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www.heartlandanimal.net
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www.goodshepherdhospice.com
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Dr. Joe Anna Hibler, Kiwanis Kid at Heart Award
 Dr. Joe Anna Hibler has been an active member 
of Kiwanis since November of 1988. She has 
been involved with many projects Kiwanis has 
done including being a representative for the 
STEAM Program. Kiwanis members enjoyed 
hearing her read from the SW Women’s 
handbook from the 40s and 50s.
 She not only had a great influence through 
Kiwanis, but also on the hilltop at Southwestern 
Oklahoma State University. She served 11 years 
as president and completed a 41-year career in 
Oklahoma education. Thirty-seven of those years 

spent on the SWOSU Campus.
 Dr. Hibler came to SWOSU as a scholarship 
student in 1957. She completed a Bachelor of 
Science degree in business education in 1960. 
She then earned her master’s degree in business 
education from Oklahoma State University in 
1961. She taught her first four years at Altus 
High School and served as an adjunct instructor 
at Altus Junior College. In 1965, she returned to 
her alma mater as an instructor in the Division of 
Business. She completed her doctoral degree in 
1971 at the University of Oklahoma. Dr. Hibler 

later chaired the Office Administration/Business 
Education Department at SWOSU before 
becoming dean of the School of Business. In 
1986, Hibler was named executive vice president 
for academic affairs. Four years later, Dr. Hibler 
was appointed SWOSU’s 15th president. When 
she assumed her duties on July 1, 1990, Dr. 
Hibler became the first woman in 55 years to 
serve as president of a university in Oklahoma. 
Dr. Joe Anna Hibler retired June 30, 2001, as 
president of Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University.

Dr. Joe Anna HiblerIva Sadler, Rotary Service Above Self Award

Iva Sadler

 This annual Rotarian of the Year award is 
designated for the one Rotarian in the club 
who clearly stands out in demonstrating 
“Service Above Self,” and principled 
commitment to the Four-Way Test. The 
award is presented to Iva Sadler.
 “This Rotarian prefers to fly under the 
radar working behind the scenes to ensure 
everything goes off without a hitch,” said 
Rotary president Josh VanDeburgh.
 Iva Sadler serves as Senior Vice-President, 
Chief Executive Officer and Chief Technical 
Officer of First National Bank and Trust 
Company of Weatherford.

 Sadler has an illustrious career in banking 
where she has served in many capacities.
 She has been a member of the Weatherford 
Rotary Club since her arrival to Weatherford. 
She has also served the community in many 
capacities and as she says, “Wherever I am 
needed”.
 The recipient of this award is an outstanding 
club member who has made significant 
contributions to the mission and operation 
of the club, and to one or more avenues of 
Community or International Service.
 “To say this Rotarian is active in our club 
would be a huge understatement. She has 

been involved in every aspect of our club’s 
operation,” VanDeburgh added.
 “Since my introduction to Rotary some 
9 years ago this person has been a driving 
force in our club in multiple ways.  She has 
a servant’s heart coupled with an unrivaled 
work ethic and an unrelenting drive for 
success,” he added.
 “After being a member of the Weatherford 
Rotary Club for a few years her dedication 
inspired me to get more involved with our 
club.  She is a big reason why I decided 
to run for President Elect last year,” 
VanDeburgh said.
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 Jeff DeFehr is a third 
generation in John Deere 
dealerships teaming 
together to ultimately 
form one of the largest 
John Deere dealerships in 
the United States with 21 
locations in Oklahoma, 
Texas and New Mexico 
now known as Western 
Equipment. Jeff is this 
year’s winner of the 
Weatherford Chamber 
of Commerce Hall of 
Fame award dedicated 
to those individuals who 
go above and beyond to 
make Weatherford an even 
greater place to live.
 The DeFehr family 
including Jeff’s 
grandfather C.J. DeFehr 
and parents Paul and 
Elsie DeFehr are a 
pioneer family in Western 
Oklahoma. Jeff would say 
among his most important 
accomplishments are his 

wife Melanie and their 
three children Will, Ross 
and Zoie.
 After graduating from the 
University of Oklahoma, 
Jeff returned to the family 
business in Weatherford to 
carry on the family legacy. 
Jeff later received his 
MBA from Southwestern 
Oklahoma State University 

where he now sits on the 
Board of Trustees.
 Another passion for Jeff 
has been his involvement 
with the Stafford Air and 
Space Museum where 
he has served for many 
years and now sits on the 
advisory board. Jeff and 
Melanie are also very 

involved with the First 
Baptist Church were they 
have served in many 
capacities. Jeff would 
say serving as a 5th and 
6th grade Sunday school 
teacher has been among 
the most awarding.
 Another passion for Jeff 
and his team at Western 

Equipment is the Annual 
Ag Tech Invitational 
where young aspiring 
agriculture technicians 
compete for over $90,000 
in scholarships and prizes.
 Continuing his family’s 
long history of support 
for Weatherford’s locally-
owned hospital, Jeff now 

serves on the Weatherford 
Regional Hospital 
Foundation as Vice-Chair. 
Jeff would say his love 
of Weatherford is never-
ending and has been in the 
forefront of his life to give 
back to the community 
who has provided so much 
for him and his family.

Jeff DeFehr, Hall of Fame

Jeff DeFehr

www.swosu.edu
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www.asapenergyinc.com
www.asapenergyinc.com
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 James Morgan is the District Manager 
for GR Energy Services. He also is 
a registered volunteer with Shepherd 
Home Health and Hospice, a veteran 
and the cofounder of The Serving Valor 
Foundation. Through these various 
organizations, James gives countless 
hours of his time in order to better his 
community.
 James has been performing acts of 
service since he was 18 years old when 
he joined the Navy. He served for 6 
years and participated in multiple service 
projects during his free-time while 
overseas.
 Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, 
James ensured that all of the nursing 
homes and assisted living facilities in 
Western Oklahoma were still able to have 
contact with family through visitation. 
James designed and built visitation booths 
for 10 different facilities where countless 
people were reunited with their families.
 James, alongside The Serving Valor 
Foundation, has assisted other veterans 
in projects of all sizes. The Serving 
Valor Foundation is a veteran serving 

veteran foundation. One of James’ most 
notable contributions was when he built 
a wheelchair ramp for a veteran. The 
foundation also provides all veterans at 
the VA center with a Christmas gift each 
year.
 Between monetary donations and time 
spent, James has given countless hours 
and dollars to his community and he 
continues to do so.

James Morgan, Outstanding Service Award

James Morgan



 

10 • Weekender, January 14, 2023, Weatherford Daily News

 Bryce Pruitt is a 2017 graduate of 
Weatherford high school and Kaitlyn 
Pruitt is a 2016 graduate of Chula Vista 
Senior high school in California. Both 
Bryce and Kaitlyn were student athletes at 
Southwestern Oklahoma State University. 
Bryce played baseball and Kaitlyn softball. 

They both graduated from Southwestern in 
2021. 
 They began New Creation Nutrition in 
2018, The Buzz in 2022 and they have 
helped start up 10 other businesses in the 
state and one in Texas.
 One of the many things about Bryce 

and Kaitlyn is when you walk into their 
business they call you by name. They 
have amazing customer service, and it’s 
always a positive experience. They are 
teaching great business skills to the young 
people they employ. Their goal is to 
grow their business by making a positive 

impact on the community, according to the 
nomination application.
 Bryce and Kaitlyn have done countless 
free “tea drops” to numerous places here 
in Weatherford, naming a few of them, 
Weatherford Public Schools to all the 
teachers, local churches and businesses and 
non-profits.  They have also done benefit 
days at New Creation to help families in 
need or others who have been diagnosed 
with cancer. They are always helping with 
fundraisers for the public schools, SWOSU 
and the community, as well as giving 
donations. Each year at Christmas they 
have an angel tree from Harley’s House for 
donating gifts to children. 
 Bryce and Kaitlyn continue to be just 
as impressive in their personal lives also. 
The two were married in May 2021, and 
in August 2021, they took in and became 
legal guardians of Bryce’s niece and 
nephew, Rylan, age five, and Stevie, age 

three at the time. They became an instant 
family and they have done so with such 
grace. They are members of Harvest 
Fellowship church. 

Bryce and Kaitlyn Pruitt,
Young Professional Award

Bryce and Kaitlyn Pruitt

 In his full-time capacity of working for the City 
of Weatherford, Todd Earp is devoted to working 
for youth by overseeing the little league softball 
and baseball programs and by teaching drivers’ 
education part time for Great Plains Driving 
School.
 Todd Earp currently serves as the President of 
the Oklahoma YMCA Youth and Government 
Advisory Board, the Co-Treasurer for Miss 
SWOSU and as a member of the Board of Directors 
for the Great Plains Family YMCA. He also is a 
Past President for the Weatherford Rotary Club.
 Todd exhibits exceptional support for the youth 
of Weatherford. He is in his 16th year of being 
a volunteer advisor for the Great Plains Family 
YMCA Youth and Government Program. The 
program is an amazing opportunity to be involved 
in a national program which involves thousands 
of teens nationwide in a state organized, model-
government program. Students from across 
Oklahoma have the opportunity to immerse 
themselves in the experimental civic engagement 
and practice of democracy.
 He is also one of the sponsors for the Weatherford 
Tours America group that takes Weatherford area 
students on educational trips to Washington D.C., 
Boston and New York each summer.

Todd Earp, Roots ‘N Wings Award

Todd Earp

www.davispropertiesok.com
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Agriculture Business

Small Business Society

Route 66 Events

 The Weatherford Chamber of Commerce Agribusiness Committee had a great year in 2022 celebrating 
many wonderful events for the youth of Weatherford and the Weatherford trade area. The committee began 
their annual fundraising campaign in December. The committee consists of parents of livestock exhibitors 
and other interested supporters of the 4-H and FFA programs. The Weatherford Area Livestock show will be 
January 26-27, 2023, at the Weatherford AG Barn. The highlight of the event is the Show Stoppers show that 
allows special education students to team up with 4-H and FFA members to participate in the show. The Area 
Livestock show committee is chaired by Dr. Tim Lowry and Andy McPherson. 

 Route 66 Events is the first monthly block party to create a series of events combined with food vendors, 
entertainment, shopping, music, and informational booths centered on Route 66 in Weatherford. Working 
together with local merchants, Route 66 Events creates a family-friendly atmosphere large enough to bring 
in diverse audiences and vendors from out of town, but small enough to visit with a neighbor or friend. The 
committee goal is to strengthen community ties through fun, food and entertainment. With the support of local 
merchants and organizations, Route 66 Events had a successful year. Everyone is invited to be a part of Route 
66 committee. Call the Chamber for more information. 

 The Small Business Society is a committee responsible for creating programs and events that will encourage 
shopping in Weatherford. The Weatherford Area Chamber of Commerce Small Business Society launched 
its annual Christmas promotion November 25. This year, the chamber also hosted the 2nd Annual Miracle on 
Main Night Christmas Parade through Towne Centre on December 1. 
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 Taking a phrase from the Boy 
Scouts founder Lord Robert Baden-
Powell: “Try and leave this world 
a little better than you found it…” 
With this, I feel like I’m leaving the 
Chamber better than the way we 
found it, four years ago when I first 
came on the board, with tremendous 
help from Justin O’Connor and the 
rest of the Board from 2021 and 
2022. We have made such huge 
strides this past year setting into 
motion many new policies and 
procedures which have proven to 
make the Chamber more financially 
stable than ever before. This year 
we had many new businesses, 
new members join the Chamber, 
numerous  ribbon cuttings and 
events. I’m so very proud of the 
Chamber, Elizabeth, her staff and the 
Board. 
 Last year our theme was Back 
to Business and boy did we ever 

get back to business. We had over 
12,000 walk-ins, phone calls and 
inquiry emails.  All reasons why the 
Chamber is so important to you as 
business owners and to Weatherford, 
we are able to refer your business or 
service and to promote Weatherford. 
That starts the cycle all over again, to 
have people come to our businesses, 
eat in our restaurants and stay in 
our hotels making Weatherford a 
destination city.  As a realtor who 
“sells Weatherford” on a daily basis, 
this is what makes Weatherford such 
a shining star in Western Oklahoma 
and sets us apart. 
 It has been a true honor to serve 
as the 2022 Chamber President.  I 
would like to challenge you all to 
step up and serve your community 
by getting more involved with the 
Chamber, or one of our many civic 
clubs or non-profits. You get what 
you give, we can all work together to 

continue growing Weatherford and 
improving our quality of life here.  
 We have had a stellar year, 
one might even say golden, and 
Elizabeth, her staff, the committees 
and the board have worked very hard 
together to make it all happen. 

Outgoing president 
Karen Magill

Karen Magill

The A-Team Committee
 The A-Team is a group of volunteers who welcome 
new members and businesses. They attend and assist 
with the ribbon cuttings and special events for our 
members and businesses. It is a wonderful committee 
where volunteers participate in and help celebrate 
Weatherford. Their annual event is the Weatherford 
Chamber of Commerce Banquet January 12, 2023.

Pickleball Committee
 The Weatherford Chamber of Commerce has a 
new committee in 2022, Pickleball. The Co-chairs 
Mac McCune and BJ McCurdy gathered a group of 
individuals who were fired up and raised $20,000. 
Thanks to the City of Weatherford for putting 10 new 
lighted courts which spurred this committee to host 
a tournament during fall break in October 22. There 
were 88 participants from many cities and states who 
battled it out in 20-30 mph winds. Overall, it was a great 
tournament and a great time. The committee plans to 
hold their second annual Weatherford Area Pickleball 
Paddle Battle tournament in October 2023.

www.unitedok.com
www.group.com
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 Charles Dickens described a person 
experiencing a day “as good as gold, and 
better” in A Christmas Carol. The theme of 
the 2023 Chamber of Commerce banquet 
is the Golden Year, and 2023 is shaping 
up to be “as good as gold, and better” for 
Weatherford.
 The Weatherford Area Chamber of 
Commerce had many successes in 2022, 
ranging from new businesses opening 
to successful events such as the recent 
Christmas Parade. The Chamber, itself, 
made great strides, providing guidance 
for area merchants and gaining many new 
members throughout the year. In 2022, 
our Chamber of Commerce transformed 
into one of the most vibrant and pioneering 
chambers in the state. Several people are 
to be commended for the successful year, 
including all the members of the Chamber 
Board of Directors. However, three people 
worked exceptionally hard this last year 
to get the Chamber to this level. First, 
Elizabeth Amen has just finished her first 
year at the Chamber’s Executive Director 
and has led with tenacity and thoroughness 
that inspires everyone who works with 
her. Second, Justin O’Connor, the Board’s 
Past President, and Board President Karen 
Magill have spent countless hours over the 
past two years restructuring the Board to a 
level of effectiveness that will benefit the 
area for many years to come.
 Based on this past year’s successes, 

the Chamber of Commerce is poised to 
have a “golden” year in 2023. We have 
evidence of greatness with the opening 
of a new school, the construction of a 
new police department, and the planned 
construction of a new rural health building 
at SWOSU – all made possible by the 
support of Weatherford citizens. We 
have a schedule full of athletic festivals, 
livestock shows, holiday events, university 
traditions, downtown special events, and 
more that promise to keep Weatherford 
hopping throughout the year. But most 
importantly, we have the great businesses, 
organizations, education, city staff, and 
citizens of Weatherford who shape our city 
into a place that draws people to it. 
 I encourage everyone to take advantage 
of what Weatherford has to offer in 2023. 
It’s “as good as gold, and better.”

Incoming president 
Joel Kendall

Joel Kendall

Public Affairs Committee
 The Public Affairs Committee is chaired by Jeff Berrong and Gary Mol. The 
committee hosts public events centered on bringing to light political issues and 
candidates. During elections the committee hosts public forums to learn more about 
the candidates. 

 The Education Committee, chaired by Dr. Marilyn Wolgamott, serves to support 
teachers and their students. The committee plans to restart Choices and the 
program for sophomores at Weatherford High School. They have also teamed with 
Weatherford High School for high school working with a special session for seniors 
as well. The committee would like to expand teacher appreciation week to include 
the whole community with local businesses offering specials for those in education. 
The committee honored teachers with gifts from the community at the beginning of 
the school year.

Education Committee
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www.magillagency.com
www.magillrealestate.com
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www.fnbwford.com

