale 
of the building, which ap-
pears on the Natural Regis-
ter of Historic Places, after 
in investment group backed 
down from its $650,000 pur-
chase agreement July 21.

That offer is now off the 
table and city realtor Bernie 

Merkle has put the property 
back on the market with a 
$599,000 asking price. “We 
have no current offers on it,” 
city manager Lisa Nocerini 
told The Commercial Record 
last Friday.

Council also Aug. 18 
approved a nonbinding 
6-month memorandum of un-
derstanding with Mosaic De-
velopment to create attain-
able housing on 17 acres at 
6825 Wiley Road once home 
of the Miro Golf Course. No 
price terms have been set.

The city June 2 further 
signed a nonbinding letter 
of intent with the Saugatuck 
Township Fire District to 
allow the latter to occupy 
the southern 5,200 square 
foot portion of the Wiley 
building as a second fire 

station. 
The STFD, which would 

maintain its current station 
at 3342 Blue Star Hwy., 
would add a 3-bay, 6-ve-
hicle garage attached by a 
breezeway to the building 
space last occupied by Hol-
land Hospital and Dr. Jason 
Myers offices. That plan is 
still being pursued.

The hand-forged, high-
ly-polished Kirov “Pyramid” 
was bought by the Maryjo 
Lemanski-led nonprofit Sau-
gatuck-Douglas-Fennville 
Arts Initiative from Water 
Street Gallery. 

It showcases the 1955-born 
artist’s “Mercury Effect,” 
developed largely when and 
where he now lives in South 
Africa, and was dedicated, 
with its pedestal to the city 

on Memorial Day weekend 
two years ago.

“Similar to a room of mir-
rors in a fun house,” said 
Lemanski then, “the sculp-
ture twists and changes, 
making the image distorted 
and intriguing. His work 
draws the viewer into the 
magic of the reflections. 

“The pyramid shape sym-
bolizes the strength of the 
Douglas community,” she 
went on, “as the foundation 
is solid and stable. 

“The upward movement of 
apex represents the positive 
direction the city is heading 
by creating a rich, vibrant, 
art-focused community,” the 
donor said.

Looking into Rado Kirov’s Douglas ‘Pyramid’ is like beholding a fun house mirror. (Photo by Scott Sullivan)

On moving a ‘Pyramid’ ...

www.wilcoxnewspapers.com
www.saugatuckdunescoastalalliance.com
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  (269) 857-2191  (269) 857-2191  
remaxsaugatuckdouglas.comremaxsaugatuckdouglas.com

A duplex very close to town.  You can live in one side and rent out the other for add-

ed income. Another benefit is when you choose to spend your Winter in a warmer 
climate there will be someone living on the property to keep an eye on things.  Each 

unit has 2 bedrooms and one bath.  Also on the property is a large 40’ x 40’ storage 

building perfect to rent out boat and RV storage, again for added income.

70% OF SAUGATUCK RESIDENTS 
ARE OVER THE AGE OF 50.

Life brings about change and challenges.
We at REMAX Saugatuck-Douglas are professionally prepared to help you.

We have agents that have achieved the designation of Senior Real Estate Specialist.

We have the tools to assist you as you transition for the future.

FOR EXAMPLE CONSIDER THIS LISTING

Bill Rowe 
Broker Consultant

Merijean Webb 
843 318-0707

Robin Buchler 
269-303-1262

Larry Hanlin 
Office Administrator

Dick Waskin 
616 218-3191

By Jim Hayden
Correspondent

Stephanie Fox will 
become new Laketown 
Township manager 
starting Sept. 29. She 
signed a 2-year contract 
to do so with town-
ship supervisor Steven 
Ringelberg Sept. 4.

“I am honored to serve 
as the next Laketown 
Township manager,” 
Fox said. “I am eager 
to work collaboratively 
with the board, staff and 
residents to accomplish 
township goals. 

“Laketown Township is 
a wonderful community, 
and I look forward to 
ensuring it continues to 
thrive,” Fox said.

The contract sets 
her annual salary at 

$110,000 with the pos-
sibility of a bonus of up 
to $15,000 if she meets 
agreed-upon objectives 
set by the board in her 
first 30 days. 

The proposed contract 
also includes added va-
cation days requested by 
Fox and evaluations of 
her performance after 90 
days and 6 months in its 
first year.

The search for a man-
ager began after 30-year 
manager Al Meshkin 
announced his retirement 
plans on July 3, 2024. 
His last day was Jan. 3.

The board hired Ryan 
Cotton of the firm 
MGT in August 2024 to 
guide the process. The 

first attempt to hire a 
replacement ended after 
the finalist withdrew on 
Jan. 28.

The board paused its 
search in an effort to 
learn how to better work 
together, going through 
training sessions. In 
June, members agreed to 
restart the search.

Fox was chosen as 
a finalist from a field 
that started with 45 
applicants and was nar-
rowed to four for inter-
views July 15.

The board voted July 
21 to begin contract 
negotiations with Fox 
pending a review of 
her references. She was 
called back for a third 

interview on Sept. 2, 
after which the board 
voted to offer her a mod-
ified contract with the 
added evaluations.

Since Meshkin’s de-
parture, Ringelberg has 
been serving as man-
ager. He will do a tran-
sition and hand off the 
role to Fox during the 
week of Sept. 29.

“Laketown has a very 
good staff to support 
the manager. I have en-
joyed my time as man-
ager, enjoyed getting to 
know and work with the 
staff, and enjoyed meet-
ing and working with 
many residents over the 
past nine months,” said 
Ringelberg.  

“I will continue to be 
involved in improving 
recycling, trash, and 
yard waste services in 
Laketown, and obviously 
I will continue as super-
visor. Miss Fox is going 
to have the support of a 
strong staff as she learns 
the job of manager and 
about Laketown, its resi-
dents, its challenges and 
its assets.”

Fox will leave her 
current position as ex-
ecutive assistant to the 
Kentwood city mayor. 
She was previously 
administrator of Ionia 
County, which is east 
of Kent County and has 
a population of more 
than 66,000.

Stephanie Fox

Fox tapped as new Laketown manager

By Jim Hayden
Correspondent

The trial period for 
Interurban Transit Au-
thority service in Lake-
town Township might 
be extended for three 
months though the cost 
for using the bus could 
increase on Oct. 1.

The township board 
agreed Sept. 10 to ex-
tend the trial period 
from its original end 
on Oct. 31 to Jan. 31, 
2026, to continue gath-
ering data on bus use. 
The extension is subject 
to agreement by the In-
terurban board.

To minimize the cost 
to the township, the 
board decided to raise 
the rates individuals 
pay. Until Sept. 30, 
adult riders pay $1, 
while children, senior 
citizens and disabled 
riders pay 50 cents. The 
township is then billed 
$7 for each pickup or 
departure in the town-
ship.

Starting Oct. 1, adults 
will pay $4 and chil-
dren, senior citizens 
and disabled riders will 
pay $2. The township’s 
share then drops to $4 
for each pickup and de-
parture in the township. 
The financial change 

are also subject to the 
Interurban board agree-
ing.

Township board mem-
bers did not want to 
stop the service but felt 
users should pay more 
so the taxpayers did not 
have to subsidize the 
rides.

In March, the board 
approved spending 
$21,000 for the trial pe-
riod from May 1 to Oct. 
31. The service has 
been so popular that the 
budget was surpassed 
this month. Supervi-
sor Steven Ringelberg 
asked the board on 
Sept. 10 to add another 
$10,000 to finish the 
agreed-upon 6-month 
trial period.

The board instead vot-
ed to add up to $26,000 
to run the service with 
the modified fares 
through Jan. 31, bring-
ing the total budgeted 
amount to $46,000, 
more than double the 
original amount of 
$21,000.

Since the trial be-
gan in May, the In-
terurban has handled 
2,857 Laketown riders, 
according to its exec-
utive director Becky 
Carten-Crandell. 

Of that, 659 were 

children, 1,685 were 
adults, 430 were senior 
citizens, and 83 indi-
viduals reported dis-
abilities.

About the Service
People who want a 

ride call (269) 857-

1418, set a time for a 
bus to pick them up at 
their location and then 
take them to another 
spot in Laketown, Sau-
gatuck Township, the 
cities of Douglas, Sau-
gatuck or Fennville and 
the wineries in Ganges 

Township.
The Interurban also 

provides prescription 
delivery services from 
Saugatuck Drug Store, 
201 Butler St., for $2 
and food delivery ser-
vices from many Sau-
gatuck-Douglas restau-

rants for a $3 charge.
Regular bus service 

hours are Monday 
through Friday, 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m.

For more on costs and 
other information, visit 
https://www.saugatuck-
interurban.org/.

Interurban bus pays call on Laketown Township Hall. (Photo by Jim Hayden)

Laketown looks to extend Interurban link

www.wilcoxnewspapers.com
www.interurban.org
www.remaxsaugatuckdouglas.com
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The West Michigan Lakeshore 
Association of Realtors donated 
more than 100 life jackets to the 
Allegan County Sheriff’s De-
partment this summer.

Last year marked the deadliest 
on record for Lake Michigan, 
with 44 drownings reported. 
Drowning remains the second 
leading cause of death among 

young children — a sobering 
statistic that inspired local real-
tors to take action. 

Through their ongoing life 
jacket drive, the Association has 
donated more than 500 jackets to 
Allegan County alone since the 
program began five years ago.

The partnership with the sher-
iff’s departments in Muskegon, 

Allegan and Ottawa counties 
ensures that donated life jackets 
reach children who need them 
most. By providing new, U.S. 
Coast Guard-approved vest-
style jackets in sizes ranging 
from infant to adult, the associa-
tion hopes to make every trip to 
the lake a safe one.

This year’s effort was made 

possible by the hands-on dedi-
cation of Community, Advocacy 
and Impact Committee member 
Wendy Ryder, who, along with 
fellow committee members Sue 
Bladek and Ed Karasek and plus 
local realtors Tammy Kerr and 
Kevin Schippa, were seen load-
ing the Sheriff Department’s 
boat at the Union Street Launch 

Ramp in Douglas July 15. 
The donation was accepted by 

county Sgt. Todd Wagner, and 
Deputies Rob Martin and Tom 
Achterhof.

Karasek emphasized the com-
munity’s role in keeping chil-
dren safe. “Together, we can 
make a difference. Together, we 
can save lives,” he said.

Realtors donate 100+ lifejackets to police
WMLAR community, advocacy and impact members joined police loading sheriff’s department boat with more than 100 life jackets July 15. 

By Jim Hayden
Correspondent

Laketown Township’s 2025 
millage rate is remaining at 4.0 
mills. The board had the option 
to collect another almost half 
mill, but unanimously decided 
not to Sept. 10 after voters sup-
ported an expanded fire millage 
in the August election.

Members set the following 
rates to be collected in the win-
ter taxes due in February:

1 mill: Operations of the 
township. The board had the op-
tion to collect up to 1.0167 mills 

but kept it at its current rate.
• 1.5 mills: Fire, Road, Drains 

and Bike Paths. This levy was 
originally 2.0 mills, was last 
approved by voters in 2024 and 
expires on Dec. 31, this year. 
The board could have approved 
up to 1.976 mills for the winter 
levy but reduced the millage to 
1.5 mills.

• 1.5 mills: Fire department. 
The voters approved this mill-
age in August and it expires 
Dec. 31, 2029. The maximum 
allowable levy possible was 
4.4927 mills.

Voters approved two re-
aligned millage requests in the 
Aug. 5 election. Before the 
ballot, 2 mills went to Fire, 
Roads, Non-Motorized Paths 
and Drains and 1 mill for Fire 
Safety and Emergency Services 
for a total of 3 mills.

The approval in August real-
located the 3 mills to 1.5 mills 
for Roads, Non-Motorized Paths 
and Drains in 2026 and thereaf-
ter, and 1.5 mills for Fire Safey 
and Emergency Services.

In other business, the board:
Confirmed that the supervi-

sor will remain the board of 
trustees representative on the 
Friends of the Felt Estate board 
of directors that oversees the 
Felt Mansion and property. Su-
pervisor Steven Ringelberg has 
been serving on the Felt board 
as acting township manager, 
a post he leaves at the end of 
September. Clerk Jim Delaney 
will remain on the Felt board as 
a representative as well.

Approved the supervisor ap-
pointing Lynn Kobes and Dale 
Burkett to the zoning board of 
appeals.

Instructed the supervisor to 
continue negotiations for cell 
towers at Farview Park and 
Sanctuary Woods Park. The 
towers would help improve 
cell service in parts of the 
township.

Agreed to start each town-
ship board meeting with The 
Pledge of Allegiance. The 
Pledge has not been recited 
at board meetings since April 
10, 2019. Before that, it was 
standard practice for decades 
to recite the oath at the start of 
meetings.

Laketown keeps steady millage rate

Respite Cappuccino Court will 
observe Respect for the Aged 
Day Sunday, Sept. 21, by pre-
paring and delivering gift boxes 
to residents of Douglas Cove.

Each will include a beverage, 

fresh cookie and note of appre-
ciation. In addition, the Douglas 
coffee shop will deliver bouquets 
of flowers to residents between 
ages 90 and 100 honoring their 
resilience through the Great De-

pression and World War II.
“Respect for the Aged Day,” 

said Respite owner Renee Wad-
dell, “is an opportunity for us 
to pause and acknowledge the 
lives and legacies of those who 

came before us.
“Our team is proud to bring 

comfort, joy and gratitude to the 
residents of Douglas Cove in a 
way that reflects the values of 
our café and community.

“Respite baristas will volun-
teer their time to assemble and 
distribute the gift boxes, con-
tinuing the café’s commitment 
to community connection be-
yond its doors,” the owner said.

Respite to show respect for elders sharing gifts 

www.wilcoxnewspapers.com
www.westmiworks.org/job-seekers
www.saugatuckdunescoastalalliance.com
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Children First Lakeshore, the 
Douglas-based 501c3 nonprofit 
that furnishes area children 
meals, recently purchased and 
decaled a new van.

Volunteers will drive the van 

weekly to pick up food from 
Feeding America in Grand Rapids 
and deliver more than 300 bags of 
it to students at partner schools in 
Fennville, Saugatuck and the In-
noAcademy Allegan Campus.

This is made possible by 
Community Church of Douglas, 
which provides food storage and 
a packing facility, plus volun-
teers to do the work.

“Our goal is simple:” said 

volunteer Birdie Wester Hol-
ley, “to provide nourishment 
for children who would oth-
erwise go hungry until Mon-
day through our weekend 
and summer meal programs.

“Our delivery process is 
now more efficient and visi-
ble,” she said.

To learn more and/or do-
nate, visit www.children-
firstlakeshore.org.

CFL has new wheels for meals
Children First Lakeshore board member and delivery driver Glen McNeil shows off new van.

The Saugatuck-Douglas 
District Library will host 
three local authors for 
“Through the Lenses” se-
ries this fall.

From deeply personal 
reflections on end-of-life 
care to sustainable invest-
ing to poetry shaped by the 
Lake Michigan shoreline, 
sersions will explore how 
local voices are engaging 
with universal themes in 
powerful ways On tap:

• Wendy Gronbeck will 
present “Gifts From the 
Edge of Life: Reflections 
of a Grateful Nurse” 
Thursday, Sept. 23 start-

ing at 6:30 p.m.
She will share stories 

from her moving col-
lection that honors the 
wisdom of those facing 
life-threatening illnesses. 
Drawing on decades of 
nursing experience, Gron-
beck reflects on the deep 
humanity revealed in life’s 
most fragile moments.

• Investor and educator 
Priya Parrish will pres-
ent “Impact Investing: 
Aligning Finance with 
Purpose Wednesday, 
Oct. 29 at 6:30 p.m.

She will discuss how 
impact investing integrates 

modern portfolio theory 
with strategies that address 
today’s pressing social and 
environmental challenges.

• Award-winning poet 
and environmental ad-
vocate Alison Swan will 
offer “Poetry of Place: 
Writing the Lakeshore 
Sunday, Nov, 16 at 2 p.m.

Swan will read from her 
work and discuss how the 
wild edges of the Great 
Lakes have shaped her 
creative voice and com-
mitment to conservation.

Registration is not 
required but space is 
limited.

Library to host ‘Through the Lens’ authors

Wendy Gronbeck Priya Parrish Alison Swan

www.wilcoxnewspapers.com
www.firstlakeshore.org
www.millpondrealty.com
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PLEASE JOIN USPLEASE JOIN USPLEASE JOIN US
SAUGATUCK CITY COUNCIL MEMBER 

Chris and Ernie Peterson 

& FORMER MAYOR

 Ken and Angela Trester

For a 

MEET & GREET

Saugatuck City Council Candidates

Russ Gardner    |   John Mayer   |  Sherry Teldaldi

Sunday September 21  1:00-3:00

971 Lake Street
Harbor Shores Condos Clubhouse

By Jim Hayden
Correspondent

Kyle Bainbridge 
grabbed a saw and didn’t 
hesitate to dive into the 
overgrown blueberry 
bushes at Huyser Farm 
Park last Friday. With 
help from Diglia Sanchez 
and Julian Kratochvil, he 
soon emerged with the 
sapling in tow.

“I grew up on a farm,” 
Bainbridge said, looking 
over the cleared area. 
“Nothing big.”

Nine volunteers from 
Fifth Third Bank tackled 
overgrowth at the La-
ketown Township park, 
removing unwanted sap-
lings and vines as part 
of the Day of Caring 
coordinated by the Heart 
of West Michigan United 
Way.

Hundreds of volunteers 
from around West Mich-
igan helped nonprofit 
organizations through the 
event.

Township parks com-
missioner Mary Jo Ber-
tolino directed the volun-
teers. Laketown facilities 
operator Jeff Partyka 
supplied the volunteers 
with rakes, saws, loppers 
and other equipment.

In past Day of Car-
ing events, volunteers 

Volunteers show care clearing Huyser Farm Park

painted the Old Town-
ship Hall and spread 
woodchips on trails at 

Farview Park in 2023, 
and cleaned sand off 
the stairs at Laketown 

Township Beach in 
2022.

Huyser Farm Park, 

at 4188 64th St. is 102 
acres with trails, a creek 
and diverse plant and 

animal habitats. There 
are 6.5 acres of organic 
blueberries as well.

Fall will bring a new 
“Collecting the Lake-
shore: Storied Art at the 
History Center” exhibit 
to the Saugatuck-Douglas 
History Center, 130 Cen-
ter St., Douglas starting 
Friday, Sept. 26. 

It will explore stories 
embodied in art and arti-

facts of the lakeshore, col-
lected by the Center over 
more than 30 years. 

The nearly 40 original 
works will invite guests to 
go deeper into the region, 
asking what’s remained 
the same and what has 
changed over more than a 
century. 

Though worthy of study 
individually, the exhibit 
also sets these artifacts 
into conversation with one 
another. 

The display, curated 
by SDHC executive di-
rector Eric Gollannek, 
showcases paintings by 
founding Ox-Box artists 

Francis Chapin, Frederick 
Fursman and Edgard Rup-
precht; subjects featuring 
maritime life, domestic 
scenes and still lifes, land-
scapes of river, lake, dune 
and town scenes. 

Guests can experience 
Saugatuck’s working wa-
terfront, historical hotels, 

quiet interior spaces and 
the Big Pavilion through 
sculpture, oil paintings, 
pastels, etchings, litho-
graphs and watercolors. 

The center will host a 
VIP preview cocktail hour 
Thursday, Sept. 25 for 
Lifetime Members and 
will open to the public 

starting the next day from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

While the summer sea-
son comes to a close, the 
History Center will remain 
open throughout the year. 
For more information 
about the SDHC and up-
coming fall events, visit 
www.MySDHistory.org.

History Center to unveil fall art show

Dalton’s Bend
The book. 

Great stocking stuffer, Great stocking stuffer, 
firestarter, etc.firestarter, etc.

Available from Amazon $12.99

www.wilcoxnewspapers.com
www.westedgerealty.com
www.mysdhistory.org
www.annecorlett.net
www.saugatuckdunescoastalalliance.com
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n see Tours, Page B5

SYNOPSIS MINUTES  
LAKETOWN TOWNSHIP  

BOARD OF TRUSTEES REGULAR MEETING  

SEPTEMBER 10, 2025  

Supervisor Ringelberg called the workshop meet-
ing of the Board of Trustees to order at  6:00 p.m.  

PRESENT: Jim Delaney, Jim Johnson, Mike Koe-
man, Steven Ringelberg, Mark Timmerman  AB-
SENT: None  

The following motions were made, supported and 
carried:  

To approve the minutes of Sept. 3, 2025.  

That the supervisor continue to be the represen-
tative of the Board of Trustee on the Friends  of 
the Felt Estate board of directors.  

That the supervisor appoint Lynn Kobes and Dale 
Burkett to the zoning board of appeals.  To ap-
prove the expenditure report for August 2025.  

To continue to have the supervisor negotiate for 
a cell signal tower in Farview Park.  To continue 
to have the supervisor negotiate for a cell signal 
tower in Sanctuary Woods.  

To adopt ride payment on the Interurban of $4 for 
adults, $2 for seniors, children and  disabled, so 
as to reduce the Laketown Township payment to 
$4 per ride, eƯective October  1, 2025 to the end 
of January 2026.  

To increase the budget allocation for the Interur-
ban by not more than $26,000 to cover the  Inter-
urban extended trial period.  

To approve the millage allocation as presented 
in the L-4029 with millage rates of 1.0  operating, 
1.5 Fire, Road, Bicycle, Drain and 1.5 Fire for a 
total of 4.0 mills rather than the  full 4.4927 autho-
rized by the voters and by law.  

To begin each meeting with the Pledge of Alle-
giance after Call to Order, to be led by the  super-
visor or his delegee.  

To adjourn at 8:23 p.m.  
Jim Hayden  
Public Information Coordinator 

ACR Heating
Bartz Rumery
Bill Underdown / Century 21 
Affi  liated
Boniface
Country House Furniture
Dunes View Kwik Shop
H & R Block

Hopkins Propane
James Brandess Studios & 
Gallery, Inc
Kabri Martyniek / State Farm 
Insurance
Lynx
Mark Bekken / Saugatuck 
Harbor Insurance

Sebright
Tammy Kerr / Better Homes 
& Gardens Real Estate
Uni-Pac
Waanders
Wright Fence

By Jordan Wilcox

Assistant Publisher

The Village of Hopkins is preparing for a 

spirited new celebration when the First Annual 

Viking Day makes its debut on next Saturday, 

September 27. The Village Park, at 128th Ave-

nue and Franklin Street, will serve as the back-

drop for an afternoon of family-friendly games, 

a chili cook-off , and an evening bonfi re. 
The festivities begin with the Viking Family 

Games at 3 p.m., featuring challenges such as 

Planko, the Sucker Tower, and Viking Ducks. 

These games promise fun for children and 

adults alike while setting a lively tone for the 

rest of the day.

At 4 p.m., the Viking Ship Race begins. 

Crews of four are tasked with building a 

“Viking ship” to carry bed-race style across 

the lawn of the Village Square. The race is a 

thrilling contest of speed, stamina, and perhaps 

a bit of fl air, culminating in the winner being 
crowned Best Viking — although prizes will be 

awarded to fi rst, second, and third places. 
From 5 through 7 p.m., the Hopkins Fire Barn 

will host the Hopkins Organization of Parents & 

Educators’ (H.O.P.E)

Chili Cook-Off . For only $5, participants can 
purchase a fl ight of chili, oyster crackers, and 
two voting tickets to crown the best chili in 

town. All proceeds raised will directly benefi t 
the students and teachers of Hopkins Elementa-

ry, and the best chili cook will win a basket full 

of Vikings spirit wear.

Simultaneously, the event shifts toward 

evening with a Community Bonfi re starting at 
5 p.m. and continuing through 9 p.m. Hopkins 

residents are invited to gather around the fi re for 
warmth, conversation, and the closing moments 

of what organizers hope will become a mean-

ingful tradition.

Viking Day is the product of collaboration 

among Hopkins Hometown Celebrations, 

H.O.P.E., Acclaimed Catering, S&S Bailey’s, 

Hopkins Public Schools, and other local part-

ners. Additional details, including entry or 

participation requirements and any updates, 

are expected to be shared through the event’s 

Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/

events/2586915608314981/?active_tab=discus-

sion

Hopkins to celebrate 

First Annual Vikings Day

COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT

THIS COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT IS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

By Jim Hayden
Correspondent

Scores of people 
walked around the Felt 
Estate and through rooms 
in the historic mansion 
as part of the final Free-
For-All tour event of the 
season Sunday, Sept. 7.

Tours with admission 
fees continue through 
December. Halloween 
events are ahead in Oc-
tober.

One special visitor was 
Constance Lochridge, 
great-granddaughter of 
Dorr and Agnes Felt. 
Lochridge and her hus-
band Scott, who live in 
Tennessee, were touring 
the Midwest and stopped 
at the mansion to share 
historical Felt family 
photos.

The Free-For-All 
events, the first Sunday 
of the month during the 
summer, started in 2024 
as a way to share local 
history and thank the 
community for its sup-
port in the restoration 
process.

Tours with admission 
charges are still available 

throughout the fall and 
early winter. Self-guided 

tours are $10 for adults, 
$8 for seniors (60 and 

older), $5 for children 
8 and older and free 

children under. Tickets 
may be purchased upon 

Felt Estate fountain makes a great place to stop and catch your breath. (Photo by Jim Hayden)

arrival. No advance res-

Felt Estate fall tours begin

www.wilcoxnewspapers.com
https://www.facebook.com
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www.forestridgefarms.com

Call or text 616.994.3861
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Forest Ridge Farms Seed & Feed

SEED
Ryegrass Seed

Austrian Winter Forage Peas

Purple Top Turnip

Certified IDA White Oats
Horizon Field Peas

FEED
IDEAL Apple Flavored Wildlife Mix

IDEAL Backyard Wildlife Mix
IDEAL Value Mix

Lucky Buck Mineral
Black Oil Sunflower Seeds

Promote your 
offerings to 
hundreds of local 
readers alongside 
by advertising in 
the Commercial 
Record.

The Commercial 

Record

269-857-2570

Your 
Advertising 
Sweet 
Spot

ervations are required.
A self-guided tour 

generally lasts about an 
hour guided by a book-
let including archi-
tectural and historical 
details about the estate. 
Tour times vary by 
season and are listed 
on the event calendar. 
For more on tours, 
visit https://www.felt-
mansion.org/visit.

Tickets are now 
available for the pop-
ular “Hauntings & 
History Nights” Oct. 
24, 25 and 30 at 7, 8 
or 9 p.m. Each session 
accommodates 30 peo-
ple. No tickets at the 
door. Tickets are $32. 
For more information, 
visit https://www.felt-
mansion.org/halloween

Guests embark on a 
journey through time 
as the estate’s rich his-
tory and supernatural 
phenomena intertwine. 
This year’s experience 
begins in the chapel 
where those who have 
personally confronted 
the spectral mysteries 
share their encounters.

Step into a realm 
cloaked in darkness, il-
luminated by the glow 
of candles. Explore the 
estate’s hidden corners.

During this 90-minute 
self-guided expedition, 
guests can access areas 
rarely revealed to the 
public. Those with a 
penchant for mingling 
with the ethereal can 
arm themselves with 
an EMF detector, in-
frared thermometer, or 

REM Pod and partake 
in your own ghostly 
quest.

On Oct. 31, elemen-
tary school goblins 
and ghouls can visit 
the mansion for indoor 
trick-or-treating from 
3:30 to 5:30 p.m. This 
is a no-cost event, but 
donations are encour-
aged.

Guests are welcome 
to wear costumes (no 
winter jacket needed) 
and visit after school 
to explore the mansion 
while collecting candy 
and other goodies.

The Michigan De-
partment of Natural 
Resources from Sau-
gatuck Dunes State 
Park will host carnival 
games in the party tent.

Construction of 
the mansion began 
in 1925. Felt’s wife 
Agnes died in 1928 
after the house was 
complete. Dorr died a 
year-and-a-half later.

After his death, the 
estate became a semi-
nary for the Augustin-
ian order attended by 
Pope Leo XIV. After 
the seminary closed, 
the land became a state 
prison and Michigan 
State Police post be-
fore it was purchased 
by Laketown Town-
ship.

The mansion has 
been restored and is a 
top historical and edu-
cational site as well as 
a wedding and event 
destination.

Tours from Page B4

Volunteer Dan Remondino of Michigan’s Edge Mountain Bike 
Association installs a new informational sign at the bicycle 
skills area at Shore Acres Park.

By Jim Hayden
Correspondent

A new informational sign installed 
Aug. 21 explains the Shore Acres Bike 
Park Skills Area at Shore Acres Park, 
6602 138th Ave., in Laketown Town-
ship.

The site is complete and includes 
tracks for beginners, advanced and areas 
for expert jump-lines. The sign also 
shows parts of the 1.9-mile cross-coun-
try bike loop.

It highlights rules for the skills areas, 
noting the area is for non-motorized use 
only, riders should always yield to foot 
traffic and respect all trail users.

Volunteer Dan Remondino of Michi-
gan’s Edge Mountain Bike Association,  
the group that oversees the area, in-
stalled the sign.

The 40-acre Shore Acres park owned 
by Laketown Township includes a disc 
golf course, the biking course and trails, 
hiking trails that link to Saugatuck 
Dunes State Park and Lake Michigan, 
and the Felt Estate.

Shore Acres 
bikers have 
new sign 
unto them

www.wilcoxnewspapers.com
www.mansion.org/visit
www.mansion.org/halloween
www.forestridgefarms.com
www.littlecitysf.com
www.pennyroyalprovisions.com
www.saugatuckdunescoastalalliance.com
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Interior Design

110 W. Allegan St.

(M-89) Otsego, MI

269.377.6645

www.skpdesign.com

Sondra@skpdesign.com

SAUGATUCK HARBOR 

INSURANCE AGENCY

269-857-1751

AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • LIFE • MEDICARE

102 Blue Star Hwy  Ste 118  Douglas
Visit us at: shinsurance.com

Rent a Water Softener 

for $35/mo.

Add an RO for only $5/mo more.

* Call for details

269-382-0068

NEW BUILDING OPEN FOR BUSINESS.
6464 124th AVE. FENNVILLE, MI 49408

Greg 
Hulsebos 
Contracting
Call or text 616-786-5077

Licensed 

and Insured

Complete 
Remodeling 
Services 
Kitchens/baths, 
custom cabinets, 
tile (floors, 
repairs)

Vintage Furniture

Vintage Barware

Home Goods

Gourmet Foods

Gifts

One-of-a-kind
items

UPSCALE MERCANTILE
161 N. Blue Star Hwy., Douglas MI
Open Daily  •  Easy Parking

www.upscalemercantile.com  

www.wilcoxnewspapers.com
www.affordablesurfaces.com
www.upscalemercantile.com
www.patrickmurphyhomes.com
www.michigantile.com
www.skpdesign.com
www.timerlandson.com
www.shinsurance.com
www.matrixconstructioninc.com
www.havemanelectric.com
www.bartlett.com
www.saugatuckhomewatch.com
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S & S 
Custom Builders

We pride ourselves 

on quality craftsmanship

10815 Cressey Road

Plainwell, MI 49080

(269) 623-4788

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

FREE ESTIMATES

CLASSIFIEDS
Misc.

Cell Service

Generators

CONCRETE CONCRETE 
CONSTRUCTION, CONSTRUCTION, 

PATIOS SIDEWALKS, PATIOS SIDEWALKS, 
DRIVEWAYS, FLOORS. DRIVEWAYS, FLOORS. 

Free estimates Free estimates 

Call 269-377-3950Call 269-377-3950

Safe Step. North America’s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehen-
sive lifetime warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call 
Safe Step 1-855-861-4501

Consumer Cellular - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage 
as the largest carriers. No 
long-term contract, no hidden 
fees and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited talk 
and text, starting at just $20/
month. For more information, 
call 1-866-306-6243

Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-855-773-8191 
today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a genera-
tor. It’s a power move.

Saugatuck cross country teams place second at Holly 
By Jason Wesseldyk
Sports Editor

HOLLY—Under the lead-
ership of the husband/wife 
team of Rick and Angelina 
Bauer, the Saugatuck cross 
country team has never shied 
away from tough competi-
tion.

Case in point: the Trail-
blazers moved up a Division 
at the Holly Duane Raffin 
Festival of Races on Sat-
urday, Sept. 13, in order to 
compete against some bigger 
schools they don’t otherwise 
have the opportunity to race.

The result was runner-up 
finishes for both the Sau-
gatuck girls and boys teams 
in a field comprised largely 
of Division 2 teams.

Saugatuck is in Division 3 
for MHSAA classification, 
with both ranked second in 
the most recent state poll.

“I could not be more proud 
of how our runners rose to 
the challenge today,” Rick 
Bauer said. “Second place 
(against this level of compe-
tition) is no small feat. 

“Both our boys and girls 
went up against top-ranked 
teams and showed tremen-
dous heart, discipline and 
teamwork.”

The Saugatuck girls fin-
ished with 67 points, putting 
them just 13 points behind 
winner Ann Arbor Father 
Gabriel Richard, which is 
ranked 13th in Division 2.

“We purposely opted up a 
division at Holly to see the 
better competition,” Ange-
lina Bauer said. “(The strong 
finish) is a reflection of the 
hard work all summer and 
season—early mornings, 
tough workouts and believ-
ing in one another.”

A trio of Saugatuck runners 
earned top-10 finishes: Kam-
ryn Sixberry was sixth at 
19:51, Alina Martinson was 
seventh at 19:55 and Livia 
Curtis was 10th at 20:22.

Ellyse Heyser was 20th at 
21:11 and Savannah Van-
DenBerg rounded out Sau-
gatuck’s scoring runners, 
placing 27th at 21:26.

“This is such a fantastic 
group of hardworking and 
fun girls,” Angelina Bauer 
said. “They know how to 
have fun, but they know how 
to focus as well.”

The Saugatuck boys, 
meanwhile, finished with 84 

points. Only Flint Powers 
Catholic—the second-ranked 
team in Division 2—fared 
better, checking in with 32 
points for the win.

Hillside Academy—
ranked second in Division 
4—was third with 87 points.

Marcus Silva paced Sau-
gatuck, checking in at 16:39 
to place eight. Fellow junior 
Grant Rehkopf joined him 
in the top 10, placing 10th at 
16:44.

Sophomores Ira Brown 
(17:07) and Jackson Bow-

man (17:18) placed 13th and 
17th, respectively, while se-
nior Sammy Gamboa was 
Saugatuck’s fifth and final 
scoring runner. He placed 
36th at 17:57.

By Jason Wesseldyk
Sports Editor

GRAND JUNCTION—
The SAC cross country jam-
boree at Warner Camp on 
Wednesday, Sept. 10, has 
special meaning for mem-
bers of the Saugatuck boys 
and girls teams.

The Trailblazers dedicated 
the races to the memory of 
Brett DeMond, a longtime 
supporter of the program 
who passed away last month.

DeMond was a driving 
force behind the Town Crier 
Races, which serve as the 
primary fundraiser for the 
Saugatuck cross country and 
track programs.

“Our athletes ran with both 
purpose and gratitude today,” 
Saugatuck girls coach An-
gelina Bauer said. “We’re 
proud to honor Brett’s legacy 
through our effort and com-
mitment on the course.”

The Saugatuck girls won 
their race with 33 points—28 
points better than runner-up 
Hackett—while the Sau-
gatuck boys were second 
with 68 points.

Black River won the boys 
race with 41 points.

“We were very pleased 
with our performance,” 
Bauer said. “We know that 
there are some pretty good 
teams in our league, so we 
are happy to have the compe-
tition and go after reclaiming 
the title.”

The Saugatuck girls had a 
streak of 13-straight confer-

ence title that was snapped in 
2020. The Trailblazers have 
been trying to get back to 
the top of the standings ever 
since.

“We’ve have been clawing 
our way back to where we 
were, and it feels great to be 
back in the position where 
we can be competitive with 
the top again,” Bauer said. 
“Our girls have put in the 
work and have worked ex-

tremely hard to revive and 
restore traditions that were 
killed during the COVID 
seasons. 

“Those traditions had 
helped us to many champi-
onships and top-10 finishes 
(at the State Finals), and 
these girls brought them 
back without having seen an 
example. They understand 
our program’s history and 
are focused on making their 
own history. They’re living 
in the moment, enjoying the 
ride and loving racing.”

Saugatuck’s Alina Mar-
tinson was second overall in 
the girls race with a time of 
19:19, with teammate Kam-
ryn Sixberry close behind in 
third at 19:20. Lyvia Curtis 
was broke the 20-minute 
mark, placing sixth at 19:54.

Ellyse Heyser was 10th at 
21:13 and Savannah Van-
DenBerg was 12th at 21:15.

In the boys race, Saugatuck 
got a fifth-place effort of 
16:56 from Grant Rehkopf. 
Ira Brown (12th at 17:34), 
Sammy Gamboa (16th at 
18:06), Ashton Skinner 
(18th at 18:21) and Sawyer 
Monroe (20th at 18:36) also 
scored for the Trailblazers.

This was the first of three 
league jamborees. The jam-
boree scoring system weighs 
the first two meets at 25 per-
cent each, with the final jam-
boree deciding 50 percent of 
the overall standings.

Saugatuck girls take first at 
SAC jamboree, boys take second

By Jason Wesseldyk
Sports Editor

Emma Gosler and Tali 
Laskowski combined for 19 
kills and 30 assists for the 
Saugatuck volleyball team 
against visiting Coloma on 
Tuesday, Sept. 9.

That effort helped carry 
the Trailblazers to the 22-
25, 25-18, 27-25, 23-25, 
15-12 victory.

“The girls played great to-
night, coming together and 
digging back after a deficit,” 
Saugatuck coach Christina 
Lewis said.

Gosler paced Saugatuck 
with 11 kills and 16 assists. 
Laskowski had eight kills 
and 14 assists.

“Emma and Tali were 
beasts on the net,” Lewis 
said.

Laskowski also had 19 
digs, which was one better 
than teammate Gabbie Co-
chran. 

“Tali kept a level head and 
really led the team on the 
court tonight,” Lewis said.

Jocelyn Johnson added a 
team-best four aces to go 
with five kills.

By Jason Wesseldyk
Sports Editor

FENNVILLE—The boys 
soccer showdown between 
archrivals Saugatuck and 
Fennville on Monday, Sept. 
15, ended in a 1-1 tie.

The Blackhawks started 
the scoring, getting a first-
half goal from Angel Vil-
lalobos. Saugatuck got the 
equalizer in the second half 
when Chase Seeley found 

the back of the net off an 
assist from Dante Holley.

And that’s where the 
game ended.

Henry Gannon made 16 
saves for the Trailblazers.

On Wednesday, Sept. 10, 
Saugatuck cruised to a 7-0 
win over Hart. Holley and 
Charlie Robison led the 
way with two goals and 
an assist each, while Justin 
Crawford, Grady Gross and 

Nicoli Viten-Johansen each 
scored once.

Tommy Bullinger had 
two assists, while Gannon, 
Quinn Rodewald and Da-
vidson Nieuwsma each had 
one assist.

On that same day, Fenn-
ville best Black River 4-2.

Villalobos and Josue Ba-
hena each scored twice for 
the Blackhawks. Chava 
Carranza was credited with 

two assists, while Ethan 
Coffindaffer had one assist.

Trailblazers tie Fennville in boys soccer

Saugatuck outlasts Coloma

Page leads Trailblazers to one-sided win over Brandywine
By Jason Wesseldyk
Sports Editor

NILES—Back when Dan 
Patrick was a regular anchor 
on ESPN’s “SportsCenter,” 
one of his catchphrases was 
“you can’t stop him, you can 
only hope to contain him.”

Well, the Niles Bran-
dywine defense definitely 
wasn’t able to stop Sau-
gatuck senior running back 
Max Page on Friday, Sept. 
12. And the Bobcats didn’t 
do much to contain him, ei-
ther.

Page torched Brandywine 
for 203 yards on 15 car-
ries—a 13.5-yards-per-carry 
average—with five rushing 
touchdowns to lead the Trail-
blazers to the 64-18 win.

The victory was the sec-
ond in a row for Saugatuck 
following a season-opening 
loss.

“This was a big win on the 
road with a huge night by 
Max Page,” Saugatuck coach 
Bill Dunn said. “Max is one 
of our senior captains, and he 
did a great job.”

Not that Page accom-
plished that feat alone.

“It was another excellent 
job upfront by the offensive 
line,” Dunn said.

Page started the scoring 
with a 4-yard run in the first 
quarter. He added a 3-yard 
scoring run in the second 
quarter, before finding the 
end zone three times in the 
third stanza on runs of 59, 20 
and 25 yards.

In addition to Page, two 
other Saugatuck play-
ers—Will Soule and Alek 
Diaz—found the end zone 
on the ground. Soule (56 
yards on six carries) scored 
on a 3-yard run in the sec-
ond quarter, while Diaz (46 
yards on two carries) scored 
on a 43-yard run in the fourth 
quarter.

Saugatuck quarterback 
Walt Bos also got into the 
scoring act, finding older 
brother Sam Bos for a 35-
yard touchdown.

Saugatuck—which led 
7-0 after one quarter, 22-0 
at halftime and 40-12 after 
three quarters—also got a 
defensive score from Jack 
Drummond on a 30-yard in-
terception return in the final 
quarter.

“The defense did a great 
job of containing Bran-
dywine’s most explosive 
player, Kaeden Warfield, and 
creating turnovers that were 
converted into points,” Dunn 
said. 

Dunn couldn’t find much 
about the game he was un-
happy about.

“We did a great job in all 
three aspects,” he said. “The 
offense took care of the ball 
with no turnovers. The de-
fense created four turnovers 
that the offense was able to 
convert to points and Dante 
Holley and our special teams 
play was outstanding.”

Holley was a perfect 
7-for-7 on extra-point kicks. 
He also threw for a 2-point 
conversion in the first quar-
ter following a bad snap on a 
PAT attempt.

Page racked up a team-best 
eight tackles, with Drum-
mond going for five. Bos 

had 4.5 and Nolan LaLonde 
chipped in with four.

Mason Leslie joined 
Drummond with an inter-
ception, while Soren Peter-
son and Carlos Perez each 
recovered a fumble.

Jack Drummond, seen in an earlier game, returned an inter-
ception for a TD against Brandywine. (Photo by Scott Sullivan)

Members of the Saugatuck boys cross country team are seen at the start of the Holly Invitational. (Photo provided)

Saugatuck’s Gabbie Cochran serves during the match with 
Coloma. (Photo by Scott Sullivan)

Alina Martinson placed sec-
ond at the SAC jamboree.
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