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Annual events offer array of

JANUARY

Southern Mesa Agriculture Conference
Crop management practices and regulations affecting agriculture are the
focus of this conference held at the at the Forrest Park Community Center. The

program includes speakers from various agriculture agencies. It is sponsored by
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension.

Dawson County

Junior Livestock Show
Held at the Dawson County
Fair Barn about the third week in

January, the livestock show fea-
tures lambs, goats, pigs and steers
shown by 4-H members through-
out the county as well as FFA
students in the Lamesa, Dawson,
Klondike and O’Donnell school
districts. The show, which in-
cludes a premium auction to help
reward top exhibitors, also funds
scholarships for selected graduat-
ing seniors from the participating
schools.

Aim HIGH

An event for Lamesa High School students, Aim HIGH includes a top moti-
vational speaker for a high school assembly and various other LHS alumni and
others meeting with student groups throughout the day.

Kiwanis Pancake Supper

Over its 66-year history, the Lamesa
Kiwanis Club’s annual pancake supper has
become a much-anticipated social event. Be-
tween 800 and 1,000 people normally show up
during a four-hour span for all the pancakes,
bacon and sausage they can eat. Scheduled
the last Saturday in January, the event is held
in the Lamesa High School Cafeteria. Pro-
ceeds are used by the club to support various
community projects.

FEBRUARY - MARCH

Chamber of Commerce Banquet
The Lamesa ; . .
Area Chamber
of Commerce’s
annual banquet
introduces new
officers and direc-
tors of the organi-
zation while also
recognizing those
who have finished
their terms of
service. The event
includes a catered
meal, entertainment, and presentation of awards such as the Business of
the Year, Man of the Year and Woman of the Year.

Rotary Scholarship Banquet
The Lamesa Rotary Club holds a dinner with live musical entertainment
to raise funds for the organization’s various scholarship funds.

Movieland Dinner & Theater

For the past 16 years the Friends of Movieland organization has held a
dinner and special movie showing as part of its annual membership drive
to raise funds for the non-profit Movieland Theater.

April
Easter Egg Hunts

Several local organizations and churches normally host Easter egg hunts
for children during the Easter weekend.

Forrest Fest

This two-day poetry festival features poetry readings, workshops, con-
tests, and other activities. The event has drawn participants not only
regionally but from the national and international levels as well.

Chicken Fried Steak Festival

Celebrating Lamesa as the legend-
ary home of the chicken fried steak,
this event is held on the last weekend in
April at Forrest Park. In just a few years
it has has grown to become Lamesa’s
largest annual event. Promoting the
overall theme is a chicken fried steak
cookoff and a chicken fried steak din-
ner. Hosted by the City of Lamesa with
support from the Lamesa Area Chamber
of Commerce, the celebration includes a
hot-air balloon rally, musical entertain-
ment, numerous booths with food and
other items, a team roping competition,
wine tasting, classic car show, tumbling
demonstrations, community church
service and various other activities.

May
LaCopa Awards

The Lamesa Community Players theater organization recognizes the best
actors and performances from the previous year and honors volunteers and
supporters of the organzation. New officers and directors also are intro-
duced at the event. Although in recent years it has been held in conjunction
with the first production of the year, the LaCopa event is scheduled on its
own this year for May 2, with a theme of “A Night to Remember.”

Relay for Life

Sponsored by the American Cancer Society, the Relay for Life raises
funds to help in the fight against cancer. Activities at the Lamesa High
School football field include music, fun and games, food, and recognition of
cancer survivors and those who have lost battles with cancer. In 2016 the
event included a Survivors Supper and a Miss Relay Pageant.

June

Williams Walk

Hosted by the family of a local child with Williams Syndrome, this event
raises funds to assist individuals and families affected by the cardiovas-
cular disease. Held at the Lamesa High School football field, the event
includes a meal and various activities.

July

Independence Day Celebration

Sponsored by the Lamesa Area Chamber
of Commerce, the local Independence Day
celebration is held under the shade of the
large trees at Forrest Park. The all-day
event normally includes a parade, booths
offering food and merchandise, live music,
a team roping competition across the street
at the rodeo arena, and a wide variety of
other events. Putting the finishing touches
on the day’s events is a giant fireworks dis-
play.
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activities throughout year

MS Bike: Cactus and Crude Ride

Lamesa hosts an overnight stopover on a two-day, 150-mile bicycle ride
from Midland to Lubbock to raise money for research to find a cure for
Multiple Sclerosis. The 2016 event included 260 riders, with another 250 or
more people providing support or helping with the event.

August

Lamesa Rodeo

The first weekend in August
is rodeo time. For three straight
nights the Lamesa Rodeo Asso-
ciation hosts roping and riding
events at the rodeo arena on
S. Houston Ave. In addition to
the traditional rodeo events,
activities include a parade, calf
scramble and nickel scramble
for youngsters, crowning of a rodeo queen, the finals of the association’s
team roping and calf roping competition, and nightly dances.

Livestock Show Reverse Drawing

The Dawson County Junior Livestock Show sells tickets to a reverse
drawing for an opportunity to win a new pickup. The drawing is held dur-
ing a dinner at the Forrest Park Community Center. Funds assist with the
annual Dawson County Junior Livestock Show and Scholarship Fund.

Back-to-School Giveaway

A number of Lamesa churches join together to provide Dawson County
students with needed supplies and clothes for the approaching school year.
This past year a total of 470 children benefitted from the event.

September

Dawson County Farm Tour

This event features a tour of local farms or the Agricultural Complex
for Advanced Research and Extension Systems (AG-CARES). Concluding
with a luncheon, it is sponsored by Texas A&M AgriLife Extension, which
provides various agricultural specialists to speak at the event.

United Fund Drive

Starting in September and normally running until November, the drive
raises money for the Dawson County United Fund. That fund provides
significant financial assistance to various community organizations, in-
cluding the Lamesa Boys and Girls Club, Dawson County Senior Citizens
Center and Dawson County Teen Court.

Fiestas Patrias
For more than 50
years Lamesa has held a
traditional celebration of
Mexico’s independence
from Spain, achieved
at a time when Texas
was part of Mexico.
Sponsored by the local
Knights of Columbus,
the event usually is held
the weekend closest to
Sept. 16 and often spans
two or three days. The
celebration in Forrest Park usually includes a parade, food and game booths,
music, dancing and the crowning of queens in several age categories.

Great HOGG Race

Renewed in 2016 after a break of several years, the Great HOGG Race
(HOGG stands for Healing Only God Gives) raises fund to assist individuals
or families facing serious medical crises. With various other activities, the
race includes a one-mile fun run, 5K, 10K and half-marathon.

October

Health Fair

Each fall Medical Arts Hospital hosts a Health Fair featuring services by
various health and wellness vendors, activities and information, and free
screenings for such things as blood sugar and cholesterol.

Halloween events

A variety of Halloween activities are held each year, including costume
contests organized by the Chamber of Commerce. A trunk-or-treat event
on the downtown square attracts hundreds of costumed children who visit
dozens of booths set up by various individuals and organizations giving
away candy and other items.

November

Veterans Day

Lamesa recognizes its military
veterans with a variety of activities
on Veterans Day. All veterans are
invited to a free breakfast and pro-
gram hosted by Lamesa High School
student organizations. Later in the
morning, the Lamesa Middle School
Student Council hosts a special
program, with music and a guest
speaker, in honor of all veterans.
North Elementary also normally has
a program to honor veterans.

Denim and Dust Expo

The Expo features a variety of
vendors with booths offering arts, crafts, retail products and food. With
the Chamber of Commerce assisting this past year, the event was held
downtown, with booths both inside and outside.

Community Thankgiving Service

Various churches in Lamesa unite to hold a joint worship service on the
Sunday evening before Thanksgiving. The site for the service is rotated
among churches with facilities large enough to host the event.

December
Boys and Girls Club Gala

The Lamesa Boys and Girls Club hosts a semi-formal dinner with live
music to raise money for the local organization.

Junior High Girls Basketball Tournament

The Lamesa school system and the Lamesa Area Chamber of Commerce
host a two-day junior high girls basketball tournament. Separate divisions
are held for eighth grade and seventh grade teams.

Follis Boys Basketball Tournament

Named for the legendary Lamesa basketball coach who passed away a
few years ago, the O.W. Follis Boys Basketball Tournament is sponsored by
the Lamesa Area Chamber of Commerce.

Christmas on the Square
The Lamesa Area Chamber of Com-
merce hosts an evening of activities
which include an appearance by Santa
Claus, open house at various businesses,
activities at the Dawson County Library,
musical entertainment and more.

Lights of Love

Lights of Love is an annual effort,
sponsored by the Dawson County Child
Welfare Board, to collect toys and cloth-
ing to give to the children of needy fami-
lies at Christmas time.



Page 6

Our Nowmetown: 2017 Guide to Lamesa & Dawson Coun

Live theater taks center stage

every year, the Lamesa Com-
munity Players is one of the
longest-running amateur theater
organizations in West Texas.
Ranging from from musicals
to comedies and drama, produc-
tions feature an amazing array of
local talent from on-stage actors to
directors and support personnel.
Productions on the slate for 2017
are the thriller “Wait Until Dark”
in the spring; the musi-

Producmg 3-4 live productions

cal “Annie” during the Lamesa improvements.
summer, and a dramatic Commun |ty New stage and
comedy titled “The Old- Players audience lighting,
est Living Graduate” 214 N. Austin Ave. complete with
during the fall. 806-872-2705 modern control
A skit camp for chil- panels, are mak-

dren also is scheduled during the
summer and a Christmas extra-
vanza is planned during the winter.

Theatrical performances are nor-
mally scheduled for 2-3 evenings,
concluding with a Sunday after-
noon matinee.

The organization, with assis-
tance from local businesses, has
begun serving free appetizers and
hors d’oeuvres before the opening
performance of each snow. Snacks
and drinks are always available at
intermission.

Funding from the local
Weaver Foundation has
allowed the organization
to extensively renovate
and improve its playhouse
located at 214 N. Austin Ave.

A recent $80,000 renova-
tion has included installa-
tion of movie-theater style
seating, new windows, a
new awning and signage
outside, renovation of the
lobby, and other

ing their debut this spring.

Organized in 1981,” The
Lamesa Community Players
staged several productions
in community buildings and
the high school auditorium
before purchasing a vacant
building in 1982 and remodeling it
into their own playhouse.

Regular theater operations are
funded by an annual membership
drive, financial underwriting of
productions by various businesses,
and individual ticket sales.

And Read) which was started this

LIVE THEATER

Local amateur actors and actresses of all ages perform regularly as the Lamesa
Community Players produces at least three live shows each year.

The theater has its own costume
shop just around the corner where
clothing and other items donated
over the years are stored for use as
needed in productions.

Each spring the group honors
the best actors, actresses, directors

LPR photo

and performers from the previ-
ous year with their own La-
Copa honors. Awards also are
presented to behind-the-scenes
volunteers and businesses who
are vital to the success of the
organization.

Library offers more than ‘JllStm}bk

he first thing most people

I think of when they think

about libraries is books.

The Dawson County Library
has plenty of books but it also of-
fers local residents much more.

Activities regularly are avail-
able for children of all ages.
During the school year the library
holds both pre-school story time

current school year.

“We bus a group of first and sec-
ond graders to the library every
Wednesday afternoon. We help
show them around the library and
we also take turns reading to these
kids for about 30 minutes,” Garza
said.

“We’re hoping that programs

on Wednesdays at like these helps with

10:30a.m They also Dawson County .y kids’ reading

have a baby-garten on Public Library  scores.”

Thursdays at 10 a.m. 511 North 3rd Street Another relatively
The library has 872-6502 new program has

a Summer Reading

Club for children from 3 years

old to fifth grade on Tuesdays. On
Wednesday the library has an out-
reach to the Boys and Girls Club.
On Thursdays, a young adult pro-
gram is offered for sixth, seventh
and eighth graders.

One of its newest programs is
Textshare Databasing.

“A lot of our kids have found
that this is good for help with
their homework but it can also
provides a lot of other help for
people as far as medical or legal
needs,” said Debbie Garza the
county librarian since 2004.

A new program at the library is
called D.E.A.R. (Drop Everything

the library’s Tabrina
Tijerina going to four of the local
public schools and reading to
children.

In the Story time program, Tije-
rina reads to Head Start students
on the third Tuesday of each
month.

“It’s really been going well. Our
kids really seem to enjoy it. In
fact, those days that we don’t make
it because of things like school
holidays these kids wonder where
we were.”

The library also offers a virtual
branch called Overdrive where
readers can download books onto
Kindles, Nooks, mp3 players and
other e-reader devices. The li-

READING TIME

brary offers a program by appoint-
ment which teaches people how to
download to those devises.

Among the other functions the
library provides is laminating,
making copies and faxing.

One of its employees, Melanie
Staudt, is a Notary Public.

The library has a public meeting
room where various local groups
hold meetings.

The library has about 38,500 dif-
ferent materials, including books,

LPR phofo

The Dawson County Library has a number of programs which encour-
ages children to start reading at an early age.

DVDs and audio books.

For local history researchers,
the Lamesa Press-Reporter is
available in microfilm form and
Lamesa High School yearbooks
are in DVD form.

An organization called Friends
of the Library assist the library by
raising money to assist with vari-
ous projects.

Library cards are available at no
charge for any legal Texas resi-
dents.
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NEW SOFTBALL FIELD

LPR photo
With landscaping, lighting and everything else in place, a new softball
field in Forrest Park is awaiting only the installation of a scoreboard
before it is completed. The field is expected to make its debut with a
tournament in late April in conjunction with Lamesa’s annual Chicken
Fried Steak Festival.

Field of Dreams

New softball field about ready for debut

or the past 10 years, Lame-
Fsa Fire Chief Larry Duyck

has been playing in an adult
men’s softball league at Lubbock
where two of his fellow firefight-
ers, Alvin Jarrett and Cary White
are also on his team..

Now Duyck is excited about the
prospects of playing here in town
as a new softball field he helped
build is about ready for play this
spring at Forrest Park.

“It’s just about ready to go. All
we really need yet is the score-
board and that’s supposed to be
coming in,” Duyck said.

Donated to the city by the Dar-
ren Epley and Spike Dykes Ford,
the scoreboard is set to be installed
the end of the month.

Duyck is certainly proud of the
new field, which is located on the
eastern site of where the city for-
merly had two softball fields

The field includes landscaped
seating areas for softball fans, with
handicapped access available.

“It’s just great, especially the
way that it blends in so well down
there with the park. Like anything
else, it’s taken a lot of work — it’s
basically taken us right at two

years to complete it.”

The field was built almost en-
tirely with volunteer labor, with a
number of firefighters involved in
the effort.

“I guarantee we couldn’t have
gotten it to where we are without
the way everybody’s been pitching
in,” Dyck said. “We can’t thank
people enough for all of the busi-
nesses and different people’s time
and effort in this project.

An exhibition tournament for
the new field is scheduled for the
final weekend of April in conjunc-
tion with the Chicken Fried Steak
Festival.

“We’re hoping to get eight teams
in that tournament. That weekend
we’re also hoping to have some-
thing set up to where we’ll start
putting a league together here,
either church or independent,”
Duyck said.

Perhaps the biggest winner in
this whole project could be Lamesa
in general.

“Hopefully this ends up being
something else which helps put
Lamesa on the map,” Duyck said.
“We’ve already had a lot of people
from out of town come see it.”

Numerous public parks
scattered across Lamesa

I amesa is blessed with a num-
ber of beautiful parks, which
encompass a total of some

170-180 acres in various parts of

the city.

mForrest Park, on the south side
of the city, between Bryan and
Houston avenues, is the largest
park. Known for its abundance of
trees, the park includes a play-
ground, restrooms, RV hook-ups,
a covered pavilion and a disk golf
course.

EWebelo Park, located west of
the Girl Scout Hut off Bryan Ave.,
has two softball practice fields.

EPioneer Park, located on
South 2nd St., includes an old rock
community building.

mTriangle Park, along the
Seminole Highway, includes play-
ground equipment.

mSkate Park, at South 1st St.
and Akron Ave., is for local skate
board enthusiasts and includes
playground equipment.

ECharles Varner Park, on
North 23rd St., includes play-
ground equipment.

mHollis Carver Park, at S.E.
15th St. and Elgin Ave., features
playground equipment.

ESouth Eighth Street Park is

near South Elementary School.

ENorth 9th Street Park, be-
hind the Lamesa Boys and Girls
Club, includes playground equip-
ment and a small lake which is
stocked each winter with trout.

ENorth 22nd Street Park
includes playground and picnic
facilities in addition to a walking
track.

BW. M. “Bill” Weaver Youth
Sports Complex, featuring base-
ball and softball fields with play-
ground and concession/restroom
building, is off of South Elgin Ave.
about a block south of South 8th
St.

mThe Courtyard, at the corner
of North 1st St. and Austin Ave.,
is a gathering place for outdoor
events in the downtown area.

Public Swimming Pool

The city has one public swim-
ming pool, with a small wading
pool for children, in the North
22nd Street Park.

The pool opens each year
around the first of June and clos-
est about the end of July. Itis
open Monday-Saturday and closed
on Sundays except when reserved
for private parties.

"WE HELP
OUR NEIGHBORS.

e - ==:*;r,,-_-J--======

It’s part of the West Texas culture, it’s part of ours.

West Texas was built on a spirit of cooperation and friendship; so was First
United Bank. There’s an unspoken sense of pride and respect that’s at the core
of those from around here—a history of people rolling up their sleeves and
helping out a neighbor in need, even when it isn’t convenient or easy. We
believe in supporting the communities we serve, one neighbor at a time.

602 North First Street « 872-8311 * www.FirstUnited.net

Member FDIC

EQUAL HOUSING LENDER
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Contact information listed is as of
March 2017 and may change during the
year. Any organizations not included
in this listing are asked to contact the
Lamesa Press-Reporter at 872-2177 to
be included in the next community guide.

American Cancer Society
Elisa Benitez - 759-9523
Mari Ybarra - 200-3171

Meets monthly at the Women’s
Study Club building, 101 Juniper
Drive

Beta Sigma Phi Chapter
of Lambda Phi
Leslie Hawkins, treasurer
497-6735

Meets the first and third Mon-
days of each month at 7 p.m. at
the Women’s Study Club building,
101 Juniper Drive

Boy Scout Troop 708

Amy Ramos - 201-6001

Dee Dee Welborn - 759-0882
Meets every Tuesday at 7 p.m.

at the Boy Scout Hut, 226 North

24th St.

Centennial Lions Club
Allean Jasmin-Maloy 872-3164

Meet twice each month on the
second and fourth Thursdays at
12 noon at the Lamesa Boys and
Girls Club, 400 N. 7th St.

Christian Women’s
Job Corp
Karen Presley, director
806-556-5800 or 872-5627

Board meets every other month
at 1013 N. 2nd St.

Cub Scout Pack 722
Kerry Bybee, Cubmaster
872-9190

Meets at 7 p.m. every Tuesday
at Grace Lutheran Church, 1002
North 11th St.

Dawson County
Farm Bureau
Jeremy Brown, president
872-8333

Meets the third Thursday of each
month at 7 a.m. in the Farm Bu-
reau building, 1602 Lubbock Hwy

Dawson County
Historical Society
Wayne Smith
872-3909

Meets twice a year, January and
July, at the Dal Paso Museum, 300
block S. 1st Street

Dawson County
Library Board

Letha Leonard, president

Meets at 5:30 p.m. on the third
Tuesday of every month at the
Dawson County Public Library
meeting room, 511 N. 3rd St.

Dal Paso

Museum Board
Judy Beam
201-1184

Meets at 5 p.m. the second
Tuesday of each month at the
Chamber of Commerce Presidents
Room, 123 Main Ave.

Dawson County
Teen Court

Shelley Barron, director
806-787-2699

Meets at 5:45 p.m. on the sec-
ond Monday of each month in the
Dawson County Courthouse

Dawson County

United Fund
Sharon Culp
872-5426

Board meets mainly during late
summer and fall to organize an-
nual fund drive

Dawson County 4-H
872-3444

Contact the Texas A&M AgrilLife
Extension office in Lamesa for
information

Friends of Movieland
Mike Roy
872-2750

Board meets the last Monday of
each month at Movieland, 604 N.
Austin Avenue

Girl Scouts
Joy Vera
806-441-8370

Two local troops meet at least
every other week, depending on
their age group, at the Girl Scout
Hut, 705 S. Bryan Ave.

Golden Tornado

Booster Club
Shelley Angeley, president
806-201-1431

Meets three to four times during
the school year

Green Thumb
Garden Club

Virginia Leonard
872-8153

Meets on the first Thursday of
each month at 9:30 a.m. at The
Feed Lot, 104 N.E. 14th St.,
except during January, June, July
and August.

Kiwanis Club
Scott Miers, president
872-5457

Meets every Tuesday at 12 noon
at the Forrest Park Community
Center, South 9th St. and Houston
Ave.

Knights of Columbus
Juan Ramirez, Grand Knight
806-332-6096

Meets at 7 p.m. on the first
Thursday of each month.

Lamesa Bar Association
Roxanne Cox
200-2629

Meets the last Friday of each
month at K-Bob’s, 2200 Lubbock
Hwy.

Lamesa Boys
and Girls Club
Allean Jasmin-Maloy
executive director
872-3164

Board meets at 12 noon on the
second Friday of each month at
the Boys and Girls Club, 400 N.
7th St.

Lamesa Area
Chamber of Commerce
Sandra Adams, president
872-2181

Board meets at 12 noon on the
second Monday of each month in
the Presidents Room at the Cham-
ber office, 123 Main Avenue.

Lamesa Cal Ripken
Baseball League
Rick Wallace, president
806-773-3539

Lamesa

Community Players

Mariellen Menix - 759-2623

Playhouse phone - 872-2705
Board meets at 6:30 p.m. on the

second Thursday of each month at

the Playhouse, 214 N. Austin Ave.

Lamesa Cotton Growers
Johnny Todd, president
759-9138

Board meets as needed and the
annual membership meeting is
normally in March or April.

Lamesa Gideons
Tommy Sanders
806-548-0435

Meets at 7 a.m. each Friday at
the Lamesa Seniors Community,
122 N.E. 27th Street

Lamesa
Rodeo Association
Cody King
806-781-1818

Meets annually in January, then
meets as needed before the an-
nual rodeo

Milam Lodge #11
Mc Mcllwain
201-0599

Meets the second Monday of
each month at the lodge hall, North
2rd St. and Main Ave.

Medical Arts

Hospital Auxiliary
Betty Leonard
201-2263

Meets at 9:30 a.m. the sec-
ond Thursday of each month at
Medical Arts Hospital Community
Room, 2200 N. Bryan Avenue

Optimist Club
Billy Ray Smith
872-3353

Meets at 7 a.m. each Tuesday at
the Dawson County Senior Citi-
zens Center, 609 N. Austin Ave.

Rotary Club
Dale Hansard
872-5151 Ext. 1356

Meets at 12 noon each Wednes-
day at the Forrest Park Community
Center, South 8th and Houston
Ave.

Sunshine Garden Club
Letha Brown
872-7230

Meets at 7 p.m. the second
Thursday of each month at the
Northridge Retirement Center ac-
tivity center, 100 N.E. 27th Street

Texas Tornadoes
Lamesa Disc Golf Club
Joey Barron, president
201-5235.
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Boys, Girls Club has 3,200 members

he Lamesa Boys and Girls children assistance with their
I Club continues to offer a homework
variety of programs to serve “Our kids really are our future,”
the community’s youth.. Jasmin-Maloy said.

Its current membership stands “We’re hoping through our
at 3,200 which is up nearly 300 different programs we’re able
from two years ago. The club is to provide tools for our kids to
open to all those between the ages  where they can be more produc-
of five and 18 years old. tive.”

“It’s great knowing that we Two of the Lamesa Boys and
reach out to so many Girls Clubs’ current pro-
of our children here in Lamesa grams are Smart Moves
Lamesa. Like in any- Bovs and and Girls Strong for the
thing else, it always . y girls as well as Passport
helps getting the kind Girls Club  to Manhood for the boys.
of support that we do 400 N. 7th Street These life skill programs
for our kids from this 872-3164 are for children nine
community,” said Allean years old and over.
Jasmin-Maloy now in her 14th “We’ve used the Smart Moves
year as executive director. program all 14 years that we’ve

On a daily average the club been here,” Jasmin-Maloy said.
serves 130 youngsters between the “We can see a big difference
ages of five and 15 years old. in our kids just because of these

The club’s normal operating programs,” Jasmin-Maloy said.
hours are 3:30 to 7 p.m. Monday “There’s just so much more
through Friday. It is open from 7 about becoming an adult than
a.m. to 6 p.m. during the summer. just turning 21. A lot of it’s about

COOLING OFF AND HAVING FUN " LPR photo

The Lamesa Boys and Girls Club making the right decisions and
normally has the same holidays as right choices. We’re hoping that Lamesa Boys and Girls Club members are treated to some cool fun each
the Lamesa ISD. these programs help them do year at the end of the summer program.

Among the programs offered by  that.”
this club are sports, art classes, The Lamesa Boys and Girls Club “It’s these children which keep every day when they walk into our
health and lifestyle instruction, employs two full-time employees us going, especially all of those building,” Jasmin-Maloy said.
and Power Hour, which provides and four part-time.” smiles which we see on their faces

1409 N Dallas
Lamesa, TX
806-872-8858

Fax: 806-872-8859 REALTOR"

Buying or selling property can be a challenge. So when you decide to buy or sell your property,
call on the experienced professionals at Bethel Nix Realty Company.

Established in 1984, Bethel Nix Realty Company is the leader in West Texas real estate. Strategically located in Lamesa, half-way
between Lubbock and Midland/Odessa, we cover the South Plains and Permian Basin like no one else can. With over 20 years expe-
rience, our agents are dedicated to providing you the highest levels of service in order to find the property that fits you best- wheth-
er it is residential, commercial or farm and ranch.

Don Bethel 759-3127 (C) Dave Nix 759-3565 (C)
872-5756 (H) 872-3565 (H)
Shirley Wilkie 759-9825 (C) John Farris 759-7747 (C)
872-2936 (H) 872-5747 (H)

www.bethelnixrealty.com
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Municipal
Golf Course
continues
to improve

amesa’s Municipal Golf
I Course continues to grow in
popularity among local golf-
ers, especially after becoming the
only course currently available af-
ter the Lamesa Country Club golf
course closed

in 2016. Lamesa
Victor Dimas . -

continues to Munlmpal

overseemany Golf Course

changes and 201 N. Ave. S

improvements 201-2544

as superin-

tendent of the nine-hole course,
which now includes a driving
range on the south side of South
1st Street.

“One of the biggest things going
for us is the way the city continues
to provide us with good equipment
to keep our course one which ev-
erybody will be proud of,” Dimas
said.

“Plus, when I first started out
here we had only one employee.
Now, we're up to two full time
employees and one part-time on
weekends which has kept me from
being out here six or seven days a
week.”

Formerly called Plains Fair-
ways the Lamesa Municipal Golf
Course is owned and operated by
the city of Lamesa.

It currently has about 146 mem-
bers.

“We couldn’t make it without
the kind of help that we get from
our members,” Dimas said. “One
of the things which impressed me
the most is how they got together
to help purchase a new roller for
the greens which cost us right at
$9,500.

“We’ve just got a lot of good
people out here who take a lot of
pride in our golf course.”

Beginning April 5, the course
will start its weekly scrambles
every Wednesday evening. Those
scrambles draw as many as 100
golfers.

Nine tournaments are on this
year’s schedule, beginning April
15 with the Lamesa Golden Tor-
nado Booster Club’s Four-Person
Scramble.

One of the biggest tournaments
each summer is the Wayne Hogg
Memorial scheduled for Aug. 12
and 13.

Green fees are $20 for up to 18
holes per day on weekdays and $25
per day on weekends. Carts are
available for $15 each for 18 holes.

s

IT

S

LETTIN

A contestant sends a disk flying as he tees off on the

Lamesa’s Chicken Fried Steak Supper last year.

course in Forrest Park during a tournament as part of

Disk golf gaining popularity

golf with a disk rather than
a ball, disc golf is now in
its sixth year being played on
a course which winds its way
through Forrest Park on the south
side of Lamesa.

“It seems like more and more
people are coming out to play all
of the time,” said Joey Barron,
President of the local Texas Tor-
nado Disc Club.

The club currently has about
10 members who play at the local
course on a regular basis.

The course also draws a number
of others who are not members of
any club but just like to go out and
play for fun when they have time.

“We’ve got a pretty good course
here. It’s pretty tough. It’s not
real long but with the trees and
everything in the park it keeps it
challenging,” Barron said.

“One of the things which helps
our course is how it’s usually kept
pretty clean. Our city does a great
job helping us out there.”

From spring through fall, the
course is the location of a singles
tournament at 1 p.m. every Sun-
day and a mini (doubles) tourna-
ment at 6:30 p.m. every Wednes-
day.

“We keep seeing different people
out there playing all of the time
including some pretty good ones,”
Barron said.

Barron said the Texas Tornado
Disc Club plans on hosting a big
doubles tournaments the weekend
of the Chicken Fried Steak Festi-
val at the end of April.

“We're looking forward to hav-
ing a pretty good tournament

For people who would rather

here that weekend. We've already said.
gotten responses from people in
Hobbs, Littlefield, San Angelo,
Lubbock and Midland about play-

ing here that weekend,” Barron

ments each year is the Tornado

September.

"LPR photo

One of the club’s biggest tourna-

Open held either in late August or

Book Your
Thairapy Session

Licensed Thairapists

Annie Cantu Melinda Torres
Connie Nance Sandra Stewart

Kamie Treadwell

Pedicures e Manicures
Shellac e Gel o Cuts e
Color e Perms e Tanning
And More!

Thairapy Salon,

519 N Ist §
872-3992

\\
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SCHOOL ROOM

LPR photo

A display of an old school room is one of the many permanent exhibits
housed in individual rooms at the Dal Paso Museum.

Dal Paso museum offers
glimpse of local history

al Paso Museum Board
D President Judith Beam and

her fellow board members
do their best to encourage local
citizens to come relive the history
of the community by touring the
city’s museum.

“We tell people
all of the time how
they really are
missing the history
of Lamesa if they
don’t come see us,”
Beam said.

With the museum
open from 2to 5
p.m. on Saturdays,
Katy Brandon is
usually there to

Dal Paso Museum
300 block South 1st St.
872-5007

Board of Directors
Judy Beam, president
Theresa Estes, vice president
Judith Holladay, publicity chair
Delois Burkett, secretary
Wayne Smith, treasurer
Sandra Adams
Ima Dee Daffern
Esther Miers

ment like their different ropes and
barbed wires.”

Beam said they are always try-
ing to create something news.

“We’ve been working on a city
room where we’ve got everything
from pictures of
all of our different
mayors to even the
old parking me-
ters.”

The Dal Paso
Museum opened in
1987 in the former
Dal Paso Hotel
building which was
established in 1925.
The hotel closed in
1971 and quickly

greet guests. Janice Ho fell into disrepair.
; g9
daye vitors ma Shelley Barron Wb ot together -
}3{’5 s ty Anne Riddle ; d.P ghtt
ask for entry into Arthur Pedroza to discuss what to
the museum by go- Paula Simco do wi e build-
ing next door to the Allean Jasmin-Mallo ing. The decision
y o
Chamber of Com— Jane Stone to convert it into
merce ofﬁqe in that Kathaleen Brown a museum was an
same building. Vicki Whitman easy one to make.

The ground floor
of the museum features a large,
open lobby which resembles
the lobby of the hotel originally
housed in the building. There are
two party rooms on that bottom
floor available for rent.

Former guest rooms upstairs
house various permanent exhib-
its providing a look back at the
history of Lamesa and Dawson
County.

“To us, one of the things which
helps make our museum so
wonderful is all of the different
rooms,” Beam said, “from our
veterans room, commerce room,
church room to our sports room
to our western room where we’ve
got our cowboys and their equip-

Those wishing
to rent the museum for weddings,
parties, reunions or other events
may contact the Chamber of Com-
merce office for more information.

The board hosts a member-
ship drive with a Christmas Open
House each December, as well as
programs and events throughout
the year.

Efforts continue to make the
museum a window into life in
Dawson County over the years.

“During Spring break, Bob Hen-
derson took his granddaughter
through the museum. They just
had a ball. You could see a smile
on her face in every one of their
pictures,” Chamber of Commerce
President Sandra Adams said.

Movieland Theater
runs on volunteers

ith the closing of the
s ; s ; SkyVue Drive-In Theater
after a fire destroyed
the kitchen and dining building,
Lamesa’s Movieland Theater is
now the only movie theater in this
immediate area.

A non-profit community effort
which operates
mainly with volun-
teers, Movieland
opened in 2001
and now has two
screens providing

a choice of first-run
movies, including those in 3D.

The theater was established two
years after local resident Skeet
Noret closed the original walk-in
movie theater at that location.

Lamesa Girl Scout Troop #43 ad-
opted reopening the movie theater
as a project and quickly gained
widespread community support to
help make their dream become a
reality.

The first letters sent out seek-
ing memberships to help fund the
theater received more than 300
responses.

Lamesa’s
Movieland Theater
604 N. Austin Ave.
806-872-2750
local residents with  Www.lamesamovieland.com

Opening initially with only one
screen, the theater has received a
number of grants from the local
Weaver Foundation which has al-
lowed it to continually upgrade its
facility.

The theater features modern
digital projection and sound
equipment. News-
eating and a digital
outdoor marquee
were installed last
year.

Key to the opera-
tion is the contin-
ued support from
the members of Friends of Mov-
ieland and a broad base of volun-
teers.

“We really couldn’t do this with-
out the support of our Friends
of Movieland memberships and
the continued attendance of our
patrons, the school field trips and
the many volunteers who all make
this a success,” said Director of
Operations Mike Roy.

The theater hosts a membership
drive each February, with mem-
bership packages available from
$25 up through $500.

N

Home Decor
Jewelry

Slimsations

Have you seen our new
Stop by and take a peek!

Arbor Area Available for Parties

: Now Carrying Clothing Lines Formerly
Available at The Pampered Lady

Multiples

& McCall's By Julie &

——

look?

Clothing
Baby Items

Ravel

112 Austin Ave

872-3047
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based on the legend that the popu-

Tall tale leads to 1g festival

ased on a tall tale, Lame-
B sa’s Chicken Frled Steak

Festival has itself become
the stuff of legends in just a few
short years.

Drawing visitors and partici-
pants from across the nation
—and even a few from overseas
—the festival is Lamesa’s largest
annual event.

Scheduled each year on the
last weekend of April, this
year’s festival is set for April 28-
30 in Forrest Park.

The event includes a wide va-
riety of activities ranging from
a cookoff and classic car show to
a wine tasting and team roping

competition.

Other usual activities include
a 5K run, disc golf tournament,
pet costume contest, community-
wide church service, Bingo and a
chicken-fried steak supper.

A softball tournament has been
added to the schedule this year
to christen a new softball field
located in the park.

With a similar number expected
this year, some 130 booths in 2016
offered up everything from food
and fun to crafts and clothing.

A petting zoo and inflatable

jump houses are normally among

the various attractions designed
for children.

Although always at the whim of
the West Texas winds, one of the
annual highlights of the event is
the Crossroads Balloon Rally.

Twenty hot-air balloons par-
ticipated in 2016, not only floating
into the skies over Lamesa but
also putting on a nighttime fire
fest in which burners atop the
baskets are ignited with a roar in

FESTIVAL FUN
Hot air balloons and a classic car show
are just a couple of the attractions at
Lamesa’s annual Chicken Fried Steak
Festival the last weekend in April

LPR photos

tune with music.

Music is always in abundance
at the festival, with bands and
groups of various types entertain-
ing for nightly dances and at other
times throughout the festival.

Chicken-fried steaks take center
stage at a Friday evening dinner
hosted by the Lamesa Area Cham-
ber of Commerce and in a cookoff
offering hundreds of dollars in
prize money.

First held in 2011, the festival is

lar chicken-fried steak originated
in Lamesa.

As the story goes, the dish was
first created here in 1911 when a
short-order cook at a local restau-
rant received separate orders for
chicken and fried steak.

Believing it was a single order
for chicken-fried steak, the cook
battered and fried a steak as he
would have a piece of chicken —
creating a dish that is now a staple
of Texas and the southwest.

The story, however, actually was
a piece of fiction created in haste
in 1976 to fill a page in the Austin
American-Statesman.

But the story quickly took on
legendary status and has since
been repeated again and again
in various news outlets across
the country and now around the
world via the internet.

Deciding to embrace the tale and
make the most of the fame it has
brought to Lamesa, local leaders
created the Chicken Fried Steak
Festival in 2011 and even con-
vinced the Texas legislature that
same year to officially designate
Lamesa as the “Legendary Home
of the Chicken Fried Steak.”

New date set for Blackshear reunlon

very other year, students
E who attended the Blacks-

hear School on the East side
of town gather for a reunion.

The Blackshear School was open
from 1925-1965 for the African-
American students in Lamesa and
the surrounding area.

While the reunion is normally
held on the weekend closest to
the July 4th holiday, Blackshear
Reunion President Aaron Manuel
has announced a change in the
event for 2017.

“We're gonna try to have it
during Juneteenth weekend this
year,” Manuel recently said.

Passing down history through
the generations sometimes is left
to the elders presenting “the good
ole days” to the younger genera-
tions through reminiscing in the
oral tradition.

And that’s the situation that
most of the Lamesa Blackshear
students face.

With the Blackshear school
starting in 1925 and ending with
desegregation of the Lamesa In-
dependent School District in 1963,
the youngest of those students
now are in their mid to late 50s.

Photographs of the school and
students are few and far between

. E
REMEMBERING OLD TIMES

Getting together in the park to visit is one of the favorite activities at the Blackshear school reunion.

and treasured at the reunion held
in the Dawson County Community
Building.

The event includes a special
church service held in the Saint
John Baptist Church, a scholar-
ship banquet, a fashion show,
Bingo tournaments, picnics and a
parade.

“Next to churches, schools were
the most important institutions

in the Black community,” states

a booklet prepared by the Black-
shear Reunion Committee. “The
segregated schools cultivated
strong ties within the community
and people sacrificed time and
money to sustain their schools,
staffed by teachers who had a firm
sense of mission to instill an in-
centive to learn and to teach their
pupils to stand on their own two

feet.”

The Blackshear Yellow Jackets at-
tended the segregated school, which
was located along South Lynn
Avenue where the Lamesa ISD bus
barn now is situated from 1925-1966.

The school was named in honor
of E.L. Blackshear, principal of
Prairie View A&M College.

The first Blackshear teacher was
Florence Emma Bradford Woods.
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Restored mural back on display

n oil-on-canvas mu-

ral entitled The Horse

Breakers, which was
painted by Fletcher Martin in
1939, now is on public display in
Lamesa.

The mural actually had been
in place on the wall of a public
building in Lamesa since 1939,
but most current residents of
Lamesa were not even aware of
the mural before it was re-
moved for restoration.

Since the former federal of-
fice building where the mural
previously was located had
been vacant since 1987, the
mural basically had been hid-
den away from public view for
almost 30 years.

But thanks to the efforts of
local resident Randy Leonard
and others, along with financial
grants awarded by the Weaver
Foundation, that mural was
restored and is now mounted on
the north wall inside the Forrest
Park Community Center.

Richard Leonard built a frame
for placement around the edges
of the mural, which is mounted
directly to the wall.

Scott M. Haskins, Conservator
of Fine Art and owner of Fine

LPR photo

MURAL
The band Pearl and the Polka Dots performed in front of The Horse Breakers
mural last year inside the Forrest Park Community Center. After being on a
wall in the former federal buiding here for decades, the mural was restored
and placed in the community building in May 2016.

mural underwent an estimated 250
hours of cleaning, restoration and
chemical preservation work at his
laboratory in California.

It was returned to Lamesa in
March of 2016.

Haskins painted the mural as
part of a New Deal work program
operated during the Great Depres-

Art Conservation Laboratories in
Santa Barbara, Calif., and his son,
Ryan Bishop, a conservation tech-
nician, in September 2015 removed
the mural from the former federal
building located in the 100 block of
Houston Avenue in Lamesa.
Over a six-month period,

Haskins said, The Horse Breakers

sion to provide work for quali-
fied artists and decoration for
new federal buildings all over
the nation.

About 1,000 murals — all
painted by various artists
selected as the result of anony-
mous competitions — were
installed in Post Offices and
federal courthouses throughout
the United States. Sixty-one
were placed in Texas.

“This was painted during the
prime of the artist’s career,”
Haskins said. “Fletcher Martin
was really well known and did
some iconic stuff.”

Several different names -
WPA (Works Progress Admin-
istration) art, regionalism and
modernism — are used to de-
scribe the style of the painting,
Haskins said. It is a look that
artwork had at that time on an
international level, he said, and

is a very common style found in
many different countries.

“If a person is not used to this
style of art, they might not like
it,” Haskins said about the mu-
ral, “but artwork is not a perfect
reflection of life and this particu-
lar mural painting actually is very
well done.”

Sunday School: 9:15 AM
Worship: 10:30 AM
Evening Worship: 5:00 PM

First Baptis
801 South Lst &t

t Church

i)
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AssemBLy oF Gob

Bethel Assembly of God
7 Miles West of Ackerly, 432-353-4545
Mike Riggans, Pastor

Bethel Temple 2nd Latin
American Assembly of God
North 13th & Ave. L, 806-872-9953
Jesse Salazar, Pastor

Faith Temple
Foursquare Fellowship
1400 South 8th St., 806-872-5755
Jerry Walton, Pastor

First Assembly of God
North 7th and Bryan Ave., 806-872-3287
Mike Matheny, Pastor

Templo Ebenezer
Pastors Joe & Irene Martinez
Welch, TX

Temple Elim
Spanish Assembly of God
610 South Ave. F
Jesse Hernandez, Pastor

BaAPTIST

Cornerstone Fellowship
213 North Houston, 806-200-0563
Daniel Reese, Pastor

Crestview Baptist Church
Ave. V and Juniper Drive, 872-8414
Charles Empey, Pastor

Ebenezar Baptist Church
112 Canyon Ave.
Rev. Jerry Gardener, Pastor

First Baptist Church
801 South 1st St., 872-5451
Jim Medley, Pastor

First Baptist Church - Ackerly
103 Avenue A

First Baptist Church - Welch
O’Donnell Hwy., 489-7698
Jody O’Brian, Pastor

First Baptist Church - Gail

Randy Hardman, Pastor

Friendship Baptist Church
501 CR 24, 462-7403
Dennis Adams, Pastor

Iglesia Bautista Nueva Vida -
O’Donnell

702 7th St., O’'Donnell, 806-428-3870

Rev. (Hno.) F. Daniel Herrera, Pastor

Klondike Baptist Church
801 CR 30, 462-7754

Midway Baptist Church
2317 CR T, 497-6456
Garland Stueart, Pastor

Mount Olive Baptist Church
1201 South Detroit, 872-4514
Reverend Ira Kelly

Northside Baptist Church
North 12th and Main Ave., 872-3002
Dee Woolam, Pastor

Primera Baptist Church
504 N.E. 4th St,,
Larry Gomez, Pastor

Second Baptist Church
1705 North Bryan Ave., 872-7400
Pat Githens, Interim Pastor

St. John’s Missionary Baptist Church

South 10th and Akron Ave.
Reverend Ardin Medlock

Sunset Baptist Church

North 9th and Ave. O
Gerald Parsons, Pastor

CATHOLIC

St. Margaret Mary Catholic Church

908 South 2nd St., 872-8369
Father Joseph Kurumbel, Priest

Our Lady of Guadalupe Church
409 N. Hartford

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Ackerly Church of Christ
405 4th Street, Ackerly, 432-253-4771
Craig Shackleford, Pastor

Lamesa Church of Christ
702 N. 14th, 872-8369
Mark Hackett, Minister

Welch Church of Christ
Kalith Brown, Minister

CHuRcH ofF Gob IN CHRIST

Greater Johnson Memorial
Church of God in Christ
212 South 13th St.

J.E. Evans, Pastor

Prayer House
Church of God in Christ

Rufus Hunter, Pastor

LUTHERAN

Grace Lutheran Church
1002 North 11th St., 872-2858
Alan Korinek, Pastor

METHODIST

First United Methodist Church
North 3rd St. and Austin Ave., 872-5409
Scott Seymour, Pastor

La Trinidad
United Methodist Church
1002 South 4th, 872-5237
Rev. Moises Isla Duenas

Northridge United Methodist Church

N. 26th and Lubbock Hwy., 872-5959
Roy Keith, Pastor

NAZARENE
Church of the Nazarene

912 North 1st St.
Lee Lennon, Pastor

PENTECOSTAL
Calvary United Pentecostal Church

502 North 22nd St., 872-3486
Rev. John Lanham, Pastor

House of God Gates to Heaven
1015 North 1st
Henry & Josie Cantu, Pastors

House of Prayer Pentecostal Church
504 South 1st St.
Lee Iglesias, Pastor

PRESBYTERIAN

First Presbyterian Church
1305 North Ave. G, 872-3362
Sam Lanham, Pastor

OTHERS

Asamblea Apostolicia
De La Fe En Cristo Jesus
308 S. 8th  806-891-1424
Luis Carlos Contreras

Christ The Rock
402 S. Bryan, 806-200-3784
Josephine & Demetrio Gonzales, Pastors

Church of God of the First Born
712 N. Hartford
Glen Garcia, Pastor

Faith of God in Christ
605 N. 12th St.
Ramiro Lumbreras, Pastor

Family Harvest Church
512 North 2nd St.
Joey Rivas, Pastor

Kingdom Hall of
Jehovah’s Witnesses
212 NE 27th Street, 872-8709
Curtis Moore, Elder

Lamesa Christian Fellowship
201 N. 22nd St., 872-6438
Gwen Aldridge, Pastor

Ministerio Bread of Life
1111 South 11th St.
Jeremiah Aguayo, Pastor

Mosaic Community Church
1013 N. 2nd, 806-416-8489
Harris Evans, Pastor

New Hope Worship Center
1106 N. Houston, 432-257-2119
Richard Aguilar, Pastor

Nueva Vida En Cristo
Centro Cristiano
202 South Ave. N
Nick Cervantes, Pastor

River of Life Fellowship
401 S. 1st St., 872-0661
Mike Barkowsky, Pastor

Templo La Hermasura De Dios
1906 Seminole Road
Geno Salazar, Pastor

Agape Ministry
1302 Seminole Road
Manuel Salazar, Pastor

The Gideon’s Lamesa Camp
P.O. Box 325
872-2039

Victory Life
407 N. Canyon
Earnesto Varella, Pastor
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Limited hunting,
fishing Vallabl

ith miles and miles
of open fields,
Dawson County is

often mistaken to be virtu-
ally void of wildlife.

That is not the case,
however, as opportunities
for hunting and limited
fishing are available here.

Dawson County has
hunting seasons for both
white-tailed deer, located
mainly in the eastern part

of the county along the
caprock, and mule deer,
found mainly in range and
grassland in the western
part of the county.

White-tail deer season
normally runs from early Novem-
ber to about the first of January.
Mule deer season, however, is usu-
ally limited to about nine days in
late November.

Dove hunting is a popular fall
pastime, with open season nor-
mally running from Sept. 1 to mid-
November, with another opportu-
nity in late December.

Although scarce for a number of
years, quail appear to be making
a comeback, with hunting season
this past year running from late
October to late February.

Sandhill cranes can regularly
been seen flying across the county
in ever-changing V formations
during the early-morning and
late-evening hours during the
winter months. Hunting cranes
is relatively limited, however,
as a federal permit and migra-
tory game bird endorsement are
required in addition to the normal
state hunting license.

A Texas hunting license, nor-
mally available for purchase at
one or more locations in Lamesa,
is required in order to legally har-
vest any of the previously-men-

Call us for
all your

S0 (i T e FATE
MULE DEER
Found mainly in the western part of the
county, mule deer often hide amid the foli-
age around playa lakes.

tioned birds and game animals.

Many people here also enjoy
hunting coyotes and feral hogs
here on a regular basis through-
out the year. In certain situations,
a hunting license is not required
for those animals.

A variety of other wildlife,
ranging from bobcats and foxes to
javelina and racoons, may be spot-
ted occasionally.

Fishing in Dawson County is
generally limited to the a small
pond in Lamesa’s North 9th Street
Park behind the Lamesa Boys and
Girls Club.

While a few small catfish and
other fish are caught year-round,
each winter the pond is stocked
with several thousand rainbow
trout for the enjoyment of local
anglers of all ages. Stocking of
the lake is a joint project of the
local Wilton Foundation, City of
Lamesa and the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department.

Hunters and fishermen should
consult the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department for specific
information about seasons and
other regulations.

insurance needs.

B8 Jonathan Goode
Insurance

Office: 606 N. 4th * 872-9467

PEDROZA'S

Mexican Food Restaurant

We offer a
full service,
dine-in or
take-out
variety.
We also have an
easy drive-thru

window for on
the run ordering.

872-2884

1501 Lubbock Huy

Spring into Action

Let Halfmann
Heat & Air
prepare your
HVAC system
for the warm
months ahead

Call us today!

Halfmann Heat & Air

806-332-4513
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Cotton covers the coun

Local economy
depends greatly
on agriculture

ith Lamesa surrounded
s ; s ; by miles and miles of
farmland and a number of
livestock operations, agriculture
has long been the backbone of the
local economy.

Agriculture in operation is clear-
ly visible across the very terrain
of the county, from tractors and
long rows of crops in the fields to
barns, livestock fences and irriga-
tion systems that dot the horizon.

Agriculture’s direct impact also
is seen in numerous tractor and
implement dealerships, manufac-
turing firms, cotton gins, chemical
supply companies, aerial spray
operations, irrigation companies
and various other agriculture
businesses located here.

It carries over into many other
operations as well, from fuel sup-
pliers and tire dealers to financial
institutions and governmental
offices.

And when it comes to agricul-
ture in Dawson County, cotton is
definitely king.

More than 327,000 acres of cotton
were planted in Dawson County in
2016.

Although final production
figures are not available for 2016,
Dawson County produced 328,300
bales of cotton in 2015, according
to the USDA’s Agricultural Statis-
tics Service.

That’s roughly
158 million pounds
of cotton which,
at a average
nationwide price

Dawson County

Cotton Production
(past 10 years)

COTTON HARVEST

With the volume of the crop largely dependent on
rainfall and other weather conditions throughout the

including the Conservation Re-
serve Program which pays land-
owners to keep fragile cropland
out of production, also pump mil-
lions of dollars each year into the
local agriculture economy.

The Lamesa Cotton Growers and
the Dawson County Farm Bureau
are two of the leading agriculture
organizations in Dawson County.

Local producers
have a long his-
tory of serving in
key agricultural
leadership roles at

of just 61.3 cents Year Bales Harvested the regional, state
per pound in the Acres and even national
2015-2016 market- levels.
ing year, translates 288; iiiggg ﬂiﬁgg The Lamesa Cot-
into almost $97 mil- ’ ’ ton Growers orga-
lion in fiber sales 2009 271,000 258,000  pjzation works in
alone. 2010 381,900 313,500 cooperation with
Among the ot}_ler 2011 68,000 64,800 Texas AgriLife
crops producedin 2012 160,300 160,300 Extension, Texas
Daiz;i}slon Cﬁ)unty 2013 86,100 47,000 Te((:1h I{lmversrcy_
athoughona 5014 228700 229,800 andother agencies
much smaller vol- 2015 328.800  294.900 in the operation of
ume than cotton - e ' alarge agricultur-
are wheat, peanuts, 2016 *260,000 al research farm
grain sorghum, Source: USDA Agricultural Statistics Service here called the
alfalfa, sunflow- *Estimated from Lamesa Press-Reporter survey Agricultural Com-
ers, sesame, millet, plex for Advanced

grapes and pecans.

Cattle, grazing on rangeland
scattered across the county or in
fields where forage is produced,
also are a significant part of the
local agriculture picture.

Federal agriculture programs,

Research and Extension System.

Lamesa is home to a USDA cot-
ton classing office which under-
went a $5.5 million renovation a
few years ago which put it on the
leading edge of classing technol-
ogy.

LPR photo

year, the cotton harvest each fall has a major impact
each year on the economy of Dawson County.
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Oil pumps money into economy

1though continuing to suffer
from the downturn which
hit the industry a few years
ago when world oil prices plum-
meted, oil exploration and produc-
tion continue to play a significant
role in the economic vitality of
Lamesa and Dawson County.
Oil pumps revenue not only
into the pockets of royalty owners
but schools, county and hospital

Dawson County

Oil, Gas Production
(Past 10 years)

Year Producing Oil Casinghead
Wells  (barrels) Gas
(million cubic feet)

1,421 3,459,916 1,779,621
1,432 3,758,687 1,988,030
1,379 4,139,367 2,269,299
1,320 4,174,390 2,210,789
1,292 3,855,435 2,067,441
2,291 3,706,056 2,080,178
1,282 3,752,519 2,217,234
2009 1,155 3,923,610 2,333,132
2008 1,153 4,218,149 2,456,769
2007 1,118 4,439,336 2,474,969

Source: Texas Railroad Commission

2016
2015
2014
2013
2012
2011
2010

coffers, oilfield service companies
and others

A number of oilfield service
companies are located in Dawson
County, ranging from branch
operations of international firms
to privately owned and operated
companies.

Hundreds of local residents work
in the oilfield industry in jobs rang-
ing from roustabouts and rig hands
to pumpers and truck drivers.

Numerous farmers and land-
owners also have found a welcome
alternative revenue source by
selling groundwater needed for
oilfield drilling and recovery op-
erations.

Oil-related companies generally
dominate the list of top taxpay-
ers not only for Dawson County
but the hospital district, Mesa
Underground Water Conservation
District, and local school districts.

Although some improvement
was being seen in early 2017, the
downturn in the industry as a re-
sult of low oil prices the past few
years has definitely been experi-
enced here.

Data from the Texas Railroad
Commission, which regulates
the oil and gas industry in Texas,
show both oil exploration activity

and production here has dropped
sharply the past few years.

The Railroad Commission
issued only 18 new permits for
oil drilling ventures in Dawson
County during 2016, compared to
115 in 2011 when the most recent
oil boom was at its peak.

Two of those permits issued in
2016 were for horizontal drilling
operations.

While the number of produc-
ing oil wells has remained fairly
steady, with 1,369 in the latest
count, oil production has dropped
from 4,139,367 barrels in 2014 to
3,459,916 barrels in 2016.

That production came from
more than 100 different firms op-
erating in Dawson County.

Oxy USA WTP, with extensive
holdings and operations in the
Welch area in the northwest part
of the county, is, by far, the largest
oil producer here.

Railroad Commission data
shows Oxy produced just over
687,500 barrels of oil last year
from 426 producing wells in Daw-
son County.

The second-largest producer
here, Legacy Reserves Operating,
pumped 285,807 barrels of oil from
131 producing wells in 2016.

April 2017

Medical Arts Specialty Annex Schedule

Monday
April 3rd

Dr. Mahal

Urology
806-771-0077

Wednesday

10 am -3 pm

April 5th

Dr. Joshi
Orthopedic

806-725-4818

Friday
April 7th

Dr. Shurmur
Cardiology
806-743-1501

Tuesda

Friday
April 14th
Dr. Yalamanchili

Oncology/
Hematology

806-725-7945

Wednesday
April 26th

Dr. Simfukwe

Nephrology
9am-12 pm
806-771-7412

9am-3 pm
806-744-7223

806-701-5858

April 11th
Dr. Hirsch

Vascular Surgeon
806-792-8185

Tuesday Wednesday Friday
April 18th April 19th April 21st
_Dr. Fay Dr. Kurdi Dr. Garza

Pain Management Cardiology Pedi Orthopedic

8 am -3 pm
432-337-6617

* MHMR Every Monday in April *

Medical Arts Specialty Annex
1016 N 17th St.
Lamesa, TX 79331
872-4179

Thursday
April 13th
Dr. Simfukwe
Nephrology
9am-12 pm
806-771-7412

Tuesday

April 25th

Dr. Fluhman
Podiatry
806-872-4179

Thursday
April 27th
Dr. Khandheria

Urology
10 am -4 pm
806-795-2533
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Chamber helps boost Lamesa

Promoting “the
economic, civic
and social wel-
fare” of Lamesa,
Dawson County and
vicinity is the stated
purpose of the Lamesa
Area Chamber of Com-
merce.

That organization,
which is led by a vol-
unteer board and has
a staff of two employ-
ees, continually works
toward that purpose by
sponsoring or helping
with various commu-
nity events throughout
the year, according to
Chamber President
Sandra Adams.

In addition, the
Chamber also helps
out new businesses and
continually promotes
the community.

Among the annual events
sponsored by the Chamber are
an Independence Day celebra-
tion, Trunk-or-Treat and cos-
tume contests at Halloween, as
well as high school and junior
high basketball tournaments.

Assisting the City of Lamesa
with the annual Chicken Fried
Steak Festival the last weekend
of April, the Chamber tradition-
ally hosts a chicken fried steak
dinner to help get
the festival ac-
tivities underway,
coordinates live

ANNUAL BANQUET
Larry Walker serves as emcee for the 2016 edition of the
annual Chamber of Commerce banquet. New Chamber
leaders are introduced, former leaders are recognized,

Lamesa Area
Chamber of Com-

each fall to teachers in Lamesa
and several surrounding school
districts.

Members of the Chamber’s
Round Up club not only repre-
sent the organization at various
open house and ribbon-cutting
events at new businesses but
also reach out to established
businesses as well.

The local Chamber has about
250 members, Adams said.

The Chamber
works closely
with officials
of the Lamesa

entertainment 1 2:§n|\/|ea Tr?fve Economic
and the outdoor PO, Box 880 Development

stage area, and
hosts the commu-
nity-wide church
service on Sunday
morning.

The organiza-
tion hosts an an-
nual open house
and other Christ-
mas activities in
addition to deco-
rating the down-
town area with

Lamesa, TX 79331
806-872-2181
www.lamesachamber.org
Email: info@lamesachamber.org

President
Sandra Adams
sandra@lamesachamber.org

Office Manager
Karen Mize
office@lamesachamber.org

Corporation and
Lamesa Eco-
nomic Alliance
Project, both

of which are
housed within
the Chamber
building located
at the northeast
corner of South
1st Street and
Main Avenue on
the downtown

Christmas lights Board of Directors Lamesa square.
and other decora- Ashley Clement - Chairman One of the
tions. Larry Duyck - Chair-Elect ways the Cham-
ners p].'aced on the Deedra Cope - Vice_Chair the Community
street light poles Vicki Winford - Treasurer to the sur-
in the downtown Robin Wiley - Past-Chair rounding area
area are provided Jerry Barnes is through
by the Chamber. Shelley Barron advertisements
With items Lee Casas in Travel Host
donated by lo- Scott Leonard magazine.
cal businesses, Michelle Pedroza Adams said
Chamber mem- Mark Ray that magazine
bers prepare and Dawn Runge focuses on
distribute appre- Don Sitton activities in,

ciation packets

Josh Stevens

and is distrib-

uted throughout, an area that
stretches from the Panhandle
to Abilene, San Angelo and the
Midland-Odessa area.

The Chamber staff regularly
sends out informational packets

LPR photo

and awards are presented to a Business of the Year, Man
of the Year and Woman of the Year.

to people inquiring about the
community or looking to relo-
cate here.

Helping newcomers find hous-
ing is another of the organiza-
tion’s efforts.

Catering by Pedroza's Grub Hub &
in-house parties for all occasions
872-8655

D

~ S)S)%)gr)
ViV | O
D IV

1510 Lubbock Hwy 806-870-7867

=
=
i




Page 19

i

,_,

[

REET

FACADE WORK

LPR photo

Hughes Plumbing and Heating is one local business which has taken
advantage of a facade improvement project offered as part of local

economic development efforts.

Dual efforts aim to
upgrade economy

amesa has two separate not-
I for-profit economic develop-
ment corporations that work
together as they seek opportuni-
ties to benefit already existing
businesses, as well as recruit new
businesses.

Although they offer financial
assistance in different ways,
the Lamesa Economic Alliance
Project (LEAP) and the Lamesa
Economic Development Corpora-
tion (LEDC) have a lot of things in
common.

Nathan Tafoya is executive
director of both organizations.
Hired in 2015, he has been working
in the field of economic develop-
ment for more than 15 years.

Five board members — Scott
Leonard, Bob Henderson, Sammy
Stevens and Bryan Nowlin - serve
on both the five-member LEDC’s
board of directors and on the
seven-member LEAP board, while
two other members — Bridgette
Krohn and Dave Bhakta — round
out the LEAP board.

Leonard currently serves as
president of both boards.

Board members for each or-
ganization are appointed by the
Lamesa City Council, while the of-
ficers are elected by the respective
boards.

Since all five of the LEDC board
members also serve on the LEAP
board, the regular meetings of
both boards are held jointly.

LEDC actively recruits new
businesses and industry for
Lamesa and offers financial as-
sistance to businesses creating
new jobs here, while LEAP also
is able to offer assistance to those
located outside of the city limits
but within Dawson County.

Within certain limitations estab-
lished by law, the LEDC also looks
for opportunities to help existing
businesses expand and to improve

Lamesa Economic
Development Corporation
and
Lamesa Economic
Alliance Project
123 Main Ave.

Lamesa, TX 79331
806-872-2207 (0)
806-414-6086 (m)
www.lamesadevelopment.org

Executive Director
Nathan Tafoya
nathan@lamesadevelopment.org

LEDC Board of Directors
Scott Leonard - president
Bob Henderson - vice president
Bryan Nowlin - secretary
Sammy Stevens - treasurer
Jason Anzaldua

LEAP Board of Directors
Scott Leonard - president
Bob Henderson - vice president
Bryan Nowlin - secretary
Sammy Stevens - treasurer
Jason Anzaldua
Dave Bhakta
Bridgette Krohn

the infrastructure serving local
businesses.

The LEDC receives its funding
from a Type A economic develop-
ment sales tax. Type A sales tax
funds are designated solely for the
recruiting and retaining of manu-
facturing and industrial projects.

LEAP is funded by a Type B
sales and use tax. Type B sales
tax funds are available to provide
funding for broader community
development projects.

Some examples of projects that
could be funded by the Type B
sales are a water supply facility
(with a special election required
for approval), sports and athletic
facilities, and tourism and en-
tertainment facilities, as well as
direct incentives for local retail
business.
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MOVIELAND

604 North Austin ~ 872-2750

www. lamesamovieland.com

Owned and Operated By Those We Serve
P.0.Box 970 Tahoka, Texas 79373

1-806-561-4588
Toll Free 1-877-218-2308

A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 3(\1)(
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Veterinary clinic has
nationwide reputation

. £ 5 AN

» Al A
MEMORIAL SERVICE

TDCJ photo

Each May the Preston E. Smith State Prison Unit conducts a memorial

service for fallen correctional officers in Texas and the nation.

State prison unit
is major employer

ith a total of just over
400 employees when
fully staffed, the Preston

E. Smith State Prison Unit is the
largest single employer in Dawson
County.

Out of the Smith Unit’s 400-plus
employees, almost 300 are part of
the security staff and the remain-
der are non-security employees
such as clerical staff,

mum/medium security and high
security facilities, the unit can
house a maximum of 2,234 inmates
but, under current state guide-
lines, is at no more than 95-percent
capacity.

The Smith Unit is located on
about 563 acres just south of F.M.
Highway 827 about two miles east
of Lamesa.

When staffing allows,

Windham Education Preston E. Smith prison officials attempt
employees or contract  State Prison Unit to aid local government
medical and mental 1313 CR 19 entities by providing
health employees. Lamesa, TX 79331 inmate work squads
Operated by the 806-872-6741 to assist with various
Texas Department Senior Ward projects.
of Criminal Justice (ra\lnlorl Aar Iden Within the unit is
(TDCJ), the Smith Unit orvelArno a mattress factory,
generates an annual Assistant Wardens staffed by inmates,
payroll of about $16 Jennifer Cozby which produces mat-
million. Robert Lopez tresses and similar
Although the Smith items for other prison

Unit has been having some difficul-
ty in maintaining a full correction-
al officer staff, the unit scored 100
percent on mandatory standards
and 98.8 percent on non-mandatory
standards at its most recent re-
accreditation audit in May of 2014.

Re-accreditation audits are con-
ducted every three years.

To help make up for the staff-
ing shortage, prison employees
work overtime and the state prison
system sends correctional officers
here from other units around the
region.

The Smith Unit is not alone in its
staffing difficulties, since several
other prison units across the state
are experiencing similar staffing
problems.

Although no housing is provided
by the TDCJ for staff, the Smith
Unit has 40 RV spaces where cor-
rectional officers and other staff
members are able to park their
personal or rented RVs.

Consisting of separate mini-

units and state agencies.

Educational opportunities avail-
able to inmates here include adult
basic education, GED training, spe-
cial education, English as a Second
Language, cognitive intervention,
and pre-release counseling.

The unit offers career and tech-
nology training in electrical trades,
mill and cabinetmaking, piping
trades and plumbing.

The initial 1,000-bed minimum/
medium security unit opened in
1992, following an intensive lob-
bying effort by local leaders who
saw such a facility as an economic
boost for the community. An ad-
ditional 300-bed housing unit was
added a few years later.

Construction of a high-security
unit, adjacent to the initial facility,
was completed in 1999 with space
for up to 1,320 inmates.

The unit is named for the late
Preston E. Smith, a 1930 graduate
of Lamesa High School who went
on to serve as governor of Texas.

t any given time a half-doz-

en or more horse trailers

are likely to be seen parked
outside Brock Veterinary Clinic in
Lamesa.

Aware of the clinic’s nationwide
reputation, horse owners drive
hundreds of miles to bring their
horses — whether working ranch
animals or top race horses — to the
local clinic. Thousands of horses,
from Texas and various other
states, are treated here every year.

A surgical center in the clinic’s
horse barn includes pre-op, sur-
gery and post-op facilities and is
equipped with a small magnetic
resonance imaging machine (MRI)
designed specially for horses.

But while the clinic specializes
in horses, they also routinely care
for dogs, cats and almost all other
animals with the exception of
exotics like snakes and birds.

Established by Dr. Bo Brock as a
one-veterinarian practice in 1992,
the clinic now has four veterinar-
ians, two full-time interns who
actually live on site, and a number
of support personnel.

Dr. Brock is one of only about
90 active veterinarians worldwide

with an equine certification from
the American Board of Veterinary
Practitioners.

Fellow veterinarian Dr. Michelle
Bessire is currently going through
the multi-year process to get her
equine certification.

In addition to their regular vet-
erinary work, Dr. Dustin McElwee
is a specialist in equine reproduc-
tion and Dr. Kasey Tweeten-King
is certified to do chiropractic work
on horses, dogs, cats and other
animals.

Brock Veterinary Clinic hosts
dozens of veterinary students a
year — from veterinary schools
across the entire nation — perform-
ing externships for 2-3 weeks each.

In addition to his reputation as a
top horse veterinarian, Dr. Brock
has gained widespread acclaim
as the author of “Crowded in the
Middle of Nowhere,” a book in
which he shares numerous short
and often hilarious experiences he
has encountered as a veterinarian.

Located at 1204 S. Dallas Ave.,
the clinic is open from 8:30 a.m. to
5:30 p.m. Mondays through Fri-
days and 8:30 a.m. to 12 noon on
Saturdays.
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BeeHive Homes of Lamesa
License #104153
109 NE 27th St

Lamesa, TX 79331
www.BeeHiveHomes.com

m— H OMES
Quality Senior Living
In A Residential Setting

GET IT WHILE IT’S HOT
Immediate Availability

Huvy in today aud allow us to be your Wext Best Place to Home

* 24 hour care
* Medication monitoring and charting
» Come cooked dietitian approved meals
* Association with activities of daily living
 Daily housekeeping and laundry services
* Individual and group activities
» Safe and secure with peace of mind!

LU e

CALL TO
SCHEDULE

A TOUR TODAY!
806-872-2073
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WORKING TOGETHER TO GROW &
PROSPER LAMESA, TX

Check out our new websites!

A

Lamesa £4
Chombe?l?

Relofataadatormation

Lamesa Economic Development
Logistics. Location. Livability.

Lamiesaandis Ref-a\ PATHS RY Parks Tleriats e
HOME " SWESELECTION ~  DOING BUSINESS

path s o 3 aﬂ 2
ek e e Site Selection

gw®

Bubdngs  Sles  Busnesses  Communiies L0

We mean business.

A
- LA
Chamber of Commeg
Lamesa Area Chamber of Lamesa Economic Development
Commerce & Visitor's Center Phone: 806.872.2207
Phone: 806.872.2181 Physical Address: 123 Main Ave. 79331

Physical Address: 123 Main Ave. 79331 Mailing Address: PO Box 880
Mailing Address: PO Box 880 Website: www.lamesadevelopment.org

Website: www.lamesachamber.org
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Wind, sun generating energy

awson County is home to a
D 200-megawatt wind energy

facility completed in 2015,
and soon will see the second phase

of construction get underway on a
200-megawatt solar energy farm.

Wind energy farm

The Mesquite Creek Wind, LLC,
project is located across a 25,000-
acre site about eight miles from
Lamesa in eastern Dawson County
and western Borden County.

The wind farm consists of 118
GE 1.79-megawatt turbines stand-
ing 287 feet tall with 140-foot long
blades.

Although BNB Renewable En-
ergy Holdings was the original de-
veloper of the project, that group
sold the wind farm to Sumitomo
Corporation of Americas in 2014.

The wind farm was built for
Sumitomo Corporations of Ameri-
cas, which partnered with Duke
Energy Corporation.

Sumitomo entered into an agree-
ments with General Electric to
operate the wind farm and with
Mars, Incorporated to acquire all
of the renewable energy certifi-
cates generated from the farm.

With an annual output of over
800,000 megawatt-hours, the
Mesquite Creek Wind generates
enough electricity to power all 70
of Mars’ U.S. sites.

The electricity generated also
is enough to power 61,000 U.S.
households for one year — or make
13 billion Snickers candy bars, ac-
cording to the Mars website.

SOLAR COLLECTORS

Photo courtesy of Southern Power

Long rows of solar panels such as these will generate electricity at the Lamesa Solar Facility.

Solar energy farm

Even before construction of the
wind energy project began, the
original developers announced
they were in the initial stages of
working on a possible solar energy
facility just southeast of Lamesa.

The Lamesa Phase I Solar
Project was completed about the
end of last month by Renewable
Energy Systems (RES), a global
energy firm based in the United
Kingdom with offices in Colorado.

Plans are in place to begin con-
struction of the Lamesa Phase II
Solar Project as soon as possible.

Initial development of the solar
project was handled by BNB
Renewable Energy Holdings. The
facility now owned by Atlanta-
based Southern Power.

RES is building the 887-acre so-
lar facility and will be responsible
for its operation and maintenance.

Once completed, the solar en-

PRODUCING ENERGY

photo

Producing different types of energy, tall wind turbines loom over an oil-
field pumpjack in eastern Dawson County.

ergy farm will have 411,000 elec-
tricity-generating solar panels in
place and is expected to generate
enough electricity to power about
26,000 homes.

The first phase of the solar
project was constructed on the
land between Lamesa and Los
Ybanez. The second phase will be
constructed east of that area.

Electricity generated at the site
will be put into the transmission
system at Oncor’s Lamesa Switch-
ing Station located on the east side
of Elgin Avenue.

A different developer also an-

nounced plans in 2015 for a pro-
posed 150-megawatt solar farm
about five miles west of Friend-
ship Baptist Church in southwest
Dawson County.

But the developers of that pro-
posed project announced early in
2016 that construction of the Core
Solar SPV IX wind farm would be
delayed for at least one year.

In March of this year, County
Judge Foy O’Brien said the project
developer advised that the wind
farm still was planned for develop-
ment but no timeline for construc-
tion was provided.

Still oering
Good Service

and
Quality Ginning

Tracy Birkelbach,Mgr

806-497-6316
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Local airport getting
major improvements

amesa Municipal Airport
Lis located about two miles
northeast of Lamesa.

Jointly owned by the City of
Lamesa and Dawson County, op-
eration of the airport is overseen
by a board appointed by the city
council and commissioners court.

Two asphalt runways are avail-
able.

Runway 16/34, oriented general-
ly north and south, is 5002 feet long
and 75 feet wide. Runway 7/25, run-
ning west and east, is 4006 feet long
and 60 feet wide.

Self-serve aviation fuel is avail-
able at the airport.

A new terminal building was
built in 2015 with funding provided
by a grant from the local William
M. Weaver Foundation.

That 1,920-square-foot building
has office spaces, a pilot’s lounge,
restrooms and two garage areas.
One of the garages houses a cour-
tesy car for use by out-of-town pi-
lots who visit here.

About 67 percent of the aircraft
using the airport are local, while 33
percent are transient, according to
the AirNav website.

That website also shows a total
of 34 aircraft based at the airport,
including 30 single-engine air-
planes, two multi-engine airplanes
and two helicopters.

Major improvements completed
at the airport in the past few years
include:

EInstallation of an Automat-
ed Weather Observation System
which provides information about
weather conditions at the local air-
port. That weather information
can be accessed by pilots via radio,
cell phone, Internet or satellite link.

mInstallation of a Precision Ap-
proach Path Indicators lighting
system that provides visual assis-
tance to let pilots know their level
of approach for landing.

Plans are being made for reha-
bilitation of the runways, ramps
and aprons. The majority of that
$1.87 million project will be funded
by state grant, while the city and
county will split the 10 percent
matching portion totaling $187,000.

Engineering and design work is
planned for this summer, with re-
habilitation expected to begin ei-
ther late this year or next year.

Newspaper, radio station
provide local information

elping keep the people of
HLamesa and the surround-

ing area informed of local
news and activities are both a lo-
cal newspaper and radio station.

The Lamesa Press-Reporter,

published each Wednesday and
Saturday, has served

communities and several schools
across the area.

KPET radio station, located just
south of Lamesa, has been on the
air since 1947 and now serves the
area with broadcasts both on 690
AM and 105.1 FM.

Operated by Don

the community since Lamesa Sitton, the station

1968 but traces its local Press-Reporter offers up Classic

roots all the way back P Country programming

to 1905. 523 N. 1st Street along with local, state
Focusing its atten- 872-2177 and national news.

tion on people and www.pressreporter.com It also provides live

events right here in play-by-play broad-

Dawson County, the KPET casts of all Lamesa

award-winning publi- Radio Station High School football

cation features local
news, photos, sports,

2210 County Road L

games and a number
of Golden Tornado

advertising and opin- 872-6511 basketball, volleyball,
ion pieces. baseball and softball
The newspaper is available in contests.

both traditional print and modern
digital format. Information also
is posted regularly on the newspa-
per’s website, www.pressreporter.
com.

The newspaper building also
houses a sister company, South
Plains Printing, which prints not
only the local newspaper but also
those serving six neighboring

One of the station’s most popu-
lar local programs is the twice-
daily Tell-and-Sell, which allows
local residents to call in with
personal items they are wanting to
sell or give away.

The radio station also serves
as the official weather recording
station for Lamesa and Dawson
County.

A place where Love grows

Sunday Service 10:30 am
Sunday Bible Study 6:00 pm

First Church of Nazarene
912 N. 1st

Lee Lennon, Pastor

3rd & 4th Generations of our Family
still serving Your Family since 1922.

Caring staff available
24 hours a day to serve
your family in your
time of need.

Prearranged funerals also available.

Branon Funeral Home

403 N Austin -~ 806-8/2-8335
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Hospital offers array of services

roviding Daw-
son County
residents with

as many quality
healthcare services
as possible right here
in Lamesa is one of
the main goals of

the Dawson County
Hospital District.

Both the num-
ber and quality of
healthcare services
has continued to ex-
pand since the cur-
rent hospital opened
in 2010.

Introduced just
over a year ago, digi-
tal mammography is
one of the latest such
services to be offered
here.

That service,
which includes the
capability of per-
forming breast biop-
sies, is located in the Medical Arts
Specialty Annex located at 1016 N.
17th Street.

The annex building, which
previously housed the medical
practice of Dr. G. Chow, also of-
fers a location where local resi-
dents can get care from a number
of medical specialists who come
to Lamesa on a regular basis.

Offering their services at the
annex on a regular basis are spe-
cialists in cardiology, nephrology,
orthopedics, podiatry, urology
and mental health.

In an effort to improve the
level of care offered in the hospi-
tal’s emergency room (ER), two
full-time local doctors now staff
the ER Monday through Friday.
Contract physicians continue to
provide ER care on weekends and
at other times.

With better knowledge of local
patients and the healthcare ser-
vices available here, those local
ER doctors have resulted in a
greater percentage of patients get-
ting in-patient hospital care here
rather than being transferred
to Lubbock or other out-of-town
locations.

Continuing to provide care
beyond the ER, the full-time ER
doctors also make rounds caring
for patients in the hospital seven
days a week.

Hospital officials are regularly
working to upgrade emergency
medical services since taking over
that operation in 2014.

Medical Arts EMS operates four
ambulances with a staff of 12 full-
time personnel and nine part-time
employees.
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HOSPITAL CAMPUS
New signs erected adjacent to Medical Arts Hospital not only point out the various
agencies healthcare under the Dawson County Hospital District umbrella but also
designate the ambulance and emergency/outpatient entrances to the hospital.

A LUCAS chest compression
system was recently made avail-
able for local EMS and already
has been credited with helping
save the life of a patient in full
cardiac arrest.

That system automatically pro-
vides chest compressions needed
for cardiopulmonary resuscita-
tion (CPR), freeing ambulance
personnel to initiate other life-
saving procedures at the same
time.

As part of a pilot project with
University Medical Center in Lub-
bock, one of the ambulances is
being equipped with telemedicine
availability, providing a direct
link between the ambulance and
emergency physicians in Lub-
bock.

The hospital district currently
is raising funds to build a new
EMS headquarters building near
the emergency entrance to the
hospital.

Two large grants already have
been obtained for that project but
additional funding is still needed.

Those latest advancements in
medical care here add to previous
measures which have included in-
stallation of modern CT scanning
and magnetic resonance imaging
technology.

Six family-practice physicians —
with specialties including allergy,
obstetrics and general surgery —
see patients in Medical Arts Clinic
adjacent to the hospital. The
medical staff there also includes
a physician assistant and a nurse
practitioner.

Hospice and home health care
are among the many other servic-

MEDICAL ARTS EMS

LPR photo

es offered by the hospital district,
which also operates a medical
facility inside the Preston E.
Smith State Prison Unit just east
of Lamesa.

"<
ROBERT
K. ORR,
. ODO
Therapeutic
Optometrist
Contact Lenses |
Children’s
Vision
Quality

Eyewear

OPTOMETRIST
1601 North
Bryan Street
Lamesa, TX
ph. 872-3667
fax 872-2533
cell 759-9112

Dawson County

Hospital District
Board of Directors
At-large - Ray Stephens
Precinct 1 - Sharalyn Ferguson
Precinct 2 - Cris Norris
Precinct 3 - Gary Culp
Precinct 4 - Joe Cope

Medical Arts Hospital
2200 North Bryan Avenue
872-2183

Chief Executive Officer
Letha Stokes
872-5727, Extension 2016

Chief Financial Officer
Jeff Weaver
872-5727, Extension 2017

Executive Assistant
Sara Del Busto
872-5727, Extension 2010

Outpatient Registration Mgr.
Anacani Garcia
872-5727, Extension 3016

Chief Nursing Officer
Heidi Cobb, RN
872-5727, Extension 2015

Chief Operating Officer
Jo Beth Smith
872-5727, Extension 2011
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Healthcare services

Hospital
Medical Arts Hospital
2200 North Bryan Avenue

872-2183

Ambulance Service
Medical Arts Hospital EMS
Dial 9-1-1 for emergencies

West Texas Opportunities
offers various assistance

disadvantaged citizens to attain

501 S. Main Ave., 872-3464 the skill, knowledge and motiva-

tion to help them become fully
self-sufficient.

The Public Transportation pro-
gram, commonly known as TRAX,

est Texas Opportunities,
s;s; Inc. was created to admin-
ister the provisions of the
Economic Opportunity Act of 1964
and its subsequent amendments.

Headquartered in Lamesa, West

www.medicalartshospital.org

Hospice Service

Medical Providers Medical Arts Hospice Care

Medical Arts Health Clinic
2202 North Bryan Avenue
872-7494

Griengsak Chowpaknam, M.D.
Family Practice/Allergy

Mark Key, M.D.
Family Practice

Gregorio Matos, M.D.
General Surgery/Family Practice

Laura Weatherman, PA-C, MPAS
Family Practice

Chris Ackerman, NP-C
Family Practice

Isabel Molina, M.D.
FamilyPractice/0OB

Michael Sprys, D.O.
Family Practice

Robert Rakov, M.D.
Family Practice/Obstetrics

Lamesa Primary Care Clinic
1502 North Avenue K
872-3069

Dr. Luis Esparza, M.D.
Family Practice

Karen Burke
Family Nurse Practitioner

Visiting
Medical Specialists
Medical Arts Specialty Annex

1016 N. 17th Street
872-4179

Cardiology
Dr. Juan Kurdi
Dr. Scott Shurmer
Nephrology
Dr. Maybin Simfukwe
Orthopedics
Dr. Atul Joshi
Dr. Sergiy Nesterenko
Dr. Orlando Garza
Podiatry
Dr. Benjamin Fluhman
Urology
Dr. Kanwaljit Mahal
Dr. Manoj Khanderia
Mental Health
West Texas Centers
for Mental Health

Home Health Services

Medical Arts Home Health Care
1512 North Bryan Avenue
872-7747

Interim Health Care
1510 N. Bryan
872-7770

1512 N. Bryan Ave., 872-7747

Chiropractors
Sulphur Draw Chiropractic
Maureen L. Sevedge, D.C.
611 N. Austin Ave., 872-6534

Davis Chiropractic
John Davis, D.C.
709 N. 14th St., 806-771-4790

Helton Chiropractic
Dr. Abel Ramos
401 N. 1st St., 872-2222

Dentists
J. Craig Cowan, DDS
706 South 1st Street - 872-7664

Dr. Bruce Schrader DDS
South Plains Dental Clinic
1005 North 16th Street - 872-6310

Lamesa Dental
Dr. Pasupuleti Venkata DDS
Dr. Preet Sandhu DDS
311 North Dallas Avenue
806-870-5555

Optometrists
Robert K. Orr, OD
1601 North Bryan Avenue - 872-3667

Efrem Alambar, OD
1502 North Avenue K
872-3069

Pharmacies

CVS/Pharmacy
2304 Lubbock Hwy., 872-8810

Jones-McCall Pharmacy
1605 North Bryan Ave., 872-5453

Licensed Massage

Therapists
Massage Therapy and
Electrolysis by Connie

207 North Main Ave., 201-0315

Massage Therapy by Irma Acevedo
809 South 2nd St., 201-0067

Mental Health Services

West Texas Centers for MHMR
Dawson County Mental Health Clinic
211 North Main St., 872-3790

Veterinarians
Brock Veterinary Clinic
1204 South Dallas Ave., 872-3183
Bo Brock, DVM
Dustin McElwee, DVM
Kacey Tweeten-King, DVM
Michelle Bessire, DVM

Texas Opportunities provides
many services not only
in Lamesa but through-
out the Permian Basin.
Lamesa’s Neighbor-
hood Center provides
Eemergency assis-
tance such as food, gas
vouchers, rent, testing
fees,
Emutility assistance
Erepair or replace heating and

cooling appliances, water heaters,

propane/ gas lines,

mbudget counseling,

Hmjob counseling and job refer-
rals,

minformation and referral,

Ecase management and

Eweatherization.

Centers serve local residents
with counseling, information,
education and referrals.

Child care, home economics and

health care are often the subject
of counsel and referral.

Local caseworkers are trained
to focus on the goal of enabling

West Texas
Opportunities
603 North 4th Street
872-8354
www.gowto.org

provides passenger transportation
services to the general
public in the non-ur-
banized areas of Texas.

Those needing trans-
portation may pay $1
per person or 50 cents
for the disabled and
elderly, for rides inside
the city limits. The price for out-
of-town trips depends on the zone
or the mileage.

West Texas Opportunities is the
administrating body over Early
Head Start and Head Start.

Early Head Start begins helping
pregnant mothers with various
issues, including nutrition, pre-
natal care and preparation for a
new baby.

Early Head Start teachers and
teaching aides keep busy with in-
fants through children two years
of age. All children are given
dental and health checks.

The Head Start program pre-
pares three-year-olds for public
school.

Sunday Services

8:30 Coffee & Doughnuts
~ 9:00 Sunday School ~ 10:00 Worship

409 N 3rd

872-5409
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Dial 9-1-1 rg emergencies

wide array of emer-

gency services, includ-

ing city, county and
state agencies, are available in
Lamesa and Dawson County.
All of those organizations
work together with a cen-
tral 911 dispatch to provide
whatever is needed during an
emergency.

The City of Lamesa oversees
the Lamesa Police Department
and Lamesa Fire Rescue, while
Dawson County oversees the
Dawson County Sheriff Office
and contracts with the city
for Lamesa Fire Rescue to
also provide services for rural
areas of the county.

Texas Department of Public
Safety has an office in Lamesa,
houses local law enforcement
troopers with the State Highway
Patrol.

The Preston E. Smith State
Prison Unit just east of Lamesa
also has available officers, horses
and tracking dogs that can be used
in emergency situations through-
out the county.

Ambulance services are provided
locally by Medical Arts Hospital
EMS.

Lamesa Police Department

Offices of the Lamesa Police De-
partment are located in the below-
ground level of City Hall.

The primary responsibility of
the Lamesa Police Department is
to address all law enforcement is-
sues inside the city limits.

The department, headed up by
Chief of Police Dale E. Alwan Sr.,
is authorized to employ a total of
16 sworn officers. The department
also employs an animal control
officer, a records clerk, and four
full-time and two part-time com-
munication (911) operators.

Two school resource officers are
employed by the Lamesa ISD but
are licensed under the Lamesa PD
and are subject to Lamesa PD poli-
cies.

Lamesa Fire Rescue

Lamesa Fire Rescue is responsi-
ble for providing fire suppression,
rescue and investigation services
throughout Dawson County.

Fire Chief Larry Duyck heads up
the department, which currently
is a combination of seven full-time
and four part-time paid firefight-
ers — who are employees of the
City of Lamesa — and 27 volunteer
firefighters. Steven Archer is the
volunteer fire chief.

The fire department has two fire
stations.Equipment includes a
78-foot ladder truck, a 3,000-gallon
tanker, a 1,500-gallon brush truck,

EMERGENCY RESPONSE
Firefighters, EMS personnel and law enforcement officers often work togeth-
er in emergency situations such serious as auto accidents.

two 1,000-gallon brush trucks, a
Class A pumper, two reserve Class
A pumpers and a mobile command
post/equipment trailer.

Dawson County Sheriff Office
The Dawson County Sheriff
Office is located in the Dawson
County Law Enforcement Center,
which also houses he county jail.
Primary responsibilities of the
Sheriff Office are to address all law
enforcement issues in the unincor-
porated parts of Dawson County.
Sheriff Matt Hogg heads up that
office with six full-time deputies,
including a chief deputy and a cap-
tain. The sheriff office also has an
administrative assistant and four
reserve deputies.
A total of 11 full-time and one
pa{t—time jailers staff the county
jail.

Department of Public Safety

The Texas Department of Pub-
lic Safety Highway Patrol office
in Lamesa is located at 608 North
Main Avenue in Lamesa.

Highway Patrol troopers enforce
traffic laws on Texas highways and
perform a variety of other duties,
including the investigation of most
rural traffic accidents.

Sergeant Jason Anzaldua is
supervisor of the Highway Patrol
duty stations in Lamesa, Andrews
and Seminole. When fully staffed,
Anzaldua oversees 11 troopers:
four in Lamesa; three in Seminole;
and, four in Andrews.

The Lamesa office also has a
License and Weight trooper, a sec-
retary and a customer service rep-
resentative for the driver license
office.

Medical Arts Hospital EMS

The Medical Arts Hospital EMS
service operates four ambulances
with a staff of 12 full-time employ-

LPR photo

ees and a roster of nine part-time
and on-call personnel.

Joey Parks, EMT-P, is director of
the EMS service, which is housed
in an office and garage facility
owned by Dawson County at 501
South Main Avenue in Lamesa.

The EMS service responds to
emergency calls within the city
and county, as well as provides
transfer services for patients.

Familiar.
Friendly.
Like
Family.

For everything from
greeting cards to
prescription drugs and
over-the-counter
medications, we hope
you’ll continue to make us
your first choice. We
certainly appreciate
your business.

Most Prescription Plans Accepted

Jones McCall
Pharmacy

1605 N. Bryan
Lamesa, Tx
872-5453

Emergency
Dial 9-1-1

_ Lamesa
Police Department
City Hall
601 South 1st Street
872-2121

Lamesa Fire Rescue

Central Station
307 North 1st Street
872-4352
North Station
1711 North Bryan Avenue
872-4351

Dawson County
Sheriff Office

Dawson County
Law Enforcement Center
401 South 2nd Street
872-7560

Medical Arts
Hospital EMS

501 South Main Avenue
872-3464 Non Emergencies

For years,
we've been your
neighborhood
drugstore.
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Services avallable for senlor citizens

awson County and Lamesa
D senior citizens have access

to a number of activities
and housing choices.

Senior Citizens Center

The Dawson County Senior Citi-
zens Center opens at 7 a.m. each
weekday, and anyone over the
age of 60 can eat a hot continen-
tal breakfast and catch up on the
local and national news programs
on the big-screen TV.

At lunch time, Executive Direc-
tor Tammy Vidal and her staff
serve about 80 seniors in the build-
ing and deliver another 150 Meals
on Wheels lunches to the home-
bound.

The center has its own exercise
room filled with equipment do-
nated by Medical Arts Hospital.

A foot doctor visits the center at
least two times a month. And free
blood pressure checks are avail-
able every Tuesday from 9:30-10:30
a.m.

Puzzles, games, books and
domino tournaments are available
every day.

Northridge Retirement Center

Northridge Retirement Center
is located at 100 NE 27th. Itisa
multi-story apartment building
operated by a local non-profit
organization.

The apartments provide a safe,
secure and affordable living
environment for older adults and
persons with disabilities on an
limited income.

Northridge residents can meet
for Bible studies, exercise time,
health screenings and parties in
the spacious community dining
room.

An activity building connected
to the building is used for walking
exercise and meetings.

Lamesa Seniors Community

The Lamesa Seniors Commu-
nity is a multi-building complex
located at 122 NE 27th and offers
one-bedroom apartments for those
62 years or older, handicapped or
disabled regardless of age.

A community center is located
in the center of the complex. The
center’s residents also gather once
a month for a pot-luck meal.

Danny Beck is the executive
director.

Sage Healthcare Center

Sage Healthcare Center, at 1201
North 15th Street

The nursing home assists fam-
ily members unable to care for
themselves in a safe, comfortable
environment.

Full-time, around-the clock
nursing care is available for long-

- |

Senior Services

Dawson County
Senior Citizens Center
611 N. Austin Ave.
872-3324

Northridge
Retirement Center
100 N.E. 27th St.
872-9255

Lamesa
Seniors Community
122 N.E. 27th St.
872-3087

DOMINO TIMEI

Playing dominoes is one of the popular activities at the Dawson County

Senior Citizens Center.

or short-term stays.

The center offers a wide variety
of activities including a Wii game
system donated by Lamesa Inde-
pendent School District students.

Residents can watch their favor-
ite old television series and mov-
ies in the main room.

BeeHive Homes

BeeHive Homes of Lamesa of-
fers two multi-person residences
for the elderly who need some
assistance.

The modern amenities and
fashionable decorations and color
schemes at both BeeHive Homes
lend an air of elegance found in
the chain of assisted living and
adult foster care homes.

Youngblood Elder Care

Youngblood Elder Care is a
home-based, state-licensed, assist-
ed-living facility for the elderly,
which is located at 308 North 20th
Street in Lamesa.

Having first opened its doors to
care for the elderly 22 years ago,
Youngblood Elder Care can house
up to nine residents who require
— or desire — assisted living ser-
vices.

Located in a residential neigh-
borhood, it offers those residents
who live there a small family
atmosphere with home-cooked
meals.

Medical Arts Home Care

The home healthcare program
offered by the Dawson County
Hospital District helps the elderly
and homebound with specialized
nursing care.

The hospital-based home health
department was implemented in
1988 and has provided services
to patients in Lamesa, Lubbock,
O’Donnell, Tahoka, Big Spring,

BeeHive Homes

of Lamesa
109 N.E. 27th St.

Seminole and Gail. 872-2073

The agency cares for nearly 400
patients in a 13-county vicinity.
There are 35 full-time employees
agd another 35 available as need-
ed.

Services include wound care,
bathing and dressing assistance,
taking samples for lab work and
many other therapeutic services.

Youngblood Elder Care
308 N. 20th St.
872-2030

Medical Arts Home Care
1512 N. Bryan Ave.
872-7747

| 92 Years of Servmg Your

Furniture & Hardware Needs!

Hardware

Plumbing ~ Electrical ~
Hard to find items.

Cookware ~ Canning ~ Housewares

Pressure Cookers & Small Appliances

Power Tools
Furniture
Living Room ~ Dining Room ~ Bedroom

Outdoor Equipment
Lawn Mowers ~ Weed Eaters
Air Conditioners
& Much, Much More!

Ston inandvi visitour Native Amerlcan
’nrtliacts and Famllv History Museum

(TR

Dams S‘unmtune & d:landwane Co.

Home Owned & Operated For Over 92 Years 1924 - 2017
HOURS 7:30A.M. - 5:30P.M. M-F; 7:30-Noon Sat.

@®Plumbing e@Electrical @Hardware e@Furniture @Housewares @Mirrors

406-412 N. 2nd (806) 872-3224
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County uses unified road system

awson County made a major
D change from a precinct-based

road maintenance system to a
unified system for the entire county
in October of 2011.

That switch took rural road main-
tenance responsibility out of the
direct supervision of the elected
county commissioner in each of the
four county precincts and consolidat-
ed it under the direction of one road
supervisor - hired by the Commis-
sioners Court - for the entire county.

Doug Isaacs initially was ap-
pointed to serve a two-year term as
the county’s first-ever county road
supervisor. Isaacs continues to serve
in that position with his appointment
being considered for renewal every
two years.

The office of the county road super-
visor is in the Precinct 2 building
located along the Lubbock Highway.
All of the county’s employees, ma-
chinery, equipment and supplies for
road maintenance has been consoli-
dated at that one location, as well.

County Judge Foy O’Brien and the
county commissioners all have said
they believe the unified system is
now saving the county money, after
some initial expenses involved with

Dawson County
Website: www.co.dawson.tx.us

Dawson County Courthouse

the purchase of new equipment, etc.

“We’ve got better equipment now
and we’re getting more use out of the
machines we have,” O’Brien said.

In the last few years the county has
taken advantage of nearly $1 million
in state and federal funds to repair
unpaved county roads damaged
by torrential rainfall and flooding
conditions in July, 2010, as a result of
storms spawned by Hurricane Alex.

That money came largely through
a grant from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA).

County road crews, utilizing a lot
of the new equipment that had been
purchased by the county, did the
repair work.

“There would have been absolutely
no way we could have done these
FEMA projects if we didn’t have the
unified road system,” Judge O’Brien
said at the time.

In the last few years the county
also has set aside money annually
for hiring contractor to repair and
resurface the county-maintained
paved roads, which was divided into
a four-year program.

While most of the county offices
are located at the courthouse in
downtown Lamesa, the county also

County Auditor

has various other facilities here.

The county tax assessor/collector’s
office is located in the John Saleh
Courthouse Annex across the street
from the courthouse at the northwest
corner of North 1st Street and Austin
Avenue, and the district attorney and
probation offices are in the Court-
house Annex a couple of blocks west
of the courthouse at 609 North 1st
Street.

Other facilities owned by the
county include the Dawson County
Sheriff Office and Jail, Mental Health
and Mental Rehabilitation office, the
LeeRoy Colgan Building (county fair
barn), Texas AgriLife Extension Ser-
vice office building, Dawson County
Community Building (more widely
known as the Women’s Building), the
Dawson County Library, the Howard
College and Central Appraisal Dis-
trict building, the building currently
being used as headquarters for the
Medical Arts Hospital EMS, and sev-
eral former maintenance barns.

Dawson County and the City of
Lamesa have joint supervision over
Lamesa Municipal Airport and have
cooperative agreements on firefight-
ing and some law enforcement opera-
tions.

Dawson County

Population
13,111

Square Miles
900.31

Race
Hispanic - 55.9%
White - 36.4%
Black - 6.5%

Gender
Female - 43.5%
Male - 56.5%

Education
High school grads - 72.5%
Bachelors or higher - 11.0%

Households
4,232
Median Household Income
$41,095

Per Capita Income
$19,889

Persons Living in Poverty
21.9%

Median Value of
Owner-Occupied Housing
$62,100

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

County created in 1905

ally would become Lamesa.

hile Dawson County recently
s ;s ; surpassed its 112th year in exis-
tence, the actual beginnings of
the county can be traced back more than

400 block South 1st Street Rick Dollahan
Lamesa, Texas Courthouse
872-5631
Elected/Appointed
Constable 140 years.

County Officials

County Judge
Foy O'Brien
Courthouse

872-7544

County Commissioners

Precinct 1 - Rick Minjarez

Precinct 2 - Nicky Goode
Precinct 3 - Joe Raines
Precinct 4 - Russell Cox

County Attorney
Steven B. Payson
Courthouse
872-3310

County Clerk
Gloria Vera
Courthouse
872-3778

County Treasurer
Julie Frizzell
Courthouse

872-7474

Justice of the Peace
Denise P. Dyess
Courthouse
872-3744

Kent Parchman

County Tax
Assessor-Collector
Sylvia Ortiz
John Saleh Courthouse Annex
502 North 1st Street
872-7181

Sheriff
Matt Hogg
Law Enforcement Center
401 S. 2nd St.
872-7560

District Judge
Carter Tinsley Schildknecht
Courthouse
872-3740

District Attorney
Philip Mack Furlow
Courthouse Annex

609 North 1st Street
872-2259

District Clerk
Pam Huse
Courthouse
872-7373

Present-day Dawson County officially
was established on March 20, 1905 when
local residents voted to create their own
county government. They then chose
Lamesa as the county seat over the
neighboring community of Chicago.

But, what might be considered the
settlement of Dawson County began in
1876 when Michigan lumberman George
N. Fletcher began buying land in what is
now the central part of the county.

A year later Fletcher partnered with
W.C. Bishop, a resident of Chicago, Ill., in
the Liberty Cattle Company that estab-
lished headquarters north of present-day
Lamesa.

By 1893, a post office was established
in the ranch house and given the name
Chicago.

The county became the center of a
booming ranching industry, with four
large ranches covering most of the
county and surrounding areas.

In 1901 the state legislature began
allowing individuals to file a claim on
four sections of land, effectively opening
the area for settlement and breaking up
many of the large ranches.

Frank Conner, a cowboy, acquired land
in almost the exact center of the county
and helped plat a townsite that eventu-

With settlement came the need for local
government.

The original Dawson County — named
in honor of Captain Nicholas Mosby
Dawson, a hero of the Texas revolution
— was created by the state legislature in
1858 in southwest Texas. The legislature
in 1876 relocated the county to its pres-
ent location but all legal matters were
handled elsewehre.

In 1905, 150 residents of the area pe-
titioned to create a county government
with the election of officials and the
selection of a county seat.

When the election was held in March
of that year, Lamesa edged out Chicago
by five votes to become the county seat.

Residents of both communities joined
forces and moved many of the buildings
from Chicago to Lamesa almost over-
night. Chicago essentially ceased to exist
and now is noted only by an historical
marker along N. 22nd Street in Lamesa.

The first courthouse, a two-story wood
frame building, was built in 1906 at a cost
of $2,849. It served as a multi-purpose fa-
cility, with meetings, church services and
other activities held on the second floor.

In 1915 the county approved construc-
tion of a new courthouse of brick and
stone. Completed in 1917, the courthouse
served the county in its original configu-
ration until a four-story annex was added
to the south side in 1952 to house a jail
and additional office space.
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DAWSON COUNTY CEMETERY

LPR photo

Following court action earlier this year, the Dawson County Cemetery now encompasses the former Lamesa Memorial Park.

Ruling expands county cemetery

Cemetery now
includes former
Memorial Park

ollowing a court order this
Fpast January, the former

Lamesa Memorial Park is
now part of the Dawson County
Cemetery under the ownership
and direction of the county.

Almost doubling in size, the
cemetery now has two adjoining
sections.

The old section — the western-
most portion —is the
original county-owned
cemetery. The new
section is the former
Lamesa Memorial
Park, which previously
was a privately owned,
for-profit cemetery.

The owners’ state charter to
operate Lamesa Memorial Park
was terminated in January and all
assets of that facility were turned
over to Dawson County.

Those actions came after the
Texas Department of Banking,
which licenses and oversees all
perpetual care cemeteries in the
state, alleged the previous opera-
tors had committed “egregious”
violation of various rules and laws
governing perpetual care cemeter-
ies.

The change in ownership has
quickly brought a number of im-
provements to the cemetery.

Terri Stahl was hired as a
full-time administrator with an
office at the cemetery. Stahl also
serves as chairman of the Dawson
County Cemetery Committee.

The county has hired several
additional employees to help with
the upkeep of the cemetery, and

Dawson County
Cemetery
1010 County Road 20
806-777-1171

Administrator
Terri Stahl

additional maintenance equip-
ment has been purchased.

The new section of the cemetery
includes a total of 60 acres of
property, but only about 15 acres
actually are in use as a cemetery.

The remainder had been leased
out to a nearby farmer but now is
being maintained by the county
with a cover crop to help keep
sand and dust from blowing.

The existing cemetery office
building in the new section has
been repaired and renovated.

A room in the west end of the of-
fice building has been designated
as a “comfort room” for grieving
families who want a
quiet place to sit and
remember their loved
ones. That room has
a window that looks
out over the cemetery,
as well as a TV that
continuously displays
colorful nature scenes.

The entire cemetery is being
surveyed, so new burial plots can
be designated in both sections.

In February the Commissioners
Court set the price for burial plots
at $300 in the old section and $500
in the old section.

Anyone who purchases a
burial plot in the new section is
required to have a permanent
type container, such as a concrete
liner or burial vault, installed at
an additional estimated cost of
around $1,000. No liner or vault is
required for the old section of the
cemetery.

The Commissioners Court also
established a price of $2,500 for
available spaces in two existing
mausoleums in the new portion
of the cemetery. Of the 30 total
spaces in the larger mausoleum,
22 remain available. A smaller
mausoleum has two spaces.

Under the cemetery’s new
rules and regulations, fresh cut
flowers may be placed on graves
throughout the year but all floral
items, fresh and artificial, will be
removed when they become faded
and unsightly.

Those rules and regulations also
say that “all decorations, religious

items and addition to any graves
must be approved by the admin-
istrator” and “no trees, shrubs or
plants of any kind will be planted
in the cemetery except by the
caretaker in areas designated by
the Commissioners Court.”

Visiting hours at the cemetery
are 7 a.m. until 10 p.m. daily.

Grace Lutheran Church

Divine Service at 9:00 AM.
Bible Study & Sunday School at 10:15 AM.

Alan Korinek, Pastor

1002 North 11th St.

872-2858
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Lamesa establlshed in 1903

2017 marks
100 years
since city’'s
Incorporation

The City of Lamesa
has been operating
under a council-city
manager form of govern-
ment for 72 years.

City Manager Shawna
D. Burkhart, who was
hired in 2015, is only the
eighth person to ever
serve in that capacity
since the local governing
board was established.
Burkhart also has

reassigned as director of
finance for the city.

Burkhart was hired in
April of 2015.

With a governing body
that consists of a mayor
and six council members,
the Lamesa City Council
is responsible for estab-
lishing policy, setting
service fees and tax rates,
passing local ordinances,
and developing an overall
vision for the community.

The mayor and council
members all are elected
officials. The mayor is
elected at-large by all
registered voters in the
city limits, while each of
the council members is

elected only by

the distinction of Lamesa the voters who
being Lamesa’s . live within a des-
first female city Population ignated single-
manager. 9,427 member district.
Following Square Miles All of the
adoption of the 4.98 elected officials
city’s home-rule Race —mayor and

charter in 1945,
Gordon T. Hill
was appointed as

Hispanic - 58.7%
White - 35.8%

council members
— must be resi-
dents of the city,

_ 0
the first city man- Black - 4.6% but the council
ager butheonly  SourceUsS. Census  ymempers are

served one year

from 1945 to 1946. Hill was
followed by G.M. Roberts,
who served two years
from 1946 to 1948, and J.D.
Willison, who also served
only one year from 1948 to
1949.

Beginning in 1949 with
the appointment of Car-
roll Tyler as the city’s
fourth city manager,
Lamesa only has had five
city managers in the last
68 years.

Taylor served almost
33 years from 1949 to
1983 and his successor,
Paul Feazelle, was city
manager for just over 20
years from 1982 to 2003.
Fred Vera was appointed
as city manager in June
of 2003 and served as city
manager for right at 10
years, retiring at the end
of May in 2013.

Wayne Chapman, who
had served as the assis-
tant city manager/finance
director for almost four
years, was appointed city
manager in June of 2013.
After serving almost 18
months in the position,
Chapman submitted his
resignation in Novem-
ber of 2014 as city man-
ager and requested to be

not required to
actually live in the district
they are elected to repre-
sent.

The city manager,
who is hired by the city
council, is responsible for
implementing the policies
and ordinances approved
by the city council, as well
as overseeing the day-
to-day operations of the
city. The city manager is
accountable to the council
as a whole and not to any
one person.

Organized in 1903, the
City of Lamesa actually
was not incorporated un-
til almost 15 years later in
1917.

In 1925, a City Hall
building and water and
sewer system all were
built just east of the cur-
rent Dal Paso Museum in
the 300 block of South 1st
Street. The brick streets,
which still are in place
today, were laid around
the downtown square that
same year.

A new City Hall was
dedicated in 1963 at 310
South Main Avenue and
the old city hall building
was remodeled to house
both the police and fire
departments.

Thirty years later — in
1993 — the former Lamesa
Federal/Bluebonnet
Savings and Loan Build-
ing, which had been
purchased by the city,
was converted into the
current City Hall at 601
South 1st Street. That
building now houses the
administrative offices of
the city on the ground
level floor, as well as the
police department in the
below-ground portion of
the building.

Currently the fire de-
partment has two loca-
tions: the Central Fire
Station at 305 North 1st
Street and the North Fire
Station at 1711 North
Bryan Avenue.

Lamesa’s landfill and
wastewater treatment
facilities are located ad-
jacent to each other just
south of the city.

As a member of the
Canadian River Municipal
Water Authority, Lamesa
receives most of it’s water
supply through a pipeline
from the panhandle of
Texas. As an alternative
source of fresh water, the
city is working to expand
its own wellfield located a
few miles north of town.

In addition to supplying
water for city residents,
Lamesa also provides
water for the Preston E.
Smith State Prison Unit
just east of town.

e ”5.1\7; -
COUNCIL DISCUSSION
Lamesa Mayor Josh Stevens (second from
right) and members of the City Council
participate in a budget work session this

past fall.

The mayor and council set poli-
cies for the city, with a city manager re-
sponsible for day-to-day operations.

LPR photo

City of Lamesa
Website: www.ci.lamesa.tx.us

Mayor
Josh Stevens

City Council
District 1 - Brant Stewart
District 2 - Marie A. Briseno

Mayor Pro-tem

District 3 - Fabian Rubio
District 4 - Bobby G. Gonzales
District 5 - Fred Vera

District 6 - Chance Britt

Administrative Offices
City Hall
601 South 1st Street
872-2124

Administration
City Manager
Shawna D. Burkhart
872-4321

Director of Finance
Wayne Chapman
872-4324

City Secretary
Norma Garcia
872-4322

Personnel Director
Irma Ramirez
872-4326

Purchasing Agent/
HUD Director
Sandy Trevino

872-4333

Director of Utilities
Dionicio Garza Jr.
872-4327

Wastewater Treatment
Plant Supervisor
Manuel Vasquez

872-4339

Water Utilities Supervisor
Ernest Ogeda
872-4347

Public Works Director
Robert Ramirez
872-4320

Street Superintendent
Gilbert Ramos

Landfill Supervisor
Joe Rodriquez

Fleet Maintenance Supervisor
George Garcia
872-4344

Park Superintendent
Robert Ramirez
872-4342

Municipal Golf Course
Superintendent
Victor Dimas

Building Inspector and
Code Enforcement Officer
Michael Lopez
872-4329

Municipal Judge
Leticia Dimas
872-4343

City Attorneys
Fulbright and Casselberry
Law Firm
872-2103

Chief of Police
Dale E. Alwan Sr.
872-2121

Fire Services Manager
Larry Duyck
872-4352
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City of Ackerly established in 1924

he beginnings of the City of
I Ackerly can be traced back
to 1923 when the Slaughter
family signed over a warranty

deed to Raymond F. Ly-
ons for 12 city blocks.
Three additional
deeds were signed over
in 1924 to actually form
the town of Ackerly and
the Ackerly post office
was opened in 1924 with
W.A. Wilson serving as
the first postmaster.
Back in the early
1900’s, C.C. Slaughter
owned ranch land that
extended 200 miles from
the Ackerly area to the
New Mexico border west
of Lubbock. His Running
Water and Long S ranch-
es made him the largest
individual taxpayer in
Texas for several years.
Slaughter began
to sell ranch land for
colonization purposes in
1908-1909.
The town was named
after businessman and

inventor Paul Ackerly of Georgia
who had developed a cotton net
that would allow fine cigar to-

plants.

Ackerly
Population: 220

P.0. Box 37
401 Avenue C
Ackerly, TX 79713
432-353-4868

Mayor
Scott Ragle
sragle@esc17.net

Aldermen
Joe Dean Hall,
Mayor Pro Tem
Kornelius Enns

Ralph Gomez
David Sanderson
Jim Kays
Chris Spivey
City Secretary
Judy Kays
Fire Chief
Scott Ragle
sragle@escl17.net

Water Supervisor
Jim Kays

bacco to grow and yet protect the

Ackerly was looking for new
areas where many acres of cotton

could be grown easily
and inexpensively.

His business contacts
led Ackerly to West Tex-
as where he purchased
plots of land and built a
cotton gin to process his
cotton for the netting.

Even though Ackerly
never lived in Texas full-
time, the town that grew
up around his gin was
named in his honor. He
remained a cotton gin
owner and businessman
until his death in 1935.

Ackerly was incorpo-
rated into a township
in 1959. A mayor, mar-
shal and five aldermen
served the township at
that time.

The board filed an ap-
plication with the Farm-
er’s Home Administra-
tion for a loan to build a
city water system.

Sands Consolidated ISD is
located in Ackerly.
Ackerly is in the southeastern

MAIN DRAG IN ACKERLY LPR Photo
A car rally and parade, featuring classic and collector vehicles, has been
held in Ackerly the last four years, but last October was the first year that
it was called the Jim Perry Ackerly Car Show. The main event is held near
the former Sinclair gas station located along “the main drag” in Ackerly.

Martin County produced over 11
million of barrels of oil.

With oil production up in West
Texas, Ackerly hopes to benefit
from the influx of drilling rigs

corner of Dawson County and the
southern edge of the town actu-
ally is in Martin County.

0Oil was discovered in 1961, pro-
ducing a minor oil boom. In 1974,

“%‘*f/ﬁg’
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902 N 4th

%5« Margie’s Flowers
W 806-872-3335

Under New Ownership

Flowers & Indoor plants
for any occasion!

Funerals
Weddings
Holidays
Birthdays
Anniversaries

Find us on
Facebook

Everything you need to
make your yard green!

Fertilizer Trees
Herbicides Shrubs
Potting Soil Bedding
Lawn Decor Plants

& Morel

If we plant it, we guarantee it!

Margie’s Nursery /.
904 N 4th s
806-870-0055
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Beginnings of O’Donnell date back to 1910

he townsite of O’Donnell
Twas surveyed in early

1910 after the first train
reached Tahoka in April of
1910.

When the train made its
first stop in O’Donnell on July
10, 1910, a two-day celebra-
tion was held in the vacant
lots that surrounded the train
stop. Only one building had
been erected to house the post
office.

Mrs. C.H. Doak was the
first postmaster of O’Donnell.
Now, nearly 102 years later,
O’Donnell continues the
tradition of having a woman
postmaster in Stella Arguello,
an O’Donnell native.

By 1912, the town had a
post office, a gin, a hotel, two
lumber yards, a real-estate
office, a laundry and three
churches — Methodist, Church
of Christ and Presbyterian.

The town was formally
incorporated on May 5, 1923
with a population of about
300.

The current O’Donnell
Museum features rooms
dedicated to many of the former
businesses from the glory days of

BLOCKER BUST

O’Donnell.
Naymon Everett’s barbershop
chair and many shaving items

LPR photo
A bronze bust of O’'Donnell favorite son Dan
Blocker, who played Hoss Cartwright on the
popular Bonanza TV series, is on display in
a park in O’'Donnell

O’Donnell in 1934 and the young-
ster attended elementary and
junior high school in O’Donnell
before transferring to a military
school for his high

are on loan from the Everett
heirs. O.G. Smith’s printing
press, typewriters and a mul-
titude of old O’Donnell Index-
Press newspapers

are also on display O’Donnell school years.
in the museum. Mavor Blocker was

The town’s first Scotty Nsl’artin ez immortalized with
telephone switch- a Glenna Goodacre
board is located on City Council bronze bust thatis a
the first floor at the Kim Parker main attraction across

Ramiro Montez Jr
Jesse Perez

the street from the
museum. The bust and

museum. There is
also a doctor’s office

and a church sanc- Toby Mires stand are the same
tuary for viewing John David Velasquez 1 gjght as Blocker.
filled with donated City Secretary Blocker has been
antiques. Esther Smith honored by O’Donnell
The O’Donnell with five different

Municipal Judge
Ed “Junior” Follis

Chief of Police
Bill Achey

stamp cancellations by
the United States Postal
Service.

The town elected
their first Hispanic
Mayor, Scotty Martinez, in 2010.
Martinez has helped establish
Cinco de Mayo and Diez y Seis
de Septiembre celebrations in
O’Donnell.

O’Donnell is home of the Big-
gest Little Rodeo in Texas. Every
Thursday, Friday and Saturday
following July 4th, cowboys and
cowgirls compete for top prizes at
the rowdy event.

Museum also fea-
tures memorabilia
from Dan Blocker’s
television and mov-
ie career, including
numerous “Bonanza” items.
Blocker portrayed “Hoss

Cartwright” on the popular
western TV series for 14 years
before his untimely death
in 1972 due to complications
after gall bladder surgery. He
was buried in the family plot
in DeKalb.

The Blocker family opened

Blocker’s Grocery Store in

Join us as we witness to God's Love for ALL in Jesus Christ!
: Reverent Worship, Thoughtful Bible Study,
| Joyful Fellowship, and Holy Service

Sunday Schedule:
| Fellowship Time 9:30 a.m.
x Sunday School 10:00 a.m
i f Worship 11:00 a.m.
4
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

NORTH 12TH STREET & AVE G
REV. SAM LANHAM, PASTOR  872-3262

) Sowwoithe Shib”

/IBBS
PRINTING

gibbsprinting@pics.net

806-872-7220
S08 North 2nd Street
Lamesa, Texas 79331

LEON GIBBS
Owners

MIKE GIBBS
Manager
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Water system work
planned for Welch

Community to benefit from $350,000 grant

or Welch residents, it is all
Fabout the water.

The town soon will benefit
from the installation of new fire
hydrants within the town borders,
as well as a second water well that
soon will be dug.

Those improvements are in-
cluded in the Welch Water System
Project being overseen by the
Dawson County Commissioners
Court. The county is not funding
any of the project, but the govern-
ing entity is the sponsor of the
$350,000 grant awarded to Welch
by the Texas Community Develop-
ment Block Grant.

At one time, Welch was known
as Shacktown.

That little town originally re-
ceived its name due to the abun-
dance of cheap housing built to
house migrant workers coming to
hoe and pick the cotton crops.

But Shacktown grew into a
proper township with churches, a
school and businesses.

The simple act of naming a

post office established the name
of a small community 18 miles
northwest of Lamesa at the junc-
tion of State Highways 137 and
83 and Farm to Market Roads 829
and 2053.

In 1934, both the nearby post of-
fices of Lou and Pride were closed
and absorbed by a new post office
at Shacktown.

Many citizens pushed for the
new post office and the town to be
named “Britt” after a founding
family. But postal officials advised
the citizens that “Britt” was al-
ready in use.

The town folks then settled
on Welsh, but that, too, had been
spoken for already. Postal officials
stepped in and suggested the town
be called Welch. That seemed
agreeable to the citizens.

Welch phone numbers are
found under the Punkin Center
extension in local phone books.
There are four cotton gins in the
vicinity of Welch and Dawson ISD
is located in Welch.

OIL TOWN

WELCHb

—= .

LPR photo

Surrounded by oilfield pumpjacks and cotton fields, the community of
Welch and the Dawson school system benefit from both oil and agriculture.

Wiley’'s Food Store

Gasoline - Ice - Beer
Fountain Drinks - Texas Lottery

Ken & Robin Wiley, Owners
TWILIGHT ELECTRIC

“No Job To Big Or To Small...We Do It All”

502 South Bryan
Lamesa, Tx 79331
806-872-5051

Wiring - Rewiring - Repairs
Commercial - Residential - Industrial
Farm - Irrigation - Oil Field

24 Hour Emergency Service

806-872-2077

Ken & Robin Wiley, Owners

506 S. Bryan
P.O Box 1262
Lamesa, TX 79331

“p

favorite tractor’

insurance

For more than 110 years, It's time to trust Germania
Germania Insurance has Insurance with your rural property,
specialized in insuring rural too.

homes and property. That’s why
Germania is the largest farm
mutual insurance company in
Texas, and why we're still

The Insurance Texans Trust.®

« Competitive rates

« Multiple discount options

« Exceptional, responsive claims
service 24/7

« Rated A (Excellent) by
A.M. Best Company

HOME - AUTO - LIFE
Hill Insurance Agency

218 North Austin Avenue
Lamesa, Texas 79331

Ph: 806-872-5413 ® Fax: 806-872-5414

Sandra Barker
Agent

Germania

HOME « AUTO e~ LIFE
www.Germanialnsurance.com

Email:
hillinsurancesb@yahoo.com
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State and federal
elected officials

State

Federal

Representative Tom Craddick
P.O. Box 2910

Austin, TX 78768

(512) 463-0500 (Austin)

(432) 682-3000 (Midland)

website: www.house.state.tx.us/members/
member-page/?district=82

Senator Charles Perry

Box 12068

Austin, Texas 78711

(512) 463-0128 (Austin)

(806) 783-9934 (Lubbock)

website: http://www.senate.texas.gov/mem-
ber.php?d=28

Governor Greg Abbott

Box 12428

Austin, Texas 78711

(800) 843-5789 (information & referrals)
(512) 463-2000 (switchboard)

website: www.gov.texas.gov

Because of delays caused by the screening process for all mail sent to federal of-
ficials, most recommend that written communication from constituents be sent by
email using a link provided on their official website.

Representative Mike Conaway
2430 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515

(202) 225-3605 (Washington, D.C)
(432) 687-2390 (Midland)

(202) 225-1783 (fax)
www.conaway.house.gov

Senator Ted Cruz

Russell Senate Office Bldg., Suite 404
Washington, D.C. 20510

(202) 224-5922 (Washington, D.C.)
(202) 224-0776 (fax)
www.cruz.senate.gov

Senator John Cornyn

517 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20510

(202) 224-2934 (Washington, D.C.)
(806) 472-7533 (Lubbock)

(202) 228-2856 (fax)
www.cornyn.senate.gov

President Donald Trump
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, D.C. 20500
(202)-456-1111 (comments)
(202) 456-1414 (switchboard)
www.whitehouse.gov
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District focuses on
groundwater issues

he Mesa Underground

Water Conservation seeks

to protect and preserve local
groundwater and the private prop-
erty rights that landowners have
in that groundwater.

The district, which encompasses
all of Dawson County, was estab-
lished in 1990 and
is governed by a
five-member board
of directors.

The district’s
rules set spacing re-
quirements for new
water wells, pump-
ing limits, guide-

changes in the groundwater level
in more than 200 non-operating
wells around the county.

An annual report by the district
showed groundwater levels in
those monitoring wells rose by an
average of 1.29 feet during 2016.

Working with farmers who

voluntarily agree to

Mesa Underground Water 1 ye meters placed
Conservation District
212 N. Avenue G
Lamesa, TX 79331-0497
(806) 872-9205
www.mesauwcd.org

Board of Directors
Matt Farmer, president

on their irrigation
systems, the district
also measures the
amount of water
being pumped to ir-
rigate various crops
grown in Dawson

lines for exporting Brad Cude, vice president County.

water from the Blaine Middleton The district has a

district, and other Brent Staggs small laboratory at

procedures. Al Crisp its office to per-
Permits are Acting General Manager forms a variety of

required for any Deanya Williams water quality tests

new water wells in
the county, but certain wells for
domestic use, livestock watering
and oil/gas exploration are exempt
from some district’s regulations.

During 2016 the district issued
permits for about 96 new water
wells. Having previously issued
only one export/operating permit
in the previous 26 years, in late
2016 the district issued two such
permits for water being piped out
of the district for oilfield use.

The district annually monitors

for residents.

The Mesa UWCD cooperates
with other groundwater districts
in the region to create goals for
maintaining set amounts of water
in the underground aquifers over
a 50-year period.

The Mesa UWCD is a member
of the Texas Alliance of Ground-
water Districts and monitors any
proposed legislative and regula-
tory activity that could impact
groundwater districts and ground-
water ownership rights.

Record drought in 2011
impacts rainfall average

18 inches of precipitation per
year, but for the past 20 years
that average has been 16.85 inches.

Three out of the 11 driest years
on record being witnessed here
during the past 20 years helped
lower that average.

Information is based on rainfall
records kept since 1932 by KPET
Radio in Lamesa and more re-
cently by the West Texas Mesonet
recording station in Lamesa.

With only 3.48 inches of rainfall
for the entire year, 2011 is the dri-
est year on record for Lamesa.

Before 2011, the driest year was
1956 with 7.06 inches of rainfall -
more than twice as much as 2011.

Based on local records since
1953, September is the wettest
month of the year at 3.05 inches
and May is next at 2.39 inches.
Winter months are the driest,
with .72 inches in December, .66 in
January and .65 in February.

I amesa historically gets about

Rainfall Record

Annual precipitation amounts in Lamesa
from wettest to driest for the past 20 years:

2004 ..o, 28.53 inches
2007 oo, 28.20 inches
2015 i, 25.43 inches
2010 e, 22.68 inches
2016 e, 21.60 inches
2008 ..., 19.50 inches
1997 e, 18.54 inches
2002 e, 18.09 inches
2013 e, 16.73 inches
2006 ....ccoeevneeiin, 16.54 inches
2014 ..o 15.97 inches
2009 ..o, 15.65 inches
2000 ...oieeiiieeeee, 15.54 inches
2005 ..., 14.41 inches
1999 .. 14.30 inches
2012 i, 12.15 inches
1998 oo, 10.12 inches
2003 ..., 9.87 inches
2001 ., 9.57 inches
2011 3.48 inches
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Lodging and dining
Lamesa Motels Lamesa eating establishments
Best Western Shiloh Inn Acevedos Follow Lamesa Donuts Pedroza’s Subway
Lamesa Inn & Suites 1707 Lubbock Hwy Mexican Food the Smoke Donuts, etc. Mexican food Sandwiches
506 N. Dallas Ave. 50 units, pool 312 S Dallas BBQ & Catering 1904 Lubbock Hwy. 1501 N Dallas 201 N. 4th St.
56 rooms, pool, meetings 872-6721 872-5715 Barbecue, etc. 872-0002 872-2884 872-5003
872-3888 311 S. 2nd St. )
Southern Inn | Bush’s Chicken 872-6460 La Mesa Pizza Hut Swift St
. , . Restaurant Pizza, etc. wi op
Budget Host Inn & Suites Fried chicken, etc . Deli food
The Grub Hub Mexican food 305 N 4th eli foods
901 S. Dallas Ave. 1617 N. Hwy. 87 602 N. Dallas Ave. , . 1100 N. 4th
870-4445 Bistro, catering 412 N Ave. L 872-8309 .
30 rooms 40 rooms, pool 872-8061 872-3082
1508 Lubbock Hwy.
872-2118 872-7911 Rockv’s B
: ) . 872-4842 ocky’s Burgers
Clalborne s Deli Lost Texan Hamburgers, etc. Taco Villa
Lamesa Motel Westerner Motel Deli foods Happy Buffet Barbecue 605 S. Dallas Ave. Mexican food
1210 Seminole Rd. 915 N. Dallas Ave. 710 N. 4th Street : 608 N Dallas 872-7968
| _ Oriental Food 206 N 4th
10 units 28 units 872-7011 872-9234 ) )
920 N. Dallas Ave. S 'sD 872-3321
872-5112 872-2115 872-5588 , Issy's Dive
Daddio’s McDonald’s Burgers, etc.
Burrito Express Hungry Bear Hamburgers, etc. 1510 Lubbock Hwy. Texas Finest
RV Parking Burritos, tacos, i22a 505 N Dallas 870-7867 Miscellaneous
catering Pizza. etc. 872-6541 Sonic 1703 Lubbock Hwy
Forrest Park RV Park 2057%'_ 12{,"?3St' 1504 Seminole Hwy.  Morning Star Hamburgers, etc. 872-2031
8 spaces, South 9th Street and Bryan Ave. 872-2773 DDO?UtSt g(7)12 ggﬂg Tita’s Kitch
Call Lamesa City Hall, 872-2124 : . , onuts, etc. - ita’s Kitchen
g Dairy Queen Jalisco’s 412 N 4th . Mexican food
87/180 RV Park Han;?gr?\jeﬁhet& Mexican food 872-4607 Stripes No 88 901 N. 4th
903 S Dallas Hamburgers, etc. 806-556-5957
10 spaces, S<2)uth 6tr2118treet gnd Dallas Ave. 872-8155 872-2946 O’Hana’s 1912 N. Dallas Ave.
806-239-59 or 332-8386 r L K B b’ SJapanese 872-8521 W .G
eed Lot -Bob’s teakhouse es-1-Go
La Vedera RV Park Miscellaneous Steaks, misc. Japanese food ~ Stripes No. 2289 Deli Foods
66 spaces, 1800 Block Seminole Highway 104 NE 14th St. 2200 Lubbock Hwy 872-9400 Deli Foods 1111 Seminole Rd.
806-239-5921 or 332-8386 872-3436 872-6531 501 N. Dallas Ave. 411 N. Lynn Ave. 872-8629

Piciure Yourseli

50

VYour wings are ready, all you fhiave to do is fly!

where Else!

Plan your escape with

' " Pedroza’s
/\/Travel Agency
806-872-8655

*Limited time only

ANY SIZE

Goca-Cola or soft drink

M\

I'mlovin’it’
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Making education of chlldren a prlorty

Lamesa ISD putting together (family) team

or just over a year since his
Fhiring, Lamesa ISD Superin-

tendent Jim Knight has been
putting a team - or family - togeth-
er that will make the education of
Lamesa’s children a priority.

“This district is blessed with
tremendous people, staff and lead-
ership. I look forward to working
alongside such passionate educa-
tors who love kids and desire each
student to succeed. It is essential
we believe that every student
can be successful given the right
tools, instruction and leadership,”
Knight said.

For the second year, Lamesa
High School has sponsored a Se-
nior College Signing Day. But that
special day was not just for the
school’s athletes, the college sign-
ing day included all seniors who
plan to further their education at
a technical or training school, a
college or a university.

On February 1, 92 percent of
the senior class signed a letter of
intent.

For the 15th time in the
school’s history, the LHS Commu-
nity Problem Solving Team has
qualified to compete in the Future
Problem Solving International
Event to be held in Wisconsin this
summer.

The team’s project involves
Alzheimer’s patients and their
caregivers. The group of teenag-
ers will compete against teams
from around the world.

The Business Professionals
of America (BPA) qualified 28
students to the state competition.
LHS student Breeley Singleton
was sworn in as the Regional
President for Area 4 by outgoing
President and LHS student Cam-
eron Emfinger.

SkillsUSA, which involves
construction and nursing aide
students, qualified 31 students and

CONTINUING THEIR EDUCATION

projects to the state contest this
year.

The Success Academy, which
gives students an alternative
course of study to earn a high
school diploma at an accelerated
rate, graduated 11 students by
December of 2016 with 12 more
on the path to graduate in May of
2017.

Lamesa Middle School insti-
tuted a Homework Center for
Monday through Wednesday.
Lamesa ISD staff from all campus-
es became tutors, while assisted
by LHS National Honor Society
students.

Lamesa’s varsity boys basket-
ball team made the playoffs for the
fourth straight year before getting
beat at the regional quarterfinal
game.

As of presstime, nine LHS
powerlifters qualified for regional
competition.

Athletic opportunities at LHS
include football, basketball, track,
baseball, cross country, golf, pow-
erlifting, softball and volleyball.

“Lamesa ISD believes that
all students can learn, grow and
succeed in school when instruc-
tion is delivered in an intentional,
planned, systematic and delib-
erate manner. The overriding
mission of our district will be to
afford every student an opportuni-
ty for success in both academaics,
curricular and extra-curricular
activities,” said Knight.

Juniors and seniors may take
dual credit courses through
Howard College that allow them
to earn college credit while still in
high school.

“Our primary goal is to enrich
the lives of our students by pro-
ducing lifelong learners who are
responsible, compassionate and
active citizens in our communi-
ties,” Knight said.

LPR Photo

On Senior College Signing Day in February, 92 percent of Lamesa High
School’s senior class signed a letter of intent to further their education at
a technical or training school, a college or a university.

MAKING EDUCATION FUN

LPR Photo

For the younger students in the Lamesa ISD, events such as a recent
masquerade at South Elementary School help to make education fun.

The Lamesa ISD serves over
2,100 students in and around Daw-
son County. The school district
has four campuses: South Elemen-
tary School, North Elementary
School, Lamesa Middle School
and Lamesa High School.

Each of the campuses has a
link to the World-Wide-Web and
would love to share information
about its school and community
with parents, students, and others
who are interested through the
World-Wide-Web.

702 N. 14th Street
Lamesa, TX 79331
872-8369

Schedule of Services

Sunday: Bible Class
Morning Worship
Evening Worship

Wednesday

9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m
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Lamesa Independent School District

website: www.lamesaisd.net

School Board
President: Sonya Raney
V-President: Rebecca Gonzales
Albert Martinez
Don Bethel
Kelli Merritt
Beverly Brewer
Ernest Ogeda

Administration
212 N. Austin Avenue
Lamesa, TX 79331
872-5461

Superintendent
Jim Knight
jknight@lamesaisd.esc17.net

Assistant Superintendent
of Curriculum, Instruction
and Academics
DeAnn Drake
ddrake@lamesaisd.esc17.net

Assistant Superintendent
of Finance and Operations
David Rodriguez
drodriguez@lamesaisd.esc17.net

Executive Director
of Special, Federal Programs
Melissa Oliva
moliva@lamesaisd.esc17.net

Executive Director
of Human Resources
Richard Berry
rberry@lamesaisd.esc17.net

Athletic Director
Gregg Moreland
gmoreland@lamesaisd.esc17.net

Special Education Director
ReGina Wise
rwise@lamesaisd.esc17.net

Technology Director
Keith Emfinger
kemfinger@lamesaisd.esc17.net

Lamesa High School
Grades 9-12
600 N. 14th Street
872-8385

Principal
Chris Riggins
criggins@lamesaisd.esc17.net

Assistant Principal
Doug Morris
dmorris@lamesaisd.esc17.net

Assistant Principal of Instruction
Serapio Arguijo
sarguijo@lamesaisd.esc17.net

Lamesa Middle School
Grades 6-8

South 1st Street & Bryan Avenue
872-8301

Principal
Leroy Mitchell
Imitchell@lamesaisd.esc17.net

Assistant Principal
Jesse Galdean
jgaldean@lamesaisd.esc17.net

Assistant Principal of Instruction
Suzanne Mata
smata@lamesaisd.esc17.net

North Elementary School
Grades 3-5
600 block N. 14th Street
872-5428

Principal
Misty Castro
mcastro@lamesaisd.esc17.net

Assistant Principal
Kevin Lewis
klewis@lamesaisd.escl7.net

Assistant Principal of Instruction
Traca Hilson
thilson@lamesaisd.esc17.net

Assistant Principal of Instruction
Jane Willems
jwillems@lamesaisd.esc17.net

South Elementary School
Grades K-2
2000 South 8th Street
872-5401

Principal
Shelley Mann
smann@lamesaisd.esc17.net

Assistant Principal
Jaime Bahiman
jbahlman@lamesaisd.net

Success Academy
South 1st Street & Bryan Ave.

Principal
Brad Froman
bfroman@lamesaisd.esc17.net
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EDUCATING STUDENTS LPR Photo

Under the watchful eyes of Social Studies teacher Lance Bailey, Lamesa
High School students complete some paperwork.

Ink by the barrel,
paper by the ton

When it comes to community news,
we are the printer of choice
for the entire area.

Seminole Sentinel
Klondike Paw Prints
Seminole H.S War Whoop
Seagraves ISD Talon
Midland College Press
Odessa VFW Bulletin

... and others

Andrews County News
Borden Star

The Brownfield News
Lamesa Press-Reporter
Lynn County News
Martin County Messenger
O’Donnell Index-Press

523 N. 1st Street - Lamesa, Texas - 806-872-2177
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Teamwork is key for Sands school system

rom once coaching the
FSands Mustangs to the state

six-man football playoffs to
now directing that whole school
district at Ackerly as its superin-
tendent, Wayne Henderson always
has kept one thing in common.

He is a big believer in team work,
the results of which speak for them-
selves. During his first nine years as
Sands’ head football coach, Mustang
faithful always had plenty to cheer
about just like they do nowadays
both on and off the playing field.

“We’re very pleased with what
we’ve going out here,” said Hen-
derson, who is in his fourth year
as superintendent.

“We’ve got some great kids
who’ve been working hard to take
care of things inside our class-
rooms and our teachers have been
doing just a phenomenal job of
getting them there.

“Like in anything, you’ve got to
have a plan. Our people have been
doing a great job of following it.”

Henderson believes continuity
is another vital part to maintain-
ing a good school.

“It seems like everybody’s been
out here at least five years, includ-
ing some who’ve been out here for 25
years and some even 30. They're still

SANDS PRIDE

Sands CISD Facebook phofo
A monument was erected on the Sands Consolidated ISD campus in

remembrance of the old school gymnasium.

very good teachers,” Henderson said.

“We’re very excited about our
future as a school. Everything is
looking up out here. We can’t help
but believe that we’re moving in a
positive way.”

In addition to a rigorous aca-
demic program, Sands schools
offers numerous extracurricular
activities in which students enjoy
great success.

Aerial Application
Liquid & Dry
Herbicides
& Insecticides

“Fungicides
Fertilizers

___‘“"""l

This school year the school was
represented at the UIL State Cross

Country Championships and was
crowned district champions in
football. The Mustang boys have
been in the state basketball playoffs
each of the past seven years.
Located in Ackerly just off of
U.S. Highway 87 in southern Daw-
son County, Sands Consolidated
ISD currently has 233 students in

Sands Consolidated ISD
101 Mustang Drive
Ackerly, TX 79713

432-353-4888
www.sands.esc17.net

Superintendent
Wayne Henderson
whenderson@esc17.net

Principal
Lenny Morrow
Imorrow@esc17.net

School Board
Martin Nichols, president
Tommy Staggs - v.p.
Robin Barraza - secretary
Wes Higgins
Jody Howard
Matt Snell
Michael Wigington

its system from kindergarten to
12th grade.

“As far as we’re concerned,
that’s a perfect number,” Hender-
son said of Sands’ enrollment.

“One of the reasons we’ve
been so successful out here is the
luxury we’ve got inside our class-
rooms with so many one-on-one
situations between our teachers
and students.”

Direct Chemical Sales

Full Line of
Name Brand &
Generic ChemE:gls =
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Bayer CropScience
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| FiberMax

Service That Goes Above And Beyond Established byitarmers; for farmers.
Since 1987.

"
Q) smmnnn

1708 CR N Lamesa

Established « Trustworthy « Committed

806-872-2227
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O’Donnell ISD has new gym, classrooms

"Donnell ISD secondary stu-
dents still are getting used
to their new “digs.”
Construction and renova-

tion on the campus
just ended this past
October. Among the
improvements was

a new competition
gym and concession
stand, new class-
rooms that include
a technical facility
and a new kitchen
and cafeteria for the

entire school district.

Upperclassman
may receive endorse-
ments in culinary
arts, floral design, ag
mechanics and fash-
ion upon graduation.
They also may earn
a welding certificate
in ag classes.

“These classes
really give our stu-
dents a step forward
as they leave our

campus. It’s hugely success-
ful and useful,” said Dr. Cathy
Amonett, the school district’s

superintendent.

The school hopes to build on

O’Donnell ISD
http://odonnell.esc17.net
Box 487, 501 5th Street
O’Donnell, TX. 79351
806-428-3241

Superintendent
Dr. Cathy Amonett
camonett@esc17.net

Secondary
Assistant Principal
Cody White
cwhite@esc17.net

Elementary Principal
Sharla Edwards
sharlaedwards@esc17.net

Board Members
Mandy Stidham, president

Billy Edwards, vice president

Randy Cook, secretary
Trevor Halfmann
Monte Hancock
Landon Mires
Melissa Pedroza

career and technical education
courses when it receives permis-
sion from the state to become a
District of Innovation.

“O’Donnell has
struggled to find
certified teachers
for CTE (Career and
Technical Education)
courses and forsees
continued difficulty
in filling posi-
tions in this area,”
Dr. Amonett said.
“Requiring teach-
ing certifications for
candidates in these
areas is a financial
barrier and hardship
to many applicants
who are likely taking
a pay cut from the
private sector to join
the school district.”

If the school dis-
trict receives the des-
ignation, it could hire
a licensed plumber or
electrician or beauti-

cian to teach students those trades.
Juniors and seniors also may
take college algebra in addition

to government and English dual

credit courses through South

ﬁl\
| \i\

| ~'\.\\ | A\'

IN THE EAGLES NEST LPR Ph°’°
O’Donnell students and residents participated in an opening ceremony
last October for the school district’s new gym and other facilities.

regional basketball tournament
this past basketball season for the
second year in a row.

O’Donnell has a strong UIL
presence in District 11-1A. FFA
students travel far and wide for lo-
cal and statewide livestock shows.

Plains College in Levelland.
“Students can earn up to 21
credits toward their Bachelors or
Associates degree upon gradua-

tion,” said Dr. Amonett.
O’Donnell varsity girls bas-
ketball team earned a trip to the

Youngblood Elder Care

In Business For 22 Years

Family Atmosphere

&

Homecooked Meals

State Licensed Assisted Living

Youngblood Elder Care
759-9811 or 872-2030
Youngbloodeldercare.com

License # 100198

V
Z

A

Serving Lamesa
& Dawson County
Since 1948

{NOKIS Henry NORR S Agency

www.henrynorris.com

520 8. First

872-5446 872-5494
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WINNING TRADITION IN WELCH "~ Dowson ISD Facebook phofo

Both the boys and girls Dawson Dragons basketball teams (pictured) at
Dawson ISD in Welch, as well as the football team, advanced into the
state playoffs this school year. Cross country runner Logan Beltran also
qualified for regional competition.

Dawson ISD looking
toward technology for
educational purposes

awson Superintendent Jeff The Dragons’ colors are purple
D Fleenor is very aware that and white.
technology continues to Dawson competes against
change and he and his staffare mak- Grady, Loop, Sands and Wellman-
ing every effort to improve those Union in football.
resources at Dawson ISD in Welch. All other UIL events, including
“Technology is here. We have basketball and academics puts
to manage it as we Dawson against
can,” said Fleenor. Dawson ISD Klondike, Grady,
Many apps Box 180 Loop, O’Donnell
(applications) are Welch, TX 79377 and Sands.
useful in a school 489-7568 or 489-7461 Dawson students
setting for translat- www.dawson.esc17.net have seen success
ing other languages  superintendent/Principal in many different
into English and Jeff Fleenor activities, includ-
vice-versa, maps jfleenor@esc17.net ing FFA, Business
to locate far away Professionals of

School Board
Kalith Brown, president
Brent Hendon, vice president
Ben Phipps, secretary
Andrew Phipps

destinations, math
equations and
hundreds of other
educational tools.

America (BPA),
Family, Career and
Community Lead-
ers of America

“We just have to Cesareo Melendez (FCCLA) and UIL
make sure we tread Marlin Mahan competition.
that fine line of us- Kanyon Brown Upperclassmen
ing technology only may take dual credit
to educate,” Fleenor said. courses through their partnership

The district believes that all with South Plains College in Lev-
students deserve not only the best elland. Spanish is taught through
education possible, but access to the Texas Virtual School Network.

the most current learning tech- The Dawson ISD was started in
nologies available. 1939 when the small local school

Dawson’s athletes have cel- districts located in Lou, Pride,
ebrated several successes this cur- Fairview and Midway were ab-
rent school year. sorbed by Dawson.

The Dragons varsity football The first permanent buildings
team and the boys and girls bas- were completed in 1940 when the
ketball teams made the playoffs. high school and gym were opened
Cross country runner Logan in Welch. The elementary build-

Beltran qualified for regional. ing was finished in 1951.
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B%)State National Bank

Big Spring Lamesa O’Donnell

801 N. 4th St. 806-872-8808 FD'C

B

LENDER www.statenb.com

Stop in and visit with us
about your banking needs

o Savings Accounts o Friendly Service

o Certificates of Deposit o Automobile Loans

o 24 Hour ATM o Checking Accounts
o Online Banking o Debit Cards

o Convenient Drive Thru = Commercial Loans
o Agricultural Loans

Hours of operation: Drive-Thru 8:30am - 4:00pm
Lobby 9:00am - 4:00pm
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Expectations high at Klondike

ocated about 11 miles south  to receive a High Progress desig-
Lof Lamesa, the Klondike nation for annual improvement
school system continues to or closing performance gaps.

gain a reputation for academic The school regularly receives
excellence. the highest accountability rat-

After receiving the prestigious ings from the Texas Education
“Blue Ribbon ) Agency.
School” designa- Klondike ISD Superintendent
tion in 2015 from 2911 CRH Steve McLaren
the U.S. Depart- Lamesa, TX 79331 credits that
ment of Education, 806-462-7334 success to the
the school has ork2|306&f|1(62-73113$ ) school’s teachers
continued to reap www.klondike.escl/.ne and support staff.
a variety of educa- Superintendent “I honestly
tional honors. Steve McLaren think we’ve got

This past No- steve.mclaren@klondikeisd.net the best staffin
vember, Klondike Principal the whole state,” ' X
was honored by Tony Bus%ong he said. “They %ATI'(IIO':.II'(\LF%TﬁMPIQNES luati d ional L:R photo
the Texas Educa-  tony.bushong@klondikeisd.net set their expecta- eh' °|” Ike hplmesne I‘:a ”“;‘ |orc11_’rlfam capture h“ nahlona dc ampi-
tion Agency for School Board tions high and onship last Muy, while two other Klon ike FFA teams have placed among
academic success chool Board they’re not going the top five in national competition during the past year.
by a Title I school — Kenny Ferguson, president " q

y a 11itle 1 schoo Clay Thixton - v.p. 0 come qown . . o . .
defined as a cam- Kelley O’Brien - secretary from it. They also “This is much like being in a renovation and construction work
pus with a student Mike Barkowsky truly care about private school,” he said. in recent years to accommodate a
population that is Ricky Barkowsky the kids.” The school also is widely recog-  growing student enrollment and
at least 40 percent Quinton Kearney McLaren said nized for its FFA program, win- additional programs and activi-
low income. Kirk Tidwell the school benefits ning one national title and placing ties.

Klondike was one from its small size = among the top five nationally in Sprawling over more than 500
of 93 Title I schools in the state — with about 250 students — and two other career development square miles, the district encom-
to receive a High Performance the fact that some 55-60 percent of events during the past year. passes most of the southwest-
distinction based on reading and those students transfer into the Located just off FM 828 a few ern part of Dawson County and
math performance. Klondike also district and understand they must miles east of Patricia, the school extends southward into Martin
was one of 80 schools in the state meet high expectations. facility has undergone extensive County as well.

Sharon Youngblood

REALTY, LLC

We're local,
just for you!

Our entire mission is to www.lamesarealestatebroker.com
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Youngsters in the Head Start program provided here by West Texas Op-
portunities regularly present programs to show parents and others what

they have been learning.

Head Start program
aids children, families

includes expectant moth-

ers, newborns and toddlers
through the age of two in Early
Head Start and the three-year-old
pre-school program in Head Start.

Early Head Start opened in

Lamesa in 2010 with a new large
portable building added to the V.Z.
Rogers campus where

I amesa’s Head Start program

both Early Head Start and Head
Start. Parents are urged to attend
monthly meetings where they
hear professionals and specialists
discuss a variety of subjects in-
cluding first aid, spouse and child
abuse, and health issues.

Parents also are asked to attend
evening meetings called Ready,

Set, Go which are

Head Start is located. Head Start held about every
Currently, Early 505 N.E. 3rd Street other week. Parents

Head Start is at 872-6713 re-learn a variety of

capacity with 40 hands-on projects

children and eight
home-based expect-
ant mothers or babies
under the age of six
weeks.

Parents can be added to the
waiting list at any time, since
Early Head Start is a year-round
program.

Brooke Adcock, the Early Head
Start and Head Start Director for
West Texas Opportunities, is im-
pressed with the federally-funded
programs.

“We are teaching parents to be
parents,” she said. “We also make
sure our babies and pre-schoolers
are healthy in every way. We coor-
dinate medical, dental and vision
checks and any follow-up visits
needed. We help our parents real-
ize the importance of nutritious
meals, keeping shot records cur-
rent and the importance of a good
education.”

Head Start’s three-year-old
classes are conducted from 8 a.m.
t0 2:30 p.m. Their fun curriculum
concentrates on getting the pre-
school age children ready to enter
public schools.

“We have a great staff and lots of
good equipment,” Adcock said.

Parents play a huge roll at

Lamesa Center Director
Jimmie Pace
jpace.wto@gmail.com

including anything
from craft making to
setting goals for the
future.

Head Start is a national pro-
gram that promotes school readi-
ness by enhancing the social and
cognitive development of children
by providing educational, health,
nutritional, social and other
services to enrolled children and
families.

Local Head Start Director Jim-
mie Pace and her staff provide
comprehensive child development
services to economically disadvan-
taged children and their families
with a special focus on helping
preschoolers develop the early
reading and math skills they need
to be successful in school.

“Head Start engages parents
in their children’s learning and
helps them in making progress
toward their educational, literacy
and employment goals,” Pace said.
“Significant emphasis is placed on
the involvement of parents in the
administration of local Head Start
Programs.”

Meals and snacks are provided
to Lamesa Head Start students
through the Child Care Food Pro-
gram administered by WTO.

Howard College campus
offers classes in Lamesa

he Lamesa Campus of How-
I ard College offers the oppor-
tunity to obtain an associ-
ate’s degree or get a big start on a
bachelor’s degree while remaining
right here in Lamesa.

A branch of Big Spring’s How-
ard College, the Lamesa campus
normally enrolls 110-120 students
each semester, accord-
ing to Monica Castro,
campus director.

About half of those
students attend either
daytime or evening
classes at the local col-
lege facility, which in-
cludes two regular classrooms and
two distance-learning classrooms.

Another 50-60 students take
dual-credit classes offered by the
college at Lamesa and Klondike
high schools. That program al-
lows many of the students to ob-
tain 20-30 hours of college credit
by the time they graduate from
high school.

This spring a Lamesa High
School student will be obtaining
his associate’s degree from How-
ard College when he gets his high
school diploma, having already

Lamesa Campus

of Howard College
1810 Lubbock Highway
806-872-2223

Campus Director
Monica Castro

accumulated 60 college hours.

In addition to offering academic
courses, the college works with
Lamesa High School to offer Certi-
fied Nurse Aide, Emergency Medi-
cal Technician, and and Cosmetolo-
gy training to high school students.

Castro said the campus is seeing
more and more students who are
choosing to start their
education here, where
they can continue to
live at home, rather
than facing additional
expenses and accumu-
lating debt by going off
to college elsewhere.

College officials offer guidance
to ensure the courses which stu-
dents take here will be beneficial
when they continue their educa-
tion elsewhere.

Howard College also is introduc-
ing a “Howard College Leads” pro-
gram to help students get involved
in their own career planning not
just for school and education
but for work, careers and life in
general. It also aims to help keep
students involved and enrolled.

“They’re success is our suc-
cess,” Castro said.

CWJC offers academic
life skills aid for women

omen desiring instruc-
tion to not only widen
their options when seek-

ing employment but to improve in
everyday life as well need only to
look as far as their lo-

Since the principles of CWJC
are Christian- and Bible-based,
women who receive assistance are
required to attend a Bible study as
part of the course offerings. How-

ever, they do not have

cal Christian Women’s Christian Women’s to accept the Chris-

Job Corps (CWJC). Job Corps tian faith or beliefs in
CWJC of Lamesa 1013 N. 2nd Street order to complete the

has training programs 872-5627 program.

aimed at equipping . . Each participant

women for life and Exeé::rt;r\]l %g;ﬁgcmr is matched with a

employment by offer- y trained Christian

ing them instruction in basic life
skills.

Courses offered by CWJC, which
are free of charge, are aimed at
helping persons ages 18 years
and older tobtain their GED and
receive some instruction in basic
study courses.

One of the newer courses offered
is English as a Second Language.

Two training sessions — one in
the fall and one in the spring — are
gonducted Monday through Thurs-

ay.

The purpose of the CWJC min-
istries is to provide a Christian
context where women can get the
educational help they might need
in a safe environment.

woman who acts as a mentor to
that student. The mentor, who is a
volunteer from the community, is
available to encourage the stu-
dents, listen to them and pray with
them and for them.

The CWJC program provides
all students with school supplies,
including pens and paper. On-site
childcare for pre-school-age chil-
dren is provided free of charge, if
needed.

The local branch of CWJC was
organized in 2004 and held its first
training session in the fall of that
year. It is housed in the former
Lighthouse Independent Baptist
Church building, which was do-
nated to CWJC in 2007.
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