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find your true

Whatever the season, The Club at

Crested Butte makes it easy to create

memories in the pursuit of the things

you love, alongside the ones you love.

970.349.8601

www.theclubatcrestedbutte.com

For Membership Inquiries

970.349.8601 or Membership@clubatcrestedbutte.com

The Clubhouse at Skyland
Robert Trent Jones Jr. Golf Course • Health & Wellness Center

Restaurant, Bar, and Cafe • Indoor Pool & Hot Tub

Private Fishing Pond • Tennis • Nordic Track

Private Ski Club
Family Lockers • Private Parking • Dining • Concierge Services

Social Lounge • Business Center Services

Member Ski Clinics • First Tracks

www.theclubatcrestedbutte.com


 

Full service office for buyers & sellers ~ Exclusive on-mountain, base area location.

Explore condo, home and land ownership throughout the entire Gunnison valley.

Located in the Lodge at Mountaineer Square

cbLiving.coM    970-349-4999
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Managing broker/realtor

970-275-2355

Meg brethauer
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970-209-1210
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970-209-5233

colette Kraatz
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970-376-7304
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broker associate

970-209-2675
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Representing Crested Butte’s Finest Properties

Channing Boucher
Broker Associate

970-596-3228
CrestedButteBroker.com

608 Nicholson Lake Ridge Road

An amazing home matched only by an equally stunning location above Nicholson Lake at Alpine Meadows.

$2,300,000
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I remember as a child walking through historic Boston 

with my family during a spring break trip. As I looked at the 

old houses, I started to conjure up stories in my mind of 

the families who lived in those homes once upon a time. 

That type of storytelling became a favorite pastime 

for me, especially during long road trips across the Mid-

west. I’d create tales of farmers in quintessential Minne-

sota farmhouses and Amish children in rural Ohio.

Inside every home is a story to tell. From the people, 

their hardships, their victories. Laughter around a table, a 

newborn’s first night at home, family holidays, you name it, 
it happens inside the walls of a home. 

These day, one of my favorite things to do on a quiet 

off-season day, is to walk the alleys in town. Some of the 
most iconic Crested Butte buildings live on the alleyways. 

From coal sheds to tiny miner’s cabins, these structures 

most certainly have stories inside their walls. 

For this issue of the Peak, I was fortunate to tour a 

gorgeous remodeled home that’s over a century old, with 

some amazing sheds along its alley. The homeowners are 

so proud that they, along with a talented local team, have 

given new life to a historic house. 

Writer Seth Mensing writes about the award-winning 
renovation of the Public House on Elk Avenue. When you 

walk into 202 Elk Avenue today, you can easily envision 

what the space was like 100 years ago. 

A tradition that’s decades old is being carried on by lo-

cal writer Cassie Pence, who lives in Wildbird, a pedestrian 

community off Slate River Road. She and her family go for 
a meditative walk home each day, and even through crazy 

weather, it’s worth it, reaching their home in the woods.

We hope you enjoy these stories and many others 

in this issue of the Peak. It’s always so fulfilling to share 
the tales of the people who have built these new homes 

and the owners who have given new life to part of Crested 

Butte’s history.

—Melissa Fenlon

Editor’s NotE

www.crestedbuttebroker.com
www.thepeakcb.com
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(970) 209-4234 ~  MollyInCrestedButte.com

Molly Eldridge
Broker - Owner

CRS, ABR, RSPS, SFR 

FREE ESTIMATES & CONSULTATIONS

LICENSED & INSURED

QUALITY LANDSCAPING SERVICE 

AT AFFORDABLE RATES

• Spring Clean Up 
• Hydro-seeding 

• Lawn & Garden Maintenance
• Custom Landscape Installation  

• Patio & Retaining Wall Installation

springcreeklandscapeco.com

970-209-4918springcreeklandscape@yahoo.com
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bringing dreams home

great perches

6001 County Road 811, Crested Butte, 3 BR, 3.5 Bth, 3,122 SF, 6 Car Gar, 19.82 Acres, 
Offered for $1,495,000, Corey Dwan, 970.596.3219

71 Cinnamon Mountain Road, Mt. Crested Butte, 5 BR, 5.5 Bth, 3,755 SF, 2 Car Gar,
Offered for $970,000, Corey Dwan, 970.596.3219

188 Bethel Road, Ranch #5, Crested Butte, Main House: 4 BR, 4  Bth, 2 Powder Rooms, 
6,949 SF, 2 Car Gar, 35.31 Acres; Guest House: 3 BR + Loft, 3.5  Bth, 2,198 SF, 2 Car Gar, 
Offered for $6,900,000, Mountain Office, Joel Vosburg & Charlie Farnan, 970.349.6692

115 Bethel Road, Ranch #4, Crested Butte, Main House: 5 BR, 5 Bth, 2 Powder Rooms, 
8,446 SF, 3 Car Gar, 35.19 Acres; Guest House: 1 BR + Loft, 1 Bth, 669 SF, Offered for 
$5,375,000, Mountain Office, Joel Vosburg & Charlie Farnan, 970.349.6692

1472 Gothic Road, Crested Butte, 4 BR, 3.5 Bth, 3,523 SF, 2 Car Gar, 7.28 Acres, Surrounded 
by 140 Acres of open space, Offered for $2,995,000, Dalynn Trujillo, 970.596.3397

66 Wapiti Way, Skyland, 4 BR, 4.5 Bth, 3,516 SF, 2 Car Gar, Offered for $1,745,000,
Mountain Office, Joel Vosburg, 970.209.1581

211 Elk Avenue, PO Box 1788
Crested Butte CO  81224 
970.349.6691

bbre1.com
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C
rested Butte is a poster child for colorful paint 

swatches, and the cheerful looking home on the first 
block of Sopris Avenue is both bold and inviting with 

peach siding, two shades of blue trim, and a silver cor-

rugated roof. Front and side porches and a large metal peace sign at 

the main entrance hint that this is a place that has welcomed its fair 

share of people since 1890. 

The gingerbread trim was added in the 1970s to provide extra vi-

sual interest to the exterior, and more than four decades later the very 

plain interior has been transformed in a way that respects the dwell-

ing’s mining-era Victorian roots and honors the spirit of current owner 

Ingrid Gebavi and Crested Butte. 

After purchasing the Sopris home from Jane Cofran in 2011, Ge-

bavi spent 2012 through 2014 helping a major renovation unfold. “I was 

going for a fun, funky Bohemian and eclectic look inside the house 

that matches the town,” she says. “I didn’t want a mountain lodge look. 

I wanted it to be congruent with the home’s era.” 

Gebavi relocated to Crested Butte from her hometown of Chica-

go in 2009, first living for a month in Kate’s Place, a short-term rental 
next to Union Congregational Church on Maroon Avenue. “I met more 

people there in a month than in a year living in a downtown Chicago 

high-rise,” she says. Next, it was a 500-square-foot apartment above 

the garage at Alfred and Nidia Villanueva’s home on Butte Avenue. 
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“The draw is that Crested Butte is a real community. 

When you walk down the street—especially in the off-sea-
son—everyone is smiling. Everyone has to pick up their mail 

and is generally happy. That’s the most special thing about 

Crested Butte, along with the natural beauty,” Gebavi says.

BuildinG a TEam & vision
Having renovated two other homes over the past 

decade—a historic home in lake Geneva, Wisconsin that 

she sold a year ago and her daughter’s residence in los 

angeles—Gebavi brought a wealth of ideas and lessons 

learned to her latest endeavor. To help make her vision a 

reality, she hired James nichols of all mountain Homes in 

Gunnison as the builder; Carolina Fechino-Alling of Interni 
design studio in Crested Butte, and andrea schumacher 

of andrea schumacher interiors in denver as the interior 

designers; and Kevin van Treek of van Treek Construction 

in Gunnison as the artisan for custom millwork. 

Cofran had mainly resided on the upper story, Gebavi 

says, and rented a main-floor bedroom that occupied the 
current front entrance, which is now a welcoming entry-

way and cheerful office featuring interior transom win-
dows with old-style glass, a built-in desk and a stacked 
washer and dryer cleverly tucked behind a multicolor 

macramé curtain. 

it’s impossible to not fall in love with the nearby pow-
der room with cement tiles featuring two designs in muted 

shades of blue, yellow and green that were thoughtfully 

placed to create a distinct overall pattern. A cream-col-
ored grass-cloth occupies the space above the painted 
bead board and on the ceiling in the bathroom, a look that 

is continued throughout the first floor. 
“The grass-cloth is something I wouldn’t have chosen 

on my own, but it’s the reason why i hired designers. They 

provided ideas that really make a difference,” Gebavi says.
Fechino-Alling was instrumental in selecting all the 

hard surfaces, such as paneling, trim, transom windows, 

plumbing fixtures, tile, vanities, flooring and built-ins, and 
designed the kitchen and helped with color coordination. 

Once Gebavi moved in, Schumacher helped finish the 
overall look with wall coverings, window treatments, light-
ing, furnishings and décor.  

www.thepeakcb.com
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“Ingrid is very hands-on and always fed me with ideas 

that came together for the best optimal plan; it wasn’t just 

me proposing things,” Fechino-Alling notes. “I love input so 

we end up with a product my client is looking for instead of 

something generic.

Previous owners also rented what Gebavi described 

as a “shack with a loft” along the back alley. The shack was 

recently renovated into a garage and won an honorable 

mention award from the Board of Zoning and Architectural 

Review (BOZAR) for the rehabilitation of a historic accessory 

dwelling. A stone paver patio with a unique circular sauna 

leads to a short flagstone path that meanders to the garage. 
Gebavi has heard all sorts of stories about the home from 

locals, including the fact that Larry Tanning once rented the 

shack and resided there along with his baby grand piano in 

the small space.  

RenOvATIOn hIGhs & LOws 

work on the home preceded the garage and involved 

taking the structure down to the studs and installing all new 

windows and doors. As always, a project of this magnitude 

comes with some kind of surprise; this time, it was running 

water underneath the home, discovered when digging a test 

hole for excavation in April 2012. “It’s something you don’t 

know before you buy, so we had to wait to break ground until 

August and waterproof the foundation,” Gebavi says.

The historic residence was raised up to install a new 

foundation and a lower level that expanded the home’s living 

space to 2,400 square feet. The lower level added two guest 

rooms (one is currently used for extra storage space), a bath-

room and a family room with built-in bar. Painted bead board 

used throughout the main floor continues downstairs, but 
instead of being painted the cream color, it’s a warm crim-

son shade in the family room. Generous splashes of color in 

the guest room are courtesy of paisley wallpaper that was 

originally intended for the master bedroom, built-ins and trim 

painted an earthy shade of green, a patterned coverlet, and a 

sheer window treatment.

Back on the main floor, the connected kitchen, dining 
and living room have so many interesting details, such as 

beads dangling from the Roman shades, to capture every-

thing at first glance is impossible; it’s just obvious that the 
look is very much in sync. A bubble chandelier that resem-

bles a satellite dangles over a custom walnut table crafted 

by van Treek that is surrounded by chairs and banquette 

seating. 

In the kitchen, much of the cabinetry is painted light 

turquoise and flows easily with a section of cherry cabinets 
and the back wall, which is a vignette of shelves stacked with 

dishes and glassware that frame a deep farm sink with brass 

fixtures and ivory and black backsplash tile by Pratt & Larson 
that provides an illusion of old-fashioned wallpaper. A cus-

tom vent made from cherry wood and partially covered in 

wallpaper was designed by Fechino-Alling and hangs over 

a gas range that is part of the large island topped with ex-

quisite white marble mined in nearby Marble, Colorado. The 

same sheet of marble was used for custom vanities in the 

two upstairs bathrooms. 

Figuring out a solution for the vent was a challenge, but 

often it’s the obstacles encountered in renovations that result 

in better outcomes, Gebavi suggests. “They seem to push 

everybody to be creative and think of out-of-the-box solu-

tions that bring the greatest amount of character to a project, 

more than you could have planned for.”

Gebavi’s guitar and violin stand ready to be played in the 

living room, and built-in cabinets and bookshelves along one 

wall neatly contain a flat-screen TV, reading material and all 
sorts of collected items. A neutral macramé curtain and large 

tassels that hang down the sides of one large window con-

tribute to the bohemian feel but still allow light to gracefully 

flow in, while the back window is free of any covering for clear 
views of the backyard. swirly-patterned Rookwood Pottery 

tiles arranged in a unique shape frame one corner and pro-

vide an eye-catching backdrop for a black wood stove. 

Wood floors throughout the main and upper stories 
were crafted from heart pine that is 250 to 300 years old and 

recovered from the Savannah River that flows in Georgia and 
south Carolina, while porcelain tile runs throughout the lower 

level.

www.thepeakcb.com
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Vacation Rentals and Property Management

Let us help you find your perfect home away from home
970-343-2789

Rent Crested Butte.com

Red Lady Realty’s Top Producer 

2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016 & 2017

970.209.7880
Maggie@redladyrealty.com

www.CrestedButteNow.com

Maggie Dethloff
RSPS, E-pro, CNE, CRS

Another example of a beautiful solution to a renovation 

challenge is the staircase leading to the upper and lower sto-

ries that was designed by Nichols. “The staircase is a master-

piece. We had to fit it in a small space, making it a geometric 
puzzle that my builder figured out,” she says.

UpsTAirs sANcTUAry
Nestled between the guest room and master suite at 

the top of the stairs is a landing area with enough room for 

a built-in seat. Both rooms have tongue-and-groove cedar 

ceiling planks and small diamond-shaped windows installed 
high up on walls facing the landing, adding character and de-

livering welcome sunlight. 

Reaching the master bedroom requires walking through 
a magnificent bathroom with a glass shower standing like a 
work of art in the middle, a freestanding Kallista claw-foot tub 
with light blue on the outside and brass-plated legs, an en-

closed toilet, and two marble-topped vanities.  
The master bedroom is a quiet sanctuary adorned 

in cream and gentle pops of crimson, coral and sage from 
suzani-inspired fabric draped from the ceiling over the bed 

and used for large pillows and curtains that reveal French 

doors opening onto the balcony where an atrium installed in 

the 1970s was removed. An elegant grass-cloth provides a 

subtle sheen to the walls and ceiling, and a small potbelly 
stove in an ivory shade seems right at home. Beams that run 

along the second story ceilings were faux painted by sarah 

Hausdoerffer of Crested Butte Faux Finishes to look older and 
seamless. 

The inviting upstairs guest room has the best view in 

the house and features board and batten paneling, punched 
tin hanging light fixtures, a patterned curtain that serves as 
a closet door, and twin beds covered in bold striped duvets. 
The en suite bathroom is short on space but big on style with 

a custom washstand vanity, green subway tiles on the walls 
and a glass shower with a skylight revealing splashes of blue 
sky and celestial views. 

www.butte.com
www.crestedbuttenow.com
www.thepeakcb.com
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Fechino-Alling points to the master suite as her favorite space 

in the house, and she also is partial to the kitchen, dining and liv-

ing space, main floor powder room and downstairs guest bedroom. 
“The home has lots of unexpected spaces. Ingrid describes it as 
Bohemian, but it’s very refined,” she says. “I love clients who bring 
me to a different level and make me do different styles, and then I 
develop something that flows nicely. The end product is esthetical-
ly beautiful and cohesive and very particular for Ingrid, and I don’t 
attempt to ever repeat it.” 

AN EVOLVING LOOK
Born and raised in Chicago, Gebavi worked as a real estate 

broker for several years and still maintains her license in Illinois. 
Currently, she is more focused on being a real estate investor and 
heads back to the Windy City periodically to see family and stays 
in her apartment there. Gebavi’s daughter and son relish visiting 
Crested Butte when they can get away from school, with Katie 
studying for a master’s degree at Pacific Oaks in California and John 
working toward a Ph.D. at Columbia University in New York City. 

Gebavi’s favorite hobbies include enjoying the outdoor recre-

ation options in the Gunnison-Crested Butte Valley, studying the 
fiddle, gardening and knitting. She also is looking forward to getting 
a few more stamps in her passport in 2018 and collecting some 
final items for her Crested Butte home on multi-week trip to Mo-

rocco. “I didn’t want the look of an instant home,” she says, “so the 
look is evolving over time.”  •

www.blacktieskis.com
www.thepeakcb.com
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A
t its best, a vacation 

home is place you can 

go to get away, to forget 

the world you’ve left be-

hind for a little while, surround yourself 

with the people you love and indulge in 

your favorite distractions. It’s your own 

piece of paradise. To build one takes 

vision, and a team of talented people, 

when it might just be easier to buy. But 

the payoff is a place that suits you and 
fits like an old pair of wading boots. 

That’s the 
old-school 
way”

STORY bY SeTh MenSIng
PHOTOS bY JAMeS RAY SPAhn

www.thepeakcb.com
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So when architect Andrew Hadley set out 

to design a vacation home for a Dallas family 

hoping to have a place in Crested Butte that 

really fit them, he started with the people and 
the property they’d chosen to build on. It was 

set between a world-class golf course and a 

river pulled right from an angler’s dream, with 
sweeping views of the historic town ranch and 

Paradise Divide. 

“You walk the property and find out what 
they’re excited about,” Hadley says. Before 
anything was built, he sat with the owner and 
watched the weather roll in and the trout rise, 
hearing about how the family loves the out-

doors and entertaining. “The bend in the river 

informed me to sort of play with that concept 

and have a bend in the house,” he says. “So it 
was that bend in the river and the panoramic 

view up to Paradise Divide that started to in-

form some of the design decisions.” 

continued on page 20

www.thepeakcb.com


 

123 Elk avEnuE

$1,900,000

7 silvEr lanE

$1,650,000

622 TEocalli avE #8B

$450,000

313 Maroon avEnuE

$2,595,000

1025 skyland drivE 

$3,200,000

1-6 acE courT 

 $1,199,000

326  Elk  AvEnuE  |   Downtown  CrEstED  ButtE  |  970.713.2000 

www.signAturEpropErtiEsCB.Com

tHinking ABout

BuYing or sElling?
Allow onE oF our EXpErt rEAltors to Assist You!

1120 wildwaTEr way  |  $3,200,000

www.signaturepropertiescb.com
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Together with Roger Cesario of 

Copper Creek Homes, they envisioned 

a great room that flowed in from the 
front door and out onto the deck, big 

enough for  family and friends, and a 

wall of windows looking out toward 

the west. Its four bedrooms and seven 

bathrooms are tucked away in quiet 

corners, making the great room and 

kitchen upstairs and the theater and 

game room downstairs, focal points in 

the house. 

While the home is open and airy, 

it is rich with depth and texture. The 

defining feature of the home’s interior 
is the truss work and timbers where 

Chris Lenox and his team at Combined 

Timber Crafts put their skills on display. 

Fashioned from reclaimed antique heart 

pine that was salvaged from a grain 

elevator outside of St. Louis, the tim-

berwork and joinery are the result of a 

six-month-long, somewhat proprietary 

process using tools and techniques that 

might be forgotten if it weren’t for such 
projects. “A lot of the joinery in there is 

what you would traditionally see in a 

hand-hewn timber frame construction,” 

Lenox says. “That’s the old-school way.”
During the design process, Lenox 

sat down with Cesario and Hadley, as 

well as Heidi Sherratt and Kelly Gal-

len from Interior Visions, who handled 

every detail of the home’s interior de-

sign, and sketched out ideas of what 

the otherwise empty vaulted ceilings 

might become. Ultimately he engi-

neered an elaborate system of box 

trusses, king posts and struts. There 

are dovetail joints and scissortail joints 

and proprietary joints he designed that 

you wouldn’t see from any other crafts-

men. And you’d be forgiven for thinking 
the scalloped surface of the wood was 

as old as the timbers themselves. But 

each one is actually shaped and col-

ored to fit the design in Lenox’s shop 
during construction. “He’s a mad scien-

tist,” the owner said of Lenox.

The timberwork extends through-

out the house and perfectly hides some 

of the automatic blinds, designed and 

installed by Blind Faith, as well as a lot 

of the lighting, which was designed by 

Eric Naughton of Electrical Logic Light-

ing Design. Lenox says he and Naugh-

ton worked closely to make the vaulted 

ceilings and truss work glow, drawing 

the eyes up and bringing out the detail 

in every grain and tool mark. 

continued on page 22

continued from page 18

www.thepeakcb.com
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YOur 

garage 

needs 

accessOries tOO!

We sell Bikes for the whole family 

and everything to go with them.

970.349.0515

207 elk avenue

bigalsbicYcleheaven.cOm

970.641.4740 | jreeserarchitect.com

J Reeser Architect LLC
202 Elk Avenue  |  970-349-0173

publichousecb.com

www.bigalsbicycleheaven.com
www.jreeserarchitect.com
www.publichousecb.com
www.thepeakcb.com
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MEGAN CLARK

970.209.3537

megan.clark@SothebysRealty.com       

Experienced, knowledgeable and honest, 
turning Crested Butte Dreams into Reality

The quintessential Crested Butte project ready 
for you to build your dream home

A truly magnificent getaway for the nature lover and outdoor 
adventurer with all the comforts of high quality style

1815 Sioux Rd- WildeRneSS StReamS

National Forest, fishing rights on the Slate, horse friendly 
and kettle ponds all literally out your door.

Just minutes from the heart of CB 

lot 10 Hidden mine RancH

214 GotHic avenue

Adding to the texture of the timbers, a moss-rock 

chimney rises from floor to ceiling, covered in living lichen 
the owner feeds with an occasional stout beer from a spray 
bottle. Heidi and Kelly also brought other natural stone 
such as limestone and marble into the design and paired it 
with classy, clean lines alongside furniture and fixtures that 
add a certain sophistication. The art that hangs through-

out the house adds even more depth to the interior space, 
giving it a real rustic elegance. A misty scene looking up 
the Slate River valley, a commissioned piece showing elk 
milling around an aspen grove, hangs above the fireplace 
and more than a dozen other pieces of art from Nick Reiti’s 
collection at Oh Be Joyful Gallery are on display. 

At nearly 4,400 square feet, the home hides its mass 
from the street and stays comfortable as it flows out with 
the landscape. It invites you in and then begs you to stay 
and watch the sunset. And still the mastery of it all is re-

vealed in the details, like a place built specially for you. A 
place to put your fly rod at the end of a long day and leave 
your old wading boots where they’ll be ready for tomor-
row. •

continued from page 20

www.thepeakcb.com
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Gunnison Country

Association of Realtors®

Would you like to net 31.5% more profit when 

you sell your home?

Use a Realtor®

Buyers start their home 

shopping online. For Sale by 
Owners are unlikely to get the 

online exposure they need.

FSBO homes sold at a 

median of $190,000, lower 
than the median of 

all homes at $250,000.

Information from the 2017 National Association of Realtors® 
Colorado Profile of Home Buyers and Sellers

INFORMATION SOURCES USED

Gunnison Country

Association of Realtors®

970.641.0895  |  gcaor.org
SHANNON RENICK

c.  970.209.6359

Custom Cupboards Cabinetry,  

Hunter Douglas Blinds & Tile sales

showroom:  427 Belleview Avenue 

alpinedwelling.com

123 Elk Ave, Unit 2   |   970.349.0806
andrew@andrewhadleyarch i tec t . comCelebrating 25 years in Crested Butte!

PHOTO BY MARK EWING

www.alpinedwelling.com
www.gcaor.org
www.thepeakcb.com


 

Date Title

Thursday July 5 Shake Your Butte with DJ Johnny Dynell

Friday July 6 Crested Butte Opera Studio Cabaret

Saturday July 7 Bluegrass: Bonnie & the Clydes

Sunday July 8 BEERoque Chamber Orchestra

Tuesday July 10 Japanese Garden: Outdoor Concert

Wednesday July 11 Crested Butte Opera Studio w/ Orchestra: Bernstein in Song

Thursday July 12 Fluxus Night: Community Performance Art

Friday July 13 Film: The Colorado

Saturday July 14 Symphony with Charles Yang, violin

Sunday July 15 Celebration Gala

Tuesday July 17 Opera: Falstaff Dress Rehearsal

Wednesday July 18 Hike-to Outdoor Concert w/ Alex Komodore and Friends

Thursday July 19 Opera: Verdi’s Falstaff

Friday July 20 Opera: Verdi’s Falstaff

Friday July 20 After Dark w/ Ron Earl

Saturday July 21 Opera: Verdi’s Falstaff

Sunday July 22 The Wild Chamber Music Party

Tuesday July 24 Sound Hearth Home Soirée: Crested Butte Opera Studio

Wednesday July 25 Gypsy Jazz Goes South: Hot Club in Latin and South America

Thursday July 26 Gypsy Jazz: John Jorgenson Quartet

Friday July 27 Altius String Quartet Performs Schubert’s “Death and the Maiden”

Sunday July 29 Tribute to Grappelli and Les Paul w/ Nicki Parrot and Jason Anick

Tuesday July 31 Redemption Songs and Sonatas

Thursday August 2 Steve Poltz, Singer-Songwriter

Friday August 3 Spinphony: Female Classical Rock Quartet

Satuday August 4 Don Byron and Aruán Ortiz, Jazz Superstars

Sunday August 5 Messiaen’s Quartet for the End of Time

Monday August 6 Sound Hearth Home Soirée: Mozart’s Vienna

Tuesday August 7 Aaron Diehl, solo jazz piano

Wednesday August 8 The Good, the Bad, the Devine: Morricone’s Spaghetti Western Film Scores

Thursday August 9 Natalia Zukerman in “The Women Who Rode Away: Songs and Portraits”

Friday August 10 In the Family: Eugenia and Arianna Zukerman

Saturday August 11 Mariachi on the Rocks – a Margarita March

Follow CBMF online:

PLEASE NOTE: All info is subject to change. Please see crestedbuttemusicfestival.org for the most up-to-date info.

www.crestedbuttemusicfestival.org/tickets
www.crestedbuttemusicfestival.org


 

Venue Time Price

Public House 10:00 PM $25

Center for the Arts 6:00 PM $40

Center for the Arts 8:00 PM $25

Center for the Arts 7:30 PM $50

TBA for Ticket Holders 2:00 PM $40

Center for the Arts 7:30 PM $50

Center for the Arts 7:30 PM FREE

Center for the Arts 7:30 PM $5

Center for the Arts 7:30 PM $50

Lodge at Mountaineer Square 5:30 PM $200

Center for the Arts 11:00 AM $10

TBA for Ticket Holders 11:00 AM $40

Center for the Arts 7:30 PM $50

Center for the Arts 7:30 PM $50

Center for the Arts 10:00 PM $5

Center for the Arts 7:30 PM $50

Center for the Arts 7:30 PM $40

Private Residence TBA 6:00 PM $160

Center for the Arts 8:00 PM $35

Center for the Arts 8:00 PM $35

Union Congregational Church 7:30 PM $40

Center for the Arts 8:00 PM $35

Center for the Arts 9:00 PM $25

Center for the Arts 8:00 PM $25

Center for the Arts 8:00 PM $25

Center for the Arts 8:00 PM $40

Center for the Arts 7:30 PM FREE

Private Residence TBA 6:00 PM $110

Center for the Arts 9:00 PM $40

Center for the Arts 8:00 PM $40

Center for the Arts 8:00 PM $40

Center for the Arts 7:30 PM $40

Town Parade 4:00 PM $20 crestedbuttemusicfestival.org/tickets

The Wild Chamber Music Party
Sunday, July 22, 2018 7:30 PM
At the Crested Butte Center for the Arts
Tickets $40.00

FILM: The Colorado
Friday, July 13, 2018 7:30 PM
At the Crested Butte Center for the Arts
Tickets $5.00

Enjoy these unique events & 

much more.

July 5-August 11, 2018.

CBMF Symphony Orchestra w/ Charles Yang
Saturday, July 14, 2018 7:30 PM
At the Crested Butte Center for the Arts
Tickets $50.00

www.crestedbuttemusicfestival.org/tickets


 

A new life for an

BOZAR’s 2017 pROject Of the yeAR 

resurrects a fixture of historic crested Butte



 

  2018_19  |   www.thepeakcb.com   |   27

 

S
ometimes to appreciate what something is, you first have 
to appreciate what it was and how it came to be. Looking 

down Elk Avenue toward Crested Butte Mountain, you see a cozy 
little Victorian mountain town, with its bright facades and beautiful 

surroundings. There’s a thriving main street lined with entrepre-

neurs hoping to make a living in an unlikely place. In a way it’s a 
modern iteration of an old story. But when you look a little deeper, 
you can see an enduring struggle against the elements, an out-

post at the edge of civilization in 1880 that would have changed or 
returned to the earth years ago if not for the people who inhabit it. 

When you walk into the barroom at the Public House at 202 
Elk Avenue, you can look above the booths opposite the bar and 
see an old black and white photograph of some of those people 

standing in the same room as it was a century ago. Derby hats and 

dingy suit jackets adorn the men and a small child in a long dress 

sits on the foot-rail, bookended by two spittoons. But when you 
look a little deeper still, you can see the bar in the photo is remark-

ably similar to the one the bartender stands behind today. 

It’s not by accident. 
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BY SETH MENSING
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When the owner’s representative, John Featherman, 

took on the rehabilitation project that would give new life to 

a building that had been a fixture in the town’s historic dis-

trict, he knew the outside would have to stay the same, not 

just similar. He would need to meet all the requirements set 

by the Board of Zoning and Architectural Review (BOZAR), 

whose mission is to preserve the town’s historic feel. 

He also knew the work wouldn’t stop there. 

The Public House was the vision of Chad and Blake Pike, 

owners of Crested Butte-based Eleven Experience, which 
operates Scarp Ridge Lodge and Taylor River Lodge (both in 

Gunnison County) and has other lodges in Europe and South 

America. The Pikes wanted to create an intimate high-quality 

music venue that would bring talented artists to town.

The company’s exacting standards meant the Victorian 
look on the outside of the building would need to be met 

with the same styles and textures inside. And beneath the 
ornate wallpaper and mahogany, the building’s construction 

and mechanical systems would be state-of-the-art. Add-

ing to the degree of difficulty, the reconstruction would in-

clude the addition of a basement where none existed before 
and the second floor space would be converted from office 
space into three well-appointed lofts. 

To help turn the owners’ vision into construction, Feath-

erman turned first to architect Dan Murphy and engineer 
Dodson Harper of Crested Butte-based Resource Engineer-
ing Group. Then he brought in general contractor Scott Hahn 

of Cedar Ridge Construction and Hahn’s right-hand-man Mi-
chael Luna, who together have a half-dozen historic recon-

structions under their belts. But the task ahead would still 

be a challenge for everyone involved. 

The building had been an important part of the business 

district since the town’s earliest days and, according to the 

historical record, is one of the few buildings unaffected in ei-
ther of Crested Butte’s major fires, in the 1890s. It was origi-
nally built in 1882 in the 300 block of Elk Avenue as a board-

ing house and saloon. A map from 1898 shows the building 
where it is now, moved there after the building previously on 

the site burned down five years earlier. 
From the late nineteenth century until 1930, John Rozich 

operated a bar in the building until he passed it down to his 

stepson, Ed Rozman. Ed ran the establishment, known as the 

Elk Head Bar, named for the record bull elk mount that hung 

on the wall, until 1957. After the bar closed, the building re-

mained a residence for the next 30 years until Rozman sold 
the building and it served as a retail shop. 

www.thepeakcb.com


 

  2018_19  |   www.thepeakcb.com   |   29

When the building was 

bought in 2013, town historic 

preservation coordinator Mol-

ly Minneman says, “The build-

ing wasn’t feeling very well.” 

It was tilted nine inches from 

front to back and leaned six 

inches from right to left. The 

stacked stone foundation the 

building sat on was sinking 

into the ground and the logs 

the entire structure once rest-

ed on had largely rotted away. 

But it still stood against the el-

ements. 

The first order of business 
was lifting the building so the base-

ment could be excavated and a prop-

er foundation poured. To do that the 

team would need to square and brace 

the building and cut holes in its walls 

big enough to slide long steel beams 

through. Using their time-tested meth-

od for lifting historic buildings, Vogy’s 

House Moving of Montrose lifted the 

entire structure four feet off the ground 
to allow the excavation to proceed. 

The first step in digging a 14-foot 
hole just a few yards from Coal Creek 

was finding ways to reinforce the walls 
so they wouldn’t cave in on workers as 

they removed tons of dirt and rock. This 

meant establishing a line of defense 

with some 225 concrete micro-piles 

around the building’s perimeter. Sev-

eral additional holes were excavated 

outside the basement area and pumps 

installed to remove as much water as 

possible before it could seep into the 

work space. 

“For six months we had these 

pumps and hoses pumping the water 

out of the ground and back into Coal 

Creek,” Hahn says. “We had 

pumps down in the hole too, 

because as we were digging 

there would be water just run-

ning out of the walls.”

A concrete slab a foot 

thick was poured and an elab-

orate basement wall system 

was devised to keep the water 

at bay. “We basically made the 

hull of a boat in reverse,” Hahn 

says. When they shut off the 
pumps, the groundwater re-

turned, climbing about eight 

feet up the foundation wall. 

But almost a year to the day 

after starting the first phase of construc-

tion, the walls were holding and the 

team prepared to set the building back 

on the ground. 

With wall studs that extended the 

entire height of the building and a base 

that was rotten throughout, the team set 

to work cutting the studs, which were 

2x4 dimensional lumber instead of the 
2x6 lumber that would be standard to-

day, to a uniform length and replacing 

the sill plate that would sit on the new 

foundation. 

www.thepeakcb.com
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As the building and the foundation came together, the team 

watched with anticipation. “We listened to the building creak, and 

when it came down it was still a little wavy, but a lot more straight 

than it was, which was pretty amazing,” Cedar Ridge’s Luna says. 

Today you’d have to look hard to see any wave at all. 

At that point the owners had, for the most part, met the town’s 

requirements and could have finished the interior as simply and 
quickly as possible. The windows had been refurbished and the 

front stoop, complete with a snowmelt system, was nearly indis-

tinguishable from the original wood. But they were only halfway 

done. For the next 12 months a team of nearly 40 subcontractors, 

all experts in their respective fields, worked long days around and 
over one another to get the job done. 

“The overall experience was incredibly rewarding,” Feath-

erman says. “Our development team took the time to hone the 

Pikes’ vision, work with the town and engaged a talented team of 

local craftsman to rehabilitate a piece of Crested Butte’s history. 

We’ve created a place to be enjoyed by locals and guests for 

centuries to come, which is something I am very proud of.”

continued on page 32

www.thepeakcb.com
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Casa Bella
Beauty in Kitchen, Bed & Bath

Gifts  |  Home Accessories  |  Bedding  

Kitchen and Bath Luxuries  |  Bridal Registry

casabellacb.com         (970) 349-6380

321 Elk Avenue

Pine Cone Hill

Rosy Rings

Staub

Zwilling Henckels

Lollia

Dash & Albert

LAFCO

Scandia Down

WESTWALL LUXURY 
SLOPESIDE RESIDEncES

Ownership includes 
Alpine Club Membership

A208 | 2 Bdrm | 2.5 Bath | $945,000
A206 | 3 Bdrm | 3.5 Bath | $1,650,000

127 MAROOn AvEnUE
Two historic homes in the heart 

of downtown Crested Butte. Fully 
renovated with high-end finishes, 
mature landscaping and private 

backyard. $1,800,000

39 AnTHRAcITE DRIvE 
4 Bdrm/ 5 Bath home with spacious 

floor plan, media room & fantastic views. 
Offered fully furnished, turn-key plus 

Homeowner’s Ski Run around
the corner! $2,100,000

GOLF cOURSE HOMESITE
Golf course property located 2 miles 
from town, great views, fishing rights, 

biking plus ski trails access. Club house 
with ski amenities.

$135,000

948 RIDGE ROAD 
Private wooded 3.64 acres homesite 

in Skyland golf course neighborhood 
bordering national forest. 6 Bdrm house 

plans included in price. 
$795,000

GRAnD LODGE 
Base area location, turn-key condos 

with extensive amenities. 
Full ownership with rental income. 
Studios, 1 & 2 Bedrooms starting at  

$85,000

HIDDEn MInE RAncH
35 Acre homesites just outside of town 
at the base of Whetstone Mountain. 
Gated community with 550+ acres of 

shared recreational land. 
Lot 13 ~ $289,500 / Lot 7 ~$649,000

PLAZA #538
Upper level 2 Bdrm/ 2 Bath condo 

with open living, kitchen/ dining room 
area. New renovation just completed, 

steps away from the slopes! 
$425,000

Meg Brethauer
Broker Associate 

Mobile: 970-209-1210    |    mbrethauer@cbmr.com   
RESORT REAL ESTATE

Flooring Experts in the Gunnison Valley

photo by Heidi Hommel

Free Estimates • Design Consultation 
Project Coordination • Updated Showroom 

Installation • Shipping/Receiving

115 S. 14th St. Gunnison, CO

  970-641-4712
 www.mountainsurfaces.com

www.casabellacb.com
www.mountainsurfaces.com
www.thepeakcb.com
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When you walk into the barroom of the 

Public House today, it’s a feast for the eyes, 

rich with dark mahogany wall panels, sumptu-

ous blue leather upholstery, reclaimed wood 

floors and custom ironwork from Crested 
Butte-based Blackstar Ironworks. Immaculate 

custom trim work, modeled on the original 

bar, extends from baseboards to crown mold-

ing and every detail in between and then con-

tinues through the entire building. All together 

the place feels like it was put in storage a cen-

tury ago and spruced up just for us to enjoy 

today. 

The refurbished building’s original de-

sign had a kitchen in the basement, which had 

been so elaborately engineered and execut-

ed that they saw a higher purpose for such 

a unique space. Eventually they imagined a 

cutting-edge performance venue, complete 

with state-of-the-art sound and lighting and a 

ventilation system that keeps the temperature 

perfect for 140 dancing fans. In the back pa-

trons are served drinks over the original bar, 

the same bar featured in the photograph up-

stairs. 

continued from page 30

www.thepeakcb.com
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Crested Butte 
Mountain Heritage Museum

EXPERIENCE 130+ YEARS OF LOCAL HISTORY

331 ELK AVENUE • 970-349-1880 • CRESTEDBUTTEMUSEUM.COM

CB MOUNTAIN BIKING • CHILDREN’S EXHIBIT 

MODEL TOWN & RAILROAD• VINTAGE GONDOLA 

TAKE A HISTORIC WALKING TOUR 

SHOP AT THE MUSEUM STORE • BOOK A PRIVATE PARTY

The music venue was inspired by historic 

New Orleans venues with a tradition of live mu-

sic such as the Maple Leaf and Tipitina’s. “If you 

haven’t seen a show in here yet, you should,” 

Featherman says. “The focus on sound quality 

and design provides an amazing live musical ex-

perience that both fans and musicians appreci-

ate.”

Tucked away in the back of the building, an 

elevator takes guests upstairs to three private 

lofts, while a stairway gives them private access 

to Elk Avenue. The rooms are bright, with light 

pouring in through the big, original double-hung 

windows. They’re plush and comfortable with 

the texture of reclaimed timber trusses and rich 

woolen wallpaper. 

Featherman says, “What I really loved about 

this project was that each floor has a unique 
space with different style and function elements; 
from a Western saloon, to an urban music venue 

to a high end lodge and each seamlessly existing 

under one roof.”

When the project was completed and opened for business 

on July 3, 2017, it was clear that the rehabilitation was a smash-

ing success. BOZAR chose it as Project of the Year for 2017 and 

the reconstruction added another 150 years of useful life to a 

building that was on its last legs. 

“They did such a fabulous job,” Minneman says of the build-

ing’s rehabilitation. “Somebody could say, ‘Well, it really doesn’t 

look that much different.’ And in a way they’re right. But that just 
means they did a really good job.” •

www.crestedbuttemuseum.com
www.cbwineandfood.com
www.thepeakcb.com
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With a healthy dose 
of rustic

story By Melissa Fenlon

W
hen we walk through the door, there’s a sense 

of joy. it feels like home.” stephanie land and 

her husband, Derek, along with their three children spend 

as much time as they can in their Crested Butte vacation 

home, especially during the hot austin summers. several 

weeks in the high country feel just right. 

“as soon as we make that turn on to sopris, we’re all so 

excited,” she says. “We’re anticipating the really great time 

we’re going to have.”

When the Lands bought their fixer-upper in downtown 
Crested Butte, they were looking for a place to relax and 

play as a family. What they were drawn to was a two-story 
home, originally built in the 1880s. it had been remodeled 

several times, but was in need of a major overhaul to fit the 
needs of a modern family.

The earliest record of the house at 219 sopris shows it 

belonged to a local businessman and saloonkeeper, Mike 

Fisher. He raised his five sons in the home while running 
a general store and a beer hall on elk avenue. later, the 

house was home to Martin “Teeny” Tezak, who was born in 

Floresta around 1910. He grew up in the house, along with 

his eight siblings. During this time, after the death of Tee-
ny’s father, the family took in boarders to make ends meet. 

“

www.thepeakcb.com
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photos By trent bona
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www.millercustomhomescb.com 

970.209.4392

miller custom homes • �n e w � con s t ruc t ion

• r emod e l s

• r e s i d e n t i a l

• comme r c i a l

photo by James Ray Spahn

Along the alley behind the house, there still sits a 

coal shed, along with a miner’s cabin, most likely built to 

house the boarders to whom the Tezaks rented. 

“It’s so great to think about the classic Crested Butte 

families who lived in this house,” says sixth-generation 

Crested Buttian Ben Somrak. 

Somrak, owner of Somrak Concept + Structure, 

served as the designer and general contractor on the re-

model. “We didn’t want to change the character of this 

home,” he explains. “We did a lot to stabilize the house, 

but we kept the character of it, the rustic, homey feel.” 

When working on a home that is more than 100 years 

old, there are challenges. One, says Somrak: “You never 

know what you’re getting into.”

Case in point: The second story floors. “The floors 
would just quiver under your boots,” he says. To stabilize 

the second floor, concrete was poured in the crawl space 
under new posts in the living room. These posts, which 

join the reclaimed beams on the ceilings throughout the 

home, were giving the structure not only a gorgeous aes-

thetic, but new life as well. Additionally, new floor joists 
were installed to straighten the warping floors.

continued on page 38

www.millercustomhomescb.com
www.thepeakcb.com
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photos by Nathan Bilow

For information visit crestedbuttearts.org

Join
 us for

 

an amazing 

Summer 

Season of a
ll

things a
rts!

SummerSeason

MUSIC ALPENGLOW FILMS ART CULINARY

Experienced Design Proven in the High Country

Design • Install 

Troubleshooting • Sales

Battery-Based / Grid-Connected

970.642.5554
www.nunatakenergy.com Jason Pozner, Lena Wilensky

Solar     

Wind     

Microhydro

www.crestedbuttearts.org
www.nunatakenergy.com
www.thepeakcb.com
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RIVER & MOUNTAIN HOMESTEADS AVAILABLE

wildercolorado.com   |   970.641.4545

elcome Home

To keep the historic feel of the house intact, Somrak and the 

homeowners retained as much as they could. From original bead 

board to antique back plates on the doors, the renovation feels 

original. 

The remodel was quick, only four months of construction, start 

to finish. “This type of transformation, especially on a tight schedule, 
takes a lot of collaboration and teamwork,” says Somrak.

In addition to Somrak and his expert team, another invaluable 

team member was Kim 

Raines, owner of Moun-

tain Colors in Crested 

Butte. Land says Raines 

became her right-hand 

gal since the home-

owner was in Austin 

during most of the con-

struction. “This is such 
a unique home,” says 

Raines. “It’s got so much 
character, and that’s 
what Crested Butte is all 

about.”

Raines loves the 

modern light fixtures 
she helped source for 

the project. “We chose modern shapes, but in a historic finish. It’s a 
nod to history but with a gorgeous, modern touch.” 

The modern metal light fixtures were installed throughout the 
house, paired with crisp white walls and trim (Benjamin Moore Chi-

na White) and dark painted doors (Benjamin Moore Iron Mountain), 
antique bead board and reclaimed beams—it’s a real rustic modern 
feel.

The Lands envisioned an open feel for the house. The first floor 
was opened up so you can easily see into the rear of the house, to 

a sunken living room—a soft, inviting navy blue sectional against re-

claimed wood shiplap, 

highlighted by decora-

tive buffalo skulls. 
The second floor of 

the house was “funky,” 
with multiple small 

bedrooms. The Lands 

were looking for a large 

master bedroom, along 

with a bunkroom and 

guestroom. By opening 

up some walls and re-

envisioning the layout, 

the upstairs now feels 

like a brand new home. 

continued on page 41

continued from page 36

www.wildercolorado.com
www.thepeakcb.com
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215 Elk Avenue       RedLadyRealty.com       970.349.5007

A tradition of teamwork focused on you from start to finish and beyond.

MOLLY ELDRIDGE
Owner 970.209.4234

DOUG KROFT
970.209.0373

MAGGIE DETHLOFF
970.209.7880

JOE GARCIA
970.209.4034

DIANE ARONOVIC
970.209.0405

JOYCE ROLOFF
970.209.4895

ANDREW ALLEN
970.209.3060

RYAN DICKENS
970.596.7879

SANDY PERRINO
970.275.6308

We provide 3D virtual tours 

for ALL residential listings.  

Tours are available 24/7/365, 

no matter where the buyer is.

Residential           Commercial           Hospitality
KPDSTUDIOS.COM                 970.349.2453

kPd Studios is Lead by Professional NCIDQ Certified Interior Designer, Kristine Pivarnik NCIDQ Cert. 024384970.274.1547
castlepeakproperty@gmail.com

www.castlepeakproperty.com

Fully Licensed, Bonded, and Insured

Second Home Care

Vacation Rental Care

Home Cleaning

Construction Cleaning

CASTLE PEAK  

property management, LLC

www.castlepeakproperty.com
www.kpdstudios.com
www.redladyrealty.com
www.thepeakcb.com
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915 W. San Juan, Gunnison • 817-771-1650



 

  2018_19  |   www.thepeakcb.com   |   41

•

Majestic Peaks
custoM hoMes

design ~ build ~ turnkey ~ custoM hoMes
crested butte - ridgway - telluride

970-240-9250  |  info@MajesticPeaks.com  |  MajesticPeaks.com

cedAr hoMes - indePendent deAler

contrActor

exceptional Post and beam strength ~ beauty ~ 72 years

In the end, it feels bigger than its 2,500 square feet.

When demolition on the home was under way, the crew un-

earthed multiple treasures were found. The first was a gorgeous 
wall of original wood shiplap in the entryway. Another treasure 

was the women’s page of a newspaper from the early 1900s 

behind a wall. A poster for a Crested Butte Mountain Theatre 

show in the late 1970s was found under a floor. 
“For me, that was a just a reminder of the history. You think 

about the lives that have lived there, the families that have been 

raised there. What life, what struggles have occurred inside 

those walls and how much the town has changed—from the 

mining town it was to the ski town of today,” says Land.

Historic photos of Crested Butte adorn the walls, hanging 

above modern rustic décor chosen so thoughtfully.

Bringing a new life to the house on Sopris was one of Som-

rak’s favorite jobs so far. “It’s rewarding to bring a new life to a 

historical home, while respecting the history of it at the same 

time,” he says.

The Land family can’t wait to spend part of their summer in 

Crested Butte. “Sometimes you go someplace and at the end of 

your stay, you feel ready to get back home,” Stephanie explains. 

“But not this place. It holds a special place for us.” •

continued from page 38

www.majesticpeaks.com
www.thepeakcb.com
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STORY bY CASSIE PENCE 

PHOTOS bY LYDIA STERN

L
oaded in my Chariot (the cart I tow behind my bicycle) are 

one toddler, two whole chickens, three canvas bags brim-

ming with vegetables and fruit from the farmers market, 

a couple dozen eggs and four bottles of wine. I tuck the 

springy carrot tops back in the bag away from my son’s 

face and snuggle in three loaves of bread on either side him. I’m picking up 

supplies for a summer party. It’s a heavy load, maybe my heaviest, but I’m not 

worried about the little over a mile I have to bike from town. I’m dreading the 

single-track trail that leads to my house, and specifically, the short, steep hill I 
must ascend before reaching my front door. 

Slate River Road is a relatively easy commute by bicycle, even with all 

this weight, and I laugh as my son orders me to ride “faster, momma, faster.” I 

stand up and out of my saddle, pressing all my body weight into the pedals to 

climb the last rolling hill before I reach the turn off to Wildbird—the pedestrian 
community where I live. I roll through our parking lot, where my neighbors and I 

leave our cars, and hit the trail we walk or bike to reach our homes. There are no 

driveways here. And yes, we live here year-round. There’s one vehicular access 

that we can use only in an emergency or for construction. It’s open only in sum-

mer, so you pray your water heater doesn’t break during winter.

The Slate River winds through the Wildbird property, a total of 40 acres, 
which is then hugged by conserved open space. I cross a bouncy footbridge to 

get to the other side of the Slate. I look behind me to ensure the wide wheels 

of the Chariot are centered and don’t fall off the narrow wooden plank. Success!

MANIfESTINg ouR DREAM one step at a time

www.thepeakcb.com
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Hippies founded 

Wildbird    in 

1969.

The trail flattens, tunneled by lush willow bush… 
but then I hit “The Hill.” I gear down all the way and 
again stand for momentum. I’m cursing myself that I 
wore flip-flops instead of sneakers and slide off the 
pedals. I push my bike up the remaining gravel-lined 
slope, slipping and sweating the entire way. At the top, 
I hop back on my bike and grind slowly until I reach my 
front door. I pull Ziggy out and he immediately chases 
a butterfly in the old stand of lupines that flank our trail. 
I check the produce—only one smashed tomato. Not 
bad. I smile. I feel satisfied and think to myself “There’s 
nothing like Wildbird to make you stronger.”

It’s been nearly six years (and a second child) since 
we “got into” this pedestrian community, and there’s no 
doubt we are stronger from it. My biceps are bigger and 
my grip more tenacious. I like to challenge how much I 
can carry, push in a wheelbarrow or pull in the sled dur-
ing winter. My neighbors and I joke about the physical 
demands of living in a pedestrian community, calling it 
“Wildbird CrossFit.” We joke that city slickers would pay 
good money to haul our groceries or stamp out our trail 
after a two-foot storm. 

Hippies founded Wildbird in 1969. They purchased 
“The Land,” the 40 acres, for $30,000, a mere $5,000 
each for the six home-sites. Ownership has changed 
only a handful of times, and when we got here, most 
of our neighbors had lived here for well over 20 years. 
And when I say we “got into” Wildbird, that’s exactly 
what I mean. We were accepted as if applying to an elite 
school. All of the remaining owners interviewed us, talks 
that sometimes lasted over an hour, to make sure we 
shared the Wildbird ethos. They wanted to make sure 
we, too, shared the love of no roads and would never 
ever change it. They had the right to refuse us, to buy 
the property themselves first, but thankfully they didn’t. 
We got the green light—it must have been the baby in 
my belly and the idea of breathing new life into this sa-
cred place.

Wildbird is the dream home. We searched for de-
cades, and it checks off all of our dream home criteria: 
full sun for large garden and solar panels, river views, 
well water, and acreage, yet close enough to town that 
we can bike or ski in. Each Wildbirder has his own septic, 
well and propane tank, and adding solar makes it quite 
easy to go off the grid. Shockingly, the octagon-shaped 
cabin was on the market for nearly four years. No one 
else could see its true potential, blocked by LSD con-
struction, the six resident pack rats, and ant colonies 
living in the walls. Or maybe it was just the walk that de-
terred potential buyers. For us, it was love at first sight. 
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We’ve gone through several re-

model phases to match our internal 

vision of dream home. We conserved 

the octagon, a strong spiritual shape 

for a home, expanding its five angles 
into a new great room with vaulted 

ceilings, American clay plaster walls 

and huge picture windows framing 

views of Gothic Mountain, Mt. Crested 

Butte, Whetstone and the river. The 

modern kitchen boasts an industrial 

range, concrete countertops, marble 

backsplash and open shelving. We re-

claimed the locally milled wood that 

lined every nook and cranny of the old 

house and used it for cabinets. It’s fan-

cy—especially by Wildbird standards. 

But at the end of the day, we still 

have a quarter-mile walk up a trail 

to reach this luxurious home in the 

woods. It’s the meditative walk that 

tethers us to Wildbird’s hippie roots 

and strengthens not only our bodies 

but also, most important, our connec-

tion to the land, to nature and to the 

seasons. 

It’s also forced us to consider our 

sustainability. Carrying out your trash 

and recycling 280 yards will do that.

In spring, out my kitchen win-

dow, I don’t see a driveway, I see 

snow melt to reveal seasonal ponds. 

These ponds beckon many different 
types of migratory birds, which is how 

Wildbird got its name. When we see 

the first heron return for the season—
those big, blue, prehistoric looking 

birds with a six-foot wingspan—we 

run down the trail and cheer. We know 

spring is coming and we are happy 

the birds have returned, since their 

habitat is at risk from the many, many 

people now using the Slate to stand-

up paddleboard.
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Spring awakens the chirping wood 

frogs, too—this tiny miraculous amphibian 

that can freeze itself and survive in very 

cold places. Its quacking sound, almost 

like a duck, fills our spring evenings. The 
frogs are so small, about the size of a fin-

gernail, we rarely actually see them. How-

ever, when you are a small child, it’s easy 

to discover other small creatures, and my 

son found one on our trail swimming in 

a puddle that forms when groundwater 

swells at night. We must have watched 

those tiny frog legs do the breaststroke for 

20 minutes before I pushed my son along 

to our destination, now quite late.

The trail—with all of its natural discov-

eries—is bittersweet. I’m almost always 

late, whether it’s for a meeting, a party or 

kindergarten. All kids are good dawdlers, 

but mine are bona fide experts because of 
the distractions on the trail. 

In winter, my daughter, Ruby, likes 

to follow tracks: big ones that might be 

moose or elk, to very tiny prints like mice 

or her favorite, the dynamic snowshoe 

hare stamp. 

In spring, the snow crusts allow us 

to walk, sled, or snow bike anywhere we 

like. No longer are we sinking to our knees 

or hips, depending on the snow year. This 
creates an even vaster playground hard to 

resist despite the school bell ringing.

In summer, I know to allow at least 

30 extra minutes for the simple pleasure 
of skipping rocks on the river. We have 

to cross the river to get to the other side, 

to our cars, and the draw of the moving 

water, whether skipping, wading, or in my 

daughter’s case, skinny-dipping, is truly 

unavoidable. Even as an adult, I cannot re-

sist the pull, and I’m still trying to beat my 

12-skip record.
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In fall, it’s usually the collection of fall-

en leaves, or again, the low, finally warm-

ish river that distracts us from the destina-

tion at hand. Fall is the best time to take 
“mud baths” because as the river shrinks, 
it reveals inviting warm clay. My kids strip 
naked and roll in it, looking like some kind 
of aborigine tribal warriors when they are 

done.

These stories of our natural wonder-

land are true, but living up a trail in a pe-

destrian community isn’t all mud baths and 
skinny dips. It has its challenges, too, and 
there are moments when I curse the trail, 
curse the load I have to carry, curse my kids 
for making me late, and I wish for a heated 
garage to pull into, like most Americans. 

I’ve dumped groceries in a snowstorm 
and had to dig out each item. 

On a particularly icy trail morning, the 
sled rope slipped through my fingers, and 
despite my superwoman dive for the sled, 
my kids went careening down “The Hill,” 
crashing into the willows. Luckily, no one 
was hurt, just buckets of tears and a purse 
full of snow. 

continued on page 49

BIGHORN REALTY

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.

305 Sixth Street • Downtown Crested Butte • www.bighornrealty.com

Jenny Knox
Broker Associate
Coldwell Banker Bighorn Realty
Cell:  (970)596-3402

Office:  (970)349-5313

MOON RIDGE RANCH

7 Moon Ridge Lane | RaRe oppoRtunity
$10,000,000     appRoxiMateLy 123 +/- acRes     

WateR RigHts
One OF A KInD LARGe ACReAGe PARCeL WITH DeVeLOPMenT 

POTenTIAL PeRFeCTLY LOCATeD BeTWeen CReSTeD BUTTe 
AnD MT. CReSTeD BUTTe.

 pReMieR Location 
LaRge 2.5 +/- acRe Lots     

$700,000-$800,000
PRIMe LOTS CLOSe TO TOWn 

PROVIDInG eXPAnSIVe VIeWS 
WALKInG DISTAnCe TO CReSTeD 
BUTTe AnD MT. CReSTeD BUTTe, 
InCLUSIVe OF WATeR TAP FeeS.

FOXTROT SUBDIVISION

Contact one of our loan officers

www.gunnisonsl.com

nmls 
# 483354

Janice English | senior Vice President  & chief loan officer 
970.641.2177   nmls # 491776

Eric magnus | senior loan officer 970.497.9908   nmls # 1221750

Kim Fahey  | loan officer 970.497.6076   nmls # 1534806

Home ownership is the ultimate American dream, and we can 

help make it come true. This is the biggest investment you’ll 

make, so start off on the right foot. 

Did you Know ... 

That we also provide the following loan types: 

VA, USDA, FHA and Jumbo Loans

www.gunnisonsl.com
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recommend... the King Systems Team.

Tom and Linda Biery - Mt. Crested Butte, CO and Houston, TX

I recommend King Systems for 
anyone interested in a high-end 

audio/video experience.
Tim and Andrea Lee - Mt. Crested Butte, CO and Houston, TX

I highly recommend King Systems to 
anyone in the market for the vast array 
of products and services they provide.

Bobby Warner - Crested Butte, CO
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World-Class service and support right here in CB.
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With full confidence I’d be glad to 
recommend... the King Systems Team.

I recommend King Systems for 
anyone interested in a high-end 

audio/video experience.

I highly recommend King Systems to 
anyone in the market for the vast array 
of products and services they provide.

GIVE NOW to help complete your new building!

Contact Jenny Birnie, Executive Director  |  970.349.7487  |  jenny@crestedbuttearts.org

buildingintheheARTS.org

walls or bridges?
      we’re building both.

In addition to Center presentations, your new building 

will be home to the Crested Butte Film Festival, The Art Studio, 

Crested Butte School of Dance, Crested Butte Wine & Food 

Festival and Crested Butte Music Festival. We connect the 

community to the arts. We need your help to continue construction.

There are mornings you wake up and 

the snow and wind have hidden the trail 

completely, making you fish for a walkable 
line. 

There was the one time the wood 

we use to heat our home was delivered 

after the first big snow dump and we had 
to hand-sled the entire cord up the trail. 

There’s a learning curve here at Wildbird.
There’s the dreaded thaw in spring 

when the trail rots and each step you post-

hole, very dangerous if you are carrying a 
baby on your back. And, as the thaw con-

tinues, our trail becomes an icy, balance 
beam threatening to twist your ankle or 
buckle a knee, and then we have to hand-
dig the whole thing out.

The aforementioned groundwater that 

swells and floods the trail in spring makes 
it literally impossible not to get wet stinky 
swamp-foot on your way to yoga class. 

Spring also brings the ticks, and check-

ing for the little bloodsuckers after heading 
down the trail for date night is not the most 
romantic way to begin dinner—especially if 
you find one.

If you forget something, like your car 
keys, you are no longer the usual 10 minutes 

behind schedule, but 20 minutes late.
Luckily, these scenarios were enough 

to keep most other mountain folk away from 
Wildbird, giving us the opportunity to mani-
fest our dream. It takes a special person to 
live in a pedestrian community. It’s a life that’s 
entrenched in nature, and just a little too in-

convenient for everyone else. •

continued from page 47
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STORY BY Kristy Acuff

PHOTOS BY LyDiA stErN

W
hen you walk into 

Erika Vohman’s all-

electric “net zero 

house,” the first thing that strikes you 
is the peace and quiet—no boilers 

running, no hot air blowing from the 
furnace. The second thing that strikes 
you is that it’s warm and cozy and full 
of natural light. And the third thing you 
think is, “this is a house, but it is also 

producing its own energy. It is also a 
mini-utility company.” 

Net zero means the home’s solar 

panels will, over the course of a year, 
produce at least as much energy as is 
consumed by the home’s occupants. 

“I feel peaceful. It feels really 
clean, spiritually and philosophically 

clean,” says Vohman. 

Her home stands out for what is 
present but also for what is absent: 
There’s a roof full of solar panels and 
no  natural gas line and boiler. 

“i can’t even tell you how happy i 

am not to have a gas line,” she says. “It 
feels independent and liberating and 
non-toxic.” 

Dave DiBerardino of Monsoon 

construction built the house with en-

ergy efficiency at the forefront of every 
decision and completed construction 

in March 2018. The walls and roof are 
insulated well beyond code require-

ments and the windows, while abun-

dant, are also above code and many 

are “fixed,” not opening, to prevent 
heat transfer. That is important in this 
Riverbend neighborhood just south of 
crested Butte where cold winter air 

collects and lingers. 
“in addition to the interior insula-

tion, the entire house is wrapped in a 

thermal envelope outside the framing 
and that stops leaks,” says DiBerardi-

no. “In a perfect world, everyone could 
build their homes this way. Think of 
the energy savings over 100 years for 
this home.” 

To capture the full benefit of the 
solar photovoltaic (PV) panels, there 

are three electric hot water tanks in 

the basement that act as batteries to 

store energy. When the sun is shining, 
the PV panels heat the water; at night, 
that water pumps through the floors of 
the 1,650-square-foot house as a heat 
source. the PV system is still tied to 

the electric grid, however, so Vohman 
could draw on that power if needed. 

“At the end of the year, Gunnison 

County Electric Association [GCEA] 
will look at how much power i con-

sumed and how much i produced. 

That is called ‘net-metering,’” says 
Vohman. “i will either owe money or, 

more likely, I will get a credit for my 
production.”

the photovoltaic system is a 6.7 

kilowatt system installed by local 

company Nunatak Energy Systems; it 
should produce nearly 900 kW hours 
every month. According to GCEA, 
average customers in the Gunnison 
County use 750 kW hours each month, 
so Vohman’s system should be more 

than enough to supply her needs.
“GCEA makes it easy for the av-

erage Joan to build a net metering 
system. in some places around the 

country, electric companies are trying 
to shut down net metering, but GCEA 
has been very supportive. It just cost 
an extra $500 for the net meter to be 
installed and that was it,” says DiB-

erardino. 

“I can watch online at SolarEdge 
and see real-time data for my pan-

els,” says Vohman. “it shows me how 

many kilowatts my panels generate 
and the CO2 emissions that are saved 
from that and the equivalent of trees 
planted as a result.”

Erika 
Vohman

Dave
DiBerardino
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That carbon emissions 

reduction was a catalyst for 

Vohman to build this home 

and for DiBerardino to build 

it. 

“Living in this house 

with all the electric power 

solely from solar cuts my 

carbon footprint and that 

feels good,” she says. 

“You have to believe 

that clean energy is the 

future. You’ve got to look 

long-term and think of the 

energy savings over time, 

over 100 years,” says DiB-

erardino. “The up-front cost 

is more but she will earn that 

back over time.”

All told, the extra cost 

for the solar panels, the 

thicker insulation and the 

higher-performing windows 

increased the overall cost 

of the house by 5 percent or 

6 percent or approximately 

$30,000, according to DiB-

erardino. Factor in the fact 

that Vohman did not pay to 

install a natural gas line or a 

boiler and assuming $2.000 a year in gas 

and electric utility costs saved, she could 

re-coup her costs in 15 years. She will also 

receive a federal rebate for some of the 

cost of the panels, approximately $8,000. 

Because of the large PV panel array 

and its kW capacity, Vohman’s house will 

more than likely produce more energy 

than she consumes this year. If that hap-

pens, she plans “to either put in a hot tub 

or get an electric car.” 

“In some solar houses, residents 

have to be careful about the timing of 

their energy use so they plan their show-

ers and dishwashing during times when 

their panels are producing,” says DiB-

erardino. “But the design of this house 

and the solar capacity provide enough of 

a buffer that she can live ‘normally’ with-

out having to adjust her habits. She can 

shower and run the dishwasher at night.” 

In addition to the hot water tanks, 

a state-of-the-art Tulikivi wood-burning 

masonry stove sits front and center in the 

home’s main room. Thousands of pounds 

of soapstone envelop the stove and act 

as a long-lasting furnace, radiating heat 

long after the fire is extinguished.
“Feel the stones. They are still so 

warm and I haven’t had a fire in it since 
last night. It is still radiating the next day. 

This will be my heat source for most of 

today,” Vohman says. “The stove is one of 

the key elements for this whole system to 

function.” 

“I wish that everyone who could af-

ford to build this way would do it,” says 

DiBerardino. “That would go a long way to 

helping our climate and the future for our 

kids and the planet.” 

Thoughtful design features through-

out the house center on sustainable, 

energy efficiency. South-facing fixed 
windows capture passive solar gain 

and a minimum number of doors limit 

air leaks. The kitchen cabinets were all 

constructed by local valley carpenters; 

nothing was outsourced. The lighting in 

the entire house is low-wattage LED, so 

6-watt LEDs replace 60-watt halogens. 

And the house is so tightly constructed 

and insulated that it needs 

a heat recovery ventilator to 

mechanically bring in fresh 

air when the windows are 

closed. 

But the house is more 

than just an energy-efficient 
mini-utility company; it is 

an eclectic modern home 

bathed in warm neutrals 

with splashes of color 

throughout. It lives and 

feels like a clean, modern 

space with few interior walls 

and unparalleled views of 

mountains in every direc-

tion. 

Unusually, there are 

two electric breaker box-

es—one tied to essential 

appliances such as the 

refrigerator and hot wa-

ter heaters—and the other 

tied to non-essentials such 

as lights, computers, cof-

fee machines, etc. When 

she leaves the house, she 

turns off the breaker for 
non-essentials to prevent 

appliances from drawing 

so-called phantom loads of electric-

ity simply by being plugged into the wall 

socket. 

“Phantom loads waste enormous 

energy and I have a simple solution. In-

stead of unplugging everything in my 

house every time I leave, I turn one 

switch,” says Vohman. 

“Some people worry that a solar 

house will be too hot in the summer, but 

the thermal mass of this house works 

both ways,” says DiBerardino. “In the 

summer when you wake up and it’s 55 

degrees, you close the windows to trap 

that cold nighttime air. The large thermal 

mass keeps that temperature constant 

through the day. It won’t get too hot, even 

with all the passive solar gain.”

So for those who think a life beyond 

natural gas is impossible or prohibitively 

expensive, Vohman’s home is proof posi-

tive that it can be done. With the right 

materials and design, even in this cold 

mountain climate, you can live off the sun, 
and that feels like a good thing to do. • 
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BOOM-A-RANG
221 N. Main St., Downtown Gunnison

970.641.3115     

BUY • SELL • CONSIGN
FURNITURE • CLOTHING • JEWELRY • BOOKS

We pick-up desirable furniture

New furniture 

at dealer prices

Eco-friendly 
since 1980

970-349-5313

BIGHORN REALTY

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.

305 Sixth Street 
at the 4-Way Stop
Downtown Crested Butte

Gunnison Office  

970-641-7055 

In The Main Place

Locally owned real estate leaders 
in the valley for over 30 years

COlDWell Banker BIGhOrn realTy

Visit our 4-way Webcam on  

www.bighornrealty.com

www.bighornrealty.com
www.blacktieskis.com
www.thepeakcb.com
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970-349-2504   |   www.blindfaithcb.com

Weddings 

Social 

 Corporate

Conference

Festivals

Non-profit Fundraisers

970.274.1547

westernslopeeventproductions@gmail.com

Premier event planning and production services at affordable prices

WESTERN SLOPE  
event productions, LLC

online

www.crestedbuttenews.com

...on the stands and in 

your hands every 

Thursday morning.

www.wow.crestedbuttenews.com
www.crestedbuttenews.com
www.blindfaithcb.com
www.thepeakcb.com
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Local since 1978 with the 
knowledge to show you all 

the valley has to offer

Mary Picciano, Broker

970.275.1271

picciano007@gmail.com

www.gunnisonbank.com

970-641-0320
232 W. Tomichi Ave., Gunnison

www.crestedbuttebank.com

970-349-0170
6th (Hwy. 135) & Gothic Ave., 

Crested Butte

Friendly, knowledgable, local people who will help 
you find the loan that is right for you. 

Your town.
Your home.
Your bank.

The Gunnison Bank and Trust Company

Full Service Mortgage Department   970.349.0170 • 970.641.7841

www.crestedbuttebank.com
www.gunnisonbank.com
www.electronicsolutions.info
www.thepeakcb.com
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W
alking into Sarah Schmitz’ flower shop, From the Ground Up, the 
richness of deep green, musty earth and life with its pungent 
kick hits your senses like a walk into the woods on a new spring 
day. Sarah is sitting at a tall work table drinking a green smooth-

ie from a mason jar, and she seems one with her surroundings, 
like a tall fern unfurled in a terrarium. A mini botanical garden, 
the shop is a place you’d want to visit in mid-winter to get your 
fix of greenery, and in the summer, when brides-to-be are gear-
ing up for their big day, flowers fill every inch of the shop’s floor.

Sarah grew up in Denver with a love for plants and a green thumb mom who always had backyard flow-

er gardens whose blooms found their way into colorful arrangements throughout the house. Sarah’s known 
the common names of flowers since her childhood, when her mother would point them out. She attributes 
her inspiration and love of plants to her mother. Sarah spent much of her childhood outside, digging in the 
dirt and playing in the sunshine, but she never had an inkling that one day flora would become her career.

She attended Western State College (now Western State Colorado University) in Gunnison, focusing on 
botany and Rocky Mountain flora. She graduated with a bachelor of science degree in biology, and moved 
to Crested Butte. After various jobs that had nothing to do with her degree, and inquiries from her parents 
about what she planned on doing with her life, Sarah returned 
to Denver in 2013 to attend a five-week flower arranging pro-

gram at Trim Floral International School, interning at a flow-

er shop and event company there. Eights months later, she 
came home to Crested Butte, where she still had multiple 
jobs to keep afloat but started her floral arranging business, 
From the Ground Up. 

Sarah knew she wanted to be in Crested Butte for many 
reasons, including the natural beauty of the area, but she also 
noted that are so many events here and there isn’t much in 
the way of competition in the floral arranging field. She felt 
it’s a small enough town to make it easy to become success-

ful. Sarah knew how fortunate she was to have found a space 
for her start-up studio, a hunting cabin with electricity out at 
Nicholson Lake. Working out of this cabin in the woods, Sarah 
would deliver her creations for weddings and events. Wed-

ding planners started recommending her and through word 
of mouth, her business took off, keeping Sarah very busy after 
that very first year.

STORY bY DAWNE BELLoISE
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Now in her new space at 423 Bel-

leview, Unit 2, clients can walk in for 

consultation, orders, or just to take in 

the aroma of the living green of ev-

ery sort of foliage, from succulents, 

hanging ferns, and carnivorous pitch-

er plants, to a wide variety of both 

flowering and exotic houseplants. Her 
positive attitude toward life in general 

suffuses her work environment, add-

ing to that happy work space. 
Sarah points out there are various 

plants that can contribute to a healthy 

living environment and help with 

oxygen level since plants breathe in 
CO2 and emit oxygen. There are cer-
tain plants for your bedroom that can 

help you sleep better at night and 

other plants that can contribute to 

your wellbeing, such as 

spider plants, which are 

good for detoxifying the 
air. Sarah goes to Denver 
once a month to stock 

up on plants, and she 

also takes special orders 

from clients. 
Sarah feels that 

she learns more every 

day about plants and 

arrangements, through 

the multitude of work-

shops and seminars 

available to florists. Ev-

ery year the trends in 

flower arrangements change; for ex-

ample, Sarah says the current trend is 

gold and copper containers with neu-

tral colors in flowers—blushes, pale 

peaches, earth tones of sandy, nude, 

taupe brown and champagne, more 

of an antique, Victorian look. 
Sarah likes to use lots of texture 

in her arrangements so she’ll add el-

ements like of sprigs of blackberries 

and figs to lend interest to the scene. 
Her intention is to make sure there’s a 
more compelling composition. 

The table arrangements these 
days are very much eclectic, not con-

sistent as they have been in the past, 

and can vary from table to table in a 

single event or wedding. Sarah will in-

corporate several different types and 
often shops for attention-getting vin-

tage vessels, dishes, bowls and vases 

for her arrangements. 
Traditions aren’t followed as 

closely anymore; for 
instance, mothers of 

the brides don’t have 

to wear flowers, brides 
don’t carry specific 
types or shapes of bou-

quets, and flowers don’t 
have to be on every ta-

ble. People now utilize 
candles and gems scat-

tered over the tabletops. 
There are more do-it-
yourself weddings these 

days, so they’re far more 

eclectic, according to 

Sarah.

continued on page 60
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INTERNAL MEDICINE WALK-IN CLINIC

Treating illnesses and minor injuries, and 
offering IV hydration

Accepting patients of all ages 
and most insurances

ASK FOR ALPINE!

9 a.m. - 7 p.m. Friday through Monday

405 ELK AVE CRESTED BUTTE

970-641-6788

U R G E N T  C A R E

Bringing Olympic-level care to the 
residents and guests of Gunnison Valley

alpineorthopaedics.com

970-641-6788
Crested Butte // Gunnison // Telluride

www.alpineorthopaedics.com
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Sarah loves that flowers come in so many shapes, colors 
and sizes, and new species are being discovered every day. Her 
flowers will usually come from South America, mostly in the 
winter, and they last for weeks. In the summertime she gets 
many of her flowers locally from area growers. She is endlessly 
inspired by the Crested Butte landscape, hiking and biking, ex-
ploring what wildflowers are in bloom. Although she gets many 
requests from brides-to-be about cutting the local wildflowers 
to use in arrangements, she emphatically informs them that 
it’s not only illegal, it’s unethical and bad for the reproductive 
cycles and survival of our wildflowers. Additionally, wildflowers 
aren’t good as cut flowers because they wilt and shrivel and will 
not last for even hours. 

continued from page 58

continued on page 63

p
h

o
t

o
s

 b
y

 m
e

l
is

s
a

 f
e

n
l

o
n

www.thepeakcb.com


 

ApertureCB.com | 970.349. 6692 | Charlie Farnan cfarnan@mountainoffice.com | Joel Vosburg jvosburg@mountainoffice.com |  Bluebird Real Estate Mountain Office

A place that mirrors what matters most.  Epic views of Mt. Crested Butte and Paradise Divide. The Slate River 

meandering through your backyard.  Aperture is the only place where you can enjoy the best of mountain living with 

the convenience of being located just steps from Crested Butte’s historic downtown.  Only 23 homesites available.

www.aperturecb.com
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D e f i n i n g  M o u n t a i n  S t y l e

Interi   r Visions

Full Service Interior Design Studio
Chosen as one of Mountain Living Magazine’s 
most talented interior designers in 2018.

313 Elk Ave • 970.349.5352 
www.interiorvisionscrestedbutte.com

Diamond Blue Pool & Spa

970.349.6202

DiamondBlueSpa.com

Energy Efficient Hot Tubs

Supplies

Pool Tables 

Maintenance Contracts

Repairs on all makes and models

329 Belleview Avenue, Crested Butte

home hydrotherapy
®Billiards & Accessories

www.diamondbluespa.com
www.interiorvisionscrestedbutte.com
www.reservecb.com/fullvideo
www.reservecb.com/fullvideo
www.bighornrealty.com
www.thepeakcb.com
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THE 
VALUE 
OF AN 
APPRENTICE

There are some things he’ll remember forever, like the first time you handed him 

a roller and held it steady. The moment he got his first taste of accomplishment is 

golden. At True Value® we help make those memories happen. We’re more than just 

paint, tools and supplies. We’re about family and the value of nurturing the next 

generation of do-it-yourselfers — one smeared wall at a time. 

©2018 True Value® Company. All rights reserved.

Crested Butte
True Value
607 6th St.
Crested Butte, CO 81224
(970) 349-5305

Colette E Kraatz
Broker Associate

970-376-7304 Mobile     ckraatz@cbmr.com

     www.cbliving.com

Lucky enough to call Crested Butte my home!

Representing both Buyers and Sellers Valley Wide

Brides often ask what will be blooming 

here at the time of their weddings so they can 

coordinate their colors to the natural surround-

ings. However, Sarah says it’s impossible to de-

termine since the blooms depend on weather 

and moisture, last year’s snowfall and the tem-

perature. 

Summertime is Sarah’s favorite season, 

but it’s also the time she works the most. She 

does more than 50 weddings and 70 events 

that include rehearsal dinners and other events. 

The craziness starts in June and lasts through 

October, with June and July being her busiest 

months. Last summer she had two designers 

and a local high school student working for her, 

helping with deliveries and big events. She also 

provides weekly flower arrangements to vari-
ous local businesses, from lodging and hotels 

to real estate offices and restaurants. Indepen-

dently, clients will also call for special delivery 

flowers for birthdays and other celebrations.
Since May 1, 2017, Sarah has had her re-

tail shop in town, which she says she loves 

because it enables her to be more available to 

the community. It’s mostly locals who visit the 
space because most tourists and out-of-town 

customers don’t know she’s back there behind 

Soma. 

continued from page 60
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Buying? Refinancing?
expeRt seRvice with a local touch

• home puRchases

• jumBo loans

• Refinance

• fha, usDa, va

Sarah Baskfield   |   970-596-4949 
sarah@cbloanz.com

Serving the Gunnison Valley since 2000

coloRaDo moRtgage 
pRofessional

Finest
Properties

S E L L I N G

C R E S T E D  B U T T E  &  G U N N I S O N ’ S

L I F E S T Y L E  / /  I N V E S T M E N T  / /  C O M M E R C I A L

Cell 970-596-1394

Office 970-349-1394

319 Elk Avenue | Suite F

Crested Butte, CO 81224

T H E H E AT H E R W O O D W A R D T E A M . C O M

Sarah has a loyal group of customers who pass 

the word about her business and talent and who 

also attend her horticultural workshops in wreath 

making, floral arranging, and terrarium and vivarium 
creating. Sarah’s own vivarium (a glass enclosed 
environment with living inhabitants such as frogs, 
lizards and insects) is a tall tank of a wonderland 

with more than 15 types of orchids and she’s always 

adding more tropical plants to it. 

Sarah’s world is magical, both a universe unto 
itself and a microcosm in bloom residing in the 

heart of Crested Butte and its wilderness. 

From the Ground Up is located at 423 Belleview, Unit 2. •

www.theheatherwoodwardteam.com
www.thepeakcb.com
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Crested Butte Concrete, LLC
PO Box 4313  |   970-596-9896

info@crestedbutteconcrete.com

From the rough to the refi ned, 
CRESTED BUTTE CONCRETE can help 

you enrich your mountain living 
experience: offering foundations, 

driveways, floors and patios. 
Since 2007

Jay Stephenson, Owner

connect 

discover 

imagine 

learn 

gunnisoncountylibraries.org

gunnison: 
MON-THUR 9-7 pm · FRI 9-6 pm 

SAT 10-4 pm · SUN 1-5 pm

307 N. Wisconsin · 970.641.3485

crested butte: 
MON-THUR 9-7 pm · FRI 9-6 pm 

SAT 11-4 pm · SUN 1-5 pm

504 Maroon  ·  970.349.6535

localborrow a book, movie,
dvd player

use wifi & printers
attend a program 

local policy discussions
access to high quality 

journalism & information

local Get a library card and 
join the community today!

www.gunnisoncountylibraries.org
www.freestylearchitects.com
www.thepeakcb.com


 

66   | www.thepeakcb.com   |   2018_19

I
t is a Tuesday at Tassi-

nong Farms Food and 

Wine in Crested Butte 

South, and the people 

coming and going 

are as diverse as the 

space itself. Two young farmers 

emerge through the back door; 

they’ve been hired to help grow 

the greens and vegetables that 

make up Tassinong’s menu and 

want to talk over plans. 

Over tea and coffee, two 
men discuss the art collection 

that adorns the walls—one man 

owns an art gallery in Crested 

Butte and wants to know more 

about the featured artists. Two 

people come in to buy greens. 

A couple of women arrive for an 

early lunch and a glass of wine 

from the Italian state-of-the-art 

wine dispenser along the back 

wall. Yet another woman enters 

with her laptop; it’s time for a 

working lunch. 

At the center of it all is Kate 

Haverkampf, who owns Tassi-

nong Farms Food and Wine with 

her husband. She reviews the 

farming plan with her employ-

ees (more carrots get added to 

the line-up), thanks the art afi-

cionados for coming down to 

the “south side,” and greets her 

lunchtime diners—who order 

without looking at the menu—

by name. 

continued on page 69
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KRAMER PARK 
ITHACA, NY 

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N  O N  G R E E N  P O W E R ,  P L E A S E  
V I S I T  W W W . G C E A . C O O P  O R  C A L L  9 7 0 - 6 4 1 - 3 5 2 0 .

GREENPOWER 

POWERING POSSIBILITIES BY 

OFFERING MEMBERS CHOICES!

G U N N I S O N  C O U N T Y  E L E C T R I C  A S S O C I A T I O N  O F F E R S  
M E M B E R S  T H E  C H O I C E  T O  B U Y  B L O C K S  O F  G R E E N  

P O W E R  T O  O F F S E T  T H E I R  U S A G E  A N D  S U P P O R T  
R E N E W A B L E  E N E R G Y  F O R  A N  A D D I T I O N A L  C O S T  O F  

1 2  C E N T S  P E R  1 0 0  K W H  B L O C K .

T H E  P R O G R A M  A L S O  A L L O W S  
M E M B E R S  T O  O F F S E T  1 0 0 %  O F  

M O N T H L Y  U S A G E  W I T H  G R E E N  P O W E R .  
W I T H  T H I S  O P T I O N ,  T H E  G R E E N  

P O W E R  F E E  W I L L  B E  C A L C U L A T E D  
B A S E D  O N  K W H  U S A G E .

N O W ,  2 5 %  O F  W H A T  Y O U  P A Y  
F O R  G R E E N  P O W E R  W I L L  G O  I N T O  

A  L O C A L  R E N E W A B L E  F U N D  T O  
H E L P  F I N A N C E  L O C A L  R E N E W A B L E  

P R O J E C T S  I N  T H E  F U T U R E .  

J O I N  O V E R  5 0 0  O T H E R  G C E A  M E M B E R S  
I N  S U P P O R T I N G  G R E E N  P O W E R !

Fireplace Sales, Installation & Service

www.mountainfireplacespecialists.com

Showroom
515 W. Tomichi

Gunnison

970-641-6882

wood, gas, pellet & chimney    |    sales & service

backcountry 

cannabis

Open daily 9am-9pm
for retail cannabis sales

Veteran and Senior diScount. 

329 belleview avenue, 

crested butte, colorado

970-349-7350

www.w.able.energy
www.mountainfireplacespecialists.com
www.gcea.coop
www.wwwthepeakcb.com
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The surprise, perhaps, is the 

location. This isn’t downtown Crest-

ed Butte, but Crested Butte South, 

seven miles south of town. And the 

scene feels like two ideas in one: 

the welcoming, personalized at-

mosphere small-town Colorado is 

known for and a taste of something 

more urbane in the sleekness of the 

wine machine and the modern art 

on the walls. 

The combination keeps people 

coming back, whether they’re buy-

ing local greens or indulging in a 

charcuterie board and a glass of 

wine. For some, Tassinong is the lo-

cal farm. For others, it’s a wine bar, 

a spot for mid-morning cup of Joe, 

or a lunch spot that doesn’t require 

driving to town. Kate isn’t concerned 

with how people define it—whatev-

er they call it, she prefers to focus on 

what it provides for the community.

“I wanted a place for people to 

come and talk to each other, outside 

of their phones and outside of their 

computers. That’s the way this place 

was designed—with those thoughts 
in mind. I was trying to make it more 

of a community place and a relaxing 

place. You can come by yourself or 

you can come with a friend or you 

can come with six people,” Kate 

says.

The storefront opened in De-

cember last year, but Tassinong 

started as a farm, named for a family 

farm in Indiana and now retro-fitted 
with shipping containers behind the 

main building that house hydro-

ponic farms. In them, Kate and her 

staff grow greens such as lettuce, 
kale, and chard, and even carrots 

and radishes year-round. Kate sold 

those greens to local residents and 

restaurants while she figured out 

what the storefront would be. 

She knew that any commer-

cial space had to feature the farm’s 

produce, but she wanted to offer the 
community more than a farm stand. 

She saw a need in Crested Butte 

South for a place where people 

could spend time with each other, 

whether they arrived together or 

met there. She ended up design-

ing four in one—farm stand, coffee 
shop, wine bar and restaurant—and 
carefully considered each feature to 

facilitate a community feel. 

The greens available for pur-

chase are kept in the kitchen to keep 

the front free of clutter. There are a 

handful of tables and a few cozy 

armchairs, and at times, people 

share their space with newcomers. 

The walls, free of display cases, are 

filled with art from the Haverkampfs’ 
personal collection.

continued from page 66
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One piece in particular has become something of a conversa-

tion starter: an oil on canvas by Daryl Trivieri called “On Groundhog 

Day There Was a Magic Egg Hunt.” It looks part painting and part 

photograph, like it just might have hidden images throughout. It gets 

people talking, whether or not they consider themselves art aficiona-

dos. And that interaction is exactly what Kate wanted to see.

“You might meet somebody you don’t know. You might talk to 

someone you never had a chance to speak to before. It’s small and 

intimate, nothing that feels cavernous when you walk in. I’d rather it 

feel full and cozy than big and empty,” she says. 

Even the stainless steel and glass wine dispenser creates a 

buzz. Wine drinkers don’t have to wait for a waiter to refill their glass-

es. They can peruse the options and select a taste, a half-pour or a 

full glass. Kate and her husband saw similar machines during some 

of their travels, and they loved the way the dispenser lets people try 

new wines without committing to a whole glass. 

“I didn’t want it to be a place where you were stuck with a glass of 

wine you didn’t like,” Kate says, noting that it also lets people branch 

out. “If you don’t like wine this is a good way for people to get to know 

it. If you do like wine it’s a good way for people to branch out. And if 

you really love wine then you’ll appreciate the technology behind it.” 

The same philosophy guides the menu, which changes season-

ally and features fresh gourmet salads (using Tassinong greens, of 

course), build-your-own charcuterie boards and a sampling of small 

plates. Last winter, options like the Moroccan meatball, green moz-

zarella mini-sandwich and white bean cumin dip made it possible to 

sample a variety of foods without eating too much or committing to 

one thing. 

continued on page 73

architectural & interior design

Walk in design center
115 elk ave.   crested Butte, cO   970-349-7550

studiOWestinteriOrs.cOm

upholstery  •  lighting  •  appliances  •  cabinetry
tile  •  Window coverings  •  closets

studio West

www.studiowestinteriors.com
www.thepeakcb.com
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CREATIVE OUTDOOR SPACES 
& CUSTOM GARDENS

Landscape Installation  |  Seasonal Maintenance 
Garden Center

rockymountaintrees.com

970-349-6361

Xavier Fane

2018 ALCC Elite Landscape 
Construction Finalist

KITCHEN + BATH    

HARDWARE

KNOBS + PULLS

INTERIOR LIGHTING

EXTERIOR  

LIGHTING
PAINT + STAIN

Welcome to Mountain Colors Paint + Design!
For 20 years, we have been locally owned and operated and dedicated  

to serving the needs of consumers and contractors in and around  
Crested Butte. Have questions on a home improvement project? Please 
visit our website or call our knowledgeable staff. Then, come by for the 

unique service experience you can only receive at Mountain Colors!

MountainColorsinCB.com  |  (970) 349.9200  |  301 Belleview Ave.

www.mountaincolorsincb.com
www.rockymountaintrees.com
www.thepeakcb.com
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970-209-5111www.jamesrayspahn.com
ARCHITECTURE, INTERIOR, LIFESTYLE & RESORT PHOTOGRAPHY

www.jamesrayspahn.com
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Kate felt strongly that if she was going to 

serve food, it had to be healthy, it had to 

be homemade, and it had to offer rea-

sonable portions. She never wanted 

people to leave feeling ill because 

they’d eaten too much. She hired 

chef Callie Koch, who owned 

Ingrained Bakery in Fort Collins, 

to help her do that. Her baking 

skills are evident in a selection of 

baked treats, and locals are fast 

finding sweet and savory favorites 
on the menu.

Tassinong Farms Food and Wine 

has been such a hit that Kate has had to stop 

selling greens to other restaurants in order to serve her 

customers first. And many people are asking her to open loca-

tions in Crested Butte or Gunnison. 

The Haverkampfs, however, are committed to Crested 

Butte South. It’s where they live, it’s where they work, and Tassi-

nong is filling a niche—whether that’s as the local farm, the lo-

cal wine bar or something else.   

“It is so many things,” Kate says. “That’s why I want people 

to discover it and figure out what it is to them.”
At the time of publication, Tassinong Farms Food and 

Wine was open from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Check the website, www.

tassinongfarms.com, for current hours. •

970.349.2571

www.crestedbuttewildfl owerfestival.com

You Belong Among the 
Wildflowers

hikes, photography, art classes, 
culinary & medicinal, garden tours 
birding & butterfl ies, 
geology & geobotany

Crested Butte Wildflower Festival
July 6-15, 2018

Riverland Industrial Park • Crested Butte, CO 81224

www.blackjackgaragedoor.com

970.275.8929

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Quality Sales, Service & Repairs

Custom Wood & Steel Overlays

Emergency Door & Operator Service

servicing most brands

FREE ESTIMATES

continued from page 70

www.tassinongfarms.com
www.blackjackgaragedoor.com
www.crestedbuttewildflowerfestival.com
www.thepeakcb.com
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Burnett ConstruCtion, inC.

DRYWALL
Rob Burnett (970) 596-2197 

www.drywallburnettconstruction.com

Owned and Operated by Rob and Happy Burnett

Serving the Gunnison Valley Since 1991

Small Patches, Smooth Wall, Custom Textures, and Decorative Plaster

 

Sam Lumb
970.275.2448 cell
Sam.Lumb@sir.com

CrestedButteSothebysRealty.com

Knowledge and Experience

 “In Trees We Please” CERTIFIED ARBORISTS, RELIABLE & PROFESSIONAL

Planting • Pruning • Tree Removal • Stump Grinding 

Tree Health Consulting • DeepRoot Watering & Fertilization

Disease/Insect Management & Prevention

FULLY INSURED | Call for a FREE Estimate!

RM-7043A
RM-7925A

“Thanks for your excellent service, Dario. It’s a pleasure 

having you guys on-site.” - Benjamin, Crested Butte

970-209-3916 | 970-707-4067 | www.treetamersinc.com

Keep us in mind for your 

snow removal needs  

this winter!

970.641.1819

601 West Highway 50

Gunnison

Open Monday - Friday 7 am-5 pm

Saturday 8 am-1 pm 

 Closed Sunday

western_lumber@yahoo.com

Robert B. Vandervoort

PO Box 802 • Crested Butte, 81224

970.349.5159 / 970.901.7277
www.bearcatCB.com

DEDICATED TO A FINE HOME AT A FAIR PRICE

From Conception to Completion:

Knowledgeable in Planning and Design
Second and Third Generation Builders!!!
Dutch Craftsmanship, with an Eye on the Budget
One Stop for Commercial, Residential and Renovation

Bearcat Builders, Inc

Custom BriCk Driveways 
Patios & WalkWays • Brick sales

call Paul Barney for free estimates

970-209-8605 • BeckwithBrick.com

405 4th Street • CB • 970-349-5132 • 8 to 8 Daily

~Proudly Serving the Crested Butte Community since 1986~
excavations

Welding  •  trenching  •  Utilities  

Retaining Walls  •  snow Removal

Call Hank 

970.275.5313 
for an estimate

king@crestedbutte.net

www.drywallburnettconstruction.com
www.crestedbuttesothebysrealty.com
www.treetamersinc.com
www.bearcatcb.com
www.beckwithbrick.com
www.thepeakcb.com
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 business listings
ALTERNATIVE ENERGY

Dragon Sheet Metal

970.349.6231

301 Belleview Avenue, Crested Butte
dragonsheetmetal@gmail.com

www.dragonsheetmetal.com

Nunatak Alternative Energy Solutions
Jay Pozner & Lena Wilensky

970.642.5554

www.nunatakenergy.com

ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN

Andrew Hadley Architect
970.349.0806

123 Elk Ave #2, Crested Butte
www.andrewhadleyarchitect.com

Freestyle Architects, PC
Jim Barney, Architect, LEED AP

Karen Barney, Architect, LEED AP

970.596.8126

319 Elk Avenue, Unit E, Crested Butte
www.freestylearchitects.com

J Reeser Architect, LLC 
970.641.4740

PO Box 599 | 117 W. Georgia, Gunnison

info@jreeserarchitect.com

www.jreeserarchitect.com

ARTISTS & ART GALLERIES

James Ray Spahn, Photographer
970.209.5111

www.jamesrayspahn.com

John Ingham Fine Art Gallery
970.349.1516

403 Third Street, Crested Butte
John Ingham Fine Art:

www.InghamArt.com

Susan Marrion Fine Art Oils:

www.SusanMarrionArt.com

Raynor Czerwinski Fine Art Photography:

www.LucidLandscape.com

 

BUILDERS & ENGINEERS

Bearcat Builders, Inc.
Robert Vandervoort

970.349.5159 | 970.901.7277

PO Box 802, Crested Butte
bearcatcb@gmail.com

www.bearcatCB.com

Beckwith Brick
Paul Barney

970.209.8605

paul@beckwithbrick.com

www.beckwithbrick.com

Burnett Construction, Inc.
Rob & Happy Burnett 
970.596.2197

PO Box 712, Crested Butte
burnettconstruction@hotmail.com
www.drywallburnettconstruction.com

Copper Creek Homes, LLC
Roger Cesario

970.349.5462

116 6th Street, Suite 204, Crested Butte
www.coppercreekhomes.net

Crested Butte Concrete, LLC
Jay Stephenson, Owner

970.596.9896

info@crestedbutteconcrete.com
www.crestedbutteconcrete.com

Majestic Peaks Custom Homes
Lindal Cedar Homes
Brent Hughes

970.240.9250 Western Office
970.596.7375 Mobile

720.945.9250 Denver

info@majesticpeaks.com
www.MajesticPeaks.com

Miller Custom Homes, LLC
Willy Miller

970.209.4392

PO Box 1944, Crested Butte
www.millercustomhomescb.com

Wright Angle Construction, Inc.  
970.596.1039   

PO Box 1637, Crested Butte   
www.wrightangleconstruction.com

BUILDING SUPPLIES 

Brickwerks, LLC
Fine Reclaimed Building Materials 

817.771.1650

915 W. San Juan, Gunnison 

info@brickwerksllc.com

www.BrickwerksLLC.com

Mountain Surfaces
970.641.4712

115 S 14th St, Gunnison, CO 81230

mountainsurfaces@pcrs.net

www.mountainsurfaces.com

Western Lumber, Inc. 
970.641.1819

601 West Highway 50, Gunnison

western_lumber@yahoo.com

DINNING & FOOD

Mountain Earth Organic Grocer
970.349.5132

405 Fourth Street, Crested Butte

Public House
Lofts • Pub • Taproom
970.349.0173

202 Elk Avenue, Crested Butte
www.publichousecb.com

DISPENSARIES

Backcountry Cannabis Co.
970.349.7350

329 Belleview Avenue, Crested Butte 

www.backcountrycannabis.com

ELECTRONICS

Electronic Solutions
970.349.7700

717 6th Street, Crested Butte
www.electronicsolutions.info

King Systems, LLC
Audio/Video Design & Installation
970.349.3425

222 Maroon Avenue, Crested Butte
www.theavkings.com

EVENT SERVICES

Western Slope Event Productions, LLC
Stephanie Blewett
970.274.1547

westernslopeeventproductions@gmail.com

EXCAVATION/SNOW REMOVAL

King of the Mountain Earthworks Inc.
Jean Keet | 970.275.8731

Hank DeRoche | 970.275.5313

Po Box 2600, Crested Butte
king@crestedbutte.net
www.kingofthemtn.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Colorado Mortgage Professional
Sarah Baskfield
970.596.4949

sarah@cbloanz.com

The Crested Butte Bank 

970.349.0170

116 6th Street, Crested Butte
www.crestedbuttebank.com

The Gunnison Bank
970.641.0320

232 West Tomichi Avenue, Gunnison

www.gunnisonbank.com  

Gunnison Savings & Loan
303 N Main Street, Gunnison 

501 Elk Avenue, Crested Butte
970.641.2177 | 970.349.7207

www.gunnisonsl.com

www.drywallburnettconstruction.com
www.publichousecb.com
www.dragonsheetmetal.com
www.backcountrycannabis.com
www.coppercreekhomes.net
www.nunatakenergy.com
www.andrewhadleyarchitect.com
www.crestedbutteconcrete.com
www.electronicsolutions.info
www.theavkings.com
www.freestylearchitects.com
www.majesticpeaks.com
www.jreeserarchitect.com
www.millercustomhomescb.com
www.kingofthemtn.com
www.wrightangleconstruction.com
www.jamesrayspahn.com
www.inghamart.com
www.llc.com
www.susanmarrionart.com
www.landscape.com
www.mountainsurfaces.com
www.crestedbuttebank.com
www.gunnisonbank.com
www.bearcatcb.com
www.beckwithbrick.com
www.gunnisonsl.com
www.thepeakcb.com
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HOME DÉCOR, FURNITURE  
DESIGN & SALES

The Boom-A-Rang

970.641.3115 | 970.209.6046

221 N Main Street, Gunnison

Boomarang221@gmail.com

www.boomaranggunnison.com

Casa Bella

970.349.6380

321 Elk Avenue, Crested Butte
www.casabellacb.com

GARAGE DOORS

Blackjack Garage Door, LLC

Certified Raynor Dealer
970.275.8929

244 Buckley Drive Unit 1, Riverland
greg@blackjackgaragedoor.com

www.blackjackgaragedoor.com 

HARDWARE

Crested Butte True Value
970.349.5305

607 6th Street, Crested Butte
www.truevalue.com

HEATING

Mountain Fireplace Specialists, Inc.

970.641.6882

515 W. Tomichi Avenue, Gunnison 

info@mountainfireplace.com
www.mountainfireplacespecialists.com

HOT TUB & SPA SERVICES

Diamond Blue Pool & Spa

970.349.6202

329 Belleview Avenue

PO Box 2666, Crested Butte
diamondbluespa@yahoo.com
www.diamondbluespa.com

INTERIOR DESIGN/CABINETRY

Alpine Dwelling

Custom Cabinetry, Blinds & Tile
Shannon Renick
970.209.6359

427 Belleview Avenue, Crested Butte
www.alpinedwelling.com

Interior Visions - Defining Mountain Style
Interior Design Studio, Cabinetry & More
970.349.5352 | 970.209.6332  

313 Elk Avenue, Crested Butte
www.interiorvisionscrestedbutte.com

Laura Egedy Designs, LLC
970.901.6290

P.O. Box 2676, Crested Butte
laura@lauraegedy.com
www.lauraegedy.com

kPd Studios|Kristine Pivarnik Design
NCIDQ Cert #24384
970.349.2453

www.kpdstudios.com

Studio West

970.349.7550

115 Elk Avenue, Crested Butte
303.534.5185

1421 Larimer Street, Denver
www.studiowestinteriors.com

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  
& DESIGN

Rocky Mountain Trees & Landscaping
970.349.6361

305 Buckley Drive, Riverland
www.rockymountaintrees.com

Gunnison Valley Landscapes, Inc.
970.275.8827 | 970.349.7330

www.gunnisonvalleylandscapes.com

Spring Creek Landscape Company
970.209.4918

738 Riverland Drive, Unit C, Riverland
springcreeklandscape@yahoo.com
www.springcreeklandscapeco.com

Tree Tamers, Inc.

Certified, Insured, Professional Arborists
970.209.3916 | 970.707.4067

www.treetamersinc.com

LAND & HOME SALES

Aperture

Bluebird Real Estate, The Mountain Office
Charlie Farnan and Joel Vosberg

970.349.6692

www.aperturecb.com

Bluebird Real Estate

970.349.6691

211 Elk Avenue | PO Box 1788, Crested Butte
www.bbre1.com

Crested Butte Sotheby’s International Realty
970.349.6653 | 800.249.6653

401 Elk Avenue, Crested Butte
www.CrestedButteSIR.com

Channing Boucher

Broker Associate

Crested Butte Sotheby’s International Realty
970.596.3228

channing.boucher@sir.com

www.channingboucher.com

Chris Kopf

Global Luxury Property Specialist
Coldwell Banker Bighorn Realty
970.209.5405

ChrisKopf@BighornRealty.com
www.chriskopf.com

Coldwell Banker Bighorn Realty
970.349.5313

At the 4-way stop
305 Sixth Street, Crested Butte
Gunnison Office- New Location
970.641.7055

121 W. Virginia, Gunnison

www.bighornrealty.com

Colette E. Kraatz
Crested Butte Resort Real Estate
970.376.7304

ckraatz@cbmr.com

www.cbliving.com

Corey Dwan 
Bluebird Real Estate
211 Elk Avenue | PO Box 1788, Crested Butte
970.596.3219

coreydwan@crestedbuttecollection.com
www.crestedbuttecollection.com

Crested Butte Resort Real Estate
970.349.4999

Located in the Lodge at Mountaineer Square

info@cbliving.com

www.cbliving.com

Gary Huresky
Crested Butte Sotheby’s International Realty
970.209.2421

401 Elk Avenue, Crested Butte
www.CrestedButteHomes.com

Gunnison County Association of Realtors
Brieonna Aljets, Association Executive
970.641.0895

503 6th Street, Ste 4

Crested Butte, CO 81224
ceogcar@gmail.com

www.gcaor.org

Gunnison Real Estate & Rentals, LLC

970.641.4880 office | 970.209.1900 cell
970.641.2521 fax

129 E. Tomichi Avenue, Gunnison

Kelly@GunnisonRealEstateandRentals.com
www.GunnisonRealEstateandRentals.com

The Heather Woodward Team 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices | Today 
Realty and Associates 

970.596.1394 Cell | 970.349.1394 Office
319 Elk Avenue - Suite F, Crested Butte 

www.theheatherwoodwardteam.com 

www.boomaranggunnison.com
www.kpdstudios.com
www.realty.com
www.chriskopf.com
www.studiowestinteriors.com
www.casabellacb.com
www.bighornrealty.com
www.rockymountaintrees.com
www.blackjackgaragedoor.com
www.cbmr.com
www.gunnisonvalleylandscapes.com
www.cbliving.com
www.truevalue.com
www.springcreeklandscapeco.com
www.crestedbuttecollection.com
www.pecialists.com
www.cbliving.com
www.treetamersinc.com
www.homes.com
www.yahoo.com
www.diamondbluespa.com
www.aperturecb.com
www.bbrel.com
www.gcaor.org
www.alpinedwelling.com
www.buttesir.com
www.rentals.com
www.rentals.com
www.interiorvisionscrestedbutte.com
www.channingboucher.com
www.lauraegedy.com
www.theheatherwoodwardteam.com
www.thepeakcb.com
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Jenny Knox

Coldwell Banker Bighorn Realty

970.596.3402 cell  

970.349.5313 office
305 Sixth Street, Crested Butte
www.bighornrealty.com

Jesse Ebner

Signature Properties- Ebner & Associates
970.901.2922 

jesse@jesseebner.com

www.jesseebner.com

Maggie Dethloff- RSPS, E-pro, CNE, CRS
Red Lady Realty

970.209.7880

Maggie@redladyrealty.com

www.CrestedButteNow.com

Meg Brethauer

Crested Butte Resort Real Estate
970.209.1210

mbrethauer@cbmr.com

www.cbliving.com

Megan Clark
Crested Butte Sotheby’s International Realty
970.209.3537

401 Elk Avenue, Crested Butte 

megan.clark@sothebysrealty.com 

www.crestedbuttesothebysrealty.com

Molly Eldridge

Broker/Owner, Red Lady Realty

970.209.4234 - cell
215 Elk Avenue, Crested Butte
molly@redladyrealty.com 

www.MollyInCrestedButte.com 

Mary Picciano
Independent Broker
970.275.1271

picciano007@gmail.com

Red Lady Realty 
970.349.5007

215 Elk Avenue, Crested Butte
info@redladyrealty.com 

www.redladyrealty.com 

Sam Lumb
Crested Butte Sotheby’s International Realty
970.275.2448

Sam.Lumb@sir.com 

www.crestedbuttesothebysrealty.com 

 

Signature Properties- Ebner & Associates
970.713.2000

326 Elk Avenue, Suite D, Crested Butte
www.SignaturePropertiesCB.com
 

Wilder on the Taylor

Riverfront & Mountainside Homesteads
970.641.4545

6337 Co Road 742, Almont
www.WilderColorado.com

MEDICAL SERVICES

Alpine Orthopaedics, Sports Medicine  
& Surgery Center
970.641.6788

405 Elk Avenue, Crested Butte, CO
112 W Spencer Avenue, Gunnison, CO
500 W Pacific Avenue, Telluride, CO 

www.alpineorthopaedics.com

Alpine Urgent Care
970.641.6788

405 Elk Avenue, Crested Butte 

www.alpineorthopaedics.com

PAINTING

Altitude Painting 

Jay Prentiss
970.349.1119

PO Box 3601, Crested Butte
altitudepainting@live.com
www.altitudepainting.com

Mountain Colors Paint & Design
Kim Raines, Owner

970.349.9200

301 Belleview Avenue, Crested Butte
mountaincolors@gmail.com

www.mountaincolorsincb.com 

PERFORMING ARTS/EVENTS 

ENTERTAINMENT

Center for the Arts
970.349.7487

606 6th Street, Crested Butte
www.crestedbuttearts.org

Crested Butte Library
970.349.6535

504 Maroon Avenue, Crested Butte
cblibrary@gunnisoncountylibraries.org 

www.gunnisoncountrylibraries.org

Crested Butte Mountain Heritage Museum
970.349.1880

331 Elk Ave, Crested Butte
www.crestedbuttemuseum.com 

 

Crested Butte Music Festival
970.300.3409

PO Box 2117, Crested Butte
www.crestedbuttemusicfestival.org

Crested Butte Wildflower Festival 
970.349.2571

716 Elk Avenue, Crested Butte  
www.crestedbuttewildflowerfestival.com
 

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT  

& CLEANING

Castle Peak Property  Management
970.274.1547

Crested Butte
Castlepeakproperty@gmail.com

Rent Crested Butte.com
Vacation Rentals and Property Management
PO Box 2956

Crested Butte, CO 81224
970.343.2789

cathy@rentcrestedbutte.com
www.rentcrestedbutte.com

RECREATION & RELAXATION

The Club at Crested Butte
Golf - Ski - Health & Wellness
970.349.8601

385 Country Club Drive, Crested Butte
www.TheClubatCrestedButte.com

SKI & BIKE RENTALS

Big Al’s Bicycle Heaven
970.349.0515

207 Elk Ave, Crested Butte
www.bigalsbicycleheaven.com

Black Tie Ski Rental & Delivery
970.349.0722

crestedbutte@blacktieskis.com
www.blacktieskis.com

UTILITIES

Gunnison County Electric Association 
CB Office
970.349.5385

116 6th Street, Suite 202, Crested Butte 
Gunnison Office
970.641.3520

37250 W. Highway 50, Gunnison
www.gcea.coop

WINDOW TREATMENTS

Blind Faith Custom Window Fashions
970.349.2504

515 Riverland Drive, Suite 203, Riverland 

info@blindfaithcb.com

www.blindfaithcb.com

www.crestedbuttewildflowerfestival.com
www.bighornrealty.com
www.wildercolorado.com
www.jesseebner.com
www.alpineorthopaedics.com
www.butte.com
www.now.com
www.alpineorthopaedics.com
www.rentcrestedbutte.com
www.cbliving.com
www.altitudepainting.com
www.theclubatcrestedbutte.com
www.crestedbuttesothebysrealty.com
www.bigalsbicycleheaven.com
www.mountaincolorsincb.com
www.mollyincrestedbutte.com
www.blacktieskis.com
www.blacktieskis.com
www.crestedbuttearts.org
www.redladyrealty.com
www.gunnisoncountrylibraries.org
www.gcea.coop
www.crestedbuttemuseum.com
www.blindfaithcb.com
www.crestedbuttesothebysrealty.com
www.crestedbuttemusicfestival.org
www.signaturepropertiescb.com
www.thepeakcb.com
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How did you find Crested Butte? 

After taking several ski trips “out west” (we are from Minnesota), we decided to try finding employment in a resort in Colorado, 
before “settling down.” A tenant in the apartment building we managed suggested we should check out Crested Butte, so we did 
and the rest is history. 

wHen did mt. Crested Butte first feel like Home?

Immediately. We grew close to our coworkers, the homeowners of the condominiums we managed, and the business people in 

the resort and in town that first winter and that circle of friends continued to grow each year. 

wHy are you proud to Call tHis plaCe Home?

We’d have to say the natural beauty coupled with the caliber of people we have met. We are view junkies and we never tire of 

gazing at the incredible vistas in and around Crested Butte. To live here takes hard work, innovation and collaboration. We’re proud 
to be a part of a community where everyone is connected and pulls together to help one another, to celebrate with one another and 

passionately work to solve the challenges of life. It also gives us great joy to watch visitors arrive, all keyed up and see them unwind, 

relax and leave refreshed. 

wHat sets Crested Butte apart from otHer Communities?

The Crested Butte area is unique in that it is both a resort and a community. This 
combination produces a vibrant, stimulating environment in the midst of spectacular natural beauty.

Names: Bev & Joe Fitzpatrick

OccupatiONs: 

 Joe: Town Manager of Mt. Crested Butte 
Bev: Cashier, Mountain Earth Grocery

Years iN mt. crested Butte: 40

www.wwwthepeakcb.com


 

193 Larkspur Lane, Crested Butte, 5 BR, 5.5 Bth, 6,976 SF, 5 Car Gar, 35.24 Acres, 800 feet of East River frontage, Call for Pricing 

6475 County Road 740, Crested Butte, 5 BR, 2.5 Bth, 4,323 SF, 35.90 Acres, Over 700 feet of 
Cement Creek frontage 
Offered for $1,995,000

59 Cinnamon Mountain Road, Mt. Crested Butte 
4 BR, 3.5 Bth, 4,822 SF 
Offered for $1,795,000

72 Hunter Hill Road, Unit I204, Mt. Crested Butte 
3 BR, 2 Bth, 1,330 SF, Ski In/Ski Out 
Offered for $525,000

10 Aspen Lane, Mt. Crested Butte
6 BR, 5.5 Bth, 5,166 SF, 2 Car Gar 
Offered for $1,295,000

21 Castle Road, Unit 3, Mt. Crested Butte 
2 BR, 3.5 Bth, 1,100 SF, 1 Car Gar  
Offered for $475,000

6 Emmons Road, Unit 424, Mt. Creste Butte
1 BR, 2 Bth, 740 SF, Indoor/Outdoor Pool
Offered for $155,000

72 Hunter Hill Road, Unit I304, Mt. Crested Butte 
4 BR, 3 Bth, 1,833 SF, Ski In/Ski Out
Offered for $630,000

70  Hunter Hill Road, Unit P104, Mt. Crested Butte 
2 BR, 2 Bth, 1001 SF, Ski In/Ski Out 
Offered for $360,000

Corey Dwan
970.596.3219

coreydwan@crestedbuttecollection.com
crestedbuttecollection.com

bringing dreams home

211 Elk Avenue

PO Box 1788

Crested Butte, Colorado 81224

www.crestedbuttecollection.com


 

www.inghamgallery.com

