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Getting there’s half the fun
... and on the lakeshore, we take outdoor trails to do so. This week, let’s take a harvest peek. (Photos by Scott Sullivan)

On the road again
Saturday’s 13th annual Lakeshore Harvest Ride 

proved tasty for close to 600 bicyclists taking back-
roads between Saugatuck-Douglas and South Haven. 
It did too for Friends of the Blue Star Trail, who 
raised close to $40,000 for their cause See inside.

www.millpondrealty.com
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It was hot on the trails 
Thursday as Saugatuck 
and Hamilton middle 
school runners embarked 
on the second-ever cross 
country meet there.

Landscaper Glen Heav-
ener, coaches, parents 
and other Trailblazer 
program friends last year 
cut, groomed and cleared 
a one-mile loop through 
woods and scrub near 
Saugatuck Township’s 
6-acre Tails ‘n’ Trails 
Dog Park, goal to give 
young harriers at long 
last their own home 
course.

Also out that way lies 
what supporters see 
as the larger prize: the 
Saugatuck city-owned 
170-acre Old Airport land 
from which airplanes 
�Q�H�Y�H�U���À�H�Z�����%�R�W�K���S�D�U�F�H�O�V��
lie in the township east 
of I-196, near 63rd Street 
and 134th Avenue. 

The city bought its tract 
in 1936 for $12,000 hop-
�L�Q�J���W�R���K�R�V�W���À�L�J�K�W�V���L�Q���D�Q�G��
out of the area. It has sat 

largely unused since, save 
for storing leaves, brush 
and public works gear 
on a few of its acres. It 
hosted a snowmobile club 
�D�Q�G���V�H�Q�L�R�U���F�H�Q�W�H�U���E�U�L�H�À�\��

The city — as a Prior-
ity 3 “Acceptable” if not 
“Primary” 1 goal last year 
— explored possible uses 
of the Old Airport land. A 
similar 2009 study done 
by Williams & Works of 
Grand Rapids led council 
to stay on its course, let-
ting the tracts’s real estate 
value appreciate.

That was then. A new 
council, working with 
city and township parks 
committees, in 2023 
brought in the Outdoor 
Discovery Center to re-
assess possible parcel 
�X�V�H�V���7�K�H���Q�R�Q�S�U�R�¿�W���Q�D�W�X�U�H��
group’s 56-page study 
can be reviewed on the 
city’s website www.sau-
gatuckcity.com.

School cross country 
coaches and fellow out-
�G�R�R�U���¿�W�Q�H�V�V���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V��
found a private donor 
family to the tune of 
$130,000 to create an 

Young harriers keep eyes on Old Airport prize

ODC-recommended:
• Trail head (estimated cost 

$20,000),
• Parking area ($40,000),
• Trails with signage ($15,000), 

and
• Invasives/habitat restoration 

($35,000).
Figured in also were $20,000 for 

�D���F�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���H�D�V�H�P�H�Q�W���R�Q���G�H�¿�Q�H�G��
portions of the parcel. The new park 
would be open year-round for nature 
hikes, picnicking, cross-country ski-
ing and more public uses.

Council critics have cautioned en-
thusiasts to slow down and do more 
due diligence, i.e. perform an inde-
pendent economic-impact study.

What is the land’s real current 
value? Does the donor have strings 
attached? What do taxpayers cede 
withan ODC-recommended conserva-
tion easement limiting future uses on 
some of the land? What will taxpayer 
costs be for ongoing maintenance? 
Hasn’t council itself said the city has 
higher-priority budget needs?

Runners from both neighbor 
schools gave less thought to that 
than tackling the course on a 
near-breezeless 85° late afternoon. 
For them, coaches, parents and 
school friends cheering them on, it 
was more about step-by-step get-
ting there.Saugatuck Middle School boys  pause to pose before shedding sweat at Thursday’s meet.

Saugatuck girls cross country coach Angelina Bauer.A meditative moment before getting underway.

www.wilcoxnewspapers.com
www.gatuckcity.com
www.jaquarealtors.com
www.milakeshorevacations.com
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No Lakeshore Harvest Ride through Michigan’s Art Coast is complete without rolling past Hooter Lane. (Photos by Scott Sullivan)

Lakeshore riders enjoy Harvest feast

Friends volunteers kept bikers spirits and tummies fed.

Close to 600 riders rode 
collectively more than 20,000 
miles during Saturday’s 
13th annual Lakeshore Har-
vest Ride fundraiser for the 
Friends of the Blue Star Trail.

A brilliant day greeted rid-
ers exploring and embracing 
the scenic rolling countryside 
between Saugatuck-Douglas 
and South Haven. Roughly 60 
percent began from and ended 
at Schultz Park in Douglas; 
the Kal-Haven Trailhead in 
South Haven served as start/
�¿�Q�L�V�K���I�R�U���W�K�H���U�H�V�W��

More than half the riders (54 
percent) were female  -- male 
participation climbed 8 per-
cent this year to 46. Almost 
90 percent were 40 years old 
or older.  

Riders followed well-
marked routes ranging from 
15 to 62 miles. They could 
visit 15 stops along the way 
including wineries, a cider 
mill, microbrewery, art stu-
dios, farms and more.  

They were able to make 
each stop with benefit of a 
free concierge service to de-
liver their purchases back to 

their starting points. 
At three lunch sites and 

multiple snack stops along the 
routes, riders consumed ap-
proximately 700 sandwiches, 
600 brownies (courtesy of 
Farmhouse Deli), 300 cook-
ies (thanks to Barden’s Farm 
Market), 300 tangerines and 
300 bananas (courtesy of Lake 
Vista Super Valu), and 15 gal-
lons of gelato (thanks to Palaz-
zolo’s Artisan Dairy)

The event raised more than 
$40,000 towards building 
the Blue Star Trail, a 20-mile 
paved recreational path that 
will connect South Haven to 
Saugatuck, including all peo-
ple and communities between.

�³�:�H���Z�R�X�O�G���O�L�N�H���W�R���W�K�D�Q�N���¿�U�V�W��
the riders,” said event chair 
Jack Eisinger. “It would not 
have been possible without the 
tremendous group of 125 vol-
unteers who work tirelessly to 
make this event special for our 
riders.

“Our 45 sponsors are key 
�W�R���W�K�H���U�L�G�H�¶�V���¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���V�X�F-
cess, with special thanks to 
the Saugatuck-Douglas Area 
Convention and Visitors Bu-

reau, our lead sponsor, and 
our Diamond sponsor Mei-
jer,” he continued..

“I love riding in the LHR,” 
said Ride manager and par-
ticipant Kim Redlin. “What 
a special event — a warm 
early-fall day along the lake-
shore, good friends, smiling 
faces and an invigorating 62-
�P�L�O�H���U�L�G�H���²���S�O�X�V���L�W���D�O�O���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V��
the Blue Star Trail which will 
connect us all.”

“We are so happy,” said 
Friends president Clark 
Carmichael, “to organize a 
ride which attracts so many 
visitors to our area from all 
over the Midwest, creates 
�H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���E�H�Q�H�¿�W���I�R�U���R�X�U���F�R�P-
munities and generates funds 
needed for ongoing building 
of the trail.”

He noted the BST’s north 
section through Saugatuck 
city and township is on track 
to be built next spring, re-
sulting in 4.5 miles of con-
tiguous trail running from 
Douglas north to connect to 
Laketown Township’s Beeline 
Trail.

“Planning is underway for 

the next section going south from 
Douglas, which will add another 
3 miles from Wiley Rd to M-89,” 
Carmichael went on. “An applica-
tion for a large Michigan Depart-
ment of Transportation grant to 
help fund this section is scheduled 

for this fall.”
Friends are also working with 

community leaders and engineers 
on the planned south end from 
the Kal-Haven Trail head north to 
North Shore Drive in South Haven 
in 2026, Carmichael said.

DOUGLAS

FENNVILLE

6561 122nd Avenue • $644,900
A private oasis of lush rolling hills dotted with 
grazing horses combined with a scrupulously 
restored home with a gourmet kitchen, heated 
�À�R�R�U�V���� �V�D�X�Q�D���� �D���V�F�U�H�H�Q�H�G���L�Q���S�R�U�F�K���� �6�D�Y�R�U���S�U�L��
vacy & solitude, yet mere minutes to nearby 
�U�H�V�W�D�X�U�D�Q�W�V�����J�D�O�O�H�U�L�H�V�����Z�L�Q�H�U�L�H�V���	���V�K�R�S�S�L�Q�J��

Amy Yarde • 616-312-9930

MACATAWA

FENNVILLE

HOLLANDSOUTH HAVEN

4695 Indianapolis Ave • $2,395,000
Welcome to the Good Life in this exquisitely 
�F�U�D�I�W�H�G�� �/�D�N�H�� �0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q�� �F�R�W�W�D�J�H���� �Z�L�W�K�� �O�X�[�X�U�\�� �¿�Q��
�L�V�K�H�V���D�Q�G���J�R�U�J�H�R�X�V���Z�D�W�H�U���Y�L�H�Z�V�����(�Y�H�U�\���U�R�R�P���R�I��
this home has been lovingly remodeled from top 
�W�R���E�R�W�W�R�P����

Michigan Homes & Cottages 616-594-0749 

54th Street • $115,000
�(�Q�M�R�\�� �W�K�H�� �O�X�[�X�U�\�� �R�I�� �S�U�L�Y�D�F�\�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�L�V�� �S�D�U�W�L�D�O�O�\��
wooded 5 acres lot, located next to 200 acres 
�R�I�� �6�W�D�W�H�� �O�D�Q�G���� �*�U�H�D�W�� �W�R�� �H�Q�M�R�\�� �K�X�Q�W�L�Q�J���� �Q�D�W�X�U�H��
�Z�D�O�N�V�����R�U���W�R���E�X�L�O�G���\�R�X�U���G�U�H�D�P���K�R�P�H�����2�Q�O�\���D���I�H�Z��
�P�L�Q�X�W�H�V���D�Z�D�\���I�U�R�P���/�D�N�H���0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q��

Clarivel Delucas Valdez • 269-906-7132

NORTON SHORES

2073 Reneer Avenue • $198,900
�2�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\�� �W�R�� �E�X�L�O�G���H�T�X�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G���W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�� �W�K�L�V��
�K�R�X�V�H�� �W�R�� �\�R�X�U�� �+�R�P�H���� �7�K�H�� �E�H�G�U�R�R�P�V�� �	�� �O�L�Y�L�Q�J��
�U�R�R�P���K�D�Y�H���K�D�U�G�Z�R�R�G���À�R�R�U�L�Q�J�����H�Q�F�O�R�V�H�G���S�R�U�F�K����
large kitchen, full basement with 1/2 bath and a 
�����F�D�U���J�D�U�D�J�H�����$�G�G���D���L�Q�J�U�H�V�V���D�Q�G���H�J�U�H�V�V���Z�L�Q�G�R�Z��
�W�R���P�D�N�H���W�K�H���E�H�G�U�R�R�P���G�R�Z�Q�V�W�D�L�U�V���F�R�Q�I�R�U�P�L�Q�J����

 Dave Nadeau • 616-836-7620

SAUGATUCK

3430 Riverside Drive • $ 5,999,900
�(�[�W�U�D�R�U�G�L�Q�D�U�\�����I�X�O�O�\���U�H�P�R�G�H�O�H�G���D�Q�G���U�H�L�P�D�J�L�Q�H�G��
home boasting over 5,000 sq ft of luxurious liv��
ing space and a rare 157 feet of prime frontage 
�R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �.�D�O�D�P�D�]�R�R�� �5�L�Y�H�U���� �7�K�L�V�� �S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\��
designed masterpiece, is situated in one of the 
�P�R�V�W���F�R�Y�H�W�H�G���D�U�H�D�V���R�I���6�D�X�J�D�W�X�F�N����
Michigan Homes & Cottages 616-594-0749

4121 65th Street • $530,000
Lovely Ranch situated on 3 acres in Laketown 
�7�R�Z�Q�V�K�L�S�����7�K�R�X�J�K�W�I�X�O�O�\���G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G���I�H�D�W�X�U�L�Q�J���W�Z�R��
large main level bedrooms with WICs, private 
�E�D�W�K�V���D�Q�G���V�F�U�H�H�Q�H�G���S�R�U�F�K�H�V�����6�R�D�U�L�Q�J���F�H�L�O�L�Q�J�V��
�D�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���D�E�X�Q�G�D�Q�W���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���O�L�J�K�W��

Amy Yarde • 616-312-9930

550 Williams Street • $1,495,000
Nestled at the edge of the vibrant downtown 
waterfront, this highly successful vacation rental 
boasts stunning, expansive views of the Black 
�5�L�Y�H�U�����)�H�D�W�X�U�H�V���W�Z�R���V�S�D�F�L�R�X�V���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���U�R�R�P�V�����W�Z�R��
kitchen spaces, four bedrooms, and six bath��
�U�R�R�P�V����

 Nico Leo • 810-602-0564 

149 Harbor Court 14 • $490,000
�(�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�� �O�X�[�X�U�\�� �O�L�Y�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�� �W�K�L�V�� �P�H�W�L�F�X�O�R�X�V�O�\��
maintained condominium with stunning views 
�R�I�� �W�K�H�� �6�D�X�J�D�W�X�F�N�� �+�D�U�E�R�U���� �7�K�L�V�� �H�[�T�X�L�V�L�W�H�� �U�H�V�L��
�G�H�Q�F�H���I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V���D���¿�U�V�W���À�R�R�U���E�H�G�U�R�R�P���D�Q�G���D���V�H�F��
�R�Q�G���À�R�R�U���S�U�L�P�D�U�\���V�X�L�W�H�����S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J���Y�H�U�V�D�W�L�O�H���O�L�Y�L�Q�J��
�D�U�U�D�Q�J�H�P�H�Q�W�V����

Nico Leo • 810-602-0564

SAUGATUCK

813 Allegan Street •  $670,000
Beautiful home on the hill with an oversized 
�O�R�W�����+�R�P�H���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���Z�H�O�O���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�G���D�Q�G���L�V��
�P�R�Y�H�� �L�Q�� �U�H�D�G�\���� �:�D�O�N�� �W�R�� �G�R�Z�Q�W�R�Z�Q�� �V�K�R�S�V��
�D�Q�G�� �U�H�V�W�D�X�U�D�Q�W�V���� �%�H�D�X�W�L�I�X�O�� �\�D�U�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �O�D�U�J�H��
�G�H�F�N���I�R�U���H�Q�M�R�\�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�X�P�P�H�U���Q�L�J�K�W�V�����+�R�X�V�H��
�L�V���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\���D���V�K�R�U�W���W�H�U�P���U�H�Q�W�D�O����

 Sharon McBash • 616-848-0067

FENNVILLE

2763 58th Street • $630,000
Discover unparalleled privacy on this expan��
�V�L�Y�H���������D�F�U�H���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\�����I�H�D�W�X�U�L�Q�J���D���S�L�F�W�X�U�H�V�T�X�H��
pasture, storage garage, and a spacious 4,500 
�V�T���I�W���S�R�O�H���E�D�U�Q�����1�H�V�W�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�L�V���V�H�U�H�Q�H���O�D�Q�G��
�V�F�D�S�H���L�V���D���F�K�D�U�P�L�Q�J�������E�H�G�U�R�R�P���U�D�L�V�H�G���U�D�Q�F�K��
�R�I�I�H�U�L�Q�J���F�R�P�I�R�U�W���D�Q�G���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O��

Nico Leo • 810-602-0564

PENDINGNEW LISTING

NEW LISTING NEW LISTING SOLD

Michael 
Bojko  

616-218-9414

Michael 
Deem

616-262-3974

Ellen 
Dvorak  

703-587-5212

Dave Hulst  
616-813-2751

Michigan Homes & Cottages

Kim 
Laaksonen  
616-836-0132

Dave 
Nadeau  

616-836-7620

Amy 
Yarde  

616-312-9930

Ron 
Seiler  

269-214-0253

Clarivel 
Delucas  

269-906-7132

Sharon 
McBash  

616-848-0067

Bernie 
Merkle  

616-355-3695

Nico 
Leo 

810-602-0564

www.wilcoxnewspapers.com
www.ewing.com
www.lakes.com
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�'�D�U�W�K�¶�V���'�H�D�W�K
Darth Vader died Sept. 

9. Or maybe the day be-
fore, I don’t know. Actor 
James Earl Jones, who 
played the Dark Force 
villain in “Star Wars” 
movies, was 93. There 
was no cause given.

Too bad he missed the 
next night’s presidential 
debate. Donald Trump and 
Kamala Harris went at it 
with words, not light sa-
bers. Who “won” depends 
on which side one thinks 
is Dark, which Light.

Jones, per his obit, 
was born in a shack in 
Arkabutla, Miss., on Jan. 
17, 1931, by the light of 
an oil lamp. His mother 
brought him at age six 
to her parents’ farm in 
Dublin, Mich. between 
Manistee and Cadillac. 
His grandparents raised 
him there.

Traumatized by the 
disruption, Jones looked 
back in his autobiogra-
phy, he started stuttering, 
Afraid to speak for years, 
he became a virtual mute 
till a high school teacher 
made him read aloud one 
of his poems to the class.
So a star was born.

Jones went on to win 
a drama degree from the 
University of Michigan, 
where he played four 
years of basketball. After 
a two-year Army hitch, 
he resumed acting for 
Manistee’s Ramsdell 
Theater, then reunited 
with his father in New 
York City.

From there, Jones 
played not just Darth; 
he was voice of Musafa 
in the “Lion King” and 
played Terence Mann in 
the 1989 movie “Field of 
Dreams.” The line “Build 
it and they will come” 
from that film still rings 
for those who watched it.

Trump and Harris dis-
played different types of 
vocal prowess in their 
premier and, now it ap-
pears, only face-to-face 
confrontation. No Darth-
like labored breathing 
between shotgun sound 
bites; both were on the 
clock to pack in every 
punch they could.

It brought to some 
minds the 1980 title tilt 
between President Jimmy 
Carter and Ronald Rea-
gan. Reaga, an affable 
former actor, was com-
fortable on his home turf 
in front of cameras.

“Are we better now 
than we were four years 
ago?” he asked, leading 
with a left jab. Ex-Geor-
gia peanut farmer Carter 
dodged straight into his 
rival’s right. “There you 
go again,” Reagan coun-
tered, suggesting and he 
and voters had heard Car-
ter’s ineffective shtik too 
many times before.

Back to movies. “No 
... I am your father,” 
Jones-née-Vader” re-
vealed to his son-turned 
nemesis Luke Skywalker 
in that year’s “Star Wars 
Episode 5: The Empire 
Strikes Back.”

In 1983’s “Episode 
6: Return of the Jedi,” 
Darth, dying, warns. 
Luke, “You don’t know 
the Power of the Dark 
Side. I must obey my 
master.”

Do Trump and Harris 
have a master or mis-
tress? Who?

Spinning reels 44 years 
ahead, had Jones lived 

to prompt Trump and 
Harris before last week’s 
debate,, picture what 
Forces they might have 
unleashed on each other 
and We the People”: 

“ I am your father,” 
Donald would bait Ka-
mala. 

“Yeah: I’m your mo-
ther,” she might bark back, 
like in a 1920s through 
‘70s Borsch Belt skit.

When talk turned to 
Haitians eating dogs in 
Ohio, I thought of Jef-
frey Dahmer fleeing that 
state’s university to prey 
on boys in Milwaukee till 
apprehended. The horror, 
the horror.

South of the border, 
eating dogs is legal; 
Fidos roast on spits in Ti-
juana windows. There is 
hunger everywhere, Haiti 
no exception. Legal U.S. 
citizen Dahmer was a dif-
ferent kind of alien, one 
from humanity. Where do 
despair’s depths end?

Harris, 59, smiled al-
most maternally when 
“Daddy” Trump brought 
that up. In “Debate 1: 
Age Strikes Back” almost 
three months earlier, 
Trump, 78, looked on as 
Joe Biden, 80, fell into 
lapses many feared were 
coming.

Three months nearer 
Election Day now Dems, 
who felt doomed under 
Joe, look refreshed. Sure, 
Harris will make mis-
takes; she is human. Still, 
in that spotlight she came 
off fresher, more nimble 
and empathetic than her 
elder did.

Both hopefuls forecast 
gloom and doom should 
the other win but Happy 
days will be here again 
post Nov. 5 should enough 
voters see the light.

We the near-Senile 
have an edge having 
lived through so many 
forecast world ends -- 
Y2K, 9-11 ... that turned 
out not so. We remem-
ber “Apocalypse Now” 
(1976) started with “The 
End,” The Doors’ ulti-
mate song of dread but it 
went on anyway. Now, 
where did we leave our 
glasses ...?

Can we last a day with-
out media — mea culpa 
— trumpeting “Trump 
swears retribution on 
“Childless Cat Lady” 
Taylor Swift? Nor one 
bemused by how today’s 
pop charts’ Queen of 
Tarts can sway votes? 
You bet. 

Dog Star Sirius (pro-
nounced “serious”) still 
is the brightest star in our 
night skies. Jones’ light 
has not dimmed either.

Together, let’s make 
America great again.going 
back to the years our fa-
�Y�R�U�L�W�H���¿�O�P�V���²���³�:�L�]�D�U�G���R�I��
Oz” (1939)? “Casablanca” 
(1942)? .. — were made. 
America was then and 
will always be.

James Earl Jones, R.I.P.

ON THE FENCE. Just because they are too young to vote doesn’t mean young Saugatuck runners don’t have 
time to keep learning before making informed decisions. It might even help. (Photo by Scott Sullivan)

To the editor,
It’s a pretty basic premise that 

if you want someone to hear your 
message, you don’t distract them 
by inclusion of outrageous re-
marks, especially if they’re irrele-
vant to your point. 

Publisher Mike Wilcox had 
some legitimate opinions about 
Congressional vacations in last 
week’s column that might have 
held sway with a large number of 
his readers.

But when sharing his criticisms 
about Congress, tossing in the re-
mark that “our leader, Joe Biden, 

has dementia” immediately deafens 
many potentially receptive ears. 

It becomes especially distract-
ing at a time when many feel 
that the elderly, former president 
is deranged as he incites racial-
ly-based violence with false 
claims “they’re eating the dogs!” 
or spends his time passionately 
debating crowd sizes.

The fact that my response is 
dedicated to that single, off-topic 
line demonstrates that he derailed 
my train of thought to an unin-
tended destination. 

Just as with the former President, 

Mr. Wilcox seems unable to stay 
on message. I know that many CR 
subscribers routinely and deliber-
ately skip over his column. Perhaps 
that’s due to these unnecessary 
diversions or other incendiary re-
marks that are not even germane.

Owning the soapbox does not 
make one an articulate or skilled 
writer. It merely provides the 
means for you to say what you 
will. Persuasion or enlightenment 
requires that you engage your au-
dience, not alienate them.

James Cook
Saugatuck Township

Make your point, please

To the editor,
Last month, I announced my 

intent to run for the District 3 seat 
on the Allegan County Board of 
Commissioners in November. 

Due to the unfortunate death 
of Commissioner Dean Kapenga 
before the Aug. 6 primary elec-
tion, my understanding was that 
it would be a write-in only race, 
with no candidate’s name on the 
ballot. Such a race for all inter-
ested candidates was a campaign 
we knew we could win. 

However, Republican county 
clerk Robert Genetski decided 
to place the name of a GOP re-
placement on the Nov. 5 general 
election ballot, after first refusing 
to do so. With limited time until 
then, this created an unfair disad-
vantage for any declaring to run 
as a write-in. 

Both the county and Michigan 
Democratic parties, along with 
legal counsel, reviewed laws sur-
rounding the situation of how the 
ballot is to be handled should a 
candidate pass away before the 
primary, therefore before s/he is 
nominated to appear on the gen-
eral election ballot. 

They agreed with my assessment 
of the law and Clerk Genetski’s 
first instinct — it must be an all 
write-in ballot. Our campaign 
team made many attempts over 

several weeks to gain clarification 
on the legality of the clerk’s deci-
sion from the Bureau of Elections 
within the Secretary of State’s 
office, but no one replied.

The Michigan Democratic Party 
retained an attorney for me in this 
matter. With still no replies, we 
took the matter to the state Court 
of Claims.

Last week, that court dismissed 
my claim against the Secretary 
of State, stating that she does not 
have a clear legal duty to des-
ignate which candidates can be 
included on the ballot. However, 
in a separate case we brought, 
Kent County Circuit Court Judge 
Jay Quist, sitting in for Alle-
gan County judges who recused 
themselves, dismissed my claim 
against Genetski, saying he ap-
propriately relied on guidance 
from the Secretary of State that it 
was appropriate for him to place a 
name on the ballot. 

This opinion is contrary to the 
Court of Claims opinion that 
the SOS does not have a “clear 
legal duty to designate which 
candidates can be included on 
the ballot.” How did Clerk Ge-
netski receive guidance from the 
Secretary’s office when multiple 
people, including attorneys, could 
not?

More disappointing than losing, 

however, is the time, effort and 
resources that could have been 
saved had we just received the 
same response given to Mr. Ge-
netski. 

I would continue to run if we 
could see any way forward in this 
race. There simply is not enough 
time to run an effective write-in 
campaign against a person whose 
name, I still believe, was wrongly 
placed on the ballot. 

What brings me immense joy 
are all of you who jumped up and 
asked how they could help. In my 
decade in West Michigan, I have 
made connections with such great 
humans always looking for ways 
to make this world a better place. 

To my campaign team — 
Glenna, Janet, Bobbie, Comfort 
and John — I am humbled by 
your faith in me. To nonprof-
its like Beautify Pullman, plus 
political activists like the Sau-
gatuck-Douglas Dems and Pull-
man Progressives, thank you for 
working toward a better future for 
everyone in West Michigan. 

I also thank the county and 
state Democratic Party for their 
support. I leave this race with a 
full heart knowing that we did 
the right thing alongside the right 
people.

Christi Allen
Fennville

Why I exited county race

www.wilcoxnewspapers.com
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After writing a piece on 
teaching penmanship in 
school, my mind drifted 
sideways toward learning 
how to print in first and 
second grades, and then 
cursive writing a year 
later.  

We had to practice 
making each letter of the 
alphabet, in upper and 
lower cases, then string 
letters together to form 
words, then tie them to-
gether in sentences and 
paragraphs. The rough 
part was when our minds 
worked faster than our 
hands. Eventually, most 
of us caught on to the 
right pace, more or less. 

The commandant of our 
junior high study hall, an 
ex-math teacher who had 
despised my dad because 
he wrote with his left 
hand, one day spotted me 
doing the same, slapped 
�P�\���¿�Q�J�H�U�V���Z�L�W�K���D���U�X�O�H�U���D�Q�G��
shouted I too was sinister. 
Not knowing Latin then, I 
thought he meant I was a 
bad guy, not lefthanded.

An uncle gave me a 

Cross Pen for high school 
graduation, claiming it was 
given him by Gerald Mur-
phy in 1919. My father 
gave me a pen-and-pencil 
set he and other members 
of the Odd Fellow Lodge 
received when they en-
listed in 1942. Mother 
gave me a Montblanc 
roller ball pen — all of 
which I still have but con-
fess use seldom these days.

My pens have a nasty 
habit of walking away. Set 

one down for a moment or 
two, someone else picks 
them up. That explains 
�Z�K�\���E�D�Q�N�V���D�Q�G���S�R�V�W���R
v�F�H��
branches lock pens to 
chains on their counters.

Montblanc was perhaps 
the best-known luxury 
pen maker, for good 
reason. This year they 
are celebrating a century 
�V�L�Q�F�H���¿�U�V�W���U�H�O�H�D�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U��
Meisterstuck (master-
piece) implement. 

Other companies also 
make wonderful pens out 
of everything from solid 
precious metals to careful-
ly-crafted lava and obsid-
ian, all being well beyond 
my price range.  

In an era when everyone 
seems to exercise their 
thumbs while texting or 
making the computer keys 
clatter, there is something 
both elegant and archaic 
about a pen. It’s like lis-
tening 78 RPM records 
being played on a wind-up 
Victrola, or using cameras 
where apertures, focus 
and light sensitivity must 
to be set before pushing 
shutters to put the images 

�R�Q���U�H�D�O���¿�O�P��
I commented at my fa-

vorite bank that I missed 
the old bowls of pens set 
out. The teller said they 
were out and likely may 
not come back. Most, I 
suspect, end up in desk 
drawers out of fear we 
won’t have them if they 
are needed.

“There is hardly any-
thing in the world,” En-
glish critic John Ruskin 
wrote, “that some man 
cannot make worse and 
sell cheaper, and people 
who consider price are 
his only lawful prey.”

For centuries monks 
laboriously copied busi-
ness documents and 
produced lovely Bibles. 
With the Renaissance 
came a growing demand 
for young men with good 
�K�D�Q�G�Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J���W�R���V�W�D
u���R�I-
�¿�F�H�V���D�Q�G���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�H�V��

Being a secretary was 
considered a man’s job 
until 1914 when World 
War I began and many 
such men were con-
�V�F�U�L�S�W�H�G�����:�R�P�H�Q���¿�O�O�H�G��
their places. Even when 

Gutenberg’s moveable 
type press was developed, 
�W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���G�U�D�I�W���Z�D�V���K�D�Q�G-
written and then printed 
by machine.

�7�K�H���¿�U�V�W���V�K�R�W���Z�D�V���¿�U�H�G��
across the bow of the pen 
in the 1884 when Mark 
Twain wrote “Huckle-
berry Finn.” kept his 
method a secret from 
everyone but his pub-
lisher and swore him to 
secrecy. 

Reason: the manuscript 
was written on a type-
writer. It was a clumsy, 
ugly, awkward device to 
�X�V�H�����E�X�W���P�R�U�H���H
v�F�L�H�Q�W��
than pushing a pen.

Some reacted with out-
rage when word came 
out; other writers fol-
lowed and bought type-
writers of their own.

Journalists Ernest Hem-
ingway, Edward R Mur-
row, Andy Rooney and 
�P�R�U�H���Z�H�Q�W���R
u���W�R���Z�D�U���F�D�U-
rying portable typewriters 
in small boxes. Ernie Pyle, 
who had survived the 
war in Europe, was killed 
while writing a column in 
�W�K�H���3�D�F�L�¿�F���L�Q��������������

When humorist Will 
Rogers was criticized for 
his fractured grammar, 
he replied, “Thank you, 
but I get paid to write, 
not to read.” Mike Royko 
surpassed them all, tap-
�S�L�Q�J���R�X�W���������������F�R�O�X�P�Q�V��
during his long career in 
Chicago.

Few of us want to go 
back to writing with quill 
pens dipped in inkwells, 
�V�P�X�G�J�L�Q�J���R�X�U���¿�Q�J�H�U�V���E�\��
changing typewriter rib-
bons, using White-Out to 
repair a mistake on a page 
�R�U���¿�G�G�O�H���Z�L�W�K���F�D�U�E�R�Q��
paper trying to align two 
pieces of paper.

Manual typewriters 
were replaced with elec-
tric ones, then IBM Se-
lectrics improved on that 
method with their “danc-
ing balls.”

Still, no writing ma-
chines will ever replace 
the elegance of a good 
pen and soft sound of 
the ink being applied to 
paper. Let’s not lose a 
long heritage merely in 
�W�K�H���Q�D�P�H���R�I���H
v�F�L�H�Q�F�\��

�� ���������������
��‚ƒ����•��
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Barbara McNally, AAMS™
Financial Advisor
45 Blue Star Highway, Douglas
269-857-5626

Glen A McNeil
Financial Advisor
3219 Blue Star Highway, Saugatuck
Suite 100
269-857-4610
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I was riding my bicy-
cle (yes, the same bike 
I fell and broke my hip 
from a year ago) about 
8 miles from home 
when I heard a loud 
splat: my back tire had 
gone flat. 

Thankfully, my girl-
friend was riding with 
me, because I’d not 
brought my cell phone 
and we were out in the 
middle of nowhere. She 
rode on to our home and 
returned in our car an 
hour later to retrieve the 
flattened bike and me.

While I waited, I 
rested the bike against 
a tree and sat next to it 

The bicycle hippie who overcame addiction

waiting for her arrival. 
�$�E�R�X�W���������P�L�Q�X�W�H�V���O�D�W�H�U����

a long-haired scruffy 
guy came up and asked 
if I needed help. I said 
I was fine, but he in-
sisted on sitting with 
me until I knew my 
ride would arrive.

So we sat and talked. 
He had worked most 
of his life at Ford Mo-
tors, wanting then to 
become a hippie and 
live on the beach. But 
his dream life became 
a nightmare when he 
turned alcoholic, con-
�V�X�P�L�Q�J���������E�H�H�U�V���D���G�D�\��
with a bit of vodka for 
good measure. He had a 
refrigerator next to his 
bed, so when he got up 
at night to use the bath-
room he could consume 

a beer. He was a mess.
Then one day he 

had a seizure, was on 
the floor writhing in 
pain and fear for what 
seemed an eternity 
... then suddenly the 
seizure stopped. He 
climbed to his feet and 
was more clear-headed 
than he’d been in years.

He had no more de-
sire to drink alcohol, 
but a huge one to praise 
Jesus and the Lord be-
cause, in his mind, they 
had created the miracle 
that made him a new 
person. 

�7�K�D�W���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q��������
years ago. Now he 
spends his days help-
ing others, especially 

those who drink too 
much alcohol. He hopes 
sharing his story can 
change minds of others 
along the way.

The man’s sincerity 
struck me. His recovery 
and new belief made me 
believe too miracles can 
happen. I have heard 
other such stories of re-
demption along my way.

We all know a family 
member or friend who 
has been snakebit by 
the alcohol devil. It is 
�D�V���F�R�P�P�R�Q���D�V���W�K�H����������
bill. 

Breaking away from it 
can be so hard it seems 
impossible.  Often it 
takes tons of willpower 
and counseling. Many 

can quit drinking for 
a week or month but 
return to it as soon as 
something bad happens 
in their lives.

My heart goes out to 
those who are strug-
gling with any addic-
tion. Just know there 
are many stories like 
this bicycle hippie’s 
tale. You too can beat 
the addiction devil.

You don’t need alco-
hol or drugs to numb 
the pain you are feeling 
from an unexpected 
loss or disruption in 
your life. Just turn to 
Jesus and he will help 
you overcome it. 

I’ve seen it happen 
many times. It can hap-

www.wilcoxnewspapers.com
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�+�D�]�H�O�¶�V���2�U�D�Q�J�H���&�D�N�H
I write on my father’s 

94th birthday. What 
new gift can you give 
such a man? I usually 
fall back on something 
consumable.

“Do you remember 
Aunt Hazel’s orange 
cake?” I asked and 
Dad’s eyes lit up. Prob-
lem solved: I’ll make 
him his mom’s famous 
cake!

The hand-written rec-
ipe stated “Great-great 
Aunt Anne” on it. She 
was my Grandpa Bak-
er’s Aunt Anne, born in 
1894. 

You can honor her 
memory by making this 
cake and enjoying it 
with your loved ones. 
Perhaps even your aunt, 
especially if her name is 
Anne.

Oven 350°F.

• 1 cup sugar
• 1 egg
• 2 cups flour, sifted
• 1 tsp baking powder
• 1 cup raisins, 

chopped
• 1/3 cup butter
• 1 cup buttermilk or 

whole milk

• 1 tsp baking soda
• 1 tsp vanilla
• 1 orange rind, 

chopped
Cut the orange in half 

and squeeze the juice 
into a soup bowl. Set 
aside. Clean out the 
pulp from the rind and 
cut the rind into little 
bits. Cut the raisins that 
way too.

Blend cake ingredi-
ents, pour into greased 
8” x 13” cake pan, and 
bake for 45-50 minutes.

�)�U�R�V�W�L�Q�J���,�Q�J�U�H�G�L�H�Q�W�V
• Juice of one orange
• 1 cup sugar

Pour sugar into the 
orange juice bowl and 
stir. Let it sit the entire 
time the cake is baking, 
so the sugar dissolves. 

Once the cake is done, 
take it out of the oven 
and use a toothpick 
to poke a dozen or so 
little holes in the cake 

vertically. 
Pour the frosting on 

top and use the back 
of a spoon to spread it 
evenly. The frosting 

will harden into crack-
ling goodness as it 
cools.

Enjoy!

Ed “Eddie” Welk, 78 
passed away on Sept. 3 
2024 at Blodgett Hos-
pital in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan at Blodgett 
Hospital. 

He was born July 4, 
1946, in Oak Park, Ill., 
the son of Robert and 
Jean (Rehm) Welk. He 
married Barbara Ryder 
on Sept. 3, 1972.

Ed is survived by his 
wife, Barb, three chil-
dren, Nicole (Greg) 
Carlson, Doug (Brit-
tany) Welk and Laura 
(Doug) Hartman; seven 
grandchildren, Grace, 
Isabel, Maggie and Sam 
Carlson; Mykah Welk; 
and Dakota and Jakob 

Hartman; two sisters, 
Denise (Mark) Renie 
and Karla (Jim) Dob-
beck, sisters-in-law, 
Susan Cull and Deb 
Ryder; and four nieces. 

Preceding him in death 

were his parents; his sis-
ter, Virginia; brothers-
in-law, Dr. Roland Cull, 
John Sherman and Jack 
Ryder.

Ed was in the Navy 
for four years, sta-
tioned in Japan and the 
Philippines. When he 
got home in 1970, he 
met Barb and they got 
married two years later. 

Ed received his un-
dergraduate degree 
from Boston Univer-
sity, and later, his 
MBA from the Univer-
sity of Illinois.

During the mid-‘70s 
Ed began his journey 
into the political scene. 
He worked for Illinois 

Gov. James R. Thomp-
son from 1977 until 
1991 and on the Senate 
staff for a number of 
years. He then had a 
great career as a lobby-
ist representing hospi-
tals throughout state. 

While living in 
Rochester, Ill., he was 
served on the school 
board from 1993 to 
2009, acting as its pres-
ident for a majority of 
those years.

Nearing his retire-
ment, he and Barb 
moved to Fennville, 
where Ed continued his 
interest in local gov-
ernment, serving on the 
Saugatuck Township 

Planning Commission 
for many years. 

His many interests 
included cheering for 
the Chicago Bears, hav-
ing had season tickets 
for 55 years, gardening, 
entertaining friends at 
their home, cooking, 
enjoying political dis-
cussions with friends 
(or foes), checking the 
stock market ups and 
downs and fishing for 
musky in Canada and 
tarpon in Costa Rica.

BUT his main inter-
ests and loves were his 
wife, three children, 
their spouses and his 
grandchildren. He 
reveled in all of their 

accomplishments and 
consoled them during 
any failures. He was a 
devoted friend to many 
people and trusted by 
everyone he met.

A celebration of Ed’s 
life was held Sept. 9 at 
Community Church of 
Douglas. A future ser-
vice will be held at Koke 
Mill Christian Church 
in Springfield, Ill., Sat-
urday, Oct. 12 at 2 p.m., 
with visitation preceding 
the service at 1.

In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made 
to Wounded Warriors 
or Tunnel to Towers. 
Eddie truly believed in 
taking care of veterans.

Ed Welk, 78
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The search to find a replacement for 
retiring 35-year Laketown Township 
Manager Al Meshkin is underway.

Ryan Cotton of MGT, formerly GovHR 
and hired by the township for about 
$25,000, met with the township board 
Sept. 4 to lay down the timeline for his 
firm’s search.

Deadline for applications is Oct. 9 with 
comparative review of resumes starting 
Sept. 27.

Meshkin in July announced his plans to 
retire Jan. 3, 2025, giving the board six 
months to find and hire his replacement 
and to oversee a smooth transition. 

The job advertisement, posted Sept. 

10 at mgt.us, describes township his-
tory, government structure and role of 
the manager. The post requires having 
a bachelor’s degree and five years of 
administrative/supervisory experience 
in local government with responsibility 
for budgeting, personnel, purchasing and 
human resources.

Preferences include the candidate hav-
ing experience as a township or city 
manager, or at least as assistant in a 
comparably-sized or larger organization. 
A graduate degree in business, public ad-
ministration, finance, law or related field 
is preferred as well. The pay range will 
be $115,000 to $140,000.

Cotton told the board he expects 20 to 
24 viable applicants, with six to eight 

qualified acceptably. The goal is to have 
the new manager start between Dec. 30 
through Meshkin’s last day in office Jan. 
2 next year.

The board agreed to a special closed 
meeting Oct. 23 for Cotton to present 
proposed finalists. Those chosen to be 
interviewed will lose their right to confi-
dentiality after that.

First open-to-the-public interviews will 
start Oct. 30 at 9 a.m. A second round 
will begin Nov. 6 at 3 p.m.

A conditional offer could be extended 
Nov. 13, according to Cotton’s timeline.

The final decision on a new manager is 
expected to fall to a newly-elected town-
ship board following the Nov. 5 election.

Laketown manager search kicks in post Cotton pick

The disc golf course at 
Shore Acres Park was filled 
with Third Coast Champi-
onship flingers Friday and 
Saturday.

Each played one round at 

Sand Ridge Disc Golf Course 
in Bridgman, another at South 
Haven’s Lake Arvesta and a 
third on grounds near Lake-
town Township’s Felt Man-
sion.

The Professional Disc Golf 
Association-sanctioned com-
petition, which featured both 
pro and amateur divisions, 
was sponsored by Westside 
Discs and the Paul McBeth 

Foundation to raise funds to 
create more such courses.

Laketown’s 40-acre park 
near Lake Michigan also 
features a pump bike track, 
bicycle course and walking 

trails. Dorr Felt’s restored 
mansion, chapel and carriage 
also lie on its grounds.

For more information, visit 
laketowntwp.org or feltman-
sion.org.

Felt �ing sets discs free

Ryan Cotton
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Face it America, you’re fat.
Everybody was thinking 

it. I said it. Let the hating 
begin.

Fat shaming is our latest 
social taboo — looking at 
you, Lizzo. But ignoring a 
public health crisis just so 
some people can feel better 
about themselves is even 
more cruel.

Being “fat” is OK. Being 
“obese” isn’t. Once upon a 
time, people ate to live. Now 
they live to eat.

Even America’s proudest 
symbol is porky. In Missouri 
conservation officers found 
a bald eagle they thought 
was injured but turned out 
just “too fat” to fly.

Of course, we’re fortunate 
we have so much to eat. In 
Sudan children stand on 
their parents’ shoulders to 
pick leaves off trees to boil 
because that’s all that’s left 
to eat. When the trees are 

defoliated there’s no nearby 
drive-thru at McDonald’s.

In America people grumble 
about the price of groceries 
but rarely about scarcity. 
Our cups runneth over, with 
shelves at Costco and Sam’s 
Club stocked to the ceilings. 
So much food that the average 
family of four throws away 
$1,500 worth every year.

Living in a land of plenty 
is a blessing and a curse, but 
like all curses there are con-
sequences.

As a nation we’re commit-
ting “fatricide.” (In Dalton’s 
Dictionary fatricide is sui-
cide by food.) We’re eating 
ourselves to death. More 
than one-third of U.S. adults 
now meet the clinical defini-
tion of obesity.

Lack of exercise also is 
to blame, with many people 
suffering from “dead butt 
syndrome.” (Look it up, it’s 
a thing.)

No one needs to be bored 

by going through the list 
of ailments associated with 
obesity (it also increases 
your risk of dying from 
Covid), so I’ll only mention 
one that gets ignored out of 
fear — cancer.

Obesity greatly increases 
your chances of 13 types 
of cancer. Maybe if doctors 
focused more on that more 
people would lose weight. 
Many people quit smok-
ing after health officials 
pounded the “C” word into 
our collective consciousness.

Maybe you’ll get lucky 
like some three-pack-a-day 
smokers get lucky. But you’re 
playing obesity roulette.

Obesity also is like cancer. 
The earlier you start fighting 
it the better. It’s a lot easier 
to lose 15 pounds than 150. 

By then many folks are 
caught in the yo-yo dieting 
trap. Diets and weight-loss 
programs, however, only 
work for the people making 

money off them. 
The only thing that works 

is lifestyle changes: Eat less, 
eat right, exercise often. The 
only person who profits is 
you.

Unfortunately, losing 
weight takes self-discipline 
and that commodity is usu-
ally in short supply. Fortu-
nately, to the rescue comes 
— and this is so American 
— drugs. 

O-O-O-Ozempic! If that 
tune isn’t burned into your 
brain by now you don’t 
watch enough television. 

The crazy thing is it works 
— if you can afford it — 
which many people can’t.

But if our government 
wanted to save lives (and ba-
jillions of dollars in health-
care costs), wouldn’t it make 
sense to subsidize weight-
loss drugs such as Zepbound 
and Wegovy so the people 
who need them can afford 
them?

Makes sense to me, but 
then I’m starting to feel a bit 
peckish.

Me: Honey, what’s for 
dinner?

Wife: Chicken.
Me: We have chicken 

every night.
Wife: I thought you liked 

chicken.
�0�H���� Isn’t there anything 

else?
Wife: (Irritated) How about 

tofu?
�0�H����Tofu?
Wife: (Very irritated) You 

know, tofu.
�0�H����(Frightened) Can you 

spell it?
Wife: T-O-F-U!

Bill Dalton is a former 
reporter and editor for The 
Kansas City Star and worked 
for several Michigan news-
papers, including The Grand 
Rapids Press. He spends 
summers on the family farm 
near Fennville.

The Big O-O-O-Ozempic!
Dalton’s Bend
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Douglas Community Pride 
will roll out Oktoberfest barrels, 
plus giant Alpenhorns played by 
the 35-piece Ein Prosit German 

band and more Saturday, Oct. 4, 
�L�Q���¿�W�W�L�Q�J�O�\���Q�D�P�H�G���%�H�H�U�\���)�L�H�O�G��

Gates open at noon for 
keg-tapping festivities, danc-

ers will perform in traditional 
Dirndls; beers, ciders and Ger-
man food such as bratwurst, 
pretzels and more will be served 

as fun runs into twilight hours.
A keg-tossing contest from 3 

to 5 p.m. will bejoined at 3:30 by 
�'�-���-�R�K�Q���(�¶�V���7�K�X�P�S���%�R�[���P�X�V�L�F����

Admission, for $5 at the gate, 
will raise funds for more Pride 
celebrations. Don your lederho-
sen and join in!

Game for Gemutlichkeit?
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Douglas fetes sta�

�'�R�X�J�O�D�V���K�H�O�G���L�W�V���¿�U�V�W���D�Q�Q�X�D�O��
�����������5�H�P�H�P�E�U�D�Q�F�H���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H��
�6�H�S�W�����������D�W���W�K�H���F�R�U�Q�H�U���R�I���0�D�L�Q��
�D�Q�G���&�H�Q�W�H�U���V�W�U�H�H�W�V�����G�R�Z�Q�W�R�Z�Q��

�&�L�W�\���R
v�F�L�D�O�V�����F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\��
�P�H�P�E�H�U�V���D�Q�G���O�R�F�D�O���¿�U�V�W���U�H-

�V�S�R�Q�G�H�U�V���J�D�W�K�H�U�H�G���W�R���S�D�\���U�H-
�V�S�H�F�W���W�R���O�L�Y�H�V���O�R�V�W���G�X�U�L�Q�J���D�Q�G��
�D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���6�H�S�W���������������������W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�W��
�D�W�W�D�F�N�V��

�0�D�\�R�U���S�U�R���W�H�P���5�D�Q�G�\���:�D�O�N�H�U��
�H�P�F�H�H�G���F�H�U�H�P�R�Q�L�H�V�����Z�K�L�F�K��

�L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���'�R�X�J�O�D�V���8�Q�L�W�H�G���&�R�P-
�P�X�Q�L�W�\���&�K�X�U�F�K���L�Q�W�H�U�L�P���S�D�V�W�R�U��
�-�R�G�\���%�H�W�W�H�Q���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�L�Q�J���R�S�H�Q-
�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���F�O�R�V�L�Q�J���S�U�D�\�H�U�V��

�6�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J���D�O�V�R���Z�H�U�H���P�D�\�R�U��
�&�D�W�K�\���1�R�U�W�K�����S�R�O�L�F�H���F�K�L�H�I���6�W�H�Y�H��

�.�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���6�D�X�J�D�W�X�F�N���7�R�Z�Q�V�K�L�S��
�)�L�U�H���'�L�V�W�U�L�F�W���G�H�S�X�W�\���F�K�L�H�I���&�K�U�L�V��
�0�D�Q�W�H�O�V�����3�R�O�L�F�H���&�R�U�S�����/�R�U�L��
�:�D�U�V�H�Q���D�Q�G���¿�U�H���F�D�S�W�D�L�Q���&�K�U�L�V��
�%�H�U�Q�D�U�G�\���V�S�R�N�H���D�V���Z�H�O�O��

�'�R�X�J�O�D�V���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G��

�'�R�X�J�O�D�V���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V���$�Q�Q�D���2�V�W�D�S��
�D�Q�G���F�L�W�\���P�D�Q�D�J�H�U���/�L�V�D���1�R�F�H�U�L�Q�L��
�I�R�U���S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�����S�O�X�V��
�S�R�O�L�F�H�����¿�U�H���D�Q�G���/�L�I�H���$�P�E�X�O�D�Q�F�H��
�I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U���R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J���O�R�F�D�O���¿�U�V�W���U�H-
�V�S�R�Q�G�H�U���Z�R�U�N��

City honors lost 9-11 attack heroes

�'�R�X�J�O�D�V���6�H�S�W�����������K�R�V�W�H�G���L�W�V���¿�U�V�W���D�Q�Q�X�D�O���V�W�D	ü���D�S�S�U�H�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q���O�X�Q�F�K�H�R�Q����
�&�L�W�\���F�R�X�Q�F�L�O���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���&�D�W�K�\���1�R�U�W�K�����5�D�Q�G�\���:�D�O�N�H�U�����*�U�H�J���)�U�H�H�P�D�Q����
�-�R�K�Q���2�¶�0�D�O�O�H�\�����0�D�W�W���%�D�O�P�H�U���D�Q�G���1�H�D�O���6�H�D�E�H�U�W���I�H�W�H�I���\�H�D�U���U�R�X�Q�G���H�P��
�S�O�R�\�H�H�V���Z�K�R�V�H���Z�R�U�N���V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V���J�R�H�V���X�Q�V�X�Q�J�����+�H�U�H�¶�V���W�K�H���H�Q�W�L�U�H���J�U�R�X�S��
�G�L�V�S�O�D�\�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�L�W�\���O�R�J�R�H�G���F�D�N�H���D�O�O���V�K�D�U�H�G�������3�K�R�W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G��
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�7�K�H���/�D�N�H�W�R�Z�Q���7�R�Z�Q�V�K�L�S��
�%�R�D�U�G���6�H�S�W�����������2�.�¶�G���Q�H�Z��
�U�X�O�H�V���D�E�R�X�W���S�H�R�S�O�H���K�D�Q�G�L�Q�J��
�R�X�W���F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V��

�7�K�H���P�R�Y�H���V�W�H�P�V���I�U�R�P���D�Q��
�$�X�J���������S�U�L�P�D�U�\���H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q��
�Z�K�L�F�K���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���³�S�X�V�K�L�Q�H�V�V�´��

�E�\���D���F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�U����
�P�D�Q�D�J�H�U���$�O���0�H�V�K�N�L�Q���W�R�O�G��
�W�K�H���E�R�D�U�G���D�W���D�Q���H�D�U�O�L�H�U��
�P�H�H�W�L�Q�J��

�7�K�H���U�H�V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���E�D�Q�V���G�L�V-
�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�Q�J���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���I�R�U���R�U��
�D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���D�Q�\���F�D�Q�G�L�G�D�W�H���R�U��
�E�D�O�O�R�W���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�����R�Q���W�R�Z�Q-
�V�K�L�S���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���D�W���D�Q�\���W�L�P�H��

�0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q���O�D�Z���D�O�U�H�D�G�\��
�S�U�R�K�L�E�L�W�V���H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���G�D�\���S�R�O-
�L�W�L�F�N�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K�L�Q�����������I�H�H�W���R�I��
�D�Q���H�Q�W�U�D�Q�F�H���W�R���D���S�R�O�O�L�Q�J��
�S�O�D�F�H��

�0�H�V�K�N�L�Q���V�D�L�G���W�K�H���Q�H�Z��
�U�X�O�H�V���K�D�Y�H���W�Z�R���S�X�U�S�R�V�H�V��

�³�)�L�U�V�W�����L�W���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�V���U�H�V�L-
�G�H�Q�W�V���I�U�R�P���E�H�L�Q�J���D�F�F�R�V�W�H�G��
�Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���F�R�P�L�Q�J���W�R��
�W�K�H���S�R�O�O�V�����W�R���Y�R�W�H�����9�R�W�L�Q�J���L�V��
�D���Y�H�U�\���V�H�U�L�R�X�V���D�Q�G���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O��
�P�D�W�W�H�U���´���K�H���V�D�L�G��

�³�6�H�F�R�Q�G�����L�W���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�V��

�W�K�H���W�R�Z�Q�V�K�L�S�¶�V���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���R�Q��
�E�H�L�Q�J���Q�H�X�W�U�D�O���´���0�H�V�K�N�L�Q��
�Z�H�Q�W���R�Q�����7�K�H���W�R�Z�Q�V�K�L�S��
�V�K�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���E�H���V�H�H�Q���D�V���V�X�S-
�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�\���F�D�Q�G�L�G�D�W�H���R�U��
�S�U�R�S�R�V�D�O���´

�7�K�H���U�X�O�H�V���G�R�Q�¶�W���L�Q�K�L�E�L�W��
�I�U�H�H���V�S�H�H�F�K�����K�H���V�D�L�G�����3�D�U-
�W�L�V�D�Q�V���F�D�Q���V�W�L�O�O���V�W�D�Q�G���L�Q��
�W�K�H���S�D�U�N�L�Q�J���O�R�W���R�U���R�Q���R�W�K�H�U��
�W�R�Z�Q�V�K�L�S���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���G�L�V�F�X�V�V-
�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���Y�L�H�Z�V���R�Q���L�V�V�X�H�V���´��
�K�H���V�D�L�G�����³�7�K�H�\���M�X�V�W���F�D�Q�¶�W��
�K�D�Q�G���R�X�W���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O���´

�,�Q���R�W�K�H�U�������������E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V����
�W�U�X�V�W�H�H�V���X�Q�D�Q�L�P�R�X�V�O�\��

���‡���$�S�S�U�R�Y�H�G���U�D�L�V�L�Q�J���H�O�H�F-
�W�L�R�Q���Z�R�U�N�H�U�V�¶���S�D�\���I�U�R�P����������
�W�R�����������S�H�U���K�R�X�U�����W�K�H�L�U���F�K�D�L�U�V��
�I�U�R�P�����������W�R�����������S�H�U���K�R�X�U��
�D�Q�G�����������W�R�����������I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U��
�W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�V��

�6�X�S�H�U�Y�L�V�R�U���/�L�Q�G�D���+�R�Z-
�H�O�O���V�D�L�G���W�K�H���K�L�N�H�V���Z�L�O�O���D�G�G��
���������������W�R���1�R�Y���������F�R�V�W�V���W�R��
�R�Y�H�U�V�H�H���D�Q���R�U�G�H�U�O�\���Y�R�W�H���D�Q�G��
�L�V���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���W�R�Z�Q�V�K�L�S�¶�V��
�E�X�G�J�H�W��

�‡���$�S�S�R�L�Q�W�H�G���0�D�U�\���-�R���%�H�U-
�W�R�O�L�Q�R���W�R���U�H�S�O�D�F�H���W�K�H���O�D�W�H���'�L�F�N��
�%�H�F�N�H�U���R�Q���W�K�H���3�D�U�N�V���D�Q�G���5�H�F��
�&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���W�R���U�H�S�O�D�F�H���'�L�F�N��
�%�H�F�N�H�U�����6�K�H���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���W�K�H��
�P�R�V�W���Y�R�W�H�V���I�R�U���D���Q�R�Q���L�Q�F�X�P-
�E�H�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�H���*�2�3���S�U�L�P�D�U�\����

�%�H�U�W�R�O�L�Q�L�¶�V���¿�U�V�W���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J��
�Z�D�V���:�H�G�Q�H�V�G�D�\�����6�H�S�W����������
�+�H�U���¿�U�V�W���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���L�V���6�H�S�W����
���������D�Q�G���V�K�H���Z�L�O�O���V�H�U�Y�H��
�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���I�D�O�O���H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����,�I��
�Y�R�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H�Q�����V�K�H���Z�L�O�O���F�R�Q-
�W�L�Q�X�H���R�Q���W�K�H���E�R�D�U�G��

Laketown votes ‘no’ on politicking too near polls

SEPTEMBER 22, 2024
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

The Fourth Sunday of the Season of Creation
“Mountain”

We pray that mountaintop visions of Heaven
might inspire us to work for peace on Earth
among all humans and every living being.

The Rev. Dr. Jay Emerson Johnson, Presiding and Preaching

“Green Mountain Path,” Linda Jacobson

 “The wolf and the lamb shall graze as one …
They shall do no evil and do no harm on all my holy mountain, 

said the Lord.” (Isaiah 65:25)

�

All Saints’ is recognized as a Green Faith 
Congregation by Interfaith Action of SW Michigan

269.857.5201 
�ë�!�ß�á�©�Ý�è�è�ï�Ý�å�ê�ð�ï�ï�Ý�ñ�ã�Ý�ð�ñ�ß�ç���ë�î�ã
�ó�ó�ó���Ý�è�è�ï�Ý�å�ê�ð�ï�ï�Ý�ñ�ã�Ý�ð�ñ�ß�ç���ë�î�ã

Rite I – 8:00 a.m.
Contemplative Service of Holy Eucharist 

Indoor Sanctuary

Rite 2 – 10:15 a.m.
Holy Eucharist with Music

Outdoor Sanctuary (weather permitting)
 

 The Worship service at 10:15 a.m. will be available via live stream 
on YouTube. For more information on live streaming visit 

�ó�ó�ó���Ý�è�è�ï�Ý�å�ê�ð�ï�ï�Ý�ñ�ã�Ý�ð�ñ�ß�ç���ë�î�ã

�Ù�á���ß�ë�ê�ð�å�ê�ñ�á���ð�ë���â�ë�è�è�ë�ó���Å�Æ�Å���Ý�ê�à���Æ�å�ë�ß�á�ï�Ý�ê���ã�ñ�å�à�á�è�å�ê�á�ï���â�ë�î���Å�ë�ò�å�à���Ý�ê�à��� �ñ���ì�î�á�ß�Ý�ñ�ð�å�ë�ê�ï������
We expect in-person worshippers to be vaccinated and boosted.  

�Ï�Ý�ï�ç�ï���Ý�î�á���ë�ì�ð�å�ë�ê�Ý�è��

ALL ARE WELCOME!
All races and ethnicities, all classes and cultures,
all LGBTQ+ people, all strangers and friends alike!

353 E. 1st Street, Fennville • 269-225-3973
www.stowawaystoragemi.com

������� ��������������
A L L  S I Z E S  AVA I L A B L E

Mention this add to receive your discount 

Conveniently located in Downtown Fennville
Safe, secure, clean new units - premium sized units available

On-line payments • Paved aisles
24 hour access with cameras and lighting

BOAT, CAR, AND JET SKI STORAGE

SAUGATUCK  UNITED  
M ETHODIST  CHURCH

SAUGATUCK  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH

250 Mason St., Saugatuck 
���F�R�U�Q�H�U���R�I���*�U�L�I�À�W�K���6�W����
Pastor Rick Vorel  
616-990-4717
269-857-2295
saugatuckumc.com   

Boldly Preaching God’s Word

All Are Welcome…
Just As You Are

������������������
����������
�����������
����


Corner of Ho�man and Gri�th
269-857-2929 • 1stCongregational.Net

��������� ����� ����������������
����������� � ��������������������

Pastor SARAH TERLOUW

Sunday Worship
10:00 a.m.
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Local artist Jessica Bo-
�K�X�V�¶�V���¿�I�W�K���*�U�D�Q�G���5�D�S�L�G�V��
�$�U�W�3�U�L�]�H���H�Q�W�U�\���³�$�U�P�R�U��
�R�I���)�O�R�Z�H�U�V�´���L�V���Q�R�Z���R�Q��
�G�L�V�S�O�D�\�����Y�\�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���K�X�Q-
�G�U�H�G�V���R�I���R�W�K�H�U�V���I�R�U���W�K�H��
�F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q�¶�V��������������������
�J�U�D�Q�G���S�U�L�]�H�����,�W���F�D�Q���E�H��
�V�H�H�Q���R�Q���W�K�H���'�H�9�R�V���3�O�D�F�H��
�6�N�\�Z�D�\���Q�R�Z���W�K�U�R�X�J�K��
�$�U�W�3�U�L�]�H�¶�V���H�Q�G���6�D�W�X�U�G�D�\����
�6�H�S�W����������

�%�R�K�X�V���P�D�G�H���W�K�H���V�L�[��
�I�R�R�W���W�D�O�O���¿�J�X�U�H���R�X�W���R�I��
�K�X�Q�G�U�H�G�V���R�I���E�H�Q�W���Z�L�U�H��
�À�R�Z�H�U�V���Z�K�L�O�H���R�Q���D���W�Z�R��
�Z�H�H�N���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�F�\���L�Q���W�K�H��
�8�S�S�H�U���3�H�Q�L�Q�V�X�O�D�¶�V���3�R�U-
�F�X�S�L�Q�H���0�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q�V���O�D�V�W��
�$�X�J�X�V�W��

�7�K�H���D�U�W�L�V�W���D�O�V�R���Z�R�U�N�H�G���D�W��
�D�Q�G���P�D�Q�D�J�H�G���*�R�R�G���*�R�R�G�V��
�L�Q���6�D�X�J�D�W�X�F�N���I�R�U���������\�H�D�U�V��
�X�Q�W�L�O���L�W���F�O�R�V�H�G���O�D�V�W���'�H�F�H�P-
�E�H�U�����&�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\���K�H�U���Z�R�U�N��
�F�D�Q���E�H���V�H�H�Q���D�W���%�X�W�W�R�Q���*�D�O-
�O�H�U�\���L�Q���'�R�X�J�O�D�V����

�%�R�K�X�V���S�O�D�Q�V���R�I�W�H�Q���E�H��
�D�W���'�H�9�R�V���K�X�V�W�O�L�Q�J���R�X�W��
�W�K�H���Y�R�W�H�����*�X�H�V�W�V���Z�K�R��
�Y�L�V�L�W���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�L�H�V���R�I���W�K�H��
�F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q���F�D�Q���Y�R�W�H���I�R�U��
�W�K�H�L�U���I�D�Y�R�U�L�W�H�V���E�\���V�F�D�Q-
�Q�L�Q�J���D���4�5���F�R�G�H���R�Q���H�D�F�K��
�H�Q�W�U�\�����W�K�H�Q���Y�R�W�H���R�Q�F�H���D��
�G�D�\���I�U�R�P���K�R�P�H���I�R�U���W�K�H��
�D�U�W�L�V�W���V�������R�I���W�K�H�L�U���F�K�R�L�F�H��
�X�Q�W�L�O���7�K�X�U�V�G�D�\�����6�H�S�W����������

�³�9�R�W�H���H�D�U�O�\�����Y�R�W�H��
�R�I�W�H�Q���´���&�K�L�F�D�J�R���Q�D�W�L�Y�H��
�%�R�K�X�V���V�D�\�V��

Arms 
�À�R�Z�H�U���D�W��
�$�U�W�3�U�L�]�H

�³�(�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���-�X�V�W�L�F�H�´���Z�L�O�O���E�H���W�R�S�L�F���R�I���D�Q���$�O�O��
�6�D�L�Q�W�V�¶���(�S�L�V�F�R�S�D�O���&�K�X�U�F�K���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�D�W�L�R�Q��
�W�K�L�V���6�X�Q�G�D�\�����6�H�S�W�������������X�Q�G�H�U���W�H�Q�W�V���R�Q���L�W�V�����������*�U�D�Q�G��
�6�W�����O�D�Z�Q���I�U�R�P�������W�R�������������S���P��

�+�R�O�O�D�Q�G���2�X�W�G�R�R�U���'�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�\���&�H�Q�W�H�U���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W��
�'�D�Y�H���1�\�L�W�D�U�L���Z�L�O�O���G�L�V�F�X�V�V���W�K�H���Q�R�Q�S�U�R�¿�W�¶�V���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V��
�K�H�U�H���V�X�F�K���D�V���6�D�X�J�D�W�X�F�N�¶�V���2�O�G���$�L�U�S�R�U�W���O�D�Q�G���D�Q�G���W�K�H��
�.�D�O�D�P�D�]�R�R���5�L�Y�H�U���P�R�X�W�K��

�:�R�U�N�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���6�D�X�J�D�W�X�F�N���F�L�W�\���D�Q�G���W�R�Z�Q�V�K�L�S�����W�K�H��
�2�'�&���H�\�H�V���W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���I�R�U�P�H�U���V�L�W�H���L�Q�W�R���S�X�E�O�L�F��
�S�D�U�N���Z�L�W�K���W�U�D�L�O�V�����$�W���W�K�H���U�L�Y�H�U���P�R�X�W�K���V�W�D�Q�G�V���O�D�Q�G���S�U�H�V-
�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�L�V�W�V���F�D�O�O���³�7�K�H���:�L�O�G���+�H�D�U�W���R�I���6�D�X�J�D�W�X�F�N���´��
�+�R�Z���W�R���S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�H���L�W���L�V���D���K�R�W���E�X�W�W�R�Q���W�R�S�L�F���W�R�R��

�0�D�Q�\���F�K�X�U�F�K�H�V���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H���³�6�H�D�V�R�Q�V���R�I���&�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q�´���L�Q��
�H�D�U�O�\���I�D�O�O�����$�O�O���6�D�L�Q�W�¶�V���U�H�F�W�R�U���-�D�\���-�R�K�Q�V�R�Q���V�D�L�G�����'�R��
�Z�H���W�U�H�D�W���H�D�U�W�K���D�V���P�H�U�H�O�\���D���³�U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�´���R�U���D���G�\�Q�D�P�L�F��
�V�\�V�W�H�P���W�K�D�W���P�D�N�H�V���O�L�I�H���L�W�V�H�O�I���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H�"���K�H���D�V�N�V��

�³�:�K�H�U�H���G�R���Z�H���K�H�D�O���D���O�D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���L�V���S�R�O�O�X�W�H�G�����G�D�P�D�J�H�G��
�R�U���R�Y�H�U�X�V�H�G�"���+�R�Z���G�R���Z�H���P�D�N�H���S�X�E�O�L�F���X�V�H���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V��
�H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�D�O�O�\���M�X�V�W��and���H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�O�\���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�O�H�"��
�:�K�D�W���F�U�L�W�H�U�L�D���G�R���Z�H���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U���D�Q�G���I�U�R�P���Z�K�D�W���V�R�X�U�F�H�V����
�I�D�F�H�G���Z�L�W�K���F�R�P�S�H�W�L�Q�J���S�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���R�Y�H�U���µ�R�S�H�Q�¶���O�D�Q�G�"�´

�³�'�R���Z�H���D�V�N���P�L�J�U�D�Q�W���I�D�U�P���Z�R�U�N�H�U�V�����R�X�U���K�D�U�Y�H�V�W�H�U�V�"��
�1�D�W�L�Y�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�K�R���F�X�O�W�L�Y�D�W�H���D�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���Z�D�\�V���R�I���O�L�Y�L�Q�J��
�D�Q�G���Y�L�E�U�D�Q�W���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H�V�"���+�R�X�V�L�Q�J���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�U�V���D�Q�G��
�E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���R�Z�Q�H�U�V�"�´���-�R�K�Q�V�R�Q���D�V�N�V������

�$�O�O���D�U�H���Z�H�O�F�R�P�H�����I�U�H�H�����$���S�R�S�F�R�U�Q���P�D�F�K�L�Q�H���D�Q�G��
�D�S�S�O�H���F�L�G�H�U���Z�L�O�O���E�H���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G��

‘Environmental 
Justice’ to be 
All Saints’ topic 
Sunday

SYNOPSIS MINUTES
LAKETOWN TOWNSHIP

MONTHLY BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
SEPTEMBER 11, 2024

Supervisor Howell called the monthly meeting of 
the Board of Trustees to order at 6:00 p.m.

PRESENT: Amber Davis, Jim Delaney, Patrick 
Dietrich, Linda Howell, Jim Johnson

ABSENT: None 

The following motions were made, supported and 
carried:

To approve the minutes of the Aug. 14, 2024, reg-
ular meeting.

To approve the payment of bills.

To approve Resolution 2024-11 Distribution of 
Election Campaign Materials on Township Prop-
erty.

To approve pay increases for election workers.

To appoint Mary Jo Bertolino to the Parks & Rec-
reation Commission.

To adjourn at 6:46 p.m.

Jim Hayden
Public Information Coordinator

NOTICE
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT THE TOWNSHIP 
OF SAUGATUCK HAS ADOPTED THE FOL-
LOWING ORDINANCE:

ORDINANCE NO. 2024-02
AN ORDINANCE TO ABOLISH THE CRITICAL 
DUNE AREA OVERLAY DISTRICT BY RE-
PEALING ZONING ORDINANCE SECTION 
5.20, AMENDING ZONING TABLE 2.20 B AND 
SUBSECTION 7.120 B.1, AND AMENDING THE 
SAUGATUCK TOWNSHIP ZONING MAP 

COMPLETE COPIES OF THE ORDINANCE ARE 
AVAILABLE IN THE OFFICE OF THE TOWN-
SHIP CLERK, AT 3461 BLUE STAR HIGHWAY, 
SAUGATUCK, MICHIGAN 49453.

CITY OF 
SAUGATUCK
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing is scheduled for the City of Sau-
gatuck Zoning Board of Appeals at 6:30 pm on 
October, 10 2024, at Saugatuck City Hall, 102 
Butler Street, Saugatuck, Michigan, for com-
ments on:

• Construction of an addition to the principal 
dwelling and an addition to the accessory build-
ing at 810 Allegan Street (Parcel 03-57-350-023-
00, R1 Community Residential), which requires 
dimensional variances to:
o Reduce the front setback along East Street for 

the principal building to 10 feet instead of the 
minimum 20-foot setback, a reduction of 10 
feet. 

o Reduce the front setback along East Street 
for the accessory building to 7 feet instead of 
the minimum 20-foot setback, a reduction of 
13 feet. 

o Increase the maximum allowed lot coverage to 
38% instead of the maximum 30%.

o Requests relate to Section 154.026(D) of the 
Zoning Ordinance.

Written comments will be received at 102 Butler 
Street, P.O. Box 86, Saugatuck, Michigan 49453, 
or by email to luke@saugatuckcity.com. Those 
received by 4:00 pm on the date of the hearing 
will become part of the record at the hearing. 

The application can be viewed at 102 Butler 
Street during normal business hours.  

The hearing is open to the general public, and 
all interested parties are invited to attend and/or 
speak. The City of Saugatuck will provide auxilia-
ry aids or services to individuals with disabilities. 
Persons needing such services should kindly 
�F�R�Q�W�D�F�W�� �W�K�H�� �R��̂����F�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �&�L�W�\�� �&�O�H�U�N�� �E�\�� �Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J�� �R�U��
calling the Clerk not less than four (4) days before 
the public hearing using the contact information 
below.

Jamie Wolters
Saugatuck City Clerk
Dated March 4, 2024
(269) 857-2603

MORNING GRIND
with Mike Johnson

�<�R�X���F�D�Q���D�O�V�R���À�Q�G���X�V���D�W���Z�Z�Z���M�H�W�K�U�R���I�P����
�&�R�U�D�O�*�D�E�O�H�V�6�D�X�J�D�W�X�F�N���F�R�P���R�U���V�D�X�J�D�W�X�F�N�G�R�X�J�O�D�V���F�R�P

Host: Mike Johnson   
Producer:  Ken Whitcomb

RADIO 
SHOW

This Week on 
the GRIND

LIVE!
SATURDAYS 
7 to 9am 

from the �$�Q�Q�H�[��
�&�R�I�I�H�H���6�K�R�S��

Listen to �7�K�H���0�R�U�Q�L�Q�J���*�U�L�Q�G 
in its new home on 

�-�(�7�+�5�2���6�7�$�7�,�2�1�6 
WYGR 94.9FM, 98.9FM, 99.5FM, 

980AM & 1530AM
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dAndy’s Tree Service

andybeelen@gmail.com       616-566-3386

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured

Firewood

Tree Trimming / Removal

Firewood

Lot Clearing
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Need to 
EXPAND 
Your Business?
Advertise here by contacting 

the Commercial Record at 
269-857-2570 or 

commreckevin@gmail.com

NEW BUILDING OPEN FOR BUSINESS.
6464 124th AVE. FENNVILLE, MI 49408
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The rivalry game between the 
boys soccer teams from Sau-
gatuck and Fennville on Monday, 
Sept. 16, was a nail-biter that was 
dominated by defense

In the end, it was the Black-
hawks who prevailed by a 2-1 
�¿�Q�D�O���V�F�R�U�H��

“The match didn’t disappoint,” 
Saugatuck coach Neal Phillips 
said. “Unfortunately, we couldn’t 
do quite enough.”

The game was deadlocked at 
1-1 at halftime. Saugatuck’s goal 
�J�D�P�H���F�R�X�U�W�H�V�\���R�I���'�D�Q�H���+�R�O�O�H�\���R
u��
an assist from Miseal Gamboa, 
while Jared Delgado provided the 
Fennville goal.

Angel Villalobos accounted for 
the game-winner for the Black-
hawks in the second half.

Chava Carranza was credited 
with an assist in the win, while 
�-�R�V�H���6�D�Q�F�K�H�]���¿�Q�L�V�K�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�U�H�H��
saves for the win.

Phillips praised the play of cen-
ter-backs Nik Vinten-Johansen 
and Holden Burd for Saugatuck.

“Both of those guys played stel-
lar games,” Phillips said.

Dane Holley chases down the ball in a recent game. (Photo by Scott Sul-
livan)

Henry Gannon controls the ball for Saugatuck in a recent home game. 
(Photo by Scott Sullivan)

Blazers 
come up 
short in 
defensive 
battle
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S & S 
Custom Builders

We pride ourselves 
on quality craftsmanship

10815 Cressey Road
Plainwell, MI 49080

(269) 623-4788

Licensed, Insured, Bonded
FREE ESTIMATES

CLASSIFIEDS
Misc. Misc. Misc.

Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 7-Year 
warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-855-773-8191 
today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a genera-
tor. It’s a power move.

The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 1 day. 
�/�L�P�L�W�H�G�� �7�L�P�H�� �2�‡�H�U�� ���� ������������
�R�‡�� �R�U�� �1�R�� �3�D�\�P�H�Q�W�V�� �D�Q�G��
�1�R�� �,�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�� �I�R�U�� ������ �P�R�Q�W�K�V��
for customers who qualify. 
BCI Bath & Shower. Many 
options available. Quality 
materials & professional in-
stallation. Senior & Military 
Discounts Available. Call 
Today! 1-877-957-1264

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
�/�H�D�I�)�L�O�W�H�U���H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H���W�R�G�D�\������������
�R�‡���(�Q�W�L�U�H���3�X�U�F�K�D�V�H�����3�O�X�V����������
Senior & Military Discounts. 
�&�D�O�O������������������������������

CONCRETE  CONCRETE 
CONSTR UCTION , CONSTRUCTION, 

PATIOS  SIDEWALKS , PATIOS SIDEWALKS, 
DRIVEWA YS, FLOORS . DRIVEWAYS, FLOORS. 

Free estimates Free estimates 
Call 269-377-3950Call 269-377-3950

�6�D�I�H�� �6�W�H�S���� �1�R�U�W�K�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�¶�V��
#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehen-
sive lifetime warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and ser-
�Y�L�F�H�����1�R�Z���I�H�D�W�X�U�L�Q�J���R�X�U���)�5�(�(��
�V�K�R�Z�H�U�� �S�D�F�N�D�J�H�� �D�Q�G�� ������������
�2�‡���I�R�U���D���O�L�P�L�W�H�G���W�L�P�H�����&�D�O�O���W�R-
day! Financing available. Call 
�6�D�I�H���6�W�H�S������������������������������

PUBLISHER’S 
NOTICE:

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair Housing 
Act which makes it illegal to advertise 
“any preference, limitation or discrim-
ination based on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status or national 
origin, or an intention, to make any  such 
preference, limitation or discrimination.”  
Familial status includes children under 
the age of 18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant  women and people 
securing custody of children under 18.

 This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.  The 
toll-free telephone number for 
the hearing impaired is 1-800-
927-9275.

269-543-4732 • 616-836-7665
Open Daily 12pm-6pm

2378 68th St., South of Douglas on Blue Star Hwy

Specializing in Dining Room Sets and 
French/English style Wardrobes

BirdCage Antiques

OVER 7,000 SQ. FT. OF ANTIQUES!!!

REMINGT ON  BR ONZESREMINGTON BRONZES

Come in 
Come in 

and and 
see our see our Collection

Collection

Stanberry leads Saugatuck in home-opening victory
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After opening the season with a pair of 
road games, the Saugatuck football team 
returned to Jarvis Memorial Stadium for its 
home opener on Friday, Sept. 13.

Senior quarterback Cass Stanberry gave 
the home crowd plenty to cheer about.

�5�R�O�O�L�Q�J�� �X�S�� �������� �\�D�U�G�V�� �R�I�� �W�R�W�D�O�� �R
u�H�Q�V�H����
Stanberry threw for three touchdowns and 
ran for two more to lead the Trailblazers to 
the 56-22 win over Brandywine.

The victory was the second straight for 
�6�D�X�J�D�W�X�F�N�����Z�K�L�F�K���Q�H�H�G�H�G���M�X�V�W���������R
u�H�Q�V�L�Y�H��
plays to score its eight touchdowns.

“This was another step in the right direc-
tion for us,” Saugatuck coach Bill Dunn 
�V�D�L�G���� �³�:�H�� �Z�H�U�H�� �Y�H�U�\�� �H
v�F�L�H�Q�W�� �R�Q�� �R
u�H�Q�V�H��
and had zero turnovers. That’s usually a 
recipe for success.”

Getting the ball in Stanberry’s hands was 
also a recipe for success. He completed all 
�¿�Y�H�� �R�I�� �K�L�V�� �S�D�V�V�� �D�W�W�H�P�S�W�V�� �I�R�U�� �������� �\�D�U�G�V�� �W�R��
go with 103 rushing yards on eight carries.

�³�&�D�V�V�� �Z�D�V�� �P�D�J�Q�L�¿�F�H�Q�W�� �I�R�U�� �X�V�� �D�V�� �D�� �W�Z�R��
way threat tonight,” Dunn said. 

Stanberry had a hand in all three of Sau-
�J�D�W�X�F�N�¶�V�� �¿�U�V�W���T�X�D�U�W�H�U�� �W�R�X�F�K�G�R�Z�Q�V���� �Z�K�L�F�K��

staked the Trailblazers to a quick 21-0 lead. 
He opened the scoring with a 13-yard pass 
to Norm Bos before running for a 52-yard 
�7�'���D�Q�G���¿�Q�G�L�Q�J���&�D�U�W�H�U���0�L�O�O�H�U���R�Q���D���������\�D�U�G��
scoring pass.

Bos added another touchdown reception 
in the third quarter, this one for 11 yards, 
�D�V�� �K�H�� �¿�Q�L�V�K�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�U�H�H�� �F�D�W�F�K�H�V�� �I�R�U�� ������
yards. Miller had the other two catches for 
53 yards.

“It was nice to see the emergence of 
�1�R�U�P���%�R�V���D�V���D�Q���R
u�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���W�K�U�H�D�W���Z�L�W�K���V�R�P�H��
nice catches and runs for yardage, scoring 
two receiving touchdowns,” Dunn said. 
“Norm along with Carter Miller gives us a 
nice combo threat as receivers to go along 
with a potent running attack.”

Speaking of that running attack, Stan-
berry added a 6-yard scoring run in the 
second quarter, with Chris Foley adding 
�D���������\�D�U�G���7�'���V�F�D�P�S�H�U���O�D�W�H�U���L�Q���W�K�H���S�H�U�L�R�G����
That allowed Saugatuck to go up 35-8 at 
halftime.

Jaxon Green (33 yards in the third quar-
ter) and Will Soule (13 yards in the fourth 
quarter) accounted for Saugatuck’s other 
rushing touchdowns. 

�*�U�H�H�Q�� �¿�Q�L�V�K�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� ������ �\�D�U�G�V�� �R�Q�� �W�K�U�H�H��
�F�D�U�U�L�H�V�����I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G���E�\���%�R�V���Z�L�W�K���������\�D�U�G�V���R�Q��
two carries and Max Page with 31 yards on 
three carries. 

Defensively, Page had a team-best 12 
tackles, followed by Stanberry with eight 
and Foley with seven. 

“The defense was solid again, providing 
us with a couple of opportunities to convert 
�¿�H�O�G���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���L�Q�W�R���S�R�L�Q�W�V���´���'�X�Q�Q���V�D�L�G��

Cam Lewis returned for Saugatuck and 
went 8-for-8 on extra-point kicks. He also 
�K�D�G���W�Z�R���W�R�X�F�K�E�D�F�N�V���R�Q���N�L�F�N�R
u�V��

“Our special teams play was outstand-
ing,” Dunn said. “Overall, it was great sea-
son opening win at home that was clean and 
�H
v�F�L�H�Q�W���´

Saugatuck cross country 
teams win at Holly invite
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HOLLY—The annual 
running of the Duane Raf-
�¿�Q���)�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O���R�I���5�D�F�H�V���K�R�V�W�H�G��
by Holly on Saturday, Sept. 
�������� �Z�D�V�� �W�Z�L�F�H�� �D�V�� �Q�L�F�H�� �I�R�U��
the Saugatuck cross country 
teams.

That’s because not only 
did the Saugatuck boys team 
�Z�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �'�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�� ���� �U�D�F�H�� �E�\��
an 11-point margin over 
Royal Oak Shrine, but the 
Saugatuck girls also eked 
out a 3-point victory over 
Bridgman.

On the boys side, the 
Trailblazers finished with 
80 points.

Saugatuck boys coach 
Rick Bauer wasn’t sure 
what he should expect from 
his team, as the Trailblaz-
ers ended the race far from 
healthy.

“We were shorthanded 
and not at 100 percent as we 
had a slew of sickness run 
through the team,” he said. 
“Yet the boys were able to 
put together a performance 
that was good enough to 
�Z�L�Q���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���D���V�R�O�L�G���¿�H�O�G���´

Freshman Jackson Bow-
man led the charge for Sau-
gatuck, clocking in at a time 
of 17:19 to finish seven. 
Sophomore Grant Rehkopf 
joined him in the top 10, 
placing 10th���D�W��������������

Also scoring for the Trail-
blazers were junior Sammy 
Gamboa (18th at 18:03), 
sophomore Sawyer Monroe 
(20th���D�W�����������������D�Q�G���I�U�H�V�K�P�D�Q��
Ira Brown (25th at 18:25).

Freshmen Ashton Skinner 
(28th at 18:39) and Ryder 
�%�R�\�H�U�V�� ������th at 20:10) also 
completed.

In the girls race, Sau-
gatuck was able to earn a 
measure of revenge against 
SAC rival Bridgman.

�7�K�H�� �%�H�H�V�� �Z�R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �¿�U�V�W��
SAC Jamboree three ear-
lier, with the Trailblazers 
placing fourth. This time, 
Saugatuck came out on top 
with 60 points compared to 
63 for Bridgman.

A trio of Saugatuck run-
ners placed in the top 10, 
led by sophomore Kamryn 
Sixberry at fifth (20:56). 
Junior Alina Martinson was 
sixth at 20:58.2 and sopho-
more Lyvia Curtis was sev-
enth at 20:58.7.

Sophomore Emma 
Schoonmaker (21st at 22:58) 
and senior Meryn Curtis 
(26th at 23:33) also scored 
for Saugatuck, with senior 
Alayah Nieuwsma (33rd at 
���������������D�Q�G���I�U�H�V�K�P�D�Q���6�W�H�O�O�D��
Blubaugh (69th�� �D�W�� ��������������
also competing.

“Emma Schoonmaker 
continues to improve every 
race, breaking 23 for the 
first time,” Bauer said. 
“Meryn Curtis also had a 
huge day, running a lifetime 
best to help secure the win 
by passing several runners 
in the last mile.”

Sawyer Monroe, seen in a 
race from last season, helped 
Saugatuck take top honors in 
the Division 4 race at Holly. 
(File photo)

Cass Stanberry looks for some running room in Saugatuck’s win over Niles Brandywine. 
(Photo by Scott Sullivan)
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