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COVID-19 cancels chocolate fest, dance
City council receives 
update on virus, protocols

Maggie Jack-
son, commu-
nity engagement 
and planning 
director at the 
Canadian County 
Health Depart-
ment, updates 
Yukon City Coun-
cil members 
on the depart-
ment’s COVID-19 
response and 
vaccine distribu-
tion. (Photo by 
Conrad Dudderar)

By Conrad Dudderar

Senior Staff  Writer
Two more annual City of Yukon 

special events have been postponed 

due to COVID-19 concerns.

The highly popular Yukon Choc-

olate Festival and Daddy-Daughter 

Dance are among latest victims of 

the devastating virus.

Yukon Mayor Shelli Selby 

shared the frustrating news at the 

end of the Jan. 5th Yukon City 

Council meeting.

Another well-attended event, 

the Ground Hog Dinner at Yukon’s 

First United Methodist Church, 

also has been canceled.

“These are hard times that we 

live in,” Selby said. “As we know, 

it’s a new year that’s here – 2021. 

We left 2020 behind gladly. There 

are so many things that we’ve gone 

through as a city and as a commu-

nity.

“I hope there’s a few things that 

we kept. And one of those is our 

love for community, being together 

and relationships. And that we just 

take time to enjoy one another.”

Virus concerns prompted the 

cancellation of several large events 

in 2020, notably the annual Czech 

Festival heritage celebration and 

Rock the Route musical festival.

Many other special events were 

either postponed or scaled back due 

See Cancellations, Page 6A

Merrick, Shipley seek GOP nomination

See Nomination, Page 3A

By Conrad Dudderar

Senior Staff  Writer
Editor’s Note: In this article, The 

Yukon Progress highlights the two 

Republican candidates vying to suc-

ceed Stephanie Bice representing 

District 22 in the Oklahoma State 

Senate. A special primary election 

is Feb. 9 and the general election is 

April 6.

Yukon’s Jake A. Merrick and Ed-

mond’s Keri Shipley are Republican 

candidates seeking to fi ll a vacancy 
in the Oklahoma State Senate.

Merrick, 39, of N.W. 100 in Yu-

kon; and Shipley, 48, of Water Oak 

Circle in Edmond, fi led Dec. 7 at the 
Oklahoma State Election Board for 

the Senate District 22 seat.

Four candidates - two Democrats 

and two Republicans - will appear 

YHS outdoor 
graduation set 
May 21
Plans set although changes 
possible with COVID-19

From Staff Reports

As long as there are no chang-

es due to COVID-19, Yukon High 

School will have a graduation cer-

emony May 21, 2021.

The May, 2020 ceremony was 

moved to July 18 last year after de-

lays due to COV-

ID-19.

Yukon Super-

intendent Dr. Ja-

son Simeroth told 

school board mem-

bers in a meeting 

Monday night a 

date was set barring 

any changes during the pandemic.

An outdoor ceremony will be at 

Miller Stadium.

Simeroth said people appreciated 

the July 18 ceremony outdoors after 

the 2020 ceremony was delayed. 

The ceremony “will ensure gradu-

ates receive the recognition they 

deserve after prevailing over an un-

matched high school career,” accord-

ing to a news release from the dis-

trict.

“Although traditionally held in 

Oklahoma City, the district antici-

pates moving the ceremony to Yu-

kon will enrich the experience for 

graduates and equip our community 

to follow public health and safety 

guidelines throughout the event,” ac-

cording to the statement.

The 2021 graduation will be 7 p.m. 
Saturday, May 21 at Miller Stadium, 

1777 S Yukon Parkway.

Jason Simeroth

‘Together We Center’

Trinity Baptist Church of Yukon members break ground at the future site of the Together We Center during a 
Jan. 10th ceremony on the church campus, 620 N Cemetery Road. (Photo by Darren D. Heusel)

By Conrad Dudderar

Senior Staff  Writer

S
ome $700,000 has been 
raised already so con-

struction can begin on 

a new service ministry 

being launched to reach people in 

need across Canadian County.

Several hundred people attended 

a ground-breaking ceremony Sun-

day, Jan. 10 for the “Together We 

Center” on Trinity Baptist Church-

Yukon’s 30-acre campus, 620 N 

Cemetery Road.

This new ministry will be a 

village-like facility developed 

in phases on the west side of the 

church property off  Cemetery 
Road.

The Together We Center will 

provide a “one-stop shop” that 

ministers “to all the folks in Cana-

dian County in need,” Associate 

Pastor Scott Kinney said.
“This is a dream that we’ve had 

to continue to minister to our com-

munities and to our county.”

With ground-breaking last Sun-

day and construction to start soon, 

Ground broken, $700K 
raised for new Yukon, 
county ministry project

See Project, Page 6A

www.yukonprogress.com
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Obituary 

Rollins
Wanda Janice “Jan” 

(Perry) Rollins was born 

to Fayne M. Perry and 

Winnie (Bates) Perry on 

August 27, 1931 in Taylor 

County, TX.  She passed 

away peacefully to be 

with the Lord on January 

6, 2021.

Jan graduated from 

Aspermont High School, 

Aspermont, TX.  After 

graduation, she moved to 

Clovis, N.M. to live with 

her aunt, Sallie Clark.  

There she not only found 

a good secretarial job, 

but a few years later, her 

beloved husband, Nor-

man Roy Rollins of Buf-

falo, OK, and shared 65+ 

happy years to-

gether. 

Jan’s lifelong 

dream was to be-

come a teacher.  

She received 

that opportunity 

when Norman 

was transferred 

to Guymon, OK, as man-

ager of Long-Bell Lumber 

Co.  She continued her 

higher education earning a 

Master’s degree and many 

majors and post-graduate 

work through the years.  

She spent 35 years teach-

ing Kindergarten through 

college.  Jan loved to sew, 

create a beautiful yard 

and entertain family and 

friends.

Jan was preceded in 

death by her 

parents; grand-

parents; sister, 

Glenda Rains of 

Texas; her be-

loved husband, 

Norman Roll-

ins, and her only 

daughter, Hollye 

Jan.

She is survived by two 

sisters; Dorothy Cochran 

and Janell Rutherford, 

both of Texas, as well as 

several nieces, nephews, 

cousins and many friends.  

Jan will be deeply missed 

by all who knew her.

Viewing will be held 

10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., 

Wednesday, January 13, 

2021 at Yanda & Son Fu-

neral Home, Yukon, OK. 

Wanda Rollins

Graveside services will be 

held at 12 noon, Thursday, 

January 14, at Evergreen 

Gyp Valley Cemetery, 

Buffalo, OK. Pastors Joe 

Williams and Brett Selby 

will be officiating.
Online condolences 

may be signed at www.

yandafuneral.com. Ar-

rangements are under the 

direction of Yanda & Son 

Funeral Home and Cre-

mation Services, Yukon, 

OK.

Donna Kay Nuse, age 82, 

of Yukon, Oklahoma went to 

be with her Lord on January 1, 

2021, after an illness at Integ-

ris Canadian Valley Hospital in 

Yukon.  She was born on Janu-

ary 27, 1938 in Oklahoma City, 

Oklahoma to Tommie Luther and Cloia 

Hazel (Reno) Gardiner.  In her youth 

she participated in roller skate competi-

tions with her mother, and performed in 

a number of piano recitals.  Donna at-

tended Classen High School in Oklahoma 

City, worked in her family donut & coffee 
shop, and then worked as a meat wrapper 

for Safeway Stores.  She married Buddy 

Ray Nusz (Nuse) in Wheeler, Texas on 

May 15, 1961, then lived for some years 

in Tulsa and Amarillo, Texas before set-

tling in Yukon in 1969.  Donna and her 

husband were avid and competitive golf-

ers, playing in many coed tournaments 

together.  Donna was initiated on Nov 21, 

1977 into the Order of the Eastern Star, 

Yukon Chapter #245, and is considered a 

44 year member.  She also was a Mother 

Advisor to the Rainbow Girls, helping 

young ladies learn the value of charity 

and service to others.  In 1981 she served 

as Worthy Matron/Lea Lambs. Also in 

1981, 82 and 2010, she served as Worthy 

Matron for Chapter #245.  

From 2006-2012, Donna dualled 

with Minco Chapter #395.  In 2007 she 

served as District Deputy.  And, in 2010 

Donna served as Grand Chaplain for 

Leatrice Massey & Mike Rapp (the Turtle 

Tribe).  During her 44 year membership, 

Donna was appointed Star Point Ruth, 

and proudly served as Chaplain for Chap-

ter #245.  Donna loved her Eastern Star 

Family.  She enjoyed meeting new people 

from different chapters,  sharing smiles & 
memories of her many travels, and took 

great pride in both her memory 

and floor work.  Her hobbies 
and talents included macrame, 

canvas painting, knitting, ceram-

ics, crochet, and sewing/embroi-

dery.  Donna loved to love on 

people, and was the glue that 

held her family together.  She 

would always be there to help 

anyone who was in need.  A great light 

has gone out on the world, and she will 

be dearly missed by all those who knew 

and loved her. 

Donna is survived by her husband of 

59 years, Buddy of Yukon.  Children: 

Gene of Yukon; Michelle Ashley of 

Hinton; and Vania Tuesday Ruston of 

Yukon.  Grandchildren: Bobby Ashley; 

Blair (Marysa) Ashley Jr; and Haley Rus-

ton.  Great-grandchildren: Darby Ashley; 

Blair Ashley III; Avery Ashley; and El-

lison Wednesday Nusz.  Stepchildren: 

Sam (Terri) Nusz of El Reno; Kay (Jeff) 
McLearen of El Reno; and Donna (Bob) 

Ott of Okarche. Grandchildren: Annie 

(Derek) Pearson; Traci McLearen; and 

Laci (Brett) Caesar.  Great-grandchildren: 

Baylor and Tynlee Pearson.  Sister-in-

law Jeanne (Grady) Hunter and nephew 

Michael (Dawn) Gardiner all of Corpus 

Christi, Texas.  Nephew John (Jerry) Gar-

diner of Dayton, Ohio as well as several 

cousins, relatives and friends.

She was preceded in death by her par-

ents; grandchild Tony Clements; brothers 

Billie Van Gardiner and Duane Gardiner.

Graveside Services Geary Cemetery, 

Saturday, 10:00 am, January 16, 2021, 

Geary, OK 

Officiating: Rev. Charles King services 
entrusted to Turner Funeral Home, Geary, 

Oklahoma. Condolences may be sent 

to the family at turnerfuneralhomes@

gmail.com, turnerfh.net, or you can find 
us on facebook.com (Turner Funeral 

Homes).

Nuse

Donna Nuse

www.yukonprogress.com
www.yandafuneral.com
www.redlandscc.edu/corvette-raffle
www.turnerfh.net
www.facebook.com
www.adminhometowndentalok.com
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on a Feb. 9 primary bal-

lot for a special election to 

fill the seat being vacated 
by Republican Stephanie 
Bice.

The top-vote getters 
from each political party 
with then square off in an 
April 6 general election to 
determine who will com-

plete the final 21 months 
of an unexpired four-year 
term.

Congresswoman Bice, 
46, was elected to a two-
year term in the U.S. 
House of Representatives 
in the Nov. 3 election 
by defeating incumbent 
Democrat Kendra Horn.

Bice served District 22 
for the past six years in 
the 48-member Oklahoma 
State Senate. She now 
represents Oklahoma’s 
5th Congressional District 
after receiving the oath of 
office Jan. 3 in Washing-

ton, D.C.
District 22 is comprised 

of northern Oklahoma 
County and eastern Ca-

nadian County, including 
parts of Yukon, Piedmont, 
Edmond, and Deer Creek.

The district represents 
these zip codes: 73003, 
73012, 73013, 73025, 
73078, 73099, 73127 in 
Canadian County; and 
73142 and 73762 in Okla-

homa County.

JAKE A. MERRICK

Merrick says essential 
freedoms are being chal-
lenged daily and it’s time 
to take a stand and say 
“no more” abortion, hu-

man trafficking, school 
closures, shutdowns, and 
mandates.

“Liberty is always a tar-

get and must always be de-

fended,” Merrick said. “I 
will never surrender, and 
I will always fight to pro-

tect our right to worship, 
protect our right to bear 
arms, protect our right to 
school choice, protect our 
right to bodily autonomy, 
protect our babies’ right to 
life, and protect our right 
to open our businesses.”

If elected, Merrick 
plans to draft legislation to 
protect the rights of Okla-

homans:
• End abortion in Okla-

homa: “Abortion is cur-
rently legal in Oklahoma, 
and this needs to change. 
We must end this egre-

gious practice in our 
state.”

• Ensure businesses 

can stay open: “If cus-

tomers believe they are 
safe enough to shop, eat 
or otherwise engage with 
a business, they should 
be free to decide this for 
themselves. The govern-

ment should back out of 
the free market and allow 
Oklahoma businesses to 
get back to work.”

• Ensure the 
right to bodily 
autonomy for 

both Oklahoma’s 
children and 
adults: “Individu-

als must never 
be forced to be 
vaccinated as 
a condition for 
employment, to 
enroll in school, 
to travel, or to 
engage in busi-
ness.”

Merrick has a graduate 
degree from Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Semi-
nary. Merrick’s career 
experience includes be-

ing the owner of Merrick 
Fence Company, founder 
and president of Paraklete 
Inc., and founder of True 
Cross Training. 

KERI SHIPLEY

Shipley said she’s run-

ning for office to a be a 
voice and advocate for the 
people of Senate District 

22.
“Our community needs 

a strong, conservative 
leader to stand up for our 
interests – not special in-

terests,” the Republican 
candidate said.

Shipley has worked 

for the last year 
as a staffer for 
two Republican 

members of the 
Oklahoma House 
of Representa-

tives.
State Rep. 

Garry Mize, R-
Guthrie, called 
Shipley a “tal-
ented leader” and 
believes she will 
be an “outstand-

ing senator.”
“I have seen Keri’s 

strong work ethic, her 
grasp of issues and her 
passion to see our schools, 
businesses and commu-

nities thrive,” said Mize, 
whose House district 
cover the northern part of 
Senate District 22.

“She’s not only closely 
followed the policy de-

bates, she’s also learned 
the in’s and out’s of the 
Capitol, ensuring that 
she’ll hit the ground run-

ning on day one.” 
Shipley is a former 

president of the Deer 
Creek Executive PTO, 
chair of the Creek Classic 
Race and registrar for the 
Edmond Soccer Club.

As president and vice 
president of the Deer 

Creek Soccer Booster 
Club, she and her husband 
Kurt lead fundraising ini-
tiatives allowing them to 
greatly expand the pro-

gram.
A third generation Okla-

homan, Shipley’s father 
was a Navy veteran and 
her grandfather was an Air 
Force veteran. She studied 
Marketing at New Mexico 
State University and grad-

uated with a Bachelor of 
Science degree.

PRECINCTS OPEN

Thirteen polling pre-

cincts in Canadian County 
will be open for the Feb. 
9th special Senate District 
22 primary election:

• Surrey Hills Baptist 

Church, 12421 N Mustang 
Road in Yukon

• Yukon First Church of 
the Nazarene, 525 E Main 
in Yukon

• Bethel Community 
Church – Bradford Family 
Life Center, 4901 N Sara 
Road in Yukon

• First United Methodist 
Church, 400 Elm in Yukon

• Yukon Fine Arts Audi-
torium, 850 Yukon Ave. in 

Yukon
• Town & Country 

Christian Church, 2200 S 
Cornwell in Yukon

• Yukon Church, 11715 
NW 10th in Yukon

• Covenant Community 
Church, 2250 Yukon Park-

way in Yukon
• Discovery Church, 

900 E Main in Yukon
• Dale Robertson Cen-

ter, 1200 Lakeshore Drive 
in Yukon

• Light Your World 
Church, 4550 NW Ex-

pressway in Okarche
• Piedmont United 

Methodist Church, 2525 
N Piedmont Road in Pied-

mont

• Piedmont First Baptist 
Church, 15 Jackson Ave. 
NW in Piedmont

The two Democrat can-

didates on the Feb. 9th 
special Senate District 22 
primary election ballot are 

Molly Ooten, 31, of NW 
189th Terrace in Edmond; 
and Dylan Billings, 31, of 
Foxfire Road in Edmond.

Read about the Demo-

crat contenders in an up-

coming edition of The 
Progress.

From Page 1A

Jake Merrick

Keri Shipley

Nomination

Area residents attend Save America Rally

By Carol Mowdy Bond

Contributing Writer

Two Piedmont High 
School alums, Lisa Cum-

mings and her good friend 
of many years Teresa Phil-
lips, traveled to Washing-

ton, D.C., to attend the 
Save American Rally on 
Wednesday, January 6. 
Cummings now lives in 
Yukon, and Phillips lives 
in Oklahoma City. The 
Save America Rally, in 
support of President Don-

ald Trump and fair elec-

tions, was held outside 
the U.S. Capitol Build-

ing. The certification by 
Congress of the electoral 
votes for the 2020 presi-
dential election occurred 
the same day. The events 
were marred by acts of 
violence and destruction.

Phillips and Cummings 
said on January 6 they 
joined thousands from 
across the nation, walking 
through D.C. toward the 

rally, and singing the na-

tional anthem. They said 
people of all demographic 
groups participated, and 
there were families with 
children and even babies 
in strollers. Phillips said, 
“The event was attended 
by so many people em-

bracing patriotism that 
you could not see the end 
of the massive crowd. 
President Trump was 
greeted with roaring ap-

plause and support when 
he took the stage.” After 
Trump spoke, there were 
several events scheduled, 
and Trump encouraged 
all of his supporters to 
head to those locations. 
Phillips said, “It was a 
calm, orderly flow of fel-
low Americans using our 
freedom of speech, chant-
ing support of our nation, 
and expressing our desire 
and hope to impact those 
we put in office to do the 
right thing.”

Cummings said, “We 
didn’t go to D.C. to cause 
havoc and disruption or 
injuries or death. We just 
wanted Congress to hear 

our chants with all of us 
assembled outside the 
Congress building. There 
were people of all differ-
ent nationalities. We were 
there to let our voices be 
heard through our pres-

ence and our voices to 
support our president and 

our nation peacefully. We 
were up front at the capi-
tol building. It was not 
violent. I saw a couple of 
people walk back from 
the front who had been 
sprayed with mace. I saw 
some smoke bombs go off 
but no violence.”

But as part of the thou-

sands calling themselves 
Patriots, Cummings and 
Phillips believe that non-
Patriots infiltrated their 
numbers to cause prob-

lems.

On January 6, Dist. 41 
Rep. Denise Crosswhite-
Hader, R-Yukon, said, 
“Today I listened to the 
certification of the ballots 
for the electoral college. 
Just as U.S. Sen. James 
Lankford, R-OK, began 
to speak regarding his 
concerns, he was cut off. 
The U.S. Senate abruptly 
recessed during his com-

ments. I knew that was not 
standard and something 
was wrong. I changed 
to C-SPAN for the U.S. 
House. They were also in 
recess. So many citizens 
feel they have lost their 
voice in our elections. I 
understand their frustra-

tion and I share it. If we 
don’t have fair elections, 
we are not a legitimate re-

public.”

As well, Dist. 1 Canadi-
an County Commissioner 

Marc Hader said he at-

tended a rally on January 
6 at the Oklahoma Capitol 
Building “in support of 
President Trump, truth re-

garding the facts of wide-

spread fraud and irregu-

larities in the November 
3 election, hope for action 
by Congress and/or Vice 
President Mike Pence, the 
rule of law, justice and the 
preservation of our great 
American republic.” Had-

er said he and others were 
“frustrated with Pence’s 
statement that he would 
not use his constitutional 
authority in Section 12 of 
the Constitution.”

A few days prior, on 
January 2, Sen. Lank-

ford’s office issued a press 
release saying he would 
join a group of senators to 
propose an election com-

mission to review the No-

vember 3, 2020, election 
process. They modeled 
their proposed commis-

sion on the commission 
formed in 1877, to resolve 
the electoral issues of the 
election of 1876 when 

Elected officials 
speak out about 
fraud, violence 

See Rally, Page 4A

Lisa Cummings and Teresa Phillips participate in the 
Save America Rally in Washington, D.C. on January 6. 
(Photo provided)

www.yukonprogress.com
www.drtoddpark.com
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When you begin investing, you’ll generally assess your comfort 
with risk, as your investment choices will be guided at least partially 
by your risk tolerance. But once you actually experience the ups and 
downs of the market, this tolerance could be tested.

Risk tolerance may appear less bothersome in the abstract but 
seem quite different in reality. For example, you might initially think 
you wouldn’t be fazed by short-term market downturns, no matter 
how severe. However, when the financial markets really decline, 
as happened when the COVID-19 pandemic struck last March, you 
might find yourself being more concerned than you thought you would be.

Before you change your investment strategy, it’s important to understand the po-
tential tradeoffs. By limiting your downside risk by investing less aggressively, you may 
also limit your upside potential. You might need to change your strategy in other ways, 
such as saving more or working longer. That said, the tradeoff involved in reducing your 
downside risk may be worth taking, if it helps you cope better with wild market swings, 
as the best strategy may be one you can stick with through the inevitable ups and downs 
of the markets.

Because market fluctuations are a normal part of investing, here are some additional 
suggestions that may help you focus on your long-term strategy.

Look past the immediate event. While the market’s pandemic-driven fall was sudden, 
its recovery was also fairly quick. Eight months after its March meltdown, the market 
had regained all the lost ground and reached a new record high. During the midst of 
what appears to be a real threat to your investment portfolio, it can be difficult to antici-
pate a more favorable environment. Yet, while past performance can’t guarantee future 
results, every historical market decline has been followed by a recovery.

Understand that the Dow isn’t your portfolio. When the Dow Jones Industrial Aver-
age and the other major market indexes such as the S&P 500 fall precipitously (or shoot 
up), it makes headlines. But the Dow and the S&P 500 only track the performance of 
large U.S. companies – and while their performance may be an indication of the U.S. 
economy, they aren’t going to track the results of your portfolio, which should ideally in-
clude a personalized mix of large-company stocks, small-company stocks, international 
stocks, bonds, government securities and other investments.

Keep your emotions out of your investment moves. The market will fluctuate con-
stantly – but you should always try keep your emotions in check. Excess exuberance 
when the market rises, or extreme despondency when the market falls, can lead you to 
make poor decisions. Specifically, we may buy when we feel good (when the markets 
are up) and sell when we feel badly (when markets are down). Your heart and your emo-
tions may drive your financial goals – creating a comfortable retirement, sending your 
kids to college or leaving a legacy for your family – but when you invest for these goals, 
you should use your head. Your risk tolerance is a key part of your investment strategy. 
But by taking the steps described above, you can gain a broader understanding of how 
risk fits into your overall picture – and a better understanding of yourself as an investor.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones Financial 
Advisor. Bill Martin’s office is located at 420 E. Main Street, Suite A, Yukon, OK.

When risk tolerence is tested
FINANCIAL FOCUS

Bill Martin

In 1687 a coffee house opened on Tower Street in London. While 
enjoying their coffee the patrons loved to talk (they didn’t have cell 
phones to stare at in those days). 

One thing they loved to gossip about were the ships and ship-
ments. Where were they going with what kind of cargo, will they 
make it to their destination or not. 

The owner saw his customers were as thirsty for the gossip as 
they were for coffee. So, he started a newsletter full of information, 
and informants, foreign ports, tides and coming and going of ships, 
his name was Edward Lloyd and his newsletter was called Loyds lists. Over time the 
betting became more sophisticated as they learned more about the captains and their 
experience, the weather patterns where they were traveling, etc. 

They would draw up contracts and the insurer would sign underneath hence the 
term “underwriter. This coffee house gossip turned to betting evolved into insurance. 
Insurance was born from these humble beginnings, but has evolved massively over the 
last 300+ years. 

This is because we have an abundance of knowledge over the years as well more 
knowledge about science, mathematics, and technology. The actuaries and underwrit-
ers have so much data these days that they can almost predict when claims will oc-
cur. They even have found a correlation between how people manage their personal 
finances can affect their likelihood of having a claim. Many people dislike insurance and 
see it as a waste of money. 

I get that because it’s an intangible product which in many cases you are required to 
purchase. You may go 20, 30 years or more and never have a claim meaning to you that 
you didn’t need it. That being said, most people do need insurance. Those ships the cof-
fee shop were betting on sure appreciated the information and loved having a way to 
pay a small amount of money in case there was a devastating loss. 

If you have a huge claim on your home’s roof or a small fire it could cost thousands 
or 10’s of thousands of dollars to repair. If you cause an auto accident and there are 
major injuries to the other party how much insurance was enough to purchase? State 
minimum 25,000 for bodily injury doesn’t cover much. 

What if there was a fatality and you had purchased 100,000 or 500,000 coverage 
for bodily injury? Would that be enough to cover the family of the victim? Many times 
it will not and you could be sued for more, putting your entire nest egg at risk and you 
could face financial ruin. How much insurance is right for you? What options do you 
personally or your business have for employee theft, vandalism, tools off premises, loss 
of income from a property loss? 

The year 2020 was a crazy one. Start off your 2021 by putting 30 minutes or so into 
your insurance strategy by sitting down with your agent. If you don’t know your agent 
or want a second opinion call Wesco where we can give you advice whether you are our 
customer or not. Have a blessed 2021.

Start 2021 by putting 30 minutes or 
so into this year’s insurance strategy

INSURANCE MATTERS

Mike Vincent

three states had reports 

of voter fraud. Lankford 

said, “Millions of Ameri-

cans, including thousands 

of Oklahomans, still have 

significant questions 
about the November 3 

election process. For the 

sake of the nation’s unity, 

these questions should 
not be ignored.” The pro-

posed commission would 

be required to meet and 
complete their audit in 10 

days, before the January 

20 inauguration.

Speaking on the floor 
of the U.S. Senate on 

January 6, Lankford said 

we have a “true constitu-

tional crisis in our coun-

try in that millions of 

Americans are being told 

to sit down and shut up. 

Their opinions matter.” In 

the middle of his speech, 

violence broke out in the 

U.S. Capitol Building, 

and the senate immedi-

ately recessed.

Later in the day on 

January 6, Lankford’s of-

fice issued a statement 
that said, “Sen. Lank-

ford today spoke during 

debate on certification 
of the electoral votes to 

condemn the acts of vio-

lence and destruction at 

the capitol complex to-

day as a mob of protes-

tors stormed the capitol 

building. Lankford also 

issued a joint statement 

this evening with Sen. 

Steve Daines, R-MT, on 

the election certification 
process and the need for 

attention to address con-

cerns of voter fraud in the 

2020 president election 

from Oklahomans and 

around the nation.”

 Lankford said, “Why 

in God’s name would 

someone think attacking 

law enforcement and oc-

cupying the United States 

Capitol is the best way to 

show you’re right? While 

we disagree on things - 

and disagree strongly at 

times - we do not encour-

age what happened today. 

Ever.” 

From Page 3A

Rally

From Staff Reports
Canadian County has 

had the 57th death from 

COVID-19 since the pan-

demic began in March, 

the Oklahoma State De-

partment of Health re-

ported.

There have been 12,437 

cases and 11,005 people 

recover from the virus as 

of Tuesday morning, Jan. 

12 in Canadian County.

Kingfisher County 
has had 12 deaths, 1,623 

cases and 1,459 people 

recover.

Canadian County is 

behind the three most 

populated counties in the 

state, Cleveland, Tulsa 

and Oklahoma counties 

for the most cases.

In Canadian County 

cities, Yukon has had the 

highest number of deaths. 

Yukon has had 21 

deaths, 6,740 cases and 

5,925 people recover.

Mustang has had 17 

deaths, 2,015 cases and 

1,774 people recover.

El Reno has had 13 

deaths, 2,075 cases and 

1,915 people recover.

Piedmont has had 900 

cases, five deaths and 786 
people recover.

Kingfisher has had 658 
cases, three deaths and 

587 people recover.
Okarche has had 197 

cases, four deaths and 

185 people recover.
Kingfisher County 

reports 1,623 cases, 12 

deaths and 1,459 people 

recover.

COVID-19 cases reported 
in Canadian County

Caretaker charged with neglect, exploitation

By Conrad Dudderar
Senior Staff Writer

A Yukon man faces 20 

years in prison for ex-

ploiting an elderly person 

under his care, allegedly 

admitting he spent some 

of the victim’s money on 

his failed restaurant busi-

ness.

Costa Anthony Neu-

mann, 64, was charged 

Dec. 30, 2020 in Canadi-

an County District Court 

with two felony counts – 

exploitation by caretaker 

and neglect by caretaker. 

Each count is punish-

able by up to 10 years in 

prison and/or a maximum 

$10,000 fine.
Neumann’s alleged 

victim was a “vulner-

able adult entrusted to 

his care” at a Briarwood 

Drive home, according 

to court documents. The 

individual died Jan. 5, 

2020.

Prosecutors allege the 

defendant “unjustly or 

improperly” used the vic-

tim’s financial resources 
“through deception, false 

representation or false 

pretense.”

Neumann is further 

accused of “failing to 

provide adequate care re-

sulting in harm or the un-

reasonable risk of harm” 

to the victim “through 

inaction or lack of super-

vision,” court documents 

show.

The alleged crimes, 

reported between March 

2016 and January 2020, 

were investigated by Yu-

kon Police. Allegations 

against Neumann are de-

tailed in a probable cause 

affidavit signed by Det. 
Terry Prigmore.

A witness in late De-

cember 2019 went to the 

defendant’s home and 

found the victim sitting 

naked on a “urine-stained 

towel on the couch”, ac-

cording to the affidavit.
The witness called 911 

and an ambulance took 

the victim to the hospital, 

where her body core tem-

perature reportedly was 

88.7 degrees.
When the police in-

vestigator went to Neu-

mann’s home to speak 

with him, the detective 

was “immediately over-

whelmed with the strong 

odor of urine and body 

odor.”

NO MONEY FOR 
MEDICAL CARE?

Neumann had no an-

swer after being asked 

why he did not call 911 

when the victim hadn’t 

moved in two days, ac-

cording to the arrest war-

rant affidavit.
The defendant told 

Det. Prigmore he had not 

requested professional 
help for the victim be-

cause “there was no mon-

ey for medical care,” the 

affidavit indicates.
In reviewing the vic-

tim’s bank statements, 

police learned the ac-

counts were opened in 

March 2016 with a com-

bined $116,703 balance 

- but the money was now 

gone.

In an interview with 

the detective, Neumann 

allegedly “admitted us-

ing some of the money to 

fund his failing restaurant 

business” but he could 

not specify expenses he 

paid for the victim’s care.

Cash withdrawals 

from the victim’s bank 

accounts totaled about 

$102,000, and Neumann 

allegedly “could not 

specify as to what the 

money was spent on.”

The defendant report-

edly told the police inves-

tigator he was unable to 

move or lift the victim as 

her condition worsened.

Canadian County Spe-

cial Judge Charles Gass 

has issued a warrant for 

Neumann’s arrest, setting 

bond at $10,000.

Yukon man faces 
20 years in prison

From Staff Reports
The COVID-19 vacci-

nations will be given on 

Fridays at Southwestern 

Oklahoma State Universi-

ty in Weatherford, starting 

Friday, January 8, accord-

ing to a news release from 

the university. 

Randy Curry, 

SWOSU’s rural health 

center coordinator, said 

the vaccinations available 

at SWOSU are for people 

over 65 years of age.

Vaccines will be given 

from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. 

in the Pioneer Cellular 

Event Center, 900 N. Sev-

enth Street on Fridays.

Appointments should 

be set up through the on-

line portal of the Okla-

homa State Department 

of Health or by contacting 

your local health depart-

ment.

SWOSU pharmacy stu-

dents have already been 

helping with clinics in 

Clinton and Taloga and, 

along with SWOSU nurs-

ing students, will be uti-

lized at the clinics at the 

Pioneer Cellular Event 

Center.

            Residents com-

ing to the Pioneer Cellu-

lar Event Center should 

enter through the west 

doors. Appointments are 

required. Masks and dis-

tancing are required, ac-

cording to the news re-

lease.

Vaccines offered at SWOSU
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Obituary 

Cruz
Richard Cruz was 

born December 26, 1950 

in Houston, Texas, and 

passed from this life 

on January 10, 2021 in 

Oklahoma City.

He proudly served 

his country in the Unit-

ed States Air Force and 

was a Vietnam Veteran. 

Richard spent his pro-

fessional career 

as a Crew Lead-

er for Avis/Bud-

get Rental Car 

Company.

Richard was 

preceded in 

death by his 

mother, Gloria 

Ceballos and father, Vic-

tor Cruz; siblings: sister,   

Mary Pineda, Suzanna 

Martinez, and brother, 

Frank Martinez.        

He is survived 

by his wife of 

25 years, Janie 

Cruz of the 

home; daugh-

ter, Marcie 

Castenada and 

husband Fer-

nando of San Antonio, 

Texas; son, Richard 

Cruz, and wife Shelly 

of San Antonio, Texas; 

Richard Cruz

daughter, Tina Oliver of 

Minco, and son, Greg 

Oliver and wife Shari 

of Minco; 14 grandkids; 

6 great grandkids and 

one on the way; sister, 

Yolanda Fleming and 

husband Tommy of Ster-

ling Heights, Michigan; 

brother, Juan Ceballos 

and wife Stephanie of 

Houston, Texas, sister, 

Gloria Garza and hus-

band Eluide of Houston, 

Texas, and sister, Car-

men Hays, and brother-

in-law, Joe Pineda.

Viewing will be 9 a.m. 

to 8 p.m., Thursday, Jan-

uary 14 and Friday, Jan-

uary 15 at Yanda & Son 

Funeral Home, Yukon. 

Celebration of Life 

services will be 2 p.m., 

Monday, January 18, 

2021, at Trinity Baptist 

Church, 620 N. Cem-

etery Road., Yukon. 

Services can be viewed 

online at live.trinity-

churckok.com.

Online condolences 

may be signed at www.

yandafuneral.com. 

Arrangements are un-

der the direction of Yan-

da & Son Funeral Home 

and Cremation Services, 

Yukon.

to COVID-19 protocols.

Ward 4 City Council 

Member Aric Gilliland 

thanked local health pro-

fessionals and front-line 

responders for their re-

sponse to this health cri-

sis.

“Their workload has 

increased tremendously 

– probably more than 

any of us realize,” Gillil-

and said. “They are to be 

commended.”

VACCINE, MASKS

Maggie Jackson, com-

munity engagement and 

planning director at the 

Canadian County Health 

Department, provided 

city council members 

with an extensive COV-

ID-19 update.

Jackson discussed vac-

cine clinics the CCHD is 

offering, saying the vac-

cine distribution is “our 

top priority.”

“If anybody calls the 

health department, we’re 

just asking everybody for 

patience,” Jackson added. 

“We want to get this vac-

cine out to as many peo-

ple, as quickly as we can.

“We have a huge de-

mand. People are calling 

‘off the charts.’ We have 
lots of people who are a 

high priority and we want 

to get them in as quickly 

as we can.”

Appointments may be 

made by phone or through 

the state health depart-

ment website (see related 

story for more details).

“We are still recom-

mending the non-pharma-

ceutical mitigation efforts 
for COVID-19, including 

wearing masks, social 

distancing and washing 

your hands,” Jackson told 

council members.

She shared statewide 

data showing municipali-

ties with mask mandates 

average 11% fewer cases 

than those without.

“We are still recom-

mending policies promot-

ing masks in businesses, 

schools and in communi-

ties,” Jackson said.

“The virus builds in 

your body and you are 

contagious before you 

have symptoms. … Peo-

ple can be spreading it 

before they know they’ve 

been exposed and could 

expose others.”

Even after receiving 

the vaccine, people are 

being advised to wear 

masks.

“We are still recom-

mending it,” Jackson 

said. “We know both vac-

cines are effective at pre-

venting you from become 

sick with COVID-19.

“But you still have the 

potential, if you get the 

vaccine, to have the virus 

and transmit it to some-

one else. We just don’t 

have enough of that ‘herd 

immunity’ that we all 

want.”

Through Jan. 11, state 

health department data 

shows Canadian County 

has had 12,333 positive 

cases with 10,928 recov-

eries. 

There have been 

57 deaths in Canadian 

County attributed to CO-

VID-19, with 21 of those 

in Yukon.

“We’ve have seen quite 

a large spike,” she said. 

“At the end of November, 

we had a surge in our hos-

pitals. We’ve had surges 

across the state, really.

“We have yet to see 

what Christmas and New 

Year’s might have done.”

On a positive note, 

Jackson reported that Ca-

nadian County’s hospital-

ization rate is under 4% 

- lower than the statewide 

average.

From Page 1A

Cancellations

projected opening date is 

Aug. 15. Trinity’s com-

munity outreach pastor, 

Brian Grider, is executive 

director of the Together 

We Center.

This new ministry will 

complement - not com-

pete with - other local 

ministries and service pro-

grams, Grider explained.

Private donations and 

grants are helping fund 

the construction project 

and supporters are well 

on their way to reaching 

a $1,050,000 fund-raising 

goal.

The Together We Cen-

ter will be a separate en-

tity from Trinity Baptist 

Church, which has seen a 

36% growth in 2020.

“Our vision is to pro-

vide a countywide minis-

try that will have a 2,000 

square foot medical clin-

ic, 2,000 square foot food 

pantry and 1,000 square 

foot clothing closet,” Kin-

ney said.

THAT AND 

Project

MUCH MORE

The facility will house 

the Faith Clinic, Canadian 

County’s only free health 

clinic for people without 

insurance. This clinic has 

operated weekly for more 

than five years inside the 
church.

“We see around 650-

700 patient visits a year,” 

Kinney said. “We’re go-

ing to add to that and 

we’re going to build a 

building.”

That building also will 

house a new food pantry 

and clothing boutique. Or-

ganizers hope to eventual-

ly offer free or discounted 

vehicle repairs and coun-

seling services.

The Together We min-

istry could eventually in-

clude a barber shop, den-

tal clinic, community 

center, and more as needs 

arise.

“We just have a big vi-

sion to minister to people 

in need – not just Yukon 

and not just Mustang, but 

our whole county,” Kin-

ney said.

Kinney cited Trin-

ity church’s convenient 

eastern Canadian County 

location between Yukon 

and Mustang, close to In-

terstate 40 and the John 

Kilpatrick Turnpike.

Guests at the ground-

breaking ceremony in-

cluded District 60 State 

Rep. Rhonda Baker, R-

Yukon; District 47 State 

Rep. Brian Hill, R-Mus-

tang; and Canadian Coun-

ty District 3 Commission-

er Jack Stewart.

From Page 1A

Trinity Baptist Church elder Gary Elliott leads a 
prayer a�er discussing the vision for the Together We 
Center, which will serve people in need across Cana-
dian County. (Photo by Darren D. Heusel)

Posting for a photo at the Together We Center ground-breaking are: From le�, 
Senior Pastor Brian Mills, State Rep. Rhonda Baker (R-Yukon), Canadian County 
Commissioner Jack Stewart, State Rep. Brian Hill (R-Mustang), and Community 
Outreach Pastor Brian Grider, executive director of the Together We Center. (Pho-
to by Darren D. Heusel)
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Yukon blood drive 
set for Jan. 14 at 
city chamber office

From Staff Reports
The Oklahoma Blood Institute will present a com-

munity blood drive from 2:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. Thurs-

day, Jan. 14 outside the Yukon Chamber office, 10 
W. Main.

All donors will receive a 2021 long-sleeve T-shirt.

All donations will be tested for COVID-19 an-

tibodies to identify potential convalescent plasma 

donors.

Appointments are preferred to help with social 

distancing. Walk-ins will be accepted as the sched-

ule allows.

Masks are required.

To schedule an appointment, call the OBI at (877) 

340-8777 or visit obi.org

Ongoing road 
construction projects 
found in county

From Staff Reports
The Oklahoma Department of Transportation has 

reported updates on Canadian County road projects.

Interstate 40 is narrowed to two lanes at Garth 

Brooks Boulevard in Yukon, and Frisco Road is 

closed at I-40 in Yukon through summer 2021.

I-40 is narrowed to two lanes in each direction 

between Garth Brooks Boulevard, mile marker, 136, 

and N. Cimarron Road, mile marker 132, in Yukon 

for ongoing construction through summer 2021. 

Motorists are advised to expect delays and lane 

shifts in the work zone, ODOT reports. Other clo-

sures include Frisco Road. over I-40 between N.W. 

10th. and Vandament Ave. through summer 2021.

N.W. 23rd St. will be closed to through traffic 
from Richland Road and Frisco Road through sum-

mer 2021. While Vandament Ave. is expected to re-

main open near I-40 during construction, motorists 

are advised to use caution and to watch for construc-

tion trucks and equipment moving in the area.

In Okarche, workers are about to wrap up the 

makeover of Oklahoma Avenue.

The contractor is within days of substantial com-

pletion, meaning they won’t impact traffic much 
after that. The items left to complete are a couple 

of ADA sidewalk ramps on the west side of US-81, 

some repair work to a couple of median islands, fix-

ing a sidewalk rail and other types of clean up/final-
ization of the overall project. 

Most of the sidewalk work is finished and it’s 
more a matter of weather and scheduling issues at 

this point to wrap up those remaining items. It could 

be another month, weather permitting, before every-

thing is completely finalized.
On the north side of Yukon on State Highway 4, 

a new bridge is complete and workers are finishing 
driveway connections. A second layer of asphalt will 

be completed on the approaches to the bridge and at 

the SH 4 and Wilshire Boulevard intersection. That 

work will be scheduled weather permitting, as it is 

temperature dependent, said ODOT spokeswoman 

Lisa Schearer-Salim. 

“We want to remind drivers that this is still an ac-

tive work zone, especially at the Wilshire Blvd. in-

tersection, and to continue putting away distractions 

when behind the wheel and obeying the reduced 

speed limit,” Schearer-Salim said.

Canadian County Justice Center 
employees file discrimination lawsuit

From Staff Reports
Former and current 

employees of the Gary E. 

Miller Canadian County 

Children’s Justice Center 

have filed a civil lawsuit 
in Canadian County Dis-

trict Court against a for-

mer director of the center 

accused of discrimination 

and wrongful termina-

tions.

Daniel Kern, former 

facility director, is named 

as a defendant in the law-

suit filed Dec. 21. Also 
named as defendants are 

Associate District Judge 

Bob Hughey, in his of-

ficial capacity as the As-

sociate District Judge and 

Director of the Gary E. 

Miller Canadian County 

Children’s Justice Center 

and Juvenile Bureau, and 

Nacole Majors, human 

resources director for the 

county, the lawsuit states.

The plaintiffs alleging 
workplace discrimination 

are Ronda Moss, Me-

lissa McClain, Erin Bar-

ton, Robert Fletcher and 

Donna Wehmuller, Ca-

nadian County residents. 

Moss and Fletcher were 

fired from the center. Also 
named as defendants are 

members of The Canadian 

County Board of Com-

missioners.

Daniel Kern was the 

facility director for the 

justice center from March 

2019 until he was termi-

nated in November, 2019, 

the lawsuit alleges. Kern 

is accused of harassing 

Barton when he learned he 

was being sued, resulting 

in Kern’s firing, according 
to the lawsuit petition.

The lawsuit alleges 

Moss filed a charge of dis-

crimination with the Equal 

Employment Opportunity 

Commission on March 

24, 2020. The EEOC is-

sued a dismissal and no-

tice of rights on Sept. 23, 

2020. Moss then filed a 
tort claim in Canadian 

County Oct. 15, 2020.

Moss was hired as hu-

man resources director 

for the center in 2015 

and promoted to assistant 

facility director in 2018 

while serving concur-

rently in the role of human 

resources director, the 

lawsuit states. Moss was 

terminated from employ-

ment Oct. 17, 2019, the 

lawsuit states. 

McClain, a detention 

officer who transferred 
to the human resources 

department as general of-

fice assistant, also filed an 
EEOC complaint alleg-

ing discrimination in her 

employment March 26, 

2020. The EEOC issued 

a dismissal and McClain 

filed a tort claim with the 
county Oct. 15, 2020. Mc-

Clain was demoted on 

Oct. 17, 2019.

Fletcher, Barton and 

Wehmuller also filed 
EEOC complaints alleg-

ing discrimination and the 

EEOC issued dismissals. 

Each also filed tort claims 
with the county.

Barton has served as a 

visitation supervisor, the 

lawsuit states. 

Fletcher’s employment 

as a detention officer was 
terminated Oct. 10, 2020. 

Wehmuller remains em-

ployed at the center but 

allegedly experiences 

“a hostile work environ-

ment.”

The lawsuit alleges 

that Kern said complaints 

about him “were gossip 

and rumors.” Barton al-

leges she has had to work 

in a hostile environment.

Wehmuller has been 

employed as an admin-

istrative assistant for 

the center’s alternative 

school.

The defendants are 

suing for a judgement 

against defendants in ex-

cess of $75,000, the law-

suit states.

The plaintiffs have de-

manded a jury trial. The 

case has been assigned 

to District Judge Jack. D. 

McCurdy.

Library awarded grant to extend digital access
From Staff Reports
The Oklahoma De-

partment of Libraries has 

awarded a $5,000 Digital 

Inclusion grant to the Ma-

bel C. Fry Public Library 

to help the library expand 

access to digital informa-

tion and resources.

Yukon’s library is one 

of 50 institutions to re-

ceive the grant from ODL 

courtesy of the federal 

CARES (Coronavirus 

Aid, Relief and Eco-

nomic Security) Act and 

the Institute of Museum 

and Library Services 

(IMLS) whose purpose 

is to advance, support, 

and empower America’s 

museums, libraries, and 

related organizations 

through grant-making, 

research, and policy de-

velopment.

A total of $290,000 

was distributed to public 

libraries, tribal libraries 

and cultural centers, mu-

seums, and literacy pro-

grams to improve digital 

access during the CO-

VID-19 pandemic and 

beyond. 

Librarian Sara Schie-

man said the 

funding was 

used to purchase 

outdoor access 

points to provide 

expanded wire-

less internet con-

nection into the 

library parking lot and 

west field.
These access points 

allow library patrons to 

have access to a high-

speed internet connection 

any time the library is 

closed for any reason, not 

just during the pandemic.

“In March, during our 

time of complete closure, 

I spoke to a college stu-

dent who was sitting on 

the bench outside the li-

brary using the library 

Wi-Fi to take a college 

exam,” Schieman said. 

“She had a notebook, 

textbook, laptop and cal-

culator and was juggling 

and struggling to take her 

exam.

“She couldn’t even 

stay in her car because 

the internet connec-

tion didn’t extend that 

far! This grant will be 

invaluable to people who 

cannot afford In-

ternet access in 

their home.” 

The library 

is excited to be 

able to offer an 
extended wire-

less internet 

service to the residents 

of Yukon and Canadian 

County. With virtual 

learning on the horizon 

for the foreseeable future, 

the access points will al-

low students, parents, 

and teachers an opportu-

nity for free wireless ac-

cess from the comfort of 

their own vehicle no mat-

ter the time or day.

BRIDGE DIVIDE
On days when the 

weather permits, internet 

seekers are now able to 

sit out in the field directly 
west of the library to ac-

cess Wi-Fi. 

The most recent Cen-

sus data shows 76% of 

Oklahoma households 

are connected to broad-

band Internet.

“That leaves a lot of 

people having to depend 

on free public access in 

order to locate and use 

the digital information 

and services they need,” 

ODL Director Melody 

Kellogg said.

“We already have a 

digital divide in Okla-

homa and across the 

country. The pandemic 

has just made the divide 

harsher since libraries 

and other places that of-

fer this free access may 

be closed or only offering 
limited services at this 

time.”

Congress provided for 

CARES Act funds to help 

libraries, museums and 

tribal nations bridge this 

divide.

Grant applicants asked 

for a variety of prod-

ucts to meet the par-

ticular needs of their 

communities. Some re-

quested equipment to 

expand the reach of their 

WiFi access, while oth-

ers requested hotspots for 

checkout, or laptops and 

tablets for checkout or 

to expand access inside 

their building. 

In addition, the 

CARES Act provided 

grants to help libraries 

and cultural institutions 

procure Personal Protec-

tive Equipment (PPE) for 

staff and customers.
ODL distributed 

$60,000 in PPE grants in 

June and July to 64 in-

stitutions. The Mabel C. 

Fry Public Library also 

received a $1,000 PPE 

grant which has helped 

purchase masks, eye pro-

tection, hand sanitizer 

and cleaning supplies.

For more information 

about the Yukon library, 

call (405) 354-8232.

Sara Schieman

From Staff Reports
City of Yukon offices 

will be closed on Mon-

day, January 18, in ob-

servance of Martin Lu-

ther King Jr. Day.  

Sanitation routes will 

be affected.  Customers 
whose routine trash pick-

up day is Monday will 

have their trash picked 

up instead on Tuesday, 

January 19.

The Yukon Transfer 

Station and Recycle Cen-

ter will also be closed on 

Monday, January 18, in 

observance of the holi-

day.  

The facility will re-

open at 8 a.m. on Tues-

day, January 19. 

For more informa-

tion email sanitationser-

vices@yukonok.gov or 

call 354-4317.

MLK Day sanitation 
schedule announced

www.yukonprogress.com
www.obi.org
www.wescoinsurance.com
www.maupinroofing.com
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Jackie Cooper Gym is looking for
the fastest babies in town!

Pre-register your child by calling 350-8920

or stop by the Jackie Cooper Gym. 

Prizes will be awarded to the
top 3 fastest babies in each age group.

January 16

Diaper Dash
Baby Crawl &
Toddler Trot

www.yukonok.gov @cityofyukonokgov@cityofyukonokcityofyukonokgov

Please contact the Jackie Cooper Gym for more information.

1024 E. Main St.     |     405.350.8920

Baby Crawl

Babies 6-9 months old

10:00 a.m. 

Babies must crawl
in this event.

Baby Crawl

Babies 10-14 months old

10:30 a.m.

Babies must crawl
in this event.

Toddler Trot

Children up to 18 months

11:00 a.m.

Children must walk or run
in this event.

All events are free to enter.

www.yukonprogress.com
www.yukonok.gov


 

By Chuck Reherman

Sports Editor

JENKS - The Larry 

Wilkey Invitational Tour-

nament has always been a 

good tournament to start 

out a new year.

This year’s event be-

came more of a challenge.

With the addition of 

top 10 teams, including 

Yukon, the Millers came 

away with one champion, 

three placers and a sixth 

place finish in the annual 
event.

Lane Parks won the lone 

gold medal for the Millers 

and was also named the 

Outstanding Wrestler for 

the upper weights in the 

tournament. YHS finished 
with 113 points. Stillwater 

win the tournament with 

260.5 points and Edmond 

North was second with 

241.5.

“Good tournament with 

some tough competition,” 

YHS head coach Joe 

Schneider said. “The ad-

dition of Broken Arrow, 

Stillwater and Edmond 

North made the Jenks 

tournament much more 

competitive. Our guys 

battled up and down all 

weekend and we came 

away a much better team.

“We learned a lot in 

this tournament and we 

got what we needed, a 

lot of mat time,” he said. 

“I think this tournament 

will springboard us into 

this weeks competition.  

We have some tough du-

als and tournaments in the 

upcoming weeks. 

Parks won all five of his 
matches by fall en route to 

the heavyweight title and 

the outstanding wrestler 

award.

In the finals, he had 
his quickest match of the 

tournament, pinning Da-

vid Steiger of Southmoore 

in just 26 seconds. Only 

two of his matches went 

into the second round.

SPORTS
PROGRESS
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Tuttle halts Miller repeat bid
By Chuck Reherman

Sports Editor

WEATHERFORD - The fi-
nals of the Weatherford Clas-
sic turned into a matchup of the 
past two champions.

And, it showed to be a cham-
pionship match, although it 
didn’t turn out the way defend-
ing champion Yukon wanted.

Tuttle hit three free throws in 
the 25 finals seconds to lift class 

4A No. 5 ranked Tuttle to a 66-
62 win over the Millers Satur-
day night.

Tuttle had won the title in 
2019 and beat the Millers in the 
semifinals along the way. YHS 
returned the favor in 2020 with 
a 76-63 win over the Tigers in 
the semifinals.

The Millers, 3-3, had a three-
point lead with 4:57 remaining 
in the game, but sent Tuttle to 

the free throw line six times 
in the final four minutes that 
turned out to be the difference.

“We played well considering 
it was our third game in three 
days against ranked teams and 
we had played only three com-
ing into the tournament,” YHS 
head coach Kevin Ritter said. “I 
know the teams we played were 
not in our class, but they are still 
very good teams.

“We just have to make a few 
more plays and a few more shots 
late in games,” he said. “Tuttle 
is a good team, that is what they 
are ranked so high. They are big 
and physical, they beat us and 
now we have to move on and 
get ready for the teams we have 
coming up.”

Tuttle’s Isaac McDoulett hit 
a trey with 4:25 remaining ro 
tie the game 53-53, the hit an 

and-one to take a 56-53 lead. A 
technical on Yukon with 3:16 
left led to three free throws and 
a 61-53 lead.

“The technical didn’t help,” 
Ritter said. “We got molested 
twice down on one end and 
one of our guys said something 
and it  didn’t help. It went from 
a tied game to a six-point lead 

Shannon Henthorn (right), Brayden Dutton (le
) and Chaz Bradley try to wrestle the ball away 

from Tuttle’s Isaac McDoulett in the finals of the Weatherford Classic. Tuttle upended the Millers 

66-62 to take the title Saturday night. (Photo by Chuck Reherman)

Michael Moriasi steals the ball from Cordell’s Danny Corbin in SWCS’s win 

Saturday. See story Page 2B. (Photo by Chuck Reherman)

Inola upends

YHS in finals

at Henryetta
By Chuck Reherman

Sports Editor

HENRYETTA - Yukon 

went into Saturday night 

poised to win their first 
tournament title of the 

season.

The Millerettes ran into 

a hot Inola team that had 

knocked off two top 10 
teams earlier.

And, Inola made the 

most of their free throws 

to take a 56-53 overtime 

win over the Millerettes 

in the finals of Henryetta 
Invitational Tournament.

The Millerettes, 4-4, 

reached the finals with 
a 65-47 win over Bris-

tow in the semifinals and 
faced an Inola team that 

knocked off class 3A 
No. 10 Hugo in the other 

semifinals.
The teams battled back 

and forth all night and 

went into overtime tied at 

45-45.  The Lady Long-

horns sank nine of 12 free 

throws in that extra period 

to pull off the three-point 

win over the Millerettes.

“There are lots of posi-

tive take aways from the 

tournament,” Millerette 

head coach Roy Wyckoff 
said. “I think we learned 

that we have to dictate 

the tempo. We can’t allow 

teams to slow us down 

and get into a half court 

ball game. When we can 

keep it up tempo we are at 

our best

“Inola were very funda-

mental and ran their stuff 
with a lot of discipline,” 

he said. “They dictated the 

pace and slowed it down. 

We couldn’t ever get them 

sped up consistently. They 

shot it well and made us 

pay for our mistakes.”

The Millerettes used the 

long ball early in the game 

to take the early lead. A 

trey from Gabby Tilley 

and one from MJ Case af-

ter a three-point play gave 

YHS a 9-4 lead.

Caid Jefferson added a 

Wrestlers 6th at Jenks

See Wrestlers, Page 5B

See Millerettes, Page 3B

See Millers, Page 3B

Patriots rally

past Cordell 

at Arapaho,

Page 3B
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By Chuck Reherman

Sports Editor

ARAPAHO - Getting 

back on track.

After a stumble in the 

opening round of the 

Arapaho-Butler Festival, 

Southwest Covenant got 

a  confidence boost on the 
final day.

With Kirk Cole return-

ing to the starting line-up 

after being out a month, 

the Patriots got that spark 

and rallied to a 55-48 win 

over Cordell, Saturday in 
Arapaho.

SWCS, 5-3, got 19 

points from Cole in his 

first game back since the 
season opener in early De-

cember. The Patriots had 

also beat Cheyenne-Rey-

don 35-32 on Friday.
The Patriots did get off 

to a slow start, but rallied 

to a seven-point lead in the 

third quarter and held off a 
late comeback to earn the 

win.

“It was a good win, we 

played well and it was 
good to see Kirk back, he 

played a lot more minutes 

than I thought,” SWCS 

head coach Kevin Cobbs 

said. “Cordell is a good 

team, they beat Okarche 
and lost to the No. 4 team 

Canute by only four points, 
so they have a good team.

“We were able to build 

that seven-point lead in the 

fourth quarter and we did 

let Cordell come back and 

make it closer, but we have 

a lot of young guys got a 
little nervous,” he added. 

“But, Cordell hit shots too 

and free throws. If we can 

finish close games, we can 
come out ahead and that is 

what you want.
“In that fourth quarter, 

we wanted them to come 

and get us, we were a 

foul away from being the 
double bonus. We wanted 

to spread the ball around, 

so we go four game and 

wanted to get their No. 

14 out of the game and it 

came pretty quickly.”
SWCS trailed 24-21 af-

ter Kray Rogers hit a trey 
to open the second half. 

The Patriots went on a 

10-0 run on three Anthony 
Cox field goals and one 
from Kyler Beshears and 
Cole to take a 31-24 lead.

The Patriots did open a 

nine-point lead, 45-36 af-

ter Cole hit a pair of free 

throws and Tucker Croy 
with 5:15 remaining.

Cordell rallied and cut 

the lead to three, 46-43 af-

ter Blaine Larson hit a pair 

of shots with 2:57 remain-

ing. Cordell did tie the 

game 48-48 after Dawson 
Willard hit a pair of free 

throw with 1:20 remain-

ing.

A Cole field and free 
throws by Michael Moria-

si, Cox and Cole, last ciing 

with 3.1 seconds remaing, 

sealed the win.

Cole led the scoring with 

19, Cox added 14, Bes-

hears 11 and Croy eight. 
Larson and Rogers had 12 

each for Cordell.

The Patriots used free 

throws from Beshears and 

Bryson Ford in overtime to 
upend Cheyenne-Reydon 
35-32 on Friday.

It was a game that the 

Patriots had a hard night 

shooting the ball and had 

trouble handling the Bears 

pressure.

“It was really an ugly 
game,” Cobbs said. “They  
played a deliberate style of 
game and slowed things 

down. We tried to rush too 

many things and put up 
shots quickly.

“At least we got out of 

there with two wins,” he 

said. “I was pleased with 

coming away with two 
wins.”

The game was tied  13-

13 at halftime and the 

game was tied 30-30 at the 

end of regulation.

Moriasi led the scoring 
with nine and Croy had 
seven.

The Patriots host Boone-

Apache on Thursday, trav-

el to Destiny on Friday and 
then to Rush Springs Sat-

urday. All the boys games 
will start at 7:30 p.m.

2B

By Chuck Reherman

Sports Editor

BIXBY - After a three-
week lay-off, Yukon’s 
swim team returned to the 
pool with an overall solid 
performance.

The Miller swim team 
finished fourth overall, 
while the Millerettes 
placed sixth in the Tulsa 
Washington Hornet Vir-
tual Invitational.

The meet was held in 
three locations, with Yu-
kon competing in Bixby 
with the Spartans and Fort 
Gibson.

“We actually did bet-
ter in this Meet than I 
was originally thinking 
as we swam,” YHS head 
coach Bruce Clifton said.  
“Come to find out once 
they put all the results 
together from all three 
venues that Bixby and 
Fort Gibson placed in the 
top three of the meet so 
we ended up placing bet-
ter overall than it looked 
while we were swimming.

“Bixby is one of the best 
teams I’ve seen this year,” 
he said. “I was thoroughly 
impressed with them.  The 
fact that we held our own 
in many of the races says 
a lot about our kids.  The 
fact that Bixby and Fort 
Gibson have their own 
pools on their high school 
campus definitely showed 
in their swimming. So our 
kids did well with having 
to compete against those 
odds.”

The Millers finished 
fourth with 236 points, 25 
points behind Tulsa Bish-

op Kelley in third. Bixby 
won the meet with 422 
and Fort Gibson second 
with 309.

The Millers placed in 
the top five in all three 
relays, scoring 90 of their 
263 points.

The 200-meter med-
ley relay team of Clay-
ton Berg, Aydan How-
ard, Logan McIntyre and 
Ethan Lee finished third 
in a time of 2:10.36. Berg, 
Howard and McIntyre 
teamed with Farris Ab-
delazziz to finish third in 
the 200-meter freestyle 
in 1:57.37. The B team 
of David Lu, Raymond 
Bui, Trevor Flanagan and 
Bradley Vanhoutan fin-
ished eighth in 2:19.39.

The 400 freestyle re-
lay team of Lee, Trevor 
Flanagan, Vanhoutan and 
Abdelazziz placed fifth in 
5:04.70.

McIntyre had a sec-
ond place finish in the 
100-meter butterfly in a 
time of 1:03.97.

Berg also had a third 
place finish in the 200-me-
ter individual medley 
in 2:38.50. He was also 
sixth in the 100-meter 
backstroke in 1:1.39 and 
Abdelazziz was eighth in 
1:17.95. Abdelazziz fin-
ished fifth in the 200-me-
ter freestyle in 2:38.56 
and Lu was seventh in 
2:56.77.

Howard placed third in 
the 50-meter freestyle in 
27.32 seconds and Mc-
Intyre was fifth in 27.84. 
Howard also placed third 
in the 100-meter breast-

troke in 1:20.85.
In the girls division, the 

Millerettes placed sixth 
with 144 points. Wash-
ington won the meet with 
385, Bixby was second 
with 349 and Fort Gibson 
third with 273.

The Millerettes did 
place in the top 10 in the 
three relays. The 400-me-
ter freestyle relay team of 
Abigail Palmer, Hannah 
Schob, Madison Manning 
and Lynlee Cummings 
placed sixth in 5:23.71. 
The B team of Cassidy 
McIntyre, Andrea Vasquz, 
Peyton Weaver and Joz-
zlyn Sale was 10th in 
6:16.71.

The 200-meter med-
ley relay team of Palmer, 
Cummings, Johana Agu-
ilera and Jordan Raley 
placed seventh in 2:39.51.  
The 200-meter freestyle 
relay of Raley, Schob, 
Aguilera and Madison 
Manning placed ninth in 
2:29.47.

Palmer also had a fourth 
place finish in the 100-me-
ter backstroke in 1:23.91. 
Raley played eighth in 
1:28.26.

Cummings placed sev-
enth in the 100-meter 
breastroke in 1:37.32.
Palmer placed eighth in 
the 200-meter freestyle 
in 2:48.75 and Sale was 
ninth in 2:49.95. Aguilera 
was ninth in the 400-me-
ter freestyle in 6:56.48.

Yukon will host their 
annual meet on Saturday 
at the Edmond Aquatics 
Center at Mitch Park in 
Edmond at 10 a.m.

YHS swimmers place

in to six at Washington

Patriots rally past Cordell, 55-48

Kyler Beshears tries to control a loose ball as he is doubleteamed by 

Cordell’s Kray Rogers (le�) and Cade Walker during the Arapaho-Butler 

Festival. The Patriots beat Cordell 55-48. (Photo by Chuck Reherman)

Kirk Cole drives the baseline against Cordell’s 

Danny Corbin. Cole, in his first game back since 

a knee injury scored 19 points in SWCS’s win. 

(Photo by Chuck Reherman)

www.yukonprogress.com
www.yaaokla.com
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and that made the differ-
ence in the game. We just 

didn’t make enough plays.
“We did rush some 

shots at the end,” he said. 
“We had three or four 
guys that played in this 
tournament last year and 
a lot of guys who didn’t 
so we are doing a lot of 
learning right now with 
guys that are in those situ-
ations for the first time on 
a varsity level.

“I was happy with them, 
we played hard. What 
happens a lot in the tour-
nament is we settled there 
at the end which played in 
their hands on long shots. 
When you play three 
games in three days, your 
legs get tired a lot of time. 
And we had three decent-
ly difficult games.”

Trailing 61-53, the 
Millers did make a run 
on a field goal and two 
free throws from Shan-
non Henthorn and a three-
point play from Colby 
Baker to cut the lead to 
61-60 with 1:25 remain-
ing.

A three-point play from 
McDoulett pushed the 
lead back to 64-60 with 
38.7 seconds remainining. 
Yukon got within two on 

a bucket from Baker, but 
free throws from Kaden 
Vande and McDoulett in 

the final 25 seconds iced 
the game.

“We got two wins out 
of the tournament, it 
makes us 3-3 and we got 
some more games un-

der our belt,” Ritter said. 
“Tuttle lost to Norman 
North in overtime, beat 
No. 1 Edmond Memorial 
earlier this week we lost 
to Moore who beat No. 7 
Tulsa Union by 21.

“We are getting there, 
we just need to get better,” 
he said. “We have to fin-

ish these next two weeks 
out strong. And, we have 
another tournament com-

ing up at Newcastle that 
we should have a chance 
at winning three.”

The Millers did trail 
7-3 early in the game, but 
used a pair of field goals 
from Henthorn to cut the 
gap to 9-8. Baker hit a 
shot in the lane to give 

YHS their first lead, 10-9.
A Tashon Skaggs field 

goal gave the Tigers the 
lead back and THS built 
a 24-18 lead with 4:39 
remaining. YHS chipped 
away at the lead to close 
the margin and used two 
Baker free throws to take 
a 34-32 lead at the half.

Baker led the scoring 
with 22, Brayden Dutton 
added 12 and Henthorn 
eight.

In the semifinals on 
Friday, the Millers used 
another 20-point perfor-
mance from Baker to lead 
Yukon to a 60-53 win 
over Oklahoma City John 
Marshall.

The Millers led by 
three, 40-37, early in the 
fourth quarter and used 
a trey from Damontrell 
Adams and a bucket and 
a pair of free throws from 
Zac Cantwell to take a 47-
40 lead.

Yukon iced the game at 

the free throw line, hitting 
11 of 14 shots from the-

line, including six of six 
from Dutton.

The Millers ran out to 
an early lead and used 
treys from Adams, Bak-

er and Dutton to open a 
15-8 lead. John Marshall 
chipped away at the lead 
and closed the margin to 
26-21 at the intermission.

Baker led the YHS scor-
ing with 20, Dutton added 
13, Cantwell 11 and Ad-

ams had 10.
YHS travels to Edmond 

Memorial on Friday and 
to Stillwater on Saturday.

trey to sent the Millerettes 
to a 17-12 lead with 10 
seconds left in the quarter.

Inola came back with 
the long ball of their own 
in the second quarter, 
hitting three treys and 
turning four Millerette 
mistakes into points in a 

19-11 scoring run to take 
a 31-28 lead at the half.

The Millerettes had 
taken a 19-12 lead to open 
the frame, but saw Inola 
go on an 11-2 run to take 
a 23-21 lead.

Both defenses stepped 
up their pressure in the 
third quarter and neither 
team could get an advan-

tage. Inola led 38-34 go-

ing into the fourth quarter.
The Millerette defense 

forced Inola into mistakes 
in the fourth quarter, turn-

ing those into points. Syd-

ney Brown sparked a late 
fourth quarter run with six 
points that tied the game 

48-48 and forced the con-

test into overtime.
Case led the Millerette 

scoring with 18 points, 

hitting six shots from the 
floor (three of them treys) 
and was three of three at 
the line. Brown added 14 
points, Tilley had 12 and 
Jefferson eight.

In the semifinals on Fri-
day night, the Millerettes 
ran out to a 16-point first 
quarter lead and  went on 
to post a 65-47 over Bris-

tow to reach the finals.
The Millerettes came 

out firing on all cylinders 
to open the game. Treys 
from Case and Jefferson 
around a Tilley field goal 
gave the Millerettes an 
8-0 lead to start the game. 

Jefferson hit a second 
shot and a Brown field 
goal made it a 12-2 game 
and the Millerettes fin-

ished the frame on a 10-2 
run to open a 22-6 lead.

Bristow was able to 
chip away at the lead in 
the second quarter as the 
Millerettes cooled off on 
offense. The Lady Purple 

Pirates went on a 14-7 run 
and cut the lead to nine, 

29-20 at the intermission. 
Ava Yochum keyed the 

Bristow run with a pair of 
field goals.

The Millerettes got 
their offense rolling again 
in the second half. A trey 
from Case to open the 
third quarter opened a 
32-20 lead. Tilley added 
a trey to open a 39-24 
lead and Yukon led 42-
31 heading into the final 
eight minutes.

YHS put the game 
out of reach early in the 
fourth quarter on a 12-2 
run to open a 54-33 lead.

Case led the scoring 
with 22, Jefferson had 19 
and Tilley added nine.

“Overall. We are shoot-
ing the ball pretty well.,” 
Wyckoff remarked. “I at-
tribute that primarily to 
the girls playing really 
unselfishly. We are taking 
good shots.”

3B

Chaz Bradley reaches in to try and strip the ball from Tuttle’s Kaden Vande 

in the finals of the Weatherford Classic. Tuttle upended the Millerettes 66-

62 for the title. (Photo by Chuck Reherman)

Millerettes
From Page 1B

Millers

Brayden Dutton passes the ball around Kaden 

Vande along the baseline. (Photo by Chuck Re-

herman) 

From Page 1B

Colby Baker collides  

with Tuttle’s Tylor Mc-

Carthey as he goes up 

for a shot. (Photo by 

Chuck Reherman)
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Ryan Snodgrass works for control of Jenks’ Ethan Hill in a 220-pound match. Snodgrass won the 

consolation round match 3-1. (Photo courtesy Kyle Salomon, Jenks Tribune)

Braydon Brock tries to take Ponca City’s Landon Newlin to the mat during 

a 152-pound match. Herbert pinned Smith in a consolation round match. 

(Photo courtesy Kyle Salomon, Jenks Tribune)

Seventh grade hoop teams play at CNP tourney
Yukon’s seventh grade 

Millers and Millerettes 

will open their season 

Thursday in the Choctaw 

Nicoma Park Tourna-

ment.

Both seventh grade 

teams,  the White and Red 

will play in the tourna-

ment.

In the girls bracket, the 

Red team will play CNP 

Blue at 11:15 a.m. The 

winners play Norman 

Whittier at 11:45 a.m. and 

the loser has a bye. The 

White team plays Carl 

Albert at 1:45 p.m. The 

winners play at 1:45 p.m. 

Friday and the losers at 

11:15 a.m.

In the boys bracket, the 

Miller Red team plays 

CNP Blue at 12:30 p.m. 

That winner plays at 3 

p.m. Friday and the loser 

has a bye. The White team 

plays Carl Albert at 3 p.m. 

with the winner playing 

the CNP Gold vs OKC 

Storm winner at 5:30 p.m. 

The losers play at 12:30 

p.m.

Saturday’s champion-

ship round starts at 10 

a.m. through the finals.

Wrestlers

Parks opened the tour-

nament by pinning Ellis 

Tomlin of Broken Arrow 

in 29 seconds. He pinned 

Gavin Daniels of Moore 

in 2:42 in the second 

round.

In the quarterfinals, 
Parks pinned Gabriel 

Chelenza of Putnam City 

in 1:53 and reached the 

finals after pinning Ca-

leb Phillips of Coweta in 

2:24.

“Lane had a very tough 

competitor in the semi-

finals match who has ac-

tually beaten Lane previ-

ous times when they have 

wrestled,” Schneider said. 

“Lane had a great counter 

attack against the Cushing 

wrestler and then capital-

ized on great position. 

He then locked up a very 

tight cradle and went for 

the pin. Lane had 5 falls in 

the least amount of time 

of any other competitor in 

the entire tournament.”

Jonah Hanscom won 

the consolation title at 

120-pounds. He scored a 

9-2 decision over Mario 

Ewing of Westmoore in 

the third place match.

Hanscom, after getting 

a first round bye, scored a 
14-4 major decision over 

Keegan Sullivan of Deer 

Creek. He reached the 

semifinals where he lost 
to Brayden Belford of Ed-

mond North 8-7.

In the consolation semi-

finals, Hanscom deci-
sioned Evan Rodriguez 

4-3 to reach the consola-

tion championship.

“Jonah won two match-

es in the championship 

bracket and made it into 

the semi-finals before los-

ing a very close match 

8-7,” Schneider said. “Jo-

nah then won the next two 

matches in the consola-

tion bracket to place third 

overall.  Jonah is a great 

wrestler who leads our 

team with his hard work 

and efforts everyday in 
the room and at competi-

tions.”

Dillon Ryan also 

reached the consolation 

championship at 106, but 

lost to Edmond North’s 

Aiden Godbehere 5-3.

Dillon lost his opening 

round match to Godbe-

here in a 13-3 major deci-

sion. He won by decision 

over Bryson Humphries 

of Owasso 5-3, pinned 

Dakota Sherrer of Musk-

ogee in 1:24, decisioned 

Yancy Kite of Moore 4-0 

and Christian Belford of 

Edmond North 15-4.

In the consolation semi-

final, Ryan won by a 12-0 
major decision over Gan-

non Morales of West-

moore, then lost to God-

behere a second time.

“Our other Yukon wres-

tlers did a great job of col-

lecting falls and major de-

cisions, worth more team 

points, when they had the 

chance and helped our 

team fight for a high place 
in the standings,” Schnei-

der said. “We have a very 

tough Deer Creek dual 

meet Thursday which is 

a district match and it 

has great importance on 

whether or not we will be 

going to Dual State. Then 

Friday and Saturday is the 

COAC with 12 very tough 

teams and we do host the 

Jay Hancock Tournament 

Jan. 22-23.”

From Page 1B
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By Chuck Reherman

Sports Editor

ARAPAHO - Under 

pressure.

That’s what happened 

to Southwest Covenant 

in their final game of the 
Arapaho-Butler Festi-
val against class B No. 4 
ranked Lookeba-Sickles.

The Lady Panthers’ 

pressure locked down 
Southwest Covenant in 

the first half and turned it 
into a 54-16 win Saturday.

Lookeba-Sickles held 
the Lady Patriots to only 
one field goal and five 
first half points, opening a 
20-point lead.

“We were not being 
strong with the ball,” 
SWCS head coach Terry 
Fellenstein said. “We 
turned the ball over 27 
times in the first half. You 
can’t do that.

“Lookeba is a good 
team, they are ranked No. 
4 in class B,” he said. “We 
played really sloppy. We 
have to cut our turnovers 
down. Pretty much the 
same thing that happened 
in the game before. We 
lost by two and had sever-
al turnovers in that game. 
The more turnovers you 
have the less shots you 
get and the more you give 
them.”

Despite having the 27 
turnovers in the first half, 
the Lady Patriots did not 

give up as many points 
at turnovers. SWCS was 

able to outrebound the 
Lady Panthers in the first 
half.

Lookeba did shut down 

SWCS in the first half, 
but led only 10-0 after the 
first opening minutes.

Lookeba did open a 

15-0 lead before the Lady 
Patriots got the board on 
an Abby Schroeder field 
goal. SWCS trailed 25-5 
at the half.

The Lady Panthers put 

the game out of reach 
early in the second half. 
A pair of field goals 
and a trey fro, Abygale 
Mashaney keyed a 12-2 
run and a 37-7 lead. LSHS 
led 43-9 after three quar-
ters.

“We did rebound the 

ball well on the defensive 
end, that was the best part 
of our game,” Fellenstein 

said. “I was pleased with 
that. We did turn the ball 
over under the basket a 

lot and they scored off of 
those, so we have to be 
able to take better care of 

the ball. It was the second 
verse same song for us.”

Schroeder and Emma 
Riggs led the scoring 
with seven points each. 
Mashaney led Lookeba-

Sickles with 20.
The Lady Patriots will 

travel to Destiny Chris-

tian on Friday and to Rush 
Springs on Saturday. Both 
games are at 6 p.m.

Page 7A7B

Lady Panthers defense stops SWCS

Emilee Liberton defends Lookeba-Sickles’ Alli Harvey a�er she went to 

the floor to get a loose ball. Lookeba beat the Lady Patriots 54-16 Satur-

day at the Arapaho Festival. (Photo by Chuck Reherman)

Emma Riggs outjumps Lookeba-Sickles’ Kam-

den Stocking for a rebound in the Lady Panthers 

win in the Arapaho Festival. (Photo by Chuck Re-

herman)
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Juvenile center reserves strong

By Conrad Dudderar

Senior Staff Writer
EL RENO – The Canadian 

County juvenile center’s $9.3 

million annual budget is only 

slightly up over last year, and 

the center still has 

about $6.2 million 

in reserves as county 

sales tax revenue de-

clines.

Canadian County 

Commissioners, at 

their Jan. 11th meet-

ing, approved the fiscal 
year 2021 budget for the Cana-

dian County Children’s Justice 

Center at 7905 E State 

Highway 66.

The FY21 budget 

totals $9,297,721.66 

in projected revenues 

and expenditures, rep-

resenting a modest 

2.1% increase over 

the FY20 budget of 

$9,103,069.42.

“There were no significant 

changes in the budget,” CCJC 

Director Melanie Johnson told 

county commissioners. “Our re-

serves are still significant.”
The CCCJC’s newly ap-

proved FY21 budget shows a 

projected $7.2 million in sales 

tax revenue (about $600,000 per 

month), an estimated $892,000 

in contract revenue plus $1.1 

million in unused “carryover” 

funds from the FY20 budget.

Canadian County voters in 

the mid-1990s approved a ballot 

measure to implement a .35% 

countywide sales tax used to 

help fund the juvenile center’s 

operations.

But Canadian County has 

seen a steady decline in month-

County Commissioners 
OK facility’s $9.3M  
fiscal year 2021 budget

See Budget, Page 3C

Melanie 
Johnson

Piedmont area cowboy raking in prize money nationwide

By Robert Medley

Managing Editor

A Piedmont area cowboy is rop-

ing his way into the rodeo world 

with winnings across the country 

these days.

Andrew Ward went to the Na-

tional Final Rodeo at Arlington, 

Texas, in the new stadium, at the 

end of last year.

Ward, 30, placed fifth in team-
roping, Dec. 12 at the rodeo, he car-

ries the title now as fifth best in the 
world at team-roping, he said. 

Ward has long ties to Piedmont 

and grew up competing in Canadian 

County and in Mustang. His grand-

father, Virgil Ward, was Piedmont 

Schools superintendent from 1959-

1960.

Raised near Piedmont, he was 

homeschooled by his dad, The Rev. 

Terry Ward of the TP Church at N. 

MacArthur and N.W. 178.

“The way our family got started 

in rodeo was my oldest brother 

Brannon started going to our neigh-

bors and learned to team rope when 

he was about 14.”

Andrew Ward is a full-time team 

roper, one of about 100 nationwide 

who compete for a living.

“It was the biggest rodeo I had 

ever roped in,” Andrew Ward said 

about the recent National Finals Ro-

deo outing. He said the team won 

about $90,000.

On his team is brother-in-law 
Andrew Ward, a team-roper from the Piedmont area, 
placed fi�h in December at the National Finals Rodeo 
and will compete at the International Finals Rodeo at 
the Lazy E Arena in Guthrie Jan. 15. (Photo provided)See Ward, Page 3C

Andrew Ward will 
compete at International 
Finals Rodeo Jan. 15

Foundation 
for Excellence 
recognizes 
Yukon woman
Kathy Hill honored for 
mentorship with young girls

By Carol Mowdy Bond

Contributing Writer
During National Mentoring Month in 

January, the Oklahoma Foundation for 

Excellence recognizes Yukon’s Kathy 

Hill for the important role she plays in 

helping young people achieve better 

academic, social, and economic futures. 

Kathy Boeckman, the CEO of House 

of Healing, 7300 Britton Rd. NE in El 

Reno, where Hill volunteers, nominated 

Hill for the recognition.

For 27 years, Hill has worked as a 

sign language interpreter for Oklahoma 

City’s Putnam City School District, for 

Kathy Hill receives mentoring honor. 
(Photo by Kathy Hill)

See Hill, Page 3C

Weathering Storms
Oklahoma Mesonet 
Network provides 
information to local 
emergency agencies

By Carol Mowdy Bond

Contributing Writer

O
f Oklahoma’s 

Mesonet sites, 

there are two in 

Canadian County. 

And whether you know it or not, 

they’re helping you every single 

minute of every day in ways you 

may have never considered. 

You can thank not only the 

state’s Mesonet system, but also 

the National Weather Center pros 

at the University of Oklahoma 

who interpret the Mesonet data, 

for information about wildfires, 
agriculture, power grids, protect-

ing your economic assets, flood 
waters, weather information, 

educational support in schools, 

and other critically important 

information. 

In Canadian County, there is 

one Mesonet site located just a bit 

north of the City of Yukon. And 

there’s a second one located in a 

field directly south of Fort Reno, 
which is co-located with the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture Agri-

cultural Research Center Grazing-

lands Research Laboratory. 

The City of Yukon’s public infor-

mation officer and media special-
ist, Jenna Roberson, said, “While 

you may not hear us mention Me-

sonet directly, it has quite a large 

Mesonet field technician Aaron Beckwith is climbing, in a safety harness, to 
reach the top of the 10-meter Mesonet tower. Wind and air temperature sensors 
are located at the top. The technician must climb the tower to replace these 
instruments or perform repairs. Seen just above his head is the back of the solar 
panel which powers most of the instruments on the tower. (Photo provided)See Mesonet, Page 2C
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Canadian County Court Records
Canadian County Dis-

trict Court Records (Jan. 

4-8):

MARRIAGE 

LICENSES

Matthew Lane Mitch-

ell and Stephanie Herrera 

Perez.

Janice Gail Powell and 

Gabrielle Marie Cole.

Joshua Andrew Knight 

and Mallory Kaitlyn Ras-

nic.

DIVORCES FILED

Reagan Hilton and Ty-

ler Jennings.

Tony Chau Phan and 

Stephanie Phan.

John Robert Haley and 

Kristina Dawn Haley.

Laurie Blalock Bennett 

and Matthew Bennett.

Derrick William Wil-

liams and Christine Wil-

liams.

Michyla Leigh Adams 

and Arnold Lee Adams 

III.

Whitney L. Song and 

Christopher Song.

Kelsey Case and Chase 

Case.

Marianela Castaneda 

and Jose Castaneda-Silva.

Traci Lorraine Thomas 

and Richard Todd Thom-

as.

FELONIES

FILED

El Reno’s John F. Tay-

lor Jr., attempted robbery 

with a weapon.

Oklahoma City’s 

Charles Robert Knipp, 

actual physical control of 

vehicle under the influ-

ence.

Oklahoma City’s Sam-

uel Ray Parsons, assault 

and battery on police of-

ficer.
El Reno’s Clayton Aar-

on Cope, domestic abuse 

by strangulation, domes-

tic abuse and disrupting/

preventing emergency 

telephone call.

Yukon’s Skylar Dean 

Shields, leaving scene 

of accident involving in-

jury, person involved in 

personal injury accident 

while under the influence 
and obstructing an officer.

El Reno’s Joel Don 

Blackowl-Newman, first-
degree burglary, assault 

and battery with a danger-

ous weapon and unlawful 

possession of drug para-

phernalia.

Oklahoma City’s Terry 

Don Rowlan, obtaining 

property by false pretense.

Yukon’s Patrick Allen 

Matthews, first-degree 
murder and assault and 

battery with deadly weap-

on.

MISDEMEANORS 

FILED

Ranchos De Taos, 

N.M.’s William Antonio 

Rivera-Feliciano, driv-

ing under the influence 
of drugs, unlawful pos-

session of controlled dan-

gerous substance and un-

lawful possession of drug 

paraphernalia.

Okarche’s John Da-

vid Adam Hardin, actual 

physical control of ve-

hicle under the influence.
Piedmont’s Tonya Rey-

nea Stringer, driving un-

der the influence of alco-

hol and carrying firearm 
under the influence.

Mustang’s Brandon 

Michael Whitcomb, driv-

ing with suspended/re-

voked license and speed-

ing.

Yukon’s John Calvin 

Beasley, aggravated driv-

ing under the influence of 
alcohol.

Moore’s Melissa Dawn 

Dozier, driving under the 

influence of alcohol.
Union City’s Daniel 

Gene Straka, domestic as-

sault and battery.

El Reno’s Christopher 

Michael Edwards, false 

declaration of ownership 

in pawn.

El Reno’s Melissa Ann 

Shore, unlawful posses-

sion of controlled danger-

ous substance.

Yukon’s Teri Jones En-

nis, unlawful possession 

of controlled dangerous 

substance and unlawful 

possession of drug para-

phernalia.

Yukon’s Cody Ray Car-

penter, domestic abuse.

LAWSUITS FILED

Lakeview Loan Ser-

vicing vs. Justin Usera, 

Kate A. Usera, ISPC, and 

Homestead at Horn Val-

ley Homeowners Associa-

tion, foreclosure.

Leo McDaniel vs. J.B. 

Hunt Transport, negli-

gence.

Tinker Federal Credit 

Union vs. Michael J. De-

hart, replevin.

Capital One Bank vs. 

Martin D. Nickel, debt.

Kimber A. Horst vs. 

Jason P. Pham, auto neg-

ligence.

YNB vs. Nicholas S. 

Pugh and Ruth E. Pugh, 

foreclosure.

impact on our Emergency 

Management Depart-

ment. The data gathered 

from Mesonet helps the 

National Weather Service 

predict significant weather 
events in advance, which 

gives both our emergency 

management team and our 

citizens invaluable time to 

prepare.”

Fire chief for the City 

of Piedmont, Andy Lo-

gan said, “The Piedmont 

Fire Department utilizes 

the Oklahoma Mesonet 

to monitor weather con-

ditions year-round. The 

Mesonet provides in-

formation such as wind 

speed/direction, humid-

ity, dew point, and has a 

live radar option. All this 

information, along with 

the OK-Fire and OK-First 

programs, allows trained 

fire department personnel 
to make operational deci-

sions based on current and 

future weather conditions. 

Piedmont Fire Department 

currently has two person-

nel who have been trained 

by the Oklahoma Me-

sonet  National Weather 

Service center in Norman 

and have been granted ac-

cess to the Mesonet/NWS 

site to aid in monitoring 

weather conditions. These 

two individuals complete 

annual re-certification re-

quirements to be able to 

Mesonet
maintain access to this 

program. In addition, 

these two personnel have 

access to the Mesonet/

NWS live chat program 

that allows them to com-

municate weather infor-

mation and conditions 

with other NWS, media, 

and emergency personnel, 

statewide, in a real-time 

format that provides infor-

mation before it’s released 

to the local television and 

radio stations.”

Steve Liebl, the fire 
chief for the Town of 

Okarche, said, “If we’re 

out on a scene and we 

need weather information, 

we log into Mesonet and 

get real-time information. 

Mesonet has updated in-

formation on wind shift, 

change in the direction of 

wind, and things like that. 

It also gives us informa-

tion for what will happen 

in the next 6, 12, to 24 

hours. We use Mesonet to 

look up drought informa-

tion and different things 
like that.”

The State Climatologist 

for Oklahoma, who works 

at the Oklahoma Clima-

tological Survey, which 

operates the Oklahoma 

Mesonet, Gary McMa-

nus said, “The Oklahoma 

Mesonet is a series of 120 

automated meteorological 

observation sites across 

the state, with at least one 

in each county. ‘Mesonet’ 

stands for ‘MESOscale 

NETwork.’ In meteorol-

ogy, ‘mesoscale’ refers to 

weather events that range 

in size from about one 

mile to about 150 miles. 

Mesoscale events last 

from several minutes to 

several hours. Therefore, 

mesoscale weather events 

are phenomena that might 

go undetected without 

densely spaced weather 

observations. Thunder-

storms, wind gusts, heat 

bursts, and dry lines are 

examples of mesoscale 

events.”

A Mesonet site includes 

a 10-meter-tall tower with 

a grouping of meteorologi-

cal measuring instruments 

that report their measure-

ments to a central location. 

In Oklahoma, that location 

is the Oklahoma Climatol-

ogy Survey, located in the 

National Weather Center 

at the University of Okla-

homa. McManus said, 

“These instruments report 

their measurements to the 

central location every five 
minutes, 24 hours per day, 

every day of the year. The 

Mesonet measures the 

standard weather param-

eters, such as temperature, 

humidity, wind speeds, 

etc., along with more spe-

cialized agricultural mea-

surements, like soil tem-

peratures, soil moisture, 

and solar radiation. The 

Mesonet was commis-

sioned January 1994.”

A few other common 

data that Mesonet sites 

collect includes baro-

metric pressure, rainfall 

amounts, and wind direc-

tion. And Mesonet stations 

may also have cameras to 

capture images.

Mesonet sites are usu-

ally located in rural areas. 

These often unmanned 

sites are away from build-

ings or other structures, as 

well as trees or anything 

that might impact the 

measurements taken at the 

sites.

Emergency managers, 

police, fire, and public 
health officials all take 
advantage of what Okla-

homa’s Mesonet data of-

fers. As well, our state’s 

Mesonet has an OK-First 

program that has trained 

more than 120 public safe-

ty officials about weather 
decision making. Also, 

more than 1,000 fire man-

agers have been trained 

about weather’s impact 

on wildfire suppression, 
prescribed burning, and 

smoke management. It’s 

estimated that $95 million 

has been saved by quick 

containment of wildfires 
in the region during a sin-

gle wildfire outbreak.
State and federal agen-

cies deal with transporta-

tion, water resource man-

agement, conservation, 

and severe weather and 

flood forecasting on a dai-
ly basis. Mesonet data is a 

big part of the information 

these agencies use. The 

energy industry also relies 

on Mesonet data for such 

situations as predicting 

electrical load peaks, and 

forecasting energy grid 

impacts from freezing rain 

or extreme heat.

Obviously in Okla-

homa, keeping up with 

weather is critical for all of 

us. Not only does weather 

impact our safety, but it 

has an economic compo-

nent to it that’s important 

statewide. When homes, 

vehicles, businesses, or 

agricultural fields and 
structures and animals and 

machinery are impacted 

by weather, the financial 
toll can be monumental. 

McManus said it impacts 

our economy “on the indi-

vidual scale all the way up 

to the statewide scale. The 

Mesonet helps save lives 

as well as millions of dol-

lars each year through its 

ability to aid weather fore-

casters, emergency man-

agers, energy companies, 

and agricultural produc-

ers, to name a few.”

Because the data is ex-

tensively used by Okla-

homa’s media, from small 

town newspapers to major 

television stations, Meson-

et provides Oklahoma’s 

over 1.3 million house-

holds with daily weather 

forecasts and lifesaving 

severe weather informa-

tion. As just one example, 

on May 24, 2011, an EF5 

tornado struck Canadian 

County, and took nine 

lives, and injured another 

181 people. That storm 

produced the highest wind 

gust ever in Oklahoma, at 

151 miles per hour. The El 

Reno Mesonet site instru-

ments recorded the infor-

mation. Unfortunately, the 

deadly tornado damaged 

the El Reno Mesonet site 

instruments.

McManus said, “Much 

of Oklahoma’s weather 

occurs at time frames and 

scales small enough to be 

missed by the federal ob-

servation systems. The 

Mesonet stations are used 

extensively by meteorolo-

gists to track severe weath-

er, and winter weather, 

as well as observe more 

diverse hazards like heat 

danger. Emergency man-

agers across the state are 

also trained by Mesonet 

personnel in the use of Me-

sonet data, as well as other 

meteorological tools, such 

as radar, to keep citizens in 

their counties safe. Local 

firefighters are also trained 

to interpret the Mesonet 

data to track fires in order 
to protect lives and prop-

erty, as well as the lives of 

their own firefighting per-
sonnel and equipment.”

Agriculture is a main fo-

cal point for Mesonet. And 

Oklahoma’s Mesonet is 

a joint operation between 

the University of Okla-

homa and Oklahoma State 

University. For agricul-

tural purposes, McManus 

said, “Agricultural appli-

cations of the Mesonet in-

clude improved insect and 

disease advisories, spray-

ing recommendations, ir-

rigation scheduling, frost 

protection, planting and 

harvesting recommenda-

tions and prescribed burn 

advisories. Agriculture is 

such a large Oklahoma 

industry that any increase 

in efficiency from more 
accurate environmental 

information can translate 

into several million dol-

lars in statewide savings 

each year. The Mesonet 

also employs a Mesonet 

Agricultural Coordinator 

from the ranks of Oklaho-

ma Cooperative Extension 

service out of OSU.”

Mesonet data is the key 

to monitoring drought 

conditions in the state, 

monitoring rainfall and 

soil moisture data. As a re-

sult, Oklahoma  received 

$1 billion in federal aid 

to Oklahomans suffering 
from drought and its im-

pact.

As well, over 300 state 

teachers have been trained 

in Mesonet, in order to 

enhance science and math 

curricula. And hundreds 

of students have attended 

meteorology summer 

camps. Last but not least, 

Mesonet data is a key to 

advancing the understand-

ing of atmosphere in uni-

versity research projects 

on a global scale.

To connect with Okla-

homa’s Mesonet, go on-

line to mesonet.org, and 

on Facebook to Oklahoma 

Mesonet.

From Page 1C
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RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL PROPANE

BULK FUEL DELIVERY & FREIGHT

BULK & PACKAGED LUBRICANTS

FOR PRICING & DELIVERY INFORMATION, CALL (866) 270-1279

EARNHEARTOIL.COM ● EARNHEARTPROPANE.COM

FUELING THE SPEED OF YOU

grades 3 through 12. But 

she began volunteering 

at House of Healing fi ve 
years ago. And she has 

served on the board for 

two years. 

Hill has mentored three 

girls in the past. But at 

present, she and her men-

tee, Sarah, have been 

matched for a year. The 

two enjoy spending time 

together at the House of 

Healing property, and in-

teracting with their favor-

ite horses. They’ve built a 

strong bond of trust, and 

Sarah has experienced 

growth in her self-confi -
dence.

Hill said, “My fi rst and 
foremost responsibility is 

to make the girls feel safe 

and loved, and to teach 

them to love themselves, 

and believe in their self-

worth, and abilities to ac-

complish anything they 

set as goal to achieve. 

Some of the things we do 

are go out to lunch or to 

the park, ride horses, or 

do work around the House 

of Healing property. If 

the girls are involved in 

sports or other, I try to 

attend. I reach out to my 

girls once a week through 

text, phone call or visit. 

However, this year with 

the pandemic, it’s been 

mainly text or call. The 

main thing is these girls 

want to feel loved and 

have a sense of purpose. 

We all need a cheerleader, 

and that’s what I try to be 

to them.”

Crediting her Christian 

mother with instilling in 

her values such as love, 

grace, forgiveness, and 

self-worth, Hill said, “I’ve 

always wanted to work 

with young girls.”

Kathy Boeckman said, 

“Kathy Hill has strong, 

Christian values and cares 

deeply for those she men-

tors. She is very dedicat-

ed. Kathy gives countless 

hours making sure she is 

available when her mentee 

needs her.”

Hill said, “When Kathy 

Boeckman told me about 

the Oklahoma Foundation 

for Excellence award, I 

was very humbled. I don’t 

feel worthy of recogni-

tion. But I am honored to 

receive it. We have many 

volunteers and mentors at 

House of Healing that are 

so deserving for the work 

and ministry they put into 

making our program suc-

cessful. So, I share this 

honor with them!”

House of Healing 

serves teen girls who are 

ages 13 through 17. The 

Authentic Girl Mentor-

ing program and Equine 

Experience program 

work hand in hand to ac-

complish key goals: em-

powering teenage girls 

through better coping and 

confl ict resolution skills, 
teaching girls to make 

better life choices and re-

store self-esteem, build 

self-assurance and values 

they need to overcome a 

negative social environ-

ment and provide tools 

that assist in their emo-

tional healing. The Equine 

Experience also teaches 

girls about proper physi-

cal and mental horse care 

and horse anatomy. The 

experience is a powerful 

hands-on tool for girls to 

build confi dence, devel-
op good communication 

skills and overcome their 

fears. The program has 

completed the Standards 

for Excellence course by 

the Oklahoma Center for 

Nonprofi ts.
Hill is one of 22 out-

standing Oklahoma men-

tors who are recognized 

this month by the Okla-

homa Foundation for Ex-

cellence and their com-

munity organizations 

during National Mentor-

ing Month. The nonprofi t 
foundation is a statewide 

nonprofi t that recognizes 
and encourages academ-

ic excellence. National 

Mentoring Month is a 

campaign sponsored by 

MENTOR: The National 

Mentoring Partnership 

to celebrate the power of 

mentoring relationships 

and recruit new volunteer 

mentors. The Oklahoma 

Foundation for Excellence 

provides a directory of 

mentoring organizations 

across the state seeking 

volunteers. For more in-

formation and a list of this 

year’s honored mentors, 

visit www.okmentors.org.

To connect with House 

of Healing, call (405) 

434-2723, or email info@

house-of-healing.org, or 

go online to www.house-

of-healing.org. 

From Page 1C

Hill

Buddy Hawkins of Ste-

phensville, Texas.

He rides a horse named 

Biscuit who had been a 

racehorse who came off  
the track and Andrew 

Ward trained him to rope.

“I brought him along 

and got him into rodeo. 

Biscuit is 10 years-old.”

Ward
Andrew Ward com-

peted in more than 65 ro-

deos and jackpot events 

last year. “That is how we 

make a living.”

Andrew Ward said he 

learned team-roping as a 

young boy. He recalls get-

ting a rope for Christmas 

one year, and he stopped 

opening presents right 

away.

“I have a big passion to 

do it. I love to rope, and 

I’ve had great team rop-

ers around me,” Andrew 

Ward said.

He won his fi rst roping 
contest at age 7 in Cush-

ing and took home his fi rst 
check.

“I remember I won $47 

and I was immediately 

hooked. It was a blast, and 

I had more money than I 

ever had and took mom, 

Terri, and dad, Terry, out 

to eat in Guthrie on the 

ride home.”

Terry Ward, his father 

said his son has grown up 

roping all over Canadian 

and Kingfi sher counties.
“The whole family has 

been involved in rodeo in 

Canadian and Kingfi sher 

counties, a very active ro-

deo area. We have ties to 

Piedmont because my dad 

was superintendent there 

years ago. Mustang is also 

a big-time rodeo area that 

has been familiar with the 

Ward family,” Terry Ward 

said.

Andrew Ward com-

peted for the fi rst rodeo of 
2021 in the Professional 

ly sales tax collections 

over the past year during 

an economic downturn.

“Our sales tax has not 

been performing to that 

level ($600,000 month-

ly),” District 2 County 

Commissioner Dave An-

derson said. “It’s close.”

District 3 Commis-

sioner Jack Stewart inter-

jected, “That’s why I’m 

very concerned we have a 

reserve.”

AMPLE RESERVES

The county’s juvenile 

center still has an ample 

reserve fund - totaling 

about $6.2 million - that 

may be used monthly to 

augment its two prima-

ry revenue sources, the 

county sales tax and con-

Rodeo Cowboys Associa-

tion in Odessa, Texas, Jan. 

13. He will also compete 

at the International Rodeo 

Finals in Guthrie starting 

Friday, Jan. 15.

Andrew Ward is mar-

ried to wife Hayli and 

lives 2 miles east of Pied-

mont where he makes his 

home when not on the ro-

deo circuit.

From Page 1C

Budget
tracts.

“If we continue to see 

the fl at line on the revenue 
side, we’re going to have 

to deal with it,” Anderson 

noted. 

The CCJC’s FY21 bud-

get presented to county 

commissioners does 

not refl ect income from 
smaller revenue sources, 

such as leases for the new 

Cardinal Point family jus-

tice center and farm prop-

erty. This CCCJC budget 

document is not a fi nan-
cial statement and does 

not show the center’s as-

sets, Anderson said.

“The budget for the 

juvenile center really is 

something that we do to 

communicate between the 

commissioners and the 

management at the cen-

ter,” he explained. “It’s 

not statutory and there’s 

nothing that says they’re 

forced to submit a budget 

annually.

“It’s really a ‘projected 

spending picture’.”

The budget funds the 

center’s “ongoing activi-

ties”, Anderson added. 

Although Canadian 

County Commissioners 

are not required to ap-

prove the CCCJC budget 

annually, the District 2 

commissioner noted “the 

three of us are responsible 

for the management.”

Because Canadian 

County sales tax revenues 

have been low, District 

1 Commissioner Marc 

Hader said he previously 

expressed to CCCJC of-

fi cials the desire to “main-
tain as fl at a budget as we 
can.”

In other business at 

their Jan. 11th meeting, 

Canadian County Com-

missioners approved:

• Renewing Clarence 

McLoud’s six-year term 

as a District 2 represen-

tative on the six-member 

Canadian County Flood-

plain Board.

• A resolution allow-

ing the CCCJC to accept 

a $40 donation from the 

Mustang Church of the 

Nazarene to help fulfi ll 
the center’s mission.

County jail adminis-

trator Kristie Carter gave 

the weekly county jail 

report, showing 210 total 

inmates.

From Page 1C

With the recent spike in COVID-19 cases, Canadian County Commissioners were 
back Jan. 11 practicing social distancing at their weekly meeting in El Reno: 
From le  , District 2 Commissioner Dave Anderson, County Clerk Sherry Murray, 
District 3 Commissioner Jack Stewart, District 1 Commissioner Marc Hader. An-
derson, Murray and Stewart also have been wearing face masks at the meeting. 
(Photo by Conrad Dudderar)
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CAXCA  

LASSIFIEDSC

HELP WANTED

FLORIST

HELP WANTEDAUCTION AUCTION HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

GARAGE DOOR

CLEAN YOUR TACK ROOM 
out! Sell your unused saddles, 
bridles, blankets, buckets, 
brushes and everything else! 
Call  us today! 577-6208

www.yukonprogress.com
www.lippardauctions.com
www.ccsheriff.net/31
www.veoliawaterna.com/careers
www.redingsauction.com
www.redingsauction.com
www.kencarpenterauction.com
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LASSIFIEDSC
SERVICESHOME FOR SALE HOME FOR SALE

INSURANCE INSURANCE

SERVICESSEASONAL STATEWIDE

HAVE A HOUSE TO RENT? Call 
and place your ad today! 577-
6208

LPXLP CAXCA  

EGALSL

I WANT TO BUY A 10-20 
ACRE FARMSTEAD CALL 
ELBERT 405 414-7776

CLEAR OUT SPACE in your barn 
or garage. Sell that old car, or 
boat TODAY!  577-6208

HAVE A VEHICLE TO SELL? 
Place your ad today! 577-6208

Advertise! 577-6208

Advertise! 577-6208

NOTICE

SERVICES

CHRISTMAS DISPLAYS 
FOR SALE:

4) White Deer with Lights
2) Gold Deer with Lights
3) 5 foot Green  Trees lit with 
red stars 
1) 5 foot White Angel
1) 6 foot Ladder with Climb-
ing Santa
2) 5 foot  Moveable Santa and 
Snowman Display
1) Small Train Display
1) 8 foot Blow Up Santa
TONS OF LIGHTS & ELECTRICAL 
CORDS.

Come DRIVE BY and view 
at 212 W. Platt in Yukon 
(VIEWING from 6p.m. - 
10p.m.)

ALL FOR $395.00

SERVICES SERVICES

Have you lost a pet or found a 
set of keys? Let your commu-
nity help you  and what you 
are looking for...Place your ad 
by noon on Monday 577-6208

(Published in Yukon Progress for two (2) consecutive weeks:

January 6, 2021 and January 13, 2021) 

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE

 Notice is given that on February 8th, 2021, at 10:00 o’clock a.m. at Courtroom #2 of the County 

Courthouse, in El Reno, Canadian County, Oklahoma, the Sheriff of said County will offer for sale and sell, for 
cash, at public auction, to the highest and best bidder, all that certain real estate in Canadian County, Oklahoma, 

to-wit:

LOT ELEVEN (11) AND THE WEST HALF (W/2), OF LOT TWELVE (12), BLOCK 

SIX (6), IN TOWN OF YUKON, CANADIAN COUNTY, OKLAHOMA, ACCORDING 

TO THE RECORDED PLAT THEREOF;

subject to unpaid taxes, assessments, advancements by Plaintiff for taxes, insurance premiums, expenses 
necessary for the preservation of the subject property, if any, and prior security interests in fixtures, if any, 
said property having been appraised at $24,078.00, and subject to any applicable statutory right of redemption. 

Sale will be made pursuant to order of sale issued in accordance with judgment entered in the District Court of 
Canadian County, Oklahoma.

 Pursuant to judgment, Plaintiff reserves the right to recall the Special Execution and Order of Sale 
and to cancel this scheduled sale orally or in writing at any time prior to sale without notice or leave of Court. 
In the absence of Plaintiff’s representative at the sale, the subject property will not be sold on the date set forth 
above.

 PERSONS OR OTHER ENTITIES HAVING AN INTEREST IN THE PROPERTY WHOSE 

INTEREST IS SOUGHT TO BE EXTINGUISHED, INCLUDING THOSE WHOSE ACTUAL ADDRESS 

IS UNKNOWN AND PERSONS OR OTHER ENTITIES WHOSE UNKNOWN SUCCESSORS ARE 

HEREBY NOTIFIED ARE: DWIGHT G. SULC, BILL KESSLER, AND GLENDA RACKELY.

BRET DAVIS, #15079    CHRIS WEST, Sheriff of
LAMUN MOCK CUNNYNGHAM & DAVIS, P.C.  Canadian County, Oklahoma

Attorneys for Plaintiff     By: /s/ Aaron McCaslin
5613 N. Classen Blvd.    DEPUTY

Oklahoma City, OK 73118

(405) 840-5900

(405) 842-6132 (Fax)

SN SERVICING CORPORATION vs. DWIGHT G. SULC, et al.; 

Case No. CJ-2011-427

ONLINE CLASSES

WRITE, PUBLISH & MAR-
KET YOUR BOOK!  8 Week 
Online Class. Taught locally by 
publishing professional!  Dis-
counts for Seniors & Veterans.  
CALL 405-422-2201  Classes 
Start Tuesday, Janaury 12, 2021
www.creativequills.com

H A V I N G  A  G R O U P  O R 
COMMUNITY  EVENT? Let the 
readers know! Advertise and 
SPREAD THE WORD! Call  577-
6208 to place your ad today!

www.yukonprogress.com
www.stringswest.com
www.wigginsauctioneers.com
www.shelterinsurance.com
www.creativequills.com
www.yukonprogress.com
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